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aforesaid, shall be certified by the presiding officer of the court martial 
before whom the same shall be assessed, to the marshal of the district, 
in which the delinquent shall reside, or to one of his deputies; and also 
to the supervisor of the revenue of the same district, who shall record 
the said certificate in a book to be kept for that purpose. The said 
marshal or his deputy shall forthwith proceed to levy the said fines with 
costs, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the delinquent, 
which costs and the manner of proceeding, with respect to the sale of 
the goods distrained, shall be agreeable to the laws of the state, in which 
the same shall be, in other cases of distress; and where any non-com-
missioned officer or private shall be adjudged to suffer imprisonment, 
there being no goods or chattels to be found, whereof to levy the said 
fines, the marshal of the district or his deputy may commit such delin-
quent to gaol, during the term, for which he shall be so adjudged to im-
prisonment, or until the fine shall be paid, in the same manner as other 
persons condemned to fine and imprisonment at the suit of the United 
States, may be committed.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That the marshals and their depu-
ties shall pay all such fines by them levied to the supervisor of the reve-
nue, in the district in which they are collected, within two months after 
they shall have received the same, deducting therefrom five per centum, 
as a compensation for their trouble; and in case of failure, the same 
shall be recoverable by action of debt or information in any court of the 
United States, of the district, in which such fines shall be levied, having 
cognizance thereof, to be sued for, prosecuted and recovered, in the 
name of the supervisor of the district, with interest and costs.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That the marshals of the several 
districts and their deputies, shall have the same powers in executing the 
laws of the United States, as sheriffs and their deputies in the several 
states have by law, in executing the laws of their respective states.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force, for and during the term of two years, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Congress thereafter, and no lono-er.

Appro ve d , May 2, 1792.

Cha p. XXIX.—An Act for the relief of persons imprisoned for Debt.(a)
Sec ti on  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That persons 
imprisoned on executions issuing from any court of the United States 
for satisfaction of judgments in any civil actions shall be entitled to like 
privileges of the yards or limits of the respective gaols as persons con-
fined in such gaols for debt on judgments rendered in the courts of the 
several states are entitled to, and under the like regulations and restric-
tions.
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(a) The acts relating to imprisonment for debt, passed subsequent to this act, are: An act to continue 
in force the act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt, passed May 30, 1794, chap. 34; an act for 
the relief of persons imprisoned for debt, passed May 28, 1796, chap. 38; an act supplementary to an 
act entitled, “An act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debts due to the United States,” passed 
June 6, 1798, chap. 50 ; an act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt, passed January 6, 1800, 
chap. 4 ; an act supplementary to “ an act for the relief of persons imprisoned for debts due to the 
United States,” passed March 3, 1817, chap. 114 ; an act supplementary to an act entitled, “An act for 
the relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” passed January 7, 1824, chap. 3 ; an act supplementary to 
the act entitled, “An act supplementary to the act entitled, ‘An act for the relief of persons imprisoned 
for debt,’” passed April 22, 1824, chap. 40; an act for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States, passed March 2, 1831, chap. 62; an act in addition to an act entitled “An act for the 
relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United States,” passed July 14, 1832, chap. 230; an act to ex- 
tend, for a longer period, the several acts now in force for the relief of certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States, passed March 2, 1837, chap. 23 ; an act to extend for a longer period the several acts 
now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors to the United States, passed May 27, 1840, chap. 10; an 
act to re-enact, and continue in operation, the several acts now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors 
of the United States, passed January 28, 1843, chap. 20.
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Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That any person imprisoned as 
aforesaid, may have the oath or affirmation herein after expressed ad-
ministered to him by any judge of the United States, or of the general 
or supreme court of law of the state in which the debtor is imprisoned, 
the creditor, his agent or attorney, if either live within one hundred 
miles of the place of imprisonment, or within the district in which the 
judgment was rendered, having had at least thirty days previous notice, 
by a citation served on him, issued by any such judge, to appear at the 
time therein mentioned, at the said gaol, if he see fit, to show cause 
why the said oath or affirmation should not be so administered; at 
which time and place, if no sufficient cause, in the opinion of the judge, 
be shown or doth from examination appear to the contrary, he may, at 
the request of the debtor, proceed to administer to him the following 
oath or affirmation, as the case may be, viz : “ You
solemnly swear (or affirm) that you have not estate, real or personal, nor 
is any to your knowledge holden in trust for you to the amount or value 
of twenty dollars, nor sufficient to pay the debt for which you are 
imprisoned.” Which oath or affirmation being administered, the judge 
shall certify the same under his hand, to the prison keeper, and shall fix 
a reasonable allowance for the debtor’s support, not exceeding one dollar 
per week; and if the creditor shall thereafter any week fail to furnish 
the debtor with such weekly support, by paying or advancing the money 
to him, or to the prison keeper, for his use, the debtor shall be dis-
charged from his imprisonment on such judgment, and shall not be 
liable to be imprisoned again for the said debt; but the judgment shall 
remain good and sufficient in law, and may be satisfied out of any estate 
which may then or at any time afterwards belong to the debtor.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall falsely 
take the oath or affirmation aforesaid, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and suffer the pains and penalties in that case pro-
vided.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and 
be in force, for the space of one year from the passing thereof, and from 
thence to the end of the next session of Congress, and no longer.

Appr ov ed , May 5, 1792.

Cha p. XXX.—An Act authorizing the grant and conveyance of certain Lands 
to John Cleves Symmes, and his Associates.

Sect io n  1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be and he hereby is authorized and 
empowered to issue letters patent in the name and under the seal of the 
United States, thereby granting and conveying to John Cleves Symmes 
and his associates, and to their heirs and assigns, in fee simple, such 
number of acres of land as the payments already made by the said John 
Cleves Symmes, his agents or associates, under their contract of the 
fifteenth day of October one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, 
will pay for, estimating the lands at two thirds of a dollar per acre, and 
making the reservations specified in the said contract.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be and he 
hereby is further authorized and empowered, by letters patent as afore-
said, to grant and convey to the said John Cleves Symmes and his 
associates, and to their heirs and assigns in fee simple, one other tract 
of one hundred and six thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven acres, 
with the reservations as aforesaid : Provided, That the said John Cleves 
Symmes, or his agents or associates, or any of them, shall deliver to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, within six months, warrants which issued
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