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Public Law 115–415 
115th Congress 

An Act 
To award a Congressional Gold Medal to Stephen Michael Gleason. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stephen Michael Gleason 
Congressional Gold Medal Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Stephen ‘‘Steve’’ Gleason was born March 19, 1977, 

in Spokane, Washington to Mike and Gail Gleason. 
(2) Steve attended Gonzaga Preparatory School for high 

school where he excelled as both a football and baseball player. 
(3) In 1995, Steve enrolled at Washington State University 

where he was a 2-sport athlete for the baseball and football 
teams and helped the Cougars football team advance to the 
1997 Rose Bowl. 

(4) In 2000, Steve signed a professional football contract 
with the Indianapolis Colts of the National Football League 
as an undrafted free agent but later joined the New Orleans 
Saints in November of that same season. 

(5) Steve would go on to play 7 more seasons as a member 
of the New Orleans Saints. 

(6) Steve will always be remembered for his blocked punt 
on September 25, 2006, against the Atlanta Falcons, the night 
the Louisiana Superdome reopened for the first time after 
Hurricane Katrina in a game the Saints would win 23 to 
3. 

(7) In January, 2011 Steve was diagnosed with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis or ALS, considered a terminal neuro-muscular 
disease. 

(8) Following his diagnosis, Steve, with the loving support 
of his wife, Michel, began a mission to show that patients 
can not only live but thrive after a diagnosis of ALS and 
established The Gleason Initiative Foundation also known 
simply as ‘‘Team Gleason’’. 

(9) At the time of his diagnosis, however, Steve said there 
will be ‘‘No White Flags’’, which has become the mantra of 
Team Gleason. 

(10) The Gleason Initiative Foundation helps provide 
individuals with neuromuscular diseases or injuries with 
leading edge technology, equipment and services, raises global 
awareness about ALS to find solutions and an end to the 
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disease, and has helped hundreds of people with ALS experience 
life adventures they never thought possible after their diag-
nosis. 

(11) Steve’s story and mission have been told by the NFL 
Network, ESPN, HBO, ABC, CBS, CNN, and many local media 
outlets, as well as in a 2016 documentary titled ‘‘Gleason’’, 
which was heralded at the Sundance Film Festival and 
premiered across the country with Variety calling the produc-
tion ‘‘an emotional powerhouse’’. The documentary won several 
awards, including the 2016 Washington, D.C. Area Film Critics 
Association Award for Best Documentary. 

(12) Steve was named one of two Sports Illustrated’s 
Inspirations of the Year in 2014, has been a keynote speaker 
for Microsoft and at two United Nations sponsored Social 
Innovation Summits, and received the 2015 George S. Halas 
Courage Award, given to a NFL player, coach or staff member 
who overcomes the most adversity to succeed. 

(13) Steve helped advocate for the Steve Gleason Act of 
2015 (Public Law 114–40; 129 Stat. 441), and the Steve Gleason 
Enduring Voices Act of 2017, H.R. 2465, 115th Congress (2017), 
which permanently ensures people living with diseases such 
ALS have access to speech generating devices regardless of 
their setting, whether at home or a healthcare institution. 

(14) In 2014, Steve and Team Gleason hosted a global 
summit to bring together researchers, patients, caregivers, and 
all ALS stakeholders to create a plan to ultimately end ALS. 
That summit resulted in the single largest coordinated and 
collaborative ALS research project in the world, Answer ALS, 
which brings together nearly two dozen research institutions, 
1,000 patients and 20,000,000,000,000 data points that are 
important to the project and that will define the unknown 
pathways that will lead to treatments or finally a cure. 

(15) In 2015, Steve and Microsoft worked together to create 
a method for people who are completely paralyzed to navigate 
their power wheelchairs with their eyes. Today, Steve, Microsoft 
and all wheelchair manufacturers are working collaboratively 
to make it widely available to all who need this technology. 
In addition, Microsoft has also made eye tracking technology 
part of all Windows 10 products across the globe. 

(16) In 2011, 10 months after his diagnosis, Steve and 
Michel made their most significant accomplishment, becoming 
parents to their son Rivers. 

(17) Steve and Michel Gleason continue to fight to find 
a solution for ALS so they can share many years together 
and as parents to Rivers. 

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate shall 
make appropriate arrangements for the award, on behalf of the 
Congress, of a single gold medal of appropriate design to Stephen 
Michael Gleason. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purposes of the award 
referred to in subsection (a), the Secretary of the Treasury (hereafter 
in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall strike the gold 
medal with suitable emblems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 2652: 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 164 (2018): 

June 14, considered and passed Senate. 
Dec. 20, considered and passed House. 

Æ 

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

Under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, the 
Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold 
medal struck under section 3, at a price sufficient to cover the 
costs of the medals, including labor, materials, dies, use of 
machinery, and overhead expenses. 
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

Medals struck pursuant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United States Code. 

Approved January 3, 2019. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:40 Aug 28, 2019 Jkt 089139 PO 00415 Frm 00003 Fmt 6580 Sfmt 6580 E:\PUBLAW\PUBL415.115 PUBL415dk
ra

us
e 

on
 D

S
K

B
C

28
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 P

U
B

LA
W

S



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-01-02T18:01:03-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




