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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2026–0014; Project 
Identifier MCAI–2024–00309–R; Amendment 
39–23241; AD 2026–02–05] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Leonardo 
S.p.A. Helicopters 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new 
airworthiness directive (AD) for all 
Leonardo S.p.A. Model AB412 and 
AB412 EP helicopters. This AD was 
prompted by a report of a cracked left 
upper cap angle (cap angle) having a 
certain part-number. This AD requires 
repetitively inspecting the cap angle 
and, depending on the results, 
performing corrective actions. The FAA 
is issuing this AD to address the unsafe 
condition on these products. 
DATES: This AD is effective February 6, 
2026. 

The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference 
of a certain publication listed in this AD 
as of February 6, 2026. 

The FAA must receive comments on 
this AD by March 9, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may send comments, 
using the procedures found in 14 CFR 
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
regulations.gov. Follow the instructions 
for submitting comments. 

• Fax: (202) 493–2251. 
• Mail: U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Docket Operations, M– 
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

• Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail 
address above between 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. 

AD Docket: You may examine the AD 
docket at regulations.gov under Docket 
No. FAA–2026–0014; or in person at 
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this final rule, the mandatory 
continuing airworthiness information 
(MCAI), any comments received, and 
other information. The street address for 
Docket Operations is listed above. 

Material Incorporated by Reference: 
• For European Union Aviation 

Safety Agency (EASA) material 
identified in this AD, contact EASA, 
Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 50668 
Cologne, Germany; phone: +49 221 8999 
000; email: ADs@easa.europa.eu; 
website: easa.europa.eu. You may find 
the EASA material on the EASA website 
at ad.easa.europa.eu. 

• You may view this material at the 
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 10101 Hillwood 
Parkway, Room 6N–321, Fort Worth, TX 
76177. For information on the 
availability of this material at the FAA, 
call (817) 222–5110. It is also available 
at regulations.gov under Docket No. 
FAA–2026–0014. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Deep Gaurav, Aviation Safety Engineer, 
FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 410, 
Westbury, NY 11590; phone: (817) 228– 
3731; email: deep.gaurav@faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 

The FAA invites you to send any 
written relevant data, views, or 
arguments about this final rule. Send 
your comments using a method listed 
under ADDRESSES. Include ‘‘Docket No. 
FAA–2026–0014; Project Identifier 
MCAI–2024–00309–R’’ at the beginning 
of your comments. The most helpful 
comments reference a specific portion of 
the final rule, explain the reason for any 
recommended change, and include 
supporting data. The FAA will consider 
all comments received by the closing 
date and may amend this final rule 
because of those comments. 

Except for Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) as described in the 
following paragraph, and other 
information as described in 14 CFR 
11.35, the FAA will post all comments 
received, without change, to 
regulations.gov, including any personal 

information you provide. The agency 
will also post a report summarizing each 
substantive verbal contact received 
about this final rule. 

Confidential Business Information 

CBI is commercial or financial 
information that is both customarily and 
actually treated as private by its owner. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt 
from public disclosure. If your 
comments responsive to this AD contain 
commercial or financial information 
that is customarily treated as private, 
that you actually treat as private, and 
that is relevant or responsive to this AD, 
it is important that you clearly designate 
the submitted comments as CBI. Please 
mark each page of your submission 
containing CBI as ‘‘PROPIN.’’ The FAA 
will treat such marked submissions as 
confidential under the FOIA, and they 
will not be placed in the public docket 
of this AD. Submissions containing CBI 
should be sent to Deep Gaurav, Aviation 
Safety Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart 
Avenue, Suite 410, Westbury, NY 
11590. Any commentary that the FAA 
receives which is not specifically 
designated as CBI will be placed in the 
public docket for this rulemaking. 

Background 

EASA, which is the Technical Agent 
for the Member States of the European 
Union, issued EASA AD 2009–0185, 
dated August 20, 2009 (EASA AD 2009– 
0185), to correct an unsafe condition on 
Leonardo S.p.A. Model AB412 and 
AB412EP helicopters. EASA AD 2009– 
0185 states that a failure of a cap angle 
having part number (P/N) 212–030– 
191–1 was reported, and the 
preliminary investigation identified that 
the failure was due to a crack in the hi- 
lock hole. EASA AD 2009–0185 
required repetitively inspecting the cap 
angle at intervals not exceeding 100 
flight hours (FH). EASA then 
superseded EASA AD 2009–0185 and 
issued AD 2024–0104, dated May 24, 
2024 (EASA AD 2024–0104) (also 
referred to as the MCAI). The MCAI 
states that since EASA AD 2009–0185 
was issued, the results of further 
investigations revealed a need to reduce 
the interval time for the repetitive 
inspections from 100 FH to 25 FH. The 
MCAI reduces the interval for the 
repetitive inspections from 100 FH to 25 
FH and expands the applicability to 
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include Model AB212 helicopters. This 
condition, if not addressed, could result 
in reduced structural integrity of the 
helicopter. 

You may examine the MCAI in the 
AD docket at regulations.gov under 
Docket No. FAA–2026–0014. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 
Under 1 CFR Part 51 

The FAA reviewed EASA AD 2024– 
0104, which specifies procedures for 
repetitively inspecting cap angle P/N 
212–030–191–1 for cracks. If any crack 
or damage is detected, the MCAI 
specifies contacting Leonardo S.p.A. for 
approved repair instructions. 

This material is reasonably available 
because the interested parties have 
access to it through their normal course 
of business or by the means identified 
in the ADDRESSES section. 

FAA’s Determination 

These products have been approved 
by the civil aviation authority (CAA) of 
another country and are approved for 
operation in the United States. Pursuant 
to the FAA’s bilateral agreement with 
this State of Design Authority, that 
authority has notified the FAA of the 
unsafe condition described in the MCAI 
referenced above. The FAA is issuing 
this AD after determining that the 
unsafe condition described previously is 
likely to exist or develop on other 
products of the same type design. 

AD Requirements 

This AD requires accomplishing the 
actions specified in EASA AD 2024– 
0104, described previously, as 
incorporated by reference, except for 
any differences identified as exceptions 
in the regulatory text of this AD. See 
‘‘Differences Between this AD and the 
MCAI’’ for a discussion of the general 
differences included in this AD. 

Differences Between This AD and the 
MCAI 

The MCAI applies to Model AB212 
helicopters, whereas this AD does not 
because that model does not have an 
FAA type certificate. 

Where the MCAI specifies contacting 
Leonardo S.p.A. for repair instructions, 
this AD requires using a method 
approved by the FAA, or EASA, or 
Leonardo S.p.a.’s EASA Design 
Organizational Approval. 

Where the MCAI requires compliance 
within 25 FH [flight hours] since last 
inspection accomplished or within 5 FH 
after the effective date of EASA AD 
2024–0104, this AD requires 
accomplishing the initial inspection 
within 5 hours time-in-service after the 
effective date of this AD. 

Explanation of Required Compliance 
Information 

In the FAA’s ongoing efforts to 
improve the efficiency of the AD 
process, the FAA developed a process to 
use some CAA ADs as the primary 
source of information for compliance 
with requirements for corresponding 
FAA ADs. The FAA has been 
coordinating this process with 
manufacturers and CAAs. As a result, 
EASA AD 2024–0104 is incorporated by 
reference in this AD. This AD requires 
compliance with EASA AD 2024–0104 
in its entirety through that 
incorporation, except for any differences 
identified as exceptions in the 
regulatory text of this AD. Using 
common terms that are the same as the 
heading of a particular section in EASA 
AD 2024–0104 does not mean that 
operators need comply only with that 
section. For example, where the AD 
requirement refers to ‘‘all required 
actions and compliance times,’’ 
compliance with this AD requirement is 
not limited to the section titled 
‘‘Required Action(s) and Compliance 
Time(s)’’ in EASA AD 2024–0104. 
Material required in EASA AD 2024– 
0104 for compliance will be available at 
regulations.gov under Docket No. FAA– 
2026–0014 after this AD is published. 

Justification for Immediate Adoption 
and Determination of the Effective Date 

Section 553(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (APA) (5 U.S.C. 551 et 
seq.) authorizes agencies to dispense 
with notice and comment procedures 
for rules when the agency, for ‘‘good 
cause,’’ finds that those procedures are 
‘‘impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary 
to the public interest.’’ Under this 
section, an agency, upon finding good 
cause, may issue a final rule without 
providing notice and seeking comment 
prior to issuance. Further, section 
553(d) of the APA authorizes agencies to 
make rules effective in less than thirty 
days, upon a finding of good cause. 

There are currently no domestic 
operators of these products. 
Accordingly, notice and opportunity for 
prior public comment are unnecessary, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b). In addition, 
for the foregoing reason, the FAA finds 
that good cause exists pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(d) for making this 
amendment effective in less than 30 
days. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act 

The requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (RFA) do not apply when 
an agency finds good cause pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 553 to adopt a rule without 
prior notice and comment. Because the 

FAA has determined that it has good 
cause to adopt this rule without prior 
notice and comment, RFA analysis is 
not required. 

Costs of Compliance 
There are no costs of compliance with 

this AD because there are no helicopters 
with these type certificates on the U.S. 
Registry. 

Authority for This Rulemaking 
Title 49 of the United States Code 

specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII: 
Aviation Programs describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking 
under the authority described in 
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section 
44701: General requirements. Under 
that section, Congress charges the FAA 
with promoting safe flight of civil 
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing 
regulations for practices, methods, and 
procedures the Administrator finds 
necessary for safety in air commerce. 
This regulation is within the scope of 
that authority because it addresses an 
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or 
develop on products identified in this 
rulemaking action. 

Regulatory Findings 
This AD will not have federalism 

implications under Executive Order 
13132. This AD will not have a 
substantial direct effect on the States, on 
the relationship between the national 
government and the States, or on the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify this regulation: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866, 
and 

(2) Would not affect intrastate 
aviation in Alaska 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 

safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Amendment 
Accordingly, under the authority 

delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part 
39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 
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Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

■ 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
2026–02–05 Leonardo S.p.A.: Amendment 

39–23241; Docket No. FAA–2026–0014; 
Project Identifier MCAI–2024–00309–R. 

(a) Effective Date 
This airworthiness directive (AD) is 

effective February 6, 2026. 

(b) Affected ADs 
None. 

(c) Applicability 
This AD applies to Leonardo S.p.A. Model 

AB412 and AB412 EP helicopters, 
certificated in any category. 

(d) Subject 
Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC) 

Code 5300, Fuselage Structure (General). 

(e) Unsafe Condition 
This AD was prompted by a report of a 

cracked left upper cap angle (cap angle) part 
number 212–030–191–1. The FAA is issuing 
this AD to detect and correct cracking or 
damage of the cap angle which, if not 
addressed, could result in reduced structural 
integrity of the helicopter. 

(f) Compliance 

Comply with this AD within the 
compliance times specified, unless already 
done. 

(g) Required Actions 

Except as specified in paragraphs (h) and 
(i) of this AD: Comply with all required 
actions and compliance times specified in, 
and in accordance with, European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) AD 2024– 
0104, dated May 24, 2024 (EASA AD 2024– 
0104). 

(h) Exceptions to EASA AD 2024–0104 

(1) Where EASA AD 2024–0104 refers to its 
effective date, this AD requires using the 
effective date of this AD. 

(2) Where EASA AD 2024–0104 requires 
compliance in terms of flight hours, this AD 
requires using hours time-in-service. 

(3) Where paragraph (1) of EASA AD 2024– 
0104 specifies ‘‘Within 25 FH [flight hours] 
since last inspection accomplished in 
accordance with the instructions of Agusta 
MBT 412–128 (as required by EASA AD 
2009–0185), or within 5 FH after the effective 
date of this AD, whichever occurs later’’, this 
AD requires replacing that text with ‘‘Within 
5 hours time-in-service after the effective 
date of this AD’’. 

(4) Where the material referenced in 
paragraph (1) of EASA AD 2024–0104 
specifies ‘‘if no cracks are revealed’’, this AD 
requires replacing that text with ‘‘If there are 
no cracks in the area inspected’’. 

(5) This AD does not adopt paragraph (2) 
of EASA AD 2024–0104. 

(6) Where paragraph (3) of EASA AD 2024– 
0104 specifies contacting Leonardo for 
approved instructions if there is a crack or 

damage, and where the material referenced in 
EASA AD 2024–0104 specifies to contact 
Leonardo Helicopters for further instruction 
if there is a crack, this AD requires, before 
further flight, actions done in accordance 
with a method approved by the Manager, 
International Validation Branch, FAA; or 
EASA; or Leonardo S.p.A.’s EASA Design 
Organization Approval (DOA). If approved by 
the DOA, the approval must include the 
DOA-authorized signature. 

(7) Where paragraph (3) of EASA AD 2024– 
0104 specifies ‘‘any crack or damage’’, this 
AD requires replacing that text with ‘‘any 
crack or damage (smoking of the fitting 
attachment and crazing of sealant bead 
around the fitting as crack indications)’’. 

(8) This AD does not adopt the ‘‘Remarks’’ 
section of EASA AD 2024–0104. 

(i) No Reporting Requirement 
Although the material referenced in EASA 

AD 2024–0104 specifies to submit certain 
information to the manufacturer, this AD 
does not require that action. 

(j) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, International Validation 
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve 
AMOCs for this AD, if requested using the 
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In 
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your 
request to your principal inspector or local 
Flight Standards District Office, as 
appropriate. If sending information directly 
to the manager of the International Validation 
Branch, send it to the attention of the person 
identified in paragraph (k) of this AD and 
email to: AMOC@faa.gov. 

(2) Before using any approved AMOC, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector, 
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager 
of the local flight standards district office/ 
certificate holding district office. 

(k) Additional Information 
For more information about this AD, 

contact Deep Gaurav, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 
410, Westbury, NY 11590; phone: (817) 228– 
3731; email: deep.gaurav@faa.gov. 

(l) Material Incorporated by Reference 
(1) The Director of the Federal Register 

approved the incorporation by reference of 
the material listed in this paragraph under 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You must use this material as 
applicable to do the actions required by this 
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise. 

(i) European Union Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) AD 2024–0104, dated May 24, 2024. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) For EASA material identified in this 

AD, contact EASA, Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 
50668 Cologne, Germany; phone: +49 221 
8999 000; email: ADs@easa.europa.eu; 
website: easa.europa.eu. You may find the 
EASA material on the EASA website at 
ad.easa.europa.eu. 

(4) You may view this material at the FAA, 
Office of the Regional Counsel, Southwest 
Region, 10101 Hillwood Parkway, Room 6N– 
321, Fort Worth, TX 76177. For information 
on the availability of this material at the 
FAA, call (817) 222–5110. 

(5) You may view this material at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at NARA, 
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov. 

Issued on January 13, 2026. 
Steven W. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Compliance & 
Airworthiness Division, Aircraft Certification 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01183 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–0629; Project 
Identifier MCAI–2023–01183–R; Amendment 
39–23237; AD 2026–02–01] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
Helicopters Deutschland GmbH 
Helicopters 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new 
airworthiness directive (AD) for all 
Airbus Helicopters Deutschland GmbH 
(AHD) Model EC135P1, EC135P2, 
EC135P2+, EC135P3, EC135T1, 
EC135T2, EC135T2+, EC635T2+, and 
EC135T3 helicopters. This AD was 
prompted by reports of ruptured and 
deformed flexible couplings. This AD 
requires inspecting the axial 
displacement of the tail rotor drive shaft 
and, depending on the results, taking 
corrective actions including inspecting 
the flexible couplings. This AD also 
prohibits installing a tail rotor drive 
shaft unless certain procedures are 
followed. The FAA is issuing this AD to 
address the unsafe condition on these 
products. 

DATES: This AD is effective February 26, 
2026. 

The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference 
of a certain publication listed in this AD 
as of February 26, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: 

AD Docket: You may examine the AD 
docket at regulations.gov under Docket 
No. FAA–2025–0629; or in person at 
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this final rule, the mandatory 
continuing airworthiness information 
(MCAI), any comments received, and 
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other information. The address for 
Docket Operations is U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Docket Operations, M– 
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

Material Incorporated by Reference: 
• For European Union Aviation 

Safety Agency (EASA) material 
identified in this AD, contact EASA, 
Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 50668 
Cologne, Germany; phone: +49 221 8999 
000; email: ADs@easa.europa.eu; 
website: easa.europa.eu. You may find 
the EASA material on the EASA website 
at ad.easa.europa.eu. 

• You may view this material at the 
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 10101 Hillwood 
Parkway, Room 6N–321, Fort Worth, TX 
76177. For information on the 
availability of this material at the FAA, 
call (817) 222–5110. It is also available 
at regulations.gov under Docket No. 
FAA–2025–0629. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Aaron Nguyen, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, 
Suite 410, Westbury, NY 11590; phone: 
(817) 222–5134; email: aaron.t.nguyen@
faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The FAA issued a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR 
part 39 by adding an AD that would 
apply to all AHD Model EC135P1, 
EC135P2, EC135P2+, EC135P3, 
EC135T1, EC135T2, EC135T2+, 
EC635T2+, and EC135T3 helicopters. 
The NPRM was published in the 
Federal Register on April 25, 2025 (90 
FR 17352). The NPRM was prompted by 
AD 2023–0197, dated November 10, 
2023 (EASA AD 2023–0197) (also 
referred to as the MCAI), issued by 
EASA, which is the Technical Agent for 
the Member States of the European 
Union. The MCAI advises of reports of 
ruptured and deformed flexible 
couplings, and that investigations 
determined that a flexible coupling 
installed with high axial displacement 
causes increased stresses and friction 
between its sheets. The MCAI states that 
this unsafe condition, if not detected 
and corrected, could lead to cracks and 
extensive deformation of flexible 
couplings and consequent high 
vibration of the tail rotor drive shaft, 
possibly resulting in reduced control of 
the helicopter. 

In the NPRM, the FAA proposed to 
require inspecting the axial 
displacement of the tail rotor drive shaft 
and, depending on the results, taking 
corrective actions including inspecting 

the flexible couplings. The NPRM also 
proposed to prohibit installing a tail 
rotor drive shaft unless certain 
procedures are followed. The FAA is 
issuing this AD to address the unsafe 
condition on these products. 

You may examine the MCAI in the 
AD docket at regulations.gov under 
Docket No. FAA–2025–0629. 

Discussion of Final Airworthiness 
Directive 

Comments 
The FAA received no comments on 

the NPRM or on the determination of 
the costs. 

Additional Changes Made to This AD 
The FAA has revised paragraph (h) of 

this AD to clarify that where paragraphs 
(4) and (6) of EASA AD 2023–0197 
specify replacing the flexible couplings 
in accordance with the instructions of 
section 4.1 of the service information 
referenced, this AD requires replacing 
the flexible couplings in accordance 
with the instructions of sections 4.1 and 
4.2 of the service information referenced 
in EASA AD 2023–0197. 

The FAA has also revised paragraph 
(h) of this AD to clarify that this AD 
prohibits installing a tail rotor drive 
shaft unless certain procedures are 
followed, as stated in the Preamble of 
the NPRM. 

Conclusion 
These products have been approved 

by the civil aviation authority of another 
country and are approved for operation 
in the United States. Pursuant to the 
FAA’s bilateral agreement with this 
State of Design Authority, that authority 
has notified the FAA of the unsafe 
condition described in the MCAI 
referenced above. The FAA reviewed 
the relevant data, considered any 
comments received, and determined 
that air safety requires adopting this AD 
as proposed. Accordingly, the FAA is 
issuing this AD to address the unsafe 
condition on these products. Except for 
minor editorial changes and any other 
changes described previously, this AD is 
adopted as proposed in the NPRM. 
None of the changes will increase the 
economic burden on any operator. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 
Under 1 CFR Part 51 

The FAA reviewed EASA AD 2023– 
0197, which specifies a one-time 
inspection of the flexible coupling for 
axial displacement and, depending on 
the results, corrective actions. 
Corrective actions include replacing 
both flexible couplings and correcting 
the axial displacement, or inspecting the 
flexible couplings, replacing each 

flexible coupling having a discrepancy, 
and correcting the axial displacement. 
For certain flexible couplings not 
replaced based on the results of the 
flexible coupling inspection, EASA AD 
2023–0197 requires replacing the 
flexible couplings within a longer 
compliance time. EASA AD 2023–0197 
also prohibits installing a tail rotor drive 
shaft on any helicopter unless certain 
procedures are followed. This material 
is reasonably available because the 
interested parties have access to it 
through their normal course of business 
or by the means identified in the 
ADDRESSES section. 

Differences Between This AD and the 
MCAI 

The MCAI applies to Model EC635 
P2+, EC635 P3, EC635 T1, and EC635 
T3 helicopters, whereas this AD does 
not because these models do not have 
an FAA type certificate. 

Costs of Compliance 
The FAA estimates that this AD 

affects 69 helicopters of U.S. registry. 
Labor rates are estimated at $85 per 
hour. Based on these numbers, the FAA 
estimates the following costs to comply 
with this AD. 

Inspecting both flexible couplings for 
axial displacement will take 8 work- 
hours for an estimated cost of $680 per 
helicopter and $46,920 for the U.S. fleet. 

If required, replacing both flexible 
couplings will take 2 work-hours, and 
parts will cost $4,100 for an estimated 
cost of $4,270 per helicopter. Replacing 
one flexible coupling will take 1 work- 
hour and parts will cost $2,050 for an 
estimated cost of $2,135 per flexible 
coupling. 

If required, correcting the axial 
displacement of the flexible couplings 
will take 5 work-hours for an estimated 
cost of $425 per helicopter. 

Authority for This Rulemaking 
Title 49 of the United States Code 

specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII: 
Aviation Programs, describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking 
under the authority described in 
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section 
44701: General requirements. Under 
that section, Congress charges the FAA 
with promoting safe flight of civil 
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing 
regulations for practices, methods, and 
procedures the Administrator finds 
necessary for safety in air commerce. 
This regulation is within the scope of 
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that authority because it addresses an 
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or 
develop on products identified in this 
rulemaking action. 

Regulatory Findings 

This AD will not have federalism 
implications under Executive Order 
13132. This AD will not have a 
substantial direct effect on the States, on 
the relationship between the national 
government and the States, or on the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this AD: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866, 

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation 
in Alaska, and 

(3) Will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Amendment 

Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as 
follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

■ 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
2026–02–01 Airbus Helicopters 

Deutschland GmbH: Amendment 39– 
23237; Docket No. FAA–2025–0629; 
Project Identifier MCAI–2023–01183–R. 

(a) Effective Date 

This airworthiness directive (AD) is 
effective February 26, 2026. 

(b) Affected ADs 

None. 

(c) Applicability 

This AD applies to Airbus Helicopters 
Deutschland GmbH (AHD) Model EC135P1, 
EC135P2, EC135P2+, EC135P3, EC135T1, 
EC135T2, EC135T2+, EC635T2+, and 
EC135T3 helicopters, certificated in any 
category. 

Note 1 to paragraph (c): Helicopters with 
an EC135P3H designation are Model 

EC135P3 helicopters and helicopters with an 
EC135T3H designation are Model EC135T3 
helicopters. 

(d) Subject 

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC) 
Code 6510, Tail Rotor Drive Shaft. 

(e) Unsafe Condition 

This AD was prompted by reports of 
ruptured and deformed flexible couplings. 
The FAA is issuing this AD to detect axial 
displacement of the tail rotor drive shaft that 
exceeds allowable limits. The unsafe 
condition, if not addressed, could result in 
cracks and extensive deformation of flexible 
couplings, high vibration of the tail rotor 
drive shaft, and consequent reduced control 
of the helicopter. 

(f) Compliance 

Comply with this AD within the 
compliance times specified, unless already 
done. 

(g) Requirements 

Except as specified in paragraphs (h) and 
(i) of this AD: Comply with all required 
actions and compliance times specified in, 
and in accordance with, European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency AD 2023–0197, dated 
November 10, 2023 (EASA AD 2023–0197). 

(h) Exceptions to EASA AD 2023–0197 

(1) Where EASA AD 2023–0197 requires 
compliance in terms of flight hours, this AD 
requires using hours time-in-service. 

(2) Where EASA AD 2023–0197 refers to its 
effective date, this AD requires using the 
effective date of this AD. 

(3) Where paragraphs (2) and (6) of EASA 
AD 2023–0197 state ‘‘new’’, this AD requires 
replacing that text with ‘‘new (zero hours 
time-in-service)’’. 

(4) Where paragraph (4) of EASA AD 2023– 
0197 states ‘‘any discrepancy’’, for the 
purpose of this AD, discrepancy may be 
indicated by cracks, mechanical damage, 
deformation, delamination, corrosion, loose 
rivets, or damaged surface protection, where 
these discrepancies exceed the allowable 
limits as defined in the material referenced 
in EASA AD 2023–0197. 

(5) Where paragraph (4) of EASA AD 2023– 
0197 states ‘‘replace that flexible coupling’’, 
this AD requires replacing that text with 
‘‘replace that flexible coupling with a new 
(zero hours time-in-service) flexible 
coupling’’. 

(6) Where paragraphs (4) and (6) of EASA 
AD 2023–0197 state ‘‘in accordance with the 
instructions of section 4.1 of the 
Accomplishment Procedure of the ASB’’, this 
AD requires replacing that text with ‘‘in 
accordance with the instructions of sections 
4.1 and 4.2 of the Accomplishment 
Procedure of the material, referenced in 
EASA AD 2023–0197’’. 

(7) This AD does not adopt the ‘‘Remarks’’ 
section of EASA AD 2023–0197. 

(i) No Reporting or Returning of Parts 
Requirement 

Although the material referenced in EASA 
AD 2023–0197 specifies to submit certain 

information and to send parts to the 
manufacturer, this AD does not require those 
actions. 

(j) Special Flight Permits 

Special flight permits are prohibited. 

(k) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, International Validation 
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve 
AMOCs for this AD, if requested using the 
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In 
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your 
request to your principal inspector or local 
Flight Standards District Office, as 
appropriate. If sending information directly 
to the manager of the International Validation 
Branch, send it to the attention of the person 
identified in paragraph (l) of this AD and 
email to: AMOC@faa.gov. 

(2) Before using any approved AMOC, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector, 
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager 
of the local Flight Standards District Office/ 
certificate holding district office. 

(l) Additional Information 

For more information about this AD, 
contact Aaron Nguyen, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 
410, Westbury, NY 11590; phone: (817) 222– 
5134; email: aaron.t.nguyen@faa.gov. 

(m) Material Incorporated by Reference 

(1) The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference of 
the material listed in this paragraph under 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You must use this material as 
applicable to do the actions required by this 
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise. 

(i) European Union Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) AD 2023–0197, dated November 10, 
2023. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) For EASA material identified in this 

AD, contact EASA, Konrad-Adenauer-Ufer 3, 
50668 Cologne, Germany; phone: +49 221 
8999 000; email: ADs@easa.europa.eu; 
website: easa.europa.eu. You may find the 
EASA material on the EASA website at 
ad.easa.europa.eu. 

(4) You may view this material at the FAA, 
Office of the Regional Counsel, Southwest 
Region, 10101 Hillwood Parkway, Room 6N– 
321, Fort Worth, TX 76177. For information 
on the availability of this material at the 
FAA, call (817) 222–5110. 

(5) You may view this material at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at NARA, 
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov. 

Issued on January 14, 2026. 
Steven W. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Compliance & 
Airworthiness Division, Aircraft Certification 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01180 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–1115; Project 
Identifier AD–2024–00797–E; Amendment 
39–23240; AD 2026–02–04] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; CFM 
International, S.A. Engines 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new 
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain 
CFM International, S.A. (CFM) Model 
LEAP–1A23, LEAP–1A24, LEAP– 
1A24E1, LEAP–1A26, LEAP–1A26CJ, 
LEAP–1A26E1, LEAP–1A29, LEAP– 
1A29CJ, LEAP–1A30, LEAP–1A32, 
LEAP–1A33, LEAP–1A33B2, and 
LEAP–1A35A engines. This AD was 
prompted by a report of multiple 
aborted takeoffs and air turn-backs 
(ATBs) caused by high-pressure 
compressor (HPC) stall, which was 
induced by high levels of non- 
synchronous vibration (NSV). 
Additional manufacturer investigation 
revealed that wear on the No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housing can lead to high 
levels of NSV. This AD requires initial 
and repetitive calculations of the levels 
of NSV, inspection of the stage 2 high- 
pressure turbine (HPT) nozzle assembly 
honeycomb and HPT stator stationary 
seal honeycomb and, depending on the 
results of the calculations and 
inspections, replacement of certain 
parts. This AD also requires 
replacement of certain No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housings at the next shop 
visit. The FAA is issuing this AD to 
address the unsafe condition on these 
products. 

DATES: This AD is effective February 26, 
2026. 

The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference 
of certain publications listed in this AD 
as of February 26, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: 

AD Docket: You may examine the AD 
docket at regulations.gov under Docket 
No. FAA–2025–1115; or in person at 
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this final rule, any comments 
received, and other information. The 
address for Docket Operations is U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Docket 
Operations, M–30, West Building 
Ground Floor, Room W12–140, 1200 

New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20590. 

Material Incorporated by Reference: 
• For CFM material identified in this 

AD, contact CFM, GE Aviation Fleet 
Support, 1 Neumann Way, M/D Room 
285, Cincinnati, OH 45215; phone: (877) 
432–3272; email: aviation.fleetsupport@
ge.com. 

• You may view this material at the 
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section, 
Operational Safety Branch, 1200 District 
Avenue, Burlington, MA 01803. For 
information on the availability of this 
material at the FAA, call (817) 222– 
5110. It is also available at 
regulations.gov under Docket No. FAA– 
2025–1115. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mehdi Lamnyi, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 2200 South 216th Street, 
Des Moines, WA 98198; phone: (781) 
238–7743; email: mehdi.lamnyi@
faa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The FAA issued a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) to amend 14 CFR 
part 39 by adding an AD that would 
apply to certain CFM Model LEAP– 
1A23, LEAP–1A24, LEAP–1A24E1, 
LEAP–1A26, LEAP–1A26CJ, LEAP– 
1A26E1, LEAP–1A29, LEAP–1A29CJ, 
LEAP–1A30, LEAP–1A32, LEAP–1A33, 
LEAP–1A33B2, and LEAP–1A35A 
engines. The NPRM was published in 
the Federal Register on June 25, 2025 
(90 FR 26947). The NPRM was 
prompted by a notification from the 
engine manufacturer of three aborted 
takeoffs and two ATBs caused by HPC 
stall on CFM Model LEAP–1A engines. 
Additional manufacturer investigation 
revealed that wear on the No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housing can lead to high 
levels of NSV, which could induce HPC 
stall. As a result of its investigation, the 
manufacturer published service material 
that specifies procedures for addressing 
this situation. The FAA previously 
published AD 2024–07–06, Amendment 
39–22727 (89 FR 33211, April 29, 2024), 
to address this condition for parts from 
one specific supplier whose parts have 
shown increased susceptibility to 
premature wear. Since the publication 
of that AD, the manufacturer has 
identified another supplier whose parts 
are also susceptible to the same type of 
premature wear. 

In the NPRM, the FAA proposed to 
require initial and repetitive 
calculations of the levels of NSV, 
inspection of the stage 2 HPT nozzle 
assembly honeycomb and HPT stator 
stationary seal honeycomb and, 
depending on the results of the 

calculations and inspections, 
replacement of certain parts. This AD 
also requires replacement of certain No. 
3 bearing spring finger housings at the 
next shop visit. The FAA is issuing this 
AD to address the unsafe condition on 
these products. 

Discussion of Final Airworthiness 
Directive 

Comments 

The FAA received comments from 
four commenters. The commenters were 
the Air Line Pilots Association, 
International (ALPA), American 
Airlines (AAL), CFM, and the 
Foundation for Aviation Safety. ALPA 
supported the NPRM without change. 
The following presents the comments 
received on the NPRM and the FAA’s 
response to each comment. 

Request To Allow Automated Alerts for 
NSV Calculations 

AAL requested that the FAA allow for 
the use of automated CFM-provided 
alerts for NSV calculations as an 
alternative to the instructions in 
paragraph (g)(1) of the proposed AD. 
AAL noted that automated Customer 
Notification Reports for exceedance of 
NSV thresholds are already in use to 
provide continuous evaluation of NSV 
data and reduce the risk of errors 
created in manual inspection or 
calculation of NSV data. 

The FAA disagrees with the 
commenter’s request to add automated 
CFM provided alerts as an additional 
method of compliance in the final rule 
because automated CNRs are dependent 
on continuous data transmission from 
the aircraft to CFM. If data transmission 
is interrupted, CNRs cannot be 
generated, potentially leaving unsafe 
conditions undetected. CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 
002–00, dated September 24, 2025, 
specifies that operators verify every 50 
cycles that at least 100 cycles of post- 
flight data exist within each 125-cycle 
period to ensure the monitoring system 
is functioning, as specified in paragraph 
5.A.(1). This AD requires this action. 
However, if any operator prefers to 
address the unsafe condition by means 
other than those specified in the 
referenced service information, they 
may request approval for an AMOC in 
accordance with paragraph (k) of this 
AD and, if approved, may use it instead 
of the procedures specified in the 
service information and the final rule. 
The FAA did not change this AD as a 
result of this comment. 
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Request To Refer to New Service 
Material 

CFM requested that the FAA revise 
the ‘‘Material Incorporated by Reference 
under 1 CFR part 51’’ paragraph and 
paragraphs (c), (g), (h), (i), and (l) of the 
proposed AD to refer to CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 
002–00, dated September 24, 2025, 
rather than CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00– 
0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 001–00, dated 
April 30, 2025. CFM also requested that 
the FAA revise the ‘‘Material 
Incorporated by Reference under 1 CFR 
part 51’’ paragraph of the proposed AD 
to the following: ‘‘The FAA also 
reviewed CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00– 
0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00, dated 
September 24, 2025. This service 
material identifies the affected No. 3 
bearing spring finger housings and 
specifies procedures for monitoring 
NSV during engine operation, replacing 
the affected No. 3 bearing spring finger 
housing, inspecting the stage 2 HPT 
nozzle assembly honeycomb, and 
inspecting the HPT stator stationary seal 
honeycomb.’’ CFM noted that CFM SB 
LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, 
Issue 002–00, dated September 24, 2025, 
specifies to inspect the stage 2 HPT 
nozzle assembly and HPT stator 
stationary seal, but does not state to 
replace them, and includes the updated 
method for accessing CFM diagnostics. 

The FAA agrees with the content in 
the requested language and has revised 
this final rule in all areas to refer to CFM 
SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A– 
D, Issue 002–00, dated September 24, 
2025, rather than CFM SB LEAP–1A– 
72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 001– 
00, dated April 30, 2025. These changes 
will not increase the economic burden 
on any operator. 

Request To Specify Replacement 
Threshold 

CFM requested that the FAA update 
the language in the ‘‘Summary’’ 
paragraph of the proposed AD to the 
following: ‘‘This AD also requires 
replacement of certain No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housings at next shop 
visit.’’ CFM also requested that the FAA 
update the language in the ‘‘Proposed 
AD Requirements in this NPRM’’ 
paragraph of the proposed AD to the 
following: ‘‘This proposed AD would 
also require replacement of the No. 3 
bearing spring finger housing at next 
shop visit, regardless of calculated level 
of NSV.’’ 

The FAA agrees with the content in 
the requested language and has revised 
the ‘‘Summary’’ paragraph of this AD as 
requested. However, the ‘‘Proposed AD 
Requirements in this NPRM’’ paragraph 
is not included in the final rule, 
therefore the FAA did not change that 
paragraph as a result of this comment. 

Request for Root Cause of Unsafe 
Condition 

The Foundation for Aviation Safety 
requested that the FAA provide the root 
cause of the unsafe condition, clarify the 
reason that it was not addressed during 
engine certification, and explain what 
certification steps have been put in 
place to prevent this for new engines 
being built. 

The FAA refers the commentor to the 
‘‘Background’’ paragraph of this AD for 
additional information. The FAA notes 
that the premature wear was not 
anticipated during initial certification 
and is limited to specific suppliers, and 
improvements to the production 
controls have been implemented to 
prevent future occurrences. The FAA 
did not change this AD as a result of this 
comment. 

Conclusion 

The FAA reviewed the relevant data, 
considered any comments received, and 
determined that air safety requires 
adopting this AD as proposed. 
Accordingly, the FAA is issuing this AD 
to address the unsafe condition on these 
products. Except for minor editorial 
changes, and any other changes 
described previously, this AD is 
adopted as proposed in the NPRM. 
None of the changes will increase the 
economic burden on any operator. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 
Under 1 CFR Part 51 

The FAA reviewed CFM Service 
Bulletin (SB) LEAP–1A–72–00–0536– 
01A–930A–D, Issue 001–00, dated July 
22, 2024. This service material specifies 
procedures for replacing the No. 3 
bearing spring finger housings, 
inspecting the stage 2 HPT nozzle 
assembly honeycomb, and inspecting 
the HPT stator stationary seal 
honeycomb. 

The FAA also reviewed CFM SB 
LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, 
Issue 002–00, dated September 24, 2025. 
This service material identifies the 
affected No. 3 bearing spring finger 
housings and specifies procedures for 
monitoring NSV during engine 
operation, inspecting the stage 2 HPT 
nozzle assembly honeycomb, and 
inspecting the HPT stator stationary seal 
honeycomb. 

This material is reasonably available 
because the interested parties have 
access to it through their normal course 
of business or by the means identified 
in the ADDRESSES section. 

Costs of Compliance 

The FAA estimates that this AD 
affects three engines installed on 
airplanes of U.S. registry. 

The FAA estimates the following 
costs to comply with this AD: 

ESTIMATED COSTS 

Action Labor cost Parts cost Cost per 
product 

Cost on U.S. 
operators 

Calculate NSV data ............................................ 1 work-hour × $85 per hour = $85 ..................... $0 $85 $255 
Inspect stage 2 HPT nozzle assembly honey-

comb and HPT stator stationary seal honey-
comb.

4 work-hours × $85 per hour = $340 ................. 0 340 1,020 

Replace No. 3 bearing spring finger housing ..... 17 work-hours × $85 per hour = $1,445 ............ 64,590 66,035 198,105 

The FAA estimates the following 
costs to do any necessary replacements 

and inspections that would be required 
based on the results of the proposed 

calculation. The agency has no way of 
determining the number of engines that 
might need these replacements and 
inspections: 
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ON-CONDITION COSTS 

Action Labor cost Parts cost Cost per 
product 

Replace stage 2 HPT nozzle assembly honeycomb ... 8 work-hours × $85 per hour = $680 ........................... $58,536 $59,216 
Replace HPT stator stationary seal ............................. 8 work-hours × $85 per hour = $680 ........................... 6,855 7,535 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

Title 49 of the United States Code 
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII: 
Aviation Programs, describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking 
under the authority described in 
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section 
44701: General requirements. Under 
that section, Congress charges the FAA 
with promoting safe flight of civil 
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing 
regulations for practices, methods, and 
procedures the Administrator finds 
necessary for safety in air commerce. 
This regulation is within the scope of 
that authority because it addresses an 
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or 
develop on products identified in this 
rulemaking action. 

Regulatory Findings 

This AD will not have federalism 
implications under Executive Order 
13132. This AD will not have a 
substantial direct effect on the States, on 
the relationship between the national 
government and the States, or on the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this AD: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866, 

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation 
in Alaska, and 

(3) Will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Amendment 

Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as 
follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

■ 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
2026–02–04 CFM International, S.A.: 

Amendment 39–23240; Docket No. 
FAA–2025–1115; Project Identifier AD– 
2024–00797–E. 

(a) Effective Date 

This airworthiness directive (AD) is 
effective February 26, 2026. 

(b) Affected ADs 

None. 

(c) Applicability 

This AD applies to CFM International, S.A. 
(CFM) Model LEAP–1A23, LEAP–1A24, 
LEAP–1A24E1, LEAP–1A26, LEAP–1A26CJ, 
LEAP–1A26E1, LEAP–1A29, LEAP–1A29CJ, 
LEAP–1A30, LEAP–1A32, LEAP–1A33, 
LEAP–1A33B2, and LEAP–1A35A engines 
with an installed No. 3 bearing spring finger 
housing having part number (P/N) 
2629M62G01 and a serial number identified 
in Table 1 of CFM Service Bulletin (SB) 
LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 
002–00, dated September 24, 2025 (CFM SB 
LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 
002–00). 

(d) Subject 

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC) 
Code 7230, Turbine Engine Compressor 
Section. 

(e) Unsafe Condition 

This AD was prompted by a report of 
multiple aborted takeoffs and air turn-backs 
caused by high-pressure compressor (HPC) 
stall, which was induced by high levels of 
non-synchronous vibration (NSV), and an 
additional manufacturer investigation that 
revealed wear on the No. 3 bearing spring 
finger housing. The FAA is issuing this AD 
to prevent HPC stall. The unsafe condition, 
if not addressed, could result in engine 
power loss at a critical phase of flight such 
as takeoff or climb, loss of engine thrust 
control, reduced controllability of the 
airplane, and loss of the airplane. 

(f) Compliance 

Comply with this AD within the 
compliance times specified, unless already 
done. 

(g) Required Actions 
(1) Within 50 flight cycles (FCs) after the 

effective date of this AD and thereafter at 
intervals not to exceed 50 FCs, calculate the 
NSV data in accordance with the 
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs 
5.A.(1) and 5.A.(3), or 5.B.(1) and 5.B.(3) of 
CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A– 
D, Issue 002–00. 

(2) If, during any calculation required by 
paragraph (g)(1) of this AD, the NSV data 
exceeds the limits specified in the 
Accomplishment Instructions paragraph 
5.A.(4)(a)1, 5.A.(4)(a)2, or 5.B.(4)(a)1 of CFM 
SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, 
Issue 002–00, discontinue the calculations 
required by paragraph (g)(1) of this AD and 
within 25 FCs or 5 FCs, as applicable to the 
threshold exceeded, of the flight when these 
limits are exceeded: 

(i) Remove from service the No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housing having P/N 
2629M62G01 and a serial number identified 
in Table 1 of CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00– 
0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00, and 
replace with a part eligible for installation. 

(ii) Inspect the stage 2 high-pressure 
turbine (HPT) nozzle assembly honeycomb 
for rubs in accordance with the 
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs 
5.A.(4)(a)4b or 5.B.(4)(a)3b of CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00. 

(iii) Inspect the HPT stator stationary seal 
honeycomb for rubs in accordance with the 
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs 
5.A.(4)(a)4b or 5.B.(4)(a)3b of CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00. 

(3) If, during the inspection required by 
paragraph (g)(2)(ii) of this AD, the stage 2 
HPT nozzle assembly honeycomb fails to 
meet the serviceability criteria referenced in 
the Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs 
5.A.(4)(a)4b or 5.B.(4)(a)3b of CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00, 
before further flight, replace the stage 2 HPT 
nozzle assembly honeycomb. 

(4) If, during the inspection required by 
paragraph (g)(2)(iii) of this AD, the HPT 
stator stationary seal honeycomb fails to meet 
the serviceability criteria referenced in the 
Accomplishment Instructions, paragraphs 
5.A.(4)(a)4b or 5.B.(4)(a)3b of CFM SB LEAP– 
1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00, 
before further flight, replace the HPT stator 
stationary seal. 

(5) At the next shop visit after the effective 
date of this AD, perform the following: 

(i) Replace the No. 3 bearing spring finger 
housing having P/N 2629M62G01 and a 
serial number identified in Table 1 of CFM 
SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, 
Issue 002–00, with a part eligible for 
installation in accordance with paragraph 
5.A.(1) of CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0536– 
01A–930A–D, Issue 001–00, dated July 22, 
2024 (CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0536–01A– 
930A–D, Issue 001–00); and, 
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(ii) Inspect the stage 2 HPT nozzle 
assembly honeycomb and the HPT stator 
stationary seal honeycomb for rubs and 
disposition in accordance with paragraph 
5.B.(4) and 5.B.(5) of CFM SB LEAP–1A–72– 
00–0536–01A–930A–D, Issue 001–00. 

(h) Terminating Action 
Replacement of the No. 3 bearing spring 

finger housing having P/N 2629M62G01 and 
a serial number identified in Table 1 of CFM 
SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, 
Issue 002–00 with a part eligible for 
installation, as specified in paragraph (g)(2)(i) 
and (g)(5) of this AD, constitutes terminating 
action for the calculations required by 
paragraph (g)(1) of this AD. 

(i) Definitions 
(1) For the purpose of this AD, a ‘‘part 

eligible for installation’’ is a No. 3 bearing 
spring finger housing that does not have P/ 
N 2629M62G01 and a serial number 
identified in Table 1 of CFM SB LEAP–1A– 
72–00–0562–01A–930A–D, Issue 002–00. 

(2) For the purpose of this AD, a ‘‘shop 
visit’’ is the induction of an engine into the 
shop for maintenance involving the 
separation of pairs of major mating engine 
flanges, except that the separation of engine 
flanges solely for the purposes of 
transportation without subsequent engine 
maintenance does not constitute an engine 
shop visit. 

(j) Credit for Previous Actions 
You may take credit for the actions 

required by paragraphs (g)(1) through (4) and 
(h) of this AD if you performed these actions 
before the effective date of this AD using 
CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A–930A– 
D, Issue 001–00, dated April 30, 2025. 

(k) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, AIR–520 Continued 
Operational Safety Branch, FAA, has the 
authority to approve AMOCs for this AD, if 
requested using the procedures found in 14 
CFR 39.19. In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, 
send your request to your principal inspector 
or local Flight Standards District Office, as 
appropriate. If sending information directly 
to the Manager, AIR–520 Continued 
Operational Safety Branch, send it to the 
attention of the person identified in 
paragraph (l) of this AD and email to: 
AMOC@faa.gov. 

(2) Before using any approved AMOC, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector, 
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager 
of the local flight standards district office/ 
certificate holding district office. 

(3) For service material that contains steps 
that are labeled as Required for Compliance 
(RC), the following provisions apply. 

(i) The steps labeled as RC, including 
substeps under an RC step and any figures 
identified in an RC step, that are required by 
paragraph (g) of this AD must be done to 
comply with this AD. An AMOC is required 
for any deviations to RC steps required by 
paragraph (g) of this AD, including substeps 
and identified figures. 

(ii) Steps not labeled as RC may be 
deviated from using accepted methods in 
accordance with the operator’s maintenance 

or inspection program without obtaining 
approval of an AMOC, provided the RC steps, 
including substeps and identified figures, can 
still be done as specified, and the airplane 
can be put back in an airworthy condition. 

(l) Additional Information 
(1) For more information about this AD, 

contact Mehdi Lamnyi, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 2200 South 216th Street, Des 
Moines, WA 98198; phone: (781) 238–7743; 
email: mehdi.lamnyi@faa.gov. 

(2) For CFM material, which is not 
incorporated by reference in this AD, contact 
CFM, GE Aviation Fleet Support, 1 Neumann 
Way, M/D Room 285, Cincinnati, OH 45215; 
phone: (877) 432–3272; email: 
aviation.fleetsupport@ge.com. 

(m) Material Incorporated by Reference 
(1) The Director of the Federal Register 

approved the incorporation by reference 
(IBR) of the material listed in this paragraph 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You must use this material as 
applicable to do the actions required by this 
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise. 

(i) CFM International, S.A. (CFM) Service 
Bulletin (SB) LEAP–1A–72–00–0536–01A– 
930A–D, Issue 001–00, dated July 22, 2024. 

(ii) CFM SB LEAP–1A–72–00–0562–01A– 
930A–D, Issue 002–00, dated September 24, 
2025. 

(3) For CFM material identified in this AD, 
contact CFM, GE Aviation Fleet Support, 1 
Neumann Way, M/D Room 285, Cincinnati, 
OH 45215; phone: (877) 432–3272; email: 
aviation.fleetsupport@ge.com. 

(4) You may view this material at the FAA, 
Airworthiness Products Section, Operational 
Safety Branch, 1200 District Avenue, 
Burlington, MA 01803. For information on 
the availability of this material at the FAA, 
call (817) 222–5110. 

(5) You may view this material at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at NARA, 
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov. 

Issued on January 13, 2026. 
Peter A. White, 
Deputy Director, Integrated Certificate 
Management Division, Aircraft Certification 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01152 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2026–0012; Project 
Identifier MCAI–2024–00483–R; Amendment 
39–23238; AD 2026–02–02] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; PZL-Swidnik 
S.A. Helicopters 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 

ACTION: Final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is adopting a new 
airworthiness directive (AD) for certain 
PZL-Swidnik S.A. (Swidnik) Model PZL 
W–3A helicopters. This AD was 
prompted by the detection of corrosion 
on the main rotor blade (MRB) 
attachment bolts. This AD requires 
repetitively inspecting the MRB 
attachment bolts and, depending on the 
results of the inspection, repairing or 
replacing any affected bolts. This AD 
also requires reporting the inspection 
results and prohibits installing any MRB 
attachment bolt unless certain 
requirements are met. The FAA is 
issuing this AD to address the unsafe 
condition on these products. 
DATES: This AD is effective February 6, 
2026. 

The Director of the Federal Register 
approved the incorporation by reference 
of a certain publication listed in this AD 
as of February 6, 2026. 

The FAA must receive comments on 
this AD by March 9, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may send comments, 
using the procedures found in 14 CFR 
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
regulations.gov. Follow the instructions 
for submitting comments. 

• Fax: (202) 493–2251. 
• Mail: U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Docket Operations, M– 
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

• Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail 
address above between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. 

AD Docket: You may examine the AD 
docket at regulations.gov under Docket 
No. FAA–2026–0012; or in person at 
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this final rule, the mandatory 
continuing airworthiness information 
(MCAI), any comments received, and 
other information. The street address for 
Docket Operations is listed above. 

Material Incorporated by Reference: 
• For PZL-Świdnik S.A material 

identified in this AD, contact Swidnik, 
Al. Lotników Polskich 1, 21–045 
Świdnik, Poland; phone: (+48) 81722 
5000; email: PL-CustomerSupport.AW@
leonardocompany.com; or at https://
www.pzlswidnik.pl/en/home. 

• You may view this material at the 
FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 10101 Hillwood 
Parkway, Room 6N–321, Fort Worth, TX 
76177. For information on the 
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availability of this material at the FAA, 
call (817) 222–5110. It is also available 
at regulations.gov under Docket No. 
FAA–2026–0012. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Adam Hein, Aviation Safety Engineer, 
FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 410, 
Westbury, NY 11590; phone: (316) 946– 
4116; email: adam.hein@faa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 

The FAA invites you to send any 
written data, views, or arguments about 
this final rule. Send your comments 
using a method listed under the 
ADDRESSES section. Include ‘‘Docket No. 
FAA–2026–0012; Project Identifier 
MCAI–2024–00483–R’’ at the beginning 
of your comments. The most helpful 
comments reference a specific portion of 
the final rule, explain the reason for any 
recommended change, and include 
supporting data. The FAA will consider 
all comments received by the closing 
date and may amend this final rule 
because of those comments. 

Except for Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) as described in the 
following paragraph, and other 
information as described in 14 CFR 
11.35, the FAA will post all comments 
received, without change, to 
regulations.gov, including any personal 
information you provide. The agency 
will also post a report summarizing each 
substantive verbal contact received 
about this final rule. 

Confidential Business Information 

CBI is commercial or financial 
information that is both customarily and 
actually treated as private by its owner. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt 
from public disclosure. If your 
comments responsive to this AD contain 
commercial or financial information 
that is customarily treated as private, 
that you actually treat as private, and 
that is relevant or responsive to this AD, 
it is important that you clearly designate 
the submitted comments as CBI. Please 
mark each page of your submission 
containing CBI as ‘‘PROPIN.’’ The FAA 
will treat such marked submissions as 
confidential under the FOIA, and they 
will not be placed in the public docket 
of this AD. Submissions containing CBI 
should be sent to Adam Hein, Aviation 
Safety Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart 
Avenue, Suite 410, Westbury, NY 
11590. Any commentary that the FAA 
receives which is not specifically 
designated as CBI will be placed in the 
public docket for this rulemaking. 

Background 

The European Union Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA), which is the Technical 
Agent for the Member States of the 
European Union, has issued EASA AD 
2024–0166, dated August 21, 2024 
(EASA AD 2024–0166) (also referred to 
as the MCAI), to correct an unsafe 
condition on PZL Model PZL W–3A and 
PZL W–3AS helicopters. The MCAI 
states that during replacement of the 
MRBs on a PZL W–3A helicopter, 
corrosion of the MRB attachment bolts 
was found. The MCAI further states the 
affected MRB attachment bolts had been 
installed for 7 months and had 
accumulated 243 flight hours (FH), 
which is far below the defined service 
life limit of 2,700 FH for this critical 
part. The MCAI states this is an interim 
action and specifies that further action 
may follow. 

The unsafe condition, if not detected 
and corrected, could lead to cracks and 
failure of one or more of the MRB 
attachment bolts and result in loss of an 
MRB and consequent loss of control of 
the helicopter. 

You may examine the MCAI in the 
AD docket at regulations.gov under 
Docket No. FAA–2026–0012. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 
Under 1 CFR Part 51 

The FAA reviewed PZL-Świdnik 
Alert Service Bulletin No. ASB–37–24– 
347, dated July 11, 2024 (PZL ASB–37– 
24–347). This material specifies 
procedures for repetitively removing, 
cleaning, and inspecting part number 
(P/N) 37.21.000.50.00 MRB attachment 
bolts for surface or pitting corrosion, or 
mechanical damage and baked-on 
grease. If any of these conditions exist, 
PZL ASB–37–24–347 specifies either 
repairing the MRB attachment bolt if its 
condition is within acceptable/ 
repairable criteria or replacing it if its 
condition exceeds acceptable/repairable 
criteria. PZL ASB–37–24–347 also 
specifies reporting all inspection results 
to Swidnik. 

This material is reasonably available 
because the interested parties have 
access to it through their normal course 
of business or by the means identified 
in the ADDRESSES section. 

FAA’s Determination 

These products have been approved 
by the aviation authority of another 
country and are approved for operation 
in the United States. Pursuant to the 
FAA’s bilateral agreement with this 
State of Design Authority, it has notified 
the FAA of the unsafe condition 
described in the MCAI and material 
referenced above. The FAA is issuing 

this AD after determining that the 
unsafe condition described previously is 
likely to exist or develop on other 
products of the same type design. 

AD Requirements 

This AD requires accomplishing the 
actions specified in the material already 
described. This includes removing and 
cleaning each MRB attachment bolt, and 
depending on the inspection results, 
repairing or removing any bolt that is 
outside the repairable limits. This AD 
also requires reporting inspection 
results to the manufacturer and 
prohibits installing a P/N 
37.21.000.50.00 MRB attachment bolt on 
any helicopter unless it has been 
inspected in accordance with the AD 
requirements. 

Differences Between This AD and the 
MCAI 

The MCAI applies to Swidnik Model 
PZL W–3AS helicopters, whereas this 
AD does not because that model does 
not have an FAA type certificate. 

Justification for Immediate Adoption 
and Determination of the Effective Date 

Section 553(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (APA) (5 U.S.C. 551 et 
seq.) authorizes agencies to dispense 
with notice and comment procedures 
for rules when the agency, for ‘‘good 
cause,’’ finds that those procedures are 
‘‘impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary 
to the public interest.’’ Under this 
section, an agency, upon finding good 
cause, may issue a final rule without 
providing notice and seeking comment 
prior to issuance. Further, section 
553(d) of the APA authorizes agencies to 
make rules effective in less than thirty 
days, upon a finding of good cause. 

There are currently no domestic 
operators of these products. 
Accordingly, notice and opportunity for 
prior public comment are unnecessary, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b). In addition, 
for the foregoing reason, the FAA finds 
that good cause exists pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(d) for making this 
amendment effective in less than 30 
days. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act 

The requirements of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (RFA) do not apply when 
an agency finds good cause pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 553 to adopt a rule without 
prior notice and comment. Because the 
FAA has determined that it has good 
cause to adopt this rule without prior 
notice and comment, RFA analysis is 
not required. 
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Interim Action 
The FAA considers that this AD is an 

interim action. If final action is later 
identified, the FAA may consider 
further rulemaking. 

Costs of Compliance 
There are no costs of compliance with 

this AD because there are no helicopters 
with this type certificate on the U.S. 
Registry. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 
A federal agency may not conduct or 

sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, nor shall a person be subject 
to a penalty for failure to comply with 
a collection of information subject to the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid 
OMB Control Number. The OMB 
Control Number for this information 
collection is 2120–0056. Public 
reporting for this collection of 
information is estimated to take 
approximately 1 hour per response, 
including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data 
sources, gathering and maintaining the 
data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information. 
All responses to this collection of 
information are mandatory. Send 
comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing this burden, to: 
Information Collection Clearance 
Officer, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 10101 Hillwood 
Parkway, Fort Worth, TX 76177–1524. 

Authority for This Rulemaking 
Title 49 of the United States Code 

specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII: 
Aviation Programs describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking 
under the authority described in 
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section 
44701: General requirements. Under 
that section, Congress charges the FAA 
with promoting safe flight of civil 

aircraft in air commerce by prescribing 
regulations for practices, methods, and 
procedures the Administrator finds 
necessary for safety in air commerce. 
This regulation is within the scope of 
that authority because it addresses an 
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or 
develop on products identified in this 
rulemaking action. 

Regulatory Findings 

This AD will not have federalism 
implications under Executive Order 
13132. This AD will not have a 
substantial direct effect on the States, on 
the relationship between the national 
government and the States, or on the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this AD: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866, 
and 

(2) Will not affect intrastate aviation 
in Alaska. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Amendment 

Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA amends 14 CFR part 39 as 
follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 

■ 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
2026–02–02 PZL-Swidnik S.A.: 

Amendment 39–23238; Docket No. 
FAA–2026–0012; Project Identifier 
MCAI–2024–00483–R. 

(a) Effective Date 

This airworthiness directive (AD) is 
effective February 6, 2026. 

(b) Affected ADs 

None. 

(c) Applicability 

This AD applies to PZL-Swidnik S.A. 
Model PZL W–3A helicopters, certificated in 
any category. 

(d) Subject 

Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC) 
Code 6200: Main Rotor System. 

(e) Unsafe Condition 

This AD was prompted by a report of 
corrosion on main rotor blade (MRB) 
attachment bolts. The FAA is issuing this AD 
to address corrosion on the MRB attachment 
bolts, which if not detected and corrected, 
could lead to cracks and failure of one or 
more of the attachment bolts, resulting in loss 
of an MRB and consequent loss of control of 
the helicopter. 

(f) Compliance 

Comply with this AD within the 
compliance times specified, unless already 
done. 

(g) Required Actions 

(1) Within 100 hours time-in-service (TIS) 
or 3 months, whichever occurs first after the 
effective date of this AD: 

(i) Remove each MRB attachment bolt part 
number (P/N) 37.21.000.50.00 and clean it, in 
accordance with Chapter II Accomplishment 
Instructions, paragraph 2.2 of PZL-Świdnik 
Alert Service Bulletin No. ASB–37–24–347, 
dated July 11, 2024 (PZL ASB–37–24–347). 

(ii) Inspect each cleaned MRB attachment 
bolt for surface corrosion, pitting corrosion, 
or mechanical damage (defects), and 
damaged or missing protective coating as 
specified in Attachment 1, Criteria for 
Assessing Bolt Serviceability, paragraphs 1. 
and 2., of PZL ASB–37–24–347. 

(iii) If there is any defect (surface 
corrosion, pitting corrosion, or mechanical 
damage), polish the affected area with 
sandpaper and determine if the MRB 
attachment bolt is within repairable limits as 
specified in Attachment 2, Bolt Repair, of 
PZL ASB–37–24–347. 

(A) If the MRB attachment bolt is within 
repairable limits, before further flight repair 
the bolt in accordance with Attachment 2 
Bolt Repair, of PZL ASB–37–24–347. 

(B) If the MRB attachment bolt is beyond 
repairable limits, before further flight, 
remove the MRB attachment bolt from 
service and replace it with a serviceable bolt. 

(2) Thereafter, repeat the actions required 
by paragraphs (g)(1)(i) through (iii) in 
accordance with the inspection intervals in 
table 1 to paragraph (g)(2) of this AD. 

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (g)(2)—INSPECTION INTERVALS 

Inspection results and/or action(s) accomplished during the last inspections Repetitive intervals 
(hours TIS or calendar time, whichever occurs first) 

No defects of any bolt and no damaged or missing protective coating of any bolt were 
found or The damaged or missing protective coating of each discrepant and each 
repaired bolt has been renewed/applied or All the discrepant bolts or all the af-
fected parts have been replaced with serviceable parts.

Within 300 hours TIS or 12 months, whichever occurs 
first, since the last inspection. 
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TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (g)(2)—INSPECTION INTERVALS—Continued 

Inspection results and/or action(s) accomplished during the last inspections Repetitive intervals 
(hours TIS or calendar time, whichever occurs first) 

No defects of any bolt were found and for which the protective coating was found 
damaged during the last inspection and the protective coating has not been re-
newed.

Within 25 hours TIS or 6 months, whichever occurs first, 
since the last inspection. 

(3) Within 30 days after each inspection 
required by this AD, report the inspection 
results to PZL-Swidnik S.A. The report must 
include the information specified in Chapter 
VI, paragraph 2.3 of PZL ASB–37–24–347. 

(h) Parts Installation Limitation 
As of the effective date of this AD, do not 

install an MRB attachment bolt P/N 
37.21.000.50.00, on any helicopter unless it 
has been inspected in accordance with the 
requirements of this AD. 

(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, International Validation 
Branch, FAA, has the authority to approve 
AMOCs for this AD, if requested using the 
procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. In 
accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, send your 
request to your principal inspector or local 
Flight Standards District Office, as 
appropriate. If sending information directly 
to the manager of the International Validation 
Branch, send it to the attention of the person 
identified in paragraph (j) of this AD and 
email to: AMOC@faa.gov. 

(2) Before using any approved AMOC, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector, 
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager 
of the local flight standards district office/ 
certificate holding district office. 

(j) Additional Information 
For more information about this AD, 

contact Adam Hein, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 
410, Westbury, NY 11590; phone: (316) 946– 
4116; email: adam.hein@faa.gov. 

(k) Material Incorporated by Reference 
(1) The Director of the Federal Register 

approved the incorporation by reference of 
the material listed in this paragraph under 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You must use this material as 
applicable to do the actions required by this 
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise. 

(i) PZL-Świdnik Alert Service Bulletin No. 
ASB–37–24–347, dated July 11, 2024. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) For PZL-Swidnik S.A. material 

identified in this AD, contact PZL-Swidnik 
S.A., 21–045, Swidnik, Poland; phone: +48 
81 722 50 00; email: PL- 
CustomerSupport.AW@leonardo.com; 
website: https://extranet.pzl.swidnik.pl. 

(4) You may view this material at the FAA, 
Office of the Regional Counsel, Southwest 
Region, 10101 Hillwood Parkway, Room 6N– 
321, Fort Worth, TX 76177. For information 
on the availability of this material at the 
FAA, call (817) 222–5110. 

(5) You may view this material at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For information on 

the availability of this material at NARA, 
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov. 

Issued on January 12, 2026. 
Steven W. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Compliance & 
Airworthiness Division, Aircraft Certification 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01182 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 71 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–5147; Airspace 
Docket No. 25–AEA–17] 

RIN 2120–AA66 

Amendment of Class D and Class E4 
Airspace Over Wilkes-Barre, PA 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: This action amends Class D 
and Class E4 airspace at Wilkes-Barre/ 
Scranton International Airport, Wilkes- 
Barre, PA, due to the currently 
designated airspace not properly 
containing instrument flight rule (IFR) 
operations, which require controlled 
airspace. This action also updates the 
geographic coordinates of the airport 
and language related to the hours of 
operation of the air traffic control tower 
within the airspace legal descriptions. 
DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, May 14, 
2026. The Director of the Federal 
Register approves this incorporation by 
reference action under 1 CFR part 51, 
subject to the annual revision of FAA 
Order JO 7400.11 and publication of 
conforming amendments. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the notice of 
proposed rulemaking (NPRM), all 
comments received, this final rule, and 
all background material may be viewed 
online at www.regulations.gov using the 
FAA Docket number. Electronic 
retrieval help and guidelines are 
available on the website. It is available 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. An 
electronic copy of this document may 
also be downloaded from 
www.federalregister.gov. 

FAA Order JO 7400.11K, Airspace 
Designations and Reporting Points, as 
well as subsequent amendments, can be 
viewed online at www.faa.gov/air_
traffic/publications/. For further 
information, you may also contact the 
Rules and Regulations Group, Policy 
Directorate, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 600 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20597; 
Telephone: (202) 267–8783. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Marc Ellerbee, Operations Support 
Group, Eastern Service Center, Federal 
Aviation Administration, 1701 
Columbia Avenue, College Park, GA 
30337; Telephone: (404) 305–5589. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Authority for This Rulemaking 
The FAA’s authority to issue rules 

regarding aviation safety is found in 
Title 49 of the United States Code. 
Subtitle I, Section 106, describes the 
authority of the FAA Administrator. 
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs, 
describes in more detail the scope of the 
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is 
promulgated under the authority 
described in Subtitle VII, Part A, 
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that 
section, the FAA is charged with 
prescribing regulations to assign the use 
of airspace necessary to ensure the 
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of 
airspace. This regulation is within the 
scope of that authority as it amends 
Class D and Class E4 airspace in Wilkes- 
Barre, PA. 

History 
The FAA published an NPRM for 

Docket No. FAA–2025–5147 in the 
Federal Register (90 FR 52901; 
November 24, 2025), proposing to 
amend Class D and Class E4 airspace 
and above Wilkes-Barre, PA. Interested 
parties were invited to participate in 
this rulemaking effort by submitting 
written comments on the proposal to the 
FAA. One comment was received from 
the Citizens Rulemaking Alliance. 

Overall, the comment and 
accompanying petition are not 
applicable to the proposed airspace 
action; however, the following 
explanations are provided. 

The comment and accompanying 
petition requested that the FAA either 
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withdraw the final rule and issue an 
NPRM, or that the FAA delay the 
effective date, and supplement the 
record. The comment was written as if 
the FAA had already issued a final rule, 
but, in fact, the FAA had only issued an 
NPRM. The FAA provided a 45-day 
comment period. The comment and 
petition were submitted in response to 
the NPRM during this 45-day comment 
period. The FAA is only now 
proceeding to a final rule in this action. 
Therefore, the comment is largely 
unrelated and irrelevant to this action. 

The petition objects to bypassing 
notice and comment as part of its 
confusion regarding the phase of 
rulemaking. However, the FAA did not 
bypass notice and comment on any 
aspect of this action. As explained, the 
comment was submitted during the 
aforementioned comment period. When 
the FAA elects to bypass notice and 
comment for all or part of an airspace 
action, it conducts a thorough review of 
the action and surrounding 
circumstances to determine whether 
good cause exists for doing so pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B). No such analysis 
was necessary here, though, as the FAA 
did not bypass notice and comment. 

The petition requests more detailed 
discussion regarding the FAA’s analyses 
under the Regulatory Flexibility Act and 
Executive Order (E.O.) 12866. The FAA 
has met its legal obligations for this 
action under the aforementioned 
authorities and declines the petition’s 
requests. 

Additionally, the petition 
recommends that the FAA publish a 
comparison table of the airspace legal 
description, before-and-after maps, and 
GIS shapefiles providing a comparative 
description of the changes to the 
airspace. The comment also requests 
that the FAA identify the instrument 
procedures that motivated the change. 

The FAA has no specific legal duty to 
provide the requested comparative 
materials, and they are not routinely 
provided unless the airspace changes 
are unusually complex and an expanded 
explanation of the changes is necessary 
to allow for meaningful comment. In 
this case, the airspace change is 
relatively straightforward. The changes 
to the airspace legal description are also 
explained in detail both within the 
NPRM and this final rule. 

Incorporation by Reference 
Class D and Class E4 airspace 

designations are published in 
paragraphs 5000 and 6004 of FAA Order 
JO 7400.11, Airspace Designations and 
Reporting Points, which is incorporated 
by reference in 14 CFR 71.1 on an 
annual basis. This document amends 

the latest version of that order, FAA 
Order JO 7400.11K, dated August 4, 
2025, and effective September 15, 2025. 
These amendments will be published in 
the next update to FAA Order JO 
7400.11. FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
which lists Class A, B, C, D, and E 
airspace areas, air traffic service routes, 
and reporting points, is publicly 
available as listed in the ADDRESSES 
section of this document. 

The Rule 
This action amends 14 CFR part 71 by 

modifying the Class D and Class E4 
airspace for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport, Wilkes-Barre, PA. 
Controlled airspace is necessary for the 
safety and management of IFR 
operations in the area for existing 
instrument approach procedures. 

This action amends the Class D 
airspace over Wilkes-Barre, PA, by 
updating the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport geographic 
coordinates and increasing the lateral 
boundary of the Class D airspace from 
a 4.1-mile radius of the airport to a 4.2- 
mile radius of the airport for better 
containment of IFR procedures. 

This action also amends the Class E4 
airspace over Wilkes-Barre, PA, by 
modifying the dimensions from the 
current configuration to that airspace 
extending upward from the surface 
within 2 miles each side of a 033° 
bearing from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport extending from the 
4.2-mile radius to 9.4 miles northeast of 
the airport, and within 1 mile either 
side of a 214° bearing from the airport 
extending from the 4.2-mile radius to 
7.3 miles southwest of the airport. This 
reconfiguration properly contains the 
currently published standard 
instrument approach procedures. 

This action also removes the language 
in the Wilkes-Barre, PA, Class E4 
Airspace legal description that indicates 
a part-time status, as the control tower 
is in operation 24 hours a day. 

Regulatory Notices and Analyses 
The FAA has determined that this 

regulation only involves an established 
body of technical regulations for which 
frequent and routine amendments are 
necessary to keep them operationally 
current. It, therefore: (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3) 
does not warrant preparation of a 
Regulatory Evaluation as the anticipated 
impact is so minimal. Since this is a 
routine matter that will only affect air 
traffic procedures and air navigation, it 

is certified that this proposed rule, 
when promulgated, does not have a 
significant economic impact on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

Environmental Review 

The FAA has determined that this 
action qualifies for categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act in accordance with FAA 
Order 1050.1G, ‘‘FAA National 
Environmental Policy Act Implementing 
Procedures’’ paragraph B–2.5(a). This 
airspace action is not expected to cause 
any potentially significant 
environmental impacts, and no 
extraordinary circumstances exist that 
warrant the preparation of an 
environmental assessment. 

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71 

Airspace, Incorporation by reference, 
Navigation (air). 

The Amendment 

In consideration of the foregoing, the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows: 

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A, 
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR 
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND 
REPORTING POINTS 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 71 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103, 
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 
1959–1963 Comp., p. 389. 

§ 71.1 [Amended] 

■ 2. The incorporation by reference in 
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
Airspace Designations and Reporting 
Points, dated August 4, 2025, and 
effective September 15, 2025, is 
amended as follows: 

Paragraph 5000 Class D Airspace. 

* * * * * 

AEA PA D Wilkes-Barre, PA [Amended] 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton International Airport, 
PA 

(Lat. 41°20′19″ N, long. 75°43′24″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from the 

surface to and including 3,500 feet MSL 
within a 4.2-mile radius of Wilkes-Barre/ 
Scranton International Airport. 

* * * * * 

Paragraph 6004 Class E Airspace 
Designated as an Extension to a Class D 
Surface Area. 

* * * * * 

AEA PA E4 Wilkes-Barre, PA [Amended] 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton International Airport, 
PA 
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(Lat. 41°20′19″ N, long 75°43′24″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from the 

surface within 2 miles each side of a 033° 
bearing from Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
International Airport extending from the 4.2- 
mile radius to 9.4 miles northeast of the 
airport, and within 1 mile either side of a 
214° bearing from the airport extending from 
the 4.2-mile radius to 7.3 miles southwest of 
the airport. 

* * * * * 
Issued in College Park, Georgia, on January 

20, 2026. 
Patrick Young, 
Manager, Airspace & Procedures Team North, 
Eastern Service Center, Air Traffic 
Organization. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01172 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 71 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–5107; Airspace 
Docket No. 25–AGL–16] 

RIN 2120–AA66 

Amendment of Class D and Class E 
Airspace; Ashland, Bucyrus, and 
Mansfield, OH 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: This action amends the Class 
D and Class E airspace at Mansfield, 
OH; and the Class E airspace at Ashland 
and Bucyrus, OH. The name of the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport, 
Mansfield, OH; the name and 
geographic coordinates of the University 
Hospitals Samaritan Medical Center 
Heliport, Ashland, OH, and Port 
Bucyrus/Crawford County Airport, 
Bucyrus, OH, are also being updated to 
coincide with the FAA’s aeronautical 
database. This action is the result of 
airspace reviews conducted due to the 
decommissioning of the Mansfield very 
high frequency omnidirectional range 
(VOR) as part of the VOR Minimum 
Operational Network (MON) Program. 
This action brings the airspace into 
compliance with FAA orders and 
supports instrument flight rule (IFR) 
procedures and operations. 
DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, May 14, 
2026. The Director of the Federal 
Register approves this incorporation by 
reference action under 1 CFR part 51, 
subject to the annual revision of FAA 
Order JO 7400.11 and publication of 
conforming amendments. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the notice of 
proposed rulemaking (NPRM), all 

comments received, this final rule, and 
all background material may be viewed 
online at www.regulations.gov using the 
FAA Docket number. Electronic 
retrieval help and guidelines are 
available on the website. It is available 
24 hours each day, 365 days each year. 
An electronic copy of this document 
may also be downloaded from 
www.federalregister.gov. 

FAA Order JO 7400.11K, Airspace 
Designations and Reporting Points, and 
subsequent amendments can be viewed 
online at www.faa.gov/air_traffic/ 
publications/. You may also contact the 
Rules and Regulations Group, Office of 
Policy, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591; 
telephone: (202) 267–8783. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jeffrey Claypool, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Operations Support 
Group, Central Service Center, 10101 
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX 
76177; telephone (817) 222–5711. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

The FAA’s authority to issue rules 
regarding aviation safety is found in 
Title 49 of the United States Code. 
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the 
authority of the FAA Administrator. 
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs, 
describes in more detail the scope of the 
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is 
promulgated under the authority 
described in Subtitle VII, Part A, 
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that 
section, the FAA is charged with 
prescribing regulations to assign the use 
of airspace necessary to ensure the 
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of 
airspace. This regulation is within the 
scope of that authority as it amends the 
Class D and Class E airspace at the 
affected airports to support IFR 
operations. 

History 

The FAA published an NPRM for 
Docket No. FAA–2025–5107 in the 
Federal Register (90 FR 52576; 
November 21, 2025) proposing to amend 
the Class D and Class E airspace at 
Mansfield, OH; and the Class E airspace 
at Ashland and Bucyrus, OH. Interested 
parties were invited to participate in 
this rulemaking effort by submitting 
written comments on the proposal to the 
FAA. One comment was received from 
the Citizens Rulemaking Alliance. 

Overall, the comment and 
accompanying petition are not 
applicable to the proposed airspace 
action; however, the following 
explanations are provided. 

The comment and accompanying 
petition requested that the FAA either 
withdraw the final rule and issue an 
NPRM, or that the FAA delay the 
effective date, open a 60-day comment 
period, and supplement the record. The 
comment was written as if the FAA had 
already issued a final rule, but in fact, 
the FAA had only issued an NPRM. The 
FAA provided a 45-day comment period 
for the NPRM, during which the 
commenter submitted its comment and 
petition. The commenter’s request had 
already been satisfied at the time the 
commenter submitted its comment and 
petition. Therefore, the comment is 
largely unrelated and irrelevant to this 
action. 

The petition further asserts that the 
FAA did not comply with the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act because of 
alleged boilerplate language. The 
petition makes assumptions that 
because standard language is used in the 
NPRM, the FAA did not perform the 
requisite analysis to comply with 
applicable rules and regulations. The 
FAA reviews updates to each piece of 
airspace individually and conducts all 
necessary analyses on its airspace 
actions in accordance with applicable 
law, authority, and agency guidance, 
including the Administrative 
Procedures Act, the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act, E.O. 12866, FAA Order 
JO 7400.2R, Procedures for Handling 
Airspace Matters, and FAA Order 
1050.1G, FAA National Environmental 
Policy Act Implementing Procedures. 
Language in the NPRM and final rule for 
this action utilizes certain standardized 
text common to similar routine airspace 
actions but is tailored to the specific 
action. Use of standardized text ensures 
consistency among similar routine 
actions and allows FAA to streamline 
one of its most prolific rulemaking 
portfolios. However, adoption of 
standardized text does not indicate a 
lack of thorough and adequate analysis. 

The comment also objects to 
bypassing notice and comment. 
However, the FAA did not bypass notice 
and comment for any aspect of this 
action. When the FAA elects to bypass 
notice and comment for all or part of an 
airspace action, it conducts a thorough 
review of the action and surrounding 
circumstances to determine whether 
good cause exists for doing so. No such 
analysis was necessary here, though, as 
the FAA did not bypass notice and 
comment. 

Incorporation by Reference 
Class D and E airspace designations 

relevant to this action are published in 
paragraphs 5000, 6002, and 6005 of 
FAA Order JO 7400.11, Airspace 
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Designations and Reporting Points, 
which is incorporated by reference in 14 
CFR 71.1 on an annual basis. This 
document amends the current version of 
that order, FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
dated August 4, 2025, and effective 
September 15, 2025. These amendments 
will be published in the next update to 
FAA Order JO 7400.11. FAA Order JO 
7400.11K, which lists Class A, B, C, D, 
and E airspace areas, air traffic service 
routes, and reporting points, is publicly 
available as listed in the ADDRESSES 
section of this document. 

The Rule 
This action amends 14 CFR part 71 by 

modifying the Class D, Class E surface 
area, and Class E airspace extending 
upward from 700 ft. above the surface 
at Mansfield, Ohio; and the Class E 
airspace extending upward from 700 ft. 
above the surface at Ashland, Ohio, and 
Bucyrus, Ohio, due to airspace reviews 
conducted as part of the 
decommissioning of the Mansfield VOR 
as part of the VOR MON Program. 

For the Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport, Mansfield, OH, Class D 
airspace, this action: (1) increases the 
radius from 4.4 miles to 5.4 miles from 
the airport; (2) updates the name of the 
airport from Mansfield Lahm Municipal 
Airport to Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport to coincide with the FAA’s 
aeronautical database; and (3) changes 
the outdated term of ‘‘Notice to Air 
Missions’’ to ‘‘Notice to Airmen.’’ 

For the Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport Class E surface area, this action: 
(1) increases the radius from 4.4 miles 
to 5.4 miles; and (2) changes the 
outdated term of ‘‘Notice to Air 
Missions’’ to ‘‘Notice to Airmen.’’ 

For the Ashland County Airport, 
Ashland, OH, Class E airspace 
extending upward from 700 ft. above the 
surface, this action: (1) increases the 
radius from 6.3 miles to 6.9 miles from 
the airport; and (2) removes the 
exclusion area as it is not required. 

For the University Hospitals 
Samaritan Medical Center Heliport, 
Ashland, OH, Class E airspace 
extending upward from 700 ft. above the 
surface, this action: (1) increases the 
radius from 6 miles to 6.7 miles; (2) 
replaces the point in space coordinates 
with the heliport reference point; and 
(3) updates the name of the heliport 
from Samaritan Hospital Heliport to 
University Hospitals Samaritan Medical 
Center Heliport to coincide with the 
FAA’s aeronautical database. 

For the Port Bucyrus/Crawford 
County Airport, Bucyrus, OH, Class E 
airspace extending upward from 700 ft. 
above the surface, this action: (1) 
increases the radius from 6.3 miles to 

6.8 miles; (2) removes the city 
associated with the airport in the 
airspace legal description to comply 
with changes to FAA Order JO 7400.2R; 
and (3) updates the name of the airport 
from Port Bucyrus-Crawford County 
Airport to Port Bucyrus/Crawford 
County Airport and updates the 
geographic coordinates to coincide with 
the FAA’s aeronautical database. 

For the Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport Class E airspace extending 
upward from 700 ft. above the surface, 
this action: (1) increases the radius from 
6.9 miles to 7.9 miles; (2) amends the 
extension northeast of the airport to 
within 2 miles each side of the 047° 
bearing from the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport extending from the 7.9- 
mile (previously 6.9-mile) radius from 
the airport to 8.9 miles northeast of the 
airport; (3) removes the Mansfield 
VORTAC and all associated extensions 
from the legal description; (4) adds an 
extension within 4 miles each side of 
the 137° bearing from the Mansfield 
Lahm RGNL: RWY 32–LOC extending 
from the 7.9-mile radius from the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport to 8.9 
miles southeast of the airport; (5) adds 
an extension within 4 miles each side of 
the 136° bearing from the MANNS NDB 
extending from the 7.9-mile radius of 
the Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport to 
15 miles southeast of the airport; (6) 
adds an extension 4 miles each side of 
the 137° bearing from the Mansfield 
Lahm Regional Airport extending from 
the 7.9-mile radius from the airport to 
11.2 miles southeast of the airport; and 
(7) adds an extension within 4 miles 
each side of the 317° bearing from the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport 
extending from the 7.9-mile radius of 
the airport to 11.6 miles northwest of 
the airport. 

For the Galion Municipal Airport, 
Galion, OH, Class E airspace extending 
upward from 700 ft. above the surface 
contained within the Mansfield, OH, 
airspace legal description, this action 
increases the radius from 6.3 miles to 
7.9 miles. 

For the Shelby Community Airport, 
Shelby, OH, Class E airspace extending 
upward from 700 ft. above the surface 
contained within the Mansfield, OH, 
airspace legal description, this action 
increases the radius from 6.3 miles to 7 
miles. 

And for the Willard Airport, Willard, 
OH, Class E airspace extending upward 
from 700 ft. above the surface contained 
within the Mansfield, OH, airspace legal 
description, this action increases the 
radius from 6.3 miles to 6.5 miles. 

Regulatory Notices and Analyses 

The FAA has determined that this 
regulation only involves an established 
body of technical regulations for which 
frequent and routine amendments are 
necessary to keep them operationally 
current. It, therefore: (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3) 
does not warrant preparation of a 
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated 
impact is so minimal. Since this is a 
routine matter that only affects air traffic 
procedures and air navigation, it is 
certified that this rule, when 
promulgated, does not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities under the 
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act. 

Environmental Review 

The FAA has determined that this 
action qualifies for categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act in accordance with FAA 
Order 1050.1G, ‘‘FAA National 
Environmental Policy Act Implementing 
Procedures,’’ Paragraph B–2.5(a). This 
airspace action is not expected to cause 
any potentially significant 
environmental impacts, and no 
extraordinary circumstances exist that 
warrant preparation of an 
environmental assessment. 

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR 71 

Airspace, Incorporation by reference, 
Navigation (air). 

The Amendment 

In consideration of the foregoing, the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows: 

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A, 
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR 
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND 
REPORTING POINTS 

■ 1. The authority citation for 14 CFR 
part 71 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103, 
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 
1959–1963 Comp., p. 389. 

§ 71.1 [Amended] 

■ 2. The incorporation by reference in 
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
Airspace Designations and Reporting 
Points, dated August 4, 2025, and 
effective September 15, 2025, is 
amended as follows: 

Paragraph 5000 Class D Airspace. 

* * * * * 
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AGL OH D Mansfield, OH [Amended] 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport, OH 

(Lat 40°49′17″ N, long 082°31′00″ W) 
That airspace extending from the surface to 

and including 3,800 feet MSL within a 5.4- 
mile radius of the Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport. This Class D airspace area is 
effective during the specific dates and times 
established in advance by Notice to Airmen. 
The effective dates and times will thereafter 
be continuously published in the Chart 
Supplement. 

* * * * * 

6002 Class E Airspace Areas Designated as 
Surface Areas. 

* * * * * 

AGL OH E2 Mansfield, OH [Amended] 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport, OH 

(Lat 40°49′17″ N, long 082°31′00″ W) 
Within a 5.4-mile radius of Mansfield 

Lahm Regional Airport. This Class E airspace 
area is effective during the specific dates and 
times established in advance by Notice to 
Airmen. The effective dates and times will 
thereafter be continuously published in the 
Chart Supplement. 

* * * * * 

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas 
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More 
Above the Surface of the Earth. 

* * * * * 

AGL OH E5 Ashland, OH [Amended] 
Ashland County Airport, OH 

(Lat 40°54′11″ N, long 082°15′20″ W) 
University Hospitals Samaritan Medical 

Center Heliport, OH 
(Lat 40°51′33″ N, long 082°18′31″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from 700 

feet above the surface within a 6.9-mile 
radius of Ashland County Airport; and 
within a 6.7-mile radius of the University 
Hospitals Samaritan Medical Center Heliport. 

* * * * * 

AGL OH E5 Bucyrus, OH [Amended] 

Port Bucyrus/Crawford County Airport, OH 
(Lat 40°46′54″ N, long 082°58′29″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from 700 

feet above the surface within a 6.8-mile 
radius of the Port Bucyrus/Crawford County 
Airport. 

* * * * * 

AGL OH E5 Mansfield, OH [Amended] 

Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport, OH 
(Lat 40°49′17″ N, long 082°31′00″ W) 

Mansfield Lahm RGNL: RWY 32–LOC 
(Lat 40°50′07″ N, long 082°31′51″ W) 

MANNS NDB 
(Lat 40°45′59″ N, long 082°26′43″ W) 

Galion Municipal Airport, OH 
(Lat 40°45′12″ N, long 082°43′26″ W) 

Shelby Community Airport, OH 
(Lat 40°52′22″ N, long 082°41′51″ W) 

Willard Airport, OH 
(Lat 41°02′20″ N, long 082°43′28″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from 700 

feet above the surface within a 7.9-mile 
radius of Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport; 
and within 2 miles each side of the 047° 

bearing from Mansfield Lahm Regional 
Airport extending from the 7.9-mile radius of 
the Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport to 8.9 
miles northeast of the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport; and within 4 miles each 
side of the 137° bearing from the Mansfield 
Lahm RGNL: RWY 32–LOC extending from 
the 7.9-mile radius of the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport to 8.9 miles southeast of the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport; and 
within 4 miles each side of the 136° bearing 
from the MANNS NDB extending from the 
7.9-mile radius of the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport to 15 miles southeast of the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport; and 
within 4 miles each side of the 137° bearing 
from the Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport 
extending from the 7.9-mile radius of the 
Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport to 11.2 
miles southeast of the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport; and within 4 miles each 
side of the 317° bearing from the Mansfield 
Lahm Regional Airport extending from the 
7.9-mile radius of the Mansfield Lahm 
Regional Airport to 11.6 miles northwest of 
the Mansfield Lahm Regional Airport; and 
within a 7.9-mile radius of Galion Municipal 
Airport; and within a 7-mile radius of Shelby 
Community Airport; and within a 6.5-mile 
radius of Willard Airport. 

* * * * * 
Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on January 20, 

2026. 
Jerry J. Creecy, 
Acting Manager, Operations Support Group, 
ATO Central Service Center. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01171 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 71 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–5108; Airspace 
Docket No. 25–AGL–17] 

RIN 2120–AA66 

Amendment of Class E Airspace; New 
Lexington, OH 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: This action amends the Class 
E airspace at New Lexington, OH. The 
name and geographic coordinates of Ed 
Newlon Field, New Lexington, OH, are 
also being updated to coincide with the 
FAA’s aeronautical database. This 
action is the result of an airspace review 
conducted due to the decommissioning 
of the Zanesville very high frequency 
omnidirectional range (VOR) as part of 
the VOR Minimum Operational 
Network (MON) Program. It brings the 
airspace into compliance with FAA 
orders and supports instrument flight 
rule (IFR) procedures and operations. 

DATES: Effective 0901 UTC, May 14, 
2026. The Director of the Federal 
Register approves this incorporation by 
reference action under 1 CFR part 51, 
subject to the annual revision of FAA 
Order JO 7400.11 and publication of 
conforming amendments. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the notice of 
proposed rulemaking (NPRM), all 
comments received, this final rule, and 
all background material may be viewed 
online at www.regulations.gov using the 
FAA Docket number. Electronic 
retrieval help and guidelines are 
available on the website. It is available 
24 hours each day, 365 days each year. 
An electronic copy of this document 
may also be downloaded from 
www.federalregister.gov. 

FAA Order JO 7400.11K, Airspace 
Designations and Reporting Points, and 
subsequent amendments can be viewed 
online at www.faa.gov/air_traffic/ 
publications/. You may also contact the 
Rules and Regulations Group, Office of 
Policy, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591; 
telephone: (202) 267–8783. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jeffrey Claypool, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Operations Support 
Group, Central Service Center, 10101 
Hillwood Parkway, Fort Worth, TX 
76177; telephone (817) 222–5711. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

The FAA’s authority to issue rules 
regarding aviation safety is found in 
Title 49 of the United States Code. 
Subtitle I, Section 106 describes the 
authority of the FAA Administrator. 
Subtitle VII, Aviation Programs, 
describes in more detail the scope of the 
agency’s authority. This rulemaking is 
promulgated under the authority 
described in Subtitle VII, Part A, 
Subpart I, Section 40103. Under that 
section, the FAA is charged with 
prescribing regulations to assign the use 
of airspace necessary to ensure the 
safety of aircraft and the efficient use of 
airspace. This regulation is within the 
scope of that authority as it amends the 
Class E airspace at the affected airport 
to support IFR operations. 

History 

The FAA published an NPRM for 
Docket No. FAA–2025–5108 in the 
Federal Register (90 FR 52578; 
November 21, 2025) proposing to amend 
the Class E airspace at New Lexington, 
OH. Interested parties were invited to 
participate in this rulemaking effort by 
submitting written comments on the 
proposal to the FAA. One comment was 
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received from the Citizens Rulemaking 
Alliance. 

Overall, the comment and 
accompanying petition are not 
applicable to the proposed airspace 
action; however, the following 
explanations are provided. 

The comment and accompanying 
petition requested either that the final 
rule be withdrawn, an NPRM issued, 
and the effective date stayed, or that the 
FAA reopen the record for purposes of 
supplementation. The comment was 
written as if the FAA had never issued 
an NPRM. However, the comment and 
petition were submitted on the NPRM 
during the 45-day comment period, so 
the request has already been satisfied. A 
request to reopen a docket submitted 
through that very docket during the 
period when it was actively open for 
receiving comments is nonsensical. 
Accordingly, the comment appears at 
least partially unrelated to the instant 
action. 

The petition also requests more 
detailed discussion regarding the FAA’s 
analyses under the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act and Executive Order 
(E.O.) 12866. The FAA has met its legal 
obligations for this action under the 
aforementioned authorities. Although 
the FAA individually assesses each 
airspace action under all applicable law 
and guidance, it utilizes standardized 
language in routine airspace action 
rulemakings to ensure consistency and 
legal sufficiency, and to streamline 
drafting of regulatory documents in one 
of the agency’s most prolific rulemaking 
portfolios. The use of such standard 
language is not an indication that the 
agency failed to perform the requisite 
analysis. 

The petition further requests that the 
FAA provide analysis under other 
authorities inapplicable to the instant 
action, such as the Paperwork 
Reduction Act and the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act. The FAA 
declines to perform analysis or provide 
discussion beyond what is legally 
required. The airspace action 
rulemaking portfolio is one of the FAA’s 
most prolific, and it is not feasible for 
the agency to perform work beyond 
what is legally required for each of these 
frequent and recurring actions. 

Substantively, the petition also 
assumes that the expansion of the Class 
E airspace extending upward from 700 
ft. above the surface at Beeville, TX, will 
impact IFR, VFR, and unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS) operations. This Class E 
airspace is established as transitional 
airspace to/from terminal or enroute 
environments around airports with 
instrument procedures as required by 
FAA Order JO 7400.2R, Procedures for 

Handling Airspace Matters. For IFR 
traffic, the airspace contains the 
instrument procedures at the airport; 
however, no air traffic control services 
are provided and there are no 
communications requirements for VFR 
traffic, so there is little to no impact on 
VFR traffic. In fact, this Class E airspace 
provides notice to pilots that there are 
instrument procedures and potential 
IFR traffic in the area, increasing a 
pilot’s situational awareness. As to the 
impact on UAS operations, no 
additional coordination or analysis is 
required. 

Additionally, the petition 
recommends that the FAA publish a 
comparison table of the airspace legal 
description, before-and-after maps, and 
GIS shapefiles providing a comparative 
description of the changes to the 
airspace. The petition claims that, 
without such materials, ‘‘it is impossible 
for interested persons to ascertain 
whether the amendment expands or 
contracts controlled airspace’’. The 
comment also requests that the FAA 
identify the instrument procedures that 
motivated the change, claiming that this 
information, as well as the requested 
comparative materials, ‘‘are standard in 
other airspace projects’’. 

The FAA has no specific legal duty to 
provide the requested comparative 
materials, and they are not routinely 
provided unless the airspace changes 
are unusually complex and an expanded 
explanation of the changes is necessary 
to allow for meaningful comment. In 
this case, the airspace change is 
relatively straightforward. The 
description of the proposed action 
within the NPRM makes it clear that the 
affected airspace is slightly expanded by 
specifically stating that the proposal 
would ‘‘increase the radius from 6.3 
miles to 6.5 miles from the airport’’. 90 
FR 52578, 52579. The changes to the 
airspace legal description are also 
explained in detail both within the 
NPRM and this final rule. Lastly, there 
is only one instrument procedure at Ed 
Newlon Field, New Lexington, OH, so it 
is unnecessary to identify which 
procedure motivated the change. 

Incorporation by Reference 
Class E airspace designations are 

published in paragraph 6005 of FAA 
Order JO 7400.11, Airspace 
Designations and Reporting Points, 
which is incorporated by reference in 14 
CFR 71.1 on an annual basis. This 
document amends the current version of 
that order, FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
dated August 4, 2025, and effective 
September 15, 2025. These amendments 
will be published in the next update to 
FAA Order JO 7400.11. FAA Order JO 

7400.11K, which lists Class A, B, C, D, 
and E airspace areas, air traffic service 
routes, and reporting points, is publicly 
available as listed in the ADDRESSES 
section of this document. 

The Rule 

This action amends 14 CFR part 71 by 
modifying the Class E airspace 
extending upward from 700 ft. above the 
surface at New Lexington, Ohio, due to 
an airspace review conducted as part of 
the decommissioning of the Zanesville 
VOR as part of the VOR MON Program. 

For the Ed Newlon Field, New 
Lexington, OH, Class E airspace 
extending upward from 700 ft. above the 
surface, this action: (1) increases the 
radius from 6.3 miles to 6.5 miles from 
the airport; (2) removes the city 
associated with the airport from the 
airspace legal description header to 
comply with changes to FAA Order JO 
7400.2R; and (3) updates the name of 
the airport from Perry County Airport to 
Ed Newlon Field as well as updates the 
geographic coordinates of the airport to 
coincide with the FAA’s aeronautical 
database. 

Regulatory Notices and Analyses 

The FAA has determined that this 
regulation only involves an established 
body of technical regulations for which 
frequent and routine amendments are 
necessary to keep them operationally 
current. It, therefore: (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3) 
does not warrant preparation of a 
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated 
impact is so minimal. Since this is a 
routine matter that only affects air traffic 
procedures and air navigation, it is 
certified that this rule, when 
promulgated, does not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities under the 
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act. 

Environmental Review 

The FAA has determined that this 
action qualifies for categorical exclusion 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act in accordance with FAA 
Order 1050.1G, ‘‘FAA National 
Environmental Policy Act Implementing 
Procedures,’’ Paragraph B–2.5(a). This 
airspace action is not expected to cause 
any potentially significant 
environmental impacts, and no 
extraordinary circumstances exist that 
warrant preparation of an 
environmental assessment. 
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Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR 71 
Airspace, Incorporation by reference, 

Navigation (air). 

The Amendment 
In consideration of the foregoing, the 

Federal Aviation Administration 
amends 14 CFR part 71 as follows: 

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A, 
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR 
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND 
REPORTING POINTS 

■ 1. The authority citation for 14 CFR 
part 71 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103, 
40113, 40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 
1959–1963 Comp., p. 389. 

§ 71.1 [Amended] 

■ 2. The incorporation by reference in 
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order JO 7400.11K, 
Airspace Designations and Reporting 
Points, dated August 4, 2025, and 
effective September 15, 2025, is 
amended as follows: 

Paragraph 6005 Class E Airspace Areas 
Extending Upward From 700 Feet or More 
Above the Surface of the Earth. 

* * * * * 

AGL OH E5 New Lexington, OH [Amended] 
Ed Newlon Field, OH 

(Lat 39°41′30″ N, long 082°11′52″ W) 
That airspace extending upward from 700 

feet above the surface within a 6.5-mile 
radius of Ed Newlon Field. 

* * * * * 
Issued in Fort Worth, Texas, on January 20, 

2026. 
Courtney E. Johns, 
Acting Manager, Operations Support Group, 
ATO Central Service Center. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01170 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 97 

[Docket No. 31645; Amdt. No. 4201] 

Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; 
Miscellaneous Amendments 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: This rule establishes, amends, 
suspends, or removes Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures 
(SIAPS) and associated Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure 

procedures (ODPs) for operations at 
certain airports. These regulatory 
actions are needed because of the 
adoption of new or revised criteria, or 
because of changes occurring in the 
National Airspace System, such as the 
commissioning of new navigational 
facilities, adding new obstacles, or 
changing air traffic requirements. These 
changes are designed to provide safe 
and efficient use of the navigable 
airspace and to promote safe flight 
operations under instrument flight rules 
at the affected airports. 
DATES: This rule is effective January 22, 
2026. The compliance date for each 
SIAP, associated Takeoff Minimums, 
and ODP is specified in the amendatory 
provisions. 

The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of January 22, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: Availability of matters 
incorporated by reference in the 
amendment is as follows: 

For Examination 
1. U.S. Department of Transportation, 

Docket Ops–M30, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Bldg., Ground Floor, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 

2. The FAA Air Traffic Organization 
Service Area in which the affected 
airport is located; 

3. The office of Aeronautical 
Information Services, 6500 South 
MacArthur Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 
73169 or, 

4. The National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For 
information on the availability of this 
material at NARA, visit 
www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@
nara.gov. 

Availability 
All SIAPs and Takeoff Minimums and 

ODPs are available online free of charge. 
Visit the National Flight Data Center at 
nfdc.faa.gov to register. Additionally, 
individual SIAP and Takeoff Minimums 
and ODP copies may be obtained from 
the FAA Air Traffic Organization 
Service Area in which the affected 
airport is located. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rune Duke, Manager (Acting), 
Standards Section, Flight Procedures 
and Airspace Group, Aviation Safety, 
Federal Aviation Administration. 
Mailing Address: FAA Mike Monroney 
Aeronautical Center, Flight Procedures 
and Airspace Group, 6500 South 
MacArthur Blvd., STB Annex, Bldg. 26, 
Room 217, Oklahoma City, OK 73099. 
Telephone (405) 954–1139. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This rule 
amends 14 CFR part 97 by establishing, 
amending, suspending, or removes 
SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums and/or 
ODPS. The complete regulatory 
description of each SIAP and its 
associated Takeoff Minimums or ODP 
for an identified airport is listed on FAA 
form documents which are incorporated 
by reference in this amendment under 5 
U.S.C. 552(a), 1 CFR part 51, and 14 
CFR 97.20. The applicable FAA Forms 
are 8260–3, 8260–4, 8260–5, 8260–15A, 
8260–15B, when required by an entry 
on 8260–15A, and 8260–15C. 

The large number of SIAPs, Takeoff 
Minimums and ODPs, their complex 
nature, and the need for a special format 
make publication in the Federal 
Register expensive and impractical. 
Further, pilots do not use the regulatory 
text of the SIAPs, Takeoff Minimums or 
ODPs, but instead refer to their graphic 
depiction on charts printed by 
publishers of aeronautical materials. 
Thus, the advantages of incorporation 
by reference are realized and 
publication of the complete description 
of each SIAP, Takeoff Minimums and 
ODP listed on FAA form documents is 
unnecessary. This amendment provides 
the affected CFR sections and specifies 
the types of SIAPS, Takeoff Minimums 
and ODPs with their applicable effective 
dates. This amendment also identifies 
the airport and its location, the 
procedure, and the amendment number. 

Availability and Summary of Material 
Incorporated by Reference 

The material incorporated by 
reference is publicly available as listed 
in the ADDRESSES section. 

The material incorporated by 
reference describes SIAPS, Takeoff 
Minimums and/or ODPs as identified in 
the amendatory language for part 97 of 
this final rule. 

The Rule 

This amendment to 14 CFR part 97 is 
effective upon publication of each 
separate SIAP, Takeoff Minimums and 
ODP as amended in the transmittal. 
Some SIAP and Takeoff Minimums and 
textual ODP amendments may have 
been issued previously by the FAA in a 
Flight Data Center (FDC) Notice to 
Airmen (NOTAM) as an emergency 
action of immediate flights safety 
relating directly to published 
aeronautical charts. 

The circumstances that created the 
need for some SIAP and Takeoff 
Minimums and ODP amendments may 
require making them effective in less 
than 30 days. For the remaining SIAPs 
and Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, an 
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effective date at least 30 days after 
publication is provided. 

Further, the SIAPs and Takeoff 
Minimums and ODPs contained in this 
amendment are based on the criteria 
contained in the U.S. Standard for 
Terminal Instrument Procedures 
(TERPS). In developing these SIAPs and 
Takeoff Minimums and ODPs, the 
TERPS criteria were applied to the 
conditions existing or anticipated at the 
affected airports. Because of the close 
and immediate relationship between 
these SIAPs, Takeoff Minimums and 
ODPs, and safety in air commerce, I find 
that notice and public procedure under 
5 U.S.C. 553(b) are impracticable and 
contrary to the public interest and, 
where applicable, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), 
good cause exists for making some 
SIAPs effective in less than 30 days. 

The FAA has determined that this 
regulation only involves an established 
body of technical regulations for which 
frequent and routine amendments are 
necessary to keep them operationally 
current. It, therefore—(1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034; February 26, 1979); and (3) 
does not warrant preparation of a 
regulatory evaluation as the anticipated 
impact is so minimal. For the same 
reason, the FAA certifies that this 
amendment will not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities under the 
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act. 

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 97 
Air traffic control, Airports, 

Incorporation by reference, Navigation 
(Air). 

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 16, 
2026. 
Rune Duke, 
Manager (Acting), Standards Section, Flight 
Procedures and Airspace Group, Flight 
Technologies & Procedures Division, Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

Adoption of the Amendment 
Accordingly, pursuant to the 

authority delegated to me, 14 CFR part 
97 is amended by establishing, 
amending, suspending, or removing 
Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures and/or Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures 
effective at 0901 UTC on the dates 
specified, as follows: 

PART 97—STANDARD INSTRUMENT 
APPROACH PROCEDURES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 97 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 106(g), 40103, 
40106, 40113, 40114, 40120, 44502, 44514, 
44701, 44719, 44721–44722. 

■ 2. Part 97 is amended to read as 
follows: 

Effective 19 March 2026 

Marshall, AK, MDM/PADM, RNAV (GPS)-A, 
Amdt 2B 

Scottsboro, AL, 4A6, RNAV (GPS) RWY 22, 
Orig-C 

Modesto, CA, MOD, ILS OR LOC RWY 28R, 
Amdt 16 

Modesto, CA, MOD, RNAV (GPS) RWY 28R, 
Amdt 2 

Santa Barbara, CA, SBA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 
7, Amdt 2 

Santa Barbara, CA, SBA, VOR RWY 25, Amdt 
8 

Victorville, CA, VCV, LOC RWY 17, Amdt 
3A, CANCELED 

Victorville, CA, VCV, VOR/DME RWY 17, 
Amdt 1A, CANCELED 

Bartow, FL, BOW, RNAV (GPS) RWY 5, 
Amdt 1 

Bartow, FL, BOW, RNAV (GPS) RWY 27R, 
Amdt 2 

Miami, FL, MIA, ILS OR LOC RWY 8R, Amdt 
31 

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (GPS) Z RWY 8L, 
Amdt 3 

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (GPS) Z RWY 8R, 
Amdt 2 

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (GPS) Z RWY 12, 
Amdt 1C 

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (RNP) Y RWY 8L, 
Orig 

Miami, FL, MIA, RNAV (RNP) Y RWY 8R, 
Amdt 1 

Campbellsville, KY, AAS, RNAV (GPS) RWY 
5, Amdt 1A 

Prestonsburg, KY, SJS, RNAV (GPS) RWY 3, 
Amdt 2B 

Prestonsburg, KY, SJS, RNAV (GPS) RWY 21, 
Amdt 3A 

Lafayette, LA, LFT, ILS OR LOC RWY 4R, 
Amdt 2G 

Lafayette, LA, LFT, ILS OR LOC RWY 22L, 
Amdt 5F 

Lafayette, LA, LFT, RNAV (GPS) RWY 22L, 
Amdt 1E 

Lafayette, LA, LFT, RNAV (GPS) RWY 29, 
Amdt 1A 

Lake Charles, LA, LCH, RNAV (GPS) RWY 5, 
Amdt 1A 

New Iberia, LA, ARA, RNAV (GPS) RWY 35, 
Amdt 1B 

Olivia, MN, OVL, VOR–A, Amdt 3 
Kansas City, MO, MKC, RNAV (GPS) RWY 1, 

Orig 
Lincoln, MT, S69, AXLES ONE, Graphic DP 
Lincoln, MT, S69, Takeoff Minimums and 

Obstacle DP, Orig 
Teterboro, NJ, TEB, RNAV (GPS) RWY 1, 

Orig-A 
Wapakoneta, OH, AXV, VOR–A, Amdt 8B, 

CANCELED 
Clearfield, PA, FIG, VOR RWY 30, Amdt 6C, 

CANCELED 
Bamberg, SC, 99N, RNAV (GPS) RWY 5, 

Orig-D 
Graford, TX, F35, RNAV (GPS) RWY 2, Amdt 

1 
Graford, TX, F35, RNAV (GPS) RWY 20, 

Amdt 1 

Greenville, TX, GVT, ILS Y OR LOC Y RWY 
17, Amdt 1C 

Seymour, TX, 60F, RNAV (GPS) RWY 17, 
Amdt 1 

Manila, UT, 40U, RNAV (GPS) RWY 25, Orig 
Manila, UT, 40U, Takeoff Minimums and 

Obstacle DP, Orig 
Manila, UT, 40U, WEGEM ONE, Graphic DP 
Wakefield, VA, AKQ, NDB RWY 21, Amdt 

5A, CANCELED 
Burlington, VT, BTV, RNAV (GPS) RWY 1, 

Amdt 2A 

[FR Doc. 2026–01215 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

19 CFR Parts 103 and 122 

[Docket No. USCBP–2025–0053; CBP Dec. 
26–04] 

RIN 1651–AB61 

Enhanced Air Cargo Advance 
Screening (ACAS); Corrections 

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). 
ACTION: Correcting amendment. 

SUMMARY: U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) is restoring the specific 
authority citations originally found in 
parts 103 and 122 of title 19 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations which were 
erroneously removed following the 
publication of the Enhanced Air Cargo 
Advance Screening (ACAS) interim 
final rule on November 21, 2025. 
DATES: This correcting amendment is 
effective as of January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Robert F. Altneu, Director, Regulations 
and Disclosure Law Division, U.S. 
Customs & Border Protection, by 
telephone at 202–325–0100 or by email 
at Robert.F.Altneu@cbp.dhs.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
November 21, 2025, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) published the 
‘‘Enhanced Air Cargo Advance 
Screening (ACAS)’’ interim final rule 
(IFR) which amended parts 103 and 122 
of title 19 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (19 CFR parts 103 and 122) 
to enhance the security of flights 
carrying cargo into the United States. 
See 90 FR 52796 (Nov. 21, 2025). 
Among other changes, CBP revised the 
authority citations for 19 CFR parts 103 
and 122 to more accurately reflect CBP’s 
statutory authority to carry out the 
ACAS program. 

Specifically, CBP revised the specific 
authority citation for 19 CFR 103.31a to 
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note that section 343(a) of the Trade Act 
of 2002, Public Law 107–210, formerly 
set out as a note to 19 U.S.C. 2071, is 
now codified as amended at 19 U.S.C. 
1415. Additionally, CBP revised the 
specific authority citation for 19 CFR 
103.31a and added a specific authority 
citation for 19 CFR 122.48b to note the 
enactment of section 1951 of the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2018, Public Law 
115–254, codified as a note to 49 U.S.C. 
44901. CBP did not intend to revise any 
other portions of the authority citations 
for 19 CFR parts 103 or 122, as indicated 
by CBP’s use of five asterisks before and 
after the aforementioned specific 
authority citation revisions. See 90 FR at 
52843. 

Following the publication of the 
Enhanced ACAS IFR, the specific 
authority citations for 19 CFR 103.31a 
and 19 CFR 122.48b were revised in 
accordance with CBP’s intent; however, 
all of the other specific authority 
citations that existed in 19 CFR parts 
103 and 122 prior to November 21, 
2025, the effective date of the Enhanced 
ACAS IFR, were removed. This 
correcting amendment corrects this 
error by restoring the specific authority 
citations of 19 CFR parts 103 and 122 
that existed prior to November 21, 2025. 
This correcting amendment does not 
modify any requirements promulgated 
through the Enhanced ACAS IFR; 
further public procedure prior to 
making these corrections is 
unnecessary. See 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), (d). 

Therefore, in accordance with the 
Enhanced ACAS IFR and 19 CFR 0.2(a), 
DHS is issuing this correcting 
amendment. 

List of Subjects 

19 CFR Part 103 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Confidential business 
information, Courts, Freedom of 
information, Law enforcement, Privacy, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 

19 CFR Part 122 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Air carriers, Aircraft, 
Airports, Alcohol and alcoholic 
beverages, Cigars and cigarettes, Cuba, 
Customs duties and inspection, Drug 
traffic control, Freight, Penalties, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Security measures. 

For the reasons stated in the 
preamble, 19 CFR parts 103 and 122 are 
corrected by making the following 
correcting amendments: 

PART 103—AVAILABILITY OF 
INFORMATION 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 103 
is revised to read as follows: 

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552, 552a; 19 
U.S.C. 66, 1624; 31 U.S.C. 9701. 

Section 103.31 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1431; 

Section 103.31a also issued under 19 
U.S.C. 2071 note, 6 U.S.C. 943, 19 U.S.C. 
1415, and 49 U.S.C. 44901 note; 

Section 103.33 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1628; 

Section 103.34 also issued under 18 U.S.C. 
1905. 

PART 122—AIR COMMERCE 
REGULATIONS 

■ 2. The authority citation for part 122 
is revised to read as follows: 

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301; 19 U.S.C. 58b, 66, 
1415, 1431, 1433, 1436, 1448, 1459, 1590, 
1594, 1623, 1624, 1644, 1644a, 2071 note. 

Section 122.22 is also issued under 46 
U.S.C. 60105. 

Section 122.48b also issued under 49 
U.S.C. 44901 note. 

Section 122.49a also issued under 8 U.S.C. 
1101, 1221, 19 U.S.C. 1431, 49 U.S.C. 44909. 

Section 122.49b also issued under 8 U.S.C. 
1221, 19 U.S.C. 1431, 49 U.S.C. 114, 44909. 

Section 122.49c also issued under 8 U.S.C. 
1221, 19 U.S.C. 1431, 49 U.S.C. 114, 44909. 

Section 122.49d also issued under 49 
U.S.C. 44909(c)(3). 

Section 122.75a also issued under 8 U.S.C. 
1221, 19 U.S.C. 1431. 

Section 122.75b also issued under 8 U.S.C. 
1221, 19 U.S.C. 1431, 49 U.S.C. 114. 

Christina E. McDonald, 
Associate General Counsel for Regulatory 
Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01167 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9111–14–P 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives 

27 CFR Part 478 

[Docket No. ATF–2026–0034; ATF No. 
2025R–54T] 

RIN 1140–AB03 

Revising Definition of ‘‘Unlawful User 
of or Addicted to Controlled 
Substance’’ 

AGENCY: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives, Department of 
Justice. 
ACTION: Interim final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

(‘‘ATF’’) is amending Department of 
Justice (‘‘Department’’) regulations to 
update the definition of ‘‘unlawful user 
of or addicted to any controlled 
substance,’’ a category of persons who 
may not possess firearms under federal 
law. This definition was established in 
1996 to facilitate operation of the 
National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System. Since then, court 
decisions and ATF internal guidance 
have evolved to include recurring use as 
a factor. As a result, ATF is aligning the 
definition with the best statutory 
understanding, as informed by judicial 
decisions. 
DATES: This interim final rule (‘‘IFR’’) is 
effective on January 22, 2026. 
Comments must be submitted in 
writing, and must be submitted on or 
before (or, if mailed, must be 
postmarked on or before) June 30, 2026. 
Commenters should be aware that the 
federal e-rulemaking portal comment 
system will not accept comments after 
midnight Eastern Time on the last day 
of the comment period. ATF will 
publish a final rule in the Federal 
Register adopting the IFR as final with 
any changes in response to public 
comments or adopting the IFR as final 
without change. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by RIN 1140–AB03, by either 
of the following methods— 

• Federal e-rulemaking portal: 
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: ATF Rulemaking Comments; 
Mail Stop 6N–518, Office of Regulatory 
Affairs; Enforcement Programs and 
Services; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives; 99 New York 
Ave. NE, Washington, DC 20226; ATTN: 
RIN 1140–AB03. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and number 
(RIN 1140–AB03) for this IFR. ATF may 
post all properly completed comments it 
receives from either of the methods 
described above, without change, to the 
federal e-rulemaking portal, https://
www.regulations.gov. This includes any 
personally identifying information 
(‘‘PII’’) or business proprietary 
information (‘‘PROPIN’’) submitted in 
the body of the comment or as part of 
a related attachment they want posted. 
Commenters who submit through the 
federal e-rulemaking portal and do not 
want any of their PII posted on the 
internet should omit it from the body of 
their comment or in any uploaded 
attachments that they want posted. If 
online commenters wish to submit PII 
with their comment, they should place 
it in a separate attachment and mark it 
at the top with the marking ‘‘CUI// 
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1 Some GCA provisions still refer to the 
‘‘Secretary of the Treasury.’’ However, the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002, Public Law 107– 
296, 116 Stat. 2135, transferred the functions of 
ATF from the Department of the Treasury to the 
Department of Justice, under the general authority 
of the Attorney General. 26 U.S.C. 7801(a)(2); 28 
U.S.C. 599A(c)(1). Thus, for ease of reference, this 
IFR refers to the Attorney General where relevant. 

2 In Attorney General Order Number 6353–2025, 
the Attorney General delegated authority to the 
Director to issue regulations pertaining to matters 
within ATF’s jurisdiction, including under the 
GCA, National Firearms Act, and Title XI of the 
Organized Crime Control Act. ATF’s jurisdiction 
also includes the Arms Export Control Act and the 
Contraband Cigarette Trafficking Act. 

3 United States v. Corona, 849 F.2d 562, 563 n.2 
(11th Cir. 1988) (emphases in original). 

4 United States v. Ocegueda, 564 F.2d 1363, 1366 
(9th Cir. 1977). 

5 See Definitions for the Categories of Persons 
Prohibited From Receiving Firearms (95R–051P), 61 
FR 47095, 47096, 47098 (Sep. 6, 1996) (proposed 
rule). 

6 Id. at 47096 (explaining that the proposed 
definition of ‘‘unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance’’ is consistent with similar 
terms used in 18 U.S.C. 802, 42 U.S.C. 12101– 
12213, and 21 U.S.C. 802). 

7 Id. at 47099 (‘‘An inference of current use may 
be drawn from evidence of a recent use or 
possession of a controlled substance or a pattern of 
use or possession that reasonably covers the present 
time, e.g., a conviction for use or possession of a 
controlled substance within the past year, or 
multiple arrests for such offenses within the past 
five years if the most recent arrest occurred within 
the past year.’’). 

8 See Definitions for the Categories of Persons 
Prohibited From Receiving Firearms (95R–051P), 62 
FR 34634 (June 27, 1997) (‘‘1997 final rule’’). 

9 1997 final rule at 34636. 

PRVCY.’’ Commenters who submit 
through mail should likewise omit their 
PII or PROPIN from the body of the 
comment and provide any such 
information on the cover sheet only, 
marking it at the top as ‘‘CUI//PRVCY’’ 
for PII, or as ‘‘CUI//PROPIN’’ for 
PROPIN. For detailed instructions on 
submitting comments and additional 
information on the rulemaking process, 
see the ‘‘Public Participation’’ heading 
of the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
section of this document. You may find 
a summary of this rule at https://
www.regulations.gov. Commenters must 
submit comments by using one of the 
methods described above, not by 
emailing the address set forth in the 
following paragraph. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Office of Regulatory Affairs, by email at 
ORA@atf.gov, by mail at Office of 
Regulatory Affairs; Enforcement 
Programs and Services; Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives; 99 New York Ave. NE, 
Washington, DC 20226, or by telephone 
at 202–648–7070 (this is not a toll-free 
number). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
The Attorney General is responsible 

for enforcing the Gun Control Act of 
1968 (‘‘GCA’’), as amended. This 
responsibility includes the authority to 
promulgate regulations necessary to 
enforce the provisions of the GCA.1 See 
18 U.S.C. 926(a). Congress and the 
Attorney General delegated the 
responsibility for administering and 
enforcing the GCA to the Director of 
ATF (‘‘Director’’), subject to the 
direction of the Attorney General and 
the Deputy Attorney General. See 28 
U.S.C. 599A(b)(1), (c)(1); 28 CFR 
0.130(a)(1)–(2); Treas. Order No. 
221(2)(a), (d), 37 FR 11696–97 (June 10, 
1972).2 Accordingly, the Department 
and ATF have promulgated regulations 
to implement the GCA in 27 CFR part 
478. 

The GCA, in 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3), 
states that it is unlawful for any person 

who is an unlawful user of or addicted 
to any controlled substance (as defined 
by section 102 of the Controlled 
Substances Act at 21 U.S.C. 802) to ship, 
transport, possess, or receive any 
firearm that has moved through 
interstate or foreign commerce. In other 
words, persons who are unlawful users 
of or addicted to a controlled substance 
constitute one category of what are 
commonly referred to as ‘‘prohibited’’ 
persons in the context of firearms. The 
plain language of the text indicates that 
the person must be a current unlawful 
user of a controlled substance, 
contemporaneous to possessing the 
firearm. 

After the GCA was passed in 1968, 
federal courts addressed the meaning of 
‘‘unlawful user’’ and recognized the 
distinction between ‘‘use’’ and 
‘‘addiction.’’ One court observed that 
‘‘the statute prohibits a person who is 
either an unlawful user of or addicted to 
a controlled substance from purchasing 
firearms.’’ 3 Another court noted that if 
the defendant’s use of heroin had been 
infrequent or in the distant past, the 
term ‘‘unlawful user’’ would be subject 
to a vagueness challenge.4 

ATF proposed a regulatory definition 
of unlawful user, together with other 
regulatory definitions on the prohibited 
person categories, in 1996 to facilitate 
operating the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (‘‘NICS’’), as 
required by the Brady Handgun 
Violence Prevention Act, Public Law 
103–159 (1993).5 The definition of 
‘‘unlawful user’’ utilized definitions 
from both the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, Public Law 101–336 
(1990); and the Controlled Substances 
Act, Public Law 91–513 (1970),6 and the 
proposed rule included some of the 
current regulations’ factual examples 
that give rise to an inference of being an 
unlawful user.7 

Thereafter, in June 1997, ATF 
published implementing regulations at 

27 CFR 478.11, further defining the term 
‘‘unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance’’ to provide more 
clarity.8 The regulatory definition first 
clarified that the two prongs of the 
definition consist of (1) persons who use 
a controlled substance and have ‘‘lost 
the power of self-control with reference 
to the use’’ of the substance, and (2) 
persons who are ‘‘current user[s]’’ of a 
controlled substance ‘‘in a manner other 
than as prescribed by a licensed 
physician.’’ The definition then clarified 
the temporal component by stating that 
‘‘use’’ of the controlled substance is not 
limited to a particular day or within a 
matter of days or weeks before shipping, 
transporting, receiving, or possessing a 
firearm, but rather that ‘‘the unlawful 
use has occurred recently enough to 
indicate that the individual is actively 
engaged in such conduct’’ and that the 
person can be an unlawful current user 
even if the substance is ‘‘not being used 
at the precise time the person seeks to 
acquire a firearm or receives or 
possesses a firearm.’’ The regulation 
further clarified that inferences of 
‘‘current use’’ may arise from ‘‘evidence 
of a recent use or possession’’ of the 
substance or ‘‘a pattern of use or 
possession that reasonably covers the 
present time’’ and provided examples 
from which a person may draw an 
inference of current use, including: 

• a conviction for use or possession 
within the past year; 

• multiple arrests for such offenses 
within the past five years if the most 
recent arrest occurred within the past 
year; 

• a drug test finding the person used 
a controlled substance unlawfully, 
provided the test was within the past 
year; or 

• for current or former Armed Forces 
members, a recent disciplinary or other 
administrative action based on 
confirmed drug use (including a court- 
martial conviction, non-judicial 
punishment, or administrative discharge 
based on drug use or rehabilitation 
failure). 

The 1997 final rule added factual 
examples supporting an inference of 
current use, as recommended by certain 
Department components other than 
ATF, as well as the Department of 
Defense. These additions included 
inferences based on a positive drug test 
within the past year and military 
nonjudicial or administrative actions 
based on drug use 9—both of which 
could result from a single unlawful use. 
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10 United States v. Augustin, 376 F.3d 135, 139 
(3d Cir. 2004). 

11 See United States v. Burchard, 580 F.3d 341, 
352–53 (6th Cir. 2009) (testimony that defendant 
smoked crack on numerous occasions for one year 
prior to arrest for violation of section 922(g)(3)); 
United States v. Mack, 343 F.3d 929, 932–33 (8th 
Cir. 2003) (evidence of unlawful use sufficient 
where defendant possessed user-quantity of 
marijuana at the time of his arrest and arresting 
officers smelled marijuana, and where one month 
earlier defendant had confronted witness about 
theft of his marijuana and fired a gun into the air). 

12 United States v. Jackson, 280 F.3d 403, 406 (4th 
Cir. 2002). 

13 United States v. Patterson, 431 F.3d 832, 835 
(5th Cir. 2005). 

14 United States v. Oleson, 310 F.3d 1085, 1090 
(8th Cir. 2002). 

15 See United States v. Williams, 216 F. Supp. 2d 
568, 576 (E.D. Va. 2002) (motion for judgment of 
acquittal must be granted where there is no 
evidence suggesting a pattern of use, continuous 
use, or prolonged use of a controlled substance on 
the part of the defendant); United States v. Freitas, 
59 M.J. 755, 757–58 (N–M. Ct. Crim. App. 2004) 
(where the government proves only a single use of 
marijuana by service member, the record lacks an 
adequate factual basis to substantiate that the 
appellant was an ‘‘unlawful user’’ under section 

923(d)(3)); United States v. Herrera, 289 F.3d 311, 
323–24 (5th Cir. 2002), rev’d en banc on other 
grounds, 313 F.3d 882 (5th Cir. 2002) (irregular use 
of cocaine and past use of marijuana was 
insufficient evidence to establish that appellant was 
a prohibited person under section 923(g)(3)). 

16 United States v. Purdy, 264 F.3d 809, 812–13 
(9th Cir. 2001). 

17 United States v. Turnbull, 349 F.3d 558, 561 
(8th Cir. 2003), cert. granted, judgment vacated on 
other grounds, 543 U.S. 1099 (2005). 

18 See e.g. United States v. Marceau, 554 F.3d 24, 
30–31 (1st Cir. 2009); United States v. Yepez, 456 
F. App’x 52, 54–55 (2d Cir. 2012); Augustin, 376 
F.3d at 138–39; Jackson, 280 F.3d at 406; United 
States v. McCowan, 469 F.3d 386, 392 (5th Cir. 
2006); Burchard, 580 F.3d at 350; United States v. 
Bennett, 329 F.3d 769, 778 (10th Cir. 2003) (noting 
‘‘a regular and ongoing use’’); United States v. 
Edmonds, 348 F.3d 950, 951 (11th Cir. 2003). 

19 The NICS background-check process 
encompasses information from the NICS Index, the 
National Crime Information Center, and the 
Interstate Identification Index. See 28 CFR 25.2, 
25.4. The FBI, and therefore this rule, refers to these 
databases as the ‘‘NICS Indices.’’ The ‘‘NICS 
Indices’’ was originally termed the ‘‘NICS Index.’’ 
The NICS Index is now ‘‘the database, to be 

managed by the FBI, containing information 
provided by federal and state agencies about 
persons prohibited under federal law from receiving 
or possessing a firearm. The NICS Index is separate 
and apart from the [National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC)] and the Interstate Identification 
Index (III).’’ 28 CFR 25.2. 

20 FBI Criminal Justice Information Services 
Division (‘‘CJIS’’), Quick Reference Information, 
(Dec. 31, 2024), https://www.fbi.gov/file-repository/ 
cjis/download-active-entries-in-the-nics-indices-as- 
of-december-31-2023.pdf. 

21 FBI CJIS, Active Entries in the NICS Indices 
(last updated Dec. 31, 2025), https://www.fbi.gov/ 
file-repository/cjis/active_records_in_the_nics- 
indices.pdf/view. These numbers represent a 
snapshot in time because records are constantly 
moving in and out of the system as federal and state 
agencies add or remove records based on 
prohibiting criteria in 18 U.S.C. 922. The FBI NICS 
Section updates the metrics on a monthly basis. 
This section runs a report showing the total entries 
in the NICS Indices at that time, and which 
prohibited category was involved, for tracking 
purposes. 

The regulatory definition thus described 
what ATF at the time understood the 
term ‘‘unlawful user’’ to mean and, as 
relevant here, it included an 
understanding that a single incident of 
unlawful use could make a person an 
‘‘unlawful user.’’ 

Thereafter, without exception, federal 
courts in the early 2000s agreed that, to 
put defendants on notice that they are 
unlawful users pursuant to the GCA, 
‘‘one must be an unlawful user at or 
about the time he or she possessed the 
firearm and that to be an unlawful user, 
one needed to have engaged in regular 
use over a period of time proximate to 
or contemporaneous with the 
possession of the firearm.’’ 10 Under this 
analysis, federal courts consistently 
upheld convictions in which there was 
evidence that an individual used 
controlled substances on a regular basis, 
establishing a pattern of use.11 For 
example, courts have upheld 
convictions in which the defendant 
admitted to smoking marijuana twice a 
day for many years; 12 the suspect 
admitted he had been using the drug in 
question for two years; 13 and a user- 
quantity amount of amphetamine was 
found on a table in the defendant’s 
residence, where he lived alone, and 
testimony established the defendant 
frequently used drugs with his 
customers.14 

Courts also issued decisions in the 
early 2000s regarding the other end of 
the unlawful-user boundary. They held 
that an individual may not be convicted 
of violating 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) when the 
government is able to prove only a 
single use of a controlled substance 
instead of regular use.15 For example, 

the Ninth Circuit held that, ‘‘to sustain 
a conviction’’ under section 922(g)(3), 
the government ‘‘must prove . . . that 
the defendant took drugs with 
regularity, over an extended period of 
time, and contemporaneously with his 
purchase or possession of a firearm.’’ 16 
The Eighth Circuit noted that ‘‘courts 
generally agree the law runs the risk of 
being unconstitutionally vague without 
a judicially-created temporal nexus 
between possessing the gun and regular 
drug use.’’ 17 The federal circuits that 
have weighed in on this issue have held 
that the government must prove some 
regularity of drug use in addition to 
contemporaneousness to meet the 
statute’s requirements.18 

Since ATF published the 1997 final 
rule, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(‘‘FBI’’), in operating NICS, has relied on 
the inference examples in the regulatory 
definition of unlawful user. The NICS 
Section concluded, with ATF’s 
concurrence, that the FBI could draw an 
inference of a person currently using or 
possessing a controlled substance from 
evidence of a recent incident, and that 
ATF’s regulation indicated that the 
relevant time period was ‘‘within the 
past 12 months.’’ Based upon those 
historical factors, NICS examiners have, 
for example, found prohibited use 
when, within the past year, the person 
has had a drug conviction for using or 
possessing; admitted to using or 
possessing; had any positive drug test, 
or was convicted of a misdemeanor 
crime involving drugs. 

The NICS Section also advised 
federal, state, local, and tribal NICS 
users that they could temporarily enter 
identifying information about 
individuals fitting such conditions into 
the NICS Indices.19 These Indices 

contain information provided by 
federal, state, local, and tribal agencies 
on actions that could cause a person to 
be prohibited from receiving firearms 
under federal or state law.20 As of 
December 31, 2025, there were 54,136 
entries in the NICS Indices designated 
as ‘‘unlawful user/addicted to 
controlled substance,’’ out of a total of 
34,036,267 active entries in the NICS 
Index alone (one of the three systems 
that make up the Indices).21 

Under 18 U.S.C. 922(t)(1), federal 
firearms licensees must generally 
contact NICS prior to transferring a 
firearm to a purchaser. Based on ATF’s 
current regulatory definition and NICS’s 
implementing criteria, NICS may deny 
transfers to certain firearm purchasers 
based on NICS Indices entries indicating 
the persons admitted they used or 
possessed unlawful drugs a single time 
within the past year. In such cases, 
NICS notifies the licensee that the 
transfer is prohibited or ‘‘denied.’’ See 
28 CFR 25.6. However, if the licensee 
does not receive such notification from 
NICS within three business days, federal 
law says the licensee may generally 
transfer the firearm to the purchaser the 
next day. In a situation in which NICS 
determines that the purchaser is 
prohibited after the firearm has been 
transferred (‘‘delayed denial’’), the FBI 
refers the case to ATF’s Denial 
Enforcement and NICS Intelligence 
Branch (‘‘DENI’’) to potentially 
investigate and retrieve the firearm from 
the prohibited purchaser. 

Since the 1997 final rule, ATF’s 
internal practices and guidance have 
evolved within the boundaries 
established by court decisions like those 
described above. For example, each of 
ATF’s field divisions, in conjunction 
with the local United States Attorney’s 
Office (‘‘USAO’’), establishes referral 
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22 See, e.g., United States v. Davey, 151 F.4th 
1249, 1255 (10th Cir. 2025) (‘‘temporal nexus’’ 
between regular drug use and firearm possession); 

United States v. Seiwert, 152 F.4th 854, 861 (7th 
Cir. 2025) (‘‘active and persistent drug users’’); 
United States v. Hasson, 26 F.4th 610, 615 (4th Cir. 
2022) (section 922(g)(3) prohibits the ‘‘possession of 
firearms by an individual whose drug use is 
consistent, prolonged, and close in time to his 
firearm possession’’); United States v. Carnes, 22 
F.4th 743, 748 (8th Cir. 2022) (‘‘[W]e interpreted 
§ 922’s ‘unlawful user’ element to require a 
temporal nexus between the proscribed act (for 
§ 922(g)(3), possession of a firearm) and regular 
drug use.’’). 

guidelines to reflect the USAO’s current 
policies. Accordingly, the ATF Special 
Agent in Charge of each field division 
reviews the referral guidelines annually 
with the relevant USAO. In those 
referral guidelines, ATF states that most 
kinds of single ‘‘inference of use’’ 
denials (i.e., admitted use, admitted 
possession, positive drug test, or a 
single drug arrest in the past year) 
should not be referred to field offices for 
prosecution or to retrieve a purchased 
firearm. This guideline also generally 
applies to firearms forfeiture because 
field divisions do not retrieve or seize 
firearms based on evidence of a single 
unlawful use. Since approximately 
April 2018, DENI policy has been to not 
refer delayed denials or standard 

denials based on the kinds of inferences 
arising from a single incident of drug 
use listed above. However, DENI has 
referred an 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) denial to 
a field office if the purchaser has a 
misdemeanor drug conviction within 
the past year or multiple drug arrests in 
the past five years with at least one of 
those arrests being in the past year. 

As a result, ATF field divisions 
receiving NICS delayed-denial referrals 
based on single-use situations have 
often determined that, contrary to the 
regulatory inferences in 27 CFR 478.11, 
a single incident is insufficient evidence 
on which to pursue a violation under 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3). In fiscal year (‘‘FY’’) 
2025, NICS denied approximately 9,163 
transfers under an 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) 

prohibitor due to records of drug-related 
incidents. Of this number, ATF did not 
refer 8,893 cases for further 
investigation. Of the ones that ATF did 
not refer further, 8,697 cases were 
standard denials (no firearm was 
transferred), and the remaining 196 
cases were delayed denials (a firearm 
was transferred before the denial 
notification arrived from NICS). Of the 
cases that ATF did refer for further 
investigation, 120 were standard denials 
(i.e., although the person did not receive 
the firearm, the person was referred for 
other reasons, such as repeated efforts to 
purchase a firearm while prohibited), 
and 130 were delayed denials. Table 1 
shows these numbers. 

TABLE 1—FY 2025 NICS DENIALS UNDER 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) UNLAWFUL USER PROHIBITION 

Total FY 2025 NICS denials under 
18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) Disposition Totals Standard 

denials 
Delayed 
denials 

9,163 ............................................. Not referred by ATF for further action ......................................... 8,893 8,697 196 
Referred by ATF for further action ............................................... 250 120 130 
Overturned, cancelled, etc ........................................................... 29 n/a n/a 

Total by denial type ............................................................... .................... 8,817 326 

Therefore, of the 9,163 cases, 8,947 
(8,697 + 120 + 130 in Table 1) resulted 
in a person not receiving a firearm 
either through standard denials (8,817) 
or delayed denials in which ATF 
retrieved the firearm (120). Of the 326 
cases NICS referred to ATF as delayed 

denials under an 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) 
prohibition, ATF pursued only 130 for 
further investigation, firearms forfeiture, 
or prosecution (which included 80 
based on a single misdemeanor 
conviction). ATF did not pursue the 
remaining 196 delayed denial cases 

because they involved an inference 
based on a single use that did not 
involve a conviction (such as an 
admitted use, admitted possession, or 
positive drug test in the past year). 
Table 2 shows the inference break-down 
numbers for each type of denial. 

TABLE 2—FY 2025 SINGLE-INCIDENT INFERENCE DENIALS BY TYPE 

Inference 
(1x during last year) 

Standard 
denials 

Delayed denials 
not referred 

Delayed denials 
referred 

Admitted drug use ..................................................................................................... 1,032 86 0 
Admitted drug possession ......................................................................................... 853 54 0 
Positive drug test ....................................................................................................... 881 60 0 
Misdemeanor drug use conviction ............................................................................. 2,018 9 80 

Totals by denial type .......................................................................................... 4,784 209 80 
Adjusted totals by denial type * ................................................................................. 4,284 196 80 

Total inference denials ....................................................................................... 4,560 ..............................

* Totals adjusted to account for duplicates (persons with more than one category for the same incident). 

As illustrated by Tables 1 and 2, and 
as described above regarding the 
number of overall NICS entries, in 
FY25, out of the millions of NICS 
checks that occurred, approximately 
9,163 checks resulted in a ‘‘denied’’ 
response from NICS due to unlawful- 
user status. From among that number, 
approximately 4,364 persons were 
denied a firearm in FY25 based on the 
single-use inferences in ATF’s 
regulations (approximately 4,560 single- 
use ‘‘denied’’ responses¥196 who got 

firearms (ATF did not retrieve them 
because the denial was based on a 
single-use inference) = approximately 
4,364 denied firearms). 

Concurrently, court decisions have 
continued to emphasize the element of 
habitual or regular use. Between 2019 
and 2025, for example, the Fourth, 
Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Tenth 
Circuits 22 consistently found that the 

government must prove some variation 
of the concept ‘‘that the defendant took 
drugs with regularity, over an extended 
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23 United States v. Bowens, 938 F.3d 790, 793 (6th 
Cir. 2019) (internal citations omitted). 

24 United States v. Morales-Lopez, 92 F.4th 936, 
945–46 (10th Cir. 2024). 

25 Regular use in this rule is a legal construct, 
distinct from a clinical diagnosis, and does not 
itself imply the presence of a substance use 

period of time, and contemporaneously 
with his purchase or possession of a 
firearm’’ 23 and that there must be a 
‘‘temporal nexus’’ to ‘‘regular and 
ongoing’’ drug use.24 

II. Interim Final Rule (IFR) 

A. Discussion 
Based on the foregoing, a disconnect 

has arisen between NICS firearm 
purchase determinations, ATF 
enforcement, and court decisions on 
what the definition of an unlawful user 
means. Relying on the inferences from 
ATF’s current regulation, NICS denies 
transfers for those individuals who 
have, for example, a single admission of 
drug use in the past year, or a single 
failed drug test for an unlawfully used 
controlled substance within the 
previous year. This means that if a 
person has been documented as using a 
controlled substance illicitly even one 
time in the past 12 months, the person 
will be deemed temporarily prohibited 
under 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3) from 
purchasing a firearm for a year from the 
underlying event. As Tables 1 and 2 
above show, of the 8,817 standard NICS 
denials in which a person did not 
receive a firearm due to an 18 U.S.C. 
922(g)(3) prohibition, 4,284 were 
predicated on an inference based on a 
single use. In addition, of the 326 
delayed denials, ATF referred 80 of 
them based on a single misdemeanor 
conviction involving drugs, for a total of 
4,634 persons who did not receive a 
firearm. As indicated by ATF’s 
enforcement practice and by the court 
decisions discussed above, such denials 
do not reflect the best understanding of 
section 922(g)(3). In addition, such 
denials create unnecessary 
constitutional questions. See Ocegueda, 
564 F.2d at 1366 (noting that section 
922(g)(3) would create vagueness issues 
if construed to deny a firearm to those 
whose drug use was ‘‘infrequent and in 
the distant past’’). The prevailing 
opinion of many federal courts is that 
such denials are no longer supported 
under section 922(g)(3) and create 
unnecessary constitutional questions. 

Accordingly, it would be 
inappropriate to retain inference 
examples in the regulatory definition 
which suggest that an admission or 
other evidence of a single use-related 
event—including a single conviction or 
a single failed drug test—occurring in 
the past 12 months is sufficient 
evidence upon which to base an 
administrative forfeiture, to prosecute 

an individual for unlawfully possessing 
a firearm under section 922(g)(3), or to 
deny a firearm transaction. This type of 
determination must be made based on 
evidence that indicates an individual 
regularly uses a controlled substance 
unlawfully. The current inference 
examples result in denied transactions 
that are not consistent with the 
prevailing interpretation of 922(g)(3). 

Based on the current case law, it is 
appropriate to remove the inference 
examples of ‘‘current use’’ to instead 
require evidence of a pattern of 
unlawful use. The current inferences 
establish bright line rules for an inquiry 
that should be determined on a case-by- 
case basis. Also, the current inferences 
create confusion for those, like law 
enforcement organizations, courts, NICS 
users, and persons possessing firearms, 
who rely upon the current regulation’s 
provisions. As a result, ATF is revising 
its definition of ‘‘unlawful user of or 
addicted to any controlled substance.’’ 
Removing the inference examples will 
help reduce confusion for NICS 
determinations, will prevent erroneous 
NICS denials for people possessing 
firearms, and will better align ATF’s 
regulations with the best interpretation 
of section 922(g)(3). Future section 
922(g)(3) NICS determinations that deny 
firearm transactions, and future ATF 
enforcement decisions, will therefore 
require evidence of regular and recent 
use. 

In addition, ATF is also removing the 
other examples included in the current 
regulation. Currently, the regulation 
covers ‘‘a conviction for use or 
possession of a controlled substance 
within the past year’’; ‘‘multiple arrests 
for such offenses within the past 5 years 
if the most recent arrest occurred within 
the past year’’; and failing a drug test 
establishing a person used a controlled 
substance, ‘‘, provided that the test was 
administered within the past year.’’ The 
regulation also includes a separate 
sentence with examples for members of 
the Armed Forces that contains both 
single-use inference examples and 
others. ATF is removing both sets of 
examples, even those that do not 
involve single-use inferences. During 
the course of assessing the single-use 
inference examples in light of court 
decisions and operational practices, 
ATF found that the other examples were 
often being intertwined with the single- 
use ones or had aspects that relate to 
questions about single-use decisions. 
For instance, the regulatory example for 
multiple arrests within the past five 
years if the most recent arrest occurred 
within the past year sometimes includes 
one event from five years ago and 
another from the current year. Such a 

fact pattern fits the regulatory example, 
but it does not demonstrate regular use 
because of the time gap between events, 
and it thus results in a problem very 
similar to the ones arising under the 
single-use inference examples. 

As a result, because of the impact the 
examples overall are having on persons’ 
ability to purchase firearms, ATF has 
determined that it is necessary to 
remove the examples in full, while 
clarifying that the prohibition in 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3) requires that the records 
show a person is regularly using or 
possessing controlled substances, as 
described in the discussion above. This 
is an interim measure to address the 
harm to constitutional rights caused by 
erroneously denying a person a firearm 
while ATF further assesses whether new 
examples might be useful or feasible, 
given the variety of case-by-case fact 
patterns. ATF may reassess the 
definition of unlawful user in a separate 
notice of proposed rulemaking after the 
pending case United States v. Hemani 
concludes at the Supreme Court and 
considering any public comments in 
response to this IFR, or it may make 
amendments in a final rule based on 
this interim one. In the meantime, any 
erroneous denials based on the 
examples in the current definition will 
cease. 

B. Specific Changes 

To make the definition of ‘‘[u]nlawful 
user of or addicted to any controlled 
substance’’ easier to read, and to 
distinguish more clearly between the 
two prongs of the definition, ATF is 
breaking the definition into multiple 
paragraphs and has made minor plain- 
writing edits throughout. The first 
paragraph of the revised regulatory text 
in this rule defines when a person is 
addicted to a controlled substance. ATF 
is slightly revising the wording of this 
definition for better medical accuracy, 
so it now reads, ‘‘A person who uses a 
controlled substance and demonstrates a 
pattern of compulsive use of the 
controlled substance, characterized by 
impaired control over use, is addicted to 
a controlled substance.’’ The second 
paragraph defines an unlawful user of a 
controlled substance, and the remaining 
portions of the current definition fall 
within subparagraphs under paragraph 
(2). 

ATF is revising the definition of an 
unlawful user to specifically provide 
that an ‘‘unlawful user’’ is someone who 
uses a controlled substance regularly 
over an extended period of time.25 The 
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disorder. ATF notes that substance use alone also 
does not equate to addiction or substance use 
disorder. This is, in part, one of the reasons that the 
courts, and now ATF, are no longer relying on 
single-use cases to establish inferences of regular 
use under this regulation. From a medical 
perspective, substance use exists along a 
continuum, ranging from non-problematic use to 
clinically diagnosable substance use disorder. 

new definition therefore adds ‘‘over an 
extended period of time continuing into 
the present.’’ It also clarifies that using 
a controlled substance without a lawful 
prescription also qualifies as unlawful 
use. As a result, the new definition 
reads: ‘‘A person who regularly uses a 
controlled substance over an extended 
period of time continuing into the 
present, without a lawful prescription or 
in a manner substantially different from 
that prescribed by a licensed physician, 
is an unlawful user of a controlled 
substance.’’ 

Paragraph (2)(i) then includes the 
portion of the current definition that 
sets out the temporal aspect, but it 
removes the phrase ‘‘or weeks,’’ adds 
‘‘unlawful’’ before ‘‘use,’’ adds 
‘‘shipping, transporting, possessing, or 
receiving a firearm’’ to clarify what 
‘‘before’’ refers to, adds ‘‘requires 
evidence,’’ adds ‘‘with sufficient 
regularity and recency’’ to replace the 
existing phrase ‘‘recently enough,’’ and 
makes some minor plain-writing edits 
so that the first sentence (now two 
sentences) reads: ‘‘Such unlawful use is 
not limited to using a controlled 
substance on a particular day, or within 
a matter of days before shipping, 
transporting, possessing, or receiving a 
firearm. Rather, unlawful use requires 
evidence that the person has unlawfully 
used the substance with sufficient 
regularity and recency to indicate that 
the individual is actively engaged in 
such conduct. A person may be an 
unlawful current user of a controlled 
substance even though the substance is 
not being used at the precise time the 
person seeks to acquire, ship, transport, 
receive, or possess the firearm.’’ This 
rule then adds a new clarifying sentence 
to this paragraph, which reads ‘‘A 
person may be an unlawful current user 
of a controlled substance even though 
the substance is not being used at the 
precise time the person seeks to acquire, 
ship, transport, receive, or possess the 
firearm.’’ 

Additionally, ATF is adding a new 
provision to clarify when a person is not 
an unlawful user, which is in paragraph 
(2)(ii) and reads: ‘‘A person is not an 
unlawful user of a controlled substance 
if the person has ceased regularly 
unlawfully using the substance, or if the 
person’s unlawful use is isolated or 
sporadic or does not otherwise 

demonstrate a pattern of ongoing use. A 
person is also not an unlawful user if 
the person, while using a lawfully 
prescribed controlled substance, 
deviates slightly or immaterially from 
the instructions of the prescribing 
physician.’’ The rule removes the 
remaining section of the current 
definition, the examples, from the 
definition. 

III. Statutory and Executive Order 
Review 

A. Administrative Procedure Act 
Under the Administrative Procedure 

Act (‘‘APA’’), 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A), an 
agency is not required to undergo notice 
and public comment when it issues an 
interpretive rule. An interpretive rule 
‘‘typically reflects an agency’s 
construction of a statute that has been 
entrusted to the agency to administer’’ 
and does not modify or add ‘‘to a legal 
norm based on the agency’s own 
authority.’’ Syncor Int’l Corp. v. Shalala, 
127 F.3d 90, 94–95 (D.C. Cir. 1997) 
(emphasis omitted). 

This rule is an interpretive rule 
because ATF is merely amending the 
regulation to better align it with the best 
interpretation of the statute. See, e.g., 
Warshauer v. Solis, 577 F.3d 1330, 
1338, 1340 (11th Cir. 2009) (an 
interpretive rule ‘‘merely clarifies how 
the [agency] intends to enforce’’ a 
statute, and a ‘‘statement seeking to 
interpret a statutory . . . term is . . . 
the quintessential example of an 
interpretive rule’’ (quotation omitted)). 
Not only have court decisions over the 
past 25 years consistently interpreted 
the statute to not include single-use 
inferences and to rest on regular use or 
a pattern of use, but ATF has also been 
interpreting the statute that way for 
most single-use denials for more than a 
decade and has changed its referral 
practices accordingly. This rule informs 
the public about ATF’s current view of 
how the statutory term ‘‘unlawful user 
of or addicted to a controlled substance’’ 
should be construed and clarifies how 
the Department intends to enforce it in 
the context of firearm denials. See, e.g., 
Perez v. Mortgage Bankers Ass’n, 575 
U.S. 92, 97 (2015) (a rule issued ‘‘to 
advise the public of the agency’s 
construction of the statutes and rules 
which it administers’’ is an interpretive 
rule (quotation omitted)); Mendoza v. 
Perez, 754 F.3d 1002, 1021 (D.C. Cir. 
2014) (‘‘An ‘interpretive rule’ describes 
the agency’s view of the meaning of an 
existing statute or regulation.’’ 
(quotation omitted)); id. (interpretive 
rules ‘‘are those that clarify a statutory 
or regulatory term’’); Orengo Caraballo 
v. Reich, 11 F.3d 186, 195 (D.C. Cir. 

1993) (‘‘A statement seeking to interpret 
a statutory or regulatory term is . . . the 
quintessential example of an 
interpretive rule.’’). This rule creates no 
new law, right, or duty, and it has no 
effect independent of the statute. Rather, 
it provides guidance on how the 
Department will enforce the statute, 
principally by removing interpretive 
examples from the definition that are no 
longer aligned with the best 
interpretation of the statute and by 
clarifying that the definition involves 
regular use or a pattern of use. This rule 
does not change the prohibition or 
authorities created by the statute. 

Although this rule is an interpretive 
rule, ATF is issuing this rule as an IFR 
and soliciting public comments on 
possible new examples and other 
changes that might help further clarify 
the relevant definition in a possible 
future proposed rulemaking, or in a 
final rule stemming from this IFR, for 
that purpose. 

An agency may also forego the 
delayed effective date typically required 
by the APA ‘‘for good cause found and 
published with the rule.’’ 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). As to whether there is good 
cause to forego the delayed effective 
date typically required by the APA, 
courts have asked whether the need to 
immediately implement a new rule 
outweighs regulated parties’ need to 
prepare for implementation of the rule. 
See, e.g., Riverbend Farms, Inc. v. 
Madigan, 958 F.2d 1479, 1485 (9th Cir. 
1992); Am. Fed’n of Gov’t Emps., AFL– 
CIO v. Block, 655 F.2d 1153, 1156 (D.C. 
Cir. 1981). Here, there is no need for 
additional delay for regulated parties to 
prepare to implement this rule because 
this rule does not require any regulated 
parties to take any actions. See 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(1), (d)(3). Instead, this rule 
simply ensures that certain regulated 
parties will not be denied firearms due 
to an erroneous interpretation of 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3). 

B. Executive Orders 12866 and 13563 
Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory 

Planning and Review) directs agencies 
to assess the costs and benefits of 
available regulatory alternatives and, if 
regulation is necessary, to select 
regulatory approaches that maximize 
net benefits. 

Executive Order 13563 (Improving 
Regulation and Regulatory Review) 
emphasizes the importance of agencies 
quantifying both costs and benefits, 
reducing costs, harmonizing rules, and 
promoting public flexibility. 

This IFR amends 27 CFR 478.11 to 
bring the definition of ‘‘unlawful user of 
or addicted to any controlled substance’’ 
into alignment with court decisions and 
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26 FBI CJIS, Active Entries in the NICS Indices 
(last updated Dec. 31, 2025), https://www.fbi.gov/ 
file-repository/cjis/active_records_in_the_nics- 
indices.pdf/view. 

ATF internal guidance that a single use 
of a controlled substance does not 
constitute sufficient evidence to support 
a determination that a person is an 
unlawful user within the statutory 
definition. 

The Office of Management and Budget 
(‘‘OMB’’) has determined that, although 
this rule is not economically significant 
under section (3)(f)(1) of Executive 
Order 12866, this rule is a ‘‘significant 
regulatory action’’ under the Order. 
OMB has therefore reviewed this rule. 
ATF provides the following analysis to 
comply with Executive Orders 12866 
and 13563. 

This rulemaking provides qualitative 
benefits by reducing a regulatory burden 
on the public, including qualitative 
benefits for current and future firearm 
owners, without reducing public safety. 
The provisions of this IFR better align 
with field enforcement, judicial 
precedent, agency guidance, 
administrative processes, and public 
understanding of the key definitions 
and patterns that affect firearms 
purchases and prohibitions. 

1. Need Statement 
This IFR is designed to correct the 

discrepancy that currently exists in 
enforcing section 922(g)(3) between, 
e.g., NICS firearm purchase 
determinations and certain ATF 
referrals, on the one hand, and court 
decisions, on the other hand. Relying on 
current ATF regulations, NICS denies 
firearm purchases for those individuals 
who, within the previous year, have had 
a single arrest for admitted drug use or 
drug possession, or who failed a test for 
an unlawfully used controlled 
substance. In addition, ATF refers 
certain delayed denials, those based on 
a single misdemeanor conviction 
involving drugs, for prosecution or to 
retrieve the firearm (including cases in 
which the person is subject to 
forfeiture). The inference examples that 
NICS and ATF rely upon for these 
actions are not supported by federal 
courts that have interpreted the phrase 
‘‘unlawful user.’’ This discrepancy has 
created confusion for purchasers and 
those tasked with enforcing the 
statutory prohibition, has caused a 
divergence between court decisions and 
enforcement decisions, and has caused 
(and continues to cause) some people to 
be erroneously denied firearms. ATF 
needs to address this situation and has 
decided to revise its regulatory 
definition of ‘‘unlawful user of or 
addicted to any controlled substance’’ to 
align with court interpretations of the 
definition and specifically require that a 
person must use the controlled 
substance regularly over an extended 

period of time, continuing into the 
current time, before being deemed an 
‘‘unlawful user of or addicted to any 
controlled substance.’’ 

2. Benefits 

ATF estimates the impacts of the IFR 
to be primarily a reduced burden on the 
public, including qualitative benefits for 
current and future firearm owners. 

As of December 31, 2025, there were 
54,136 entries in the NICS Indices 
designated as ‘‘unlawful user/addicted 
to controlled substance’’ out of a total of 
34,036,267 active entries in the NICS 
Index alone (one of the three systems 
that make up the Indices).26 NICS uses 
the information in the III, NCIC, and 
NICS Index to assess whether a person 
wishing to receive a firearm from a 
licensee is prohibited from doing so 
under federal statutes, including on the 
basis of being an unlawful user of a 
controlled substance. If so, NICS notifies 
the licensee preparing to sell the firearm 
that the person is denied from 
purchasing. NICS denials may occur at 
any point within the first three business 
days from when the transactions were 
initiated, in which case they are called 
standard denials. The potentially 
prohibiting record may also take longer 
to investigate, and thus the denial may 
arrive after the initial three-business day 
period, in which case they are called 
delayed denials. During a delayed 
denial, the person may have received 
the firearm before the licensee is 
notified that the person was denied. 
NICS refers delayed-denial cases to ATF 
to pursue. 

With regard to pursuing delayed- 
denial referrals from NICS involving 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3), ATF’s field division 
referral guidelines state that most single 
‘‘inference of use’’ denials (i.e., admitted 
use, admitted possession, positive drug 
test, or single drug arrest in the past 
year) should not be referred to the field 
offices to prosecute or to retrieve 
purchased firearms (including any 
firearms a person must forfeit). 
However, DENI refers an 18 U.S.C. 
922(g)(3) denial to the field if the 
purchaser has a misdemeanor drug 
conviction within the past year (another 
type of single-use inference) or multiple 
drug arrests in the past five years with 
at least one of those arrests being in the 
past year. In FY 2025, NICS denied 
9,163 transfers based on a person being 
an unlawful user of or addicted to a 
controlled substance. Of these, 8,947 
were ultimately denied a firearm. See 

Table 1, above, and accompanying text. 
Of these 8,947 denials, 4,560, or about 
51 percent (51 percent = 4,560/8,947 * 
100) were based on admissions of single 
use or single possession, a single failed 
drug test, or a single misdemeanor drug 
conviction within the past year as an 
indication of regular use or possession. 
See Table 2, above. 

The 4,560 denials based on single- 
incident inferences included 196 
delayed denials in which the person 
received a firearm. ATF did not pursue 
any of these denials for further criminal 
investigation, firearms forfeiture, or 
prosecution. ATF referred only 80 
delayed denials based on single-use 
inferences (a single misdemeanor drug 
conviction). This data and ATF 
guidelines and practices demonstrate 
both the rarity of drug-related 
enforcement actions and the de facto 
standard for recurring or regular use that 
is already applied to most delayed 
denials in the field. Because, as a 
practical matter, most delayed denials 
do not result in an individual failing to 
receive a firearm on the basis of section 
922(g)(3), amending the regulations as 
proposed in this rule to clarify the scope 
of section 922(g)(3) will have only de 
minimis impacts for individuals’ ability 
to receive a firearm pursuant to a 
delayed denial and exercise their 
Second Amendment rights. 

In the context of standard denials, 
however, the amended regulatory 
definition will confer a qualitative 
benefit to persons who would have been 
denied the opportunity to purchase a 
firearm under the current, unamended 
regulatory definition. As noted above, 
NICS reported 9,163 denials under 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3) in FY 2025, 8,817 of 
which were standard denials in which 
the person did not receive the firearm 
on the basis of unlawfully using 
controlled substances. See Table 1, 
above. Of these cases, 4,284 were denied 
on the basis of inferences due to a single 
admission of use, single admission of 
possession, single failed drug test 
during the past year, or single 
misdemeanor drug conviction. See 
Table 2, above. Adding to this number 
the 80 delayed denials based on a single 
misdemeanor conviction results in 
4,364 persons who were unable to 
receive or retain a firearm based on 
single-use inferences. These 4,364 
persons would thus be the group that 
would receive qualitative benefits from 
this rule, in that they would now— 
contrary to current practice—be able to 
purchase firearms during the same year 
in which they had only one drug-related 
incident giving rise to an inference of 
regular use or possession. Assuming 
that this annual number of standard 
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27 In 2026, ATF also stopped referring delayed 
denials based on single misdemeanor drug 
convictions. 

28 Substance abuse does not necessarily result in 
intoxication or impairment at any given moment in 
time. From a clinical standpoint, impairment is 
episodic and substance-specific. However, because 
the possibility that regular unlawful drug use could 
result in intoxication, impairment, or other effects 
on judgment, Congress was concerned about the 
risk of such use to public safety if the person also 
had a firearm. By making the changes in this rule, 
that risk could be increased. 

denials based on single-use inferences 
would continue at a similar rate int the 
future without this rule, then over the 
next ten years, this rule will prevent 
erroneously denying—as standard 
denials based on single-use inferences— 
approximately 42,840 transfers. 

This IFR will also likely lead to 
benefits to the public in the form of 
greater clarity, and to benefits in the 
form of less ambiguity for those who 
enforce and administer the various 
federal law provisions in the GCA and 
its implementing regulations. ATF is 
adding new provisions to clarify that a 
person is not an unlawful user if the 
person has ceased regularly using the 
substance or if the person uses a 
controlled substance in an isolated or 
sporadic manner, with added language 
to indicate that a single incident is not 
sufficient for a denial under 18 U.S.C. 
922(g)(3). The rule also removes the 
examples from the definition, which 
have caused confusion about whether a 
single incident of using or possessing a 
controlled substance could create an 
inference of regular use. 

These provisions better align with 
field enforcement, judicial precedent, 
and administrative guidance. Thus, the 
disconnect between the current 
regulatory definition and these other 
indicia of the meaning of section 
922(g)(3) will no longer be a potential 
source of confusion for the public. 

3. Costs 

ATF estimates that this rule will not 
create any compliance burdens, either 
qualitative or quantitative. This is 
because ATF has already adopted, as a 
practical matter, the changes discussed 
in this rule in its enforcement actions,27 
and because the changes also align with 
longstanding court decisions that 
require regular unlawful use of a 
controlled substance over an extended 
period of time. Although ATF practices 
have changed in anticipation of this 
rule, and although ATF anticipates that 
NICS practices for background checks 
will also change as a result of the rule, 
these changes would not present a 
public cost or burden. Instead, some 
persons who currently cannot purchase 
a firearm during the same year in which 
they have a drug incident would simply 
be able to purchase the firearm, without 
any material change to the public in 
how NICS operates. 

However, this rule’s change could 
potentially result in an increased risk to 
public safety because some persons who 
have a record of only one drug offense 

in the relevant time period could be 
regular drug users that just do not have 
records of more offenses. Under the 
current regulatory definition, such 
persons would receive standard NICS 
denials and would not be able to 
purchase a firearm in the same year in 
which they have such an incident. 
Under the proposed regulatory 
definition, by contrast, they would be 
able to. This rule could thus result in an 
increased risk that such persons would 
be under the influence of drugs when 
purchasing and thereafter possessing 
their firearm,28 representing a risk to 
public safety. However, as noted above, 
ATF estimates this increased risk to be 
de minimis. Of the aforementioned 
34,036,267 entries in the NICS Index 
database, 54,136 were entries for being 
an unlawful user of or addicted to a 
controlled substance (including denials 
not based on single-use inferences), 
which represents only 0.16 percent of 
prohibiting entries. In addition, the 
population that would now be able to 
purchase firearms in this context would 
be 4,284 persons per year—i.e., those 
persons who would have received 
standard denials involving single- 
incident cases without this rule. An 
unknown portion of this population 
would represent the magnitude of 
potential risk to public safety. ATF 
believes that the costs associated with 
such circumstances would be 
vanishingly small because ATF’s 
enforcement experience has shown that 
a pattern of controlled substance arrests, 
controlled substance convictions, or 
other incidents outlined in the amended 
regulatory definition—not a single 
example of such incidents—is a more 
accurate indicator of whether a person 
is a habitual user of controlled 
substances. 

4. Regulatory Alternatives 
ATF considered three alternatives in 

formulating this rule: continuing the 
status quo without changing the existing 
regulatory definition; issuing guidance 
to those who rely on the current 
provision; or revising the existing 
regulation. 

Option 1: Continuing the Status Quo of 
Maintaining the Existing Inferences 

This is also known as the no-action 
alternative. ATF considered this 

alternative but, in light of (1) court cases 
over the past 20 years that have found 
a single incident of drug use to be 
insufficient in most cases, (2) ATF’s 
experience in terms of prosecutors 
declining to pursue such cases, and (3) 
the conflicting inferences in the 
regulation that have caused differing 
applications, ATF concluded this option 
would continue to impose a qualitative 
burden on the public without increasing 
public safety—i.e., the level of public 
safety related to this prohibition’s 
definition would remain the same as it 
currently is. ATF considers it 
inappropriate to retain the existing 
inference examples in the regulatory 
definition because a single recent 
incident of using or possessing a 
controlled substance is insufficient 
evidence upon which to base an 
administrative forfeiture or to deem a 
person prohibited under the GCA as an 
unlawful user. These inferences no 
longer align with ATF practice and 
guidance, or the weight of court 
decisions issued over the past 20 years, 
and they create confusion and 
inconsistency between different ways 
the regulatory inferences are applied. 
Classifying individuals as prohibited 
persons on the basis of a single unlawful 
use of a controlled substance is also 
potentially unconstitutional under the 
Second Amendment. As a result, ATF 
determined that it should take some 
action to resolve these issues. 

Option 2: Guidance 
ATF considered issuing guidance to 

the NICS Section and other Department 
elements charged with administering or 
enforcing 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(3), as well as 
state, local, and tribal partners that may 
also rely upon 27 CFR 478.11. The 
guidance would set out the court 
decisions and ATF’s practices that have 
aligned with those decisions since at 
least 2018. In addition, it would inform 
the enforcing elements that ATF’s 
policy and statutory interpretation 
position is that a single incident is no 
longer sufficient to meet the statutory 
prohibition and request that the 
elements adjust their internal guidance 
and their enforcement practices to align. 
ATF believes providing guidance to the 
other elements is an important option, 
especially in the short term, and will be 
working with the FBI on this change. 
ATF believes that guidance can often 
contain more detailed explanations of 
how to apply statutory or regulatory 
terms than can a regulation. However, 
because the existing regulatory 
definition contains the problematic 
inference examples, ATF determined 
that the guidance option would not 
suffice as a complete replacement for a 
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rulemaking that removes the inference 
examples. Guidance should provide 
more details and interpret regulatory 
provisions, not conflict with them or 
obviate portions of them. Without the 
regulatory change, many people would 
still believe they have to apply these 
inferences or use these examples. A 
regulation is treated as more binding 
than guidance, even on agencies, and 
reaches other organizations that might 
not know to search out guidance or that 
guidance changing the regulation exists. 

Option 3: Rulemaking (Proposed 
Alternative) 

The inferences included in the 
definition of unlawful user are 
contained in a regulation. To remove 
them from that regulation requires a 
rulemaking. The existing definition’s 
inference examples conflict with court 
decisions and enforcement practice, so 
retaining them in the regulatory 
definition creates potential confusion 
and inconsistency, and may cause 
persons to be denied firearms when they 
should not be. Revising, in relevant part, 
the definition of an unlawful user to 
specifically include that the person 
must use the controlled substance 
regularly over an extended period of 
time, and to remove the inference 
examples entirely, reduces confusion for 
those enforcing section 922(g)(3) and for 
persons possessing, or desiring to 
possess, firearms. This is especially 
important for the future so that members 
of the public are not confused when 
they consult ATF’s regulations. In 
addition, this option complies with 
sound regulatory drafting principles by 
deleting no-longer-applicable examples 
and bringing the regulations into 
alignment with years of case law and 
previously changed portions of ATF 
internal guidance and practices. ATF is 
issuing this interpretive rule to 
effectively stop people from being 
denied firearms based on the existing 
regulation’s content. A rulemaking—not 
a different option—is the most effective 
way to achieve this goal. 

C. Executive Order 14192 
Executive Order 14192 (Unleashing 

Prosperity Through Deregulation) 
requires an agency, unless prohibited by 
law, to identify at least ten existing 
regulations to be repealed or revised 
when the agency publicly proposes for 
notice and comment or otherwise 
promulgates a new regulation that 
qualifies as an Executive Order 14192 
regulatory action (defined in OMB 
Memorandum M–25–20 as a final 
significant regulatory action as defined 
in section 3(f) of Executive Order 12866 
that imposes total costs greater than 

zero). In furtherance of this requirement, 
section 3(c) of Executive Order 14192 
requires that any new incremental costs 
associated with such new regulations 
must, to the extent permitted by law, 
also be offset by eliminating existing 
costs associated with at least ten prior 
regulations. Although this IFR is a 
significant regulatory action as defined 
by Executive Order 12866 because it 
raises a novel policy issue, it does not 
impose total costs greater than zero. 
This rule provides qualitative benefits to 
the public by clarifying an existing 
definition and ensuring the definition 
aligns better with court cases that have 
interpreted it, thereby reducing the 
number of individuals erroneously 
denied the option of purchasing 
firearms. It imposes no costs. This IFR 
therefore qualifies as an Executive Order 
14192 deregulatory action (defined by 
OMB Memorandum M–25–20 as a final 
action that imposes total costs less than 
zero). 

D. Executive Order 14294 
Executive Order 14294 (Fighting 

Overcriminalization in Federal 
Regulations) requires agencies 
promulgating regulations with criminal 
regulatory offenses potentially subject to 
criminal enforcement to explicitly 
describe the conduct subject to criminal 
enforcement, the authorizing statutes, 
and the mens rea standard applicable to 
each element of those offenses. This IFR 
does not create a criminal regulatory 
offense and is thus exempt from 
Executive Order 14294 requirements. 

E. Executive Order 13132 
This IFR does not have substantial 

direct effects on the states, the 
relationship between the federal 
government and the states, or the 
distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. Therefore, in 
accordance with section 6 of Executive 
Order 13132 (Federalism), the Acting 
Director, ATF, has determined that this 
rule does not impose substantial direct 
compliance costs on state and local 
governments, preempt state law, or 
meaningfully implicate federalism. It 
thus does not warrant preparing a 
federalism summary impact statement. 

F. Executive Order 12988 
This IFR meets the applicable 

standards set forth in sections 3(a) and 
3(b)(2) of Executive Order 12988 (Civil 
Justice Reform). 

G. Regulatory Flexibility Act 
Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act 

(‘‘RFA’’), 5 U.S.C. 601–12, agencies are 
required to conduct a regulatory 

flexibility analysis of any rule subject to 
notice-and comment-rulemaking 
requirements unless the agency head 
certifies, including a statement of the 
factual basis, that the rule will not have 
a significant economic impact on a 
substantial number of small entities. 
Small entities include certain small 
businesses, small not-for-profit 
organizations that are independently 
owned and operated and are not 
dominant in their fields, and 
governmental jurisdictions with 
populations of less than 50,000. 

The Acting Director, ATF, certifies, 
after consideration, that this IFR does 
not have a significant economic impact 
on a substantial number of small 
entities. This rule is deregulatory and 
does not impose any additional costs or 
burdens on any party, including 
members of the public or regulated 
businesses. Instead, the provisions of 
this rule primarily offer clarity on 
existing policy, reduce qualitative 
burdens on current and prospective 
firearm owners, and result in fewer 
background check denials, thereby 
permitting small businesses to complete 
more firearm sales. 

Although reducing denials may result 
in additional sales for some small 
businesses engaged in dealing firearms, 
the number of denials based on 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(3), as explained in section 
III.B of this preamble, is small enough 
that ATF anticipates that this increased 
revenue will not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of such businesses. In addition, 
this rule is an interpretive rule that is 
not required to proceed through notice 
and comment, see section III.A of this 
preamble, so it is exempt from the 
requirement to complete a regulatory 
flexibility analysis. 

H. Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 

This IFR does not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities under the 
Small Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act of 1996, because it imposes 
no additional costs or burdens on any 
party, including members of the public 
or regulated businesses. Instead, the 
rule’s provisions primarily offer clarity 
on existing policy, reduce qualitative 
burdens on current and prospective 
owners of firearms, and result in fewer 
background check denials. 

I. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 
1995 

This IFR does not include a federal 
mandate that might result in the 
aggregate expenditure by state, local, 
and tribal governments, or by the 
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private sector, of $100 million or more 
in any one year, and it will not 
significantly or uniquely affect small 
governments. Therefore, ATF has 
determined that no actions are 
necessary under the provisions of the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 
1995. 

J. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995 (‘‘PRA’’), 44 U.S.C. 3501–3521, 
agencies are required to submit to OMB, 
for review and approval, any 
information collection requirements a 
rule creates or any impacts it has on 
existing information collections. As 
defined in 5 CFR 1320.3(c), an 
information collection includes any 
reporting, record-keeping, monitoring, 
posting, labeling, or other similar 
actions an agency requires of the public. 
This IFR does not create any new 
information collection requirements, or 
impact any existing ones, covered under 
the PRA. 

K. Congressional Review Act 

Pursuant to the Congressional Review 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 801 et seq., OMB’s Office 
of Information and Regulatory Affairs 
has determined that this IFR does not 
meet the criteria in 5 U.S.C. 804(2) to 
constitute a major rule. This rule is not 
a major rule because it will not result in 
an annual effect on the economy of $100 
million or more; a major increase in 
costs or prices; or significant adverse 
effects on competition, employment, 
investment, productivity, innovation, or 
on the ability of United States-based 
enterprises to compete with foreign- 
based enterprises in domestic and 
export markets. 

IV. Public Participation 

A. Comments Sought 

ATF requests comments on the IFR 
from all interested persons. ATF 
specifically requests comments on the 
clarity of this IFR and how it may be 
made easier to understand. In addition, 
ATF requests comments on the costs or 
benefits of the rule and on the 
appropriate methodology and data for 
calculating those costs and benefits. 

All comments must reference this 
document’s RIN 1140–AB03 and, if 
handwritten, must be legible. If 
submitting by mail, you must also 
include your complete first and last 
name and contact information. If 
submitting a comment through the 
federal e-rulemaking portal, as 
described in section IV.C of this 
preamble, you should carefully review 
and follow the website’s instructions on 
submitting comments. Whether you 

submit comments online or by mail, 
ATF will post them online. If submitting 
online as an individual, any information 
you provide in the online fields for city, 
state, zip code, and phone will not be 
publicly viewable when ATF publishes 
the comment on https://
www.regulations.gov. However, if you 
include such personally identifiable 
information (‘‘PII’’) in the body of your 
online comment, it may be posted and 
viewable online. Similarly, if you 
submit a written comment with PII in 
the body of the comment, it may be 
posted and viewable online. Therefore, 
all commenters should review section 
IV.B of this preamble, ‘‘Confidentiality,’’ 
regarding how to submit PII if you do 
not want it published online. 

ATF may not consider, or respond to, 
comments that do not meet these 
requirements or comments containing 
excessive profanity. ATF will retain 
comments containing excessive 
profanity as part of this rulemaking’s 
administrative record but will not 
publish such documents on https://
www.regulations.gov. ATF will treat all 
comments as originals and will not 
acknowledge receipt of comments. In 
addition, if ATF cannot read your 
comment due to handwriting or 
technical difficulties and cannot contact 
you for clarification, ATF may not be 
able to consider your comment. 

ATF will carefully consider all 
comments, as appropriate, received on 
or before the closing date. 

B. Confidentiality 
ATF will make all parts of all 

comments meeting the requirements of 
this section, whether submitted 
electronically or on paper, and except as 
described below, available for public 
viewing on the internet through the 
federal e-rulemaking portal, and subject 
to the Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552). Commenters who submit by 
mail and who do not want their name 
or other PII posted on the internet 
should submit their comments with a 
separate cover sheet containing their PII. 
The separate cover sheet should be 
marked with ‘‘CUI//PRVCY’’ at the top 
to identify it as protected PII under the 
Privacy Act. Both the cover sheet and 
comment must reference this RIN 1140– 
AB03. For comments submitted by mail, 
information contained on the cover 
sheet will not appear when posted on 
the internet, but any PII that appears 
within the body of a comment will not 
be redacted by ATF and may appear on 
the internet. Similarly, commenters who 
submit through the federal e-rulemaking 
portal and who do not want any of their 
PII posted on the internet should omit 
such PII from the body of their comment 

or in any uploaded attachments. 
However, PII entered into the online 
fields designated for name, email, and 
other contact information will not be 
posted or viewable online. 

A commenter may submit to ATF 
information identified as proprietary or 
confidential business information by 
mail. To request that ATF handle this 
information as controlled unclassified 
information (‘‘CUI’’), the commenter 
must place any portion of a comment 
that is proprietary or confidential 
business information under law or 
regulation on pages separate from the 
balance of the comment, with each page 
prominently marked ‘‘CUI//PROPIN’’ at 
the top of the page. 

ATF will not make proprietary or 
confidential business information 
submitted in compliance with these 
instructions available when disclosing 
the comments that it receives, but it will 
disclose that the commenter provided 
proprietary or confidential business 
information that ATF is holding in a 
separate file to which the public does 
not have access. If ATF receives a 
request to examine or copy this 
information, it will treat it as any other 
request under the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). In 
addition, ATF will disclose such 
proprietary or confidential business 
information to the extent required by 
other legal process. 

C. Submitting Comments 

Submit comments using either of the 
two methods described below (but do 
not submit the same comment multiple 
times or by more than one method). 
Hand-delivered comments will not be 
accepted. 

• Federal e-rulemaking portal: ATF 
recommends that you submit your 
comments to ATF via the federal e- 
rulemaking portal at https://
www.regulations.gov by following the 
instructions on the web page. Comments 
will be posted within a few days of 
being submitted. However, if large 
volumes of comments are being 
processed simultaneously, your 
comment may not be viewable for up to 
several weeks. Please keep the comment 
tracking number that is provided after 
you have successfully uploaded your 
comment. 

• Mail: Send written comments to the 
address listed in the ADDRESSES section 
of this document. Written comments 
must appear in minimum 12-point font 
size, include the commenter’s first and 
last name and full mailing address, and 
may be of any length. See also section 
IV.B of this preamble, ‘‘Confidentiality.’’ 
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D. Request for Hearing 

Any interested person who desires an 
opportunity to comment orally at a 
public hearing should submit his or her 
request, in writing, to the Acting 
Director of ATF within the 180-day 
comment period. The Acting Director, 
however, reserves the right to 
determine, in light of all circumstances, 
whether a public hearing is necessary. 

Disclosure 

Copies of this IFR and the comments 
received in response to it are available 
through the federal e-rulemaking portal, 
at https://www.regulations.gov (search 
for RIN 1140–AB03). 

List of Subjects in 27 CFR Part 478 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Arms and munitions, 
Exports, Freight, Imports, 
Intergovernmental relations, Law 
enforcement officers, Military 
personnel, Penalties, Reporting and 
record-keeping requirements, Research, 
Seizures and forfeitures, Transportation. 

For the reasons discussed in the 
preamble, ATF amends 27 CFR part 478 
as follows: 

PART 478—COMMERCE IN FIREARMS 
AND AMMUNITION 

■ 1. The authority citation for 27 CFR 
part 478 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 552(a); 18 U.S.C. 847, 
921–931; 44 U.S.C. 3504(h). 

■ 2. Amend § 478.11 by revising the 
definition of ‘‘Unlawful user of or 
addicted to any controlled substance’’ to 
read as follows: 

§ 478.11 Meaning of terms. 

* * * * * 
Unlawful user of or addicted to any 

controlled substance. (1) A person who 
uses a controlled substance and 
demonstrates a pattern of compulsively 
using the controlled substance, 
characterized by impaired control over 
use, is addicted to a controlled 
substance. 

(2) A person who regularly uses a 
controlled substance over an extended 
period of time continuing into the 
present, without a lawful prescription or 
in a manner substantially different from 
that prescribed by a licensed physician, 
is an unlawful user of a controlled 
substance. 

(i) Such unlawful use is not limited to 
using a controlled substance on a 
particular day, or within a matter of 
days before shipping, transporting, 
possessing, or receiving a firearm. 
Rather, unlawful use requires evidence 
that the person has unlawfully used the 

substance with sufficient regularity and 
recency to indicate that the individual 
is actively engaged in such conduct. A 
person may be an unlawful current user 
of a controlled substance even though 
the substance is not being used at the 
precise time the person seeks to acquire, 
ship, transport, receive, or possess the 
firearm. 

(ii) A person is not an unlawful user 
of a controlled substance if the person 
has ceased regularly unlawfully using 
the substance, or if the person’s 
unlawful use is isolated or sporadic or 
does not otherwise demonstrate a 
pattern of ongoing use. A person is also 
not an unlawful user if the person, 
while using a lawfully prescribed 
controlled substance, deviates slightly 
or immaterially from the instructions of 
the prescribing physician. 
* * * * * 

Daniel Driscoll, 
Acting Director. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01141 Filed 1–20–26; 11:15 am] 

BILLING CODE 4410–FY–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Coast Guard 

33 CFR Part 165 

[Docket Number USCG–2025–1125] 

RIN 1625–AA00 

Safety Zone; Rocket Test Site, Rio 
Grande River, Boca Chica, TX 

AGENCY: Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security. 
ACTION: Temporary final rule. 

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard is 
establishing a temporary safety zone for 
navigable waters of the Rio Grande 
River. The safety zone is needed to 
protect personnel, vessels, and the 
marine environment from potential 
hazards created by cryogenics and 
structural tests of SpaceX rockets at 
their Massey’s test site. This proposed 
rulemaking would prohibit persons and 
vessels from being in the safety zone 
unless specifically authorized by the 
Captain of the Port, Sector Corpus 
Christi. We invite your comments on 
this proposed rulemaking. 
DATES: This rule is effective without 
actual notice from January 22, 2026 
through February 28, 2026. For the 
purposes of enforcement, actual notice 
will be used from December 22, 2025, 
until January 22, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: To view available 
documents go to https://

www.regulations.gov and search for 
USCG–2025–1125. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If 
you have questions about this proposed 
rule, contact Lieutenant Timothy 
Cardenas, Sector Corpus Christi 
Waterways Management Division, U.S. 
Coast Guard; telephone 361–244–4784, 
or email Timothy.J.Cardenas@uscg.mil. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Table of Abbreviations 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
COTP Captain of the Port 
DHS Department of Homeland Security 
FR Federal Register 
NPRM Notice of proposed rulemaking 
§ Section 
U.S.C. United States Code 

II. Background and Authority 

SpaceX conducts rocket testing at 
their Massey’s Test Site on a weekly 
basis. This test site is on the Rio Grande 
River, approximately 6 miles inland 
from the mouth of the river. Some, but 
not all, test activities at this location 
create hazards such as the potential 
accidental discharge of cryogenic fuel 
and test failures resulting in dangerous 
projectiles and falling hot embers or 
other debris. The Captain of the Port 
(COTP) Corpus Christi has determined 
that these potential hazards are a safety 
concern for anyone on the Rio Grande 
River within a half mile of the test site. 
Therefore, the COTP is issuing this rule 
under the authority in 46 U.S.C. 70034, 
which is needed to protect personnel, 
vessels, and the marine environment in 
the navigable waters within the safety 
zone. 

The Coast Guard is issuing this rule 
without prior notice and comment. As 
is authorized by 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the 
Coast Guard finds that good cause exists 
for not publishing a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPRM) with respect to this 
rule because it is impracticable and 
contrary to the public interest. Due to 
the nature of testing activities at the site, 
the Coast Guard is not notified if static 
fire or cryogenic test will be conducted 
until hours before their start. Therefore, 
we do not have enough time to solicit 
and respond to comments. However, the 
Coast Guard is preparing a separate 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to 
establish a permanent safety zone 
around the Massey’s Test Site, and the 
Coast Guard will accept and consider 
public comments as part of that 
rulemaking. 

For the same reasons, the Coast Guard 
finds that under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), good 
cause exists for making this rule 
effective less than 30 days after 
publication in the Federal Register. 
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III. Discussion of the Rule 
This rule establishes a safety zone 

from December 22, 2025, through 
February 28, 2026. The safety zone 
would cover all navigable waters within 
a half mile radius of the testing facility. 
No vessel or person would be permitted 
to enter the safety zone without 
obtaining permission from the COTP or 
their designated representative. The 
regulatory text we are proposing appears 
at the end of this document. 

IV. Regulatory Analyses 
We developed this rule after 

considering numerous statutes and 
Executive orders related to rulemaking. 
Below we summarize our analyses 
based on a number of these statutes and 
Executive orders. 

A. Impact on Small Entities 
The regulatory flexibility analysis 

provisions of the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act of 1980, 5 U.S.C. 601–612, do not 
apply to rules that are not subject to 
notice and comment. Because the Coast 
Guard has, for good cause, waived the 
notice and comment requirement that 
would otherwise apply to this 
rulemaking, the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act’s flexibility analysis provisions do 
not apply here. 

Under section 213(a) of the Small 
Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act of 1996 (Pub. L. 104–121), 
if this rule will affect your small 
business, organization, or governmental 
jurisdiction and you have questions, 
contact the person listed in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section. 

Small businesses may send comments 
to the Small Business and Agriculture 
Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman 
and the Regional Small Business 
Regulatory Fairness Boards by calling 1– 
888–REG–FAIR (1–888–734–3247). The 
Coast Guard will not retaliate against 
small entities that question or complain 
about this rule or any policy or action 
of the Coast Guard. 

B. Collection of Information 
This rule will not call for a new 

collection of information under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501–3520). 

C. Federalism and Indian Tribal 
Governments 

We have analyzed this rule under 
Executive Order 13132, Federalism, and 
have determined that it is consistent 
with the fundamental federalism 
principles and preemption requirements 
described in that Order. 

Also, this rule does not have tribal 
implications under Executive Order 
13175, Consultation and Coordination 

with Indian Tribal Governments, 
because it does not have a substantial 
direct effect on one or more Indian 
tribes, on the relationship between the 
Federal Government and Indian tribes, 
or on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities between the Federal 
Government and Indian tribes. 

D. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 

As required by The Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 
1531–1538), the Coast Guard certifies 
that this rule will not result in an 
annual expenditure of $100,000,000 or 
more (adjusted for inflation) by a State, 
local, or tribal government, in the 
aggregate, or by the private sector. 

E. Environment 

We have analyzed this rule under 
Department of Homeland Security 
Directive 023–01, Rev. 1, associated 
implementing instructions, and 
Environmental Planning COMDTINST 
5090.1 (series), which guide the Coast 
Guard in complying with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321–4370f), and have 
determined that this action is one of a 
category of actions that do not 
individually or cumulatively have a 
significant effect on the human 
environment. 

This rule is a safety zone. It is 
categorically excluded from further 
review under paragraph L60(a) of 
Appendix A, Table 1 of DHS Instruction 
Manual 023–01–001–01, Rev. 1. A 
Record of Environmental Consideration 
supporting this determination is 
available in the docket. 

List of Subjects in 33 CFR Part 165 

Harbors, Marine safety, Navigation 
(water), Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements, Security measures, 
Waterways. 

For the reasons discussed in the 
preamble, the Coast Guard amends 33 
CFR part 165 as follows: 

PART 165—REGULATED NAVIGATION 
AREAS AND LIMITED ACCESS AREAS 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 165 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 46 U.S.C. 70034, 70051, 70124; 
33 CFR 1.05–1, 6.04–1, 6.04–6, and 160.5; 
DHS Delegation No. 00170.1, Revision No. 
01.4. 

■ 2. Add § 165.T08–1125 to read as 
follows: 

§ 165.T08–1125 Safety Zone; Rocket Test 
Site, Rio Grande River, Boca Chica, TX. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
safety zone: All waters of the Rio 
Grande River, from surface to bottom, 

from 25°57′15.4″ N, 97°14′30.4″ W 
(approximately 0.5 miles east of the 
Massey’s test facility), thence westward 
to 25°57′03.1″ N, 97°15′34.1″ W 
(approximate 0.5 miles west of the 
Massey’s test facility). These 
coordinates are based on the World 
Geodetic System (WGS 84). 

(b) Definitions. As used in this 
section, designated representative 
means a Coast Guard Patrol 
Commander, including a Coast Guard 
coxswain, petty officer, or other officer 
operating a Coast Guard vessel and a 
Federal, State, and local officer 
designated by or assisting the Captain of 
the Port Corpus Christi (COTP) in the 
enforcement of the safety zone. 

(c) Regulations. (1) Under the general 
safety zone regulations in subpart C of 
this part, you may not enter the safety 
zone described in paragraph (a) of this 
section unless authorized by the COTP 
or the COTP’s designated representative. 

(2) To seek permission to enter, 
contact the COTP or the COTP’s 
representative on VHF–FM channel 16 
or by telephone at (800) 874–2143. 
Those in the safety zone must comply 
with all lawful orders or directions 
given to them by the COTP or the 
COTP’s designated representative. 

(d) Enforcement period. This section 
is effective from December 22, 2025, 
through February 28, 2026, however the 
regulations in paragraph (c) of this 
section will only be enforced during 
times when SpaceX conducts operations 
that involve explosive material. The 
COTP or a designated representative 
will inform the public through 
Broadcast Notices to Mariners (BNMs) 
and/or Marine Safety Information 
Bulletins (MSIBs) of the enforcement 
times and dates for this safety zone. 

T.H. Bertheau, 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard, Captain of the 
Port Sector Corpus Christi. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01168 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9110–04–P 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS 

38 CFR Parts 3, 8, and 20 

[Docket No. VA–2024–VBA–0008] 

RIN 2900–AR32 

Clarification of VA’s Processing of 
Survivors Benefits Claims 

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) amends its adjudication 
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regulations concerning survivors 
benefits claims to ensure that VA 
provides the most beneficial outcome 
for surviving spouses and children. This 
final rule clarifies that a surviving 
spouse or child claimant for either 
Survivors Pension or dependency and 
indemnity compensation (DIC) is 
entitled to the greater benefit. Thus, 
with respect to claims processing, VA 
will concurrently deny Survivors 
Pension and award DIC, except where 
paying Survivors Pension would be 
more beneficial to the claimant, which 
will only be the case if the claimant is 
the veteran’s surviving spouse and the 
claimant’s application indicates that the 
claimant does not have any dependents, 
is currently in a nursing home, and has 
applied for or is currently receiving 
Medicaid. 

DATES: This rule is effective February 
23, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Eric 
Baltimore, Management and Program 
Analyst, Pension and Fiduciary Service, 
Veterans Benefits Administration, (202) 
632–8863. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: VA has 
express statutory authority to prescribe 
regulations regarding ‘‘the manner and 
form of adjudications and awards.’’ 38 
U.S.C. 501(a)(4). Pursuant to this 
authority, on March 11, 2024, VA 
published a proposed rule in the 
Federal Register at 89 FR 17354, to (1) 
amend 38 CFR 3.5, 3.152, 3.402, 3.502, 
3.658, and 3.702 to streamline the 
process by which VA adjudicates 
certain claims for VA survivors benefits 
while ensuring that claimants receive 
the greatest benefit allowed by law, and 
to (2) replace references to ‘‘death 
pension’’ with ‘‘survivors pension’’ in 
38 CFR part 3, and §§ 8.4 and 20.104, to 
align with VA’s current usage. 

VA provided a 60-day public 
comment period, which closed on May 
10, 2024, and received four comments 
in response to the proposed rule. Three 
comments were from individuals, and 
one comment was from The City Bar 
Justice Center. All comments generally 
agreed with the goal of the amendments 
in the proposed rulemaking. As one 
commenter explained, ‘‘[t]he proposal 
aims to accelerate the disbursement of 
compensation to eligible survivors and 
potentially reduce administrative 
complexities by simplifying the 
adjudication process for survivors 
benefits. In addition, this could translate 
to quicker access to financial assistance 
for vulnerable survivors, providing 
relief during a challenging time.’’ VA 
appreciates the support from these 
commenters. 

Three of the four commenters also 
offered additional suggestions with 
respect to VA’s administration of 
survivor benefits. VA appreciates the 
additional suggestions. However, VA 
believes that the comments are outside 
the scope of the rulemaking and VA will 
not make any changes to the rule, as 
proposed, based on the comments 
received. VA will respond to the 
comments for the limited purpose of 
demonstrating that the comments are 
outside the scope of the rulemaking. 

One commenter explained ‘‘[m]y 
husband recently passed. He was 
receiving $5,400.00 a month for 
benefits. I had to retire to take care of 
him. All I am receiving is $1,850.00 for 
DIC and my retirement. So anything 
would be appreciated to help spouses.’’ 
VA provides sincere condolences for the 
loss of the commenter’s husband. VA 
notes that this rule is focused on 
streamlining the adjudication of 
survivors’ claims processing with the 
goal of delivering decisions on claimed 
benefits timelier to beneficiaries in need 
during a difficult time. Benefit rates are 
not the subject of this rule, nor would 
the intent of this rule allow for an 
expansion to address benefit rates. VA 
can only pay monetary benefits in 
accordance with the express terms of 
specific statutes. Off. of Pers. Mgmt. v. 
Richmond, 496 U.S. 414, 432 (1990). VA 
will not make any changes to the rule, 
as proposed, based on the comment 
received. 

One commenter suggested an area of 
improvement to ‘‘automatically evaluate 
DIC applicants for all potential 
entitlements’’ to ‘‘alleviate the burden 
on survivors by reducing the complexity 
and emotional strain of navigating the 
benefits process during a period of 
grief.’’ VA notes that, in the notice of 
proposed rulemaking, VA expressly 
stated that ‘‘[t]his proposed rule would 
only address VA’s processing of the 
survivors pension claims of surviving 
spouses and children whom VA has 
determined are eligible for DIC.’’ 89 FR 
17354. VA would like to highlight that, 
once a complete claim for DIC or 
Survivors Pension is received from a 
surviving spouse or child, VA is 
statutorily required to determine 
entitlement to DIC and Survivors 
Pension (as well as accrued benefits) 
under 38 U.S.C. 5101(b). Claimants are 
not required to file separate claims for 
those benefits. To the extent the 
commenter’s concern relates to other 
survivor benefits, the commenter’s 
concern is outside the scope of this 
rulemaking. Furthermore, in certain 
situations VA will determine 
entitlement to service-connected burial 
benefits without a specific claim for VA 

burial benefits following a grant of DIC 
benefits. Public Law (Pub. L.) 114–315 
allows VA to grant a service-connected 
burial allowance to a surviving spouse 
without a claim when DIC benefits are 
granted and the veteran’s death 
occurred on or after December 16, 2016, 
which is the enactment date of Public 
Law 114–315. VA will not make any 
changes to the rule, as proposed, based 
on the comment received. 

VA received a comment from The City 
Bar Justice Center which expressed 
support for VA’s efforts in the proposed 
rule and shared additional 
recommendations for areas of further 
improvement. The commenter’s 
recommendations and VA’s response 
are highlighted below. 

Risk of Delaying Benefits if Entitlement 
Rules Change 

The commenter noted that it is 
‘‘possible that the rules relating to DIC 
and survivors pension could change in 
the future, including changes that could 
allow some access to both DIC and 
survivors pension’’. To avoid ‘‘delaying 
their receipt of increased or additive 
benefits,’’ the commenter encourages 
VA to consider a method in which 
claimants are ‘‘approved for both DIC 
and survivors pension on their first 
claim.’’ 

VA understands there is a possibility 
that legislative amendments to statute in 
the future may provide simultaneous 
grants to both DIC and Survivors 
Pension benefits. However, VA is bound 
by current statutes when providing 
regulatory guidance. Any amendments 
to these statutes would require action by 
Congress. Following any legislative 
change, VA would amend its regulations 
to align with the statute; however, VA 
is unable to alter its regulations in any 
manner that would conflict with an 
existing statute. VA will not make any 
changes to the rule, as proposed, based 
on the comment received. 

DIC and Survivors Pension are both 
periodic monetary benefits. 38 U.S.C. 
101(14) and (15). Thus, receipt of those 
benefits involves payment. By statute, 
‘‘payment of monetary benefits [is] 
based on an award.’’ 38 U.S.C. 5111(a). 
Under existing regulations, ‘‘not more 
than one award of pension . . . or [DIC] 
may be made concurrently to a 
dependent’’ even in the event the 
veteran in question had multiple 
periods of service. 38 CFR 3.700; see 
also 38 U.S.C. 5304. Therefore, if, as in 
the commenter’s hypothetical, ‘‘a 
surviving spouse or child currently 
entitled to DIC . . . later prefer[s], or [is] 
additionally entitled to, a survivors 
pension,’’ VA would have to ‘‘award’’ 
Survivors Pension before the claimant 
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would begin receiving Survivors 
Pension. 

While VA has express statutory 
authority to promulgate regulations with 
respect to the ‘‘manner and form of . . . 
awards,’’ 38 U.S.C. 501(a)(4), VA must 
exercise that authority within the 
bounds established by the ‘‘best’’ 
reading of the pertinent statutes. See 
Loper Bright Enters. v. Raimondo, 603 
U.S. 369, 395 (2024). The best reading 
of a statute ‘‘ ‘is determined by reference 
to the language itself, the specific 
context in which that language is used, 
and the broader context of the statute as 
a whole.’ ’’ Valladares v. Ray, 130 F.4th 
74, 80 (4th Cir. 2025) (quoting Robinson 
v. Shell Oil Co., 519 U.S. 337, 340 
(1997)); see Loper Bright, 603 U.S. at 408 
(A statute’s ‘‘best meaning’’ is 
‘‘necessarily discernible’’ ‘‘deploying 
[the] full interpretive toolkit.’’). 

Black’s Law Dictionary defines 
‘‘award’’ as a ‘‘grant by formal process 
or by judicial decree.’’ AWARD, Black’s 
Law Dictionary (12th ed. 2024); see 
Glover v. Ocwen Loan Servicing, LLC, 
127 F.4th 1278, 1286 (11th Cir. 2025) 
(recognizing that, where a statutory term 
is undefined, dictionary definitions 
provide useful guidance). Under current 
statute, an ‘‘award [is] based on an 
initial claim [ ] or a supplemental 
claim.’’ 38 U.S.C. 5110(a). Moreover, 
when VA issues a decision on a claim, 
the claim is either ‘‘allowed’’ or 
‘‘disallowed’’, 38 U.S.C. 7104(b), and 
the benefits sought by the claimant are 
either ‘‘granted’’ or ‘‘denied’’, Maggitt v. 
West, 202 F.3d 1370, 1376 (Fed. Cir. 
2000); see also 38 U.S.C. 5104(b) 
(distinguishing ‘‘denial’’ and ‘‘grant’’ in 
delineating the information that must be 
included in a decision notice). To 
‘‘allow’’ means ‘‘to recognize as a right 
or privilege; to accord as a legal 
entitlement.’’ ALLOW, Black’s Law 
Dictionary (12th ed. 2024), while to 
‘‘disallow’’ means ‘‘[t]o officially reject,’’ 
DISALLOW, Black’s Law Dictionary 
(12th ed. 2024). To ‘‘grant’’ means ‘‘to 
approve, warrant, or order,’’ GRANT, 
Black’s Law Dictionary (12th ed. 2024), 
while to ‘‘deny’’ means ‘‘to refuse to 
allow,’’ DENY, Black’s Law Dictionary 
(12th ed. 2024). 

With respect to DIC and Survivors 
Pension specifically, 38 U.S.C. 1317(a) 
states ‘‘[e]xcept as provided in 
subsection (b), no person eligible for 
[DIC] by reason of any death occurring 
after December 31, 1956, shall be 
eligible by reason of such death for any 
payments under [ ] provisions of law 
administered by the Secretary providing 
for the payment of . . . death pension.’’ 
Subsection (b) states ‘‘[a] surviving 
spouse who is eligible for [DIC] may 
elect to receive death pension instead of 

such compensation.’’ Black’s Law 
Dictionary defines ‘‘[e]ligible’’ to mean 
‘‘fit or proper to be selected or to receive 
a benefit; legally qualified for an office, 
privilege or status,’’ ELIGIBLE, Black’s 
Law Dictionary (12th ed. 2024), and 
defines ‘‘elect’’ to mean to ‘‘choos[e] 
from several different rights or remedies 
in a way that precludes the use of other 
rights or remedies,’’ ELECTION, Black’s 
Law Dictionary (12th ed. 2024). This 
language makes clear that, under 
existing law, no person is legally 
entitled to both benefits for concurrent 
periods. Therefore, VA is without 
authority to award or otherwise approve 
both benefits in the first instance. 
Rather, the allowance of one requires 
the disallowance of the other. 

Pursuant to statute, a claim is deemed 
disallowed once ‘‘sufficient notice has 
been provided so that a [claimant] 
would know, or reasonably can be 
expected to understand that [the 
claimant] will not be awarded [the] 
benefits . . . asserted in [the] pending 
claim.’’ Jones v. Shinseki, 619 F.3d 
1368, 1373 (Fed. Cir. 2010) (addressing 
decisions of the Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals); see also Deshotel v. 
Nicholson, 457 F.3d 1258, 1261 (Fed. 
Cir. 2006) (reaching the same 
conclusion with respect to decision of 
an agency of original jurisdiction). Thus, 
the commenter’s characterization of the 
principle that an award of DIC will 
result in a denial of Survivors Pension 
as a ‘‘new rule[ ] of adjudication’’ is not 
accurate. Rather, the principle reflects 
the natural effect on a Survivors Pension 
claim of notice informing a claimant 
that VA has awarded DIC and that DIC 
and Survivors Pension cannot be paid 
concurrently. In this rulemaking, VA is 
simply stating this principle explicitly. 

Burden on Surviving Spouses and 
Children To File Multiple Claims 

The commenter also states that ‘‘[i]t is 
very possible that a surviving spouse or 
child currently entitled to DIC may later 
prefer, or be additionally entitled to, a 
survivors pension. As we have laid out, 
the Proposed Rule currently 
contemplates that should their needs or 
eligibility change, a surviving spouse or 
child would need to reapply for the 
benefits that they were automatically 
denied under the new rules of 
adjudication. We again applaud the 
intent of expediting the processing of 
claims for DIC and survivors pension, 
and understand the intent behind a 
system that would automatically deny 
benefits that such claimant would not 
be entitled to receive today, regardless 
of the determination, but want to ensure 
that the burden of such subsequent 
reapplication process (should benefit 

entitlements change) is properly 
understood and considered by the VA 
before enacting the Proposed Rule.’’ The 
commenter suggests that ‘‘modification 
of the proposed rule’’ to ‘‘allow[ ] for the 
eventual full adjudication of both DIC 
and survivors pension claims for all 
who apply. The result will be that there 
is no longer a requirement to submit a 
subsequent claim, and no delay in 
receiving benefits should entitlements 
later change.’’ VA appreciates the 
commenter’s concern. However, VA 
does not agree with the commenter’s 
premises that, under the proposed rule, 
claims may remain unadjudicated 
indefinitely or that the proposed rule 
creates a new obligation to reapply for 
benefits if entitlements change. 

In a VA decision, benefits are either 
‘‘awarded’’ or they are ‘‘denied’’. See 
Jones, 619 F.3d at 1373; Deshotel, 457 
F.3d at 1261. When making decisions on 
claims for benefits, ‘‘[t]he Secretary 
shall decide all questions of law and 
fact necessary to a decision.’’ 38 U.S.C. 
511(a). Yet, a ‘‘decision regarding a 
claim for benefits might not resolve, or 
even address,’’ all questions that must 
be resolved in order for benefits to be 
awarded. Grantham v. Brown, 114 F.3d 
1156, 1158 (Fed. Cir. 1997). This is so 
because, if a particular question is 
resolved in a manner that bars 
entitlement, it is not ‘‘necessary,’’ to 
address other questions before 
concluding that the claim must be 
denied. 38 U.S.C. 511(a). 

Based on this principle, with respect 
to Survivors Pension, VA has 
promulgated other regulatory provisions 
that ‘‘prevent[ ] VA from developing a 
case when the evidence clearly shows 
that a claimant is not entitled to the 
benefit.’’ Net Worth, Asset Transfers, 
and Income Exclusions for Needs-Based 
Benefits, 80 FR 3840, 3844 (January 23, 
2015). Basic entitlement to Survivors 
Pension exists if the veteran had 
qualifying wartime service and the 
surviving spouse or child has an annual 
income not in excess of the applicable 
maximum annual pension rate and a net 
worth within the applicable limit. 38 
CFR 3.3(b)(4). Under existing 
regulations, VA will ‘‘deny’’ pension if 
any one of these criteria is not satisfied. 
See 38 CFR 3.274(b) (‘‘VA will deny 
. . . pension . . . if a claimant or 
beneficiary’s net worth exceeds the net 
worth limit.’’); 38 CFR 3.274(e) note (‘‘If 
the evidence shows that net worth 
exceeds the net worth limit, VA may 
decide the pension claim before 
determining if the claimant meets other 
entitlement factors.’’); 38 CFR 
3.274(e)(2) (recognizing that VA is not 
required to calculate net worth if the 
claimant or beneficiary does not satisfy 
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the other eligibility factors in 
§ 3.3(b)(4)). In this rulemaking, VA is 
simply explicitly stating that the same 
principle also applies to cases in which 
a Survivors Pension claimant has 
already been found entitled to DIC: once 
the claim for DIC is allowed, no further 
findings are necessary to determine that 
the survivors claim must be disallowed. 

Once a claim is disallowed, benefits 
generally will not be awarded absent 
another filing by the claimant, generally 
either an action in continuous pursuit of 
the prior claim in accordance with 38 
U.S.C. 5110(a)(2), or a subsequent claim 
based on either new evidence, 38 U.S.C. 
5108, or a change in law, see Frederick 
v. Shinseki, 684 F.3d 1263, 1272 (Fed. 
Cir. 2012) (Applicable statute 
contemplates that VA may identify and 
grant previously filed claims that benefit 
from a new law upon its own initiative, 
but it does not relieve claimants from 
having to file a claim for benefits under 
a new law when the VA does not do 
so.). More specifically, in the event a 
surviving spouse eligible for DIC had 
been previously denied pension but 
needed to reapply based on being in a 
nursing home at Medicaid expense, this 
fact alone would be new and relevant 
evidence and a sufficient predicate for 
a supplemental claim under 38 U.S.C. 
5108. Thus, while the commenter is 
correct that, if a change in entitlement 
occurs, the claimant would have to 
reapply, the obligation already exists 
under current law and flows from the 
fact that the prior claim was disallowed 
as a matter of law. To the extent the 
commenter asks VA to reconsider these 
settled aspects of law, that request is 
outside the scope of this rulemaking. 
See Kennecott Utah Copper Corp. v. 
U.S. Dep’t of Interior, 88 F.3d 1191, 
1213 (D.C. Cir. 1996) (recognizing that 
an agency does not ‘‘reopen an issue by 
responding to a comment that addresses 
a settled aspect of some matter’’). 

The commenter also expressed 
concern that ‘‘often the veteran, 
surviving spouse or child is in the best 
position to apply for all benefits in the 
first instance, ideally as soon as possible 
after they conclude their service. 
Required evidence and documentation 
becomes much more difficult to procure 
or maintain as time goes on.’’ VA 
appreciates this concern. However, the 
premise that this rulemaking creates 
additional evidentiary obligations 
appears to be based on a 
misunderstanding of current law. All 
relevant evidence that is submitted to 
VA prior to the issuance of a decision 
is part of the record for that decision. 
See Veterans Just. Grp., LLC v. Sec’y of 
Veterans Affs., 818 F.3d 1336, 1356 
(Fed. Cir. 2016). Therefore, any 

evidence submitted by the claimant in 
connection with an earlier claim for DIC 
and Survivors Pension would be 
considered in the adjudication of the 
later claim for those benefits. Therefore, 
the fact that the initial claim was denied 
does not create an obligation to submit 
duplicative evidence. 

In addition, VA notes that eligibility 
factors pertaining to relationship, 
income and net-worth for Survivors 
Pension are subject to change over time. 
By statute, ‘‘as a condition of granting or 
continuing pension’’ VA ‘‘shall require 
that any such applicant or recipient 
promptly notify the Secretary whenever 
there is a material change’’ in income, 
net worth, or dependency status. 38 
U.S.C. 1506. Under the commenter’s 
proposal, these obligations would exist 
from the date of the grant of DIC, 
regardless of whether the individual 
ever actually becomes entitled to 
Survivors Pension. Under VA’s 
proposal, however, VA would only 
require a surviving spouse or child to 
submit annual income and estate 
information for subsequent periods if 
the individual files a new claim. VA 
respects and appreciates the 
recommendations proposed by this 
commenter; however, VA will not make 
any changes to the rule, as proposed, 
based on the comment received. 

Based on the foregoing, VA adopts the 
proposed rule as final, without changes. 

Executive Orders 12866, 13563, and 
14192 

VA examined the impact of this 
rulemaking as required by Executive 
Orders 12866 (Sept. 30, 1993) and 13563 
(Jan. 18, 2011), which direct agencies to 
assess all costs and benefits of available 
regulatory alternatives and, if regulation 
is necessary, to select regulatory 
approaches that maximize net benefits. 
The Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs has determined that 
this rulemaking is not a significant 
regulatory action under Executive Order 
12866, as supplemented by Executive 
Order 13563. This final rule is a 
deregulatory action under Executive 
Order 14192. 

Economic Impact: VA has determined 
that there are no transfers or costs 
associated with this rulemaking. 
Moreover, it will help VA deliver 
decisions on claimed benefits and 
services timelier to beneficiaries in need 
and reduce the burden on claimants to 
submit additional information that was 
omitted from their original submission 
for a benefit they may not even be 
claiming. VA has also determined this 
rule is deregulatory as it streamlines the 
adjudication of survivors benefits by 
reducing duplicative claims processing 

and eliminating unnecessary 
determinations for a lesser VA benefit 
when entitlement to a greater benefit is 
established. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act 

The Secretary hereby certifies that 
this final rule will not have a significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities as they are 
defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act 
(5 U.S.C. 601–612). There are no small 
entities involved with the process and/ 
or benefits associated with this 
rulemaking. Therefore, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 605(b), the initial and final 
regulatory flexibility analysis 
requirements of 5 U.S.C. 603 and 604 do 
not apply. 

Unfunded Mandates 

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
of 1995 requires, at 2 U.S.C. 1532, that 
agencies prepare an assessment of 
anticipated costs and benefits before 
issuing any rule that may result in the 
expenditure by State, local, and tribal 
governments, in the aggregate, or by the 
private sector, of $100 million or more 
(adjusted annually for inflation) in any 
one year. This final rule will have no 
such effect on State, local, and tribal 
governments, or on the private sector. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

Although this final rule contains a 
collection of information under the 
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501–3521), there 
are no provisions associated with this 
rulemaking constituting any new 
collection of information or any 
revisions to the current collection of 
information. The collection of 
information for 38 CFR 3.152 is 
currently approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) and has 
a valid OMB control number of 2900– 
0004. 

Congressional Review Act 

Pursuant to Subtitle E of the Small 
Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act of 1996 (known as the 
Congressional Review Act) (5 U.S.C. 801 
et seq.), the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs designated this rule 
as not satisfying the criteria under 5 
U.S.C. 804(2). 

List of Subjects 

38 CFR Part 3 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Claims, Disability benefits, 
Health care, Pensions, Veterans, 
Vietnam. 
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38 CFR Part 8 

Life insurance, Military personnel, 
Veterans. 

38 CFR Part 20 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Claims, Veterans. 

Signing Authority 

Douglas A. Collins, Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, approved this 
document on September 30, 2025 and 
authorized the undersigned to sign and 
submit the document to the Office of the 
Federal Register for publication 
electronically as an official document of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Gabriela DeCuir, 
Alternate Federal Register Liaison Officer, 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

For the reasons set forth in the 
preamble, VA amends 38 CFR chapter 1 
as set forth below: 

PART 3—ADJUDICATION 

Subpart A—Pension, Compensation, 
and Dependency and Indemnity 
Compensation 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 3, 
subpart A, continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), unless 
otherwise noted. 

■ 2. Amend § 3.5 by revising paragraph 
(c) to read as follows: 

§ 3.5 Dependency and indemnity 
compensation. 

* * * * * 
(c) Exclusiveness of remedy. (1) 

Except as provided in paragraph (c)(2) 
of this section, no person eligible for 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation by reason of a death 
occurring on or after January 1, 1957, 
shall be eligible by reason of such death 
for survivors pension or death 
compensation under any other law 
administered by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

(2) A surviving spouse who, but for 
the surviving spouse’s eligibility for 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation, would be eligible to 
receive survivors pension at the rate 
provided for in 38 U.S.C. 5503(d) will 
receive survivors pension instead of 
such compensation. 
(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1317) 

* * * * * 
■ 3. Amend § 3.152 by: 
■ a. Redesignating paragraph (b)(1) as 
paragraph (b)(1)(i); and 
■ b. Adding paragraph (b)(1)(ii). 

The addition reads as follows: 

§ 3.152 Claims for death benefits. 

* * * * * 
(b)(1)(i) * * * 
(ii)(A) Except as provided in 

paragraph (b)(1)(ii)(B) of this section, an 
award of dependency and indemnity 
compensation to a surviving spouse or 
child will result in the denial of 
survivors pension. 

(B) With respect to a claim by a 
surviving spouse, if the evidence 
establishes that, but for the surviving 
spouse’s eligibility for dependency and 
indemnity compensation, the surviving 
spouse would be eligible to receive 
survivors pension at the rate provided 
for in 38 U.S.C. 5503(d), survivors 
pension will be paid instead of such 
compensation. 
(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1317) 

* * * * * 
■ 4. Amend § 3.402 by adding paragraph 
(d) to read as follows: 

§ 3.402 Surviving spouse. 

* * * * * 
(d) Medicaid-covered nursing home 

care. (1) If a surviving spouse described 
in § 3.152(b)(1)(ii)(B) stops receiving 
Medicaid-covered nursing home care, 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation, if otherwise in order, 
will be effective as of the date Medicaid 
coverage ceased, if a claim for 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation is received within one 
year of the date Medicaid coverage 
ceased; otherwise, it will be effective as 
of the date of receipt of claim or date 
entitlement arose, whichever is later. 

(2) If a surviving spouse who is 
receiving dependency and indemnity 
compensation and who, but for 
eligibility for dependency and 
indemnity compensation, would be 
eligible for survivors pension, begins 
receiving Medicaid-covered nursing 
home care, survivors pension will be 
effective as of the first day of the month 
after dependency and indemnity 
compensation was discontinued, if a 
claim for survivors pension is received 
within one year of the date dependency 
and indemnity compensation was 
discontinued; otherwise, it will be 
effective as of the date of receipt of 
claim or date entitlement arose, 
whichever is later. 
■ 5. Amend § 3.502 by revising the 
heading of paragraph (f) to read as 
follows: 

§ 3.502 Surviving spouses. 

* * * * * 
(f) Medicaid-covered nursing home 

care. * * * 
* * * * * 

§ 3.658 [Amended] 

■ 6. Amend § 3.658 by, in paragraph (b), 
removing the words ‘‘or compensation’’ 
and adding, in their place, the words 
‘‘or death compensation’’. 

■ 7. Amend § 3.702 by revising 
paragraph (d) to read as follows: 

§ 3.702 Dependency and indemnity 
compensation. 

* * * * * 
(d) Finality of election. (1) Except as 

noted in paragraphs (d)(2) and (g) of this 
section, an election to receive 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation in lieu of death 
compensation is final, and the claimant 
may not thereafter reelect death 
compensation in that case. An election 
is final when the payee (or the payee’s 
fiduciary) has negotiated one check for 
this benefit or when the payee dies after 
filing an election but prior to 
negotiation of a check. 

(2) A surviving spouse’s receipt of 
survivors pension at the rate provided 
for in 38 U.S.C. 5503(d) in lieu of 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation will not be a bar to the 
surviving spouse’s receipt of such 
compensation in the event the surviving 
spouse becomes ineligible for survivors 
pension at the rate provided for in 38 
U.S.C. 5503(d). 
* * * * * 

■ 8. Amend part 3, by removing the 
words ‘‘death pension’’, wherever it 
appears, and adding, in its place, the 
words ‘‘survivors pension’’. 

PART 8—NATIONAL SERVICE LIFE 
INSURANCE 

■ 9. The authority citation for part 8 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1901–1929, 
1981–1988, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 8.4 [Amended] 

■ 10. Amend § 8.4, in the introductory 
text and paragraph (b), by removing the 
words ‘‘death pension’’ and adding, in 
their place, the words ‘‘survivors 
pension’’. 

PART 20—BOARD OF VETERANS’ 
APPEALS: RULES OF PRACTICE 

■ 11. The authority citation for part 20 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a) and as noted in 
specific sections. 

§ 20.104 [Amended] 

■ 12. Amend § 20.104, in paragraph 
(a)(4) by removing the words ‘‘death 
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pension’’ and adding, in their place, the 
words ‘‘survivors pension’’. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01188 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8320–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 660 

[Docket No. 260116–0030] 

RIN 0648–BO30 

Fisheries Off West Coast States; 
Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery; 
Emergency Action to Temporarily 
Increase 2026 Harvest Specifications 
and Sector Allocations for Shortspine 
Thornyhead, Canary Rockfish, and 
Petrale Sole 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; emergency 
action; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: This emergency rule 
temporarily increases 2026 harvest 
specifications and sector allocations for 
shortspine thornyhead, canary rockfish, 
and petrale sole in the Pacific Coast 
groundfish fishery. This increase in 
harvest specifications is based on new, 
recently discovered information from 
the latest catch-only projections, which 
show a higher biomass of these species 
available for harvest than determined by 
stock assessments used to set the 2025– 
26 harvest specifications and 
management measures. This action is 
necessary to alleviate significant direct 
economic loss caused by restrictive 
annual catch limits for these species. 
DATES: Effective January 21, 2026 until 
July 20, 2026. Comments must be 
submitted by February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: A plain language summary 
of this emergency rule is available at 
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/ 
NOAA-NMFS-2025-0900. You may 
submit comments on this document, 
identified by NOAA–NMFS–2025–0900, 
by the following method: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Visit 
https://www.regulations.gov and type 
NOAA–NMFS–2025–0900 in the Search 
box. Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, 
complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 

individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). 

Electronic Access 

Electronic copies of the emergency 
rule may be obtained from https://
www.regulations.gov and the NMFS 
West Coast Region website at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/west- 
coast. A Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment that addresses National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
requirements may be obtained from the 
West Coast Groundfish Actions NEPA 
website at https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/west-coast/laws-policies/ 
groundfish-actions-nepa-documents. 
Additional background information is 
available at the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) 
website at http://www.pcouncil.org/ 
groundfish/fishery-management-plan/ 
groundfish-amendments-in- 
development/. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lynn Massey, phone: 562–900–2060, or 
email: lynn.massey@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Pacific Coast groundfish fishery in the 
U.S. exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
seaward of Washington, Oregon, and 
California is managed under the Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery Management 
Plan (FMP). The Council developed the 
Groundfish FMP pursuant to the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C. 1801 
et seq.). The Secretary of Commerce 
approved the Groundfish FMP and 
implemented the provisions of the plan 
through Federal regulations at 50 CFR 
part 660, subparts C through G. The 
Groundfish FMP manages species of 
roundfish, flatfish, rockfish, sharks, and 
skates. 

Chapter 5 of the Groundfish FMP 
requires the Council to assess the 
biological, social, and economic 
conditions of the Pacific Coast 
groundfish fishery and use this 
information to develop recommended 
harvest specifications and management 
measures at least biennially. In 
alignment with the Council’s June 2024 

recommendations, NMFS set harvest 
specifications for the 2025–26 fishing 
years (89 FR 101514; December 16, 
2024; effective January 1, 2025). These 
harvest specifications were informed 
either by: (1) stock assessments 
conducted in the summer of 2023, 
which projected the biomass of each 
assessed stock starting January 1, 2025, 
based on catch assumptions provided by 
the Council’s Groundfish Management 
Team (GMT) for 2023 and 2024; or (2) 
projections of harvest specifications 
based on the most recent stock 
assessment or recommendations by the 
Council’s Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC). 

Informed by their 2023 assessments, 
the 2025 coastwide annual catch limits 
(ACL) for shortspine thornyhead, canary 
rockfish, and petrale sole, decreased 60 
percent, 56 percent, and 28 percent, 
respectively, from the 2024 ACLs. 
During the development of the 
recommended 2025–26 harvest 
specifications and management 
measures, the Council and its advisory 
bodies had discussions over and took 
public comment regarding anticipated 
fishery constraints from these reduced 
ACLs (see Groundfish Advisory 
Subpanel (GAP) and GMT reports from 
the June 2023 through June 2024 
meetings at https://www.pcouncil.org/). 
However, the type and extent of 
constraints experienced by the fishery 
in response to these restrictive 2025 
ACLs was beyond those anticipated 
during the biennial harvest 
specifications process. During the 
March 2025 Council meeting, industry 
representatives from the trawl sector 
provided in-person public testimony on 
the constraints that were experienced in 
early 2025. Additional testimony on the 
significant constraints experienced by 
the fishery in response to the 2025 catch 
limits was presented at the April, June, 
and September 2025 Council meetings. 
Industry representatives testified that 
the 2025 ACLs for the three constraining 
species are so reduced that affected 
vessels and fishery participants are 
either ceasing to fish or minimally 
fishing to avoid exceeding their quotas 
for shortspine thornyhead, canary 
rockfish, and petrale sole. Additionally, 
2025 quota pound prices for all three 
constraining species have increased so 
significantly from 2024 prices that 
minimal trading to purchase additional 
quota is occurring. These challenges are 
resulting in significant direct economic 
loss for fishery participants and an 
overall underattainment of these 
constraining species and their co- 
occurring species, both target and non- 
target. Detailed information on species- 
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specific constraints are documented in 
GAP Reports submitted at the June 2025 
and September 2025 meetings (see 
Agenda Item E.3.a Supplemental GAP 
Report 1 June 2025 and Agenda Item 
G.8.a Supplemental GAP Report 1 
September 2025 at https://
www.pcouncil.org/). 

In June 2024, when making its final 
recommendations on stocks to be 
assessed in 2025 (and preliminary 
recommendations for 2027), the Council 
recommended catch-only projections for 
shortspine thornyhead, canary rockfish, 
and petrale sole (see June 2024 Decision 
Summary Document at https://
www.pcouncil.org/) to provide updated 
data and information to inform harvest 
specifications for 2027 and beyond, 
based on actual catches in 2023 and 
2024. NMFS adopted those 
recommendations. However, in 
response to the continued public 
comment from industry on the adverse 
impacts resulting from the constraints 
on the fishery created by the low ACLs 
for shortspine thornyhead, canary 
rockfish, and petrale sole, a sentiment 
reinforced by the GAP, in June 2025, the 
Council requested that NMFS’ 
Northwest Fisheries Science Center 
conduct new catch-only projections for 
2026 and beyond for these species, with 
the goal of generating new 2026 harvest 
specifications, if supported by the new 
science. Additionally, the Council 
recommended that Council and NMFS 
staff develop alternative harvest control 
rules (HCRs) for consideration. The new 
projections and alternative HCRs were 
discussed at the September and 
November 2025 Council meetings, and 
serve as the basis for this emergency 
rule. 

The 2023 stock assessments used to 
set the 2025–26 harvest specifications 
included actual catch information 
through 2022 and projected catch for 
2023 and 2024, whereas the new catch- 
only projections include actual catch 
information through 2024 and estimated 
projections for 2025 and 2026. Actual 
catch for most Pacific Coast groundfish 
species is typically less than their 
corresponding ACLs, meaning that more 
fish remain in the ocean for spawning 
and reproduction than projected in an 
assessment that assumes full harvest of 
the ACLs for the years immediately 
preceding a biennial cycle. Accordingly, 
the new 2025 catch-only projections for 
shortspine thornyhead (see Agenda Item 
G.8 Supplemental Attachment 2 
September 2025 at https://
www.pcouncil.org/), canary rockfish 
(Agenda Item G.8 Supplemental 
Attachment 4 September 2025 at https:// 
www.pcouncil.org/), and petrale sole 
(see Agenda Item G.8 Supplemental 

Attachment 3 September 2025 at https:// 
www.pcouncil.org/) indicate that there 
is a higher biomass of all three species 
available for harvest than was projected 
in the 2023 stock assessments used to 
set 2025–26 harvest specifications. 

At the September 2025 Council 
meeting, the Council adopted the 2025 
catch-only projections for the three 
species as the best scientific information 
available (BSIA) required by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 
1851(2)) as the basis for new 2026 
harvest limits (see September 2025 
Decision Summary at https://
www.pcouncil.org) and recommended 
increasing the 2026 harvest 
specifications and sector allocations for 
all three species in accordance with the 
results of the updated catch-only 
projections. The Council’s 
recommendation also included 
alternative HCRs for canary rockfish and 
shortspine thornyhead, which reduce 
the buffer that accounts for scientific 
uncertainty in stock assessments 
between the overfishing limit (OFL) and 
the acceptable biological catch (ABC); 
the details of the revised HCRs are 
described below under the Emergency 
Measures section. The Council 
recommended the new HCRs and ACLs 
to NMFS, which accepted them and is 
acting upon them via this emergency 
rule. Altering the HCRs enables NMFS 
to set a higher ACL for each species 
without presenting conservation 
concerns, as the higher ACLs are 
informed by new BSIA, which indicates 
that there is a higher biomass of all three 
species available for harvest than was 
projected in the 2023 stock assessments. 
Additionally, the new ABCs and ACLs 
that would result from the alternative 
HCRs are still set below the OFL in the 
catch-only projections. 

Additional information on the 
economic concerns that inform and 
justify this emergency action are 
summarized in the next section. 

Justification for Emergency Action 

Criteria 

Section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act authorizes the Secretary of 
Commerce to implement emergency 
regulations to address fishery 
emergencies. NMFS has issued policy 
guidelines that define criteria for 
determining whether an emergency 
exists under section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act (62 FR 44421; 
August 21, 1997). Under NMFS’ Policy 
Guidelines for the Use of Emergency 
Rules, the phrase ‘‘an emergency exists 
involving any fishery’’ is defined as a 
situation that meets the following three 
criteria: 

1. Results from recent, unforeseen 
events or recently discovered 
circumstances; 

2. Presents serious conservation or 
management problems in the fishery; 
and 

3. Can be addressed through 
emergency regulations for which the 
immediate benefits outweigh the value 
of advance notice, public comment, and 
deliberative consideration of the 
impacts on participants to the same 
extent as would be expected under the 
normal rule making process. 

NMFS’ guidelines further provide that 
emergency action might be justified to 
prevent significant direct economic loss 
or to preserve a significant economic 
opportunity that otherwise might be 
foregone. Id. 

In addition, the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act section 305(c)(3) allows for an 
extension of an emergency rule for an 
additional 186 days if the public has 
had the opportunity to comment and, in 
the case of a Council recommendation 
for emergency regulations or interim 
measures, the Council is actively 
preparing a fishery management plan, 
plan amendment, or proposed 
regulations to address the emergency or 
overfishing on a permanent basis. 

Information on the fishery constraints 
experienced in 2025 and the new BSIA 
that supports taking emergency action 
under the criteria described above is 
summarized below for each species. 

Shortspine Thornyhead 
Shortspine thornyhead is commonly 

caught in both the trawl and commercial 
non-trawl sectors. The coastwide ACL 
for shortspine thornyhead decreased 
from 2,030 metric tons (mt) in 2024 to 
815 mt in 2025 (i.e., a 60 percent 
reduction). This decrease led to 
substantive reductions in annual vessel 
limits (AVLs) and quota availability for 
individual fishing quota (IFQ) vessels in 
the trawl sector and reduced trip limits 
for the commercial non-trawl sector 
during the 2025–26 biennium. The ACL 
reduction for shortspine thornyhead, 
combined with the increased ACL for 
sablefish—a species commonly caught 
alongside thornyheads—led to the new 
management measure in 2025–26 to 
eliminate the management line at 34°27′ 
North latitude (89 FR 101514; December 
16, 2024). This action was intended to 
combine two area-based ACLs and 
establish a single coastwide ACL for 
shortspine thornyhead, with the goal of 
increasing flexibility and providing 
relief to sectors and areas where 
projected mortality of shortspine 
thornyhead was expected to exceed 
harvest limits. However, IFQ midwater 
trawl vessels reported in late 2024 that 
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after final action on the 2025–26 harvest 
specifications and management 
measures, more shortspine thornyhead 
had been encountered while fishing for 
Pacific whiting along the Pacific 
Northwest coast than in any year over 
the previous decade. This pattern of 
encountering shortspine thornyhead in 
the Pacific whiting fishery continued 
into early 2025, not only causing 
midwater trawlers to avoid Pacific 
whiting early in the fishing season, but 
also preventing bottom trawlers from 
fishing for other co-occurring species, 
(i.e., dover sole, thornyheads, and 
sablefish (the DTS complex)). In 
addition, 2025 quota pound prices for 
shortspine thornyhead have increased 
from 2024 prices by approximately 233 
percent on a commonly used trading 
platform, which has restricted IFQ 
vessels’ ability to purchase additional 
quota for targeting shortspine 
thornyhead or to cover a bycatch event. 
This restriction has been especially 
severe for vessels with smaller profit 
margins as compared to vessels that are 
part of large corporations or owned by 
a processor (see Agenda Item E.3.a 
Supplemental GAP Report 1 June 2025 
at http://www.pcouncil.org). These 
challenges have resulted in vessels 
making minimal deliveries or 
voluntarily ceasing to fish, which, if 
continued, will result in severe 
economic loss to fishery participants 
and fishing communities and overall 
low attainment of shortspine 
thornyhead and co-occurring species in 
2026. 

The 2025 catch-only update stock 
assessment for shortspine thornyhead, 
combined with the alternative HCR 
(which phases in changes to the ABC) 
to reduce the scientific uncertainty 
buffer between the OFL and ABC, will 
increase the 2026 ACL from 825 mt to 
897 mt (i.e., a 9 percent increase). This 
ACL increase will allow trawl and 
commercial non-trawl vessels more 
flexibility to resume normal fishing 
operations, with less risk of exceeding a 
shortspine thornyhead quota, while still 
protecting the stock from overfishing. 
See table 1 below for a full list of 
revised harvest specifications and 
alternative HCRs. 

Canary Rockfish 
Canary rockfish is a species 

commonly caught in all groundfish 
sectors, both commercial and 
recreational. The coastwide ACL for 
canary rockfish decreased from 1,296 mt 
in 2024, to 571 mt in 2025 (i.e., a 56 
percent reduction). This decrease led to 
reduced bag and sub-bag limits in the 
recreational fisheries, lower trip limits 
in the commercial non-trawl fisheries, 

and reduced quota availability and 
AVLs for IFQ vessels in the trawl 
fisheries for the 2025–26 biennium. 
Canary rockfish are occasionally caught 
as ‘‘lightning strikes’’ (i.e., large catch 
events) in the trawl fishery, making it 
difficult for IFQ vessels to plan how and 
when to use their quota during the 
fishing year, especially under low 
allocations. Typically, when a lightning 
strike occurs, IFQ vessels trade or buy 
quota from a different vessel to cover a 
deficit or increase the amount of quota 
they own to cover a future potential 
lightning strike. However, 2025 canary 
rockfish allocations are so low that 
minimal canary rockfish quota trading is 
occurring. Quota owners are keeping 
their quota in order to protect their 
ability to fish throughout the year in the 
event of an unexpected lightning strike. 
Additionally, quota prices for canary 
rockfish have increased by 
approximately 99 percent from 2024 
prices on a commonly used trading 
platform (see Agenda Item E.3.a 
Supplemental GAP Report 1 at http://
www.pcouncil.org), which has restricted 
IFQ vessels’ ability to purchase 
additional quota to cover a bycatch 
event, especially vessels with smaller 
profit margins, as compared to vessels 
that are part of large corporations or 
owned by a processor. Vessels may 
alternatively choose to shift their fishing 
strategy to avoid canary rockfish; 
however, concurrent low allocation of 
shortspine thornyhead has impeded 
trawl vessels from switching to the DTS 
complex, which is one of the most 
common alternative targets for bottom 
trawl vessels. The low canary rockfish 
ACL is also affecting midwater Pacific 
whiting vessels that fish closer to the 
bottom, where Pacific whiting have 
commonly schooled in recent years. 
Although the at-sea Pacific whiting 
sectors had only recently begun fishing 
operations in June 2025, due to the low 
canary rockfish allocations, 
participating vessels bypassed the only 
Pacific whiting school encountered off 
southern Washington because of the 
potential to also encounter schools of 
canary rockfish in the area. These 
challenges have resulted in vessels 
making minimal deliveries or 
voluntarily ceasing to fish, which, if 
continued, will result in severe 
economic loss to fishery participants 
and fishing communities and overall 
low attainment of canary rockfish and 
co-occurring species in 2026. 

The 2025 catch-only update stock 
assessment for canary rockfish, 
combined with the alternative HCR to 
reduce the management uncertainty 
buffer between the ABC and ACL, will 

increase the 2026 ACL from 573 mt to 
626 mt (i.e., a 9.5 percent increase). This 
ACL increase will allow recreational 
and commercial groundfish vessels 
more flexibility to resume normal 
fishing operations, with less risk of 
exceeding a quota at the expense of a 
lightning strike, while still protecting 
the stock from overfishing. 

Petrale Sole 
Petrale sole is a species commonly 

targeted in the IFQ sector with bottom 
trawl gear. The petrale sole coastwide 
ACL decreased from 3,285 mt in 2024, 
to 2,354 mt in 2025 (i.e., a 28 percent 
decrease). This reduction led to reduced 
quota availability for IFQ vessels during 
the 2025–26 biennium. Typically, 
bottom trawl vessels could switch to 
other target species (e.g., rex sole, 
sanddabs, English sole) to avoid petrale 
sole, but bottom trawl representatives 
have reported that opportunities to 
diversify in 2025 are severely limited 
due to market constraints. Delivery 
opportunities have become much more 
prescriptive, mandating that only 
specific amounts of specific species be 
brought in, with price penalties for 
going over the trip limits set by the 
processor (see Agenda Item E.3.a 
Supplemental GAP Report 1 at http://
www.pcouncil.org). Additionally, quota 
prices for petrale sole have increased by 
approximately 66 percent from 2024 
prices on a commonly used trading 
platform (see Agenda Item E.3.a 
Supplemental GAP Report 1 at http://
www.pcouncil.org). This price increase 
restricts vessels’ ability to buy more 
quota for additional catch, especially 
vessels with smaller profit margins, as 
compared to vessels that are part of 
large corporations or owned by a 
processor. These challenges, in 
combination with the inability to target 
the DTS complex because of shortspine 
thornyhead constraints, have resulted in 
bottom trawl vessels making minimal 
deliveries or voluntarily ceasing to fish, 
which, if continued, will result in 
severe economic loss to fishery 
participants and fishing communities. 

The 2025 catch-only update stock 
assessment for petrale sole supports 
increasing the 2026 ACL from 2,238 mt 
to 2,489 mt (i.e., an 11 percent increase). 
This increase will allow bottom trawlers 
more flexibility to target petrale sole, 
while still protecting the stock from 
overfishing. 

Emergency Measures 
In alignment with the Council’s 

September 2025 recommendation, this 
emergency rule temporarily increases 
the 2026 OFL, ABC, ACL, harvest 
guidelines (HG), tribal set-asides, and 
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1 The 40–10 HCR is applied when a stock’s 
biomass falls below the management target of 40 
percent unfished biomass; the further the stock’s 

biomass is below the 40 percent threshold, the 
greater the reduction in ACL relative to the ABC. 
When a stock’s biomass raises above the 

management target of 40 percent, the 40–10 rule 
automatically no longer applies. 

sector allocations for shortspine 
thornyhead, canary rockfish, and petrale 
sole, effective January 21, 2026. These 
increased harvest specifications include 
the implementation of alternative HCRs 
for canary rockfish and shortspine 
thornyhead. For canary rockfish, this 
emergency rule eliminates the buffer 
between the 2026 ABC and ACL that is 
applied when the stock is in the 
precautionary zone (i.e., the ‘‘40–10’’ 
rule 1) and sets the ABC equal to the 
ACL. For shortspine thornyhead, this 

emergency rule implements a phase-in 
ABC control rule that reduces the buffer 
between the OFL and ABC. Per the 
National Standard 1 guidelines (see 50 
CFR 600.310(f)(2)(ii)(A)), Councils can 
develop and recommend to NMFS ABC 
control rules that allow for changes in 
catch limits to be phased in over time 
to help stabilize catch levels as stock 
assessments are updated. 

Finally, this emergency action would 
increase the off-the-top deductions from 
ACLs for Tribal harvest; increase the set- 

aside for bycatch in the at-sea Pacific 
whiting sectors, which is deducted from 
the trawl allocation; and increase the 
non-trawl allocation for petrale sole. 
The new harvest specifications, Tribal 
set-asides, and sector allocations are 
provided below in table 1. This 
emergency rule will not change any 
other aspect of the 2025–26 harvest 
specifications and management 
measures. 

TABLE 1—REVISED 2026 HARVEST SPECIFICATIONS, TRIBAL SET-ASIDES, AND ALLOCATIONS IN METRIC TONS 

Species OFL ABC ACL Tribal HG Trawl 
allocation At-sea 

Shorebased 
trawl 

allocation 

Non-trawl 
allocation 

Shortspine thornyhead ..................................... 970 902 897 54.4 820.6 582.6 76.3 506 238 
Canary rockfish ................................................ 673 626 626 54.7 558.4 403.7 21.9 382 154.7 
Petrale sole ...................................................... 2,676 2,489 2,489 322.5 2,138 2,104.6 76.3 2,099 33.4 

Under these emergency measures, 
temporarily increasing harvest 
specifications according to the updated 
BSIA is expected to alleviate continued 
significant direct economic harm in 
2026. Affected vessels are expected to 
have increased access to target stocks 
and their co-occurring species while 
management measures continue to 
protect constraining stocks from 
overfishing. The new, increased harvest 
specifications and alternative HCRs are 
not expected to present conservation 
concerns in the fishery, as they are 
informed by new BSIA, which indicates 
that there is a higher biomass of all three 
species available for harvest than was 
projected in the 2023 stock assessments 
used to set 2025–26 harvest 
specifications and that the SSC has 
deemed sufficient to support the new 
catch limits. 

Renewal of Emergency Regulations 

The Magnuson-Stevens Act limits 
NMFS’ emergency action authority to an 
initial period of 180 days, with a 
potential extension up to an additional 
186 days, if warranted. The public has 
an opportunity to comment on the 
initial emergency action (see 
ADDRESSES). After considering public 
comments on this emergency rule, 
NMFS may take action to extend the 
emergency measures before expiration. 

Classification 

The NMFS Assistant Administrator 
has determined that this emergency rule 
is consistent with the Groundfish FMP, 
section 305(c) and other provisions of 

the Magnuson-Stevens Act, the 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 
and other applicable law. Pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries finds prior 
notice and public comment is not 
required because it would be 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. As described throughout this 
notice, providing prior notice and 
opportunity to comment would be 
impracticable and counter to the public 
interest because it would delay 
implementation of emergency measures 
intended to provide relief for a time- 
sensitive management problem. 
Maintaining the currently scheduled 
2026 harvest specifications and sector 
allocations would present immediate 
and continuous significant economic 
impacts to fishery participants and 
fishing communities. Implementing this 
action as soon as possible will maximize 
the time available for all affected sectors 
to adjust business plans for the year and 
take advantage of the economic relief 
intended to be provided by the 
increased harvest specifications. For the 
reasons outlined above, NMFS finds it 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest to provide prior notice and 
public comment on these emergency 
measures. 

Additionally, this rule is exempt from 
the 30-day delayed effectiveness 
provision of the APA under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3) because it removes a 
restriction in the form of the pre- 
existing 2026 shortspine thornyhead, 
canary rockfish, and petrale sole 
specifications. 

This action is being taken pursuant to 
the emergency provision of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act and is exempt 
from Office of Management and Budget 
review. 

This emergency rule is exempt from 
Executive Order 14192 because it is a 
routine fishing action. 

This emergency rule is exempt from 
the procedures of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act because the rule is issued 
without opportunity for prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment. 

This emergency rule contains no 
information collection requirements 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995. 

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 660 

Fisheries, Fishing, Fishing vessels. 
Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Samuel D. Rauch, III, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Regulatory Programs, National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 

For the reasons set out in the 
preamble, NMFS amends 50 CFR part 
660 as follows: 

PART 660—FISHERIES OFF WEST 
COAST STATES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 660 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq., 16 
U.S.C. 773 et seq., and 16 U.S.C 7001 et seq. 

■ 2. At § 660.50, revise paragraphs (f)(4), 
(18), and (21) to read as follows: 
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§ 660.50 Pacific Coast treaty Indian 
fisheries. 

* * * * * 
(f) * * * 
(4) Canary rockfish. The Tribal 

harvest guideline is 54.7 mt per year. 
* * * * * 

(18) Petrale sole. The Tribal harvest 
guideline is 322.5 mt per year. 
* * * * * 

(21) Thornyheads. The Tribal harvest 
guideline for shortspine thornyhead is 
54.4 mt per year and the Tribal harvest 
guideline for longspine thornyhead is 30 
mt per year. 
* * * * * 

■ 3. In tables 2a and 2b to part 660, 
subpart C, revise the entries for ‘‘Canary 
Rockfish’’, ‘‘Petrale Sole’’, and 
‘‘Shortspine Thornyhead’’ to read as 
follows: 
* * * * * 

TABLE 2a TO PART 660, SUBPART C—2026, AND BEYOND, SPECIFICATIONS OF OFL, ABC, ACL, ACT, AND FISHERY HG 
(WEIGHTS IN METRIC TONS). CAPITALIZED STOCKS ARE REBUILDING 

Species/stock Area OFL ABC ACL a Fishery HG b 

* * * * * * * 
Canary Rockfish ............................................................ Coastwide ............. 673 626 626 558.4 

* * * * * * * 
Petrale Sole ................................................................... Coastwide ............. 2,676 2,489 2,489 2,138 

* * * * * * * 
Shortspine Thornyhead e ............................................... Coastwide ............. 970 902 897 820.6 

* * * * * * * 

a Annual catch limits (ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs) and harvest guidelines (HGs) are specified as total catch values. 
b Fishery HGs means the HG or quota after subtracting Pacific Coast treaty Indian Tribes allocations and projected catch, projected research 

catch, deductions for fishing mortality in non-groundfish fisheries, and deductions for EFPs from the ACL or ACT. These deductions, as well as 
any HG sharing agreements between states and/or sectors, are published in the SAFE. 

* * * * * * * 
e Shortspine thornyhead has a commercial ACT of 55 mt for north of 34°27′ N lat. 

* * * * * 

TABLE 2b TO PART 660, SUBPART C—2026, AND BEYOND, ALLOCATIONS BY SPECIES OR SPECIES GROUP 

Species/stock & complexes Area Fishery 
HG or ACT 

Trawl Non-Trawl 

% mt % mt 

* * * * * * * 
Canary rockfish ..................................................... Coastwide ............. 558.4 72.3 403.7 27.7 154.7 

* * * * * * * 
Petrale sole ........................................................... Coastwide ............. 2,138 .................... 2,104.6 .................... 33.4 

* * * * * * * 
Shortspine thornyhead .......................................... Coastwide ............. 820.6 71 582.6 29 238 

* * * * * * * 

* * * * * 

■ 4. In § 660.140, in table 1 to paragraph 
(d)(1)(ii)(D), revise the entries for 
‘‘Canary rockfish’’, ‘‘Petrale sole’’, and 

‘‘Shortspine thornyhead’’ to read as 
follows: 

§ 660.140 Shorebased IFQ Program. 

* * * * * 

(d) * * * 
(1) * * * 
(ii) * * * 
(D) * * * 

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (d)(1)(ii)(D)—SHOREBASED TRAWL ALLOCATIONS FOR 2025 AND 2026 

IFQ species Area 
2025 Shorebased 

trawl allocation 
(mt) 

2026 Shorebased 
trawl allocation 

(mt) 

* * * * * * * 
Canary rockfish .............................................................. Coastwide .................................................... 348 382 

* * * * * * * 
Petrale sole .................................................................... Coastwide .................................................... 2,001 2,099 
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TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (d)(1)(ii)(D)—SHOREBASED TRAWL ALLOCATIONS FOR 2025 AND 2026—Continued 

IFQ species Area 
2025 Shorebased 

trawl allocation 
(mt) 

2026 Shorebased 
trawl allocation 

(mt) 

* * * * * * * 
Shortspine thornyhead ................................................... Coastwide .................................................... 406 506 

* * * * * * * 

* * * * * 
[FR Doc. 2026–01150 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 679 

[Docket No. 250312–0037; RTID 0648– 
XF433] 

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by 
Vessels Using Pot Gear in the Central 
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; closure. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels using 
pot gear in the Central Regulatory Area 
of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This action 
is necessary to prevent exceeding the A 
season allowance of the 2026 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific cod 
allocated to vessels using pot gear in the 
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska 
local time (A.l.t.), January 20, 2026, 
through 1200 hours, A.l.t., September 1, 
2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Abby Jahn, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 

Alaska (FMP), prepared and 
recommended by the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council under 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act). 
Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679. 

The A season allowance of the 2026 
Pacific cod TAC apportioned to vessels 
using pot gear in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA is 2,473 metric tons 
(mt) as established by the final 2025 and 
2026 harvest specifications for 
groundfish in the GOA (90 FR 12468, 
March 18, 2025) and inseason 
adjustment (90 FR 60022, December 23, 
2025). 

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Regional Administrator, Alaska 
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator) 
has determined that the A season 
allowance of the 2026 Pacific cod TAC 
apportioned to vessels using pot gear in 
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA 
has or will soon be reached. Therefore, 
the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 2,468 mt and is setting 
aside the remaining 5 mt as incidental 
catch to support other anticipated 
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance will be or has been 
reached. Consequently, NMFS is 
prohibiting directed fishing for Pacific 
cod by vessels using pot gear in the 
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA to 
prevent exceeding this sector’s A season 
allowance of Pacific cod TAC. 

While this closure is effective the 
maximum retainable amounts at 

§ 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a trip. 

Classification 

NMFS issues this action pursuant to 
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR 
part 679, which was issued pursuant to 
section 304(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there 
is good cause to waive prior notice and 
an opportunity for public comment on 
this action, as notice and comment 
would be impracticable and contrary to 
the public interest, as it would prevent 
NMFS from responding to the most 
recent fisheries data on Pacific cod 
catch in a timely fashion and would 
delay the closure of directed fishing for 
Pacific cod by vessels using pot gear in 
the A season in the Central Regulatory 
Area of the GOA. NMFS was unable to 
publish a notice providing time for 
public comment because the most 
recent, relevant data on Pacific cod 
catch only became available as of 
January 16, 2026. 

There is good cause under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3) to establish an effective date 
less than 30 days after date of 
publication. This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: January 20, 2026. 
Kelly Denit, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01197 Filed 1–20–26; 4:15 pm] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 
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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. FAA–2026–0020; Project 
Identifier AD–2025–01374–A] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Honda 
Aircraft Company LLC Airplanes 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking 
(NPRM). 

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to adopt a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) for 
certain Honda Aircraft Company LLC 
(Honda) Model HA–420 airplanes. This 
proposed AD was prompted by a report 
of tool damage to multiple locations on 
the interior fuselage skin fiber and the 
omission of certain service material 
from the Airworthiness Limitations 
Section (ALS) of the maintenance 
manual. This proposed AD would 
require incorporating certain material 
into the ALS of the existing 
maintenance or inspection program, as 
applicable. The FAA is proposing this 
AD to address the unsafe condition on 
these products. 
DATES: The FAA must receive comments 
on this proposed AD by March 9, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may send comments, 
using the procedures found in 14 CFR 
11.43 and 11.45, by any of the following 
methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
regulations.gov. Follow the instructions 
for submitting comments. 

• Fax: (202) 493–2251. 
• Mail: U.S. Department of 

Transportation, Docket Operations, M– 
30, West Building Ground Floor, Room 
W12–140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, 
Washington, DC 20590. 

• Hand Delivery: Deliver to Mail 
address above between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. 

AD Docket: You may examine the AD 
docket at regulations.gov under Docket 
No. FAA–2026–0020; or in person at 
Docket Operations between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The AD docket 
contains this NPRM, any comments 
received, and other information. The 
street address for Docket Operations is 
listed above. 

Material Incorporated by Reference: 
• For Honda Aircraft Company 

material identified in this proposed AD, 
contact Honda, 6430 Ballinger Road, 
Greensboro NC 27410; phone: (336) 
662–0246; website: hondajet.com. 

• You may view this material at the 
FAA, Airworthiness Products Section, 
Operational Safety Branch, 901 Locust, 
Kansas City, MO 64106. For information 
on the availability of this material at the 
FAA, call (817) 222–5110. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kelly Fichter, Aviation Safety Engineer, 
FAA, 1701 Columbia Avenue, College 
Park, GA 30337; phone: (404) 474–5544; 
email: ECB-COS@faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 

The FAA invites you to send any 
written relevant data, views, or 
arguments about this proposal. Send 
your comments using a method listed 
under the ADDRESSES section. Include 
‘‘Docket No. FAA–2026–0020; Project 
Identifier AD–2025–01374–A’’ at the 
beginning of your comments. The most 
helpful comments reference a specific 
portion of the proposal, explain the 
reason for any recommended change, 
and include supporting data. The FAA 
will consider all comments received by 
the closing date and may revise this 
proposal because of those comments. 

Except for Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) as described in the 
following paragraph, and other 
information as described in 14 CFR 
11.35, the FAA will post all comments 
received, without change, to 
regulations.gov, including any personal 
information you provide. The agency 
will also post a report summarizing each 
substantive verbal contact received 
about this NPRM. 

Confidential Business Information 

CBI is commercial or financial 
information that is both customarily and 
actually treated as private by its owner. 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) (5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt 
from public disclosure. If your 
comments responsive to this NPRM 
contain commercial or financial 
information that is customarily treated 
as private, that you actually treat as 
private, and that is relevant or 
responsive to this NPRM, it is important 
that you clearly designate the submitted 
comments as CBI. Please mark each 
page of your submission containing CBI 
as ‘‘PROPIN.’’ The FAA will treat such 
marked submissions as confidential 
under the FOIA, and they will not be 
placed in the public docket of this 
NPRM. Submissions containing CBI 
should be sent to Kelly Fichter, Aviation 
Safety Engineer, FAA, 1701 Columbia 
Avenue, College Park, GA 30337. Any 
commentary that the FAA receives 
which is not specifically designated as 
CBI will be placed in the public docket 
for this rulemaking. 

Background 

The FAA received a report indicating 
that a quality escape condition (tool 
damage) was discovered at four 
locations on the interior fuselage skin 
fiber at the forward pressure bulkhead 
ring angle of a Honda Model HA–420 
airplane. Additional analysis revealed 
that the tool damage occurred at the 
fuselage build stage during the process 
of removing joint adhesive bead just aft 
of the forward pressure bulkhead ring 
angle to facilitate installation of the 
floor support beams. The tool damage 
creates local notches in the fuselage 
skin, which could lead to crack growth. 
Honda published Honda Aircraft 
Company Mandatory Service Bulletin 
(SB) SB–420–53–009, Original Issue, 
dated April 26, 2023 (Honda Mandatory 
SB SB–420–53–009), which contains 
instructions for corrective action to 
address this unsafe condition. However, 
Honda Mandatory SB SB–420–53–009 
was not included in the ALS of Honda 
HA–420 Airworthiness Limitations and 
Inspection Manual, HJ1–29000–013– 
001, Revision J, dated June 30, 2024. 
This condition, if not addressed, could 
cause crack propagation in the skin and 
result in a pressurization leak and loss 
of pressurization. 

FAA’s Determination 

The FAA is issuing this NPRM after 
determining that the unsafe condition 
described previously is likely to exist or 
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develop on other products of the same 
type design. 

Material Incorporated by Reference 
Under 1 CFR Part 51 

The FAA reviewed Honda Mandatory 
SB SB–420–53–009, which specifies 
serial numbers of affected airplanes, 
compliance times, and procedures for a 
visual inspection for defect conditions 
such as impact damage, burrs, gouges, 
disbonding, blistering, and discoloration 
due to heat damage and other surface 
irregularities. This material also 

specifies procedures for an ultrasonic 
inspection of the fuselage skin for 
damage (local notches, cracks), and 
repair. This material is reasonably 
available because the interested parties 
have access to it through their normal 
course of business or by the means 
identified in the ADDRESSES section. 

Proposed AD Requirements in This 
NPRM 

This proposed AD would require 
incorporating Honda Mandatory SB SB– 
420–53–009 into the ALS of the existing 

maintenance or inspection program, as 
applicable. 

Costs of Compliance 

The FAA estimates that this AD, if 
adopted as proposed, would affect 218 
airplanes of U.S. registry. 

The FAA estimates the following 
costs to comply with this proposed AD: 

ESTIMATED COSTS 

Action Labor cost Parts cost Cost per 
product 

Cost on U.S. 
operators 

Revise the ALS ............................................... 1 work-hour × $85 per hour = $85 ................. $0 $85 $18,530 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

Title 49 of the United States Code 
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII: 
Aviation Programs, describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

The FAA is issuing this rulemaking 
under the authority described in 
Subtitle VII, Part A, Subpart III, Section 
44701: General requirements. Under 
that section, Congress charges the FAA 
with promoting safe flight of civil 
aircraft in air commerce by prescribing 
regulations for practices, methods, and 
procedures the Administrator finds 
necessary for safety in air commerce. 
This regulation is within the scope of 
that authority because it addresses an 
unsafe condition that is likely to exist or 
develop on products identified in this 
rulemaking action. 

Regulatory Findings 

The FAA determined that this 
proposed AD would not have federalism 
implications under Executive Order 
13132. This proposed AD would not 
have a substantial direct effect on the 
States, on the relationship between the 
national government and the States, or 
on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify this proposed regulation: 

(1) Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866, 

(2) Would not affect intrastate 
aviation in Alaska, and 

(3) Would not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 

under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 

safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety. 

The Proposed Amendment 
Accordingly, under the authority 

delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part 
39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 
■ 2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by adding 
the following new airworthiness 
directive: 
Honda Aircraft Company LLC: Docket No. 

FAA–2026–0020; Project Identifier AD– 
2025–01374–A. 

(a) Comments Due Date 
The FAA must receive comments on this 

airworthiness directive (AD) by March 9, 
2026. 

(b) Affected ADs 
None. 

(c) Applicability 
This AD applies to Honda Aircraft 

Company LLC (Honda) Model HA–420 
airplanes, serial numbers 42000012 through 
42000230, certificated in any category. 

(d) Subject 
Joint Aircraft System Component (JASC) 

Code 5330, Fuselage Main, Plate/Skin. 

(e) Unsafe Condition 
This AD was prompted by a report of tool 

damage to multiple locations on the interior 

fuselage skin fiber at the forward pressure 
bulkhead ring angle and the omission of 
certain service material from the 
Airworthiness Limitations Section (ALS) of 
the maintenance manual. The FAA is issuing 
this AD to detect and address tool damage to 
the interior fuselage skin fiber at the forward 
pressure bulkhead ring angle. The unsafe 
condition, if not addressed, could cause 
crack propagation in the skin and result in 
a pressurization leak and loss of 
pressurization. 

(f) Compliance 
Comply with this AD within the 

compliance times specified, unless already 
done. 

(g) Required Actions 
(1) Within 30 days after the effective date 

of this AD, revise the ALS of the existing 
maintenance manual or instructions for 
continued airworthiness and your existing 
approved maintenance or inspection 
program, as applicable, by incorporating the 
information specified in Honda Mandatory 
Service Bulletin SB–420–53–009, Original 
Issue, dated April 26, 2023. 

(2) The initial compliance time for 
accomplishing the actions specified in Honda 
Mandatory Service Bulletin SB–420–53–009, 
Original Issue, dated April 26, 2023, is before 
accumulating 6,000 total flights or within 30 
days after the effective date of this AD, 
whichever occurs later. 

(h) Provisions for Alternative Actions and 
Intervals 

After the action required by paragraph (g) 
of this AD has been done, no alternative 
actions and associated thresholds and 
intervals, including life limits, are allowed 
unless approved as an alternative method of 
compliance in accordance with the 
procedures specified in paragraph (i)(1) of 
this AD. 

(i) Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(1) The Manager, East Certification Branch, 
FAA, has the authority to approve AMOCs 
for this AD, if requested using the procedures 
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found in 14 CFR 39.19. In accordance with 
14 CFR 39.19, send your request to your 
principal inspector or local Flight Standards 
District Office, as appropriate. If sending 
information directly to the manager of the 
East Certification Branch, send it to the 
attention of the person identified in 
paragraph (j) of this AD and email to: 
AMOC@faa.gov. 

(2) Before using any approved AMOC, 
notify your appropriate principal inspector, 
or lacking a principal inspector, the manager 
of the local flight standards district office/ 
certificate holding district office. 

(j) Additional Information 

For more information about this AD, 
contact Kelly Fichter, Aviation Safety 
Engineer, FAA, 1701 Columbia Avenue, 

College Park, GA 30337; phone: (404) 474– 
5544; email: ECB-COS@faa.gov. 

(k) Material Incorporated by Reference 
(1) The Director of the Federal Register 

approved the incorporation by reference 
(IBR) of the material listed in this paragraph 
under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51. 

(2) You must use this material as 
applicable to do the actions required by this 
AD, unless the AD specifies otherwise. 

(i) Honda Aircraft Company Mandatory 
Service Bulletin SB–420–53–009, Original 
Issue, dated April 26, 2023. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) For Honda Aircraft Company material 

identified in this AD, contact Honda Aircraft 
Company LLC, 6430 Ballinger Road, 
Greensboro NC 27410; phone: (336) 662– 
0246; website: hondajet.com. 

(4) You may view this material at the FAA, 
Airworthiness Products Section, Operational 
Safety Branch, 901 Locust, Kansas City, MO 
64106. For information on the availability of 
this material at the FAA, call (817) 222–5110. 

(5) You may view this material at the 
National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at NARA, 
visit www.archives.gov/federal-register/cfr/ 
ibr-locations or email fr.inspection@nara.gov. 

Issued on January 20, 2026. 
Steven W. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Compliance & 
Airworthiness Division, Aircraft Certification 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01198 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Notice of Intent To Seek Approval To 
Renewal an Information Collection; 
Correction 

AGENCY: National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice; correction. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the intention of the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) to request revision and 
extension of a currently approved 
information collection, Objective Yield 
Surveys. 

DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by March 16, 2026 to be 
assured of consideration. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by docket number 0535–0088 
by any of the following methods: 

• Email: ombofficer@nass.usda.gov. 
Include docket number above in the 
subject line of the message. 

• eFax: (855) 838–6382. 
• Mail: Mail any paper, disk, or CD– 

ROM submissions to: NASS OMB 
Clearance Officer, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Room 5336 South Building, 
1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC 20250–2024. 

• Hand Delivery/Courier: Hand 
deliver to: NASS OMB Clearance 
Officer, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Room 5336 South Building, 1400 
Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 
DC 20250–2024. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Correction 
In the Federal Register of January 14, 

2026, in FR Doc. No. 2026–00542, on 
page 1501, correct the SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION captain, paragraph 1 and 2, 
under the Abstract section, to read: 

Abstract: The primary objective of the 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS) is to collect, prepare and issue 
State and national estimates of crop and 
livestock production, prices and 
disposition as well as economic 
statistics, farm numbers, land values, 
on-farm pesticide usage, pest crop 
management practices, as well as the 
Census of Agriculture. The Objective 
Yield Surveys objectively predict yields 
for corn, soybeans, wheat, citrus, and 
nuts. Sample fields are randomly 
selected for these crops, plots are laid 
out, and periodic counts and 
measurements are taken and then used 
to forecast production during the 
growing season. Production forecasts are 
published in USDA crop reports. 

The fruit and nut objective yield 
surveys are conducted under 
cooperative agreements with several 
State Departments of Agriculture. The 
individual States will be reimbursing 
NASS for the costs associated with these 
additional surveys. 

Yvette Anderson, 
Federal Register Liaison Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01161 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–20–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture 

Notice of Intent To Extend and Revise 
a Previously Approved Information 
Collection 

AGENCY: National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, USDA. 

ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) regulations, this notice 
announces the National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture’s (NIFA) intention 
to extend and revise a previously 
approved information collection, 
entitled Expanded Food and Nutrition 
Education Program (EFNEP). 

DATES: Written comments on this notice 
must be received by March 23, 2026 to 
be assured of consideration. Comments 
received after that date will be 
considered to the extent practicable. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal: 

http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

Instructions: All comments received 
will be posted without change to http:// 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura Givens, 816–527–5379, 
Laura.Givens@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title of Collection: Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Education Program. 

OMB Control Number: 0524–0044. 
Expiration Date of Current Approval: 

05/31/2026. 
Type of Request: Notice of intent to 

extend and revise a previously approved 
information collection for three years. 

Abstract: EFNEP is authorized under 
section 1425 of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 
3175 and funded under section 3(d) of 
the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(d)). 
Extension professionals train and 
supervise paraprofessionals and 
volunteers who teach food and nutrition 
information and skills to families and 
youth with limited financial resources. 
EFNEP operates through the 1862 and 
1890 Land Grant Universities (LGU) in 
all 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
and in American Samoa, Guam, 
Micronesia, Northern Marianas, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 

NIFA sponsors an integrated data 
collection process that is used at the 
county, State, and Federal level. The 
current data collection system, the Web- 
based Nutrition Education Evaluation 
and Reporting System (WebNEERS), 
captures EFNEP impacts. Its purpose is 
to gauge if the Federal assistance 
provided has had an impact on the 
target audience. It also enables EFNEP 
staff to make programmatic 
improvements in delivering nutrition 
education. Further, the data collected 
provide information for program 
management decisions and diagnostic 
assessments of participants’ needs and 
program fidelity. In order to capture all 
of EFNEP’s reporting requirements in 
one place, EFNEP program plans and 
budgetary data are now submitted, 
reviewed, and approved through 
WebNEERS. These specific reporting 
requirements are tied to release of 
Federal EFNEP funds. 

WebNEERS is a single web-based 
system that operates at three levels: 
Region (County); Institution 
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(university), and Federal. Data is 
entered at the regional level and is 
available in aggregated form at the 
Institution level in real time. University 
staff are able to generate institutional- 
level reports to guide program 
management decisions and to inform 
State-level stakeholders. National data is 
used to create National reports, which 
are made available to the public. 

NIFA is proposing revisions to the 
previously approved collection. A new 
Youth Food and Physical Activity 
Questionnaire for grades 6–12 has been 
added to better capture outcomes for 
older youth participants, with 
corresponding reports and federal data 
integration. The youth direct data app 
has been enabled, allowing youth 
participants to enter their own data, 
complementing the existing adult direct 
data app. The food database has been 
updated to the FNDDS 2017–2018 
version for improved accuracy in 
dietary recall analysis. The system has 
been updated to support the new five- 
year plan cycle beginning FY2024, 
including visibility of previous year 
comments and streamlined approval 
workflows. 

Total Estimate of Burden: The total 
annual estimated burden for this 
information collection is 18,772 hours. 
This includes the time needed for 
participant education and data entry, 
aggregation, and reporting; and for 
preparation, review, and submission of 
EFNEP program plans and budgetary 
information. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
76. 

Annual responses: 76. 
Average time to complete each 

response: 247 hours. 
Burden hours: 18,772. 
Comments: Comments are invited on: 

(a) Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
Agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the Agency’s 
estimate of the burden of the proposed 
collection of information; (c) ways to 
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity 
of the information to be collected; and 
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
to OMB for approval. All comments will 
become a matter of public record. 

Obtaining a Copy of the Information 
Collection: A copy of the information 

collection and related instructions may 
be obtained free of charge by contacting 
Laura Givens as directed above. 

Done at Kansas City, MO, this day of 
January 14, 2026. 
Drenda Williams, 
Associate Director, National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01195 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–22–P 

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

Notice of Public Meeting of the 
Oklahoma Advisory Committee 

AGENCY: U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights. 
ACTION: Announcement of virtual 
business meeting. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, 
pursuant to the provisions of the rules 
and regulations of the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(FACA) that the Oklahoma Advisory 
Committee (Committee) to the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights will hold 
virtual business meetings via ZoomGov 
on Tuesday, January 27, 2026 from 3:00 
p.m.–4:00 p.m. CT. For the purpose of 
reviewing and discussing their project 
proposal. 

DATES: The meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, January 27, 2026 from 3:00 
p.m.–4:00 p.m. CT. 

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 

• Registration Link (Audio/Visual): 
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/ 
1604510098?pwd=XwYtYxZ8Var
cixQnm8ikktaB3fZ0I5.1. 

• Join by Phone (Audio Only): 1–833– 
435–1820 USA Toll Free; Webinar ID: 
#160 451 0098. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brooke Peery, Designated Federal 
Officer (DFO) at bpeery@usccr.gov or by 
phone at (202) 701–1376. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Committee meetings are available to the 
public through the videoconference link 
above. Any interested member of the 
public may listen to the meeting. An 
open comment period will be provided 
to allow members of the public to make 
a statement as time allows. Per the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, public 
minutes of the meeting will include a 
list of persons who are present at the 
meeting. If joining via phone, callers can 
expect to incur regular charges for calls 
they initiate over wireless lines, 
according to their wireless plan. The 
Commission will not refund any 

incurred charges. Closed captioning will 
be available for individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or who have 
certain cognitive or learning 
impairments. To request additional 
accommodations, please email Corrine 
Sanders, Support Services Specialist, 
csanders@usccr.gov at least 10 business 
days prior to the meeting. 

Members of the public are entitled to 
make comments during the open period 
at the end of the meeting. Members of 
the public may also submit written 
comments; the comments must be 
received in the Regional Programs Unit 
within 30 days following the meeting. 
Written comments can be sent via email 
to Brooke Peery (DFO) at bpeery@
usccr.gov. 

Records generated from this meeting 
may be inspected and reproduced at the 
Regional Programs Coordination Unit 
Office, as they become available, both 
before and after the meeting. Records of 
the meetings will be available via 
www.facadatabase.gov under the 
Commission on Civil Rights, Oklahoma 
Advisory Committee link. Persons 
interested in the work of this Committee 
are directed to the Commission’s 
website, http://www.usccr.gov, or may 
contact the Regional Programs 
Coordination Unit at csanders@
usccr.gov. 

Agenda 
I. Welcome & Roll Call 
II. Approval of Minutes 
III. Committee Discussion 
IV. Public Comment 
V. Adjournment 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
David Mussatt, 
Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01107 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Foreign-Trade Zones Board 

[B–7–2026] 

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 45, 
Notification of Proposed Production 
Activity; Qorvo US, Inc.; 
(Semiconductor Wafers and Modules); 
Hillsboro, Oregon 

Qorvo US, Inc. submitted a 
notification of proposed production 
activity to the FTZ Board (the Board) for 
its facility in Hillsboro, Oregon, within 
Subzone 45K. The notification 
conforming to the requirements of the 
Board’s regulations (15 CFR 400.22) was 
received on January 15, 2026. 

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ 
production activity would be limited to 
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the specific foreign-status material(s)/ 
component(s) and specific finished 
product(s) described in the submitted 
notification (summarized below) and 
subsequently authorized by the Board. 
The benefits that may stem from 
conducting production activity under 
FTZ procedures are explained in the 
background section of the Board’s 
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/ 
ftz. 

The proposed finished products 
include: wafers (gallium arsenide; 
doped gallium arsenide; gallium 
arsenide amplifier; gallium nitride 
amplifier); modules (integrated circuit 
switch; amplifier); multi-layer printed 
circuit boards; connectors (terminal; 
printed circuit board); unmounted 
transistors; integrated circuit-based 
frequency and signal control units; 
attenuators; radio frequency integrated 
circuits; and, semiconductor testing 
devices (duty rate ranges from duty-free 
to 2.8%). 

The proposed foreign-status 
materials/components include: wafers 
(4 inch or 6 inch gallium nitride; 6 inch 
gallium arsenide; 6 inch doped gallium 
arsenide; 8 inch doped polycrystalline 
silicon; 8 inch bulk acoustic wave filter; 
6 inch surface acoustic wave filter 
finished; 6 inch pseudomorphic high 
electron mobility transistor amplifier; 6 
inch heterojunction bipolar transistor 
amplifier; 6 inch high electron mobility 
transistor amplifier; 6 inch bipolar 
heterojunction electron mobility 
transistor amplifier; 6 inch gallium 
arsenide amplifier; 4 inch or 6 inch 
gallium nitride amplifier; 6 inch 
amplifier module); liquid precious 
metal replenishers; modified 
hydrocarbon resin liquid adhesive 
mixtures; flux removers; pure tin solder 
cappings; tin solders; corrosion 
inhibitors for closed cooling and heating 
systems; tapes (ultraviolet; carrier); 
plastic wafer trays; semiconductor tape 
reels; pre-form pastes for gold-to-gold 
bonding; pellets (gold; platinum; non- 
alloy nickel; titanium; germanium); 
sputtering targets (nickel; germanium; 
titanium; tungsten; nickel chromium 
silicon); wafer frames; amplifiers (power 
with duplexer integrated circuits; 
balanced X band gallium nitride low 
noise; feedback; heterojunction bipolar 
transistor broadband feedback; 
monolithic microwave integrated 
circuit; variable gain; driver); circuit 
boards (multi-layer printed; 
semiconductor testing device); 
connectors (terminal; printed circuit 
board); unmounted transistor modules; 
filters (high pass; low pass); circuits 
(silicon-on-insulator switch; up/down 
converter); complementary metal-oxide 
semiconductors; bias controllers; solid 

state power amplifier drivers; 
attenuators; digital attenuators; 
transistors (discrete; power); doublers 
(power; frequency); limit switches; heat 
sinks; beamformers; phase shifters; and, 
semiconductor testing devices (duty rate 
ranges from duty-free to 6.0%). 

The request indicates that certain 
materials/components are subject to 
duties under section 1702(a)(1)(B) of the 
International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (section 1702), section 232 
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 
(section 232), or section 301 of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (section 301), 
depending on the country of origin. The 
applicable section 1702, section 232, 
and section 301 decisions require 
subject merchandise to be admitted to 
FTZs in privileged foreign status (19 
CFR 146.41). 

Public comment is invited from 
interested parties. Submissions shall be 
addressed to the Board’s Executive 
Secretary and sent to: ftz@trade.gov. The 
closing period for their receipt is March 
3, 2026. 

A copy of the notification will be 
available for public inspection in the 
‘‘Online FTZ Information System’’ 
section of the Board’s website. 

For further information, contact 
Juanita Chen at juanita.chen@trade.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Elizabeth Whiteman, 
Executive Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01110 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Foreign-Trade Zones Board 

[B–8–2026] 

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 230, 
Notification of Proposed Production 
Activity; Qorvo US, Inc.; 
(Semiconductor Wafers, Modules, and 
Chips); Greensboro, North Carolina 

Qorvo US, Inc. submitted a 
notification of proposed production 
activity to the FTZ Board (the Board) for 
its facilities in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, within Subzone 230K. The 
notification conforming to the 
requirements of the Board’s regulations 
(15 CFR 400.22) was received on 
January 15, 2026. 

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ 
production activity would be limited to 
the specific foreign-status material(s)/ 
component(s) and specific finished 
product(s) described in the submitted 
notification (summarized below) and 
subsequently authorized by the Board. 
The benefits that may stem from 

conducting production activity under 
FTZ procedures are explained in the 
background section of the Board’s 
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/ 
ftz. 

The proposed finished products 
include: telecommunications inductors; 
modules (integrated circuit switch; 
amplifier); printed circuit board 
antennas; low-temperature co-fired 
ceramic filters; aluminum capacitors; 
capacitor chips (ceramic single layer; 
ceramic multi-layer); resistors (two 
terminal fixed surface mounted; fixed 
surface mounted chip); thermistors; 
printed circuit boards; circuit board 
connectors; diodes; packaged 
transistors; transistors; light-emitting 
diodes; integrated circuit-based 
frequency and signal control units; dice 
controllers for background processing; 
amplifier wafers (gallium arsenide; 
gallium nitride); and, radio frequency 
integrated circuits (duty rates are duty- 
free). 

The proposed foreign-status 
materials/components include: calcium 
chlorides; clay desiccants; plastic wafer 
trays; wafer hoop rings; semiconductor 
tape reels; polyethylene bags; tapes 
(carrier; cover); cardboard boxes; 
polypropylene strapping; precut copper 
wires; telecommunications inductors; 
ferrite beads; switches (discrete; 
integrated circuit antenna; limit); switch 
dies; amplifiers (power with duplexer 
integrated circuits; balanced X band 
gallium nitride low noise; feedback; 
heterojunction bipolar transistor 
broadband feedback; monolithic 
microwave integrated circuit; solid state 
power; variable gain; driver); circuits 
(antenna tuner switch integrated; up/ 
down converter); electromagnetic 
shields; circuit boards (antenna printed; 
multi-layer printed; semiconductor 
testing device); filters (low temperature 
co-fired ceramic; thin-film; high pass; 
low pass); capacitors (tantalum; 
aluminum); ceramic capacitor chips 
(single layer; multi-layer); resistors (two 
terminal surface mounted fixed; carbon 
film; fixed surface mounted chip); 
resistor networks; thermistors; 
connectors (coaxial; terminal; printed 
circuit board); coin battery cell surface 
mount device holders; diodes (Zener; 
signal; rectifier; light-emitting); 
transistors (packaged; discrete; power); 
quartz piezoelectric crystals; wafers (8 
inch bulk acoustic wave filter; 6 inch 
surface acoustic wave filter; 6 inch or 8 
inch background dice controller; 6 inch 
heterojunction bipolar transistor 
amplifier; 6 inch high-electron mobility 
transistor amplifier; 6 inch gallium 
arsenide amplifier; 4 inch or 6 inch 
gallium nitride amplifier; 4 inch, 6 inch, 
or 8 inch amplifier module); bias 
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controllers; radio frequency 
transceivers; attenuators; digital 
attenuators; doublers (power; 
frequency); heat sinks; beamformers; 
phase shifters; silicon wafer carriers (6 
inch or 8 inch); integrated circuit lids; 
semiconductor probe cards; and, 
semiconductor device test boards (duty 
rate ranges from duty-free to 5.0%). 

The request indicates that certain 
materials/components are subject to 
duties under section 1702(a)(1)(B) of the 
International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (section 1702), section 232 
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 
(section 232), or section 301 of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (section 301), 
depending on the country of origin. The 
applicable section 1702, section 232, 
and section 301 decisions require 
subject merchandise to be admitted to 
FTZs in privileged foreign (PF) status 
(19 CFR 146.41). The request also 
indicates that polyethylene bags are 
subject to an antidumping/ 
countervailing duty (AD/CVD) order/ 
investigation if imported from certain 
countries. The Board’s regulations (15 
CFR 400.13(c)(2)) require that 
merchandise subject to AD/CVD orders, 
or items which would be otherwise 
subject to suspension of liquidation 
under AD/CVD procedures if they 
entered U.S. customs territory, be 
admitted to the zone in PF status. 

Public comment is invited from 
interested parties. Submissions shall be 
addressed to the Board’s Executive 
Secretary and sent to: ftz@trade.gov. The 
closing period for their receipt is March 
3, 2026. 

A copy of the notification will be 
available for public inspection in the 
‘‘Online FTZ Information System’’ 
section of the Board’s website. 

For further information, contact 
Juanita Chen at juanita.chen@trade.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Elizabeth Whiteman, 
Executive Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01111 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Foreign-Trade Zones Board 

[B–6–2026] 

Foreign-Trade Zone (FTZ) 39, 
Notification of Proposed Production 
Activity; Qorvo US, Inc.; 
(Semiconductor Wafers, Modules, and 
Chips); Richardson, Texas 

Qorvo US, Inc. submitted a 
notification of proposed production 
activity to the FTZ Board (the Board) for 

its facility in Richardson, Texas, within 
FTZ 39. The notification conforming to 
the requirements of the Board’s 
regulations (15 CFR 400.22) was 
received on January 15, 2026. 

Pursuant to 15 CFR 400.14(b), FTZ 
production activity would be limited to 
the specific foreign-status material(s)/ 
component(s) and specific finished 
product(s) described in the submitted 
notification (summarized below) and 
subsequently authorized by the Board. 
The benefits that may stem from 
conducting production activity under 
FTZ procedures are explained in the 
background section of the Board’s 
website—accessible via www.trade.gov/ 
ftz. 

The proposed finished products 
include: wafers (gallium nitride; gallium 
arsenide; unmounted transistor; gallium 
arsenide amplifier; gallium nitride 
amplifier); telecommunications 
inductors; ferrite beads; modules 
(integrated circuit switch; amplifier; 
microwave amplifier); bias controllers; 
thermal spreaders; aluminum 
capacitors; capacitor chips (ceramic 
single layer; ceramic multi-layer; 
ferrite); resistors (two terminal fixed 
surface mounted; carbon film; fixed 
surface mounted chip); printed circuit 
boards; printed circuit board 
connectors; diodes; discrete transistors; 
integrated circuit-based frequency and 
signal control units; and, integrated 
circuit lead frame packages (duty rate 
ranges from duty-free to 3.7%). 

The proposed foreign-status 
materials/components include: crystals 
(iodine resublimed; quartz 
piezoelectric); solder (pure tin; lead-tin); 
wafers (4 inch or 6 inch gallium nitride; 
6 inch gallium arsenide; 6 inch doped 
gallium arsenide; 4 inch or 6 inch doped 
polycrystalline silicon; 4 inch or 6 inch 
dope silicon carbide; 4 inch or 6 inch 
unmounted transistor; 6 inch or 8 inch 
bulk acoustic wave filter; 6 inch surface 
acoustic wave filter; 6 inch 
pseudomorphic high electron mobility 
transistor amplifier; 4 inch or 6 inch 
heterojunction bipolar transistor 
amplifier; 6 inch high electron mobility 
transistor amplifier; 6 inch bipolar high 
electron mobility transistor amplifier; 6 
inch gallium arsenide amplifier; 4 inch 
or 6 inch gallium nitride amplifier; 6 
inch or 8 inch silicon carrier); 1-methyl- 
2-pyrrolidone-99%; solutions (synthetic 
cleaning; dilute of acrylic copolymer/ 
ammonium hydroxide; copper sulfate); 
solder fluxes; compounds (epoxy resin; 
epoxy resin molding for encapsulation 
of semiconductor devices); 
thermosetting conductive die attach 
adhesives; tapes (low static; ultraviolet; 
carrier; cover); plastic wafer trays; 
semiconductor tape reels; pre-form 

pastes for gold-to-gold bonding; wires 
(gold; precut copper; insulated); copper 
laminates; pellets (nickel; titanium); 
aluminum scandium alloy ingots; 
aluminum heat sinks; wafer frames; 
targets (aluminum silicon; tungsten 
physical vapor disposition; aluminum 
scandium; germanium; tungsten; 
aluminum copper); solder preforms; 
telecommunications inductors; ferrite 
beads; switches (discrete; limit); circuits 
(antenna switch integrated; up/down 
converter; upconverter); switch dies; 
amplifiers (power with duplexer 
integrated circuits; spatium power; 
balanced X band gallium nitride low 
noise; feedback; heterojunction bipolar 
transistor broadband feedback; 
monolithic microwave integrated 
circuit; variable gain; driver); bias 
controllers; thermal spreaders; 
aluminum capacitors; capacitor chips 
(ceramic single layer; ceramic multi- 
layer; ferrite); resistors (two terminal 
surface mounted fixed; carbon film; 
fixed surface mounted chip; axial lead); 
lids (integrated circuit packaged; 
integrated circuit); circuit boards (multi- 
layer printed; ceramic-based printed; 
semiconductor testing device); 
connectors (coaxial; terminal; printed 
circuit board); diodes (Zener; signal; 
rectifier; light-emitting); transistors 
(packaged; discrete; power); filters (high 
pass; low pass); complementary metal- 
oxide-semiconductor heterojunction 
bipolar transistor amplifier dies; solid 
state power amplifier drivers; radio 
frequency transceivers; attenuators; 
digital attenuators; doublers (power; 
frequency); heat sinks; beamformers; 
phase shifters; microwave amplifier 
modules; and, semiconductor device 
test boards (duty rate ranges from duty- 
free to 6.1%). 

The request indicates that certain 
materials/components are subject to 
duties under section 1702(a)(1)(B) of the 
International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (section 1702), section 232 
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 
(section 232), or section 301 of the 
Trade Act of 1974 (section 301), 
depending on the country of origin. The 
applicable section 1702, section 232, 
and section 301 decisions require 
subject merchandise to be admitted to 
FTZs in privileged foreign status (19 
CFR 146.41). 

Public comment is invited from 
interested parties. Submissions shall be 
addressed to the Board’s Executive 
Secretary and sent to: ftz@trade.gov. The 
closing period for their receipt is March 
3, 2026. 

A copy of the notification will be 
available for public inspection in the 
‘‘Online FTZ Information System’’ 
section of the Board’s website. 
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1 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam: Initiation of Countervailing 
Duty Investigations, 90 FR 25225 (June 16, 2025) 
(Initiation Notice). 

2 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam: Postponement of 

Preliminary Determinations in the Countervailing 
Duty Investigations, 90 FR 34415 (July 22, 2025). 

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

5 December 26, 2025, is a federal holiday. 
Commerce’s practice is that when a deadline falls 
on a weekend or federal holiday, the appropriate 
deadline is the next business day. See Notice of 
Clarification: Application of ‘‘Next Business Day’’ 
Rule for Administrative Determination Deadlines 
Pursuant to the Tariff Act of 1930, As Amended, 70 
FR 24533 (May 10, 2005). 

6 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for 
the Preliminary Determination in the 
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood from the People’s Republic of 
China,’’ dated concurrently with, and hereby 
adopted by, this notice (Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum). 

7 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties; 
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997) 
(Preamble). 

8 See Initiation Notice, 90 FR at 25226. 

9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act 
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E) 
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of 
the Act regarding specificity. 

10 See sections 776(a) and (b) of the Act. 
11 See Petitioner’s Letter, ‘‘Request to Align 

Countervailing Duty Investigation Final 
Determinations with Antidumping Duty 

Continued 

For further information, contact 
Juanita Chen at juanita.chen@trade.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Elizabeth Whiteman, 
Executive Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01112 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–570–212] 

Hardwood and Decorative Plywood 
From the People’s Republic of China: 
Preliminary Affirmative Countervailing 
Duty Determination, Preliminary 
Affirmative Critical Circumstances 
Determination, and Alignment of Final 
Determination With Final Antidumping 
Duty Determination 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily 
determines that countervailable 
subsidies are being provided to 
producers and exporters of hardwood 
and decorative plywood (plywood) from 
the People’s Republic of China (China). 
The period of investigation is January 1, 
2024, through December 31, 2024. 
Interested parties are invited to 
comment on this preliminary 
determination. 

DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Gregory Taushani or Rebecca Janz, AD/ 
CVD Operations, Office II, Enforcement 
and Compliance, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone: 
(202) 482–1012 and (202) 482–2972, 
respectively. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

This preliminary determination is 
made in accordance with section 703(b) 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 
(the Act). Commerce published the 
notice of initiation of this investigation 
on June 16, 2025.1 On July 22, 2025, 
Commerce postponed the preliminary 
determination of this investigation.2 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
proceedings by 47 days.3 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.4 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination is now December 29, 
2025.5 

For a complete description of the 
events that followed the initiation of 
this investigation, see the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum.6 A list of topics 
discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum is included as Appendix 
II to this notice. The Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum is a public 
document and is on file electronically 
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to 
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete 
version of the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum can be accessed directly 
at https://access.trade.gov/public/ 
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx. 

Scope of the Investigation 
The product covered by this 

investigation is plywood from China. 
For a complete description of the scope 
of this investigation, see Appendix I. 

Scope Comments 
In accordance with the preamble to 

Commerce’s regulations,7 the Initiation 
Notice set aside a period of time for 
parties to raise issues regarding product 
coverage (i.e., scope).8 Certain interested 

parties commented on the scope of the 
investigation as it appeared in the 
Initiation Notice. Commerce intends to 
issue its preliminary decision regarding 
comments concerning the scope of the 
less-than-fair-value (LTFV) and 
countervailing duty (CVD) 
investigations in the preliminary 
determination of the companion LTFV 
investigation. 

Methodology 

Commerce is conducting this 
investigation in accordance with section 
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy 
programs found countervailable, 
Commerce preliminarily determines 
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial 
contribution by an ‘‘authority’’ that 
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient, 
and that the subsidy is specific.9 

Commerce notes that, in making these 
findings, it relied on facts available and, 
because it finds that one or more 
respondents did not act to the best of 
their ability to respond to Commerce’s 
requests for information, it drew an 
adverse inference where appropriate in 
selecting from among the facts 
otherwise available.10 For further 
information, see ‘‘Use of Facts 
Otherwise Available and Adverse 
Inferences’’ section in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum. 

Preliminary Affirmative Determination 
of Critical Circumstances 

In accordance with section 703(e)(1) 
of the Act, Commerce preliminarily 
determines that critical circumstances 
exist with respect to imports of plywood 
from China for Linyi Evergreen, Xuzhou 
Shelter, the non-responsive companies, 
and all other exporters or producers not 
individually examined. For a full 
description of the methodology and 
results of Commerce’s analysis, see the 
Preliminary Decision Memorandum. 

Alignment 

As noted in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum, in accordance with 
section 705(a)(1) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.210(b)(4), Commerce is aligning the 
final CVD determination in this 
investigation with the final 
determination in the companion AD 
investigation of plywood from China 
based on a request made by the 
petitioner.11 Consequently, the final 
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Investigation Final Determinations,’’ dated 
December 5, 2025. 

12 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative 
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and 
Service Final Rule). 

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2). 
14 We use the term ‘‘issue’’ here to describe an 

argument that Commerce would normally address 
in a comment of the Issues and Decision 
Memorandum. 

15 See APO and Service Final Rule. 

CVD determination will be issued on 
the same date as the final LTFV 
determination, which is currently 
scheduled to be issued no later May 11, 
2026, unless postponed. 

All-Others Rate 

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of 
the Act provide that in the preliminary 
determination, Commerce shall 
determine an estimated all-others rate 
for companies not individually 
examined. This rate shall be an amount 
equal to the weighted average of the 
estimated subsidy rates established for 
those companies individually 
examined, excluding any zero and de 
minimis rates and any rates based 
entirely under section 776 of the Act. 

Pursuant to section 705(c)(5)(A)(ii) of 
the Act, if the individual estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates 
established for all exporters and 
producers individually examined are 
zero, de minimis, or determined based 
entirely on facts otherwise available, 
Commerce may use any reasonable 
method to establish the estimated 
subsidy rate for all other producers or 
exporters. Commerce preliminarily 
determined the individually estimated 
subsidy rate for each of the individually 
examined respondents under section 
776 of the Act. These rates are the only 
rates available in this proceeding for 
deriving the all-others rate. 
Consequently, pursuant to section 
703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A)(ii) of the Act, 
Commerce established the all-others rate 
by applying the countervailable subsidy 
rate assigned to the non-responsive 
companies listed below. 

Preliminary Determination 

Commerce preliminarily determines 
that the following estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates exist: 

Company 
Subsidy rate 

(percent 
ad valorem) 

Xuzhou Shelter Import and 
Export Co., Ltd .................. * 81.34 

Linyi Evergreen Wood Co., 
Ltd ..................................... * 81.34 

Bergey (Tianjin) International * 81.34 
Larkcop International Co., 

Ltd ..................................... * 81.34 
Linyi Dongstar Import & Ex-

port Co., Ltd ...................... * 81.34 
Linyi Jiahe Wood Industry 

Co. Ltd .............................. * 81.34 
Linyi Ocean International 

Trading Co ........................ * 81.34 
Xuzhou Edlon Wood Prod-

ucts Co., Ltd ...................... * 81.34 

Company 
Subsidy rate 

(percent 
ad valorem) 

Xuzhou New Defu Wood 
International ...................... * 81.34 

Xuzhou Tianshan Wood Co., 
Ltd ..................................... * 81.34 

Yishui Win-Win Wood Co., 
Ltd ..................................... * 81.34 

All Others .............................. * 81.34 

* Rate based on facts available with adverse 
inferences. 

Suspension of Liquidation 
Section 703(e)(2) of the Act provides 

that, given an affirmative determination 
of critical circumstances, any 
suspension of liquidation shall apply to 
unliquidated entries of merchandise 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, 
for consumption on or after the date of: 
(a) the date of which is 90 days before 
the date on which the suspension of 
liquidation was first ordered; or (b) the 
date on which notice of initiation of the 
investigation was published. Commerce 
preliminarily determines that critical 
circumstances exist for imports of 
subject merchandise produced and/or 
exported by Linyi Evergreen, Xuzhou 
Shelter, the non-responsive companies, 
and all other exporters or producers not 
individually examined. Pursuant to 
sections 703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the 
Act, Commerce will direct U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) to suspend 
liquidation of entries of subject 
merchandise as described in the scope 
of the investigation entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after 90 days before 
the date of publication of this notice in 
the Federal Register, in accordance with 
section 703(e)(2)(A) of the Act. Further, 
pursuant to 19 CFR 351.205(d), 
Commerce will instruct CBP to require 
a cash deposit equal to the rates 
indicated above. 

Disclosure 
Normally, Commerce discloses its 

calculations performed in connection 
with the preliminary determination to 
interested parties within five days of its 
public announcement, or if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
of the date of publication of the notice, 
in accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 
However, because Commerce 
preliminarily applied facts available 
with adverse inferences (AFA), in 
accordance with section 776 of the Act, 
and the applied AFA rates are based on 
rates calculated in prior proceedings, 
there are no calculations to disclose. 

Verification 
Because the examined respondents in 

this investigation did not provide the 

information requested by Commerce 
and Commerce preliminarily determines 
each of the examined respondents have 
been uncooperative, Commerce will not 
conduct verification. 

Public Comment 
Case briefs or other written 

comments, excluding scope comments, 
may be submitted to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance no later than 30 days after 
the date of publication of the 
preliminary determination. Rebuttal 
briefs, limited to issues raised in the 
case briefs, may be filed not later than 
five days after the date for filing case 
briefs.12 Interested parties who submit 
case briefs or rebuttal briefs in this 
proceeding must submit: (1) a table of 
contents listing each issue; and (2) a 
table of authorities.13 

As provided under 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we 
request that interested parties provide at 
the beginning of their briefs a public, 
executive summary for each issue raised 
in their briefs.14 Further, we request that 
interested parties limit their public 
executive summary of each issue to no 
more than 450 words, not including 
citations. We intend to use the public 
executive summaries as the basis of the 
comment summaries included in the 
issues and decision memorandum that 
will accompany the final determination 
in this investigation. We request that 
interested parties include footnotes for 
relevant citations in the executive 
summary of each issue. Note that 
Commerce has amended certain of its 
requirements pertaining to the service of 
documents in 19 CFR 351.303(f).15 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), 
interested parties who wish to request a 
hearing, limited to issues raised in the 
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a 
written request to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance, U.S. Department of 
Commerce within 30 days after the date 
of publication of this notice. Requests 
should contain the party’s name, 
address, and telephone number; the 
number of participants; whether any 
participant is a foreign national; and a 
list of the issues to be discussed. If a 
request for a hearing is made, Commerce 
intends to hold the hearing at a time and 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:28 Jan 21, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\22JAN1.SGM 22JAN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



2729 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 14 / Thursday, January 22, 2026 / Notices 

date to be determined. Parties should 
confirm by telephone the date, time, and 
location of the hearing two days before 
the scheduled date. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
Notification 

In accordance with section 703(f) of 
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S. 
International Trade Commission (ITC) of 
its determination. If the final 
determination is affirmative, the ITC 
will determine before the later of 120 
days after the date of this preliminary 
determination or 45 days after the final 
determination whether imports of 
plywood from China are materially 
injuring, or threaten material injury to, 
the U.S. industry. 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published pursuant to sections 703(f) 
and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.205(c). 

Dated: December 29, 2025. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix I 

Scope of the Investigation 
The merchandise covered by the 

investigation is hardwood and decorative 
plywood, and certain veneered panels as 
described below. For purposes of this 
investigation, hardwood and decorative 
plywood is defined as a generally flat, 
multilayered plywood or other veneered 
panel, consisting of two or more layers or 
plies of wood veneers in combination with a 
core or without a core. The veneers and, if 
present, the core are glued or otherwise 
bonded together. A hardwood and decorative 
plywood panel must have at least either the 
face or back veneer composed of one or more 
species of hardwood, softwood, or bamboo, 
regardless of any surface coverings. 
Hardwood and decorative plywood may 
include products that meet the American 
National Standard for Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood, ANSI/HPVA HP–1– 
2024 (including any revisions to that 
standard). 

For purposes of the investigation a 
‘‘veneer’’ is a slice of wood regardless of 
thickness which is cut, sliced or sawed from 
a log, bolt, or flitch. The face and back 
veneers are the outermost veneer of wood 
irrespective of additional surface coatings or 
covers as described below. The core of 
hardwood and decorative plywood (for those 
products that include a core) consists of the 
layer or layers of one or more material(s) that 
are situated between the face and back 
veneers. The core may be composed of a 
range of materials, including but not limited 
to hardwood, softwood, particleboard, or 
medium density fiberboard (MDF). 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope of the 

investigation regardless of whether or not the 
face and/or back veneers are surface coated 
or covered and whether or not such surface 
coating(s) or covers obscures the grain, 
textures, or markings of the wood. Examples 
of surface coatings and covers include, but 
are not limited to: ultra violet light cured 
polyurethanes; oil or oil-modified or water- 
based polyurethanes; wax; epoxy-ester 
finishes; moisture-cured urethanes; paints; 
stains; paper; aluminum; high pressure 
laminate; MDF; medium density overlay 
(MDO); and phenolic film. Additionally, the 
face veneer of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may be sanded; smoothed or given 
a ‘‘distressed’’ appearance through such 
methods as hand-scraping or wire brushing. 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope even if it is 
trimmed; cut-to-size; notched; punched; 
drilled; or has undergone other forms of 
minor processing. All hardwood and 
decorative plywood is included within the 
scope of the investigation, without regard to 
dimension (overall thickness, thickness of 
face veneer, thickness of back veneer, 
thickness of core, thickness of inner veneers, 
width, or length). However, the most 
common panel sizes of hardwood and 
decorative plywood are 1219 x 1829 mm (48 
x 72 inches), 1219 x 2438 mm (48 x 96 
inches), and 1219 x 3048 mm (48 x 120 
inches). Subject merchandise also includes 
hardwood and decorative plywood that has 
been further processed in a third country, 
including but not limited to trimming, 
cutting, notching, punching, drilling, or any 
other processing that would not otherwise 
remove the merchandise from the scope of 
the investigation if performed in the country 
of manufacture of the in-scope product. 

The scope of the investigation excludes the 
following items: (1) structural plywood (also 
known as ‘‘industrial plywood’’ or 
‘‘industrial panels’’) that (a) is certified, 
manufactured, and stamped to meet U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
international standard intended for structural 
plywood), including, but not limited to, the 
‘‘bond performance’’ requirements and the 
performance criteria detailed in U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
international standard intended for structural 
plywood), and (b) where the relevant 
standard identifies core species 
requirements, has a core made entirely of one 
or more of the following wood species: 
Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas Fir), Larix 
occidentalis (Western Larch), Tsuga 
heterophylla (Western Hemlock), Abies 
balsamea (Balsam Pine/Balsam Fir), Abies 
magnifica (California Red Fir), Abies grandis 
(Grand Fir), Abies procera (Noble Fir), Abies 
amabilis (Pacific Silver Fir), Abies concolor 
(White Fir), Abies lasiocarpa (Subalpine Fir), 
Picea glauca (White Spruce), Picea 
engelmannii (Engelmann Spruce), Picea 
mariana (Black Spruce), Picea rubens (Red 
Spruce), Picea sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), 
Pinus banksiana (Jack Pine), Pinus taeda 

(Loblolly Southern Pine), Pinus palustris 
(Longleaf Southern Pine), Pinus echinata 
(Shortleaf Southern Pine), Pinus elliottii 
(Slash Southern Pine), Pinus serotina (Pond 
Pine), Pinus resinosa (Red Pine), Pinus 
virginiana (Virginia Pine), Pinus monticola 
(Western White Pine), Picea mariana (Black 
Spruce), Picea rubens (Red Spruce), Picea 
sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), Pinus contorta 
(Lodgepole Pine), Pinus strobus (Eastern 
White Pine), and Pinus lambertiana (Sugar 
Pine); (2) products which have a face and 
back veneer of cork; (3) hardwood plywood 
subject to the antidumping and 
countervailing duty orders on hardwood 
plywood from China. See Certain Hardwood 
Plywood Products from the People’s Republic 
of China: Amended Final Determination of 
Sales at Less Than Fair Value, and 
Antidumping Duty Order, 83 FR 504 (January 
4, 2018); and Certain Hardwood Plywood 
Products from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 83 FR 513 
(January 4, 2018); (4) multilayered wood 
flooring, as described in the antidumping 
duty and countervailing duty orders on 
multilayered wood flooring from China. See 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended Final 
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair 
Value and Antidumping Duty Order, 76 FR 
76690 (December 8, 2011); and Multilayered 
Wood Flooring from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 76 FR 
76693 (December 8, 2011), as amended by 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended 
Antidumping and Countervailing Orders, 77 
FR 5484 (February 3, 2012); (5) multilayered 
wood flooring with a face veneer of bamboo 
or composed entirely of bamboo; (6) plywood 
which has a shape or design other than a flat 
panel, with the exception of any minor 
processing described above; (7) products 
made entirely from bamboo and adhesives 
(also known as ‘‘solid bamboo’’); and (8) 
Phenolic Film Faced Plyform (PFF), also 
known as Phenolic Surface Film Plywood 
(PSF), defined as a panel with an ‘‘Exterior’’ 
or ‘‘Exposure 1’’ bond classification as is 
defined by The Engineered Wood 
Association, having an opaque phenolic film 
layer with a weight equal to or greater than 
90g/m3 permanently bonded on both the face 
and back veneers and an opaque, moisture 
resistant coating applied to the edges. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are wooden furniture goods 
that, at the time of importation, are fully 
assembled and are ready for their intended 
uses. Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation is ‘‘ready to assemble’’ (RTA) 
furniture. RTA furniture is defined as (A) 
furniture packaged for sale for ultimate 
purchase by an end-user that, at the time of 
importation, includes (1) all wooden 
components (in finished form) required to 
assemble a finished unit of furniture, (2) all 
accessory parts (e.g., screws, washers, 
dowels, nails, handles, knobs, adhesive 
glues) required to assemble a finished unit of 
furniture, and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of furniture; (B) unassembled bathroom 
vanity cabinets, having a space for one or 
more sinks, that are imported with all 
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1 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam: Initiation of Countervailing 

unassembled hardwood and hardwood 
plywood components that have been cut-to- 
final dimensional component shape/size, 
painted or stained prior to importation, and 
stacked within a singled shipping package, 
except for furniture feet which may be 
packed and shipped separately; or (C) 
unassembled bathroom vanity linen closets 
that are imported with all unassembled 
hardwood and hardwood plywood 
components that have been cut-to-final 
dimensional shape/size, painted or stained 
prior to importation, and stacked within a 
single shipping package, except for furniture 
feet which may be packed and shipped 
separately. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are kitchen cabinets that, at the 
time of importation, are fully assembled and 
are ready for their intended uses. Also 
excluded from the scope of the investigation 
are RTA kitchen cabinets. RTA kitchen 
cabinets are defined as kitchen cabinets 
packaged for sale for ultimate purchase by an 
end-user that, at the time of importation, 
includes: (1) all wooden components (in 
finished form) required to assemble a 
finished unit of cabinetry; (2) all accessory 
parts (e.g., screws, washers, dowels, nails, 
handles, knobs, hooks, adhesive glues) 
required to assemble a finished unit of 
cabinetry; and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of cabinetry. Excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are finished table tops, which 
are table tops imported in finished form with 
pre-cut or drilled openings to attach the 
underframe or legs. The table tops are ready 
for use at the time of import and require no 
further finishing or processing. Excluded 
from the scope of this investigation are 
finished countertops that are imported in 
finished form and require no further 
finishing or manufacturing. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are laminated veneer lumber 
(LVL) door and window components with (1) 
a maximum width of 44 millimeters, a 
thickness from 30 millimeters to 72 
millimeters, and a length of less than 2413 
millimeters, (2) water boiling point exterior 
adhesive, (3) a modulus of elasticity of 
1,500,000 pounds per square inch or higher, 
(4) finger-jointed or lap-jointed core veneer 
with all layers oriented so that the grain is 
running parallel or with no more than 3 
dispersed layers of veneer oriented with the 
grain running perpendicular to the other 
layers; and (5) top layer machined with a 
curved edge and one or more profile 
channels throughout. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are certain door stiles and rails 
made of LVL that have a width not to exceed 
50 millimeters, a thickness not to exceed 50 
millimeters, and a length of less than 2,450 
millimeters. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are finished two-ply products 
that are made of one ply of wood veneer and 
one ply of a non-wood veneer material and 
the two-ply product cannot be glued or 
otherwise adhered to additional plies or that 
are made of two plies of wood veneer and 
have undergone staining, cutting, notching, 
punching, drilling, or other processing on the 

surface of the veneer such that the two-ply 
product cannot be glued or otherwise 
adhered to additional plies. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood are primarily entered under the 
following HTSUS numbers: 

4412.10.0500; 4412.31.0520; 4412.31.0540; 
4412.31.0560; 4412.31.0620; 4412.31.0640; 
4412.31.0660; 4412.31.2510; 4412.31.2520; 
4412.31.2610; 4412.31.2620; 4412.31.4040; 
4412.31.4050; 4412.31.4060; 4412.31.4070; 
4412.31.4080; 4412.31.4140; 4412.31.4150; 
4412.31.4155; 4412.31.4160; 4412.31.4165; 
4412.31.4180; 4412.31.4200; 4412.31.4500; 
4412.31.4850; 4412.31.4860; 4412.31.4863; 
4412.31.4865; 4412.31.4866; 4412.31.4869; 
4412.31.4875; 4412.31.4880; 4412.31.5130; 
4412.31.5135; 4412.31.5150; 4412.31.5155; 
4412.31.5160; 4412.31.5165; 4412.31.5170; 
4412.31.5175; 4412.31.5235; 4412.31.5255; 
4412.31.5260; 4412.31.5262; 4412.31.5264; 
4412.31.5265; 4412.31.5266; 4412.31.5268; 
4412.31.5270; 4412.31.5275; 4412.31.6000; 
4412.31.6100; 4412.31.9100; 4412.31.9200; 
4412.32.0520; 4412.32.0540; 4412.32.0560; 
4412.32.0570; 4412.32.0620; 4412.32.0640; 
4412.32.0670; 4412.32.2510; 4412.32.2520; 
4412.32.2530; 4412.32.2610; 4412.32.2630; 
4412.32.3130; 4412.32.3135; 4412.32.3140; 
4412.32.3150; 4412.32.3155; 4412.32.3160; 
4412.32.3165; 4412.32.3170; 4412.32.3175; 
4412.32.3185; 4412.32.3235; 4412.32.3255; 
4412.32.3265; 4412.32.3275; 4412.32.3285; 
4412.32.5600; 4412.32.5700; 4412.33.0620; 
4412.33.0640; 4412.33.0670; 4412.33.2630; 
4412.33.3235; 4412.33.3255; 4412.33.3265; 
4412.33.3275; 4412.33.3285; 4412.33.5700; 
4412.34.2600; 4412.34.3235; 4412.34.3255; 
4412.34.3265; 4412.34.3275; 4412.34.3285; 
4412.34.5700; 4412.39.4051; 4412.39.4052; 
4412.39.4059; 4412.39.4061; 4412.39.4062; 
4412.39.4069; 4412.39.5050; 4412.41.0000; 
4412.42.0000; 4412.51.1030; 4412.51.1050; 
4412.51.3111; 4412.51.3121; 4412.51.3141; 
4412.51.3161; 4412.51.3175; 4412.51.4100; 
4412.52.1030; 4412.52.1050; 4412.52.3121; 
4412.52.3161; 4412.52.3175; 4412.52.4100; 
4412.91.0600; 4412.91.1020; 4412.91.1030; 
4412.91.1040; 4412.91.3110; 4412.91.3120; 
4412.91.3130; 4412.91.3140; 4412.91.3150; 
4412.91.3160; 4412.91.3170; 4412.91.4100; 
4412.92.0700; 4412.92.1120; 4412.92.1130; 
4412.92.1140; 4412.92.3120; 4412.92.3150; 
4412.92.3160; 4412.92.3170; 4412.92.4200; 
4412.94.1020; 4412.94.1030; 4412.94.1040; 
4412.94.1050; 4412.94.3110; 4412.94.3111; 
4412.94.3120; 4412.94.3121; 4412.94.3130; 
4412.94.3131; 4412.94.3140; 4412.94.3141; 
4412.94.3150; 4412.94.3160; 4412.94.3161; 
4412.94.3170; 4412.94.3171; 4412.94.3175; 
4412.94.4100; 4412.99.0600; 4412.99.1020; 
4412.99.1030; 4412.99.1040; 4412.99.3110; 
4412.99.3120; 4412.99.3130; 4412.99.3140; 
4412.99.3150; 4412.99.3160; 4412.99.3170; 
4412.99.4100; 4412.99.5100; 4412.99.5115; 
4412.99.5701; and 4412.99.5710. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may also enter under HTSUS 
subheadings 4412.10.9000; 4412.94.5100; 
4412.94.9500; 4412.99.6000; 4412.99.7000; 
4412.99.8000; 4412.99.9000; 4412.99.9500; 
9403.90.7005; 9403.90.7010; and 
9403.90.7080. 

The HTSUS codes are provided for the 
convenience of the U.S. government and 
customs purposes, and do not define the 

scope of the investigation. The written 
description of the merchandise under 
investigation is dispositive. 

Appendix II 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 

I. Summary 
II. Background 
III. Injury Test 
IV. Analysis of China’s Financial System 
V. Diversification of China’s Economy 
VI. Use of Facts Available and Adverse 

Inferences 
VII. Critical Circumstances 
VIII. Recommendation 

[FR Doc. 2026–01185 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–560–845] 

Hardwood and Decorative Plywood 
From Indonesia: Preliminary 
Affirmative Countervailing Duty 
Determination and Alignment of Final 
Determination With Final Antidumping 
Duty Determination 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily 
determines that countervailable 
subsidies are being provided to 
producers and exporters of hardwood 
and decorative plywood (plywood) from 
Indonesia. The period of investigation is 
January 1, 2024, through December 31, 
2024. Interested parties are invited to 
comment on this preliminary 
determination. 

DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Benito Ballesteros or Samuel Evans, AD/ 
CVD Operations, Office IX, Enforcement 
and Compliance, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone: 
(202) 482–7425 or (202) 482–2420, 
respectively. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

This preliminary determination is 
made in accordance with section 703(b) 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 
(the Act). Commerce published the 
notice of initiation of this investigation 
on June 16, 2025.1 On July 22, 2025, 
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Duty Investigations, 90 FR 25225 (June 16, 2025) 
(Initiation Notice). 

2 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam: Postponement of 
Preliminary Determinations in the Countervailing 
Duty Investigations, 90 FR 34415 (July 22, 2025). 

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

5 December 26, 2025 is a federal holiday. 
Commerce’s practice is that when a deadline falls 
on a weekend or federal holiday, the appropriate 
deadline is the next business day. See Notice of 
Clarification: Application of ‘‘Next Business Day’’ 
Rule for Administrative Determination Deadlines 
Pursuant to the Tariff Act of 1930, As Amended, 70 
FR 24533 (May 10, 2005). 

6 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for 
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination in the 
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood from Indonesia,’’ dated 
concurrently with, and hereby adopted by, this 
notice (Preliminary Decision Memorandum). 

7 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties, 
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997). 

8 See Initiation Notice. 
9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act 

regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E) 
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of 
the Act regarding specificity. 

10 See sections 776(a) and (b) of the Act. 
11See Petitioner’s Letter, ‘‘Request to Align 

Countervailing Duty Investigation Final 
Determinations with Antidumping Duty 
Investigation Final Determinations,’’ dated 
December 5, 2025. 

12 With two respondents under examination, 
Commerce normally calculates: (A) a weighted- 
average of the estimated subsidy rates calculated for 
the examined respondents; (B) a simple average of 
the estimated subsidy rates calculated for the 
examined respondents; and (C) a weighted-average 
of the estimated subsidy rates calculated for the 
examined respondents using each company’s 
publicly-ranged U.S. sale values for the 
merchandise under consideration. Commerce then 
compares (B) and (C) to (A) and selects the rate 
closest to (A) as the most appropriate rate for all 
other producers and exporters. See, e.g., Ball 
Bearings and Parts Thereof from France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, and the United Kingdom: Final Results 
of Antidumping Duty Administrative Reviews, Final 
Results of Changed-Circumstances Review, and 
Revocation of an Order in Part, 75 FR 53661, 53662 
(September 1, 2010), and accompanying Issues and 
Decision Memorandum at Comment 1. As complete 
public ranged sales data were available, Commerce 
based the all-others rate on the public ranged sales 
data of the mandatory respondents. For a complete 
analysis of the data, see Memorandum, ‘‘Calculation 
of the Subsidy Rate for All Other Companies,’’ 
dated concurrently with, and hereby adopted by, 
this notice. 

Commerce postponed the preliminary 
determination of this investigation.2 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
proceeding by 47 days.3 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.4 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination is now December 29, 
2025.5 

For a complete description of the 
events that followed the initiation of 
this investigation, see the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum.6 A list of topics 
discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum is included as Appendix 
II to this notice. The Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum is a public 
document and is on file electronically 
via Enforcement and Compliance’s 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty 
Centralized Electronic Service System 
(ACCESS). ACCESS is available to 
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete 
version of the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum can be accessed directly 
at https://access.trade.gov/public/ 
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx. 

Scope of the Investigation 

The product covered by this 
investigation is plywood from 
Indonesia. For a complete description of 
the scope of this investigation, see 
Appendix I. 

Scope Comments 

In accordance with the preamble to 
Commerce’s regulations,7 the Initiation 
Notice set aside a period of time for 
parties to raise issues regarding product 
coverage, (i.e., scope).8 Certain 
interested parties commented on the 
scope of the investigation as it appeared 
in the Initiation Notice. Commerce 
intends to issue its preliminary decision 
regarding comments concerning the 
scope of the less-than-fair-value (LTFV) 
and countervailing duty (CVD) 
investigations in the preliminary 
determination of the companion LTFV 
investigation. 

Methodology 

Commerce is conducting this 
investigation in accordance with section 
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy 
programs found countervailable, 
Commerce preliminarily determines 
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial 
contribution by an ‘‘authority’’ that 
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient, 
and that the subsidy is specific.9 

Commerce notes that, in making these 
findings, it relied, in part, on facts 
available and, because it finds that one 
or more respondents did not act to the 
best of their ability to respond to 
Commerce’s requests for information, it 
drew an adverse inference where 
appropriate in selecting from among the 
facts otherwise available.10 For further 
information, see the ‘‘Use of Facts 
Otherwise Available and Adverse 
Inferences’’ section in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum. 

Alignment 

As noted in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum, in accordance with 
section 705(a)(1) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.210(b)(4), Commerce is aligning the 
final countervailing duty (CVD) 
determination in this investigation with 
the final determination in the 
companion AD investigation of plywood 
from Indonesia based on a request made 
by the petitioner.11 Consequently, the 
final CVD determination will be issued 
on the same date as the final AD 
determination, which is currently 

scheduled to be issued no later than 
May 11, 2026, unless postponed. 

All-Others Rate 

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of 
the Act provide that in the preliminary 
determination, Commerce shall 
determine an estimated all-others rate 
for companies not individually 
examined. This rate shall be an amount 
equal to the weighted average of the 
estimated subsidy rates established for 
those companies individually 
examined, excluding any zero and de 
minimis rates and any rates based 
entirely under section 776 of the Act. In 
this investigation, Commerce calculated 
individual estimated countervailable 
subsidy rates for PT. Wijaya Cahaya 
Timber Tbk. (WCT) and PT. Sengon 
Indah Mas that are not zero, de minimis, 
or based entirely on facts otherwise 
available. Commerce calculated the all- 
others rate using a weighted average of 
the individual estimated subsidy rates 
calculated for the examined respondents 
using each company’s public ranged 
sales values for the merchandise under 
consideration.12 

Preliminary Determination 

Commerce preliminarily determines 
that the following estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates exist: 

Company 
Subsidy rate 

(percent 
ad valorem) 

PT. Mustika Buana Sejahtera * 128.66 
PT. Sengon Indah Mas 13 ..... 2.40 
PT. Wijaya Cahaya Timber 

Tbk.14 ................................ 62.68 
All Others .............................. 43.18 

* Rate is based on facts available with ad-
verse inferences. 
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13 As discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum, Commerce has found PT. Sengon 
Indah Mas to be cross owned with PT. Java Wood 
Industri. 

14 As discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum, Commerce has found the following 
companies to be cross-owned with WCT: PT Wijaya 
Triutama Plywood Industri, PT Fortuna Anugrah 
Sumber Terpadu, PT Semangat Maju Sentosa, PT 
Mandiri Sejahtera Jaya Abadi, PT Maju Aman 
Selalu, and Company A. Because WCT claimed 
business proprietary treatment for the name of 
Company A, we cannot disclose it here. For further 
information, see WCT’s Letter, WCT Response to 
Certain Portions of Supplemental Questionnaires,’’ 
dated September 5, 2025, at 4. 

15 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative 
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and 
Service Final Rule). 

16 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2). 
17 We use the term ‘‘issue’’ here to describe an 

argument that Commerce would normally address 
in a comment of the Issues and Decision 
Memorandum. 

18 See APO and Service Final Rule. 

Suspension of Liquidation 
In accordance with section 

703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act, 
Commerce will direct U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) to suspend 
liquidation of entries of subject 
merchandise as described in the scope 
of the investigation section entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after the date of 
publication of this notice in the Federal 
Register. Further, pursuant to 19 CFR 
351.205(d), Commerce will instruct CBP 
to require a cash deposit equal to the 
rates indicated above. 

Disclosure 
Commerce intends to disclose its 

calculations and analysis performed to 
interested parties in this preliminary 
determination within five days of its 
public announcement, or if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
of the date of this notice in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e), 
Commerce will analyze and, if 
appropriate, correct any timely 
allegations of significant ministerial 
errors by amending the preliminary 
determination. However, consistent 
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will 
not consider incomplete allegations that 
do not address the significance standard 
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the 
preliminary determination. Instead, 
Commerce will address such allegations 
in the final determination together with 
issues raised in the case briefs or other 
written comments. 

Verification 
As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the 

Act, Commerce intends to verify the 
information relied upon in making its 
final determination. 

Public Comment 
Case briefs or other written 

comments, excluding scope comments, 
may be submitted to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance no later than seven days 
after the date on which the last 
verification report is issued in this 

investigation. A timeline for the 
submission of case briefs and written 
comments will be notified to interested 
parties at a later date. Rebuttal briefs, 
limited to issues raised in the case 
briefs, may be filed not later than five 
days after the date for filing case 
briefs.15 Interested parties who submit 
case briefs or rebuttal briefs in this 
proceeding must submit: (1) a table of 
contents listing each issue; and (2) a 
table of authorities.16 

As provided under 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we 
request that interested parties provide at 
the beginning of their briefs a public, 
executive summary for each issue raised 
in their briefs.17 Further, we request that 
interested parties limit their executive 
summary of each issue to no more than 
450 words, not including citations. We 
intend to use the executive summaries 
as the basis of the comment summaries 
included in the issues and decision 
memorandum that will accompany the 
final determination in this investigation. 
We request that interested parties 
include footnotes for relevant citations 
in the executive summary of each issue. 
Note that Commerce has amended 
certain of its requirements pertaining to 
the service of documents in 19 CFR 
351.303(f).18 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), 
interested parties who wish to request a 
hearing, limited to issues raised in the 
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a 
written request to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance, U.S. Department of 
Commerce within 30 days after the date 
of publication of this notice. Requests 
should contain the party’s name, 
address, and telephone number, the 
number of participants, whether any 
participant is a foreign national, and a 
list of the issues to be discussed. If a 
request for a hearing is made, Commerce 
intends to hold the hearing at a time and 
date to be determined. Parties should 
confirm by telephone the date, time, and 
location of the hearing two days before 
the scheduled date. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
Notification 

In accordance with section 703(f) of 
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S. 
International Trade Commission (ITC) of 

its determination. If the final 
determination is affirmative, the ITC 
will determine before the later of 120 
days after the date of this preliminary 
determination or 45 days after the final 
determination whether imports of 
plywood from Indonesia are materially 
injuring, or threaten material injury to, 
the U.S. industry. 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published pursuant to sections 703(f) 
and 777(i) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.205(c). 

Dated: December 29, 2025. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix I 

Scope of the Investigation 
The merchandise covered by the 

investigation is hardwood and decorative 
plywood, and certain veneered panels as 
described below. For purposes of this 
investigation, hardwood and decorative 
plywood is defined as a generally flat, 
multilayered plywood or other veneered 
panel, consisting of two or more layers or 
plies of wood veneers in combination with a 
core or without a core. The veneers and, if 
present, the core are glued or otherwise 
bonded together. A hardwood and decorative 
plywood panel must have at least either the 
face or back veneer composed of one or more 
species of hardwood, softwood, or bamboo, 
regardless of any surface coverings. 
Hardwood and decorative plywood may 
include products that meet the American 
National Standard for Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood, ANSI/HPVA HP–1– 
2024 (including any revisions to that 
standard). 

For purposes of the investigation a 
‘‘veneer’’ is a slice of wood regardless of 
thickness which is cut, sliced or sawed from 
a log, bolt, or flitch. The face and back 
veneers are the outermost veneer of wood 
irrespective of additional surface coatings or 
covers as described below. The core of 
hardwood and decorative plywood (for those 
products that include a core) consists of the 
layer or layers of one or more material(s) that 
are situated between the face and back 
veneers. The core may be composed of a 
range of materials, including but not limited 
to hardwood, softwood, particleboard, or 
medium density fiberboard (MDF). 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope of the 
investigation regardless of whether or not the 
face and/or back veneers are surface coated 
or covered and whether or not such surface 
coating(s) or covers obscures the grain, 
textures, or markings of the wood. Examples 
of surface coatings and covers include, but 
are not limited to: ultra violet light cured 
polyurethanes; oil or oil-modified or water- 
based polyurethanes; wax; epoxy-ester 
finishes; moisture-cured urethanes; paints; 
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stains; paper; aluminum; high pressure 
laminate; MDF; medium density overlay 
(MDO); and phenolic film. Additionally, the 
face veneer of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may be sanded; smoothed or given 
a ‘‘distressed’’ appearance through such 
methods as hand-scraping or wire brushing. 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope even if it is 
trimmed; cut-tosize; notched; punched; 
drilled; or has undergone other forms of 
minor processing. All hardwood and 
decorative plywood is included within the 
scope of the investigation, without regard to 
dimension (overall thickness, thickness of 
face veneer, thickness of back veneer, 
thickness of core, thickness of inner veneers, 
width, or length). However, the most 
common panel sizes of hardwood and 
decorative plywood are 1219 × 1829 mm (48 
× 72 inches), 1219 × 2438 mm (48 × 96 
inches), and 1219 × 3048 mm (48 × 120 
inches). Subject merchandise also includes 
hardwood and decorative plywood that has 
been further processed in a third country, 
including but not limited to trimming, 
cutting, notching, punching, drilling, or any 
other processing that would not otherwise 
remove the merchandise from the scope of 
the investigation if performed in the country 
of manufacture of the in-scope product. 

The scope of the investigation excludes the 
following items: (1) structural plywood (also 
known as ‘‘industrial plywood’’ or 
‘‘industrial panels’’) that (a) is certified, 
manufactured, and stamped to meet U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
international standard intended for structural 
plywood), including, but not limited to, the 
‘‘bond performance’’ requirements and the 
performance criteria detailed in U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
international standard intended for structural 
plywood), and (b) where the relevant 
standard identifies core species 
requirements, has a core made entirely of one 
or more of the following wood species: 
Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas Fir), Larix 
occidentalis (Western Larch), Tsuga 
heterophylla (Western Hemlock), Abies 
balsamea (Balsam Pine/Balsam Fir), Abies 
magnifica (California Red Fir), Abies grandis 
(Grand Fir), Abies procera (Noble Fir), Abies 
amabilis (Pacific Silver Fir), Abies concolor 
(White Fir), Abies lasiocarpa (Subalpine Fir), 
Picea glauca (White Spruce), Picea 
engelmannii (Engelmann Spruce), Picea 
mariana (Black Spruce), Picea rubens (Red 
Spruce), Picea sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), 
Pinus banksiana (Jack Pine), Pinus taeda 
(Loblolly Southern Pine), Pinus palustris 
(Longleaf Southern Pine), Pinus echinata 
(Shortleaf Southern Pine), Pinus elliottii 
(Slash Southern Pine), Pinus serotina (Pond 
Pine), Pinus resinosa (Red Pine), Pinus 
virginiana (Virginia Pine), Pinus monticola 
(Western White Pine), Picea mariana (Black 
Spruce), Picea rubens (Red Spruce), Picea 
sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), Pinus contorta 
(Lodgepole Pine), Pinus strobus (Eastern 

White Pine), and Pinus lambertiana (Sugar 
Pine); (2) products which have a face and 
back veneer of cork; (3) hardwood plywood 
subject to the antidumping and 
countervailing duty orders on hardwood 
plywood from China. See Certain Hardwood 
Plywood Products from the People’s Republic 
of China: Amended Final Determination of 
Sales at Less Than Fair Value, and 
Antidumping Duty Order, 83 FR 504 (January 
4, 2018); and Certain Hardwood Plywood 
Products from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 83 FR 513 
(January 4, 2018); (4) multilayered wood 
flooring, as described in the antidumping 
duty and countervailing duty orders on 
multilayered wood flooring from China. See 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended Final 
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair 
Value and Antidumping Duty Order, 76 FR 
76690 (December 8, 2011); and Multilayered 
Wood Flooring from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 76 FR 
76693 (December 8, 2011), as amended by 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended 
Antidumping and Countervailing Orders, 77 
FR 5484 (February 3, 2012); (5) multilayered 
wood flooring with a face veneer of bamboo 
or composed entirely of bamboo; (6) plywood 
which has a shape or design other than a flat 
panel, with the exception of any minor 
processing described above; (7) products 
made entirely from bamboo and adhesives 
(also known as ‘‘solid bamboo’’); and (8) 
Phenolic Film Faced Plyform (PFF), also 
known as Phenolic Surface Film Plywood 
(PSF), defined as a panel with an ‘‘Exterior’’ 
or ‘‘Exposure 1’’ bond classification as is 
defined by The Engineered Wood 
Association, having an opaque phenolic film 
layer with a weight equal to or greater than 
90g/m3 permanently bonded on both the face 
and back veneers and an opaque, moisture 
resistant coating applied to the edges. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are wooden furniture goods 
that, at the time of importation, are fully 
assembled and are ready for their intended 
uses. Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation is ‘‘ready to assemble’’ (RTA) 
furniture. RTA furniture is defined as (A) 
furniture packaged for sale for ultimate 
purchase by an end-user that, at the time of 
importation, includes (1) all wooden 
components (in finished form) required to 
assemble a finished unit of furniture, (2) all 
accessory parts (e.g., screws, washers, 
dowels, nails, handles, knobs, adhesive 
glues) required to assemble a finished unit of 
furniture, and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of furniture; (B) unassembled bathroom 
vanity cabinets, having a space for one or 
more sinks, that are imported with all 
unassembled hardwood and hardwood 
plywood components that have been cut-to- 
final dimensional component shape/size, 
painted or stained prior to importation, and 
stacked within a singled shipping package, 
except for furniture feet which may be 
packed and shipped separately; or (C) 
unassembled bathroom vanity linen closets 
that are imported with all unassembled 
hardwood and hardwood plywood 

components that have been cut-to-final 
dimensional shape/size, painted or stained 
prior to importation, and stacked within a 
single shipping package, except for furniture 
feet which may be packed and shipped 
separately. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are kitchen cabinets that, at the 
time of importation, are fully assembled and 
are ready for their intended uses. Also 
excluded from the scope of the investigation 
are RTA kitchen cabinets. RTA kitchen 
cabinets are defined as kitchen cabinets 
packaged for sale for ultimate purchase by an 
end-user that, at the time of importation, 
includes: (1) all wooden components (in 
finished form) required to assemble a 
finished unit of cabinetry; (2) all accessory 
parts (e.g., screws, washers, dowels, nails, 
handles, knobs, hooks, adhesive glues) 
required to assemble a finished unit of 
cabinetry; and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of cabinetry. Excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are finished table tops, which 
are table tops imported in finished form with 
pre-cut or drilled openings to attach the 
underframe or legs. The table tops are ready 
for use at the time of import and require no 
further finishing or processing. Excluded 
from the scope of the investigation are 
finished countertops that are imported in 
finished form and require no further 
finishing or manufacturing. Also excluded 
from the scope of the investigation are 
laminated veneer lumber (‘‘LVL’’) door and 
window components with (1) a maximum 
width of 44 millimeters, a thickness from 30 
millimeters to 72 millimeters, and a length of 
less than 2413 millimeters, (2) water boiling 
point exterior adhesive, (3) a modulus of 
elasticity of 1,500,000 pounds per square 
inch or higher, (4) finger-jointed or lap- 
jointed core veneer with all layers oriented 
so that the grain is running parallel or with 
no more than 3 dispersed layers of veneer 
oriented with the grain running 
perpendicular to the other layers; and (5) top 
layer machined with a curved edge and one 
or more profile channels throughout. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are certain door stiles and rails 
made of LVL that have a width not to exceed 
50 millimeters, a thickness not to exceed 50 
millimeters, and a length of less than 2,450 
millimeters. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are finished two-ply products 
that are made of one ply of wood veneer and 
one ply of a non-wood veneer material and 
the two-ply product cannot be glued or 
otherwise adhered to additional plies or that 
are made of two plies of wood veneer and 
have undergone staining, cutting, notching, 
punching, drilling, or other processing on the 
surface of the veneer such that the two-ply 
product cannot be glued or otherwise 
adhered to additional plies. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood are primarily entered under the 
following HTSUS numbers: 4412.10.0500; 
4412.31.0520; 4412.31.0540; 4412.31.0560; 
4412.31.0620; 4412.31.0640; 4412.31.0660; 
4412.31.2510; 4412.31.2520; 4412.31.2610; 
4412.31.2620; 4412.31.4040; 4412.31.4050; 
4412.31.4060; 4412.31.4070; 4412.31.4080; 
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1 See Polypropylene Corrugated Boxes from the 
People’s Republic of China: Preliminary Affirmative 
Countervailing Duty Determination, and Alignment 
of Final Determination With Final Antidumping 
Duty Determination, 90 FR 40564 (August 20, 2025) 
(Preliminary Determination), and accompanying 
Preliminary Decision Memorandum (PDM). 

2 See Preliminary Determination, 90 FR at 40565. 

3 The petitioners are CoolSeal USA Inc., Inteplast 
Group Corporation, SeaCa Plastic Packaging, and 
Technology Container Corp. 

4 See Petitioners’ Letter, ‘‘Petitioners’ Letter in 
lieu of Case Brief,’’ dated September 19, 2025. 

5 See Memorandum, ‘‘Information Accompanying 
the Federal Register Notice for the Final 
Affirmative Countervailing Duty Determination,’’ 
dated concurrently with this notice. 

6 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

7 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of All Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

8 See Preliminary Determination, 90 FR at 40566. 
9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act 

regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E) 
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of 
the Act regarding specificity. 

4412.31.4140; 4412.31.4150; 4412.31.4155; 
4412.31.4160; 4412.31.4165; 4412.31.4180; 
4412.31.4200; 4412.31.4500; 4412.31.4850; 
4412.31.4860; 4412.31.4863; 4412.31.4865; 
4412.31.4866; 4412.31.4869; 4412.31.4875; 
4412.31.4880; 4412.31.5130; 4412.31.5135; 
4412.31.5150; 4412.31.5155; 4412.31.5160; 
4412.31.5165; 4412.31.5170; 4412.31.5175; 
4412.31.5235; 4412.31.5255; 4412.31.5260; 
4412.31.5262; 4412.31.5264; 4412.31.5265; 
4412.31.5266; 4412.31.5268; 4412.31.5270; 
4412.31.5275; 4412.31.6000; 4412.31.6100; 
4412.31.9100; 4412.31.9200; 4412.32.0520; 
4412.32.0540; 4412.32.0560; 4412.32.0570; 
4412.32.0620; 4412.32.0640; 4412.32.0670; 
4412.32.2510; 4412.32.2520; 4412.32.2530; 
4412.32.2610; 4412.32.2630; 4412.32.3130; 
4412.32.3135; 4412.32.3140; 4412.32.3150; 
4412.32.3155; 4412.32.3160; 4412.32.3165; 
4412.32.3170; 4412.32.3175; 4412.32.3185; 
4412.32.3235; 4412.32.3255; 4412.32.3265; 
4412.32.3275; 4412.32.3285; 4412.32.5600; 
4412.32.5700; 4412.33.0620; 4412.33.0640; 
4412.33.0670; 4412.33.2630; 4412.33.3235; 
4412.33.3255; 4412.33.3265; 4412.33.3275; 
4412.33.3285; 4412.33.5700; 4412.34.2600; 
4412.34.3235; 4412.34.3255; 4412.34.3265; 
4412.34.3275; 4412.34.3285; 4412.34.5700; 
4412.39.4051; 4412.39.4052; 4412.39.4059; 
4412.39.4061; 4412.39.4062; 4412.39.4069; 
4412.39.5050; 4412.41.0000; 4412.42.0000; 
4412.51.1030; 4412.51.1050; 4412.51.3111; 
4412.51.3121; 4412.51.3141; 4412.51.3161; 
4412.51.3175; 4412.51.4100; 4412.52.1030; 
4412.52.1050; 4412.52.3121; 4412.52.3161; 
4412.52.3175; 4412.52.4100; 4412.91.0600; 
4412.91.1020; 4412.91.1030; 4412.91.1040; 
4412.91.3110; 4412.91.3120; 4412.91.3130; 
4412.91.3140; 4412.91.3150; 4412.91.3160; 
4412.91.3170; 4412.91.4100; 4412.92.0700; 
4412.92.1120; 4412.92.1130; 4412.92.1140; 
4412.92.3120; 4412.92.3150; 4412.92.3160; 
4412.92.3170; 4412.92.4200; 4412.94.1020; 
4412.94.1030; 4412.94.1040; 4412.94.1050; 
4412.94.3110; 4412.94.3111; 4412.94.3120; 
4412.94.3121; 4412.94.3130; 4412.94.3131; 
4412.94.3140; 4412.94.3141; 4412.94.3150; 
4412.94.3160; 4412.94.3161; 4412.94.3170; 
4412.94.3171; 4412.94.3175; 4412.94.4100; 
4412.99.0600; 4412.99.1020; 4412.99.1030; 
4412.99.1040; 4412.99.3110; 4412.99.3120; 
4412.99.3130; 4412.99.3140; 4412.99.3150; 
4412.99.3160; 4412.99.3170; 4412.99.4100; 
4412.99.5100; 4412.99.5115; 4412.99.5701; 
and 4412.99.5710. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may also enter under HTSUS 
subheadings 4412.10.9000; 4412.94.5100; 
4412.94.9500; 4412.99.6000; 4412.99.7000; 
4412.99.8000; 4412.99.9000; 4412.99.9500; 
9403.90.7005; 9403.90.7010; and 
9403.90.7080. The HTSUS codes are 
provided for the convenience of the U.S. 
government and customs purposes, and do 
not define the scope of the investigation. The 
written description of the merchandise under 
investigation is dispositive. 

Appendix II 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 
I. Summary 
II. Background 
III. New Subsidy Allegations 
IV. Injury Test 
V. Application of Facts Available and 

Adverse Inferences 
VI. Subsidies Valuation 
VII. Benchmarks and Interest Rates 
VIII. Analysis of Programs 
IX. Recommendation 

[FR Doc. 2026–01186 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–570–208] 

Polypropylene Corrugated Boxes From 
the People’s Republic of China: Final 
Affirmative Countervailing Duty 
Determination 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) determines that 
countervailable subsidies are being 
provided to producers and exporters of 
polypropylene corrugated boxes 
(corrugated boxes) from the People’s 
Republic of China (China). The period 
of investigation is January 1, 2024, 
through December 31, 2024. 
DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rachel Accorsi or Shane Subler, AD/ 
CVD Operations, Office VIII, 
Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington, 
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482–3149 or 
(202) 482–6241, respectively. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

On August 20, 2025, Commerce 
published in the Federal Register the 
Preliminary Determination in this 
investigation and invited interested 
parties to comment.1 In the Preliminary 
Determination, and in accordance with 
section 705(a)(1) of the Tariff Act of 
1930, as amended (the Act) and 19 CFR 
351.210(b)(4), Commerce aligned the 
final countervailing duty (CVD) 
determination with the final 
determination in the companion less- 
than-fair-value (LTFV) investigation of 
corrugated boxes from China.2 On 
September 19, 2025, Commerce received 
a timely letter in lieu of a case brief from 

the petitioners 3 stating that Commerce 
should make no changes to the 
Preliminary Determination.4 Based on 
our review, we made changes to the 
selected non-responsive company rate 
based on facts available with adverse 
inferences (AFA).5 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
proceedings by 47 days.6 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filled via Enforcement 
and Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.7 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this final determination is 
now January 15, 2026. 

Scope of the Investigation 
The product covered by this 

investigation is corrugated boxes from 
China. For a complete description of the 
scope of this investigation, see the 
appendix to this notice. 

Scope Comments 
We received no comments from 

interested parties on the scope of the 
investigation as it appeared in the 
Preliminary Determination.8 Therefore, 
we made no changes to the scope of the 
investigation. 

Methodology 
Commerce conducted this 

investigation in accordance with section 
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy 
programs found to be countervailable, 
Commerce determines that there is a 
subsidy, i.e., a financial contribution by 
an ‘‘authority’’ that gives rise to a 
benefit to the recipient, and that the 
subsidy is specific.9 In making this final 
determination, Commerce relied on 
facts available, including with an 
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10 See Preliminary Determination, 90 FR at 
40565–66. 

11 See Preliminary Determination PDM at 8–12. 

adverse inference, pursuant to sections 
776(a) and (b) of the Act. For a full 
discussion of our application of AFA, 
see the section ‘‘Use of Facts Otherwise 
Available and Application of Adverse 
Inferences’’ in the Preliminary 
Determination PDM. 

Verification 

Because the non-responsive 
companies did not participate in this 
investigation and because the 
Government of China (GOC) did not 
provide information Commerce 
requested, Commerce did not conduct a 
verification in this investigation.10 

All-Others Rate 

Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of 
the Act provide that Commerce shall 
determine an estimated all-others rate 
for companies not individually 
examined. Pursuant to section 
705(c)(5)(A)(ii) of the Act, if the 
individual estimated countervailable 
subsidy rates established for all 
exporters and producers individually 
examined are zero, de minimis, or 
determined based entirely on section 
776 of the Act, Commerce may use any 
reasonable method to establish the 
estimated subsidy rate for all other 
producers or exporters. In this 
investigation, Commerce has 
determined the estimated subsidy rate 

for the individually examined 
respondents under section 776 of the 
Act. This is the only rate available in 
this proceeding for deriving the all- 
others rate. Consequently, pursuant to 
sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A)(ii) of 
the Act, Commerce established the all- 
others rate by applying the 
countervailable subsidy rate assigned to 
the non-responsive companies listed 
below. For a full description of the 
methodology underlying Commerce’s 
analysis, see the Preliminary 
Determination PDM.11 

Final Determination 

Commerce determines that the 
following estimated countervailable 
subsidy rates exist: 

Company Subsidy rate 
(percent ad valorem) 

Dongguan Jian Xin Plastic Products ................................................................................................................................... * 62.27 
Jinan Mantis Co Ltd ............................................................................................................................................................. * 62.27 
Ningbo Luchen Packaging Technology Co., Ltd ................................................................................................................. * 62.27 
Shandong PPKG I&E Co. Ltd ............................................................................................................................................. * 62.27 
Suzhou Huiyuan Plastic Products Co ................................................................................................................................. * 62.27 
All Others ............................................................................................................................................................................. 62.27 

* Rate is based on facts available with adverse inferences. 

Disclosure 

Commerce intends to disclose its 
calculations and analysis performed to 
interested parties in this final 
determination within five days of any 
public announcement, or if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
of the date of the publication of this 
notice in the Federal Register, in 
accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 

Continuation of Suspension of 
Liquidation 

In accordance with sections 
703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act, 
Commerce instructed U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) to collect cash 
deposits and suspend liquidation of 
entries of subject merchandise from 
China as described in the scope of the 
investigation section entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after August 20, 
2025, the date of publication of the 
Preliminary Determination in the 
Federal Register, at the cash deposit 
rate indicated above. In accordance with 
section 703(d) of the Act, we instructed 
CBP to discontinue the suspension of 
liquidation of all entries of subject 
merchandise entered or withdrawn from 
the warehouse, on or after December 18, 
2025, but to continue the suspension of 
liquidation of all entries of subject 

merchandise on or before December 17, 
2025. 

If the U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) issues a final 
affirmative injury determination, we 
will issue a CVD order, reinstate the 
suspension of liquidation under section 
706(a) of the Act, and require a cash 
deposit of estimated countervailing 
duties for such entries of subject 
merchandise in the amounts indicated 
above. If the ITC determines that 
material injury, or threat of material 
injury, does not exist, this proceeding 
will be terminated, and all estimated 
duties deposited, or securities posted as 
a result of the suspension of liquidation 
will be refunded or canceled. 

ITC Notification 
In accordance with section 705(d) of 

the Act, Commerce will notify the ITC 
of its final affirmative determination 
that countervailable subsidies are being 
provided to producers and exporters of 
corrugated boxes from China. As 
Commerce’s final determination is 
affirmative, in accordance with section 
705(b) of the Act, the ITC will 
determine, within 45 days, whether the 
domestic industry in the United States 
is materially injured, or threatened with 
material injury, by reason of imports of 
corrugated boxes from China. In 
addition, we are making available to the 

ITC all non-privileged and non- 
proprietary information related to this 
investigation. We will allow the ITC 
access to all privileged and business 
proprietary information in our files, 
provided the ITC confirms that it will 
not disclose such information, either 
publicly or under administrative 
protective order (APO), without the 
written consent of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance. 

If the ITC determines that material 
injury or threat of material injury does 
not exist, this proceeding will be 
terminated and all cash deposits will be 
refunded or canceled, as Commerce 
determines to be appropriate. If the ITC 
determines that such injury does exist, 
Commerce intends to issue a 
countervailing duty order directing CBP 
to assess, upon further instruction by 
Commerce, countervailing duties on all 
imports of the subject merchandise that 
are entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse, for consumption on or after 
the effective date of the suspension of 
liquidation, as discussed above in the 
‘‘Continuation of Suspension of 
Liquidation’’ section. 

Administrative Protective Order 
In the event that the ITC issues a final 

negative injury determination, this 
notice will serve as the only reminder 
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1 See Fiberglass Door Panels from the People’s 
Republic of China: Initiation of Less-Than-Fair- 
Value Investigation, 90 FR 15684 (April 15, 2025) 
(Initiation Notice). 

2 See Fiberglass Door Panels from the People’s 
Republic of China: Postponement of Preliminary 
Determinations of Less-Than-Fair Value 
Investigation, 90 FR 38725 (August 12, 2025). 

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

5 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for 
the Preliminary Determination in the Less-Than- 
Fair-Value Investigation of Fiberglass Door Panels 
from the People’s Republic of China,’’ dated 
concurrently with, and hereby adopted by, this 
notice (Preliminary Decision Memorandum). 

to parties subject to the APO of their 
responsibility concerning the 
destruction of proprietary information 
disclosed under APO, in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3). Timely 
written notification of the return/ 
destruction of APO materials or 
conversion to judicial protective order is 
hereby requested. Failure to comply 
with the regulations and terms of an 
APO is a violation which is subject to 
sanction. 

Notification to Interested Parties 

This determination is issued and 
published pursuant to sections 705(d) 
and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR 
351.210(c). 

Dated: January 15, 2026. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix 

Scope of the Investigation 

The merchandise covered by this 
investigation is polypropylene corrugated 
boxes. Polypropylene corrugated boxes are 
boxes, bins, totes, or other load-bearing 
containers made for holding goods, that are 
made of corrugated polypropylene sheets, 
also known as polypropylene hollow core 
sheets, polypropylene fluted sheets, 
polypropylene twin wall sheets, or multi 
wall sheets. Such polypropylene sheets are 
‘‘corrugated,’’ ‘‘fluted,’’ or ‘‘hollow core,’’ 
meaning the inside of the sheet contains 
channels or pockets of air which make the 
sheets lightweight, while retaining strength 
and durability. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are typically produced from a plastic 
resin consisting of 50 percent or more 
polypropylene. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are covered by the scope irrespective 
of the particular mix of polypropylene homo- 
polymer, polypropylene co-polymer, 
recycled or virgin polypropylene, or ancillary 
chemicals such as electrostatic agents or 
flame retardants. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are formed by corrugated 
polypropylene sheets cut to length, die-cut 
into specific box shapes, and may be cut or 
scored to allow each side of the box to be 
folded into shape. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes may include a tab or attached portion 
of polypropylene corrugated sheet 
(commonly referred to as a ‘‘manufacturer’s 
joint’’) that has been cut, slotted, or scored 
to facilitate the formation of the box by 
stapling, gluing, welding, or taping the sides 
together to form a tight seal. One-piece 
polypropylene corrugated boxes are die-cut 
or otherwise formed so that the top, bottom, 
and sides form a single, contiguous unit. 
Two-piece polypropylene corrugated boxes 
are those with a folded bottom and a folded 
top as separate pieces. Multi-piece 
polypropylene corrugated boxes are those 
with separate bottoms and tops that are fitted 
to a single folded piece comprising the sides 

of the box. Polypropylene corrugated boxes 
may be printed with ink or digital designs. 

The subject merchandise includes 
polypropylene corrugated boxes with or 
without handles, with or without lids or tops, 
with or without reinforcing wire, whether in 
a one-piece, two-piece, or multi-piece 
configuration, and whether folded into shape 
or in an unfolded form. The subject 
merchandise includes all polypropylene 
corrugated boxes regardless of size, shape, or 
dimension. The subject merchandise also 
includes polypropylene corrugated box lids 
or tops when imported separately from 
polypropylene corrugated boxes. 

The products subject to this investigation 
are currently classified in the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
under statistical reporting number 
3923.10.9000. Although the HTSUS 
statistical reporting number is provided for 
convenience and customs purposes, the 
written description of the merchandise is 
dispositive. 

[FR Doc. 2026–01177 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[A–570–209] 

Fiberglass Door Panels From the 
People’s Republic of China: 
Preliminary Affirmative Determination 
of Sales at Less Than Fair Value, 
Postponement of Final Determination 
and Extension of Provisional Measures 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily 
determines that fiberglass door panels 
from the People’s Republic of China 
(China) are being, or are likely to be, 
sold in the United States at less than fair 
value (LTFV). The period of 
investigation (POI) is July 1, 2024, 
through December 31, 2024. Interested 
parties are invited to comment on this 
preliminary determination. 
DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Samuel Frost or Miranda Bourdeau, AD/ 
CVD Operations, Office V, Enforcement 
and Compliance, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone: 
(202) 482–8180 or (202) 482–2021, 
respectively. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

This preliminary determination is 
made in accordance with section 733(b) 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 

(the Act). Commerce published the 
notice of initiation of this investigation 
in the Federal Register on April 15, 
2025.1 On August 12, 2025 Commerce 
postponed the preliminary 
determination of this investigation by 50 
days.2 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
proceedings by 47 days.3 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.4 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination is now December 23, 
2025. 

For a complete description of the 
events that followed the initiation of 
this investigation, see the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum.5 A list of topics 
included in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum is included as Appendix 
II to this notice. The Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum is a public 
document and is on file electronically 
via Enforcement and Compliance’s 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty 
Centralized Electronic Service System 
(ACCESS). ACCESS is available to 
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete 
version of the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum can be accessed directly 
at https://access.trade.gov/public/ 
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx. 

Scope of the Investigation 

The products covered by this 
investigation are fiberglass door panels 
from China. For a complete description 
of the scope of this investigation, see 
Appendix I. 
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6 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties, 
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997) 
(Preamble). 

7 See Initiation Notice, 89 FR at 58117. 
8 See Memorandum, ‘‘Antidumping and 

Countervailing Duty Investigations of Fiberglass 
Door Panels from the People’s Republic of China: 

Preliminary Scope Decision Memorandum,’’ dated 
concurrently with this preliminary determination 
(Preliminary Scope Decision Memorandum). 

9 See Initiation Notice, 90 FR at 15687. 
10 See Enforcement and Compliance’s Policy 

Bulletin No. 05.1, regarding, ‘‘Separate-Rates 
Practice and Application of Combination Rates in 

Antidumping Investigations involving Non-Market 
Economy Countries,’’ (April 5, 2005) (Policy 
Bulletin 05.1), available on Commerce’s website at 
https://enforcement.trade.gov/policy/bull05-1.pdf. 

11 See Preliminary Decision Memorandum. 

Scope Comments 

In accordance with the Preamble to 
Commerce’s regulations,6 in the 
Initiation Notice, Commerce set aside a 
period of time for parties to raise issues 
regarding product coverage (i.e., scope).7 
Certain interested parties commented on 
the scope of the investigation as it 
appeared in the Initiation Notice. For a 
summary of the product coverage 
comments and rebuttal responses 
submitted on the record of this 
investigation, and accompanying 
discussion and analysis of all comments 
timely received, see the Preliminary 
Scope Decision Memorandum.8 As 
discussed in the Preliminary Scope 
Decision Memorandum, Commerce 
preliminarily modified the scope 
language as it appeared in the Initiation 
Notice. In the Preliminary Scope 
Decision Memorandum, Commerce 
established the deadline for parties to 
submit scope case and rebuttal briefs. 

Methodology 

Commerce is conducting this 
investigation in accordance with section 
731 of the Act. Commerce has 
calculated export prices in accordance 
with section 772(a) of the Act. 
Commerce has calculated constructed 

export prices in accordance with section 
772(b) of the Act. Because China is a 
non-market economy (NME), within the 
meaning of section 771(18) of the Act, 
Commerce has calculated normal value 
in accordance with section 773(c) of the 
Act. Furthermore, pursuant to sections 
776(a) and (b) of the Act, Commerce 
preliminarily has relied upon facts 
otherwise available, with adverse 
inferences, for the China-wide entity. 
For a full description of the 
methodology underlying Commerce’s 
preliminary determination, see the 
Preliminary Decision Memorandum. 

Combination Rates 
In the Initiation Notice,9 Commerce 

stated that it would calculate producer/ 
exporter combination rates for the 
respondents that are eligible for a 
separate rate in this investigation. Policy 
Bulletin 05.1 describes this practice.10 

Separate Rates 
We have preliminarily granted a 

separate rate to certain companies that 
we did not select for individual 
examination.11 In calculating the rate for 
non-individually examined separate rate 
respondents in an NME LTFV 
investigation, Commerce normally looks 
to section 735(c)(5)(A) of the Act, which 

pertains to the calculation of the all- 
others rate in a market economy LTFV 
investigation, for guidance. Pursuant to 
section 735(c)(5)(A) of the Act, normally 
this rate shall be an amount equal to the 
weighted average of the estimated 
weighted-average dumping margins 
established for those companies 
individually examined, excluding zero 
and de minimis dumping margins, and 
any dumping margins based entirely 
under section 776 of the Act. Commerce 
calculated individual estimated 
weighted-average dumping margins for 
Dalian Capstone Engineering Co., Ltd. 
(Dalian Capstone) and Jiangxi Fangda 
Tech Co., Ltd. (Jiangxi Fangda) that are 
not zero, de minimis, or based entirely 
on facts otherwise available. Thus, we 
assigned a margin to the non-examined, 
separate rate companies based on a 
simple average of the estimated 
weighted-average dumping margins 
calculated for Dalian Capstone and 
Jiangxi Fangda, as listed below. See the 
table below in the ‘‘Preliminary 
Determination’’ section of this notice. 

Preliminary Determination 

Commerce preliminarily determines 
that the following estimated weighted- 
average dumping margins exist: 

Producer Exporter 

Weighted- 
average 
dumping 
margin 

(percent) 

Cash deposit 
rate 

(adjusted 
for subsidy 

offsets) 
(percent) 

Anhui Xinyu Fiberglass Door Co., Ltd .......................... Anhui Xinyu Fiberglass Door Co., Ltd .......................... 68.93 68.87 
Wuxi Lutong Fiberglass Doors Co., Ltd ....................... East Grace Corporation ................................................ 68.93 68.87 
Dalian Capstone Engineering Co., Ltd ......................... Dalian Capstone Engineering Co., Ltd ......................... 38.78 38.75 
Jiangxi Fangda Tech Co., Ltd./Jiangxi Hangda Tech 

Co., Ltd./Jiangxi Onda Tech Co., Ltd.
Jiangxi Fangda Tech Co., Ltd./Jiangxi Hangda Tech 

Co., Ltd./Jiangxi Onda Tech Co., Ltd.
99.49 99.40 

Wuxi Lutong Fiberglass Door Co., Ltd ......................... Wuxi Xinli New Material Co., Ltd ................................. 68.93 68.87 
China-Wide Entity ......................................................... ....................................................................................... * 147.85 147.82 

* This rate is based on facts available with adverse inferences. 

Disclosure 

Commerce intends to disclose its 
calculations and analysis performed to 
interested parties in this preliminary 
determination within five days of any 
public announcement or, if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
of the date of publication of this notice 
in the Federal Register in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e), 
Commerce will analyze and, if 

appropriate, correct any timely 
allegations of significant ministerial 
errors by amending the preliminary 
determination. However, consistent 
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will 
not consider incomplete allegations that 
do not address the significance standard 
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the 
preliminary determination. Instead, 
Commerce will address such allegations 
in the final determination together with 

issues raised in the case briefs or other 
written comments. 

Suspension of Liquidation 
In accordance with section 733(d)(2) 

of the Act, Commerce will direct U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to 
suspend liquidation of subject 
merchandise as described in the scope 
of the investigation section entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after the date of 
publication of this notice in the Federal 
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12 Case and rebuttal briefs submitted in response 
to this preliminary determination should not 
include scope-related issues. See 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(1)(i); see also 19 CFR 351.303 (for 
general filing requirements). 

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative 
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and 
Service Final Rule). 

14 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2). 
15 We use the term ‘‘issue’’ here to describe an 

argument that Commerce would normally address 
in a comment of the Issues and Decision 
Memorandum. 

16 See APO and Service Final Rule. 

17 See Dalian Capstone’s Letter, ‘‘Request to 
Postpone the Deadline for the Final Determination,’’ 
dated December 4, 2025. 

Register, as discussed below. Further, 
pursuant to section 733(d)(1)(B) of the 
Act and 19 CFR 351.205(d), Commerce 
will instruct CBP to require a cash 
deposit equal to the weighted average 
amount by which normal value exceeds 
U.S. price, as indicated in the chart 
above as follows: (1) for the producer/ 
exporter combinations listed in the table 
above, the cash deposit rate is equal to 
the estimated weighted-average 
dumping margin listed for that 
combination in the table; (2) for all 
combinations of Chinese producers/ 
exporters of merchandise under 
consideration that have not established 
eligibility for their own separate rates, 
the cash deposit rate will be equal to the 
estimated weighted-average dumping 
margin established for the China-wide 
entity; and (3) for all third-country 
exporters of merchandise under 
consideration not listed in the table 
above, the cash deposit rate is the cash 
deposit rate applicable to the Chinese 
producer/exporter combination (or the 
China-wide entity) that supplied that 
third-country exporter. 

To determine the cash deposit rate, 
Commerce normally adjusts the 
estimated weighted-average dumping 
margin by the amount of export 
subsidies determined in a companion 
countervailing duty (CVD) proceeding 
when CVD provisional measures are in 
effect. Accordingly, where Commerce 
has made a preliminary affirmative 
determination for export subsidies, 
Commerce has offset the calculated 
estimated weighted-average dumping 
margin by the appropriate rate(s). Any 
such adjusted rates may be found in the 
chart of estimated weighted-average 
dumping margins above. 

Should provisional measures in the 
companion CVD investigation expire 
prior to the expiration of provisional 
measures in this LTFV investigation, 
Commerce will direct CBP to begin 
collecting cash deposits at a rate equal 
to the estimated weighted-average 
dumping margins calculated in this 
preliminary determination unadjusted 
for the export subsidies at the time the 
CVD provisional measures expire. 

These suspension of liquidation 
instructions will remain in effect until 
further notice. 

Verification 
As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the 

Act, Commerce intends to verify 
information relied upon in making its 
final determination. 

Public Comment 
Case briefs or other written non- 

scope-related comments may be 
submitted to the Assistant Secretary for 

Enforcement and Compliance no later 
than seven days after the date on which 
the last verification report is issued in 
this investigation.12 Rebuttal briefs, 
limited to issues raised in the case 
briefs, may be filed not later than five 
days after the date for filing case 
briefs.13 Interested parties who submit 
case briefs or rebuttal briefs in this 
proceeding must submit: (1) a table of 
contents listing each issue; and (2) a 
table of authorities.14 

As provided under 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we 
request that interested parties provide at 
the beginning of their briefs a public, 
executive summary for each issue raised 
in their briefs.15 Further, we request that 
interested parties limit their executive 
summary of each issue to no more than 
450 words, not including citations. We 
intend to use the executive summaries 
as the basis of the comment summaries 
included in the issues and decision 
memorandum that will accompany the 
final determination in this investigation. 
We request that interested parties 
include footnotes for relevant citations 
in the executive summary of each issue. 
Note that Commerce has amended 
certain of its requirements pertaining to 
the service of documents in 19 CFR 
351.303(f).16 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), 
interested parties who wish to request a 
hearing, limited to issues raised in the 
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a 
written request to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, within 30 days after the date 
of publication of this notice. Requests 
should contain the party’s name, 
address, and telephone number, the 
number of participants, whether any 
participant is a foreign national, and a 
list of the issues to be discussed. If a 
request for a hearing is made, Commerce 
intends to hold the hearing at a time and 
date to be determined. Parties should 
confirm by telephone the date, time, and 
location of the hearing two days before 
the scheduled date. 

Postponement of Final Determination 
and Extension of Provisional Measures 

Section 735(a)(2) of the Act provides 
that a final determination may be 
postponed until not later than 135 days 
after the date of the publication of the 
preliminary determination if, in the 
event of an affirmative preliminary 
determination, a request for such 
postponement is made by exporters who 
account for a significant proportion of 
exports of the subject merchandise, or in 
the event of a negative preliminary 
determination, a request for such 
postponement is made by the 
petitioners. Pursuant to 19 CFR 
351.210(e)(2), Commerce requires that 
requests by respondents for 
postponement of a final antidumping 
determination be accompanied by a 
request for extension of provisional 
measures from a four-month period to a 
period not more than six months in 
duration. 

On December 4, 2025, pursuant to 19 
CFR 351.210(e), Dalian Capstone 
requested that, in the event of an 
affirmative preliminary determination, 
Commerce postpone the final 
determination and that provisional 
measures be extended to a period not to 
exceed six months.17 In accordance with 
section 735(a)(2)(A) of the Act and 19 
CFR 351.210(b)(2)(ii), because: (1) the 
preliminary determination is 
affirmative; (2) the requesting exporter 
accounts for a significant proportion of 
exports of the subject merchandise; and 
(3) no compelling reasons for denial 
exist, Commerce is postponing the final 
determination and extending the 
provisional measures from a four-month 
period to a period not greater than six 
months. Accordingly, Commerce will 
make its final determination no later 
than 135 days after the date of 
publication of this preliminary 
determination. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
Notification 

In accordance with section 733(f) of 
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S. 
International Trade Commission (ITC) of 
its preliminary determination of sales at 
LTFV. If the final determination is 
affirmative, the ITC will determine 
before the later of 120 days after the date 
of this preliminary determination or 45 
days after the final determination 
whether imports of the subject 
merchandise are materially injuring, or 
threaten material injury to, the U.S. 
industry. 
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1 See Polypropylene Corrugated Boxes from the 
People’s Republic of China: Preliminary Affirmative 
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair Value, 90 
FR 19182 (August 28, 2025) (Preliminary 
Determination), and accompanying Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum (PDM). 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published in accordance with sections 
733(f) and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19 
CFR 351.205(c). 

Dated: December 23, 2025. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix I 

Scope of the Investigation 
The merchandise covered by this 

investigation consists of fiberglass door 
panels, including fiberglass sidelites, 
whether finished or unfinished, whether 
assembled or unassembled, whether pre- 
hung or included in an entry door system. 
The subject fiberglass door panels consist of 
at least one fiberglass skin, and may contain 
(1) frames typically made of wood or 
composite stiles, bottom rails, and top rails, 
(2) binding materials, including adhesives or 
fasteners, and (3) insulation foam or other 
insulating material, and may be assembled 
with glass lites (glass that is ultimately 
installed in the fiberglass door panel). 
Fiberglass sidelites (or ‘‘sidelights’’) are 
typically smaller in width than fiberglass 
door panels, and consist of at least one 
fiberglass skin, and may contain (1) frames 
typically made of wood or composite stiles, 
bottom rails, and top rails, (2) binding 
materials, including adhesives or fasteners, 
and (3) insulation foam or other insulating 
material, and may be assembled with glass 
lites (glass that is ultimately installed in the 
fiberglass sidelite). Subject merchandise 
includes fiberglass door panels and sidelites 
whether the fiberglass skin surface is painted 
or unpainted, contains or does not contain 
cut-outs for door components, or assembled 
or unassembled with glass lites in the door. 

The country of origin of the fiberglass door 
panel is determined by where the fiberglass 
door skin is pressed. 

Fiberglass door panels and sidelites are 
covered by the investigation whether they are 
imported attached to, or in conjunction with 
door components and accessories (including 
but not limited to door jambs, door handles, 
locks, hinges, door stoppers, door kicks, door 
thresholds, door sills, and trim), in a pre- 
hung door system, or an entry door system. 
Subject fiberglass door panels and sidelites 
are covered whether or not they are 
accompanied by other parts. However, if a 
subject fiberglass door panel or sidelite is 
imported in a pre-hung door system or entry 
door system, only the fiberglass door panel 
and sidelite, including when assembled with 
glass lites or when the glass lites are shipped 
with the subject merchandise for further 
assembly, are covered by the scope. Door 
components and accessories (including but 
not limited to transoms, door jambs, door 
handles, locks, hinges, door stoppers, door 
kicks, door thresholds, door sills, and trim) 
are not included in the scope when imported 
with a fiberglass door panel or sidelite, 
including when such components or 
accessories are assembled to a fiberglass door 

panel or sidelite, or when imported 
separately. Subject merchandise may be 
impact-rated to withstand hurricane force 
wind loads and may be reinforced with steel 
sheet or plate. Impact-rated doors may be 
certified to Testing Application Standards 
(TAS) 201/202/203–94/and American Society 
for Testing and Materials (ASTM) E330–02/ 
14/M–14, E1886–05/13a/, or E1996–09/14a. 

Subject merchandise may be fire-rated for 
up to 90 minutes and may contain flame 
retardant composites, including, but not 
limited to flame retardant foam or mineral 
core materials, including but not limited to 
low density calcium silicate. Fire-rated doors 
generally satisfy the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 252 Standard Methods of 
Fire Tests of Door Assemblies and UL10(b) 
and (c)-Standard for Safety-Fire Tests of Door 
Assemblies. 

Subject merchandise also includes 
fiberglass door panels and sidelites that have 
been processed in a third country, including 
but not limited to one or more of the 
following: filling with insulation foam, 
trimming, cutting, notching, punching, 
drilling, painting, finishing, assembly, or any 
other processing that would not otherwise 
remove the merchandise from the scope of 
the investigation if performed in the country 
of manufacture of the in-scope product. The 
inclusion of other parts, such as door 
components and accessories (including but 
not limited to door jambs, door handles, 
locks, hinges, door stoppers, door kicks, door 
thresholds, door sills, and trim) in a third 
country does not remove the fiberglass door 
panels and sidelites from the scope. 

Excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are all products covered by the 
scope of the antidumping duty and 
countervailing duty orders on wood 
mouldings and millwork products from 
China. See Wood Mouldings and Millwork 
Products from the People’s Republic of 
China: Amended Final Antidumping Duty 
Determination and Antidumping Duty Order, 
86 FR 9486 (February 16, 2021); and Wood 
Mouldings and Millwork Products from the 
People’s Republic of China: Countervailing 
Duty Order, 86 FR 9484 (February 16, 2021). 

Excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are all products covered by the 
scope of the antidumping duty and 
countervailing duty proceedings on float 
glass products from China. See Float Glass 
Products from the People’s Republic of China 
and Malaysia: Initiation of Less-Than-Fair- 
Value Investigations, 90 FR 1435 (January 8, 
2025); and Float Glass Products from the 
People’s Republic of China and Malaysia: 
Initiation of Countervailing Duty 
Investigations, 90 FR 1443 (January 8, 2025). 

Imports of subject merchandise are 
classified under Harmonized Tariff Schedule 
of the United States (HTSUS) statistical 
number 3925.20.0010. Subject merchandise 
may also be classified under 4418.29.4000, 
4418.29.8030, 4418.29.8060, or 7019.90.5150. 
The HTSUS subheadings are provided for 
convenience and customs purposes; the 
written description of the scope of this 
investigation is dispositive. 

Appendix II 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 

I. Summary 
II. Background 
III. Period of Investigation 
IV. Discussion of the Methodology 
V. Adjustment Under Section 777A(F) of the 

Act 
VI. Adjustment to Cash Deposit Rate for 

Export Subsidies 
VII. Currency Conversion 
VIII. Recommendation 

[FR Doc. 2026–01191 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[A–570–207] 

Polypropylene Corrugated Boxes From 
the People’s Republic of China: Final 
Affirmative Determination of Sales at 
Less Than Fair Value 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) determines that 
polypropylene corrugated boxes 
(corrugated boxes) from the People’s 
Republic of China (China) are being, or 
is likely to be, sold in the United States 
at less-than-fair-value (LTFV). The 
period of investigation (POI) is July 1, 
2024, through December 31, 2024. 
DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dan 
Alexander, AD/CVD Operations, Office 
II, Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington, 
DC 20230; telephone: (202) 482–4313. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

On August 28, 2025, Commerce 
published in the Federal Register the 
Preliminary Determination in this 
investigation and invited interested 
parties to comment.1 We received no 
comments regarding the Preliminary 
Determination; therefore, no decision 
memorandum accompanies this notice. 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
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2 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 17, 2025. 

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

4 See Preliminary Determination PDM at 3–8. 

5 Id. 
6 See Preliminary Determination, 90 FR at 41989. 

proceedings by 47 days.2 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.3 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this final determination is 
now January 15, 2026. 

Scope of the Investigation 

The products covered by this 
investigation are corrugated boxes from 
China. For a complete description of the 
scope of this investigation, see the 
appendix to this notice. 

Scope Comments 
We received no comments from 

interested parties on the scope of the 
investigation as it appeared in the 
Preliminary Determination. Therefore, 
we made no changes to the scope of the 
investigation. 

China-Wide Entity and Use of Adverse 
Facts Available (AFA) 

For the purposes of this final 
determination, consistent with the 
Preliminary Determination,4 we relied 
solely on the application of AFA for the 
China-wide entity, pursuant to sections 
776(a) and (b) of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
as amended (the Act). Further, because 
no companies are eligible for a rate 
separate from the China-wide entity, we 
continue to find that all Chinese 
producers or exporters of corrugated 
boxes are part of the China-wide entity. 
Because no interested parties submitted 

comments on the Preliminary 
Determination, we made no changes to 
our analysis or to the China-wide 
entity’s dumping margin for the final 
determination. A detailed discussion of 
our application of AFA is provided in 
the Preliminary Determination.5 

Verification 

Because no companies participated in 
this investigation, Commerce was 
unable to select respondents; thus, we 
did not conduct verification.6 

Combination Rates 

Because no Chinese exporters 
qualified for a separate rate, producer/ 
exporter combination rates were not 
calculated for this final determination. 

Final Determination 

The final estimated weighted-average 
dumping margin is as follows: 

Exporter and producer 
Weighted-average 
dumping margin 

(percent) 

Cash deposit rate 
((adjusted for subsidy offset) 

(percent)) 

China-wide Entity ......................................................................................................... * 83.64 82.21 

* Rate based on facts available with adverse inferences 

Disclosure 

Normally, Commerce will disclose to 
the parties in a proceeding the 
calculations performed in connection 
with a final determination within five 
days of any public announcement or, if 
there is no public announcement, 
within five days of the date of 
publication of the notice of final 
determination in the Federal Register, 
in accordance with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 
However, because Commerce continues 
to find that all Chinese producers and 
exporters of corrugated boxes are part of 
the China-wide entity and continues to 
rely solely on the application of AFA for 
the China-wide entity, there are no 
calculations to disclose for this final 
determination. 

Continuation of Suspension of 
Liquidation 

In accordance with section 
735(c)(1)(B) of the Act, Commerce will 
instruct U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) to continue to suspend 
liquidation of subject merchandise, as 
described in the appendix to this notice, 
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, 
for consumption on or after August 28, 
2025, which is the date of publication 
of the affirmative Preliminary 

Determination in the Federal Register, 
at the cash deposit rate indicated above. 

Pursuant to section 735(c)(1)(B)(ii) of 
the Act and 19 CFR 351.210(d), we will 
instruct CBP to require a cash deposit 
for such entries of merchandise equal to 
the amount by which the normal value 
exceeds the U.S. price as follows: (1) for 
all Chinese producers or exporters of 
subject merchandise, the cash deposit 
rate will be equal to the estimated 
dumping margin established for the 
China-wide entity, adjusted for the 
subsidy offset as appropriate; and (2) for 
all third country exporters of subject 
merchandise, the cash deposit rate is 
also the cash deposit rate applicable to 
the China-wide entity, adjusted for the 
subsidy offset as appropriate. These 
cash deposit requirements will remain 
in effect until further notice. 

To determine the antidumping duty 
cash deposit rate, Commerce normally 
adjusts the estimated weighted-average 
dumping margin by the amount of 
domestic subsidy pass-through and 
export subsidies determined in a 
companion countervailing duty (CVD) 
proceeding. Accordingly, where 
Commerce has made a final affirmative 
determination of countervailable export 
subsidies, Commerce offsets the 
estimated weighted-average dumping 

margin by the appropriate CVD rate. 
Commerce has continued to adjust the 
cash deposit rate for export subsidies 
found in the companion CVD 
investigation by the appropriate export 
subsidy rate as indicated in the above 
chart. If the U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) makes a final 
affirmative determination of injury due 
to both dumping and subsidies, then the 
cash deposit rate will be revised 
effective on the date of the imposition 
of final measures, i.e., the date of 
publication of the ITC’s final affirmative 
determination in the Federal Register, 
to be the estimated weighted-average 
dumping margin adjusted for export 
subsidies and domestic subsidy pass- 
through, as appropriate. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
(ITC) Notification 

In accordance with section 735(d) of 
the Act, we will notify the ITC of our 
final affirmative determination of sales 
at LTFV. We will allow the ITC access 
to all privileged and business 
proprietary information in our files, 
provided the ITC confirms that it will 
not disclose such information, either 
publicly or under an administrative 
protective order (APO), without the 
written consent of the Assistant 
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1 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam: Initiation of 
Countervailing Duty Investigations, 90 FR 25225 
(June 16, 2025) (Initiation Notice). 

2 See Hardwood and Decorative Plywood from the 
People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam: Postponement of 
Preliminary Determinations in the Countervailing 
Duty Investigations, 90 FR 34415 (July 22, 2025). 

Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance. 

Because the final determination in 
this proceeding is affirmative, in 
accordance with section 735(b)(2) of the 
Act, the ITC will make its final 
determination as to whether the 
domestic industry in the United States 
is materially injured, or threatened with 
material injury, by reason of imports of 
corrugated boxes from China no later 
than 45 days after our final 
determination. If the ITC determines 
that material injury or threat of material 
injury does not exist, the proceeding 
will be terminated and all cash deposits 
will be refunded. If the ITC determines 
that such injury does exist, Commerce 
intends to issue an antidumping duty 
order, in accordance with section 736(a) 
of the Act, directing CBP to assess, upon 
further instruction by Commerce, 
antidumping duties on all imports of the 
subject merchandise that are entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after the effective 
date of the suspension of liquidation, as 
discussed above in the ‘‘Continuation of 
Suspension of Liquidation’’ section. 

Administrative Protective Order 
In the event that the ITC issues a final 

negative injury determination, this 
notice will serve as the only reminder 
to parties subject to an APO of their 
responsibility concerning the 
disposition of proprietary information 
disclosed under APO in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3). Timely 
written notification of the return/ 
destruction of APO materials or 
conversion to judicial protective order is 
hereby requested. Failure to comply 
with the regulations and terms of an 
APO is a violation which is subject to 
sanction. 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published in accordance with sections 
735(d) and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR 
351.210(c). 

Dated: January 15, 2026. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix 

Scope of the Investigation 

The merchandise covered by this 
investigation is polypropylene corrugated 
boxes. Polypropylene corrugated boxes are 
boxes, bins, totes, or other load-bearing 
containers made for holding goods, that are 
made of corrugated polypropylene sheets, 
also known as polypropylene hollow core 
sheets, polypropylene fluted sheets, 

polypropylene twin wall sheets, or multi 
wall sheets. Such polypropylene sheets are 
‘‘corrugated,’’ ‘‘fluted,’’ or ‘‘hollow core,’’ 
meaning the inside of the sheet contains 
channels or pockets of air which make the 
sheets lightweight, while retaining strength 
and durability. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are typically produced from a plastic 
resin consisting of 50 percent or more 
polypropylene. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are covered by the scope irrespective 
of the particular mix of polypropylene homo- 
polymer, polypropylene co-polymer, 
recycled or virgin polypropylene, or ancillary 
chemicals such as electrostatic agents or 
flame retardants. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes are formed by corrugated 
polypropylene sheets cut to length, die-cut 
into specific box shapes, and may be cut or 
scored to allow each side of the box to be 
folded into shape. Polypropylene corrugated 
boxes may include a tab or attached portion 
of polypropylene corrugated sheet 
(commonly referred to as a ‘‘manufacturer’s 
joint’’) that has been cut, slotted, or scored 
to facilitate the formation of the box by 
stapling, gluing, welding, or taping the sides 
together to form a tight seal. One-piece 
polypropylene corrugated boxes are die-cut 
or otherwise formed so that the top, bottom, 
and sides form a single, contiguous unit. 
Two-piece polypropylene corrugated boxes 
are those with a folded bottom and a folded 
top as separate pieces. Multi-piece 
polypropylene corrugated boxes are those 
with separate bottoms and tops that are fitted 
to a single folded piece comprising the sides 
of the box. Polypropylene corrugated boxes 
may be printed with ink or digital designs. 

The subject merchandise includes 
polypropylene corrugated boxes with or 
without handles, with or without lids or tops, 
with or without reinforcing wire, whether in 
a one-piece, two-piece, or multi-piece 
configuration, and whether folded into shape 
or in an unfolded form. The subject 
merchandise includes all polypropylene 
corrugated boxes regardless of size, shape, or 
dimension. The subject merchandise also 
includes polypropylene corrugated box lids 
or tops when imported separately from 
polypropylene corrugated boxes. 

The products subject to this investigation 
are currently classified in the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
under statistical reporting number 
3923.10.9000. Although the HTSUS 
statistical reporting number is provided for 
convenience and customs purposes, the 
written description of the merchandise is 
dispositive. 

[FR Doc. 2026–01176 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–552–852] 

Hardwood and Decorative Plywood 
From the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam: Preliminary Affirmative 
Countervailing Duty Determination, 
Preliminary Negative Determination of 
Critical Circumstances, and Alignment 
of Final Determination With Final 
Antidumping Duty Determination 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily 
determines that countervailable 
subsidies are being provided to 
producers and exporters of hardwood 
and decorative plywood (plywood) from 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
(Vietnam). The period of investigation is 
January 1, 2024, through December 31, 
2024. Interested parties are invited to 
comment on this preliminary 
determination. 

DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sofia Pedrelli or Katie Smith, AD/CVD 
Operations, Office II, Enforcement and 
Compliance, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20230; telephone: 
202–482–4310 or 202–482–0557, 
respectively. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

This preliminary determination is 
made in accordance with section 703(b) 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended 
(the Act). On June 16, 2025, Commerce 
published the notice of initiation of this 
investigation on hardwood and 
decorative plywood from Vietnam.1 On 
July 22, 2025, Commerce postponed the 
preliminary determination of this 
investigation.2 

Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
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3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

5 December 26, 2025, is a federal holiday. 
Commerce’s practice is that when a deadline falls 
on a weekend or federal holiday, the appropriate 
deadline is the next business day. See Notice of 
Clarification: Application of ‘‘Next Business Day’’ 
Rule for Administrative Determination Deadlines 
Pursuant to the Tariff Act of 1930, As Amended, 70 
FR 24533 (May 10, 2005). 

6 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for 
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination in the 
Countervailing Duty Investigation of Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood from the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam,’’ dated concurrently with, and hereby 
adopted by, this notice (Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum). 

7 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties, 
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997) 
(Preamble). 

8 See Initiation Notice, 90 FR at 25225–6. 

9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act 
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E) 
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of 
the Act regarding specificity. 

10 See section 776(a) of the Act. 
11 See Petitioner’s Letter, ‘‘Request to Align 

Countervailing Duty Investigation Final 
Determinations with Antidumping Duty 
Investigation Final Determinations,’’ dated 
December 5, 2025. 

12 See sections 705(c)(5)(A)(i) and (ii) of the Act. 
13 We preliminarily find Trieu Thai Son., Ltd to 

be cross-owned with Nhat Duy Production and 
Trading Co., Ltd. 

proceedings by 47 days.3 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.4 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination is now December 29, 
2025.5 

For a complete description of the 
events that followed the initiation of 
this investigation, see the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum.6 A list of topics 
discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum is included as Appendix 
II of this notice. The Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum is a public 
document and is on file electronically 
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to 
registered users at https://access.
trade.gov. In addition, a complete 
version of the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum can be accessed directly 
at https://access.trade.gov/public/ 
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx. 

Scope of the Investigation 
The product covered by this 

investigation is plywood from Vietnam. 
For a complete description of the scope 
of this investigation, see Appendix I. 

Scope Comments 
In accordance with the preamble to 

Commerce’s regulations,7 in the 
Initiation Notice Commerce set aside a 
period of time for parties to raise issues 
regarding product coverage (i.e., scope).8 
Certain interested parties commented on 
the scope of the investigation as it 
appeared in the Initiation Notice. 
Commerce intends to issue its 
preliminary decision regarding 

comments concerning the scope of the 
less-than-fair value (LTFV) and 
countervailing duty (CVD) 
investigations on or before the 
preliminary determination of the 
companion LTFV investigation. 

Methodology 
Commerce is conducting this 

investigation in accordance with section 
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy 
programs found countervailable, 
Commerce preliminarily determines 
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial 
contribution by an ‘‘authority’’ that 
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient, 
and that the subsidy is specific.9 

Commerce notes that, in making these 
findings, it relied, in part, on facts 
available.10 For further information, see 
the ‘‘Application of Facts Available’’ 
section in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum. 

Preliminary Negative Determination of 
Critical Circumstances 

In accordance with section 703(e)(1) 
of the Act, Commerce preliminarily 
determines that critical circumstances 
do not exist with respect to imports of 
plywood from Vietnam for Junma Phu 
Tho Co., Ltd (Junma), Trieu Thai Son., 
Ltd (Trieu Thai), or all other exporters 
or producers not individually examined. 
For a full description of the 
methodology and results of Commerce’s 
analysis, see the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum. 

Alignment 
As noted in the Preliminary Decision 

Memorandum, in accordance with 
section 705(a)(1) of the Act and 19 CFR 
351.210(b)(4), Commerce is aligning the 
final CVD determination in this 
investigation with the final 
determination in the companion LTFV 
investigation of plywood from Vietnam 
based on a request made by the 
petitioner.11 Consequently, the final 
CVD determination will be issued on 
the same date as the final LTFV 
determination, which is currently 
scheduled to be issued no later than 
May 11, 2026, unless postponed. 

All-Others Rate 
Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of 

the Act provide that, in the preliminary 
determination, Commerce shall 

determine an estimated all-others rate 
for companies not individually 
examined. This rate shall be an amount 
equal to the weighted average of the 
estimated subsidy rates established for 
those companies individually 
examined, excluding any rates that are 
zero, de minimis, or based entirely 
under section 776 of the Act. If the rates 
established for all exporters and 
producers individually investigated are 
zero, de minimis, or determined entirely 
under facts available, Commerce may 
use any reasonable method to establish 
an all-others rate.12 

Commerce calculated individual 
estimated countervailable subsidy rates 
for Junma and Trieu Thai. For this 
preliminary determination, Commerce 
calculated individual estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates for Junma 
and Trieu Thai that are not zero, de 
minimis, or based entirely on facts 
otherwise available. Commerce 
calculated the all-others rate using a 
simple average of the individual 
estimated subsidy rates calculated for 
the examined respondents. 

Preliminary Determination 
Commerce preliminarily determines 

that the following estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates exist: 

Company 
Subsidy rate 

(percent 
ad valorem) 

Junma Phu Tho Co., Ltd ...... 26.75 
Trieu Thai Son., Ltd 13 .......... 4.37 
All Others .............................. 15.56 

Suspension of Liquidation 
In accordance with sections 

703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act, 
Commerce will direct U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) to suspend 
liquidation of entries of subject 
merchandise as described in the scope 
of the investigation, found in Appendix 
I, entered, or withdrawn from 
warehouse, for consumption on or after 
the date of publication of this notice in 
the Federal Register. Further, pursuant 
to 19 CFR 351.205(d), Commerce will 
instruct CBP to require a cash deposit 
equal to the rates indicated above. 

Disclosure 
Commerce intends to disclose its 

calculations and analysis performed in 
connection with this preliminary 
determination within five days of its 
public announcement, or if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
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14 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative 
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and 
Service Final Rule). 

15 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2). 
16 We use the term ‘‘issue’’ here to describe an 

argument that Commerce would normally address 
in a comment of the Issues and Decision 
Memorandum. 17 See APO and Service Final Rule. 

of the date of publication of this notice 
in the Federal Register, in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e), 
Commerce will analyze and, if 
appropriate, correct any timely 
allegations of significant ministerial 
errors by amending the preliminary 
determination. However, consistent 
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will 
not consider incomplete allegations that 
do not address the significance standard 
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the 
preliminary determination. Instead, 
Commerce will address such allegations 
in the final determination together with 
issues raised in the case briefs or other 
written comments. 

Verification 
As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the 

Act, Commerce intends to verify the 
information relied upon in making its 
final determination. 

Public Comment 
Case briefs or other written 

comments, excluding scope comments, 
may be submitted to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance no later than seven days 
after the date on which the last 
verification report is issued in this 
investigation. Rebuttal briefs, limited to 
issues raised in the case briefs, may be 
filed not later than five days after the 
date for filing case briefs.14 Interested 
parties who submit case or rebuttal 
briefs in this proceeding must submit: 
(1) a table of contents listing each issue; 
and (2) a table of authorities.15 

As provided under 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(2)(iii) and (d)(2)(iii), we 
request that interested parties provide at 
the beginning of their briefs a public, 
executive summary for each issue raised 
in their briefs.16 Further, we request that 
interested parties limit their public 
executive summary of each issue to no 
more than 450 words, not including 
citations. We intend to use the public 
executive summaries as the basis of the 
comment summaries included in the 
issues and decision memorandum that 
will accompany the final determination 
in this investigation. We request that 
interested parties include footnotes for 
relevant citations in the executive 
summary of each issue. Note that 
Commerce has amended certain of its 

requirements pertaining to the service of 
documents in 19 CFR 351.303(f).17 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), 
interested parties who wish to request a 
hearing, limited to issues raised in the 
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a 
written request to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, within 30 days after the date 
of publication of this notice in the 
Federal Register. Requests should 
contain: (1) the party’s name, address, 
and telephone number; (2) the number 
of participants and, whether any 
participant is a foreign national; and (3) 
a list of the issues to be discussed. Oral 
presentations at the hearing will be 
limited to issues raised in the briefs. If 
a request for a hearing is made, 
Commerce intends to hold the hearing 
at a date and time to be determined. 
Parties should confirm by telephone the 
date, time, and location of the hearing 
two days before the scheduled date. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
(ITC) Notification 

In accordance with section 703(f) of 
the Act, Commerce will notify the ITC 
of its determination. If the final 
determination is affirmative, the ITC 
will determine, before the later of 120 
days after the date of this preliminary 
determination or 45 days after the final 
determination, whether imports of 
hardwood and decorative plywood from 
Vietnam are materially injuring, or 
threaten material injury to, the U.S. 
industry. 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published in accordance with sections 
703(f) and 777(i) of the Act, and 19 CFR 
351.205(c). 

Dated: December 29, 2025. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix I 

Scope of the Investigation 
The merchandise covered by the 

investigation is hardwood and decorative 
plywood, and certain veneered panels as 
described below. For purposes of this 
investigation, hardwood and decorative 
plywood is defined as a generally flat, 
multilayered plywood or other veneered 
panel, consisting of two or more layers or 
plies of wood veneers in combination with a 
core or without a core. The veneers and, if 
present, the core are glued or otherwise 
bonded together. A hardwood and decorative 
plywood panel must have at least either the 

face or back veneer composed of one or more 
species of hardwood, softwood, or bamboo, 
regardless of any surface coverings. 
Hardwood and decorative plywood may 
include products that meet the American 
National Standard for Hardwood and 
Decorative Plywood, ANSI/HPVA HP–1– 
2024 (including any revisions to that 
standard). 

For purposes of the investigation a 
‘‘veneer’’ is a slice of wood regardless of 
thickness which is cut, sliced or sawed from 
a log, bolt, or flitch. The face and back 
veneers are the outermost veneer of wood 
irrespective of additional surface coatings or 
covers as described below. The core of 
hardwood and decorative plywood (for those 
products that include a core) consists of the 
layer or layers of one or more material(s) that 
are situated between the face and back 
veneers. The core may be composed of a 
range of materials, including but not limited 
to hardwood, softwood, particleboard, or 
medium density fiberboard (MDF). 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope of the 
investigation regardless of whether or not the 
face and/or back veneers are surface coated 
or covered and whether or not such surface 
coating(s) or covers obscures the grain, 
textures, or markings of the wood. Examples 
of surface coatings and covers include, but 
are not limited to: ultra violet light cured 
polyurethanes; oil or oil-modified or water- 
based polyurethanes; wax; epoxy-ester 
finishes; moisture-cured urethanes; paints; 
stains; paper; aluminum; high pressure 
laminate; MDF; medium density overlay 
(MDO); and phenolic film. Additionally, the 
face veneer of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may be sanded; smoothed or given 
a ‘‘distressed’’ appearance through such 
methods as hand-scraping or wire brushing. 

All hardwood and decorative plywood is 
included within the scope even if it is 
trimmed; cut-tosize; notched; punched; 
drilled; or has undergone other forms of 
minor processing. All hardwood and 
decorative plywood is included within the 
scope of the investigation, without regard to 
dimension (overall thickness, thickness of 
face veneer, thickness of back veneer, 
thickness of core, thickness of inner veneers, 
width, or length). However, the most 
common panel sizes of hardwood and 
decorative plywood are 1219 x 1829 mm (48 
x 72 inches), 1219 x 2438 mm (48 x 96 
inches), and 1219 x 3048 mm (48 x 120 
inches). Subject merchandise also includes 
hardwood and decorative plywood that has 
been further processed in a third country, 
including but not limited to trimming, 
cutting, notching, punching, drilling, or any 
other processing that would not otherwise 
remove the merchandise from the scope of 
the investigation if performed in the country 
of manufacture of the in-scope product. 

The scope of the investigation excludes the 
following items: (1) structural plywood (also 
known as ‘‘industrial plywood’’ or 
‘‘industrial panels’’) that (a) is certified, 
manufactured, and stamped to meet U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
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international standard intended for structural 
plywood), including, but not limited to, the 
‘‘bond performance’’ requirements and the 
performance criteria detailed in U.S. 
Products Standard PS 1–09, PS 2–09, PS–1– 
22, PS 2–10, or PS 2–18 for Structural 
Plywood (including any revisions to that 
standard or any substantially equivalent 
international standard intended for structural 
plywood), and (b) where the relevant 
standard identifies core species 
requirements, has a core made entirely of one 
or more of the following wood species: 
Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas Fir), Larix 
occidentalis (Western Larch), Tsuga 
heterophylla (Western Hemlock), Abies 
balsamea (Balsam Pine/Balsam Fir), Abies 
magnifica (California Red Fir), Abies grandis 
(Grand Fir), Abies procera (Noble Fir), Abies 
amabilis (Pacific Silver Fir), Abies concolor 
(White Fir), Abies lasiocarpa (Subalpine Fir), 
Picea glauca (White Spruce), Picea 
engelmannii (Engelmann Spruce), Picea 
mariana (Black Spruce), Picea rubens (Red 
Spruce), Picea sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), 
Pinus banksiana (Jack Pine), Pinus taeda 
(Loblolly Southern Pine), Pinus palustris 
(Longleaf Southern Pine), Pinus echinata 
(Shortleaf Southern Pine), Pinus elliottii 
(Slash Southern Pine), Pinus serotina (Pond 
Pine), Pinus resinosa (Red Pine), Pinus 
virginiana (Virginia Pine), Pinus monticola 
(Western White Pine), Picea mariana (Black 
Spruce), Picea rubens (Red Spruce), Picea 
sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), Pinus contorta 
(Lodgepole Pine), Pinus strobus (Eastern 
White Pine), and Pinus lambertiana (Sugar 
Pine); (2) products which have a face and 
back veneer of cork; (3) hardwood plywood 
subject to the antidumping and 
countervailing duty orders on hardwood 
plywood from China. See Certain Hardwood 
Plywood Products from the People’s Republic 
of China: Amended Final Determination of 
Sales at Less Than Fair Value, and 
Antidumping Duty Order, 83 FR 504 (January 
4, 2018); and Certain Hardwood Plywood 
Products from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 83 FR 513 
(January 4, 2018); (4) multilayered wood 
flooring, as described in the antidumping 
duty and countervailing duty orders on 
multilayered wood flooring from China. See 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended Final 
Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair 
Value and Antidumping Duty Order, 76 FR 
76690 (December 8, 2011); and Multilayered 
Wood Flooring from the People’s Republic of 
China: Countervailing Duty Order, 76 FR 
76693 (December 8, 2011), as amended by 
Multilayered Wood Flooring from the 
People’s Republic of China: Amended 
Antidumping and Countervailing Orders, 77 
FR 5484 (February 3, 2012); (5) multilayered 
wood flooring with a face veneer of bamboo 
or composed entirely of bamboo; (6) plywood 
which has a shape or design other than a flat 
panel, with the exception of any minor 
processing described above; (7) products 
made entirely from bamboo and adhesives 
(also known as ‘‘solid bamboo’’); and (8) 
Phenolic Film Faced Plyform (PFF), also 
known as Phenolic Surface Film Plywood 
(PSF), defined as a panel with an ‘‘Exterior’’ 
or ‘‘Exposure 1’’ bond classification as is 

defined by The Engineered Wood 
Association, having an opaque phenolic film 
layer with a weight equal to or greater than 
90g/m3 permanently bonded on both the face 
and back veneers and an opaque, moisture 
resistant coating applied to the edges. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are wooden furniture goods 
that, at the time of importation, are fully 
assembled and are ready for their intended 
uses. Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation is ‘‘ready to assemble’’ (RTA) 
furniture. RTA furniture is defined as (A) 
furniture packaged for sale for ultimate 
purchase by an end-user that, at the time of 
importation, includes (1) all wooden 
components (in finished form) required to 
assemble a finished unit of furniture, (2) all 
accessory parts (e.g., screws, washers, 
dowels, nails, handles, knobs, adhesive 
glues) required to assemble a finished unit of 
furniture, and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of furniture; (B) unassembled bathroom 
vanity cabinets, having a space for one or 
more sinks, that are imported with all 
unassembled hardwood and hardwood 
plywood components that have been cut-to- 
final dimensional component shape/size, 
painted or stained prior to importation, and 
stacked within a singled shipping package, 
except for furniture feet which may be 
packed and shipped separately; or (C) 
unassembled bathroom vanity linen closets 
that are imported with all unassembled 
hardwood and hardwood plywood 
components that have been cut-to-final 
dimensional shape/size, painted or stained 
prior to importation, and stacked within a 
single shipping package, except for furniture 
feet which may be packed and shipped 
separately. 

Also excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are kitchen cabinets that, at the 
time of importation, are fully assembled and 
are ready for their intended uses. Also 
excluded from the scope of the investigation 
are RTA kitchen cabinets. RTA kitchen 
cabinets are defined as kitchen cabinets 
packaged for sale for ultimate purchase by an 
end-user that, at the time of importation, 
includes: (1) all wooden components (in 
finished form) required to assemble a 
finished unit of cabinetry; (2) all accessory 
parts (e.g., screws, washers, dowels, nails, 
handles, knobs, hooks, adhesive glues) 
required to assemble a finished unit of 
cabinetry; and (3) instructions providing 
guidance on the assembly of a finished unit 
of cabinetry. Excluded from the scope of the 
investigation are finished table tops, which 
are table tops imported in finished form with 
pre-cut or drilled openings to attach the 
underframe or legs. The table tops are ready 
for use at the time of import and require no 
further finishing or processing. Excluded 
from the scope of the investigation are 
finished countertops that are imported in 
finished form and require no further 
finishing or manufacturing. Also excluded 
from the scope of the investigation are 
laminated veneer lumber (‘‘LVL’’) door and 
window components with (1) a maximum 
width of 44 millimeters, a thickness from 30 
millimeters to 72 millimeters, and a length of 
less than 2413 millimeters, (2) water boiling 

point exterior adhesive, (3) a modulus of 
elasticity of 1,500,000 pounds per square 
inch or higher, (4) finger-jointed or lap- 
jointed core veneer with all layers oriented 
so that the grain is running parallel or with 
no more than 3 dispersed layers of veneer 
oriented with the grain running 
perpendicular to the other layers; and (5) top 
layer machined with a curved edge and one 
or more profile channels throughout. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are certain door stiles and rails 
made of LVL that have a width not to exceed 
50 millimeters, a thickness not to exceed 50 
millimeters, and a length of less than 2,450 
millimeters. 

Also excluded from the scope of this 
investigation are finished two-ply products 
that are made of one ply of wood veneer and 
one ply of a non-wood veneer material and 
the two-ply product cannot be glued or 
otherwise adhered to additional plies or that 
are made of two plies of wood veneer and 
have undergone staining, cutting, notching, 
punching, drilling, or other processing on the 
surface of the veneer such that the two-ply 
product cannot be glued or otherwise 
adhered to additional plies. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood are primarily entered under the 
following HTSUS numbers: 4412.10.0500; 
4412.31.0520; 4412.31.0540; 4412.31.0560; 
4412.31.0620; 4412.31.0640; 4412.31.0660; 
4412.31.2510; 4412.31.2520; 4412.31.2610; 
4412.31.2620; 4412.31.4040; 4412.31.4050; 
4412.31.4060; 4412.31.4070; 4412.31.4080; 
4412.31.4140; 4412.31.4150; 4412.31.4155; 
4412.31.4160; 4412.31.4165; 4412.31.4180; 
4412.31.4200; 4412.31.4500; 4412.31.4850; 
4412.31.4860; 4412.31.4863; 4412.31.4865; 
4412.31.4866; 4412.31.4869; 4412.31.4875; 
4412.31.4880; 4412.31.5130; 4412.31.5135; 
4412.31.5150; 4412.31.5155; 4412.31.5160; 
4412.31.5165; 4412.31.5170; 4412.31.5175; 
4412.31.5235; 4412.31.5255; 4412.31.5260; 
4412.31.5262; 4412.31.5264; 4412.31.5265; 
4412.31.5266; 4412.31.5268; 4412.31.5270; 
4412.31.5275; 4412.31.6000; 4412.31.6100; 
4412.31.9100; 4412.31.9200; 4412.32.0520; 
4412.32.0540; 4412.32.0560; 4412.32.0570; 
4412.32.0620; 4412.32.0640; 4412.32.0670; 
4412.32.2510; 4412.32.2520; 4412.32.2530; 
4412.32.2610; 4412.32.2630; 4412.32.3130; 
4412.32.3135; 4412.32.3140; 4412.32.3150; 
4412.32.3155; 4412.32.3160; 4412.32.3165; 
4412.32.3170; 4412.32.3175; 4412.32.3185; 
4412.32.3235; 4412.32.3255; 4412.32.3265; 
4412.32.3275; 4412.32.3285; 4412.32.5600; 
4412.32.5700; 4412.33.0620; 4412.33.0640; 
4412.33.0670; 4412.33.2630; 4412.33.3235; 
4412.33.3255; 4412.33.3265; 4412.33.3275; 
4412.33.3285; 4412.33.5700; 4412.34.2600; 
4412.34.3235; 4412.34.3255; 4412.34.3265; 
4412.34.3275; 4412.34.3285; 4412.34.5700; 
4412.39.4051; 4412.39.4052; 4412.39.4059; 
4412.39.4061; 4412.39.4062; 4412.39.4069; 
4412.39.5050; 4412.41.0000; 4412.42.0000; 
4412.51.1030; 4412.51.1050; 4412.51.3111; 
4412.51.3121; 4412.51.3141; 4412.51.3161; 
4412.51.3175; 4412.51.4100; 4412.52.1030; 
4412.52.1050; 4412.52.3121; 4412.52.3161; 
4412.52.3175; 4412.52.4100; 4412.91.0600; 
4412.91.1020; 4412.91.1030; 4412.91.1040; 
4412.91.3110; 4412.91.3120; 4412.91.3130; 
4412.91.3140; 4412.91.3150; 4412.91.3160; 
4412.91.3170; 4412.91.4100; 4412.92.0700; 
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1 See L-Lysine from the People’s Republic of 
China: Initiation of Countervailing Duty 
Investigation, 90 FR 26799 (June 24, 2025) 
(Initiation Notice); see also Checklist, 
‘‘Countervailing Duty Investigation Initiation 
Checklist,’’ dated June 17, 2025 (Initiation 
Checklist). 

2 See L-Lysine from the People’s Republic of 
China: Postponement of Preliminary Determination 
in the Countervailing Duty Investigation, 90 FR 
36136 (August 1, 2025). 

3 See Memorandum, ‘‘Deadlines Affected by the 
Shutdown of the Federal Government,’’ dated 
November 14, 2025. 

4 See Memorandum, ‘‘Tolling of all Case 
Deadlines,’’ dated November 24, 2025. 

5 See Memorandum, ‘‘Decision Memorandum for 
the Preliminary Affirmative Determination of the 
Countervailing Duty Investigation of L-lysine from 
the People’s Republic of China,’’ dated concurrently 
with, and hereby adopted by, this notice 
(Preliminary Decision Memorandum). 

6 See Antidumping Duties; Countervailing Duties, 
Final Rule, 62 FR 27296, 27323 (May 19, 1997) 
(Preamble). 

7 See Initiation Notice, 90 FR at 26799. 
8 Id. 
9 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act 

regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E) 
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of 
the Act regarding specificity. 

10 See sections 776(a) and (b) of the Act. 
11 See Petitioner’s Letter, ‘‘Petitioners’ Request to 

Align Final Countervailing Duty Determination 
with the Companion Antidumping Duty Final 
Determination,’’ dated December 8, 2025. The 

Continued 

4412.92.1120; 4412.92.1130; 4412.92.1140; 
4412.92.3120; 4412.92.3150; 4412.92.3160; 
4412.92.3170; 4412.92.4200; 4412.94.1020; 
4412.94.1030; 4412.94.1040; 4412.94.1050; 
4412.94.3110; 4412.94.3111; 4412.94.3120; 
4412.94.3121; 4412.94.3130; 4412.94.3131; 
4412.94.3140; 4412.94.3141; 4412.94.3150; 
4412.94.3160; 4412.94.3161; 4412.94.3170; 
4412.94.3171; 4412.94.3175; 4412.94.4100; 
4412.99.0600; 4412.99.1020; 4412.99.1030; 
4412.99.1040; 4412.99.3110; 4412.99.3120; 
4412.99.3130; 4412.99.3140; 4412.99.3150; 
4412.99.3160; 4412.99.3170; 4412.99.4100; 
4412.99.5100; 4412.99.5115; 4412.99.5701; 
and 4412.99.5710. 

Imports of hardwood and decorative 
plywood may also enter under HTSUS 
subheadings 4412.10.9000; 4412.94.5100; 
4412.94.9500; 4412.99.6000; 4412.99.7000; 
4412.99.8000; 4412.99.9000; 4412.99.9500; 
9403.90.7005; 9403.90.7010; and 
9403.90.7080. The HTSUS codes are 
provided for the convenience of the U.S. 
government and customs purposes, and do 
not define the scope of the investigation. The 
written description of the merchandise under 
investigation is dispositive. 

Appendix II 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 

I. Summary 
II. Background 
III. Injury Test 
IV. Preliminary Negative Determination of 

Critical Circumstances 
V. Use of Facts Otherwise Available 
VI. Benchmarks for Measuring the Adequacy 

of Remuneration 
VII. Subsidies Valuation 
VIII. Benchmarks and Interest Rates 
IX. Analysis of Programs 
X. Recommendation 

[FR Doc. 2026–01187 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

[C–570–216] 

L-Lysine From the People’s Republic 
of China: Preliminary Affirmative 
Countervailing Duty Determination and 
Alignment of Final Determination With 
Final Antidumping Duty Determination 

AGENCY: Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Commerce (Commerce) preliminarily 
determines that countervailable 
subsidies are being provided to 
producers and exporters of L-lysine 
(lysine) from the People’s Republic of 
China (China). The period of 
investigation is January 1, 2024, through 
December 31, 2024. Interested parties 
are invited to comment on this 
preliminary determination. 

DATES: Applicable January 22, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Grant Fuller, AD/CVD Operations, 
Office IX, Enforcement and Compliance, 
International Trade Administration, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington, 
DC 20230; telephone: (202)–482–6228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
This preliminary determination is 

issued in accordance with section 
703(b) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended (the Act). On June 17, 2025, 
Commerce published the notice of 
initiation of this countervailing duty 
(CVD) investigation.1 On August 1, 
2025, Commerce postponed the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination until October 27, 2025.2 
Due to the lapse in appropriations and 
Federal Government shutdown, on 
November 14, 2025, Commerce tolled 
all deadlines in administrative 
proceedings by 47 days.3 Additionally, 
due to a backlog of documents that were 
electronically filed via Enforcement and 
Compliance’s Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Centralized 
Electronic Service System (ACCESS) 
during the Federal Government 
shutdown, on November 24, 2025, 
Commerce tolled all deadlines in 
administrative proceedings by an 
additional 21 days.4 Accordingly, the 
deadline for this preliminary 
determination is now January 2, 2026. 

For a complete description of the 
events that followed the initiation of 
this investigation, see the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum.5 A list of topics 
discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum is included as Appendix 
II to this notice. The Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum is a public 
document and is on file electronically 
via ACCESS. ACCESS is available to 
registered users at https://access.

trade.gov. In addition, a complete 
version of the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum can be accessed directly 
at https://access.trade.gov/public/ 
FRNoticesListLayout.aspx. 

Scope of the Investigation 

The product covered by this 
investigation is lysine from China. For 
a complete description of the scope of 
this investigation, see Appendix I. 

Scope Comments 

In accordance with the Preamble to 
Commerce’s regulations,6 the Initiation 
Notice set aside a period of time for 
parties to raise issues regarding product 
coverage (i.e., scope).7 No interested 
party commented on the scope of the 
investigation as it appeared in the 
Initiation Notice.8 

Methodology 

Commerce is conducting this 
investigation in accordance with section 
701 of the Act. For each of the subsidy 
programs found countervailable, 
Commerce preliminarily determines 
that there is a subsidy, i.e., a financial 
contribution by an ‘‘authority’’ that 
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient, 
and that the subsidy is specific.9 
Commerce notes that, in making these 
findings, it relied, in part, on facts 
available and, because it finds that one 
or more respondents did not act to the 
best of their ability to respond to 
Commerce’s requests for information, it 
drew an adverse inference where 
appropriate in selecting from among the 
facts otherwise available.10 For further 
information, see the ‘‘Use of Facts 
Otherwise Available and Adverse 
Inferences’’ section in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum. 

Alignment 

In accordance with section 705(a)(1) 
of the Act and 19 CFR 351.210(b)(4), 
Commerce is aligning the final CVD 
determination in this investigation with 
the final determination in the 
companion less-than-fair-value (LTFV) 
investigation of lysine from China based 
on a request made by the petitioner.11 
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petitioner is the Lysine Fair Trade Coalition and its 
individual members. 

12 As discussed in the Preliminary Decision 
Memorandum, Commerce has found the following 
companies to be cross-owned with Inner Mongolia 
Eppen: Heilongjiang Eppen Trading Co., Ltd.; 
Heilongjiang Eppen Biotech Co., Ltd.; Heilongjiang 
Eppen Energy Co.; Ningxia Eppen Biotech Co. Ltd.; 
Star Lake Bioscience Co., Ltd Zhaoqing Guangdong; 
and Guangdong Guangxin Holdings Group Ltd. 

13 See 19 CFR 351.309(d); see also Administrative 
Protective Order, Service, and Other Procedures in 
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 
88 FR 67069, 67077 (September 29, 2023) (APO and 
Service Final Rule). 

14 See 19 CFR 351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2). 
15 We use the term ‘‘issue’’ here to describe an 

argument that Commerce would normally address 
in a comment of the Issues and Decision 
Memorandum. 

16 See APO and Service Final Rule. 

Consequently, the final CVD 
determination will be issued on the 
same date as the final LTFV 
determination, which is currently 
scheduled to be issued no later than 
May 18, 2026, unless postponed. 

All-Others Rate 
Sections 703(d) and 705(c)(5)(A) of 

the Act provide that in the preliminary 
determination, Commerce shall 
determine an estimated all-others rate 
for all exporters and producers not 
individually examined. This rate shall 
be an amount equal to the weighted 
average of the estimated weighted- 
average dumping margins established 
for exporters and producers 
individually investigated, excluding any 
zero and de minimis margins, and any 
margins determined entirely under 
section 776 of the Act. 

Commerce calculated an individual 
estimated countervailable subsidy rate 
for Inner Mongolia Eppen Biotech Co. 
Ltd. (Inner Mongolia Eppen), the only 
individually examined exporter/ 
producer in this investigation. Because 
the only individually calculated 
dumping margin is not zero, de 
minimis, or based entirely on facts 
otherwise available, the estimated 
weighted-average dumping margin 
calculated for Inner Mongolia Eppen is 
the margin assigned to all other 
producers and exporters, pursuant to 
section 705(c)(5)(A)(i) of the Act. 

Preliminary Determination 
Commerce preliminarily determines 

that the following estimated 
countervailable subsidy rates exist: 

Company 
Subsidy rate 

(percent 
ad valorem) 

Inner Mongolia Eppen 
Biotech Co. Ltd.12 ............. 39.50 

Helionjiang Wanli Runda Bio-
technology Co., Ltd ........... * 80.37 

Shouguang Golden-land In-
dustry & Trading Co Ltd ... * 80.37 

All Others .............................. 39.50 

* Rate is based on facts available with ad-
verse inferences. 

Suspension of Liquidation 
In accordance with sections 

703(d)(1)(B) and (d)(2) of the Act, 
Commerce will direct U.S. Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP) to suspend 
liquidation of entries of subject 
merchandise as described in the scope 
of the investigation section entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse, for 
consumption on or after the date of 
publication of this notice in the Federal 
Register. Further, pursuant to 19 CFR 
351.205(d), Commerce will instruct CBP 
to require a cash deposit equal to the 
rates indicated above. 

Disclosure 

Commerce intends to disclose its 
calculations and analysis performed to 
interested parties in this preliminary 
determination within five days of its 
public announcement, or if there is no 
public announcement, within five days 
of the date of publication of this notice 
in the Federal Register, in accordance 
with 19 CFR 351.224(b). 

Consistent with 19 CFR 351.224(e), 
Commerce will analyze and, if 
appropriate, correct any timely 
allegations of significant ministerial 
errors by amending the preliminary 
determination. However, consistent 
with 19 CFR 351.224(d), Commerce will 
not consider incomplete allegations that 
do not address the significance standard 
under 19 CFR 351.224(g) following the 
preliminary determination. Instead, 
Commerce will address such allegations 
in the final determination together with 
issues raised in the case briefs or other 
written comments. 

Verification 

As provided in section 782(i)(1) of the 
Act, Commerce intends to verify the 
information relied upon in making its 
final determination. 

Public Comment 

Case briefs or other written 
comments, excluding scope comments, 
may be submitted to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance no later than seven days 
after the date on which the last 
verification report is issued in this 
investigation. A timeline for the 
submission of case briefs and written 
comments will be notified to interested 
parties at a later date. Rebuttal briefs, 
limited to issues raised in the case 
briefs, may be filed not later than five 
days after the date for filing case 
briefs.13 Interested parties who submit 
case briefs or rebuttal briefs in this 
proceeding must submit: (1) a table of 

contents listing each issue; and (2) a 
table of authorities.14 

As provided under 19 CFR 
351.309(c)(2) and (d)(2), we request that 
interested parties provide at the 
beginning of their briefs a public, 
executive summary for each issue raised 
in their briefs.15 Further, we request that 
interested parties limit their executive 
summary of each issue to no more than 
450 words, not including citations. We 
intend to use the executive summaries 
as the basis of the comment summaries 
included in the issues and decision 
memorandum that will accompany the 
final determination in this investigation. 
We request that interested parties 
include footnotes for relevant citations 
in the executive summary of each issue. 
Note that Commerce has amended 
certain of its requirements pertaining to 
the service of documents in 19 CFR 
351.303(f).16 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.310(c), 
interested parties who wish to request a 
hearing, limited to issues raised in the 
case and rebuttal briefs, must submit a 
written request to the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and 
Compliance, U.S. Department of 
Commerce via ACCESS within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this 
notice. Requests should contain: (1) the 
party’s name, address, and telephone 
number; (2) the number of participants 
and whether any participant is a foreign 
national; and (3) a list of the issues to 
be discussed. If a request for a hearing 
is made, Commerce intends to hold the 
hearing at a time and date to be 
determined. Parties should confirm by 
telephone the date, time, and location of 
the hearing two days before the 
scheduled date. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
Notification 

In accordance with section 703(f) of 
the Act, Commerce will notify the U.S. 
International Trade Commission (ITC) of 
its determination. If the final 
determination is affirmative, the ITC 
will determine before the later of 120 
days after the date of this preliminary 
determination or 45 days after the final 
determination whether imports of lysine 
from China are materially injuring, or 
threaten material injury to, the U.S. 
industry. 

Notification to Interested Parties 
This determination is issued and 

published in accordance with sections 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:28 Jan 21, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\22JAN1.SGM 22JAN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



2747 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 14 / Thursday, January 22, 2026 / Notices 

703(f) and 777(i)(1) of the Act and 19 
CFR 351.205(c). 

Dated: January 2, 2026. 
Christopher Abbott, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive 
functions and duties of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance. 

Appendix I 

Scope of the Investigation 

The scope of this investigation covers 
animal feed grade L-lysine (lysine). Lysine is 
an essential amino acid added to animal feed 
that is used in the biosynthesis of proteins. 
The scope covers lysine regardless of form, 
including lysine monohydrochloride, also 
referred to as lysine HCL, lysine sulfate, and 
liquid lysine. The scope includes lysine that 
has been coated or encapsulated for use with 
ruminants to ensure bioavailability. 

Lysine HCL in the dry form has the 
molecular formula C6H14N2O2HCl. The 
Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) registry 
number for lysine HCL is 657–27–2. Lysine 
HCL contains a minimum of 78 percent 
lysine by weight, as well as additional amino 
acids, carbohydrates, mineral salts, and 
organic acids. Lysine sulfate is the sulfate salt 
of lysine, and in the dry form it has the 
molecular formula C6H16N2O6S. The CAS 
registry number for lysine sulfate is 60343– 
69–3. Lysine sulfate typically contains 
approximately 40–70 percent lysine by 
weight, as well as additional amino acids, 
carbohydrates, mineral salts, and organic 
acids. Liquid lysine is a concentrated form of 
lysine in an aqueous solution with the 
molecular formula C6H14N2O2. The CAS 
registry number for liquid lysine is 56–87–1. 
Liquid lysine normally contains at least 50 
percent lysine by weight, as well as 
additional amino acids, carbohydrates, 
mineral salts, and organic acids. 

The scope includes animal feed grade 
lysine that is combined with other products, 
including for example, by mixing, blending, 
compounding, or granulating (e.g., base 
mixes, premixes, and concentrates). For such 
combined products, only the lysine 
component is covered by the scope of this 
investigation. 

Subject merchandise also includes lysine 
that has been processed in a third country, 
including by commingling, diluting, adding 
or removing additives, refining, converting 
from liquid to dry or dry to liquid form, 
coating or encapsulating, or performing any 
processing that would not otherwise remove 
the merchandise from the scope of the 
investigation if performed in the subject 
country. 

The merchandise covered by this 
investigation is properly classified under 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States (HTSUS) subheading 2922.41.0090. 
Lysine may also be classified under HTSUS 
subheadings 2922.41.0010, 2922.49.4950, 
2309.90.7000, and 2309.90.9500. Although 
the HTSUS subheadings and the CAS registry 
numbers are provided for convenience and 
customs purposes, the written description of 
the scope of the investigation is dispositive. 

Appendix II 

List of Topics Discussed in the Preliminary 
Decision Memorandum 

I. Summary 
II. Background 
III. Injury Test 
IV. Analysis of China’s Financial System 
V. Diversification of China’s Economy 
VI. Use of Facts Otherwise Available and 

Adverse Inferences 
VII. Subsidies Valuation 
VIII. Benchmarks and Interest Rates 
IX. Analysis of Programs 
X. Recommendation 

[FR Doc. 2026–01193 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
Review and Approval; Comment 
Request; Marine Recreational 
Information Program, Access-Point 
Angler Intercept Survey (APAIS) 

AGENCY: National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection, 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, in accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), invites the general public and 
other Federal agencies to comment on 
proposed, and continuing information 
collections, which helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. The purpose of this 
notice is to allow for 60 days of public 
comment preceding submission of the 
collection to OMB. 
DATES: To ensure consideration, 
comments regarding this proposed 
information collection must be received 
on or before March 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit written comments to 
Adrienne Thomas, NOAA PRA Officer, 
at NOAA.PRA@noaa.gov. Please 
reference OMB Control Number 0648– 
0659 in the subject line of your 
comments. All comments received are 
part of the public record and will 
generally be posted on https://
www.regulations.gov without change. 
Do not submit Confidential Business 
Information or otherwise sensitive or 
protected information. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 

specific questions related to collection 
activities should be directed to John 
Foster, Chief, Recreational Fisheries 
Statistics Branch, Fisheries Statistics 
Division, 1315 East-West Highway, 
Silver Spring, MD 21910, (301) 427– 
8130, john.foster@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for a revision and 
extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Marine recreational anglers are 
surveyed to collect catch and effort data, 
fish biology data, and angler 
socioeconomic characteristics. These 
data are required to carry out provisions 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (16 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), as amended, 
regarding conservation and management 
of fishery resources. 

Marine recreational fishing catch and 
effort data are collected through a 
combination of mail surveys, telephone 
surveys and on-site intercept surveys 
with recreational anglers. Amendments 
to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(MSA) require the development of an 
improved data collection program for 
recreational fisheries. To partially meet 
these requirements, NOAA Fisheries 
designed and implemented a new 
Access-Point Angler Intercept Survey 
(APAIS) in 2013 to ensure better 
coverage and representation of 
recreational fishing activity. 

The APAIS intercepts marine 
recreational fishers at public-access sites 
in coastal counties from Maine to 
Alabama, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico to 
obtain information about the just- 
completed day’s fishing activity. 
Respondents are asked about the time 
and type of fishing, the angler’s avidity 
and residence location, and details of 
any catch of finfish. Species 
identification, number, and size are 
collected for any available landed catch. 
Data collected from the APAIS are used 
to estimate the catch per angler of 
recreational saltwater fishers. These 
APAIS estimates are combined with 
estimates derived from independent but 
complementary surveys of fishing effort, 
the Fishing Effort Survey and the For- 
Hire Survey, to estimate total, state-level 
fishing catch, by species, and effort. 
These estimates are used in the 
development, implementation, and 
monitoring of fishery management 
programs by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), regional 
fishery management councils, interstate 
marine fisheries commissions, and state 
fishery agencies. 
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In coordination with state, regional, 
and federal data collection partners, 
additional information on angler catch 
depredation and fishing location are 
being developed as potential additions 
to the APAIS angler intercept forms 
starting in 2026. 

II. Method of Collection 

Information will be collected through 
onsite computer-assisted personal 
interviews (CAPI). 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0659. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(revision and extension of a current 
information collection). 

Affected Public: Individuals or 
households. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
100,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 5 
minutes for intercepted anglers. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 8,333. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
Legal Authority: Magnuson-Stevens 

Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). 

IV. Request for Comments 

We are soliciting public comments to 
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a) 
Evaluate whether the proposed 
information collection is necessary for 
the proper functions of the Department, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the 
accuracy of our estimate of the time and 
cost burden for this proposed collection, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) Minimize the 
reporting burden on those who are to 
respond, including the use of automated 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. We will include or 
summarize each comment in our request 
to OMB to approve this information 
collection request. Before including 
your address, phone number, email 
address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be made 
publicly available at any time. While 
you may ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 

information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Sheleen Dumas, 
Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office 
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
Commerce Department. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01173 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF470] 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 

ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold public meetings of the Council 
including a joint session with the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) Policy Board. 

DATES: The meetings will be held 
Tuesday, February 10 through 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026. For 
agenda details, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: This will be a fully virtual 
meeting. Council members, other 
meeting participants, and members of 
the public will participate via Webex 
webinar. Webinar connection 
instructions and briefing materials will 
be available at: https://www.mafmc.org/ 
briefing/february-2026. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N State St., 
Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; telephone: 
(302) 674–2331; https://
www.mafmc.org. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council; telephone: (302) 
526–5255. The Council’s website, 
https://www.mafmc.org, also has details 
on the meeting location, proposed 
agenda, webinar listen-in access, and 
briefing materials. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
following items are on the agenda, 
although agenda items may be 
addressed out of order (changes will be 
noted on the Council’s website when 
possible). 

Tuesday, February 10th 

Executive Committee—Closed Session 

Review Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) membership 
applications 

River Herring & Shad (RHS) Update— 
Dr. Janet Nye and Kaitlynn Wade, 
University of North Carolina Institute of 
Marine Sciences 

Review progress update on Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) project that is 
currently forecasting river herring 
bycatch risks 

Introduction to Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Organization (NAFO) Illex 
Quota Issue 

Review background information 
Endorse evaluation approach 

New England Fishery Management 
Council (NEFMC) Planning Update 

Review ongoing work on NEFMC’s new 
Risk Policy and NEFMC’s new 
strategic plan 

———LUNCH——— 

Legal Review, Financial Disclosure and 
Recusal Training—John Almeida, 
NOAA Fisheries General Counsel 

Council Convenes With the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission’s 
(ASMFC’s) Policy Board 

Updates on Recreational Fisheries 
Issues 

Review draft workshop plans and action 
plan updates for the Recreational 
Sector Separation Amendment 

Review draft outline of Recreational 
Data Collection White Paper 

Update on Marine Recreational 
Information Program (MRIP) Fishing 
Effort Survey revisions 

Council and ASMFC Policy Board 
Adjourn 

Wednesday, February 11th 

Business Session 

Committee Reports (Executive); 
Executive Director’s Report; 
Organization Reports; and Liaison 
Reports 

Other Business and General Public 
Comment 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during these meetings. Actions 
will be restricted to those issues 
specifically identified in this notice and 
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any issues arising after publication of 
this notice that require emergency 
action under Section 305(c). 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aid 
should be directed to Shelley Spedden, 
(302) 526–5251, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: January 20, 2026. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01189 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XF483] 

Fisheries of the Caribbean; Southeast 
Data, Assessment, and Review; Public 
Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of Southeast Data 
Assessment and Review 103 Data 
Webinar 1 for Caribbean Application of 
Alternate Assessment Methods. 

SUMMARY: The Southeast Data 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 103 
assessment process of Caribbean 
Alternate Assessment Methods will 
consist of a Development Workshop, a 
series of Assessment Webinars, and a 
Review Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

DATES: The SEDAR 103 Data Webinar 1 
will be held from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
EST February 27, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: SEDAR address: 4055 Faber 
Place Drive, Suite 201, North 
Charleston, SC 29405. 
www.sedarweb.org. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Emily Ott, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 
302–8434. Email: Emily.Ott@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Meeting address: The SEDAR 103 
Data Webinar 1 will be held via 
webinar. The webinar is open to 
members of the public. The webinar is 
open to members of the public. The 
established times may be adjusted as 
necessary to accommodate the timely 
completion of discussion relevant to the 

assessment process. Such adjustments 
may result in the meeting being 
extended from or completed prior to the 
time established by this notice. 

The Gulf, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and 
the Atlantic and Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commissions have 
implemented the SEDAR process. 
SEDAR is a participatory process for 
developing, evaluating and reviewing 
information used for fisheries 
management advice. This multi-step 
process for determining the status of 
fish stocks in the Southeast Region may 
include (1) a Data stage, and (2) an 
Assessment stage, and (3) a Review 
stage. Each stage produces a report 
summarizing decisions made during 
that stage. A final stock assessment 
report is produced at the end of a 
SEDAR process documenting data sets 
used, model configurations and the 
opinions from the independent peer 
review. Participants for SEDAR projects 
are appointed by the Gulf, South 
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery 
Management Councils and National 
Marine Fisheries Service Southeast 
Regional Office, Highly Migratory 
Species Management Division, and 
Southeast Fisheries Science Center. 
Participants may include data collectors 
and database managers; stock 
assessment scientists, biologists, and 
researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, non-governmental 
organizations; International experts; and 
staff of Councils, Commissions, and 
state and Federal agencies. 

The items of discussion in the SEDAR 
103 Data Webinar 1 are as follows: 
Participants will review data and 
discuss Caribbean management history. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 

(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days 
prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01135 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM 
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR 
SEVERELY DISABLED 

Procurement List; Additions 

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From 
People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled. 
ACTION: Additions to the Procurement 
List. 

SUMMARY: This action adds service(s) to 
the Procurement List that will be 
furnished by nonprofit agencies 
employing persons who are blind or 
have other severe disabilities. 
DATES: Date added to and deleted from 
the Procurement List: February 01, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase 
From People Who Are Blind or Severely 
Disabled, 355 E Street SW, Suite 325, 
Washington, DC 20024. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information or to submit 
comments contact: Michael R. 
Jurkowski, Telephone: (703) 489–1322, 
or email CMTEFedReg@AbilityOne.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Addition 

On November 20, 2025 the Committee 
for Purchase From People Who Are 
Blind or Severely Disabled (operating as 
the U.S. AbilityOne Commission) 
published an initial notice of proposed 
additions to the Procurement List. (90 
FR 52358) The Committee determined 
that the service(s) listed below are 
suitable for procurement by the Federal 
Government and has added this 
service(s) to the Procurement List as a 
mandatory purchase for the contracting 
activity listed. In accordance with 41 
CFR 51–5.3(b), the mandatory purchase 
requirement is limited to contracting 
activity at the location listed, and in 
accordance with 41 CFR 51–5.2, the 
Committee has authorized the nonprofit 
agency listed as the authorized source(s) 
of supply. 

After consideration of the material 
presented to it concerning capability of 
qualified nonprofit agencies to provide 
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the service(s) and impact of the 
additions on the current or most recent 
contractors, the Committee has 
determined that the service(s) listed 
below are suitable for procurement by 
the Federal Government under 41 U.S.C. 
8501–8506 and 41 CFR 51–2.4. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification 

End of Certification 

1. The action will not result in 
additional reporting, recordkeeping or 
other compliance requirements for small 
entities. 

2. The action may result in 
authorizing small entities to furnish the 
service(s) to the Government. 

3. There are no known regulatory 
alternatives which would accomplish 
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner- 
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 8501–8506) in 
connection with the service(s) deleted 
from the Procurement List. 

End of Certification 

Accordingly, the following service(s) 
are added to the Procurement List: 

Services(s) 

Service Type: Base Operating Service 
Mandatory for: US Navy, Naval Facilities 

Engineering Northwest Command, West 
Sound Facilities, Multiple Locations, 
Silverdale, WA, 1101 Tautog Circle, 
Silverdale, WA 

Authorized Source of Supply: Skookum 
Educational Programs, Bremerton, WA 

Contracting Activity: DEPT OF THE NAVY, 
NAVFAC NORTHWEST 

The Committee finds good cause to 
dispense with the 30-day delay in the 
effective date normally required by the 
Administrative Procedure Act. See 5 
U.S.C. 553(d). This addition to the 
Committee’s Procurement List is 
effectuated because of the expiration of 
the DEPT OF THE NAVY, NAVFAC 
NORTHWEST, Base Operation Services, 
NAVFAC NW, West Sound, Bremerton, 
WA contract. The Federal customer 
contacted and has worked diligently 
with the AbilityOne Program to fulfill 
this service need under the AbilityOne 
Program. To avoid performance 
disruption, and the possibility that the 
DEPT OF THE NAVY, NAVFAC 
NORTHWEST will refer its business 
elsewhere, this addition must be 
effective on 2/1/2026, ensuring timely 
execution for a 2/1/2026 start date. The 
Committee published an initial notice of 
proposed Procurement List addition in 
the Federal Register on 11/20/2025 (90 
FR 52358) but did not receive any 
comments. This addition will not create 
a public hardship and has limited effect 
on the public at large. Rather, this 
addition will create new jobs for other 
affected parties—people with significant 

disabilities in the AbilityOne program 
who otherwise face challenges locating 
employment. Moreover, this addition 
enables the Federal customer to 
continue operations without 
interruption. 

Michael R. Jurkowski, 
Director, Business Operations. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01160 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6353–01–P 

U.S. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE CORPORATION 

[DFC–006] 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comments Request 

AGENCY: U.S. International Development 
Finance Corporation (DFC). 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, agencies are 
required to publish a Notice in the 
Federal Register notifying the public 
that the agency is renewing an existing 
information collection for OMB review 
and approval and requests public 
review and comment on the submission. 
Comments are being solicited on the 
need for the information; the accuracy 
of the burden estimate; the quality, 
practical utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and ways to 
minimize reporting the burden, 
including automated collected 
techniques and uses of other forms of 
technology. 

DATES: Comments must be received by 
March 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Comments and requests for 
copies of the subject information 
collection may be sent by any of the 
following methods: 

• Mail: Deborah Papadopoulos, 
Agency Submitting Officer, U.S. 
International Development Finance 
Corporation, 1100 New York Avenue 
NW, Washington, DC 20527. 

• Email: fedreg@dfc.gov. 
Instructions: All submissions received 

must include the agency name and 
agency form number or OMB form 
number for this information collection. 
Electronic submissions must include the 
agency form number in the subject line 
to ensure proper routing. Please note 
that all written comments received in 
response to this notice will be 
considered public records. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Agency Submitting Officer: Deborah 
Papadopoulos, (202) 357–3979. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice informs the public that DFC will 
submit to OMB a request for approval of 
the following information collection. 

Summary Form Under Review 

Title of Collection: Personal 
Identification Form. 

Type of Review: Extension without 
change of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Agency Form Number: DFC–006. 
OMB Form Number: 3015–0010. 
Frequency: Once per party per project. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit; not-for-profit institutions; 
individuals. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Number of Respondents: 1,100. 

Estimated Time per Respondent: 1 
hour. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 1,100 hours. 

Abstract: The Personal Identification 
Form will used by the agency in its 
Know Your Customer procedures. The 
agency will perform a robust due 
diligence review on each party that has 
a significant relationship to the projects 
the agency supports, and this collection 
is one aspect of that review. 

Lisa Wischkaemper, 
Administrative Counsel, Office of the General 
Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01162 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

U.S. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE CORPORATION 

Sunshine Act Meetings 

FEDERAL REGISTER CITATION OF PREVIOUS 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 91 FR 2337, January 20, 
2026. 

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TIME AND DATE OF 
THE MEETING: Wednesday, January 21, 
2026, at 10:00 a.m. 

CHANGES IN THE MEETING: The Closed 
Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 21, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. has been 
cancelled. 

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For further information; please contact 
Heather Carroll, Corporate Secretary at 
corporatesecretary@dfc.gov. 

Dated: January 20, 2026. 
Lisa Wischkaemper, 
Administrative Counsel, U.S. International 
Development Finance Corporation. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01148 Filed 1–20–26; 11:15 am] 

BILLING CODE 3210–01–P 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–41] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 

ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 

Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–41 Policy Justification, 
and Sensitivity of Technology. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–41 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Australia 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * .. $49.0 million 
Other ...................................... $48.3 million 

TOTAL ............................... $97.3 million 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: Foreign 
Military Sales (FMS) case AT–B–UMF 

was below the congressional 
notification threshold at $6.3 million 
($0 in MDE) and included Javelin Life 
Cycle Support (LCS) and United States 
(U.S.) Government and contractor 
technical assistance. The Government of 
Australia has requested that the case be 
amended to include one hundred sixty- 
one (161) Lightweight Command 
Launch Units (LwCLU). This 
amendment will cause the case to 
exceed the notification threshold, and 
thus notification of the entire program is 
required. The above notification 
requirements are combined as follows: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
One hundred sixty-one (161) Javelin 

Lightweight Command Launch 
Units (LwCLU) 

Non-Major Defense Equipment: 
The following non-MDE items will 

also be included: Javelin LwCLU 
Basic Skills Trainer; missile 
simulation rounds and battery 
coolant unit; electronic technical 
manual and operator manuals; life 
cycle support; physical security 
inspection; spare parts; System 
Integration and Check Out; U.S. 
Government and contractor 
technical assistance, engineering, 
logistics, and personnel services; 
tool kits; training; and other related 
elements of logistics and program 
support. 
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(iv) Military Department: Army (AT– 
B–UMF) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 

Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
See Attached Annex 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 19, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Australia—Javelin Lightweight 
Command Launch Unit 

The Government of Australia has 
requested to buy one hundred sixty-one 
(161) Lightweight Command Launch 
Units (LwCLU) that will be added to a 
previously implemented case whose 
value was under the congressional 
notification threshold. The original 
Foreign Military Sales (FMS) case, 
valued at $6.3 million ($0 in Major 
Defense Equipment (MDE)), included 
Javelin Life Cycle Support (LCS) and 
U.S. Government and contractor 
technical assistance. This notification is 
for one hundred sixty-one (161) 
Lightweight Command Launch Units 
(LwCLU). The following non-MDE items 
will also be included: Javelin LwCLU 
Basic Skills Trainer; missile simulation 
rounds and battery coolant unit; 
electronic technical manual and 
operator manuals; life cycle support; 
physical security inspection; spare 
parts; System Integration and Check 
Out; U.S. Government and contractor 
technical assistance, engineering, 
logistics, and personnel services; tool 
kits; training; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. The 
estimated total cost is $97.3 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
objectives of the U.S.. Australia is one 
of our most important allies in the 
Western Pacific. The strategic location 
of this political and economic power 
contributes significantly to ensuring 
peace and economic stability in the 
Western Pacific. It is vital to the U.S. 
national interest to assist our ally in 
developing and maintaining a strong 
and ready self-defense capability. 

The proposed sale will enhance 
Australia’s capability to meet current 
and future threats by improving its 
advanced surface-fired munitions 
capabilities and increasing its capability 
to deter adversaries. This enhanced 
capability will protect Australia and 
local allied land forces and will 
significantly improve Australia’s 

contribution to coalition anti-armor 
capability. Australia will have no 
difficulty absorbing these articles and 
services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be the 
Javelin Joint Venture between RTX 
Corporation, located in Arlington, VA; 
and Lockheed Martin, located in 
Orlando, FL. At this time, the U.S. 
Government is not aware of any offset 
agreement proposed in connection with 
this potential sale. Any offset agreement 
will be defined in negotiations between 
the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will not require the assignment of any 
additional U.S. Government or 
contractor representatives to Australia. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 

Transmittal No. 25–41 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex 

Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Javelin Weapon System is a 

medium-range, man portable, shoulder- 
launched, fire and forget anti-tank 
system. It may also be mounted on a 
variety of platforms including vehicles, 
aircraft, and watercraft. The system 
weighs ∼43.5 pounds and has a 
maximum range in excess of 4,500 
meters. The system is lethal against 
tanks and other systems with 
conventional and reactive armors. The 
system possesses a secondary capability 
against bunkers. 

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the 
use of fire and forget technology which 
allows the gunner to fire and 
immediately relocate or take cover. 
Additional special features are the top 
attack and direct fire modes, an 
advanced tandem warhead and imaging 
infrared seeker, target lock-on before 
launch, and soft launch from enclosures 
or covered fighting positions. The 
Javelin missile also has a minimum 
smoke motor thus decreasing its 
likelihood of being detected on the 
battlefield. 

3. The Javelin Weapon System is 
comprised of two major tactical 
components, a reusable Lightweight 
Command Launch Unit (LwCLU) and a 
round contained in a disposable launch 
tube assembly. The LwCLU incorporates 
an integrated day-night sight that 
provides target engagement capability in 
adverse weather and countermeasure 

environments. The LwCLU may also be 
used in a stand-alone mode for 
battlefield surveillance and target 
detection. The LwCLU’s thermal sight is 
a 3rd generation forward-looking 
infrared sensor. To facilitate initial 
loading and subsequent updating of 
software, all on-board missile software 
is uploaded via the LwCLU after mating 
and prior to launch. 

4. The missile is autonomously 
guided to the target using an imaging 
infrared seeker and adaptive correlation 
tracking algorithms. This allows the 
gunner to take cover or reload and 
engage another target after firing a 
missile. The missile has an advanced 
tandem warhead and can be used in 
either the top attack or direct fire modes 
(for target undercover). An onboard 
flight computer guides the missile to the 
selected target. 

5. The highest level of classification of 
defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale 
is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced 
adversary obtains knowledge of the 
specific hardware and software 
elements, the information could be used 
to develop countermeasures or 
equivalent systems that might reduce 
system effectiveness or be used in the 
development of a system with similar or 
advanced capabilities. 

7. A determination has been made 
that Australia can provide the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive 
technology being released as the U.S. 
Government. This sale is necessary in 
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy 
and national security objectives 
outlined in the Policy Justification. 

8. All defense articles and services 
listed in this transmittal have been 
authorized for release and export to the 
Government of Australia. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01129 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–61] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
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dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 

Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–61 and Policy 
Justification. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–61 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Ukraine 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * .. $ 0 
Other ...................................... $104 million 

TOTAL ............................... $104 million 

Funding Source: Foreign Military 
Financing 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: The 
Government of Ukraine has requested to 
buy equipment; repair services; and 

long-term sustainment support for M777 
howitzers. 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 

None 
Non-MDE: 

The following non-MDE items will be 
included: technical assistance; 
training; publications; and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (UP– 
B–UDB) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 

Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
None 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 5, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Ukraine—Equipment, Repair Services, 
and Sustainment Support for M777 
Howitzers 

The Government of Ukraine has 
requested to buy equipment; repair 
services; and long-term sustainment 
support for M777 howitzers. The 
following non-MDE items will be 
included: technical assistance; training; 
publications; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. The 
estimated total cost is $104 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
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objectives of the United States (U.S.) by 
improving the security of a partner 
country that is a force for political 
stability and economic progress in 
Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve 
Ukraine’s ability to meet current and 
future threats by further equipping it to 
conduct self-defense and regional 
security missions with a more robust 
local sustainment capability. Ukraine 
will have no difficulty absorbing these 
articles and services into its armed 
forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be BAE 
Systems, located in Barrow-in-Furness, 
England. At this time, the U.S. 
Government is not aware of any offset 
agreement proposed in connection with 
this potential sale. Any offset agreement 

will be defined in negotiations between 
the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will not require the assignment of any 
additional U.S. Government or 
contractor representatives to Ukraine. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01125 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–47] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–47, Policy Justification, 
and Sensitivity of Technology. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–47 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Bahrain 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 

Major Defense Equipment * .. $400 million 
Other ...................................... $100 million 

TOTAL ............................... $500 million 

Funding Source: National Funds 
(iii) Description and Quantity or 

Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 

Four (4) M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket Systems (HIMARS) 

Three (3) International Field Artillery 
Tactical Data System 

Non-Major Defense Equipment: 
The following non-MDE items will 

also be included: M28A2 Low Cost 
Reduced Range Practice Rocket 
Pods; High Mobility Multi-Purpose 
Wheeled Vehicle Fire Direction 
Centers; M1084A3 HIMARS 
resupply vehicles; HIMARS Driver 
Vision Enhancer systems; AN/PSN– 
13 Defense Advanced GPS Receiver; 
support and test equipment; 
simulators; generators; integration 
and test support; spares and repair 
parts; communications equipment; 
software delivery and support; 
facilities and construction support; 
publications and technical 
documentation; personnel training 
and training equipment; support 
equipment; United States (U.S.) 
Government and contractor 
engineering, technical, and logistics 
support services; studies and 
surveys; and other related elements 
of logistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (BA– 
B–ULR) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 

Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
See Attached Annex 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 14, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Bahrain—M142 High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System 

The Government of Bahrain has 
requested to buy four (4) M142 High 

Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
(HIMARS); and three (3) International 
Field Artillery Tactical Data Systems. 
The following non-MDE items will also 
be included: M28A2 Low Cost Reduced 
Range Practice Rocket Pods; High 
Mobility Multi-Purpose Wheeled 
Vehicle Fire Direction Centers; 
M1084A3 HIMARS resupply vehicles; 
HIMARS Driver Vision Enhancer 
systems; AN/PSN–13 Defense Advanced 
GPS Receiver; support and test 
equipment; simulators; generators; 
integration and test support; spares and 
repair parts; communications 
equipment; software delivery and 
support; facilities and construction 
support; publications and technical 
documentation; personnel training and 
training equipment; support equipment; 
U.S. Government and contractor 
engineering, technical, and logistics 
support services; studies and surveys; 
and other related elements of logistics 
and program support. The estimated 
total cost is $500 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
objectives of the U.S. by improving the 
security of a major non-NATO ally that 
is an important force for political 
stability and economic progress in the 
Middle East. 

The proposed sale will improve 
Bahrain’s capability to meet current and 
future threats by enhancing its ability to 
provide critical support for the security 
of U.S. installations and personnel in 
Bahrain, integrate into U.S.-led 
coalitions, and to operate independently 
in support of U.S. interests and the 
security of U.S. forces in-theater. 
Bahrain will have no difficulty 
absorbing these articles into its armed 
forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be 
Lockheed Martin, located in Grand 
Prairie, TX. At this time, the U.S. 
Government is not aware of any offset 
agreement proposed in connection with 
this potential sale. Any offset agreement 
will be defined in negotiations between 
the purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will require the assignment of five 
additional U.S. Government and ten 
U.S. contractor representatives for a 
duration of four months to support 
equipment set up and provide operator 
and maintenance training. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 

Transmittal No. 25–47 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex 

Item No. vii 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The M142 High Mobility Artillery 

Rocket System (HIMARS) is a C–130 
transportable wheeled launcher 
mounted on a 5-ton family of medium 
tactical vehicles truck chassis. HIMARS 
is the modern Army-fielded version of 
the Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(MLRS) M270 launcher and can fire all 
the MLRS family of munitions (FOM), 
including Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (GMLRS) variants and 
the Army Tactical Missile System 
(ATACMS). Utilizing the MLRS FOM, 
the HIMARS can engage targets between 
15 and 300 kilometers with global 
positioning system (GPS) aided 
precision accuracy. 

2. The International Field Artillery 
Tactical Data System (IFATDS) is an 
exportable version of the Army’s 
Advanced Field Artillery Tactical Data 
System (AFATDS). IFATDS is a 
software suite that can be installed on 
a standard laptop computer using a 
Windows operating system. IFATDS 
software provides a fully automated 
system to help commanders plan, 
coordinate, control and execute fires. 
The system is used for field artillery, 
mortars, rockets, and close air support. 

3. The Driver Vision Enhancer system, 
or an AN/VAS–5B variant, provides the 
driver the ability to see while 
maneuvering the vehicle in low 
visibility environments during night 
operations or caused by visual 
obscurants such as smoke, dust, and fog. 
The system includes an uncooled 
infrared imaging sensor external to the 
vehicle connected by cable to the 
internal vehicle operator’s touch screen 
display. During periods of low visibility, 
the driver engages the system by 
viewing the driving path displayed on 
the touch screen as seen through the 
infrared imaging sensor. 

4. AN/PSN–13 Defense Advanced 
GPS Receiver (DAGR) is a handheld 
GPS receiver used by the U.S. Army and 
select foreign military services. DAGR is 
a military-grade, dual-frequency 
receiver, and has the security hardware 
necessary to decode precision encrypted 
(P(Y) code GPS band signals. 

5. The highest level of classification of 
defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale 
is SECRET. 

6. If a technologically advanced 
adversary were to obtain knowledge of 
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the specific hardware and software 
elements, the information could be used 
to develop countermeasures that might 
reduce system effectiveness or be used 
in the development of a system with 
similar or advanced capabilities. 

7. A determination has been made 
that Bahrain can provide substantially 
the same degree of protection for the 
sensitive technology being released as 
the U.S. Government. This proposed 
sale is necessary in furtherance of the 
U.S. foreign policy and national security 
objectives outlined in the Policy 
Justification. 

8. All defense articles and services 
listed in this transmittal have been 

authorized for release and export to the 
Government of Bahrain. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01128 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–0R] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–0R. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–0R 

REPORT OF ENHANCEMENT OR 
UPGRADE OF SENSITIVITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY OR CAPABILITY (SEC. 
36(B)(5)(C), AECA) 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Poland 

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal 
No.: 22–71 

Date: December 6, 2022 
Implementing Agency: Army 
Funding Source: National Funds 
(iii) Description: On December 6, 

2022, Congress was notified by 
congressional certification transmittal 
number 22–71 of the possible sale under 
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, of one hundred sixteen 

(116) M1A1 Abrams Main Battle Tanks; 
twelve (12) M88A2 HERCULES Combat 
Recovery Vehicles; eight (8) M1110 Joint 
Assault Bridges; six (6) M577A3 
Command Vehicles; twenty-six (26) 
M1152A1 High Mobility Multi-purpose 
Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWV); twenty- 
six (26) M1279A1 Joint Light Tactical 
Vehicles (JLTV); one hundred sixteen 
(116) M2 .50 caliber machine guns; two 
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hundred thirty-two (232) M240 7.62mm 
machine guns; six (6) AGT 1500 gas 
turbine engines; thirty thousand nine 
hundred twenty-eight (30,928) 120mm 
M865 Target Practice, Cone Stabilized, 
Discarding Sabot—Tracer (TPCSDS–T) 
cartridges; twenty thousand eight 
hundred twenty-three (20,823) 120mm 
M1002 Target Practice Multipurpose 
Tracer (TPMP–T) projectiles; sixty 
thousand (60,000) 120mm M829A4 
Armor Piercing, Fin Stabilized, 
Discarding Sabot-Tracer (APFSDS–T) 
cartridges; two thousand (2,000) 120mm 
M829A3 Armor Piercing, Fin Stabilized, 
Discarding Sabot-Tracer (APFSDS–T) 
cartridges; fifty thousand (50,000) 
120mm M829A2 Armor Piercing, Fin 
Stabilized, Discarding Sabot-Tracer 
(APFSDS–T) cartridges; ten thousand 
(10,000) 120mm M830A1 High 
Explosive Anti-Tank (HEAT) TP–T 
cartridges; sixty thousand (60,000) 
120mm M908 High Explosive Obstacle 
Reduction-Tracer (HE–OR–T) cartridges, 
and seventy thousand (70,000) 120mm 
M1147 High Explosive Advanced 
Multipurpose Round cartridges. Also 
included were Forward Repair Systems; 
Next Generation (NG) Shop Equipment 
Maintenance Contact (SECM) shelters; 
communications equipment; GPS 
receivers; ammunition; Spare and 
Repair Parts; Special Tools and Test 
Equipment (STTE); technical manuals 
and publications; new equipment 
training; United States (U.S.) 
Government and contractor technical 
engineering, logistics, and personnel 
services; and other related elements of 
logistics and program support. The 
estimated total program cost was $3.75 
billion. Major Defense Equipment 
(MDE) constituted $3.25 billion of this 
total. 

On September 25, 2024, Congress was 
notified by congressional certification 
transmittal number 24–0T of the 
inclusion of twenty-five (25) M1150 
Assault Breacher Vehicles (ABVs); 
thirty-seven (37) M2 .50 caliber machine 
guns; sixty thousand (60,000) 120 mm 
M908 High Explosive Obstacle 
Reduction—Tracer (HE–OR–T) 
cartridges; thirty (30) 120 mm M865 
Target Practice, Cone Stabilized, 
Discarding Sabot—Tracer (TPCSDS–T) 
cartridges; two hundred twenty-five 

(225) M58 linear charge demolition, 
high explosive Mine Clearing Line 
Charges (MICLICs); and twenty-five (25) 
M68A2 Charge, Demolition, Inert, 
Flexible Linear. The following non-MDE 
items were also included: MK22 MOD 4 
5-inch rocket motors; AN/PRC–158 
radios; communications equipment; 
Global Positioning System (GPS) 
receivers and precise positioning 
provided by Selective Availability Anti- 
Spoofing Module or M-Code; forward 
repair systems; spare and repair parts; 
Special Tools and Test Equipment 
(STTE); technical manuals and 
publications; New Equipment Training 
(NET); site surveys; transportation; U.S. 
Government and contractor technical, 
engineering, logistics, and personnel 
services; and other related elements of 
logistics and program support. The total 
value of the new items was $850 
million, but did not require an increase 
to the previously notified MDE and non- 
MDE values. The estimated total cost 
remained $3.75 billion. MDE remained 
$3.25 billion of this total. 

This transmittal notifies the inclusion 
of the following additional MDE items: 
sixteen (16) M88A2 Heavy Equipment 
Recovery Combat Utility Lift and 
Evacuation System (HERCULES) 
recovery vehicles and fifty (50) 
AGT1500 M1A1 tank engines. The 
following non-MDE items will also be 
included: M88A2 and tank engine 
follow-on support; 120 mm ammunition 
rounds; and other related elements of 
logistics and program support. The 
estimated total cost of the new items is 
$5.83 billion. The estimated MDE value 
will increase by $4.86 billion. The 
estimated total case value will increase 
by $5.83 billion to a revised $9.58 
billion. MDE will constitute $8.11 
billion of that total. 

(iv) Significance: This notification is 
being provided as the additional MDE 
and non-MDE items were not 
enumerated in the original notification. 
The inclusion of these items represents 
an increase in capability over what was 
previously notified. The proposed sale 
will support Poland’s capability to meet 
current and future threats by enabling a 
credible force that is capable of 
deterring adversaries and participating 
in NATO operations. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale 
will support the foreign policy goals and 
national security objectives of the U.S. 
by improving the security of a NATO 
Ally that is an important force for 
political stability and economic progress 
in Europe. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: 
The Sensitivity of Technology 

Statement contained in the original 
notification applies to items reported 
here. 

The highest level of classification of 
defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale 
is SECRET. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: July 29, 2025 
[FR Doc. 2026–01123 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–52] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–52 and Policy 
Justification. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–52 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Ukraine 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * .. $ 0 
Other ...................................... $99.5 million 

TOTAL ............................... $99.5 million 

Funding Source: Foreign Military 
Financing 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 

None 
Non-Major Defense Equipment: 

Transportation and consolidation 
services in support of security 
assistance programs and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (UP– 
B–BAE) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
None 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 5, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Ukraine—Transportation and 
Consolidation Services 

The Government of Ukraine has 
requested to buy transportation and 
consolidation services in support of 
security assistance programs and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. The estimated total 
cost is $99.5 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy goals and national 
security objectives of the United States 
(U.S.) by improving the ability of 
Ukraine to provide for its own defense. 

The proposed sale will improve 
Ukraine’s capability to meet current and 

future threats by further equipping it to 
conduct self-defense and regional 
security missions through transportation 
and consolidation services. Ukraine will 
have no difficulty absorbing these 
services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractor(s) will be 
determined from approved vendors. At 
this time, the U.S. Government is not 
aware of any offset agreement proposed 
in connection with this potential sale. 
Any offset agreement will be defined in 
negotiations between the purchaser and 
the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will not require the assignment of any 
additional U.S. Government or 
contractor representatives to Ukraine. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01124 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–50] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 

ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 

Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–50 and Policy 
Justification. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–50 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Australia 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 

Major Defense Equipment * .. $ 0 
Other ...................................... $404 million 

TOTAL ............................... $404 million 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: The 
Government of Australia has requested 
to buy equipment and services to 
support maintenance of its MC–55A 
aircraft fleet, to include: 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 

None 
Non-Major Defense Equipment: 

Major and minor modifications; spare 
parts; consumables and accessories; 
repair and return support; United 
States (U.S.) government and 
contractor engineering; technical, 

and logistics support services; and 
other related elements of logistics 
and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force 
(AT–D–VAJ) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT–D– 
SAA and AT–D–SAB 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
None 
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(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 6, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Australia—MC–55A Baseline 2 Upgrade 

The Government of Australia has 
requested to buy equipment and 
services to support maintenance of its 
MC–55A aircraft fleet, to include major 
and minor modifications; spare parts; 
consumables and accessories; repair and 
return support; U.S. government and 
contractor engineering; technical, and 
logistics support services; and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. The estimated total 
cost is $404 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
objectives of the U.S. Australia is one of 
our most important allies in the Western 
Pacific. The strategic location of this 
political and economic power 
contributes significantly to ensuring 
peace and economic stability in the 
region. It is vital to the U.S. national 
interest to assist our ally in developing 
and maintaining a strong and ready self- 
defense capability. 

The proposed sale will improve 
Australia’s capability to maintain its 
fleet of MC–55A aircraft that enhances 

its ability to conduct effective air 
operations and supports U.S. operations 
in the region. Australia will have no 
difficulty absorbing these articles and 
services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be L3 
Harris, located in Greenville, TX. At this 
time, the U.S. government is not aware 
of any offset agreement proposed in 
connection with this potential sale. Any 
offset agreement will be defined in 
negotiations between the purchaser and 
the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will not require the assignment of any 
additional U.S. government or 
contractor representatives to Australia. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01126 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–40] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–40, Policy Justification, 
and Sensitivity of Technology. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–40 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as Amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Canada 

(ii) Total Case Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * .. $ 30 million 
Other ...................................... $130 million 

TOTAL ............................... $160 million 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services 
under Consideration for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Forty-two (42) M1278A2 Joint Light 

Tactical Vehicles (JLTVs), Heavy 
Guns Carrier (HGC) 

Eighteen (18) M1279A2 JLTVs, utility 
truck 

Nine (9) M1289 JLTV cargo trailers 
Non-Major Defense Equipment: 

The following non-MDE items will 
also be included: M153 Common 
Remotely Operated Weapon 
Stations (CROWS); Protector RS4 

Remote Weapon System (RWS); 
Mounted Assured Position, 
Navigation, and Timing (PNT) 
System (MAPS); TRX Dismounted 
PNT System (DAPS); Type 1 radio 
systems, including Tactical 
Network Rover 2e (TNR2e), AN/ 
PRC–148F, AN/PRC–163, and AN/ 
PRC–167; system unique 
integration; Objective Gunner 
Protection Kits (OGPK); driver’s 
vision enhancement (DVE); spare 
and repair parts; special tools and 
test equipment (STTE); technical 
manuals and publications; 
maintenance trainers; new 
equipment training; total package 
fielding support; depot level 
maintenance/repair and return 
support; United States (U.S.) 
Government and contractor 
technical, engineering, and logistics 
personnel services; and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (CN– 
B–VBV) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 

Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
See Attached Annex 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 8, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Canada—Joint Light Tactical Vehicles 

The Government of Canada has 
requested to buy forty-two (42) 
M1278A2 Joint Light Tactical Vehicles 
(JLTVs), Heavy Guns Carrier (HGC); 
eighteen (18) M1279A2 JLTVs, utility 
truck; and nine (9) M1289 JLTV cargo 
trailers. The following non-MDE items 
will also be included: M153 Common 
Remotely Operated Weapon Stations 
(CROWS); Protector RS4 Remote 
Weapon System (RWS); Mounted 
Assured Position, Navigation, and 
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Timing (PNT) System (MAPS); TRX 
Dismounted PNT System (DAPS); Type 
1 radio systems, including Tactical 
Network Rover 2e (TNR2e), AN/PRC– 
148F, AN/PRC–163, and AN/PRC–167; 
system unique integration; Objective 
Gunner Protection Kits (OGPK); driver’s 
vision enhancement (DVE); spare and 
repair parts; special tools and test 
equipment (STTE); technical manuals 
and publications; maintenance trainers; 
new equipment training; total package 
fielding support; depot level 
maintenance/repair and return support; 
U.S. Government and contractor 
technical, engineering, and logistics 
personnel services; and other related 
elements of logistics and program 
support. The estimated total program 
cost is $160 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
objectives of the U.S. by helping to 
improve the military capability of 
Canada, a NATO Ally that is an 
important force for ensuring political 
stability and economic progress, and a 
contributor to military, peacekeeping, 
and humanitarian operations around the 
world. 

The proposed sale will improve 
Canada’s ability to meet current and 
future threats and enhance its ability to 
operate in more complex and rapidly 
changing environments. The proposed 
sale would also contribute to increased 
burden-sharing with allies and partners 
in support of peace operations and 
peacekeeping around the world. Canada 
will have no difficulty absorbing these 
articles and services into its armed 
forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be AM 
General, LLC, located in Auburn Hills, 
MI and Mishawaka, IN. At this time, the 
U.S. Government is not aware of any 
offset agreement proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. Any offset 
agreement will be defined in 
negotiations between the purchaser and 
the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will require multiple trips to Canada 
involving up to fifteen U.S. Government 
and twenty contractor representatives 
for a period of up to six years, to manage 
end-to-end fielding, training, and 
logistics support for the program. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 

Transmittal No. 25–40 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex 

Item No. vii 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The Joint Light Tactical Vehicle 

(JLTV) is a light tactical vehicle 
designed to replace the U.S. military’s 
aging High Mobility Multipurpose 
Wheeled Vehicle fleet. It was designed 
to close the existing gap in payload, 
performance, and protection with our 
adversaries during multi-domain 
operations. It is an optimal choice for a 
spectrum of light tactical vehicle 
missions anywhere in the world. All 
JLTV mission variants include a strong 
balance of protection, maneuverability, 
speed, reliability, and combat service 
support capability that far surpasses any 
similar vehicle in its weight class today. 

2. The JLTV is designed to be a system 
of systems. The JLTV uses a modular 
design that allows it to integrate with 
various materiel and equipment used by 
U.S. forces in tactical operations. 

3. The A-Kit armor is installed into 
the base vehicle during JLTV production 
and provides both opaque and 
transparent armor solutions to provide a 
360-degree azimuthal (i.e. all around) 
protection that includes an elevated fire 
level of protection from a spectrum of 
kinetic energy and small arms fire 
threats. The JLTV also has other 
survivability enhancements, notably 
automatic fire extinguishing protection 
and structural rollover protection of 150 
percent of the vehicle’s Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating. 

4. The Common Remote Operated 
Weapon Station (CROWS) is an 
externally mounted weapon mounting 
and control system that allows the 
gunner to remain inside the vehicle’s 
protected armor while firing a variety of 
crew-served weapons. The CROWS 
provides remote day and night sighting 
and ballistic control capacity, enabling 
first-burst engagement of targets at 
maximum effective weapon range while 
on the move. 

5. The Mounted Assured Position, 
Navigation, and Timing (PNT) System 
Generation II (MAPS GEN II) is a 
platform mounted, ruggedized tactical 
PNT system that gives military forces 
the ability to move, shoot, and 
communicate, and provides situational 
awareness in space-based GPS-limited 
or -denied environments. The system 
features anti-jamming and anti-spoofing 
protection, and a sensor fusion 
processor utilizing PNT sources. The 
MAPS GEN II contains Controlled 

Unclassified Information (CUI) and, in 
some cases, information classified up to 
SECRET. 

6. The TRX Dismounted Assured PNT 
System (DAPS) is a highly accurate 
technology designed to provide robust 
PNT capabilities in GPS-degraded or 
denied environments. This system is M- 
Code compliant and integrates advanced 
anti-jamming and anti-spoofing 
technologies, ensuring operational 
effectiveness in contested environments. 
Given its military-grade applications, 
the TRX–DAPS GEN II incorporates 
proprietary algorithms, classified signal 
processing techniques, and secure 
communication protocols that are 
critical to national security. The 
system’s ability to maintain precise 
navigation in electronic warfare 
scenarios makes it a key asset for 
defensive operations. 

7. The Tactical Network Rover 2e 
(TNR2e) is a Type 1 cryptographic radio 
certified by the National Security 
Agency (NSA) for securing classified 
and sensitive communications. As a 
Type 1 system, it incorporates highly 
encrypted algorithms and security 
measures designed to protect national 
security information form sophisticated 
cyber threats and adversaries. Due to its 
sensitive nature, the system is subject to 
strict handling, usage, and export 
control regulations to ensure its 
integrity and prevent unauthorized 
access. 

8. The AN/PRC–148F is a multiband, 
multimode handheld radio designed for 
secure military and government 
communications. As a Type 1 
cryptographic device certified by the 
NSA, it supports the transmission of 
classified information when properly 
keyed. The radio features wideband and 
narrowband operation, frequency 
hopping, and embedded encryption, 
ensuring secure and reliable voice and 
data communications in a contested 
environment. Additionally, it offers 
satellite communication (SATCOM) 
capabilities, software-defined 
architecture, and interoperability with 
joint and coalition forces. 

9. The Type 1 AN/PRC–163 Multi- 
channel Handheld Radio is a versatile, 
secure solution that leverages 
crossbanding to provide simultaneous 
data & voice across SATCOM, Line-of- 
Sight, and Mobile Ad-hoc Networking 
(MANET) modes. As mission needs 
evolve, this software-defined handheld 
supports fast, in-field updates to new 
capabilities. An external mission 
module hardware interface allows 
warfighters to quickly add options 
including Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance (ISR) video and 
SATCOM. 
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10. The AN/PRC–167 is a multi- 
domain multi-channel tactical narrow 
and wide-band dual transceiver radio 
system providing Type 1 encryption and 
Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing 
Module (SAASM) GPS location and 
timing capabilities. The system can 
provide wide-band high-assurance self- 
healing networking capabilities and 
over-the-horizon Mobile User Objective 
System capabilities. Each transceiver is 
software programmable operating in the 
30–512 MHz and 764–2600 MHz 
frequency ranges. The system can 
operate using the following waveforms: 
narrow-band analog/PCM AM/FM, 
CVSD ASK/FSK cipher text, wideband 
2400 bps and LPC/2400 Mixed 
Excitation Linear Prediction (MELP)— 
SATCOM. As a Type 1 secure system, 
the AN/PRC–167 is considered an 
unclassified controlled cryptographic 
item (CCI). 

11. The highest level of classification 
of defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale 
is SECRET. 

12. If a technologically advanced 
adversary were to obtain knowledge of 
the specific hardware and software 

elements, the information could be used 
to develop countermeasures that might 
reduce weapon system effectiveness or 
be used in the development of a system 
with similar or advanced capabilities. 

13. A determination has been made 
that Canada can provide substantially 
the same degree of protection for the 
sensitive technology being released as 
the U.S. Government. This proposed 
sale is necessary in furtherance of the 
U.S. foreign policy and national security 
objectives outlined in the Policy 
Justification. 

14. All defense articles and services 
listed in this transmittal have been 
authorized for release and export to the 
Government of Canada. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01127 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–45] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 

ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–45 and Policy 
Justification. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–45 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of the United Kingdom 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * .. $ 0 
Other ...................................... $861 million 

TOTAL ............................... $861 million 

(iii) Description and Quantity or 
Quantities of Articles or Services under 
Consideration for Purchase: Equipment 
and services to support Contractor 
Logistics Support sustainment for the 
United Kingdom’s C–17 (Globemaster 
III) aircraft fleet. 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 

None 
Non-Major Defense Equipment: 

The following non-MDE items will be 
included: engine components, 
parts, and accessories; major and 
minor modifications; computer 
program identification numbers; 
spare parts, consumables and 
accessories, and repair and return 
support; classified and unclassified 
software delivery and support; 
classified and unclassified 
publications and technical 
documentation; United States (U.S.) 
Government and contractor 
engineering, technical, and logistics 
support services; and other related 
elements of logistics and program 
support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force 
(UK–D–QDZ) 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: UK–D– 
QDQ 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, 
Offered, or Agreed to be Paid: None 
known at this time 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology 
Contained in the Defense Article or 
Defense Services Proposed to be Sold: 
None 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 26, 2025 

* as defined in Section 47(6) of the 
Arms Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

United Kingdom—C–17 Globemaster III 
Aircraft Sustainment Support 

The Government of the United 
Kingdom has requested to buy 
equipment and services to support 
contractor logistics support sustainment 
for the United Kingdom’s C–17 
(Globemaster III) aircraft fleet. The 
following non-MDE items will be 
included: engine components, parts, 
and accessories; major and minor 
modifications; computer program 
identification numbers; spare parts, 
consumables and accessories, and repair 
and return support; classified and 
unclassified software delivery and 
support; classified and unclassified 
publications and technical 
documentation; U.S. Government and 
contractor engineering, technical, and 
logistics support services; and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. The estimated total 
cost is $861 million. 

This proposed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national security 
objectives of the U.S. by improving the 
security of a key NATO Ally that is an 
important force for political stability 
and economic progress in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve the 
United Kingdom’s capability to meet 
current and future threats by ensuring 
the operational readiness of the Royal 
Air Force. Its C–17 aircraft fleet 
provides strategic airlift capabilities that 
directly support U.S. and coalition 
operations around the world. The 
United Kingdom will have no difficulty 
absorbing these articles and services 
into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment 
and support will not alter the basic 
military balance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be The 
Boeing Company, located in Arlington, 

VA. At this time, the U.S. Government 
is not aware of any offset agreement 
proposed in connection with this 
potential sale. Any offset agreement will 
be defined in negotiations between the 
purchaser and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale 
will not require the assignment of any 
additional U.S. Government or 
contractor representatives to the United 
Kingdom. 

There will be no adverse impact on 
U.S. defense readiness as a result of this 
proposed sale. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01131 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–0Z] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–0Z. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–0Z 

REPORT OF ENHANCEMENT OR 
UPGRADE OF SENSITIVITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY OR CAPABILITY (SEC. 
36(B)(5)(C), AECA) 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of India 

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal 
No.: 19–30 

Date: July 26, 2019 
Implementing Agency: Air Force 
Funding Source: National Funds 
(iii) Description: On July 26, 2019, 

Congress was notified by congressional 
certification transmittal number 19–30 
of the possible sale, under Section 
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
of C–17 follow-on support, including 
spares and repair parts; support 
equipment; personnel training and 
training equipment; publications and 
technical documentation; support and 
test equipment; United States (U.S.) 
Government and contractor engineering, 
technical, and logistical support 
services; and other related elements of 
logistics and program support. The 
estimated total cost was $670 million. 
There was no Major Defense Equipment 
(MDE) associated with this sale. 

On April 2, 2024, Congress was 
notified by congressional certification 
transmittal number 24–0C of the 
addition of the following non-MDE 
items: follow-on support equipment, 
including aircraft components, parts, 
and accessories; precision measurement 
equipment laboratory calibration; and 
additional sustainment support, as 
previously notified. The estimated total 
value of added non-MDE articles and 
services was $130 million. The 
estimated total case value was increased 
from $670 million to $800 million. 
There was no MDE associated with this 
sale. 

This transmittal notifies the addition 
of the following non-MDE items: follow- 
on sustainment support of the Indian 
Air Force’s C–17 aircraft fleet; major and 
minor modifications; cartridges, chaffs, 
and flares; and other related elements of 
logistics and program support. The 
estimated total cost of the new items is 
$1.10 billion. The estimated total case 
value will increase by $1.10 billion to a 
revised $1.90 billion. There is no MDE 
associated with this potential sale. 

(iv) Significance: The proposed sale 
will improve India’s capability to meet 
current and future threats by supporting 

maintenance and operation of its C–17 
aircraft fleet. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale 
will support the foreign policy and 
national security objectives of the U.S. 
by helping to strengthen the U.S.-India 
strategic relationship and to improve the 
security of a major defense partner 
which continues to be an important 
force for political stability, peace, and 
economic progress in the Indo-Pacific 
and South Asia regions. 

(vi) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: July 25, 2025 
[FR Doc. 2026–01122 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 25–1A] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 

fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 25–1A. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–C 

Transmittal No. 25–1A 

REPORT OF ENHANCEMENT OR 
UPGRADE OF SENSITIVITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY OR CAPABILITY (SEC. 
36(B)(5)(C), AECA) 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government 
of Italy 

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal 
No.: 24–18 

Date: March 15, 2024 
Implementing Agency: Navy 
(iii) Description: On March 15, 2024, 

Congress was notified by congressional 
certification transmittal number 24–18 
of the possible sale, under Section 
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
of sixty-six (66) AIM–9X Sidewinder 
Block II+ Tactical Missiles; seven (7) 
AIM–9X Block II+ tactical guidance 
units; twenty-four (24) AIM–9X captive 

air training missiles (CATM); and four 
(4) AIM–9X CATM guidance units. Also 
included were active optical target 
detectors; containers; personnel training 
and training equipment; classified and 
unclassified publications and technical 
documents; warranties; United States 
(U.S.) Government engineering, 
technical, and logistics support services; 
and other related elements of logistics 
and program support. The estimated 
total case value was $90.6 million. 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE) 
constituted $63.2 million of this total. 

This transmittal notifies the inclusion 
of the following additional MDE items: 
up to one hundred (100) AIM–9X 
Sidewinder Block II+ tactical missiles 
and up to thirty-one (31) AIM–9X 
Sidewinder Block II CATMs. The 
following non-MDE items are also 
included: missile containers; spare 

parts; associated support; and other 
related elements of logistics and 
program support. The estimated total 
cost of the new items is $119.8 million. 
The estimated MDE value will increase 
by $96.2 million to a revised $159.4 
million. The estimated non-MDE value 
will increase by $23.6 million to a 
revised $51 million. The estimated total 
case value will increase by $119.8 
million to a revised 210.4 million. 

(iv) Significance: The proposed sale 
will improve Italy’s capability to meet 
current and future threats by providing 
missiles and CATMs for its F–35 fleet. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale 
will support the foreign policy and 
national security objectives of the U.S. 
by improving the security of a NATO 
Ally that is a force for political stability 
and economic progress in Europe. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: 
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The Sensitivity of Technology 
Statement contained in the original 
notification applies to items reported 
here. 

The highest level of classification of 
defense articles, components, and 
services included in this potential sale 
is SECRET. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to 
Congress: August 22, 2025 
[FR Doc. 2026–01130 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 

DENALI COMMISSION 

Denali Commission Fiscal Year 2026 
Draft Work Plan 

AGENCY: Denali Commission. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The President’s 2026 Budget 
requested no new funding for the Denali 
Commission in 2026 and proposed to 
use all available resources to conduct an 
orderly closeout of the Commission. 
Congress has begun work on bills that 
do provide funding for the 
Commission’s FY 2026 operations and 
the FY 2026 Work Plan represents the 
Commission’s contingency plan if such 
a bill is enacted. The Denali 
Commission (Commission) is an 
independent Federal agency based on 
an innovative federal-state partnership 
designed to provide critical utilities, 
infrastructure and support for economic 
development and training in Alaska by 
delivering federal services in the most 
cost-effective manner possible. The 
Commission is required to develop an 
annual work plan for future spending 
which will be published in the Federal 
Register, providing an opportunity for a 
30-day period of public review and 
written comment. This Federal Register 
notice serves to announce the 30-day 
opportunity for public comment on the 
Denali Commission Draft Work Plan for 
Federal Fiscal Year 2026 (FY 2026). 
DATES: Comments and related material 
to be received by February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit comments to the 
Denali Commission, Attention: John 
Whittington, 550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 
1230, Anchorage, AK 99501. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Whittington, Denali Commission, 550 W 
7th Avenue, Suite 1230, Anchorage, AK 
99501. Telephone: (907) 271–1414. 
Email: jwhittington@denali.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background: The Denali 
Commission’s mission is to partner with 
tribal, federal, state, and local 
governments and collaborate with all 
Alaskans to improve the effectiveness 

and efficiency of government services, 
to build and ensure the operation and 
maintenance of Alaska’s basic 
infrastructure, and to develop a well- 
trained labor force employed in a 
diversified and sustainable economy. 

By creating the Commission, Congress 
mandated that all parties involved 
partner together to find new and 
innovative solutions to the unique 
infrastructure and economic 
development challenges in America’s 
most remote communities. Pursuant to 
the Denali Commission Act, the 
Commission determines its own basic 
operating principles and funding 
criteria on an annual federal fiscal year 
(October 1 to September 30) basis. The 
Commission outlines these priorities 
and funding recommendations in an 
annual work plan. The FY 2026 Work 
Plan was developed in the following 
manner. 

• A workgroup comprised of Denali 
Commissioners and Commission staff 
developed a preliminary draft work 
plan. 

• The preliminary draft work plan 
was published on Denali.gov for review 
by the public in advance of public 
testimony. 

• A public hearing was held to record 
public comments and recommendations 
on the preliminary draft work plan. 

• Written comments on the 
preliminary draft work plan were also 
accepted. 

• All public hearing comments and 
written comments were provided to 
Commissioners for their review and 
consideration. 

• Commissioners discussed the 
preliminary draft work plan in a public 
meeting and then voted on the work 
plan during the meeting. 

• The Commissioners forwarded their 
recommended work plan to the Federal 
Co-Chair, who then prepared the draft 
work plan for publication in the Federal 
Register providing a 30-day period for 
public review and written comment. 
During this time, the draft work plan 
will also be disseminated to 
Commission program partners 
including, but not limited to, the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA), 
Department of Agriculture—Rural 
Utilities Service (USDA/RUS), and the 
State of Alaska. 

• At the conclusion of the Federal 
Register Public comment period 
Commission staff provides the Federal 
Co-Chair with a summary of public 
comments and recommendations, if any, 
on the draft work plan. 

• If no revisions are made to the draft, 
the Federal Co-Chair provides notice of 
approval of the work plan to the 

Commissioners, and forwards the work 
plan to the Secretary of Commerce for 
approval; or, if there are revisions the 
Federal Co-Chair provides notice of 
modifications to the Commissioners for 
their consideration and approval, and 
upon receipt of approval from 
Commissioners, forwards the work plan 
to the Secretary of Commerce for 
approval. 

• The Secretary of Commerce 
approves the work plan. 

• The Federal Co-Chair then approves 
grants and contracts based upon the 
approved work plan. 

FY 2026 Appropriations Summary 
The Commission has historically 

received federal funding from several 
sources. The three primary sources at 
this time include the Energy & Water 
Appropriation Bill (‘‘base’’ or 
‘‘discretionary’’ funds), transfers from 
the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
and an annual allocation from the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Liability (TAPL) 
fund. The proposed FY 2026 Work Plan 
assumes the Commission will receive 
$18,000,000 of base funds, a $3,500,000 
TAPL allocation and $17,800,000 in 
transfers from DOT based on 
discussions with the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB). The 
total base funding shown in the Work 
Plan also includes an amount typically 
available from project closeouts and 
other de-obligations that occur in any 
given year. Administrative costs will be 
taken from the $18,000,000 in base 
funds, reducing that amount to 
$15,000,000 which will be available for 
program activities. Absent any new 
specific direction or limitations 
provided by Congress in the current 
Energy & Water Appropriations Bill, 
these funding sources are governed by 
the following general principles, either 
by statute or by language in the Work 
Plan itself: 

• Funds from the Energy & Water 
Appropriation are eligible for use in all 
programs. 

• TAPL funds can only be used for 
bulk fuel related projects and activities. 

• DOT transfers can only be used for 
surface and water transportation 
projects. 

• Appropriated funds may be reduced 
due to Congressional action, rescissions 
by OMB, and other federal agency 
actions. 

• All Energy & Water and TAPL 
investment amounts identified in the 
work plan, are ‘‘up to’’ amounts, and 
may be reassigned to other programs 
included in the current year work plan, 
if they are not fully expended in a 
program component area or a specific 
project. 
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1 If the final appropriation is less than $18 million 
the Federal Co-Chair shall reduce investments to 
balance the FY 2026 Work Plan. This column 
reflects H.R. 6938, which passed the House on 1/ 
8/2026 and contains $18 million in appropriations 
for the Denali Commission. This amount reflects 

administrative costs reducing the $18 million in 
appropriations. 

2 This column reflects projected FY 2026 TAPL 
interest allocation plus anticipated recoveries as 
reflected in the committee-passed House and Senate 
bills. 

3 This column reflects S. 2465, which was 
reported out of the Senate Committee on 
Appropriations 7/24/2025 and contains $20 million 
in DOT funding for the Commission. 

4 Dollar amounts may change based on the final 
enacted FY 2026 appropriations bills. 

• Energy & Water and TAPL funds set 
aside for administrative expenses that 
subsequently become available, may be 

used for program activities included in 
the current year work plan. 

DENALI COMMISSION FY2026 FUNDING SUMMARY 

Source Available for program activities 

Energy & Water Funds: 
FY 2026 Energy & Water Appropriation 1 ................................................................................................ $15,000,000 

Subtotal ............................................................................................................................................. 15,000,000 
TAPL Funds: 

FY 2026 Annual Allocation 2 ..................................................................................................................... 3,500,000 

Subtotal ............................................................................................................................................. 3,500,000 
DOT Transfers: 

FY 2026 Allocation 3 ................................................................................................................................. 17,800,000 

Subtotal ............................................................................................................................................. 17,800,000 

Grand Total 4 .............................................................................................................................. 36,300,000 

Base TAPL DOT Total 

Energy Systems: 
Power and Bulk Fuel Systems; Hybrid and Redundant Systems; Electricity and 

Heat; Energy Efficiency, and Small-Scale Nuclear .............................................. $5,000,000 $3,500,000 .................... $8,500,000 

Subtotal ............................................................................................................. 5,000,000 3,500,000 .................... 8,500,000 

Transportation: 
Roads, Boardwalks, Ports, Waterway Facilities, and Intermodal Connections ....... .................... .................... 17,800,000 ....................

Subtotal ............................................................................................................. .................... .................... 17,800,000 ....................

Communications & Emergency Preparedness and Recovery: 
Adaptation to new technologies, cold climate, remote rural pilot projects, access 

to create economies, technology transfers ........................................................... 2,000,000 .................... .................... ....................
Risk Mitigation and risk Management; Projects that address risks to life-safety, 

human health, and the environment ..................................................................... 6,000,000 .................... .................... ....................

Subtotal ............................................................................................................. 8,000,000 .................... .................... ....................

Other Infrastructure: 
Discretionary amount to focus on activities that emerge through the above pro-

gram priorities ....................................................................................................... 2,000,000 .................... .................... ....................

Subtotal ............................................................................................................. 2,000,000 .................... .................... ....................

Totals .......................................................................................................... 15,000,000 3,500,000 17,800,000 36,300,000 

John Whittington, 
General Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01108 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3300–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

Combined Notice of Filings #1 

Take notice that the Commission 
received the following Complaints and 
Compliance filings in EL Dockets: 

Docket Numbers: EL26–41–000. 
Applicants: Terminus Hydroelectric, 

LLC v. California Independent System 
Operator Corporation. 

Description: Complaint of Terminus 
Hydroelectric, LLC v. California 
Independent System Operator 
Corporation. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5056. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Take notice that the Commission 

received the following electric rate 
filings: 

Docket Numbers: ER21–1807–007. 
Applicants: Hill Top Energy Center 

LLC. 
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Description: Refund Report: Refund 
Report to be effective N/A. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5043. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–606–001. 
Applicants: North Johnson Energy 

Center, LLC. 
Description: Tariff Amendment: 

Amendment to MBR Application to be 
effective 1/15/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5051. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/23/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–812–001. 
Applicants: Midcontinent 

Independent System Operator, Inc. 
Description: Tariff Amendment: 

2026–01–15_SA 4626 Ameren Missouri- 
Ameren Missouri Sub Original GIA 
(R1059) to be effective 12/11/2025. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5193. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1054–000. 
Applicants: Cimarron Energy Storage, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Cimarron Energy Storage MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5174. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1055–000. 
Applicants: Great Prairie Energy 

Storage, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Great 

Prairie Energy Storage MBR Application 
to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5179. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1056–000. 
Applicants: Great Prairie Energy 

Storage II, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Great 

Prairie Energy Storage II MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5180. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1057–000. 
Applicants: Great Prairie Energy 

Storage III, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Great 

Prairie Energy Storage III MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5181. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1058–000. 
Applicants: Little Ashdown Solar, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Little 

Ashdown Solar MBR Application to be 
effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 

Accession Number: 20260115–5182. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1059–000. 
Applicants: Mammoth Plains Energy 

Storage, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Mammoth Plains Energy Storage MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5183. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1060–000. 
Applicants: McLemore Energy Center, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

McLemore Energy Center MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5184. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1061–000. 
Applicants: Rice County Energy 

Center, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Rice 

County Energy Storage Center MBR 
Application to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5187. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1062–000. 
Applicants: Sholes Energy Storage, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Sholes 

Energy Storage MBR Application to be 
effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5190. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1063–000. 
Applicants: Sumner Energy Center, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Sumner Energy Center MBR Application 
to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5197. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1064–000. 
Applicants: Wild Plains Wind Project 

II, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Wild 

Plains Wind Project II MBR Application 
to be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5199. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1065–000. 
Applicants: Yellow House Solar, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Yellow House Solar MBR Application to 
be effective 3/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5200. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/5/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1066–000. 
Applicants: American Transmission 

Systems, Incorporated. 

Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: ATSI 
submits a Construction Agmt—SA No. 
7495 to be effective 3/18/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26 
Accession Number: 20260116–5002. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1067–000. 
Applicants: Keystone Appalachian 

Transmission Company. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

KATCO submits a Construction Agmt— 
SA No. 7278 to be effective 3/18/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5005. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1068–000. 
Applicants: Central Hudson Gas & 

Electric Corporation, New York 
Independent System Operator, Inc. 

Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: New 
York Independent System Operator, Inc. 
submits tariff filing per 35.13(a)(2)(iii: 
Central Hudson 205: Revisions to Rate 
Schedule 12 to be effective 3/18/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5024. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1069–000. 
Applicants: IL Solar 1, LLC. 
Description: Request for Limited and 

Prospective Waiver, et al. of IL Solar 1, 
LLC. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5046. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1070–000. 
Applicants: PacifiCorp. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

UAMPS TSOA Rev 11 (R.S. No. 297) to 
be effective 1/17/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5052. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1071–000. 
Applicants: Arizona Public Service 

Company. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: RS 

No. 324 to be effective 3/18/2026. 
Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5054. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1072–000. 
Applicants: ISO New England Inc., 

Public Service Company of New 
Hampshire, Eversource Energy Service 
Company (as agent). 

Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 
Eversource Energy Service Company (as 
agent) submits tariff filing per 
35.13(a)(2)(iii: ISO–NE/PSNH; Original 
Service Agreement No. TSA–PSNH–007 
to be effective 3/1/2024. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5059. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: ER26–1073–000. 
Applicants: Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission Association, Inc. 
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1 For tracking purposes under the National 
Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification 
number for documents relating to this 
environmental review is EAXX–019–20–000– 
1759314183. 

2 National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as 
amended (Public Law [Pub. L.] 91–190. 42 U.S.C. 
4321–4347, as amended by Pub. L. 94–52, July 3, 
1975; Pub. L. 94–83, August 9, 1975; Pub. L. 97– 
258, 4(b), September 13, 1982; Pub. L. 118–5, June 
3, 2023; Pub. L. 119–21, July 4, 2025). 

3 18 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 380. 

Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: Initial 
Filing of Facilities Use Agreement to be 
effective 3/18/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5075. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 

Docket Numbers: ER26–1074–000. 
Applicants: Chalan CA Solar Storage, 

LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Chalan CA Solar Storage MBR 
Application Filing to be effective 3/18/ 
2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5087. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 

Docket Numbers: ER26–1075–000. 
Applicants: OSW Project, LLC. 
Description: 205(d) Rate Filing: 

Application for MBR Authorization and 
Request for Waivers to be effective 3/18/ 
2026. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5096. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 

The filings are accessible in the 
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/ 
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the 
docket number. 

Any person desiring to intervene, to 
protest, or to answer a complaint in any 
of the above proceedings must file in 
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206 
of the Commission’s Regulations (18 
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or 
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the 
specified comment date. Protests may be 
considered, but intervention is 
necessary to become a party to the 
proceeding. 

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed 
information relating to filing 
requirements, interventions, protests, 
service, and qualifying facilities filings 
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/ 
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For 
other information, call (866) 208–3676 
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502–8659. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Carlos D. Clay, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01145 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. CP25–525–000] 

TTC Connector, LLC; Notice of 
Availability of the Environmental 
Assessment for the Proposed TTC 
Connector Project 

The staff of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC or 
Commission) has prepared an 
environmental assessment (EA) for the 
TTC Connector Project, proposed by 
TTC Connector, LLC (TTC) in the above- 
referenced docket.1 TTC requests 
authorization to construct and operate a 
new compressor station and 
approximately 25 miles of pipeline in 
Colorado and Wharton counties, Texas. 
The proposed Project would provide 
300,000 dekatherms (Dth) per day of 
firm transportation service from 
Enbridge Inc.’s Tres Palacios Gas 
Storage (Tres Palacios) to interconnects 
with Energy Transfer Partners, LP’s 
Trunkline Pipeline, Gulf South Pipeline 
Company’s Coastal Bend Header 
Interconnect Station, and at a 
downstream point on Tres Palacios’ 
system. 

Any person wishing to comment on 
the EA may do so. To ensure 
consideration of your comments on the 
proposal prior to making a decision on 
the project, it is important that the 
Commission receive your comments on 
or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
February 17, 2026. Instructions for filing 
comments are provided on page 3. 

FERC is the lead federal agency for 
authorizing interstate natural gas 
transmission facilities under the Natural 
Gas Act of 1938 (NGA) and the lead 
federal agency for preparation of the EA. 
The EA assesses the potential 
environmental effects of the TTC 
Connector Project in accordance with 
the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 2 and 
the Commission’s implementing 
regulations.3 The principal purposes of 
the EA are to: identify and assess the 
potential effects on the natural and 
human environment; describe and 
evaluate reasonable alternatives; 

identify and recommend mitigation 
measures; and facilitate public 
involvement in the environmental 
review process. The EA concludes that 
approval of the proposed project would 
not constitute a major federal action 
significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment. 

The EA addresses the potential 
environmental effects of the 
construction and operation of the 
following project facilities: 

• 25 miles of 20-inch-diameter 
pipeline; 

• TTC Connector Compressor Station 
comprised of two compressor units, 
each having a name-plate horsepower 
(hp) of 5,500 hp; 

• Tres Palacios Receipt Interconnect 
Point (connecting to an existing flanged 
valve), located within TTC Connector 
Compressor Station; 

• Tres Palacios Delivery Interconnect 
Station, located within the fenced limits 
of the TTC Connector Compressor 
Station; 

• a mainline valve assembly, located 
at approximately milepost (MP) 13.1; 

• Trunkline Delivery Interconnect 
Station, located at approximately MP 
23.8; and 

• Coastal Bend Header Delivery 
Interconnect Station, located at 
approximately MP 24.8. 

The Commission mailed a copy of the 
Notice of Availability of the EA to 
federal, state, and local government 
representatives and agencies; elected 
officials; environmental and public 
interest groups; Native American tribes; 
potentially affected landowners and 
other interested individuals and groups; 
and newspapers and libraries in the 
project area. The EA is only available in 
electronic format. It may be viewed and 
downloaded from the FERC’s website 
(www.ferc.gov), on the natural gas 
environmental documents page (https:// 
www.ferc.gov/industries-data/natural- 
gas/environment/environmental- 
documents). In addition, the EA may be 
accessed by using the eLibrary link on 
the FERC’s website. Click on the 
eLibrary link (https://elibrary.ferc.gov/ 
eLibrary/search), select ‘‘General 
Search’’ and enter the docket number in 
the ‘‘Docket Number’’ field, excluding 
the last three digits (i.e., CP25–525). Be 
sure you have selected an appropriate 
date range. For assistance, please 
contact FERC Online Support at 
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll free 
at (866) 208–3676, or for TTY, contact 
(202) 502–8659. 

The EA is not a decision document. 
It presents Commission staff’s 
independent analysis of the 
environmental issues for the 
Commission to consider when 
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addressing the merits of all issues in 
this proceeding. Under section 7(c) of 
the NGA, the Commission determines 
whether interstate natural gas 
transportation facilities are in the public 
convenience and necessity and, if so, 
grants a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity to construct 
and operate them. The Commission 
bases its decisions on both economic 
issues, including need, and 
environmental effects. 

Your comments should focus on the 
EA’s disclosure and discussion of 
potential environmental effects, 
reasonable alternatives, and measures to 
avoid or lessen environmental effects. 
The more specific your comments, the 
more useful they will be. For your 
convenience, there are three methods 
you can use to file your comments to the 
Commission. The Commission 
encourages electronic filing of 
comments and has staff available to 
assist you at (866) 208–3676 or 
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. Please 
carefully follow these instructions so 
that your comments are properly 
recorded. 

(1) You can file your comments 
electronically using the eComment 
feature on the Commission’s website 
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to FERC 
Online. This is an easy method for 
submitting brief, text-only comments on 
a project; 

(2) You can also file your comments 
electronically using the eFiling feature 
on the Commission’s website 
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to FERC 
Online. With eFiling, you can provide 
comments in a variety of formats by 
attaching them as a file with your 
submission. New eFiling users must 
first create an account by clicking on 
‘‘eRegister.’’ You must select the type of 
filing you are making. If you are filing 
a comment on a particular project, 
please select ‘‘Comment on a Filing’’; or 

(3) You can file a paper copy of your 
comments by mailing them to the 
Commission. Be sure to reference the 
project docket number (CP25–525–000) 
on your letter. Submissions sent via the 
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed 
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A, 
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions 
sent via any other carrier must be 
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue, 
Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

Filing environmental comments will 
not give you intervenor status, but you 
do not need intervenor status to have 
your comments considered. Only 
intervenors have the right to seek 

rehearing or judicial review of the 
Commission’s decision. At this point in 
this proceeding, the timeframe for filing 
timely intervention requests has 
expired. Any person seeking to become 
a party to the proceeding must file a 
motion to intervene out-of-time 
pursuant to Rule 214(b)(3) and (d) of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedures (18 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and 
(d)) and show good cause why the time 
limitation should be waived. Motions to 
intervene are more fully described at 
https://www.ferc.gov/how-intervene. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. Additional information about 
the project is available from the FERC 
website (www.ferc.gov) using the 
eLibrary link. The eLibrary link also 
provides access to the texts of all formal 
documents issued by the Commission, 
such as orders, notices, and 
rulemakings. 

In addition, the Commission offers a 
free service called eSubscription which 
allows you to keep track of all formal 
issuances and submittals in specific 
dockets. This can reduce the amount of 
time you spend researching proceedings 
by automatically providing you with 
notification of these filings, document 
summaries, and direct links to the 
documents. Go to https://www.ferc.gov/ 
ferc-online/overview to register for 
eSubscription. 
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01166 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Project No. 5698–000] 

Triton Power Company; Notice of 
Authorization for Continued Project 
Operation 

The license for the Chateaugay High 
Falls Hydroelectric Project No. 5698 was 
issued for a period ending December 31, 
2025. 

Section 15(a)(1) of the FPA, 16 U.S.C. 
808(a)(1), requires the Commission, at 
the expiration of a license term, to issue 
from year-to-year an annual license to 
the then licensee(s) under the terms and 
conditions of the prior license until a 
new license is issued, or the project is 

otherwise disposed of as provided in 
section 15 or any other applicable 
section of the FPA. If the project’s prior 
license waived the applicability of 
section 15 of the FPA, then, based on 
section 9(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 558(c), and as 
set forth at 18 CFR 16.21(a), if the 
licensee of such project has filed an 
application for a subsequent license, the 
licensee may continue to operate the 
project in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the license after the 
minor or minor part license expires, 
until the Commission acts on its 
application. If the licensee of such a 
project has not filed an application for 
a subsequent license, then it may be 
required, pursuant to 18 CFR 16.21(b), 
to continue project operations until the 
Commission issues someone else a 
license for the project or otherwise 
orders disposition of the project. 

If the project is subject to section 15 
of the FPA, notice is hereby given that 
an annual license for Project No. 5698 
is issued to Triton Power Company for 
a period effective January 1, 2026, 
through December 31, 2026, or until the 
issuance of a new license for the project 
or other disposition under the FPA, 
whichever comes first. 

If issuance of a new license (or other 
disposition) does not take place on or 
before December 31, 2026, notice is 
hereby given that, pursuant to 18 CFR 
16.18(c), an annual license under 
section 15(a)(1) of the FPA is renewed 
automatically without further order or 
notice by the Commission, unless the 
Commission orders otherwise. 

If the project is not subject to section 
15 of the FPA, notice is hereby given 
that Triton Power Company is 
authorized to continue operation of the 
Chateaugay High Falls Hydroelectric 
Project under the terms and conditions 
of the prior license until the issuance of 
a subsequent license for the project or 
other disposition under the FPA, 
whichever comes first. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01163 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 
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1 18 CFR 157.9. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

Combined Notice of Filings 

Take notice that the Commission has 
received the following Natural Gas 
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings: 

Filings Instituting Proceedings 

Docket Numbers: PR26–25–000. 
Applicants: Columbia Gas of Virginia 

Inc. 
Description: 284.123 Rate Filing: 

Revisions to SOC per VA SCC 12–2025 
Order to be effective 12/31/2025. 

Filed Date: 1/16/26. 
Accession Number: 20260116–5049. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 2/6/26. 
Docket Numbers: RP26–381–000. 
Applicants: Gillis Hub Pipeline, LLC. 
Description: 4(d) Rate Filing: Filing of 

Negotiated Rate, Conforming IW 
Agreement 1.15.26 to be effective 1/16/ 
2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5144. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26. 
Docket Numbers: RP26–382–000. 
Applicants: Northern Natural Gas 

Company. 
Description: 4(d) Rate Filing: 

20260115 Negotiated Rate Filing to be 
effective 1/16/2026. 

Filed Date: 1/15/26. 
Accession Number: 20260115–5157. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. ET 1/27/26. 
Any person desiring to intervene, to 

protest, or to answer a complaint in any 
of the above proceedings must file in 
accordance with Rules 211, 214, or 206 
of the Commission’s Regulations (18 
CFR 385.211, 385.214, or 385.206) on or 
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern time on the 
specified comment date. Protests may be 
considered, but intervention is 
necessary to become a party to the 
proceeding. 

The filings are accessible in the 
Commission’s eLibrary system (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/search/ 
fercgensearch.asp) by querying the 
docket number. 

eFiling is encouraged. More detailed 
information relating to filing 
requirements, interventions, protests, 
service, and qualifying facilities filings 
can be found at: http://www.ferc.gov/ 
docs-filing/efiling/filing-req.pdf. For 
other information, call (866) 208–3676 
(toll free). For TTY, call (202) 502–8659. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Carlos D. Clay, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01146 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. CP26–55–000] 

Venture Global CP2 LNG, LLC; Notice 
of Application, Establishing 
Intervention Deadline, and Waiver of 
Pre-Filing Process 

Take notice that on December 29, 
2025, Venture Global CP2 LNG, LLC 
(CP2 LNG), 1401 McKinney Street, Suite 
2600, Houston, Texas 77010, filed an 
application under section 3 of the 
Natural Gas Act (NGA) and Part 153 of 
the Commission’s regulations requesting 
authorization to amend the 
authorizations issued by the 
Commission in Docket No. CP22–21– 
000 on June 27, 2024 to site, construct, 
and operate a new liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) export terminal and associated 
facilities (Project). The Project consists 
of increasing the authorized peak 
liquefaction capacity achievable under 
optimal conditions from 28.0 million 
metric tons per annum (MTPA) to 35.0 
MTPA of LNG at the CP2 LNG Export 
Terminal located on the east side of the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel in Cameron 
Parish, Louisiana, all as more fully set 
forth in the application which is on file 
with the Commission and open for 
public inspection. 

In addition to publishing the full text 
of this document in the Federal 
Register, the Commission provides all 
interested persons an opportunity to 
view and/or print the contents of this 
document via the internet through the 
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s 
Home Page on the internet, this 
information is available on eLibrary. 
The full text of this document is 
available on eLibrary in PDF and 
Microsoft Word format for viewing, 
printing, and/or downloading. To access 
this document in eLibrary, type the 
docket number excluding the last three 
digits of this document in the docket 
number field. 

User assistance is available for 
eLibrary and the Commission’s website 
during normal business hours from 
FERC Online Support at (202) 502–6652 
(toll free at 1–866–208–3676) or email at 
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the 
Public Reference Room at (202) 502– 
8371, TTY (202) 502–8659. Email the 

Public Reference Room at 
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov. 

Any questions regarding the proposed 
project should be directed to J. Patrick 
Nevins, Latham & Watkins, LLP, 555 
Eleventh Street NW, Suite 1000, 
Washington, DC 20004, by phone at 
(202) 637–3363, or by email at 
patrick.nevins@lw.com. 

Pursuant to section 157.9 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure,1 within 90 days of this 
Notice the Commission staff will either: 
complete its environmental review and 
place it into the Commission’s public 
record (eLibrary) for this proceeding; or 
issue a Notice of Schedule for 
Environmental Review. If a Notice of 
Schedule for Environmental Review is 
issued, it will indicate, among other 
milestones, the anticipated date for the 
Commission staff’s issuance of the final 
environmental impact statement (FEIS) 
or environmental assessment (EA) for 
this proposal. The filing of an EA in the 
Commission’s public record for this 
proceeding or the issuance of a Notice 
of Schedule for Environmental Review 
will serve to notify federal and state 
agencies of the timing for the 
completion of all necessary reviews, and 
the subsequent need to complete all 
federal authorizations within 90 days of 
the date of issuance of the Commission 
staff’s FEIS or EA. 

Pre-Filing Waiver 

Section 157.21 of the Commission’s 
regulations requires pre-filing 
procedures for applications requesting 
to site, construct, and operate LNG 
terminal facilities. When requested by a 
potential applicant, the Commission has 
waived the mandatory pre-filing 
procedures if the proposal does not 
involve significant state and local safety 
considerations that have not been 
previously addressed. CP2 LNG did not 
request waiver of the pre-filing 
procedures. Nevertheless, we are 
waiving the mandatory pre-filing as part 
of this notice to be in accordance with 
18 CFR 157.21(e)(2) because the 
application contains sufficient 
information required by 18 CFR 
157.21(e)(2) to determine that this 
modification is not subject to the 
mandatory pre-filing procedures and 
review process. Applicants are 
reminded that for any future 
applications they must first obtain a 
waiver of the mandatory pre-filing 
procedures prior to filing an application 
with the Commission. Failure to do so 
may result in the rejection of an 
application. 
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2 18 CFR 157.10(a)(4). 
3 18 CFR 385.211. 
4 Persons include individuals, organizations, 

businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18 
CFR 385.102(d). 

5 18 CFR 385.2001. 

6 18 CFR 385.102(d). 
7 18 CFR 385.214. 8 18 CFR 157.10. 

Public Participation 

There are three ways to become 
involved in the Commission’s review of 
this project: you can file comments on 
the project, you can protest the filing, 
and you can file a motion to intervene 
in the proceeding. There is no fee or 
cost for filing comments or intervening. 
The deadline for filing a motion to 
intervene is 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
February 6, 2026. How to file protests, 
motions to intervene, and comments is 
explained below. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502–6595 or 
OPP@ferc.gov. 

Comments 

Any person wishing to comment on 
the project may do so. Comments may 
include statements of support or 
objections, to the project as a whole or 
specific aspects of the project. The more 
specific your comments, the more useful 
they will be. 

Protests 

Pursuant to sections 157.10(a)(4) 2 and 
385.211 3 of the Commission’s 
regulations under the NGA, any person 4 
may file a protest to the application. 
Protests must comply with the 
requirements specified in section 
385.2001 5 of the Commission’s 
regulations. A protest may also serve as 
a motion to intervene so long as the 
protestor states it also seeks to be an 
intervenor. 

To ensure that your comments or 
protests are timely and properly 
recorded, please submit your comments 
on or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
February 6, 2026. 

There are three methods you can use 
to submit your comments or protests to 
the Commission. In all instances, please 
reference the Project docket number 
CP26–55–000 in your submission. 

(1) You may file your comments 
electronically by using the eComment 
feature, which is located on the 
Commission’s website at www.ferc.gov 
under the link to Documents and 
Filings. Using eComment is an easy 
method for interested persons to submit 
brief, text-only comments on a project; 

(2) You may file your comments or 
protests electronically by using the 
eFiling feature, which is located on the 

Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov) 
under the link to Documents and 
Filings. With eFiling, you can provide 
comments in a variety of formats by 
attaching them as a file with your 
submission. New eFiling users must 
first create an account by clicking on 
‘‘eRegister.’’ You will be asked to select 
the type of filing you are making; first 
select ‘‘General’’ and then select 
‘‘Comment on a Filing’’; or 

(3) You can file a paper copy of your 
comments or protests by mailing them 
to the following address below. Your 
written comments must reference the 
Project docket number (CP26–55–000). 

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street 
NE, Washington, DC 20426. 

To file via any other courier: Debbie- 
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225 
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20852. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic filing of comments (options 1 
and 2 above) and has eFiling staff 
available to assist you at (202) 502–8258 
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. 

Persons who comment on the 
environmental review of this project 
will be placed on the Commission’s 
environmental mailing list, and will 
receive notification when the 
environmental documents (EA or EIS) 
are issued for this project and will be 
notified of meetings associated with the 
Commission’s environmental review 
process. 

The Commission considers all 
comments received about the project in 
determining the appropriate action to be 
taken. However, the filing of a comment 
alone will not serve to make the filer a 
party to the proceeding. To become a 
party, you must intervene in the 
proceeding. For instructions on how to 
intervene, see below. 

Interventions 

Any person, which includes 
individuals, organizations, businesses, 
municipalities, and other entities,6 has 
the option to file a motion to intervene 
in this proceeding. Only intervenors 
have the right to request rehearing of 
Commission orders issued in this 
proceeding and to subsequently 
challenge the Commission’s orders in 
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal. 

To intervene, you must submit a 
motion to intervene to the Commission 
in accordance with Rule 214 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure 7 and the regulations under 

the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline 
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on February 6, 2026. As 
described further in Rule 214, your 
motion to intervene must state, to the 
extent known, your position regarding 
the proceeding, as well as your interest 
in the proceeding. For an individual, 
this could include your status as a 
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an 
impacted community, or recreationist. 
You do not need to have property 
directly impacted by the project in order 
to intervene. For more information 
about motions to intervene, refer to the 
FERC website at https://www.ferc.gov/ 
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp. 

There are two ways to submit your 
motion to intervene. In both instances, 
please reference the Project docket 
number CP26–55–000 in your 
submission. 

(1) You may file your motion to 
intervene by using the Commission’s 
eFiling feature, which is located on the 
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov) 
under the link to Documents and 
Filings. New eFiling users must first 
create an account by clicking on 
‘‘eRegister.’’ You will be asked to select 
the type of filing you are making; first 
select ‘‘General’’ and then select 
‘‘Intervention.’’ The eFiling feature 
includes a document-less intervention 
option; for more information, visit 
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/ 
document-less-intervention.pdf.; or 

(2) You can file a paper copy of your 
motion to intervene, along with three 
copies, by mailing the documents to the 
address below. Your motion to 
intervene must reference the Project 
docket number CP26–55–000. 

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street 
NE, Washington, DC 20426. 

To file via any other courier: Debbie- 
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225 
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20852. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic filing of motions to intervene 
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff 
available to assist you at (202) 502–8258 
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. 

Protests and motions to intervene 
must be served on the applicant either 
by mail at: J. Patrick Nevins, Latham & 
Watkins, LLP, 555 Eleventh Street NW, 
Suite 1000, Washington, DC 20004 or by 
email (with a link to the document) at 
patrick.nevins@lw.com. Any subsequent 
submissions by an intervenor must be 
served on the applicant and all other 
parties to the proceeding. Contact 
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9 The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of 
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to 
the intervention. 

10 18 CFR 385.214(c)(1). 
11 18 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d). 

information for parties can be 
downloaded from the service list at the 
eService link on FERC Online. Service 
can be via email with a link to the 
document. 

All timely, unopposed 9 motions to 
intervene are automatically granted by 
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).10 Motions to 
intervene that are filed after the 
intervention deadline are untimely, and 
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to 
intervene must show good cause for 
being late and must explain why the 
time limitation should be waived and 
provide justification by reference to 
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the 
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.11 
A person obtaining party status will be 
placed on the service list maintained by 
the Secretary of the Commission and 
will receive copies (paper or electronic) 
of all documents filed by the applicant 
and by all other parties. 

Tracking the Proceeding 

Throughout the proceeding, 
additional information about the project 
will be available from OPP at (202) 502– 
6595 or on the FERC website at 
www.ferc.gov using the ‘‘eLibrary’’ link 
as described above. The eLibrary link 
also provides access to the texts of all 
formal documents issued by the 
Commission, such as orders, notices, 
and rulemakings. 

In addition, the Commission offers a 
free service called eSubscription which 
allows you to keep track of all formal 
issuances and submittals in specific 
dockets. This can reduce the amount of 
time you spend researching proceedings 
by automatically providing you with 
notification of these filings, document 
summaries, and direct links to the 
documents. For more information and to 
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ 
esubscription.asp. 

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on February 6, 2026. 
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Carlos D. Clay, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01147 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Project No. 1869–000] 

NorthWestern Energy; Notice of 
Authorization for Continued Project 
Operation 

The license for the Thompson Falls 
Hydroelectric Project No. 1869 was 
issued for a period ending December 31, 
2025. 

Section 15(a)(1) of the FPA, 16 U.S.C. 
808(a)(1), requires the Commission, at 
the expiration of a license term, to issue 
from year-to-year an annual license to 
the then licensee(s) under the terms and 
conditions of the prior license until a 
new license is issued, or the project is 
otherwise disposed of as provided in 
section 15 or any other applicable 
section of the FPA. If the project’s prior 
license waived the applicability of 
section 15 of the FPA, then, based on 
section 9(b) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 558(c), and as 
set forth at 18 CFR 16.21(a), if the 
licensee of such project has filed an 
application for a subsequent license, the 
licensee may continue to operate the 
project in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of the license after the 
minor or minor part license expires, 
until the Commission acts on its 
application. If the licensee of such a 
project has not filed an application for 
a subsequent license, then it may be 
required, pursuant to 18 CFR 16.21(b), 
to continue project operations until the 
Commission issues someone else a 
license for the project or otherwise 
orders disposition of the project. 

If the project is subject to section 15 
of the FPA, notice is hereby given that 
an annual license for Project No. 1869 
is issued to NorthWestern Energy for a 
period effective January 1, 2026, 
through December 31, 2026, or until the 
issuance of a new license for the project 
or other disposition under the FPA, 
whichever comes first. 

If issuance of a new license (or other 
disposition) does not take place on or 
before December 31, 2026, notice is 
hereby given that, pursuant to 18 CFR 
16.18(c), an annual license under 
section 15(a)(1) of the FPA is renewed 
automatically without further order or 

notice by the Commission, unless the 
Commission orders otherwise. 

If the project is not subject to section 
15 of the FPA, notice is hereby given 
that NorthWestern Energy is authorized 
to continue operation of the Thompson 
Falls Hydroelectric Project under the 
terms and conditions of the prior license 
until the issuance of a subsequent 
license for the project or other 
disposition under the FPA, whichever 
comes first. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 

Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01165 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

Sunshine Act Meetings 

The following notice of meeting is 
published pursuant to section 3(a) of the 
government in the Sunshine Act (Pub. 
L. 94–409), 5 U.S.C. 552b: 

Agency Holding Meeting: Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

TIME AND DATE: January 22, 2026, 10:00 
a.m. 

PLACE: Room 2C, 888 First Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20426. 

STATUS: Open to the public. 

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: Agenda. 

* Note—Items listed on the agenda 
may be deleted without further notice. 

This is a list of matters to be 
considered by the Commission. It does 
not include a listing of all documents 
relevant to the items on the agenda. All 
public documents, however, may be 
viewed online at the Commission’s 
website at https://elibrary.ferc.gov/ 
eLibrary/search using the eLibrary link. 
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1132ND—MEETING 
[Open; January 22, 2026; 10:00 a.m.] 

Item No. Docket No. Company 

Administrative 

A–1 ........ AD26–1–000 ................................................ Agency Administrative Matters. 
A–2 ........ AD26–2–000 ................................................ Customer Matters, Reliability, Security and Market Operations. 

Electric 

E–1 ........ ER25–2454–002 .......................................... Midcontinent Independent System Operator, Inc. 
E–2 ........ ER25–2296–002 .......................................... Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
E–3 ........ ER21–59–004 .............................................. Brookfield Renewable Trading and Marketing LP. 
E–4 ........ ER26–498–000 ............................................ EDF Power Solutions, Inc. 
E–5 ........ ER26–535–000 ............................................ Greenswitch Wind, LLC. 
E–6 ........ ER21–58–002 .............................................. TransAlta Energy Marketing (U.S.), Inc. and TransAlta Energy Marketing (California), 

Inc. 
E–7 ........ EL25–106–000 ............................................ New England Power Generators Association v. ISO New England Inc. 
E–8 ........ ER24–2045–003 .......................................... PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. 
E–9 ........ ER24–2026–001, ER24–2026–002 ............ Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

Hydro 

H–1 ........ P–14861–002 .............................................. FFP Project 101, LLC. 
H–2 ........ P–3571–041 ................................................ Central Oregon Irrigation District. 
H–3 ........ P–2660–038 ................................................ Woodland Pulp LLC. 
H–4 ........ P–2333–094 ................................................ Rumford Falls Hydro LLC. 
H–5 ........ P–4639–035 ................................................ Ampersand Christine Falls Hydro, LLC. 

Certificates 

C–1 ........ CP23–516–003 ............................................ East Tennessee Natural Gas, LLC. 
C–2 ........ CP25–79–000 .............................................. ANR Pipeline Company. 
C–3 ........ CP25–204–000 ............................................ Northwest Pipeline LLC. 

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary. 
Telephone (202) 502–8400. For a 
recorded message listing items Stricken 
from or added to the meeting, call (202) 
502–8627. 

A free webcast of this event is 
available through the Commission’s 
website. Anyone with internet access 
who desires to view this event can do 
so by navigating to www.ferc.gov’s 
Calendar of Events and locating this 
event in the Calendar. The Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission provides 
technical support for the free webcasts. 
Please call (202) 502–8680 or email 
customer@ferc.gov if you have any 
questions. 

Immediately following the conclusion 
of the Commission Meeting, a press 
briefing will be held in the Commission 
Meeting Room. Members of the public 
may view this briefing in the designated 
overflow room. This statement is 
intended to notify the public that the 
press briefings that follow Commission 
meetings may now be viewed remotely 
at Commission headquarters but will 
not be telecast. 

Issued: January 15, 2026. 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01192 Filed 1–20–26; 4:15 pm] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. CP26–64–000] 

Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC; 
Notice of Request Under Blanket 
Authorization and Establishing 
Intervention and Protest Deadline 

Take notice that on January 8, 2026, 
Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC 
(Columbia), 700 Louisiana Street, Suite 
1300, Houston, Texas 77002–2700, filed 
in the above referenced docket, a prior 
notice request pursuant to sections 
157.205 and 157.216(b) of the 
Commission’s regulations under the 
Natural Gas Act (NGA), and Columbia’s 
blanket certificate issued in Docket No. 
CP83–76–000, for authorization to 
abandon the injection/withdrawal 
storage Well 4646, associated pipeline, 
and appurtenant facilities located at the 
Victory A Storage Field in Wetzel 

County, West Virginia (Victory A Well 
4646 Abandonment Project). Columbia 
states that Well 4646 contributes a 
negligeable amount to the total 
deliverability of the Victory A Storage 
Field. Columbia thus concluded that 
plugging and abandoning Well 4646 
will limit integrity risk in alignment 
with the guidance of the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration Storage Final Rule and 
will not affect Columbia’s ability to 
maintain the current quality of service 
to its storage customers. The estimated 
cost for the project is $1,054,400, all as 
more fully set forth in the request which 
is on file with the Commission and open 
to public inspection. 

In addition to publishing the full text 
of this document in the Federal 
Register, the Commission provides all 
interested persons an opportunity to 
view and/or print the contents of this 
document via the internet through the 
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov). From the Commission’s 
Home Page on the internet, this 
information is available on eLibrary. 
The full text of this document is 
available on eLibrary in PDF and 
Microsoft Word format for viewing, 
printing, and/or downloading. To access 
this document in eLibrary, type the 
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1 18 CFR 157.205. 
2 Persons include individuals, organizations, 

businesses, municipalities, and other entities. 18 
CFR 385.102(d). 

3 18 CFR 157.205(e). 

4 18 CFR 385.214. 
5 18 CFR 157.10. 

6 Additionally, you may file your comments 
electronically by using the eComment feature, 
which is located on the Commission’s website at 
www.ferc.gov under the link to Documents and 
Filings. Using eComment is an easy method for 
interested persons to submit brief, text-only 
comments on a project. 

docket number excluding the last three 
digits of this document in the docket 
number field. 

User assistance is available for 
eLibrary and the Commission’s website 
during normal business hours from 
FERC Online Support at (202) 502–6652 
(toll free at 1–866–208–3676) or email at 
ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or the 
Public Reference Room at (202) 502– 
8371, TTY (202) 502–8659. Email the 
Public Reference Room at 
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov. 

Any questions concerning this request 
should be directed to LaShawndra R. 
Proctor, Manager, Project 
Authorizations, Columbia Gas 
Transmission, LLC, 700 Louisiana 
Street, Suite 1300, Houston, Texas 
77002–2700, at (832) 320–5232, or 
lashawndra_proctor@tcenergy.com. 

Public Participation 
There are three ways to become 

involved in the Commission’s review of 
this project: you can file a protest to the 
project, you can file a motion to 
intervene in the proceeding, and you 
can file comments on the project. There 
is no fee or cost for filing protests, 
motions to intervene, or comments. The 
deadline for filing protests, motions to 
intervene, and comments is 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on March 17, 2026. How 
to file protests, motions to intervene, 
and comments is explained below. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation (OPP) at (202) 502–6595 or 
OPP@ferc.gov. 

Protests 
Pursuant to section 157.205 of the 

Commission’s regulations under the 
NGA,1 any person 2 or the Commission’s 
staff may file a protest to the request. If 
no protest is filed within the time 
allowed or if a protest is filed and then 
withdrawn within 30 days after the 
allowed time for filing a protest, the 
proposed activity shall be deemed to be 
authorized effective the day after the 
time allowed for protest. If a protest is 
filed and not withdrawn within 30 days 
after the time allowed for filing a 
protest, the instant request for 
authorization will be considered by the 
Commission. 

Protests must comply with the 
requirements specified in section 
157.205(e) of the Commission’s 
regulations,3 and must be submitted by 

the protest deadline, which is 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on March 17, 2026. A 
protest may also serve as a motion to 
intervene so long as the protestor states 
it also seeks to be an intervenor. 

Interventions 
Any person has the option to file a 

motion to intervene in this proceeding. 
Only intervenors have the right to 
request rehearing of Commission orders 
issued in this proceeding and to 
subsequently challenge the 
Commission’s orders in the U.S. Circuit 
Courts of Appeal. 

To intervene, you must submit a 
motion to intervene to the Commission 
in accordance with Rule 214 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure 4 and the regulations under 
the NGA 5 by the intervention deadline 
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on March 17, 2026. As 
described further in Rule 214, your 
motion to intervene must state, to the 
extent known, your position regarding 
the proceeding, as well as your interest 
in the proceeding. For an individual, 
this could include your status as a 
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an 
impacted community, or recreationist. 
You do not need to have property 
directly impacted by the project in order 
to intervene. For more information 
about motions to intervene, refer to the 
FERC website at https://www.ferc.gov/ 
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp. 

All timely, unopposed motions to 
intervene are automatically granted by 
operation of Rule 214(c)(1). Motions to 
intervene that are filed after the 
intervention deadline are untimely and 
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to 
intervene must show good cause for 
being late and must explain why the 
time limitation should be waived and 
provide justification by reference to 
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the 
Commission’s Rules and Regulations. A 
person obtaining party status will be 
placed on the service list maintained by 
the Secretary of the Commission and 
will receive copies (paper or electronic) 
of all documents filed by the applicant 
and by all other parties. 

Comments 
Any person wishing to comment on 

the project may do so. The Commission 
considers all comments received about 
the project in determining the 
appropriate action to be taken. To 
ensure that your comments are timely 
and properly recorded, please submit 
your comments on or before 5:00 p.m. 
Eastern Time on March 17, 2026. The 

filing of a comment alone will not serve 
to make the filer a party to the 
proceeding. To become a party, you 
must intervene in the proceeding. 

How To File Protests, Interventions, and 
Comments 

There are two ways to submit 
protests, motions to intervene, and 
comments. In both instances, please 
reference the Project docket number 
CP26–64–000 in your submission. 

(1) You may file your protest, motion 
to intervene, and comments by using the 
Commission’s eFiling feature, which is 
located on the Commission’s website 
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to 
Documents and Filings. New eFiling 
users must first create an account by 
clicking on ‘‘eRegister.’’ You will be 
asked to select the type of filing you are 
making; first select ‘‘General’’ and then 
select ‘‘Protest’’, ‘‘Intervention’’, or 
‘‘Comment on a Filing’’; or 6 

(2) You can file a paper copy of your 
submission by mailing it to the address 
below. Your submission must reference 
the Project docket number CP26–64– 
000. 

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street 
NE, Washington, DC 20426. 

To file via any other method: Debbie- 
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225 
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20852. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic filing of submissions (option 
1 above) and has eFiling staff available 
to assist you at (202) 502–8258 or 
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. 

Protests and motions to intervene 
must be served on the applicant either 
by mail at: LaShawndra R. Proctor, 
Manager, Project Authorizations, 
Columbia Gas Transmission, LLC, 700 
Louisiana Street, Suite 1300, Houston, 
Texas 77002–2700, or by email (with a 
link to the document) at lashawndra_
proctor@tcenergy.com. Any subsequent 
submissions by an intervenor must be 
served on the applicant and all other 
parties to the proceeding. Contact 
information for parties can be 
downloaded from the service list at the 
eService link on FERC Online. 

Tracking the Proceeding 

Throughout the proceeding, 
additional information about the project 
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will be available from OPP at (202) 502– 
6595 or on the FERC website at 
www.ferc.gov using the ‘‘eLibrary’’ link 
as described above. The eLibrary link 
also provides access to the texts of all 
formal documents issued by the 
Commission, such as orders, notices, 
and rulemakings. 

In addition, the Commission offers a 
free service called eSubscription which 
allows you to keep track of all formal 
issuances and submittals in specific 
dockets. This can reduce the amount of 
time you spend researching proceedings 
by automatically providing you with 
notification of these filings, document 
summaries, and direct links to the 
documents. For more information and to 
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ 
esubscription.asp. 
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01164 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

FEDERAL ACCOUNTING STANDARDS 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Notice of Request for Comment on the 
Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2025 and 
Three-Year Plan 

AGENCY: Federal Accounting Standards 
Advisory Board. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Federal Accounting Standards 
Advisory Board (FASAB) has issued its 
Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2025 and 
Three-Year Plan. Respondents are 
encouraged to comment on the content 
of the annual report and FASAB’s 
project priorities for the next three 
years. 

DATES: Written comments are requested 
by March 13, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: The Annual Report for 
Fiscal Year 2025 and Three-Year Plan is 
available on the FASAB website at 
https://www.fasab.gov/documents-for- 
comment/. Copies can be obtained by 
contacting FASAB at (202) 512–7350. 
Comments should be sent to fasab@
fasab.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Monica R. Valentine, Executive 
Director, 441 G Street NW, Suite 1155, 
Washington, DC 20548, or call (202) 
512–7350. 

Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3511(d); Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. 
1001–1014. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
Monica R. Valentine, 
Executive Director. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01132 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 1610–02–P 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

[OMB 3060–1309; FR ID 326790] 

Information Collection Being Reviewed 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission Under Delegated 
Authority 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC or 
the Commission) invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on the 
following information collection. 
Comments are requested concerning: 
whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
Commission, including whether the 
information shall have practical utility; 
the accuracy of the Commission’s 
burden estimate; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information collected; ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on the respondents, 
including the use of automated 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology; and ways to 
further reduce the information 
collection burden on small business 
concerns with fewer than 25 employees. 

The FCC may not conduct or sponsor 
a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid control 
number. No person shall be subject to 
any penalty for failing to comply with 
a collection of information subject to the 
PRA that does not display a valid Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) 
control number. 
DATES: Written PRA comments should 
be submitted on or before March 23, 
2026. If you anticipate that you will be 
submitting comments, but find it 
difficult to do so within the period of 
time allowed by this notice, you should 
advise the contact listed below as soon 
as possible. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to 
Nicole Ongele, FCC, via email PRA@
fcc.gov and to nicole.ongele@fcc.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information about the 
information collection, contact Nicole 
Ongele, (202) 418–2991. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
OMB Control Number: 3060–1309. 
Title: Freedom of Information/Privacy 

Act Request. 
Form Number: N/A. 
Type of Review: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents: Individuals or 

Households, Business or other for-profit, 
and Not-for-profit institutions, Federal 
Government, State, Local or Tribal 
Government. 

Number of Respondents and 
Responses: 1,510 respondents; 1,510 
responses. 

Estimated Time per Response: 0.08 
hours. 

Frequency of Response: On occasion 
reporting requirement. 

Obligation to Respond: Voluntary. 
The statutory authority for this 
collection of information is contained in 
5 U.S.C 552 and 552a. 

Total Annual Burden: 121 hours. 
Total Annual Cost: $7,300.00. 
Needs and Uses: The online form is 

used to collect information necessary to 
process a proper FOIA request relating 
to a subject matter provided by the 
requester. Freedom of Information Act, 
5 U.S.C. 552, details what makes a 
proper FOIA request. A proper request 
must include: (1) a reasonable 
description of the record and (2) is made 
in accordance with published agency 
rules stating time, place, fees (if any) 
and procedures to be followed. 

Respondents can request records at 
any time. The request must describe 
each requested record in sufficient 
detail to enable the FCC staff to locate 
the record. The online form is used to 
collect requester’s information (address, 
contact information, etc.) and a detailed 
description of the records sought. The 
FOIA requester is asked to provide 
information that would assist the FCC in 
locating responsive records (if they 
exist). This information is essential to 
the accurate search and retrieval of 
records responsive to FOIA/PA requests. 
Additionally, the requester may include 
information, if applicable, about fee 
categories, fee waivers, and expedited 
processing. 
Federal Communications Commission. 
Marlene Dortch, 
Secretary, Office of the Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01104 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6712–01–P 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

[OMB 3060–1274; FR ID 326905] 

Information Collection Being Reviewed 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC or 
the Commission) invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on the 
following information collection. 
Comments are requested concerning: 
whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
Commission, including whether the 
information shall have practical utility; 
the accuracy of the Commission’s 
burden estimate; ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information collected; ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on the respondents, 
including the use of automated 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology; and ways to 
further reduce the information 
collection burden on small business 
concerns with fewer than 25 employees. 
DATES: Written PRA comments should 
be submitted on or before March 23, 
2026. If you anticipate that you will be 
submitting comments, but find it 
difficult to do so within the period of 
time allowed by this notice, you should 
advise the contact listed below as soon 
as possible. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to 
Nicole Ongele, FCC, via email PRA@
fcc.gov and to nicole.ongele@fcc.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information about the 
information collection, contact Nicole 
Ongele, (202) 418–2991. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FCC 
may not conduct or sponsor a collection 
of information unless it displays a 
currently valid control number. No 
person shall be subject to any penalty 
for failing to comply with a collection 
of information subject to the PRA that 
does not display a valid Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) control 
number. 

OMB Control Number: 3060–1274. 

Title: Uniendo a Puerto Rico Fund 
and the Connect USVI Fund Stage 2 
Fixed Support. 

Form Number: N/A. 
Type of Review: Revision of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents: Business or other for- 

profit entities, Not-for-profit 
institutions, and State, Local or Tribal 
governments. 

Number of Respondents and 
Responses: 3 respondents; 6 responses. 

Estimated Time per Response: 2–10 
hours. 

Frequency of Response: On occasion 
and annual reporting requirements. 

Obligation to Respond: Required to 
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory 
authority for this information collection 
is contained in 47 U.S.C. 151–154, 214, 
and 254. 

Total Annual Burden: 36 hours. 
Total Annual Cost: No Cost. 
Needs and Uses: On September 30, 

2019, the Commission released the 
Uniendo a Puerto Rico Fund and 
Connect USVI Fund Order, WC Docket 
No. 18–143 et al., FCC 19–95, which 
comprehensively reformed the universal 
service high-cost program to focus 
support on networks capable of 
providing advanced, hardened voice 
and broadband services in Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands (collectively, 
the Territories). As part of the PR–USVI 
Order, the Commission adopted a 
single-round competitive proposal 
process to award Stage 2 support for 
fixed telecommunications networks in 
the Territories (Stage 2 Competition). 

For the Stage 2 Competition, service 
providers competed to receive high-cost 
support of up to $504.7 million in 
Puerto Rico and $186.5 million in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands over 10 years to offer 
fixed voice and broadband services to 
all locations in the Territories in 
accordance with the framework adopted 
in the PR–USVI Order. The information 
collection requirements reported under 
this collection are the result of the 
competitive proposal process adopted 
by the PR–USVI Order to award support 
to winning applicants. The Commission 
adopted various rules regarding the 
eligibility of service providers and the 
term of support. In addition, the 
Commission adopted rules to govern the 
competitive proposal process, which 
includes information to be submitted by 
parties as part of their competitive 
proposals and information that must be 
submitted by winning bidders seeking 
to become authorized to receive Stage 2 
fixed support. The Commission 
concluded, based on its experience with 
awarding high-cost support and 
consistent with the record, that this 
single-stage competitive proposal 

process balances the need to collect 
information essential to awarding 
support and authorizing Stage 2 fixed 
support with administrative efficiency. 

On September 30, 2025, the 
Commission adopted an order that 
conducted a comprehensive review of 
legacy requirements and determined 
that certain high-cost program rules no 
longer serve any operational purpose. 
Delete, Delete Delete; Removal of 
Obsolete Regulations; GN Docket No. 
25–133, FCC 25–68 (rel. September 30, 
2025) (Delete, Delete, Delete). This 
requested change results from the 
Commission’s decision in that 
proceeding. The Commission 
determined that 47 CFR 54.1505 is 
outdated and obsolete, and unnecessary 
because all associated proposals using 
FCC Form 5634 have concluded. 

Therefore, the Commission removes 
the application requirement and retains 
only the limited ongoing requirements 
related to the annual maintenance of 
letters of credit under 47 CFR 54.804(c), 
54.1508 and the disaster preparation 
and response plan under § 54.1515. This 
information collection addresses the 
burdens associated with these 
requirements. 
Federal Communications Commission. 
Marlene Dortch, 
Secretary, Office of the Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01105 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6712–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services 

[Document Identifier: CMS–416 and CMS– 
10628] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Proposed Collection; 
Comment Request 

AGENCY: Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, Health and Human 
Services (HHS). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing 
an opportunity for the public to 
comment on CMS’ intention to collect 
information from the public. Under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), federal agencies are required to 
publish notice in the Federal Register 
concerning each proposed collection of 
information (including each proposed 
extension or reinstatement of an existing 
collection of information) and to allow 
60 days for public comment on the 
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proposed action. Interested persons are 
invited to send comments regarding our 
burden estimates or any other aspect of 
this collection of information, including 
the necessity and utility of the proposed 
information collection for the proper 
performance of the agency’s functions, 
the accuracy of the estimated burden, 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected, and the use of automated 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology to minimize the 
information collection burden. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
March 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: When commenting, please 
reference the document identifier or 
OMB control number. To be assured 
consideration, comments and 
recommendations must be submitted in 
any one of the following ways: 

1. Electronically. You may send your 
comments electronically to http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for ‘‘Comment or 
Submission’’ or ‘‘More Search Options’’ 
to find the information collection 
document(s) that are accepting 
comments. 

2. By regular mail. You may mail 
written comments to the following 
address: CMS, Office of Strategic 
Operations and Regulatory Affairs, 
Division of Regulations Development, 
Attention: Document Identifier:lll 

OMB Control Number:ll, Room C4– 
26–05, 7500 Security Boulevard, 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244–1850. 

To obtain copies of a supporting 
statement and any related forms for the 
proposed collection(s) summarized in 
this notice, please access the CMS PRA 
website by copying and pasting the 
following web address into your web 
browser: https://www.cms.gov/ 
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/ 
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA- 
Listing. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
William N. Parham at (410) 786–4669. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Contents 
This notice sets out a summary of the 

use and burden associated with the 
following information collections. More 
detailed information can be found in 
each collection’s supporting statement 
and associated materials (see 
ADDRESSES). 

Under the PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501– 
3520), federal agencies must obtain 
approval from the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for each collection of 
information they conduct or sponsor. 
The term ‘‘collection of information’’ is 
defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR 

1320.3(c) and includes agency requests 
or requirements that members of the 
public submit reports, keep records, or 
provide information to a third party. 
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA 
requires federal agencies to publish a 
60-day notice in the Federal Register 
concerning each proposed collection of 
information, including each proposed 
extension or reinstatement of an existing 
collection of information, before 
submitting the collection to OMB for 
approval. To comply with this 
requirement, CMS is publishing this 
notice. 

Information Collections 
1. Type of Information Collection 

Request: Revision of a currently 
approved collection; Title of 
Information Collection: Annual Early 
and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and 
Treatment (EPSDT) Participation 
Report; Use: The collected baseline data 
is used to assess the effectiveness of 
state early and periodic screening, 
diagnostic and treatment (EPSDT) 
programs in reaching eligible children 
(by age group and basis of Medicaid 
eligibility) who are provided initial and 
periodic child health screening services, 
referred for corrective treatment, and 
receiving dental, hearing, and vision 
services. This assessment is coupled 
with the state’s results in attaining the 
participation goals set for the state. The 
information gathered from this report, 
permits federal and state managers to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the EPSDT 
law on the basic aspects of the program. 
Form Number: CMS–416 (OMB control 
number 0938–0354); Frequency: Yearly; 
Affected Public: State, Local, or Tribal 
Governments; Number of Respondents: 
56; Total Annual Responses: 56; Total 
Annual Hours: 1,128. (For policy 
questions regarding this collection 
contact Deirdra Stockmann at 410–786– 
2433.) 

2. Type of Information Collection 
Request: Revision of a previously 
approved collection; Title of 
Information Collection: Initial Request 
for State Implemented Moratorium 
Form; Use: Congress has enacted section 
1866 (j)(7) of the Social Security Act, 
which allows for the imposition of 
temporary moratorium. CMS 
promulgated 42 CFR 424.570 in order to 
comply with that statute, which requires 
that prior to implementing state 
Medicaid moratoria the state Medicaid 
agency must notify the Secretary in 
writing, including all of the details of 
the moratoria, and obtain the Secretary’s 
concurrence with the imposition of the 
moratoria. 

The Initial Request for State Medicaid 
Implemented Moratorium, named the 

‘‘Initial Request for State Medicaid 
Implemented Moratorium’’ has been 
created to collect that data, in a uniform 
manner, which the states report to CMS 
when they request a moratorium. 
Currently, CMS is collecting this data on 
an ad-hoc basis, however this process 
needs to be standardized so that 
moratoria decisions are being made 
based on the same criteria each time. 
The form may be used by states and 
territories who wish to impose a 
Medicaid or Children’s Health 
Insurance Program moratorium. CMS 
will use this information as a 
standardized method to collect and 
track state-imposed moratoria requests. 
Form number: CMS–10628 (OMB 
control number: 0938–1328); Frequency: 
Occasionally; Affected Public: State, 
Local, or Tribal Governments; Number 
of Respondents: 5; Number of 
Responses: 5; Total Burden Hours: 25. 
(For questions regarding this collection 
contact Alisha Sanders at 410–786– 
0671). 

William N. Parham, III, 
Director, Division of Information Collections 
and Regulatory Impacts, Office of Strategic 
Operations and Regulatory Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01196 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4120–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Food and Drug Administration 

[Docket No. FDA–2025–D–2243] 

FDA Records Access Authority for 
Cosmetics; Draft Guidance for 
Industry; Availability 

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration, 
HHS. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA, Agency, or we) is 
announcing the availability of a draft 
document entitled ‘‘FDA Records 
Access Authority for Cosmetics: 
Guidance for Industry.’’ The draft 
guidance document provides answers to 
frequently asked questions about certain 
authorities for FDA to access records 
related to cosmetic products. It is 
intended to inform regulated industry 
about the Agency’s current thinking 
regarding the criteria, process, and 
expectations for FDA’s access to these 
records. 

DATES: Submit either electronic or 
written comments on the draft guidance 
by March 23, 2026 to ensure that the 
Agency considers your comment on this 
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draft guidance before it begins work on 
the final version of the guidance. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on any guidance at any time as follows: 

Electronic Submissions 
Submit electronic comments in the 

following way: 
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 

https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 
Comments submitted electronically, 
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to 
the docket unchanged. Because your 
comment will be made public, you are 
solely responsible for ensuring that your 
comment does not include any 
confidential information that you or a 
third party may not wish to be posted, 
such as medical information, your or 
anyone else’s Social Security number, or 
confidential business information, such 
as a manufacturing process. Please note 
that if you include your name, contact 
information, or other information that 
identifies you in the body of your 
comments, that information will be 
posted on https://www.regulations.gov. 

• If you want to submit a comment 
with confidential information that you 
do not wish to be made available to the 
public, submit the comment as a 
written/paper submission and in the 
manner detailed (see ‘‘Written/Paper 
Submissions’’ and ‘‘Instructions’’). 

Written/Paper Submissions 
Submit written/paper submissions as 

follows: 
• Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier (for 

written/paper submissions): Dockets 
Management Staff (HFA–305), Food and 
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers 
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852. 

• For written/paper comments 
submitted to the Dockets Management 
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as 
well as any attachments, except for 
information submitted, marked and 
identified, as confidential, if submitted 
as detailed in ‘‘Instructions.’’ 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the Docket No. FDA– 
2025–D–2243 for ‘‘FDA Records Access 
Authority for Cosmetics: Guidance for 
Industry.’’ Received comments will be 
placed in the docket and, except for 
those submitted as ‘‘Confidential 
Submissions,’’ publicly viewable at 
https://www.regulations.gov or at the 
Dockets Management Staff between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, 240–402–7500. 

• Confidential Submissions—To 
submit a comment with confidential 
information that you do not wish to be 
made publicly available, submit your 
comments only as a written/paper 

submission. You should submit two 
copies total. One copy will include the 
information you claim to be confidential 
with a heading or cover note that states 
‘‘THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.’’ The 
Agency will review this copy, including 
the claimed confidential information, in 
its consideration of comments. The 
second copy, which will have the 
claimed confidential information 
redacted/blacked out, will be available 
for public viewing and posted on 
https://www.regulations.gov. Submit 
both copies to the Dockets Management 
Staff. If you do not wish your name and 
contact information to be made publicly 
available, you can provide this 
information on the cover sheet and not 
in the body of your comments and you 
must identify this information as 
‘‘confidential.’’ Any information marked 
as ‘‘confidential’’ will not be disclosed 
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20 
and other applicable disclosure law. For 
more information about FDA’s posting 
of comments to public dockets, see 80 
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access 
the information at: https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015- 
09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or the 
electronic and written/paper comments 
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the 
docket number, found in brackets in the 
heading of this document, into the 
‘‘Search’’ box and follow the prompts 
and/or go to the Dockets Management 
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061, 
Rockville, MD 20852, 240–402–7500. 

You may submit comments on any 
guidance at any time (see 21 CFR 
10.115(g)(5)). 

Submit written requests for single 
copies of the draft guidance to the 
Division of Inspectorate Policy, Office of 
Inspections and Investigations, Food 
and Drug Administration, Element 
Building, 12420 Parklawn Dr., 
Rockville, MD 20852. Send one self- 
addressed adhesive labels to assist the 
office in processing your requests. See 
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section 
for electronic access to the draft 
guidance document. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nadine Dominique, Office of 
Inspections and Investigations, Food 
and Drug Administration, Element 
Building, 12420 Parklawn Dr., 
Rockville, MD 20857, 301–348–1868, 
Nadine.Dominique@fda.hhs.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 
FDA is announcing the availability of 

a draft guidance for industry entitled 

‘‘FDA Records Access Authority for 
Cosmetics: Guidance for Industry.’’ This 
draft guidance is being issued consistent 
with FDA’s good guidance practices 
regulation (21 CFR 10.115). The draft 
guidance, when finalized, will represent 
the current thinking of FDA on this 
topic. It does not establish any rights for 
any person and is not binding on FDA 
or the public. You can use an alternative 
approach if it satisfies the requirements 
of the applicable statutes and 
regulations. 

On December 29, 2022, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 
(Pub. L. 117–328), which included the 
Modernization of Cosmetics Regulation 
Act of 2022 (MoCRA), was signed into 
law. Among other provisions, MoCRA 
added sections 605 (21 U.S.C. 364a) and 
610 (21 U.S.C. 364f) to, and amended 
section 704(a)(1) (21 U.S.C. 374(a)(1)) of, 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act (FD&C Act), establishing new 
authorities for FDA to access and copy 
records related to cosmetic products for 
inspection. Section 605 specifies that 
the Secretary has access to adverse 
event records during an inspection 
under section 704 (21 U.S.C. 374). 
Section 610 authorizes FDA to access 
and copy certain records if FDA has a 
reasonable belief that a cosmetic 
product, including an ingredient in the 
product, and any other cosmetic 
product that FDA reasonably believes is 
likely to be affected in a similar manner, 
is likely to be adulterated such that the 
use or exposure to such product 
presents a threat of serious adverse 
health consequences or death to humans 
(SAHCODH). Section 704(a)(1) of the 
FD&C Act, as amended by section 3504 
of MoCRA, extends FDA’s inspectional 
authority over all records and other 
information described in sections 605 
and 610 from facilities that manufacture 
and process cosmetic products, when 
the standard for those sections apply. 
This draft guidance focuses on the 
authorities to access records described 
in sections 605 (adverse event reports), 
610 (SAHCODH), and 704 (inspections). 

As we develop final guidance on this 
topic, FDA will consider comments on 
costs or cost savings the guidance may 
generate, relevant for Executive Order 
14192. 

II. Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
While this guidance contains no 

collection of information, it does refer to 
previously approved FDA collections of 
information. The previously approved 
collections of information are subject to 
review by the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) under the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C. 
3501–3521). The collections of 
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information in sections 605 and 610 of 
the FD&C Act have been approved 
under 0910–0599. 

III. Electronic Access 

Persons with access to the internet 
may obtain the draft guidance at https:// 
www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/ 
search-fda-guidance-documents or 
https://www.regulations.gov. 

Lowell M. Zeta, 
Acting Deputy Commissioner for Policy, 
Legislation, and International Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01159 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4164–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Food and Drug Administration 

[Docket No. FDA–2023–P–3942] 

Labeling and Preventing Cross- 
Contact of Gluten for Packaged Foods; 
Request for Information 

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
ACTION: Petition for rulemaking; request 
for information. 

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA or we) received a 
citizen petition from Celiac Journey 
requesting that we act to protect 
consumers with celiac disease by 
requiring that all ingredients with 
gluten be listed by name in the 
ingredient list and by requiring cross- 
contact controls with gluten-containing 
grains. We are issuing this document to 
request comment on the issues raised in 
the petition and on specific questions 
related to these issues. 
DATES: Submit either electronic or 
written comments and scientific data 
and information by March 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
and information as follows. Please note 
that late, untimely filed comments will 
not be considered. The https://
www.regulations.gov electronic filing 
system will accept comments until 
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time at the end of 
March 23, 2026. Comments received by 
mail/hand delivery/courier (for written/ 
paper submissions) will be considered 
timely if they are received on or before 
that date. 

Electronic Submissions 

Submit electronic comments in the 
following way: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

Comments submitted electronically, 
including attachments, to https://
www.regulations.gov will be posted to 
the docket unchanged. Because your 
comment will be made public, you are 
solely responsible for ensuring that your 
comment does not include any 
confidential information that you or a 
third party may not wish to be posted, 
such as medical information, your or 
anyone else’s Social Security number, or 
confidential business information, such 
as a manufacturing process. Please note 
that if you include your name, contact 
information, or other information that 
identifies you in the body of your 
comments, that information will be 
posted on https://www.regulations.gov. 

• If you want to submit a comment 
with confidential information that you 
do not wish to be made available to the 
public, submit the comment as a 
written/paper submission and in the 
manner detailed (see ‘‘Written/Paper 
Submissions’’ and ‘‘Instructions’’). 

Written/Paper Submissions 
Submit written/paper submissions as 

follows: 
• Mail/Hand Delivery/Courier (for 

written/paper submissions): Dockets 
Management Staff (HFA–305), Food and 
Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers 
Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852. 

• For written/paper comments 
submitted to the Dockets Management 
Staff, FDA will post your comment, as 
well as any attachments, except for 
information submitted, marked and 
identified, as confidential, if submitted 
as detailed in ‘‘Instructions.’’ 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the Docket No. FDA– 
2023–P–3942 for ‘‘Labeling and 
Preventing Cross-Contact of Gluten for 
Packaged Foods; Request for 
Information.’’ Received comments will 
be placed in the docket and, except for 
those submitted as ‘‘Confidential 
Submissions,’’ publicly viewable at 
https://www.regulations.gov or at the 
Dockets Management Staff between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, 240–402–7500. 

• Confidential Submissions—To 
submit a comment with confidential 
information that you do not wish to be 
made publicly available, submit your 
comments only as a written/paper 
submission. You should submit two 
copies total. One copy will include the 
information you claim to be confidential 
with a heading or cover note that states 
‘‘THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 
CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.’’ We 
will review this copy, including the 
claimed confidential information, in our 
consideration of comments. The second 
copy, which will have the claimed 

confidential information redacted/ 
blacked out, will be available for public 
viewing and posted on https://
www.regulations.gov. Submit both 
copies to the Dockets Management Staff. 
If you do not wish your name and 
contact information to be made publicly 
available, you can provide this 
information on the cover sheet and not 
in the body of your comments and you 
must identify this information as 
‘‘confidential.’’ Any information marked 
as ‘‘confidential’’ will not be disclosed 
except in accordance with 21 CFR 10.20 
and other applicable disclosure law. For 
more information about FDA’s posting 
of comments to public dockets, see 80 
FR 56469, September 18, 2015, or access 
the information at: https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2015- 
09-18/pdf/2015-23389.pdf. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or the 
electronic and written/paper comments 
received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and insert the 
docket number, found in brackets in the 
heading of this document, into the 
‘‘Search’’ box and follow the prompts 
and/or go to the Dockets Management 
Staff, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061, 
Rockville, MD 20852, 240–402–7500. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Carol D’Lima, Office of Nutrition and 
Food Labeling (HFS–800), Nutrition 
Center of Excellence, Human Foods 
Program, Food and Drug 
Administration, 5001 Campus Dr., 
College Park, MD 20740, 240–402–2371; 
Meridith L. Kelsch, Office of Policy, 
Regulations, and Information, Human 
Foods Program, Food and Drug 
Administration, 5001 Campus Dr., 
College Park, MD 20740, 240–402–2378. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 

A. Citizen Petition 
In September 2023, Celiac Journey 

submitted a citizen petition (Docket No. 
FDA–2023–P–3942) requesting that FDA 
act to protect consumers with celiac 
disease (CD) by better enabling them to 
identify, through labeling, whether a 
food includes gluten-containing grains 
(GCGs), and to address cross-contact 
with GCGs. For purposes of this 
document, GCGs refers to the cultivated 
crops that have naturally occurring 
gluten protein. These include wheat 
(Triticum), rye (Secale), barley 
(Hordeum), and crossbreeds like 
triticale (crossbreed of rye and wheat). 
Celiac Journey’s petition, in part, asks 
that FDA: (1) issue a rule to require that 
all ingredients with gluten be listed by 
name in the ingredient lists of all foods, 
and (2) add gluten to the list of allergens 
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1 Strategy Report: Make Our Children Healthy 
Again, available at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
wp-content/uploads/2025/09/The-MAHA-Strategy- 
WH.pdf. 

in Sec. 555.250 of FDA’s Compliance 
Policy Guide (CPG) entitled ‘‘Statement 
of Policy for Labeling and Preventing 
Cross-contact of Common Food 
Allergens’’ to address both labeling and 
cross-contact issues related to food 
manufacturing practices. The petition 
also makes additional requests, such as 
asking that oats be included as GCGs 
because they often contain gluten due to 
cross-contact. Under FDA’s citizen 
petition regulations, when reviewing a 
petition, we may publish a notice in the 
Federal Register requesting information 
and views (21 CFR 10.30(h)(3)). 

We note that, in May 2023, FDA 
issued a draft CPG entitled ‘‘Sec 
555.250: Major Food Allergen Labeling 
and Cross-contact’’ (https://
www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/ 
search-fda-guidance-documents/cpg- 
sec-555250-draft-major-food-allergen- 
labeling-and-cross-contact). This draft 
CPG, if finalized, would replace the 
existing CPG Sec 555.250, entitled 
‘‘Statement of Policy for Labeling and 
Preventing Cross-contact of Common 
Food Allergens’’ (https://www.fda.gov/ 
regulatory-information/search-fda- 
guidance-documents/cpg-sec-555250- 
statement-policy-labeling-and- 
preventing-cross-contact-common-food- 
allergens) and serve as a guidance for 
FDA staff on FDA’s enforcement policy 
regarding major food allergen labeling 
and cross-contact. Celiac Journey’s 
petition extends its requested revision 
of Sec. 555.250 to the potential updated 
version. Although the petition was not 
submitted specifically in response to the 
draft CPG, we are also considering this 
petition as we finalize the CPG. 

We are issuing this request for 
information (RFI) to request comments 
about the issues presented in Celiac 
Journey’s petition and on specific 
questions related to these issues. In 
addition, consistent with the Make Our 
Children Healthy Again Strategy 1 
issued by the Make America Healthy 
Again (MAHA) Commission, publishing 
this RFI is the first step in making 
recommendations about providing more 
transparency in disclosures of 
ingredients that impact certain health 
conditions, such as gluten for those with 
CD, and other established food 
allergens. 

B. Health Conditions Associated With 
Consumption of GCGs 

Consumption of GCGs has been 
associated with a number of different 
immune-mediated food allergies, 

including Immunoglobulin E (IgE)- 
mediated anaphylaxis and CD, and can 
cause allergic reactions and other 
adverse health consequences in 
consumers who have these conditions. 
Among the GCGs, self-reported IgE- 
mediated allergy to wheat with 
‘‘confirmed’’ signs or symptoms and 
doctor diagnosis has a prevalence of up 
to 0.3% of children and 0.5% of the 
adult population (Ref. 1, Ref. 2, and Ref. 
3 Table 3). If sufficient amounts of 
glutens or other proteins are consumed, 
individuals with an IgE-mediated 
allergy to GCGs can experience acute 
allergic reactions of variable severity 
from limited symptoms of itching, 
hives, or abdominal cramps to vomiting, 
diarrhea, wheezing, and the possibility 
for life-threatening anaphylaxis. 

According to the National Institutes of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK), an estimated 2 
million people (about 0.7%) in the 
United States have CD (Ref. 4), a chronic 
inflammatory disorder of the small 
intestine triggered by the ingestion of 
certain storage proteins referred to as 
gluten, occurring in wheat, rye, barley, 
and crossbreeds of these grains (e.g., 
triticale). In people with CD, foods that 
contain gluten trigger the production of 
antibodies that attack and damage the 
lining of the small intestine. This can 
lead to a wide variety of acute health 
consequences affecting the digestive 
tract (e.g., abdominal bloating, cramping 
and pain, chronic diarrhea) or more 
atypical symptoms such as fatigue, 
irritability, bone or joint pain, or 
blistering skin rash. For people with CD, 
chronic exposure to GCGs can also lead 
to nutrient deficiencies, autoimmune 
disease, and intestinal cancers. 

Other health conditions triggered by 
consumption of GCGs include 
eosinophilic esophagitis, food protein- 
induced enterocolitis syndrome, and 
non-celiac gluten sensitivity (NCGS, 
also called gluten intolerance, and not 
considered an immune-mediated food 
allergy). Individuals with IgE-mediated 
and/or non-IgE-mediated reactions due 
to GCGs generally are advised to follow 
a gluten-free diet. They are also 
typically advised to check labels for 
information on GCGs to which they are 
allergic so that potential allergen 
hazards can be avoided. 

C. Legal Framework Related to GCGs 
Several existing statutory and 

regulatory provisions are relevant to 
GCGs. The following is a brief overview 
of some such provisions that are 
relevant to Celiac Journey’s petition and 
questions presented in this RFI. In 
general, labeling on packaged foods 
must include the common or usual 

name of each ingredient (if there is more 
than one) (see section 403(i) of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(FD&C Act) (21 U.S.C. 343(i))). For 
example, the label of a food made with 
rye flour must declare this ingredient by 
its common or usual name, ‘‘rye flour,’’ 
rather than simply ‘‘flour’’ (‘‘flour,’’ 
declared unqualified, refers to flour 
from ‘‘wheat’’ (21 CFR 137.105, 
101.4(b)(15))). 

Additionally, specific labeling 
provisions apply to the declaration of 
some food ingredients. For example, 
spices, natural flavor, and artificial 
flavor may be declared using a 
collective term (e.g., ‘‘spice,’’ ‘‘natural 
flavor,’’ or ‘‘artificial flavor,’’ 
respectively) (21 CFR 101.22(h)(1)). 
Likewise, some color additives may be 
declared as ‘‘Artificial Color,’’ 
‘‘Artificial Color Added,’’ or ‘‘Color 
Added’’ (21 CFR 101.22(k)(2)). Also, 
incidental additives are generally 
exempt from the ingredient declaration 
requirements (see 21 CFR 101.100(a)(3)). 
Further, some ingredients may be 
derived from GCGs, but the presence of 
the GCG may not be apparent to 
consumers based on the common or 
usual name (e.g., ‘‘malt extract’’ and 
‘‘malt syrup’’ derived from barley) (see 
CPG Sec 515.200 ‘‘Malt Extract; Malt 
Syrup; Malted Cereal Syrup; Liquid 
Malt; Dried Malt,’’ available at https:// 
www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/ 
search-fda-guidance-documents/cpg- 
sec-515200-malt-extract-malt-syrup- 
malted-cereal-syrup-liquid-malt-dried- 
malt). 

The label of a food that contains an 
ingredient that is or contains a ‘‘major 
food allergen’’ must declare the 
presence of the allergen in a manner 
described by the law (section 403(w) of 
the FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. 343(w))). The 
‘‘major food allergens’’ are milk, egg, 
fish, Crustacean shellfish, tree nuts, 
wheat, peanuts, soybeans, and sesame, 
as well as food ingredients that contain 
protein derived from such foods (with 
certain exceptions) (section 201(qq) of 
the FD&C Act (21 U.S.C. 321(qq))). 
Major food allergens used as ingredients 
in packaged foods and regulated under 
the FD&C Act must be declared by the 
name of the food source from which the 
major food allergen is derived either in 
the ingredient list or the ‘‘Contains’’ 
statement (section 403(w) of the FD&C 
Act). Unlike other ingredients, major 
food allergens do not fall under the 
labeling exceptions for certain food 
components, such as flavoring, coloring, 
or incidental additives (section 
403(w)(4) of the FD&C Act). Congress 
established the list of ‘‘major food 
allergens,’’ and FDA does not have the 
authority to alter the list. However, we 
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2 The regulation also addresses the use of the 
‘‘gluten-free’’ claim for fermented and hydrolyzed 
food, or foods that contain fermented or hydrolyzed 
ingredients (21 CFR 101.91(b) and (c)). 

may issue regulations regarding the 
disclosure of a food allergen (other than 
a major food allergen) in a spice, 
flavoring, coloring, or incidental 
additive (section 403(x) of the FD&C Act 
(21 U.S.C. 343(x))) and may issue other 
regulations for non-major food allergens 
(see 21 U.S.C. 343 note). 

Among the GCGs, wheat is a major 
food allergen and, thus, any ingredient 
derived from wheat must also be 
declared as ‘‘wheat’’ either in the 
‘‘Contains’’ statement or in the 
ingredient list or both (section 403(w) of 
the FD&C Act). For example, if wheat is 
a formulated component of a flavoring, 
coloring, or incidental additive, 
‘‘wheat’’ must be declared either in the 
ingredient statement or the ‘‘Contains’’ 
statement (section 403(w)(4) of the 
FD&C Act). 

FDA regulations allow for the 
voluntary labeling of foods as ‘‘gluten- 
free’’ and establish criteria that must be 
met to use such labeling (see 21 CFR 
101.91(a)). For purposes of such 
labeling, a ‘‘gluten-containing grain’’ 
means wheat, rye, barley, or their 
crossbred hybrids (21 CFR 101.91(a)(1)). 
A ‘‘gluten-free’’ claim may only be made 
if the food does not contain an 
ingredient that is: (1) a GCG; (2) derived 
from a GCG that has not been processed 
to remove gluten; or (3) derived from a 
GCG that has been processed to remove 
gluten, if the use of that ingredient 
results in the presence of 20 parts per 
million (ppm) or more gluten in the 
food (i.e., 20 milligrams (mg) or more 
gluten per kilogram (kg) of food). In the 
case of fermented or hydrolyzed foods 
or ingredients, any GCGs must be 
processed to remove gluten prior to the 
fermentation or hydrolysis. A ‘‘gluten- 
free’’ claim is also permissible when the 
food inherently does not contain gluten. 
In addition to these criteria, a gluten- 
free claim may only be made if any 
unavoidable presence of gluten in the 
food bearing the claim is below 20 ppm 
(21 CFR 101.91(a)(3)).2 Also, oats, which 
contain proteins called avenins, are not 
considered GCGs under this gluten-free 
rule. Thus, a food bearing a ‘‘gluten- 
free’’ claim can include oats as long as 
the oats meet the standards for the 
unavoidable presence of gluten in the 
definition of ‘‘gluten-free.’’ 

FDA regulations also address food 
allergen cross-contact. Under 21 CFR 
part 117, a ‘‘food allergen’’ means a 
‘‘major food allergen’’ as defined in 
section 201(qq) of the FD&C Act, and 
‘‘allergen cross-contact’’ means the 

unintentional incorporation of a food 
allergen into food (21 CFR 117.3). Our 
regulations also include current good 
manufacturing practice (CGMP) 
requirements and preventive controls 
requirements to significantly minimize 
or prevent allergen cross-contact (see 21 
CFR part 117). In addition, juice and 
seafood processors should also consider 
allergen cross-contact under sanitation 
standard operating procedures or in 
their Hazard Analysis and Critical 
Control Point (HACCP) plan under 21 
CFR parts 120 and 123, respectively. 

D. FDA’s Allergen Evaluation 
Framework 

In January 2025, FDA issued a final 
guidance titled ‘‘Evaluating the Public 
Health Importance of Food Allergens 
Other Than the Major Food Allergens 
Listed in the Federal Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act: Guidance for FDA Staff 
and Interested Parties’’ (Allergen 
Evaluation Guidance) (Ref. 3). The 
Allergen Evaluation Guidance identifies 
the scientific factors and other 
information relevant to evaluating the 
public health importance of food 
allergens other than one of the major 
food allergens listed in the FD&C Act 
(hereafter referred to as non-listed food 
allergens) and discusses how FDA 
generally intends to evaluate the total 
body of evidence. 

The Allergen Evaluation Guidance 
describes four scientific factors that 
FDA intends to consider when 
evaluating the public health importance 
of non-listed food allergens: (1) 
evidence of IgE-mediated food allergy; 
(2) the prevalence of an IgE-mediated 
food allergy in the U.S. population; (3) 
the severity of IgE-mediated food 
allergic reactions; and (4) allergenic 
potency (the amount of food allergenic 
protein required to elicit an IgE- 
mediated food allergic reaction in a 
sensitized individual). While the 
Allergen Evaluation Guidance focuses 
on IgE-mediated food allergies, FDA has 
acknowledged that because some foods 
can cause both IgE-mediated and non- 
IgE-mediated reactions, evidence of 
non-IgE-mediated reactions and 
allergies associated with the food can be 
useful information in an evaluation of 
the public health importance of such a 
food allergen. The Allergen Evaluation 
Guidance affirms that food allergens 
causing non-IgE-mediated allergies may 
also raise public health concerns, and 
FDA intends to evaluate the public 
health importance of these allergens on 
a case-by-case basis. Beyond the four 
scientific factors, the Allergen 
Evaluation Guidance also states that to 
evaluate whether a non-listed food 
allergen is of public health importance, 

FDA may seek or request data and other 
information relevant to the labeling and 
production of food containing the food 
allergen. 

Examples of such data and other 
information are: 

• Data and other information relevant 
to the prevalence in the United States of 
food allergic reactions that could be 
attributed to exposure to the food 
allergen that is not disclosed on the 
label of food products; 

• Prevalence and amounts of the 
undisclosed food allergen, such as 
situations in which source information 
about a non-listed food allergen used as 
an ingredient is not required to be 
included in the food label; examples of 
this include spice, color, flavoring, or 
when the common or usual name of the 
food ingredient does not include the 
source (e.g., malt extract does not 
disclose ‘‘barley’’ as the source); 

• Characteristics of food products and 
food production practices; 

• Data from patient-centered studies 
or other patient-centered information 
(e.g., food allergy quality-of-life 
questionnaires) regarding patients’ 
experiences, perspectives, needs, and 
priorities regarding avoidance of foods 
that are or contain food allergens; and 

• Data on clinically cross-reactive 
food allergies to the food and, if 
relevant, whether potential cross- 
reactivity to the food allergen would not 
be well-recognized in the U.S. allergic 
population. 

II. Request for Comment 
We invite comments concerning 

adverse reactions due to ‘‘ingredients of 
interest’’ (i.e., non-wheat GCGs and oats) 
in the United States. We also invite 
comments on labeling issues or 
concerns with identifying ingredients of 
interest on packaged food products in 
the United States. We specifically invite 
comment in response to the questions 
below. Any party submitting comments 
need not address all the questions listed 
in this request. Please provide 
applicable data and references, if 
available. 

A. Data and information on IgE- 
mediated and non-IgE-mediated food 
allergies and adverse reactions to non- 
wheat GCGs (including prevalence, 
severity, and potency). 

Celiac Journey’s petition cites 
information in reports by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO)/World Health 
Organization (WHO) expert consultation 
to support the assertion that ingredients 
of interest (i.e., rye, barley, and oats) are 
GCGs that require additional labeling 
standards in the United States. FDA has 
reviewed the information in recent 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:28 Jan 21, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\22JAN1.SGM 22JAN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



2784 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 14 / Thursday, January 22, 2026 / Notices 

FAO/WHO global reports relevant to 
this petition (see Ref. 5 and Ref. 6). We 
note that our review of this information 
indicates that there is limited U.S. data 
on adverse reactions to ingredients of 
interest. An FDA summary of the 
limited data in the FAO/WHO reports 
for IgE-mediated food allergies to non- 
wheat GCGs is available in Ref. 7. 

As background, in 2019, the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission (CAC) tasked 
the FAO/WHO to form an Expert 
Consultation on Risk Assessment of 
Food Allergens (hereafter referred to as 
expert consultation) to develop criteria 
to determine which foods are priority 
allergens at a global level, and to 
validate and update the list of allergenic 
foods and ingredients in section 4.2.1.4 
of the General Standard for the 
Labelling of Pre-Packaged Foods 
(GSLPF) based on risk assessment. As 
highlighted in ‘‘Part 1: Review and 
validation of Codex Alimentarius 
priority allergen list through risk 
assessment’’ (Ref. 5) of the resulting 
report, the expert consultation 
identified prevalence, severity, and 
potency of IgE-mediated allergy and CD 
as the main criteria. Based on these 
criteria, the expert consultation 
recommended modifying the definition 
for cereals listed as priority allergens to 
include ‘‘Cereals containing gluten (e.g., 
wheat and other Triticum species, rye 
and other Secale species, barley and 
other Hordeum species and their 
hybridized strains).’’ The expert 
consultation’s report found wheat to 
have sufficient prevalence, severity, and 
potency of IgE-mediated food allergies 
and noted that it is associated with CD 
toxicity. In contrast, the report stated 
that there is very limited data on the 
prevalence, severity, and potency of IgE- 
mediated food allergies for barley and 
rye (and crossbreeds of these cereal 
grains), but included them on the 
GSLPF priority list because they are 
foods that have potential to cause CD 
toxicity. The expert consultation’s 
report also considered that these cereals 
are IgE-cross-reactive with wheat, 
thereby posing a risk to wheat-allergic 
consumers. 

Consistent with the expert 
consultation’s report, IgE-mediated 
reactions causing anaphylaxis are well- 
described for wheat, which is a major 
food allergen. However, apart from 
limited data showing that these cereals 
may have clinical cross-reactivity with 
wheat allergy, there is very little data on 
how frequently non-wheat GCGs cause 
IgE-mediated allergies and associated 
life-threatening reactions. Also, there 
are limited potency data for non-wheat 
GCGs, including what are dose 
exposures from undisclosed ingredients 

in food products that cause adverse 
allergic reactions. In the absence of such 
data, community report data (such as 
abstracts, research queries, patient 
surveys or registries of adverse reactions 
or food challenge data, etc.) could 
provide evidence of IgE-mediated 
allergies to non-wheat GCGs. 

In addition to IgE-mediated allergies, 
consumption of gluten can cause CD 
toxicity. There are well-established data 
on the prevalence and potential severe 
health consequences of CD in the U.S. 
population (Ref. 8). As described in the 
Allergen Evaluation Guidance, FDA will 
consider evidence of non-IgE-mediated 
reactions as supplemental information 
in the evaluation of the public health 
importance of a food allergen. 

Because there is well-documented 
information on the prevalence and 
severity of GCGs causing CD and on IgE- 
mediated allergies specifically to wheat, 
for this RFI, we are particularly 
interested in data that can quantify and 
characterize IgE- and non-IgE-mediated 
reactions to non-wheat GCGs in U.S. 
food products. FDA is particularly 
interested in data and information 
regarding prevalence, severity, and/or 
potency relating to: 

1. Non-wheat GCGs causing IgE- 
mediated allergies or reactions, 
including anaphylaxis, in the United 
States. This could include published or 
unpublished clinical study data, 
community reports, or other data, such 
as food challenge data. Please provide 
units of measure, where available (e.g., 
for prevalence information, 1 in 10,000 
adults; for severity information, percent 
of reactions characterized as 
anaphylaxis, number of emergency 
visits, etc.). 

2. Clinically cross-reactive food 
allergies between wheat and any of the 
non-wheat GCGs. This could include 
study data, community reports, or other 
relevant information. 

3. Non-wheat GCGs causing non-IgE- 
mediated reactions in individuals with 
CD or other food allergic conditions 
(e.g., eosinophilic gastrointestinal 
disorders). 

B. Data and information on gluten in 
oats (including frequency and amounts 
of gluten in oats), and the prevalence, 
severity, and potency of IgE-mediated 
and non-IgE-mediated allergy and 
adverse reactions to oats. 

Celiac Journey’s petition requests that 
we include oats as a GCG because they 
often contain gluten due to cross- 
contact. Although FDA does not 
consider oats to be a GCG (21 CFR 
101.91(a)(1)), we recognize that a major 
concern underlying the use of oats is 
cross-contact with wheat and cereals 
like barley or rye, resulting in 

concentrations of gluten that are 
potentially significant in the context of 
exacerbation of CD or IgE-mediated 
reactions (Ref. 9). Recent work 
conducted by the FAO/WHO expert 
consultation provides information 
related to the extent of gluten presence 
in oats due to cross-contact (Ref. 5). The 
expert consultation did not consider 
oats to be a cereal priority allergen 
because this food poses a low public 
health risk of causing IgE-mediated 
allergy or CD toxicity. Nevertheless, the 
consultation recognized that oats can 
have potentially significant levels of 
GCGs due to cross-contact. 

Because oats may have gluten, due to 
cross-contact, and because the citizen 
petition asks FDA to consider oats as a 
GCG, FDA requests the following 
information: 

4. To what extent do oat food 
products contain GCGs as a result of 
cross-contact? What amounts of GCGs 
are usually present? What other grains 
or ingredients contain GCGs due to 
cross-contact (and how do amounts 
compare to amounts in oats)? 

5. What is the prevalence, severity, 
and potency of IgE- or non-IgE-mediated 
adverse reactions due to consumption of 
the following oat-containing 
ingredients? 

a. Pure or gluten-free oats alone? 
b. Oats having cross-contact with 

GCGs, and, in particular, non-wheat 
GCGs? 

Please provide relevant studies or 
data and provide the unit of measure 
(e.g., 1 in 10,000 adults). 

6. To what extent are oat products 
labeled in a way to indicate/not indicate 
the presence of GCGs (e.g., ‘‘may 
contain gluten’’)? If specific products or 
product categories are identified, please 
provide labels or photos and provide 
information about the type of food (e.g., 
packaged food product or food from a 
retail food establishment or elsewhere). 

7. What potential challenges might 
there be if there were requirements to 
eliminate, minimize, or label the 
presence of non-wheat GCGs in food 
products containing oats? 

C. Data and information on 
undisclosed ingredients of interest 
(including their prevalence and usage 
amounts in food products and adverse 
events resulting from consumption of 
these food products). 

As explained in the background 
section, in general, an ingredient must 
be declared by the common or usual 
name on the label or labeling of 
packaged foods (see section 403(i) of the 
FD&C Act). Wheat is also a major food 
allergen and, thus, when used as an 
ingredient, wheat must be declared as 
‘‘wheat’’ either in the ‘‘Contains’’ 
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statement or in the ingredient list 
(section 403(w) of the FD&C Act). 
However, the ingredients of interest are 
not major food allergens, so, under 
certain circumstances, it may be 
permissible for a packaged food that 
contains an ingredient of interest not to 
explicitly name the food source (e.g., 
rye, barley, oats) on the label or labeling. 
For example, if the ingredient of interest 
falls under the regulatory provisions 
described above for incidental additives, 
spices, flavoring, or coloring, the 
presence of rye, barley, or oats might not 
be declared on the label. Also, there are 
instances when the common or usual 
name of an ingredient does not reflect 
that it is derived from an ingredient of 
interest. For example, malt extract, 
which is derived from barley, may be 
labeled as ‘‘barley malt,’’ but it can also 
be referred to as ‘‘malt extract’’ or ‘‘malt 
syrup,’’ which do not disclose the barley 
source of the ingredient to consumers. 

We are aware that there are 
ingredients derived from ingredients of 
interest that do not disclose the source. 
Specifically, we are aware of ‘‘malt,’’ 
‘‘malt extract,’’ and ‘‘malt syrup,’’ but 
note that many of the food products on 
the market with these ‘‘malt’’-type 
ingredients declare the barley source in 
the ingredients list. Also, although there 
are labeling exceptions described above 
with regard to spices, flavoring, 
coloring, or incidental additives, it is 
unclear whether any non-wheat GCG or 
oat ingredients are ever used as such. 
Celiac Journey’s petition is asking us to 
require that all ingredients with gluten 
be listed by name in the ingredient lists 
of all foods, however, our review 
indicates that most ingredients appear 
to already declare the gluten source as 
described above. Therefore, we pose the 
following questions: 

8. What are instances where 
ingredients of interest (rye, barley, or 
oats) would be undisclosed on a food 
package and potentially cause adverse 
reactions? 

9. What is the prevalence and severity 
of IgE- and non-IgE-mediated adverse 
reactions to undisclosed ingredients of 
interest in food products. Please provide 
relevant studies or data and provide the 
unit of measure (e.g., 1 in 10,000 adults) 
to the extent it is available. 

a. If possible, please provide 
information on the symptoms and 
severity of reactions. Additionally, 
please specify the suspected food or 
ingredient and whether the reaction was 
from consumption of rye, barley, a 
crossbreed, or oats. If available, please 
provide pictures of product labels. 

b. Please specify if reactions were 
from a packaged food product or food 
from a retail establishment or elsewhere. 

10. We would like information about 
undisclosed ingredients of interest in 
packaged foods or in restaurant foods. 
Please specify the types of ingredients, 
frequency, and amounts of undisclosed 
ingredients of interest in foods. We are 
particularly interested in data, but 
specific examples and pictures of 
packages or labels may be helpful to 
illustrate the issue. For amounts, please 
provide a unit measure (e.g., ‘‘5 grams 
of gluten per kilogram (ppm) of 
packaged food product’’ or ‘‘50 
milligrams of total gluten protein per 
serving’’). Please specify whether the 
ingredients of interest are undisclosed 
for any of the following reasons: 

a. Because the common or usual name 
of an ingredient does not list the GCG 
source in a way that it is apparent that 
GCG is present (e.g., malt extract). 
Specify the types of ingredients, 
prevalence, and usage amounts in foods. 

b. Because they are used as processing 
aids or incidental additives. 

c. Because they are part of a spice 
mix, flavoring, or coloring. 

d. Because they are present due to 
cross-contact. 

11. What potential challenges might 
there be if there were requirements to 
label the presence of non-wheat GCGs 
and oats in foods that do not currently 
require their disclosure in the ingredient 
statement for one of the reasons 
described above? 

D. Data and information related to 
ingredients of interest, including 
potential consumer perspectives and 
experiences. 

12. Please provide data from patient- 
centered studies or information (e.g., 
food allergy quality-of-life 
questionnaires) regarding patients’ 
experiences, perspectives, needs, and 
priorities regarding avoidance of foods 
that are or contain ingredients of 
interest. 

13. We are interested in information 
and studies on consumer purchasing 
and consumption choices related to 
GCGs, including cost considerations, 
labeling information (e.g., gluten-free, 
undisclosed ingredients), and 
consumption of oats. Specifically, we 
are interested in the following 
information: 

a. How heavily do consumers rely on 
purchasing foods voluntarily labeled as 
‘‘gluten-free’’ versus purchasing foods 
that do not declare a GCG in the 
ingredient statement? 

b. For foods that are not voluntarily 
labeled as ‘‘gluten-free’’ and do not 
declare a GCG in their ingredient 
statement, do consumers avoid foods 
that contain certain ingredients because 
they may contain undisclosed gluten 
(for example, foods labeled as 

containing ‘‘flavors,’’ ‘‘colors,’’ or 
‘‘spices’’)? Please provide specific 
examples and labels, if available. 

c. Do consumers generally avoid oats 
or other ingredients that may contain 
gluten due to cross-contact even when 
no GCGs or gluten terms are listed? If so, 
please provide specific examples and 
labels, if available. 

III. References 

The following references marked with 
an asterisk (*) are on display at the 
Dockets Management Staff (see 
ADDRESSES) and are available for 
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9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday; they also are available 
electronically at https://
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because they have copyright restriction. 
Some may be available at the website 
address, if listed. References without 
asterisks are available for viewing only 
at the Dockets Management Staff. 
Although FDA verified the website 
addresses in this document, please note 
that websites are subject to change over 
time. 
* 1. Gupta, R.S., Warren, C.M., Smith, B.M., 
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Lowell M. Zeta, 

Acting Deputy Commissioner for Policy, 
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[FR Doc. 2026–01121 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4164–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

[Document Identifier: OS–0937–0213] 

Agency Information Collection 
Request; 60-Day Public Comment 
Request 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, HHS. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
requirement of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, the Office of the 
Secretary (OS), Department of Health 
and Human Services, is publishing the 
following summary of a proposed 
collection for public comment. 
DATES: Comments on the ICR must be 
received on or before March 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: When commenting, please 
reference the document identifier/OMB 
control number 0937–0213–60D and 
title of collection ‘‘Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention FY2023 performance 
measures collection.’’ You may send 
your comments electronically to Tara 
Rice, tara.rice@hhs.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
obtain copies of supporting material for 
the proposed collection(s) summarized 
in this notice, please include the 
document identifier and project title for 
reference, and address inquiries to Tara 
Rice, tara.rice@hhs.gov or 240–453– 
8123. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Interested 
persons are invited to send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any 
other aspect of this collection of 
information, including any of the 
following subjects: (1) The necessity and 
utility of the proposed information 
collection for the proper performance of 

the agency’s functions; (2) the accuracy 
of the estimated burden; (3) ways to 
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity 
of the information to be collected; and 
(4) the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology to minimize the information 
collection burden. 

Title of the Collection: Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention FY2023 
performance measures collection. 

Type of Collection: extension. 
OMB No.: 0937–0213. 
Abstract: The Office of Population 

Affairs (OPA), in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), requests an extension 
clearance for the collection of 
performance measures specifically for 
FY2023 Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
(TPP) Program grantees. OPA supports 
two types of grants through the TPP 
program: projects that replicate TPP 
program models that have been shown 
to be effective through rigorous 
evaluation (Tier 1), research and 
demonstration projects that develop and 
test additional models and innovative 
strategies to prevent teen pregnancy 
(Tier 2). Collection of performance 
measures is a requirement of all TPP 
awards and is in the NOFOs. The data 
collection allows OPA to comply with 
federal accountability and performance 
requirements, inform stakeholders of 
grantee progress in meeting TPP 
program goals, provide OPA with 
metrics for monitoring FY2023 TPP 
grantees, and facilitate individual 
grantees’ continuous quality 
improvement efforts within their 
projects. 

OPA requests clearance for three 
years. 

ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOUR TABLE 

Forms 
(if necessary) 

Respondents 
(if necessary) 

Number of 
respondents 

Number of 
responses per 

respondent 

Average 
burden per 
response 
(hours) 

Total 
burden 
hours 

TPP Tier 1 & Tier 2 Rigorous Impact 
grantees.

TPP Tier 1 & Tier 2 Rigorous Impact 
grantees.

73 2 8 1,168 

Supportive Services ................................. Tier 1 Grantees ....................................... 58 2 0.25 29 
Tier 2 Innovation Network ....................... Tier 2 Innovation Network Grantees ....... 6 2 1 12 

Total .................................................. .................................................................. .................... ........................ .................... 1,209 
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Catherine Howard, 
Paperwork Reduction Act Reports Clearance 
Officer, Office of the Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01136 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4150–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Indian Health Service 

RIN 0917–AA26 

Reimbursement Rates for Calendar 
Year 2026 

AGENCY: Indian Health Service, HHS. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Notice is provided that the 
Chief of Staff, who has the Delegated 
Authority of the Indian Health Service 
(IHS) Director has approved the rates for 
inpatient and outpatient medical care 
provided by the IHS facilities for 
Calendar Year 2026. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The Chief of Staff, who has the 

Delegated Authority of the Indian 
Health Service (IHS) Director, under the 
authority of sections 321(a) and 322(b) 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 248 and 249(b)), Public Law 83– 
568 (42 U.S.C. 2001(a)), and the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.), has approved the 
following rates for inpatient and 
outpatient medical care provided by IHS 
facilities for Calendar Year 2026 for 
Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries, 
beneficiaries of other Federal programs, 
and for recoveries under the Federal 
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 
2651–2653). The inpatient rates for 
Medicare Part A are excluded from the 
table below. That is because Medicare 
inpatient payments for IHS hospital 
facilities are made based on the 
prospective payment system, or (when 
IHS facilities are designated as Medicare 
Critical Access Hospitals) on a 
reasonable cost basis. Since the 
inpatient per diem rates set forth below 
do not include all physician services 
and practitioner services, additional 
payment shall be available to the extent 
that those services are provided. 

Please note that the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
has issued a Final Rule to continue to 
pay an add-on to the Medicare 
Outpatient Per Visit Rate listed below 
for certain high-cost drugs for people 
with Medicare who receive care at IHS 
or Tribal hospitals for CY 2026. See 90 
FR 53448, (November 25, 2025). The 
high-cost drugs qualifying for this add- 

on payment for CY 2026 are listed in 
Addendum Q to this Final Rule, 
available at https://www.cms.gov/ 
medicare/payment/prospective- 
payment-systems/hospital-outpatient/ 
regulations-notices/cms-1834-fc. 

Inpatient Hospital per Diem Rate 
(Excludes Physician/Practitioner 
Services) 

Calendar Year 2026 
Lower 48 States: $5,707. 
Alaska: $5,208. 

Outpatient per Visit Rate (Excluding 
Medicare) 

Calendar Year 2026 
Lower 48 States: $826. 
Alaska: $1,222. 

Outpatient per Visit Rate (Medicare) 

Calendar Year 2026 
Lower 48 States: $733. 
Alaska: $1,233. 

Medicare Part B Inpatient Ancillary per 
Diem Rate 

Calendar Year 2026 
Lower 48 States: $1,289. 
Alaska: $1,617. 

Outpatient Surgery Rate (Medicare) 
Established Medicare rates for 

freestanding Ambulatory Surgical 
Centers. 

Effective Date for Calendar Year 2026 
Rates 

Consistent with previous annual rate 
revisions, the Calendar Year 2026 rates 
will be effective for services provided 
on or after January 1, 2026, to the extent 
consistent with payment authorities, 
including the applicable Medicaid State 
plan. 

Clayton W. Fulton, 
Chief of Staff, Delegated Authority of the 
IHS Director. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01178 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4166–14–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute; Notice of Meeting 

Pursuant to section 10(a) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, notice is hereby given of a 
meeting of the Sleep Disorders Research 
Advisory Board (SDRAB). 

This will be a hybrid meeting held in- 
person and virtually and will be open to 
the public as indicated below. 

Individuals who plan to attend in- 
person or view the virtual meeting and 
need special assistance or other 
reasonable accommodation should 
notify the Contact Person listed below 
in advance of the meeting. The meeting 
can be accessed from a link that will be 
provided once registration is confirmed. 

Name of Committee: Sleep Disorders 
Research Advisory Board. 

Date: April 9, 2026. 
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Agenda: The purpose of this meeting is to 

seek guidance and gather input from the 
Sleep Disorders Research Advisory Board on 
research priorities conducted or supported by 
the Institute; and to continue discussions on 
the topics for the NIH Sleep Research Plan 
refresh. 

Address: National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute, National Institutes of Health, 6705 
Rockledge Drive, Suite 407B, Bethesda, MD 
20814. 

Meeting Format: Virtual and In-person. 
Contact Person: Marishka Brown, Ph.D., 

nom SDRAB, Executive Secretary, Director, 
National Center on Sleep Disorders Research, 
National Institutes of Health, National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute, 6705 Rockledge 
Drive, Suite 407B, Bethesda, Maryland 
20814, 301–435–0199, ncsdr@nih.gov. 

Date: April 10, 2026. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Agenda: The purpose of this meeting is to 

seek guidance and gather input from the 
Sleep Disorders Research Advisory Board on 
research priorities conducted or supported by 
the Institute; and to continue discussions on 
the topics for the NIH Sleep Research Plan 
refresh. 

Address: National Institutes of Health, 
Rockledge II, 6701 Rockledge Drive, 
Bethesda, MD 20892. 

Meeting Format: Virtual and In-person. 
Contact Person: Marishka Brown, Ph.D., 

SDRAB Executive Secretary, Director, 
National Center on Sleep Disorders Research, 
National Institutes of Health, National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute, 6705 Rockledge 
Drive, Suite 407B, Bethesda, Maryland 
20814, 301–435–0199, ncsdr@nih.gov. 

Registration is required to attend the open 
portion of this meeting. To register, use the 
following link: https://
events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/ 
65acb0f8-d2c3-44c1-9351e9d359e3bd0d@
14b77578-9773-42d5-8507-251ca2dc2b06. 

Any member of the public interested in 
presenting oral comments to the committee 
may notify the Contact Person listed on this 
notice at least 10 days in advance of the 
meeting. Interested individuals and 
representatives of organizations may submit 
a letter of intent, a brief description of the 
organization represented, and a short 
description of the oral presentation. Only one 
representative of an organization may be 
allowed to present oral comments and if 
accepted by the committee, presentations 
may be limited to five minutes. Both printed 
and electronic copies are requested for the 
record. In addition, any interested person 
may file written comments with the 
committee by forwarding their statement to 
the Contact Person listed on this notice. The 
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statement should include the name, address, 
telephone number and when applicable, the 
business or professional affiliation of the 
interested person. 

Information is also available on the SDRAB 
home page, https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/about/ 
advisory-and-peer-review-committees/sleep- 
disorders-research, where an agenda and any 
additional information for the meeting will 
be posted when available. 
(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.233, National Center for 
Sleep Disorders Research; 93.837, Heart and 
Vascular Diseases Research; 93.838, Lung 
Diseases Research; 93.839, Blood Diseases 
and Resources Research, National Institutes 
of Health, HHS) 

Dated: January 20, 2026. 
Denise M. Santeufemio, 
Supervisory Program Analyst, Office of 
Federal Advisory Committee Policy. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01169 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4140–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

Proposed Collection; 60-Day Comment 
Request; The Genetic Testing Registry 
(Office of the Director) 

AGENCY: National Institutes of Health, 
HHS. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
requirement of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 to provide 
opportunity for public comment on 
proposed data collection projects, the 

National Institutes of Health Office of 
the Director (OD) will publish periodic 
summaries of proposed projects to be 
submitted to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for review and 
approval. 

DATES: Comments regarding this 
information collection are best assured 
of having their full effect if received by 
March 23, 2026. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
obtain a copy of the data collection 
plans and instruments, submit 
comments in writing, or request more 
information on the proposed project, 
contact: Mr. Taunton Paine, Director, 
Division of Scientific Data Sharing 
Policy, Office of Science Policy, NIH, 
(301) 496–9838, SciencePolicy@
mail.nih.gov, 6705 Rockledge Dr., Suite 
631, Bethesda, MD 20892. Formal 
requests for additional plans and 
instruments must be requested in 
writing. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 requires: written 
comments and/or suggestions from the 
public and affected agencies are invited 
to address one or more of the following 
points: (1) Whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
function of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (2) The accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 

methodology and assumptions used; (3) 
Ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (4) Ways to minimizes 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology. 

Proposed Collection Title: The 
Genetic Testing Registry, 0925–0651, 
Reinstatement without change, National 
Institutes of Health Office of the 
Director (OD), National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). 

Need and Use of Information 
Collection: Clinical laboratory tests are 
available for more than 26,000 genetic 
conditions. The Genetic Testing Registry 
(GTR) provides a centralized, online 
location for test developers, 
manufacturers, and researchers to 
voluntarily submit detailed information 
about the availability and scientific 
basis of their genetic tests. The GTR is 
of value to clinicians by providing 
information about the accuracy, 
validity, and usefulness of genetic tests. 
The GTR also highlights evidence gaps 
where additional research is needed. 
The GTR also has tests for microbes 
such as SARS–CoV–2 to diagnose 
COVID–19. 

OMB approval is requested for 3 
years. There are no costs to respondents 
other than their time. The total 
estimated annualized burden hours are 
2837. 

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS 

Type of respondent Form name Number of 
respondents 

Number of 
responses per 

respondent 

Average 
time per 
response 
(in hours) 

Total 
annual 
burden 
hours 

Laboratory Personnel Using Bulk Submission .............. Minimal Fields ................... 11 16 18/60 53 
Optional Fields .................. 250 16 17/60 1,133 

Laboratory Personnel Not Using Bulk Submission ....... Minimal Fields ................... 84 16 54/60 1,210 
Optional Fields .................. 57 16 29/60 441 

Total ........................................................................ ............................................ 402 6,432 .................... 2,837 

Dated: January 14, 2026. 

Matthew J. Memoli, 
Principal Deputy Director, National Institutes 
of Health. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01109 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4140–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

Center for Scientific Review; Notice of 
Closed Meeting 

Pursuant to section 1009 of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, notice is hereby given of the 
following meeting. 

The meeting will be closed to the 
public in accordance with the 

provisions set forth in sections 
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C., 
as amended. The grant applications and 
the discussions could disclose 
confidential trade secrets or commercial 
property such as patentable material, 
and personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the grant 
applications, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy. 
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Name of Committee: Center for Scientific 
Review Special Emphasis Panel; Topics in 
Clinical Data Analysis and Management. 

Date: January 29, 2026. 
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant 

applications. 
Address: National Institutes of Health, 

Rockledge II, 6701 Rockledge Drive, 
Bethesda, MD 20892. 

Meeting Format: Virtual Meeting. 
Contact Person: Shivakumar V. Chittari, 

Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, National 
Institutes of Health, Center for Scientific 
Review, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 
20892, 301–408–9098, chittari.shivakumar@
nih.gov. 

This notice is being published less than 15 
days from the meeting date due to 
exceptional circumstances. As a result of the 
43-day government shutdown, due to lapsed 
appropriations, the above meeting was 
canceled. This meeting was to assess the 
scientific and technical merit of NIH grant 
applications, required by statute to disburse 
NIH funds. The meeting must take place 
urgently so that evaluations of biomedical 
research applications addressing multiple 
major public health priorities can be 
submitted to the national advisory councils 
for timely funding recommendations. 

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine; 
93.333, Clinical Research, 93.306, 93.333, 
93.337, 93.393–93.396, 93.837–93.844, 
93.846–93.878, 93.892, 93.893, National 
Institutes of Health, HHS) 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 

Sterlyn H. Gibson, 
Program Specialist, Office of Federal Advisory 
Committee Policy. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01140 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4140–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Quarterly IRS Interest Rates Used in 
Calculating Interest on Overdue 
Accounts and Refunds of Customs 
Duties 

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, Department of Homeland 
Security. 
ACTION: General notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public 
that the quarterly Internal Revenue 
Service interest rates used to calculate 
interest on overdue accounts 
(underpayments) and refunds 
(overpayments) of customs duties will 
remain the same as the previous quarter. 
For the calendar quarter beginning 
January 1, 2026, the interest rates for 
underpayments will be 7 percent for 
both corporations and non-corporations. 
The interest rate for overpayments will 
be 7 percent for non-corporations and 6 
percent for corporations. This notice is 
published for the convenience of the 
importing public and U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection personnel. 
DATES: The rates announced in this 
notice are applicable as of January 1, 
2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bruce Ingalls, Revenue Division, 
Collection Refunds & Analysis Branch, 
8899 E 56th Street, Mail Stop 203J, 
Indianapolis, IN 46249; telephone (317) 
298–1107. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 1505 and 

Treasury Decision 85–93, published in 
the Federal Register on May 29, 1985 
(50 FR 21832), the interest rate paid on 
applicable overpayments or 
underpayments of customs duties must 
be in accordance with the Internal 

Revenue Code rate established under 26 
U.S.C. 6621 and 6622. Section 6621 
provides different interest rates 
applicable to overpayments: one for 
corporations and one for non- 
corporations. 

The interest rates are based on the 
Federal short-term rate and determined 
by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on 
behalf of the Secretary of the Treasury 
on a quarterly basis. The rates effective 
for a quarter are determined during the 
first-month period of the previous 
quarter. 

In Revenue Ruling 2025–22, the IRS 
determined the rates of interest for the 
calendar quarter beginning January 1, 
2026, and ending on March 31, 2026. 
The interest rate paid to the Treasury for 
underpayments will be the Federal 
short-term rate (4%) plus three 
percentage points (3%) for a total of 
seven percent (7%) for both 
corporations and non-corporations. For 
overpayments made by non- 
corporations, the rate is the Federal 
short-term rate (4%) plus three 
percentage points (3%) for a total of 
seven percent (7%). For corporate 
overpayments, the rate is the Federal 
short-term rate (4%) plus two 
percentage points (2%) for a total of six 
percent (6%). These interest rates used 
to calculate interest on overdue 
accounts (underpayments) and refunds 
(overpayments) of customs duties 
remain the same as the previous quarter. 
These interest rates are subject to 
change for the calendar quarter 
beginning April 1, 2026, and ending on 
June 30, 2026. 

For the convenience of the importing 
public and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection personnel, the following list 
of IRS interest rates used, covering the 
period from July of 1974 to date, to 
calculate interest on overdue accounts 
and refunds of customs duties, is 
published in summary format. 

Beginning date Ending date Underpayments 
(percent) 

Overpayments 
(percent) 

Corporate 
overpayments 
(eff. 1–1–99) 

(percent) 

070174 ..................................................................................... 063075 6 6 ..............................
070175 ..................................................................................... 013176 9 9 ..............................
020176 ..................................................................................... 013178 7 7 ..............................
020178 ..................................................................................... 013180 6 6 ..............................
020180 ..................................................................................... 013182 12 12 ..............................
020182 ..................................................................................... 123182 20 20 ..............................
010183 ..................................................................................... 063083 16 16 ..............................
070183 ..................................................................................... 123184 11 11 ..............................
010185 ..................................................................................... 063085 13 13 ..............................
070185 ..................................................................................... 123185 11 11 ..............................
010186 ..................................................................................... 063086 10 10 ..............................
070186 ..................................................................................... 123186 9 9 ..............................
010187 ..................................................................................... 093087 9 8 ..............................
100187 ..................................................................................... 123187 10 9 ..............................
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Beginning date Ending date Underpayments 
(percent) 

Overpayments 
(percent) 

Corporate 
overpayments 
(eff. 1–1–99) 

(percent) 

010188 ..................................................................................... 033188 11 10 ..............................
040188 ..................................................................................... 093088 10 9 ..............................
100188 ..................................................................................... 033189 11 10 ..............................
040189 ..................................................................................... 093089 12 11 ..............................
100189 ..................................................................................... 033191 11 10 ..............................
040191 ..................................................................................... 123191 10 9 ..............................
010192 ..................................................................................... 033192 9 8 ..............................
040192 ..................................................................................... 093092 8 7 ..............................
100192 ..................................................................................... 063094 7 6 ..............................
070194 ..................................................................................... 093094 8 7 ..............................
100194 ..................................................................................... 033195 9 8 ..............................
040195 ..................................................................................... 063095 10 9 ..............................
070195 ..................................................................................... 033196 9 8 ..............................
040196 ..................................................................................... 063096 8 7 ..............................
070196 ..................................................................................... 033198 9 8 ..............................
040198 ..................................................................................... 123198 8 7 ..............................
010199 ..................................................................................... 033199 7 7 6 
040199 ..................................................................................... 033100 8 8 7 
040100 ..................................................................................... 033101 9 9 8 
040101 ..................................................................................... 063001 8 8 7 
070101 ..................................................................................... 123101 7 7 6 
010102 ..................................................................................... 123102 6 6 5 
010103 ..................................................................................... 093003 5 5 4 
100103 ..................................................................................... 033104 4 4 3 
040104 ..................................................................................... 063004 5 5 4 
070104 ..................................................................................... 093004 4 4 3 
100104 ..................................................................................... 033105 5 5 4 
040105 ..................................................................................... 093005 6 6 5 
100105 ..................................................................................... 063006 7 7 6 
070106 ..................................................................................... 123107 8 8 7 
010108 ..................................................................................... 033108 7 7 6 
040108 ..................................................................................... 063008 6 6 5 
070108 ..................................................................................... 093008 5 5 4 
100108 ..................................................................................... 123108 6 6 5 
010109 ..................................................................................... 033109 5 5 4 
040109 ..................................................................................... 123110 4 4 3 
010111 ..................................................................................... 033111 3 3 2 
040111 ..................................................................................... 093011 4 4 3 
100111 ..................................................................................... 033116 3 3 2 
040116 ..................................................................................... 033118 4 4 3 
040118 ..................................................................................... 123118 5 5 4 
010119 ..................................................................................... 063019 6 6 5 
070119 ..................................................................................... 063020 5 5 4 
070120 ..................................................................................... 033122 3 3 2 
040122 ..................................................................................... 063022 4 4 3 
070122 ..................................................................................... 093022 5 5 4 
100122 ..................................................................................... 123122 6 6 5 
010123 ..................................................................................... 093023 7 7 6 
100123 ..................................................................................... 123124 8 8 7 
010125 ..................................................................................... 033126 7 7 6 

Jeffrey Caine, 
Chief Financial Officer, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01175 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9111–14–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services 

[OMB Control Number 1615–0143] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Reinstatement, With 
Change, of a Previously Approved 
Collection for Which Approval Has 
Expired: Public Charge Bond 

AGENCY: U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, Department of 
Homeland Security. 

ACTION: 30-Day notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) will be 
submitting the following information 
collection request to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and clearance in accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995. The purpose of this notice is to 
allow an additional 30 days for public 
comments. 

DATES: Comments are encouraged and 
will be accepted until February 23, 
2026. 
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ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or 
suggestions regarding the item(s) 
contained in this notice, especially 
regarding the estimated public burden 
and associated response time, must be 
submitted via the Federal eRulemaking 
Portal website at http://
www.regulations.gov under e-Docket ID 
number USCIS–2025–0173. All 
submissions received must include the 
OMB Control Number 1615–0143 in the 
body of the letter, the agency name and 
Docket ID USCIS–2025–0173. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
USCIS, Office of Policy and Strategy, 
Regulatory Coordination Division, John 
R. Pfirrmann-Powell, Acting Deputy 
Chief, telephone number (240) 721– 
3000 (This is not a toll-free number; 
comments are not accepted via 
telephone message.). Please note contact 
information provided here is solely for 
questions regarding this notice. It is not 
for individual case status inquiries. 
Applicants seeking information about 
the status of their individual cases can 
check Case Status Online, available at 
the USCIS website at http://
www.uscis.gov, or call the USCIS 
Contact Center at 800–375–5283 (TTY 
800–767–1833). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments 

The information collection notice was 
previously published in the Federal 
Register on September 16, 2025, at 90 
FR 44694, allowing for a 60-day public 
comment period. USCIS did receive 2 
comments in connection with the 60- 
day notice. 

You may access the information 
collection instrument with instructions, 
or additional information by visiting the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal site at: 
http://www.regulations.gov and enter 
USCIS–2025–0173 in the search box. 
Comments must be submitted in 
English, or an English translation must 
be provided. The comments submitted 
to USCIS via this method are visible to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
and comply with the requirements of 5 
CFR 1320.12(c). All submissions will be 
posted, without change, to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov, and will include 
any personal information you provide. 
Therefore, submitting this information 
makes it public. You may wish to 
consider limiting the amount of 
personal information that you provide 
in any voluntary submission you make 
to DHS. DHS may withhold information 
provided in comments from public 
viewing that it determines may impact 
the privacy of an individual or is 
offensive. For additional information, 

please read the Privacy Act notice that 
is available via the link in the footer of 
http://www.regulations.gov. 

Written comments and suggestions 
from the public and affected agencies 
should address one or more of the 
following four points: 

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submission of 
responses. 

Overview of This Information 
Collection 

(1) Type of Information Collection: 
Reinstatement, With Change, of a 
Previously Approved Collection for 
Which Approval Has Expired. 

(2) Title of the Form/Collection: 
Public Charge Bond. 

(3) Agency form number, if any, and 
the applicable component of the DHS 
sponsoring the collection: I–945; USCIS. 

(4) Affected public who will be asked 
or required to respond, as well as a brief 
abstract: Primary: Individual or 
households. USCIS uses Form I–945 to 
ensure that the conditions of the bond 
are fully articulated and met when 
USCIS accepts the public charge bond 
posting. Without the form, and given the 
complexity of the Federal and State 
laws governing bonds and surety bond 
submissions, USCIS would not be able 
to determine the sufficiency of the bond 
and USCIS or the U.S. Department of 
State would not be able to finalize the 
adjudication of the related immigration 
benefit requests (adjustment of status 
and immigrant visa applications). 

(5) An estimate of the total number of 
respondents and the amount of time 
estimated for an average respondent to 
respond: The estimated total number of 
respondents for the information 
collection I–945 is 10 and the estimated 
hour burden per response is 0.92 hours. 

(6) An estimate of the total public 
burden (in hours) associated with the 
collection: The estimated total annual 

hour burden associated with this 
collection is 9.2 hours. 

(7) An estimate of the total public 
burden (in cost) associated with the 
collection: The estimated total annual 
cost burden associated with this 
collection of information is $0. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
John R. Pfirrmann-Powell, 
Acting Deputy Chief, Regulatory Coordination 
Division, Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
Department of Homeland Security. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01115 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9111–97–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services 

[OMB Control Number 1615–0141] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Reinstatement, With 
Change, of a Previously Approved 
Collection for Which Approval Has 
Expired: Request for Cancellation of a 
Public Charge Bond 

AGENCY: U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, Department of 
Homeland Security. 
ACTION: 30-Day notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) will be 
submitting the following information 
collection request to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and clearance in accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995. The purpose of this notice is to 
allow an additional 30 days for public 
comments. 
DATES: Comments are encouraged and 
will be accepted until February 23, 
2026. 

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or 
suggestions regarding the item(s) 
contained in this notice, especially 
regarding the estimated public burden 
and associated response time, must be 
submitted via the Federal eRulemaking 
Portal website at http://
www.regulations.gov under e-Docket ID 
number USCIS–2025–0172. All 
submissions received must include the 
OMB Control Number 1615–0141 in the 
body of the letter, the agency name and 
Docket ID USCIS–2025–0172. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
USCIS, Office of Policy and Strategy, 
Regulatory Coordination Division, John 
R Pfirrmann-Powell, Acting Deputy 
Chief, telephone number (240) 721– 
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3000 (This is not a toll-free number; 
comments are not accepted via 
telephone message.). Please note contact 
information provided here is solely for 
questions regarding this notice. It is not 
for individual case status inquiries. 
Applicants seeking information about 
the status of their individual cases can 
check Case Status Online, available at 
the USCIS website at http://
www.uscis.gov, or call the USCIS 
Contact Center at 800–375–5283 (TTY 
800–767–1833). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments 

The information collection notice was 
previously published in the Federal 
Register on September 19, 2025, at 90 
FR 45238, allowing for a 60-day public 
comment period. USCIS did receive 3 
comments in connection with the 60- 
day notice. 

You may access the information 
collection instrument with instructions, 
or additional information by visiting the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal site at: 
http://www.regulations.gov and enter 
USCIS–2025–0172 in the search box. 
Comments must be submitted in 
English, or an English translation must 
be provided. The comments submitted 
to USCIS via this method are visible to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
and comply with the requirements of 5 
CFR 1320.12(c). All submissions will be 
posted, without change, to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov, and will include 
any personal information you provide. 
Therefore, submitting this information 
makes it public. You may wish to 
consider limiting the amount of 
personal information that you provide 
in any voluntary submission you make 
to DHS. DHS may withhold information 
provided in comments from public 
viewing that it determines may impact 
the privacy of an individual or is 
offensive. For additional information, 
please read the Privacy Act notice that 
is available via the link in the footer of 
http://www.regulations.gov. 

Written comments and suggestions 
from the public and affected agencies 
should address one or more of the 
following four points: 

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submission of 
responses. 

Overview of This Information 
Collection 

(1) Type of Information Collection: 
Reinstatement, Without Change, of a 
Previously Approved Collection for 
Which Approval Has Expired. 

(2) Title of the Form/Collection: 
Request for Cancellation of a Public 
Charge Bond. 

(3) Agency form number, if any, and 
the applicable component of the DHS 
sponsoring the collection: I–356; USCIS. 

(4) Affected public who will be asked 
or required to respond, as well as a brief 
abstract: Primary: Individuals or 
households; Business or other for-profit; 
Not-for-profit institutions. USCIS uses 
Form I–356 to determine if the bond 
should be cancelled. A public charge 
bond will be cancelled when the alien 
dies, departs permanently from the 
United States, or is naturalized, 
provided the alien did not breach such 
bond by receiving either public cash 
assistance for income maintenance or 
long-term institutionalization at 
government expense prior to death, 
permanent departure, or naturalization. 
In addition, USCIS may cancel a public 
charge bond at any time after 
determining that the alien is not likely 
at any time to become a public charge. 
A bond may also be cancelled in order 
to allow substitution of another bond. A 
public charge bond will be cancelled by 
USCIS upon review following the fifth 
anniversary of the admission or 
adjustment of status of the alien, 
provided that the alien has filed Form 
I–356 and USCIS finds that the alien did 
not receive either public cash assistance 
for income maintenance or long-term 
institutionalization at government 
expense prior to the fifth anniversary. 

(5) An estimate of the total number of 
respondents and the amount of time 
estimated for an average respondent to 
respond: The estimated total number of 
respondents for the information 
collection I–356 is 10 and the estimated 
hour burden per response is 0.75 hours. 

(6) An estimate of the total public 
burden (in hours) associated with the 
collection: The estimated total annual 
hour burden associated with this 
collection is 7.5 hours. 

(7) An estimate of the total public 
burden (in cost) associated with the 
collection: The estimated total annual 
cost burden associated with this 
collection of information is $2,500. 

Dated: January 15, 2026. 
John R. Pfirrmann-Powell, 
Acting Deputy Chief, Regulatory Coordination 
Division, Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
Department of Homeland Security. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01106 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 9111–97–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

[FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–N040; 
FXGO1664101EST0–267–FF10T90000; OMB 
Control Number 1018–0188] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget; U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service ArcGIS Online 
(AGOL) Platform 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), we, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), are proposing to 
renew a currently approved information 
collection without change. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before February 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to https://www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under Review— 
Open for Public Comments’’ or by using 
the search function. Please provide a 
copy of your comments to the Service 
Information Collection Clearance 
Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
MS: PRB (JAO/3W), 5275 Leesburg Pike, 
Falls Church, VA 22041–3803 (mail); or 
by email to Info_Coll@fws.gov. Please 
reference ‘‘1018–0188’’ in the subject 
line of your comments. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Madonna L. Baucum, Service 
Information Collection Clearance 
Officer, by email at Info_Coll@fws.gov, 
or by telephone at (703) 358–2503. 
Individuals in the United States who are 
deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, or have 
a speech disability may dial 711 (TTY, 
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TDD, or TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. 
Individuals outside the United States 
should use the relay services offered 
within their country to make 
international calls to the point-of- 
contact in the United States. You may 
also view the information collection 
request at https://www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA; 44 U.S.C. 3501 et 
seq.) and its implementing regulations 
at 5 CFR part 1320, all information 
collections require approval under the 
PRA. We may not conduct or sponsor, 
and you are not required to respond to, 
a collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) control 
number. 

On March 21, 2025, we published in 
the Federal Register (90 FR 13385) a 
notice of our intent to request that OMB 
approve this information collection. The 
Service published the Federal Register 
notice on Regulations.gov (Docket No. 
FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–0010) to provide 
the public with an additional method to 
submit comments (in addition to the 
typical email and U.S. mail submission 
methods). In that notice, we solicited 
comments for 60 days, ending on May 
20, 2025. We received the following 
comments in response to that notice: 

Comment 1: Electronic comment 
(FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–0010–0002) 
received via Regulations.gov on 03/28/ 
2025 from Laura Honda. The commenter 
did not directly address the information 
collection requirements. 

Agency Response to Comment 1: No 
response required as commenter did not 
address the information collection 
requirements. 

Comment 2: Anonymous electronic 
comment (FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–0010– 
0003) received via Regulations.gov on 
05/12/2025. The commenter did not 
directly address the information 
collection requirements. 

Agency Response to Comment 2: No 
response required as commenter did not 
address the information collection 
requirements. 

Comment 3: Electronic comment 
(FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–0010–0004) 
received via Regulations.gov on 05/19/ 
2025 from Victoria Lopez. The 
commenter did not directly address the 
information collection requirements. 

Agency Response to Comment 3: No 
response required as commenter did not 
address the information collection 
requirements. 

Comment 4: Electronic comment 
(FWS–HQ–IRTM–2025–0010–0005) 

received via Regulations.gov on 05/20/ 
2025 from Ryan Jones. The commenter 
did not directly address the information 
collection requirements. 

Agency Response to Comment 4: 
Though the commenter did not address 
the information collection requirements 
specifically, the comments were passed 
on to our Records Officer and the Acting 
Assistant Director for Ecological 
Services for awareness. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we are again inviting the 
public and other Federal agencies to 
comment on new, proposed, revised, 
and continuing collections of 
information. This helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. It also helps the 
public understand our information 
collection requirements and provide the 
requested data in the desired format. 

We are especially interested in public 
comment addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How might the agency minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology (e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response). 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. Before including your 
address, phone number, email address, 
or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be 
publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Abstract: The Service collects and 
maintains necessary geospatial data to 
meet our mission in accordance with 
the following authorities: 

• Federal Funding Accountability 
and Transparency Act of 2006, as 
amended (31 U.S.C. 6101 note); 

• Geospatial Data Act of 2018 (43 
U.S.C. ch. 46); 

• National Technology Transfer and 
Advancement Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104– 
113); 

• Open, Public, Electronic, and 
Necessary (OPEN) Government Data Act 
(44 U.S.C. 3506(b)(6)); 

• Title II of the Foundations for 
Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 
2018 (Pub. L. 115–435); 

• OMB Circular A–16, ‘‘Coordination 
of Geographic Information and Related 
Spatial Data Activities’’; 

• OMB Circular A–119, ‘‘Federal 
Participation in the Development and 
Use of Voluntary Consensus Standards 
and in Conformity Assessment 
Activities’’; and 

• OMB Circular A–130, ‘‘Managing 
Information as a Strategic Resource.’’ 

Geospatial data identify and depict 
geographic locations, boundaries, and 
characteristics of features on the surface 
of the earth. Geospatial data includes 
geographic coordinates (e.g., latitude 
and longitude) to identify the location of 
earth’s features, and data associated to 
geographic locations (e.g., land survey 
data and land cover type data). The 
Service’s organizational ArcGIS online 
program (AGOL), accessed at https://
fws.maps.arcgis.com, is an easy place to 
share data with the public and partners, 
as well as internally among Service 
staff. It can also be used to build and 
deploy mobile-enabled online maps, 
applications, and services for 
geographic information systems (GIS) 
users and non-GIS users alike. Sensitive 
data is restricted from public access via 
an internal-facing intranet version of 
AGOL. Moreover, because the system 
contains only controlled unclassified 
information (CUI) that would be 
designated as low impact under the 
Federal Information Security Act 
(FISMA, 2002), no personally 
identifiable information (PII) is allowed 
within the system. 

The AGOL platform enables the 
Service to effectively manage geospatial 
data resources and technology to 
successfully deliver geospatial services 
in support of the Service’s mission. Data 
collected through AGOL enables 
improved visualization, analysis, 
interoperability, modeling, sharing, and 
decision support. The benefits include 
increased accuracy, increased 
productivity, and more efficient 
information management and 
application support. 

In addition to collecting name and 
contact information, additional 
comments about the submission, and 
photographs (optional), we collect the 
following types of data from our 
partners through AGOL to improve our 
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online maps, web-mapping 
applications, and story maps (data 
collected is specific to a particular 
project; we will not collect all data types 
below with each submission): 

• Road crossing data, to include data 
such as location data, global positioning 
system (GPS) coordinates, stream name 
and stream flow, road name, structure 
type and quantity, road surface type and 
condition, issues present at crossing, 
and name and contact. 

• Stream crossing data, to include 
data such as location/description, GPS 
coordinates, crossing type, structures/ 
barriers, inlet/outlet information, and 
stream flow type and condition. 

• Conservation project data, to 
include data such as project title and 
description, partner names and contact 
information, start and end dates for 
project, whether project is new or 
updated, cost of project, relevant 
website information, geographical 
location of project, project species data, 
project strategy (e.g., protect habitat, 
reduce human conflicts, climate change, 
etc.), and links to project reports. 

• Reporting locations and/or status of 
Service assets (such as trails, roads, 
gates, etc.), invasive species, dead 
animals, trash on public lands, and 
possible hazards. 

• Observations of wildlife 
occurrences, including location, species, 
observer, counts, and other physical 
characteristics of interest. 

• Vegetation monitoring data, which 
would include the condition of the 
resource, abundance, lifeform, and 
more. 

We use the information collected from 
our partners to support critical 
geospatial services for Service 
programs/functions, such as: 

Endangered Species and Fisheries and 
Habitat Conservation 

• Monitoring the extent and status of 
wetlands for management, research, 

policy development, education, and 
planning through the National Wetlands 
Inventory (https://www.fws.gov/ 
wetlands/). 

• Performing natural resources 
damage assessments (NRDAs), including 
evaluating exposure of trust species to 
toxic spills. 

• Proposing, designating, and 
informing the public about critical 
habitat for threatened and endangered 
(T&E) species, delivering official species 
lists, and undertaking consultations 
under section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

• Providing information about 
sensitive resources (T&E species, 
Refuges, critical habitat) within the 
vicinity of a proposed project. 

• Conducting large-scale, 
multidisciplinary, multi-species 
analysis for habitat conservation and 
landscape conservation planning and 
restoration. 

• Improving fish passage and 
modeling the effects of barrier removal. 

Migratory Bird Conservation 

• Conducting bird surveys: Survey 
design, navigation GPS files for airplane 
pilots, and spatially referenced survey 
data. 

• Assessing habitat conditions and 
monitoring habitat improvement 
projects in joint ventures. 

• Conducting research on 
relationships between bird abundance/ 
productivity and habitat quantity and 
quality, and migration movement 
patterns. 

National Wildlife Refuge System 

• Developing alternatives for 
comprehensive conservation plans and 
supporting National Wildlife Refuge 
System (System) operational activities, 
including asset management, law 
enforcement, water resources, and fire 
management. 

• Mapping realty transactions and 
land status of Service properties and 
proposed expansions. 

• Analyzing strategic growth and land 
acquisition planning opportunities for 
the System. 

• Conducting biological surveys and 
managing data, including inventory and 
monitoring, invasive species control, 
and habitat management plans. 

• Managing Service infrastructure 
and assets. 

• Planning, responding, and 
mitigating impacts from natural 
disasters such as wildfire, hurricanes, 
disease outbreaks, and more. 

• Producing visitor service materials 
(maps, brochures) for public use and 
engagement of System lands. 

Landscape Conservation Cooperatives 

• Evaluating, planning, and 
implementing strategic habitat 
conservation and adaptive management 
at the landscape level. 

• Performing biological planning, 
conservation design and delivery, 
monitoring, and research for climate 
change and other stressors at the 
landscape level. 

Title of Collection: U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service ArcGIS Online (AGOL) 
Platform. 

OMB Control Number: 1018–0188. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents/Affected Public: Private 

sector; State, local, and Tribal 
governments; and/or foreign 
governments. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary. 
Frequency of Collection: On occasion. 
Total Estimated Annual Nonhour 

Burden Cost: None. 

Requirement 

Average 
number of 

annual 
respondents 

Average 
number of 
responses 

each 

Average 
number of 

annual 
responses 

Average 
completion 

time per 
response 
(minutes) 

Estimated 
annual 
burden 
hours * 

AGOL Online Submissions 

Private Sector .......................................................................................... 150 5 750 5 63 
Government ............................................................................................. 150 5 750 5 63 

Totals ................................................................................................ 300 .................... 1,500 .................... 126 
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An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. 

The authority for this action is the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

Jillian Eanett, 
Acting Information Collection Clearance 
Officer, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01144 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4333–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Geological Survey 

[Docket No. USGS–2025–0237; OMB Control 
Number 1028–0097; G26DUKGUK001] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; State Water Resources 
Research Institute Program Annual 
Application. National Competitive 
Grants and Reporting 

AGENCY: U.S. Geological Survey, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 
1995, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS, 
we) will ask the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) to approve the 
renewal without changes to the 
information collection request (ICR) 
described below. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before March 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by one of the following methods: 

D Electronic: https://
www.regulations.gov. Search for and 
submit comments on Docket No. USGS– 
2025–0237. 

D U.S. Mail: Send comments to USGS, 
Information Collections Clearance 
Officer, 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS 
159, Reston, VA 20192. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christian Schmidt by email at 
cgschmidt@usgs.gov, or by telephone at 
208–861–2866. Individuals in the 
United States who are deaf, deafblind, 
hard of hearing, or have a speech 
disability may dial 711 (TTY, TDD, or 
TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. 
Individuals outside the United States 
should use the relay services offered 
within their country to make 
international calls to the point-of- 
contact in the United States. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the PRA of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 
1320.8(d)(1), all information collections 
require approval under the PRA. An 
agency may not conduct or sponsor, nor 
are you required to respond to a 
collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we invite the public and other 
Federal agencies to comment on new, 
proposed, revised, and continuing 
collections of information. This helps us 
assess the impact of our information 
collection requirements and minimize 
the public’s reporting burden. It also 
helps the public understand our 
information collection requirements and 
provide the requested data in the 
desired format. 

We are especially interested in public 
comment addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How the agency might minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. We will include or 
summarize each comment in our request 
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before 
including your address, phone number, 
email address, or other personally 
identifiable information (PII) in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
PII—may be made publicly available at 
any time. While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold your PII from 
public review, we cannot guarantee that 
we will be able to do so. 

Abstract: The Water Resources 
Research Act of 1984, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 10301 et seq.), authorizes a 
research institute or center in each of 
the 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Marina Islands, and American 
Samoa. There are currently 54 such 
institutes, one in each state, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Guam. The institute 
in Guam is a regional institute serving 
Guam, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. The 
institute in Hawaii is also a regional 
institute serving Hawaii and American 
Samoa. Each of the 54 institutes submits 
an annual application for an allotment 
grant and provides an annual report on 
its activities under the grant. The State 
Water Resources Research Institute 
Program issues an annual call for 
applications from the institutes to 
support plans to promote research, 
training, information dissemination, and 
other activities meeting the needs of the 
States and Nation. The program also 
encourages regional cooperation among 
institutes in research into areas of water 
management, development, and 
conservation that have a regional or 
national character. The USGS has been 
designated as the administrator of the 
provisions of the Act. 

Title of Collection: State Water 
Resources Research Institute Program 
Annual Application and Reporting. 

OMB Control Number: 1028–0097. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents/Affected Public: 

Universities. 
Total Estimated Number of Annual 

Respondents: 54. 
Total Estimated Number of Annual 

Responses: 108 (54 applications and 
award 54 grants per year). 

Estimated Completion Time per 
Response: 160 hours. This includes 80 
hours per applicant to prepare and 
submit the annual application; and 80 
hours (total) per grantee to complete the 
annual reports. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 8,640. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 
obtain or retain a benefit. 

Frequency of Collection: Annually. 
Total Estimated Annual Non-hour 

Burden Cost: None. 
An agency may not conduct or 

sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. 

The authority for this action is the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

William H. Werkheiser, 
Associate Director for Water Mission Area. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01139 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4388–11–P 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:28 Jan 21, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\22JAN1.SGM 22JAN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:cgschmidt@usgs.gov


2796 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 14 / Thursday, January 22, 2026 / Notices 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[Docket No. BIA–2022–0005; OMB Control 
Number 1076–0141; 267A2100DD/ 
AAKP300000/A0A501010.000000] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Water Request 

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA, we) is 
proposing to renew an information 
collection without change. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before March 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: To submit comments, 
please visit https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/BIA-2022- 
0005/document or use the search field 
on https://www.regulations.gov to find 
the ‘‘BIA–2022–0005’’ docket. Please 
follow the instructions on 
Regulations.gov for submitting a 
comment; and reference the ‘‘OMB 
Control Number 1076–0141’’ within 
your comment submission. You may 
also mail comments to Indian Affairs, 
RACA, 1001 Indian School Road NW, 
Suite 229, Albuquerque, NM 87104. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Mullen, Information Collection 
Clearance Officer, Office of Regulatory 
Affairs and Collaborative Action— 
Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1001 Indian School Road NW, 
Suite 229, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87104; comments@bia.gov; (202) 208– 
5403. Individuals in the United States 
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, 
or have a speech disability may dial 711 
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. You 
may also view the ICR at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?
SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076- 
0141. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501) 
and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we provide the 
general public and other Federal 
agencies with an opportunity to 
comment on new, proposed, revised, 
and continuing collections of 
information. This helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. It also helps the 
public understand our information 

collection requirements and provide the 
requested data in the desired format. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we invite the public and other 
Federal agencies to comment on new, 
proposed, revised, and continuing 
collections of information. We are 
especially interested in public comment 
addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How might the agency minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. Before including your 
address, phone number, email address, 
or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be made 
publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Abstract: The BIA owns, operates, and 
maintains irrigation projects that 
provide a service to the end user. To 
properly bill for the services provided, 
the BIA must collect customer 
information to identify the individual 
responsible for repaying the government 
the costs of delivering the service; 
determine eligibility for waiver of fees; 
and determine designation of irrigable 
lands as assessable or non-assessable. 
Additional information necessary for 
providing the service is the location of 
the service delivery, and the number of 
serviced acres. The Debt Collection 
Improvement Act of 1996 (DCIA) 
requires that certain information be 
collected from individuals and 
businesses doing business with the 
government. This information includes 
the taxpayer identification number for 
possible future use to recover 
delinquent debt. To implement the 

DCIA requirement to collect customer 
information, the BIA has included a 
section concerning the collection of 
information in its regulations governing 
its irrigation projects (25 CFR 171). 

Title of Collection: Water Request. 
OMB Control Number: 1076–0141. 
Form Number: BIA–DWP–Irr–101; 

BIA–DWP–Irr–102; BIA–DWP–Irr–103; 
BIA–DWP–Irr–104; BIA–DWP–Irr–105; 
BIA–DWP–Irr–106. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Respondents/Affected Public: 
Individuals. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 13,438. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Responses: 35,941. 

Estimated Completion Time per 
Response: Varies from 0.2 to 6 hours. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 17,981. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 
obtain or retain a benefit. 

Frequency of Collection: On occasion. 
Total Estimated Annual Non-hour 

Burden Cost: $0. 

Authority 
An agency may not conduct or 

sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The authority for this 
action is the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501). 

Steven Mullen, 
Information Collection Clearance Officer, 
Office of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative 
Action—Indian Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01181 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4337–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[OMB Control Number 1076–0185; 
267A2100DD/AAKP300000/ 
A0A501010.000000] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review 
and Approval; Tribal Education 
Department Grant Program 

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE, we) is 
proposing to renew an information 
collection without change. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments. To be considered, 
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your comments must be received on or 
before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Send your written 
comments and recommendations for the 
proposed information collection request 
(ICR) to the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) through 
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRA/ 
icrPublicCommentRequest?ref_
nbr=202505-1076-003 or by visiting 
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain and selecting ‘‘Currently 
under Review—Open for Public 
Comments’’ and then scrolling down to 
the ‘‘Department of the Interior.’’ 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Mullen, Information Collection 
Clearance Officer, Office of Regulatory 
Affairs and Collaborative Action— 
Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1001 Indian School Road NW, 
Suite 229, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87104; comments@bia.gov; (202) 924– 
2650. Individuals in the United States 
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, 
or have a speech disability may dial 711 
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. You 
may also view the ICR at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?
SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076- 
0185. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA, 44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we 
provide the general public and other 
Federal agencies with an opportunity to 
comment on new, proposed, revised, 
and continuing collections of 
information. This helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. It also helps the 
public understand our information 
collection requirements and provide the 
requested data in the desired format. 

A Federal Register notice with a 60- 
day public comment period soliciting 
comments on this collection of 
information was published on July 11, 
2025 (90 FR 30975). No comments were 
received. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we are again soliciting 
comments from the public and other 
Federal agencies on the proposed ICR 
that is described below. We are 
especially interested in public comment 
addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 

information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How might the agency minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. Before including your 
address, phone number, email address, 
or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be made 
publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Abstract: Under 25 U.S.C. 2020, 
Congress appropriated funding through 
the BIE for the development and 
operation of Tribal departments or 
divisions of education for the purpose of 
planning and coordinating all 
educational programs of the Tribe. All 
Tribal education departments (TEDs) 
awarded will provide coordinating 
services and technical assistance to the 
school(s) they serve. As required under 
25 U.S.C. 2020, for a federally 
recognized Tribe to be eligible to receive 
a grant, the Tribe must submit a grant 
application proposal. Once the grant has 
been awarded, each awardee will be 
responsible for quarterly and annual 
reports. All awardees must comply with 
regulations relating to grants made 
under 25 U.S.C. 5322(a). 

Title of Collection: Tribal Education 
Department Grant Program. 

OMB Control Number: 1076–0185. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents/Affected Public: 

Federally recognized Tribes and their 
Tribal Education Departments (TEDs). 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 33. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Responses: 63. 

Estimated Completion Time per 
Response: Varies from 1 to 81 hours. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 1,113 hours. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 
obtain or retain a benefit. 

Frequency of Collection: Yearly for 
the proposal and annual report, 
quarterly for the quarterly reports. 

Total Estimated Annual Nonhour 
Burden Cost: $0. 

Authority 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The authority for this 
action is the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

Steven Mullen, 
Information Collection Clearance Officer, 
Office of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative 
Action—Indian Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01190 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4337–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[267A2100DD/AAKP300000/
A0A501010.000000; OMB Control Number 
1076–0193] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Education Contracts Under 
the Johnson-O’Malley Act 

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE, we) 
proposes to renew an information 
collection without change. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before March 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: To submit comments, 
please visit https://
www.regulations.gov/docket/BIA-2022- 
0005/document or use the search field 
on https://www.regulations.gov to find 
the ‘‘BIA–2022–0005’’ docket. Please 
follow the instructions on 
Regulations.gov for submitting a 
comment; and reference the ‘‘OMB 
Control Number 1076–0193’’ within 
your comment submission. You may 
also mail comments to Indian Affairs, 
RACA, 1001 Indian School Road NW, 
Suite 229, Albuquerque, NM 87104. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Mullen, Information Collection 
Clearance Officer, Office of Regulatory 
Affairs and Collaborative Action— 
Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1001 Indian School Road NW, 
Suite 229, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87104; comments@bia.gov; (202) 208– 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:28 Jan 21, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\22JAN1.SGM 22JAN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRA/icrPublicCommentRequest?ref_nbr=202505-1076-003
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRA/icrPublicCommentRequest?ref_nbr=202505-1076-003
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRA/icrPublicCommentRequest?ref_nbr=202505-1076-003
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076-0185
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076-0185
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076-0185
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076-0185
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/BIA-2022-0005/document
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/BIA-2022-0005/document
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/BIA-2022-0005/document
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:comments@bia.gov
mailto:comments@bia.gov
https://regulations.gov


2798 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 14 / Thursday, January 22, 2026 / Notices 

5403. Individuals in the United States 
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing, 
or have a speech disability may dial 711 
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. You 
may also view the ICR at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?
SearchTarget=PRA&textfield=1076- 
0193. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA, 44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we 
provide the general public, and other 
Federal agencies, with an opportunity to 
comment on new, proposed, revised, 
and continuing collections of 
information. This helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. It also helps the 
public understand our information 
collection requirements and provide the 
requested data in the desired format. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we invite the public and other 
Federal agencies to comment on new, 
proposed, revised, and continuing 
collections of information. We are 
especially interested in public comment 
addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How might the agency minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. Before including your 
address, phone number, email address, 
or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be made 
publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Abstract: The BIE seeks to renew the 
information collection conducted under 
the Johnson-O’Malley (JOM) Act, as 
amended by the JOM Supplemental 
Indian Education Program 
Modernization Act, and implementing 
regulations at 25 CFR part 273. The 
information collected assists BIE to 
manage program resources, fund 
distribution, and fiscal accountability. 
The information collection activities 
include an annual report form, student 
count report, and contract proposal 
application. 

Title of Collection: Education 
Contracts under the Johnson-O’Malley 
Act. 

Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Control Number: 1076–0193. 

Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Respondents/Affected Public: Tribal 

organizations, States, public school 
districts, Indian corporations. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 1,384. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Responses: 1,384. 

Estimated Completion Time per 
Response: Ranges from 1 to 15 hours. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 10,360. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 
obtain or retain a benefit. 

Frequency of Collection: Annually. 
Total Estimated Annual Nonhour 

Burden Cost: $0. 

Authority 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. The authority for this 
action is the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

Steven Mullen, 
Information Collection Clearance Officer, 
Office of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative 
Action—Indian Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01179 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4337–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of the Secretary 

[2560102DM; DS6CS00000; 
DLSN00000.000000; DX6CS25; OMB Control 
Number 1084–0010] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review 
and Approval; Claim for Relocation 
Payments—Residential, DI–381 and 
Claim for Relocation Payments— 
Nonresidential, DI–382 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, Office 
of Acquisition and Property 
Management, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, we, 
the Office of Acquisition and Property 
Management, are proposing to renew an 
information collection without change. 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before February 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain. Find this particular 
information collection by selecting 
‘‘Currently under Review—Open for 
Public Comments’’ or by using the 
search function. Please provide a copy 
of your comments to Jeffrey Parrillo, 
1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC 
20240; or by email to PRA-DOI@
ios.doi.gov. Please reference the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Control Number 1084–0010 in the 
subject line of your comments. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jeffrey Parrillo, 1849 C Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20240; by email to 
PRA-DOI@ios.doi.gov; or by telephone 
at 202–208–7072. Individuals in the 
United States who are deaf, deafblind, 
hard of hearing, or have a speech 
disability may dial 711 (TTY, TDD, or 
TeleBraille) to access 
telecommunications relay services. 
Individuals outside the United States 
should use the relay services offered 
within their country to make 
international calls to the point-of- 
contact in the United States. You may 
also view the ICR at http://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA, 44 U.S.C. 
3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we 
provide the general public and other 
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Federal agencies with an opportunity to 
comment on new, proposed, revised, 
and continuing collections of 
information. This helps us assess the 
impact of our information collection 
requirements and minimize the public’s 
reporting burden. It also helps the 
public understand our information 
collection requirements and provide the 
requested data in the desired format. 

A Federal Register notice with a 60- 
day public comment period soliciting 
comments on this collection of 
information was published on April 30, 
2025, (90 FR 17951). No comments were 
received. 

As part of our continuing effort to 
reduce paperwork and respondent 
burdens, we are again soliciting 
comments from the public and other 
Federal agencies on the proposed ICR 
that is described below. We are 
especially interested in public 
comments addressing the following: 

(1) Whether or not the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) The accuracy of our estimate of the 
burden for this collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

(4) How might the agency minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including through the use of 
appropriate automated, electronic, 
mechanical, or other technological 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of response. 

Comments that you submit in 
response to this notice are a matter of 
public record. Before including your 
address, phone number, email address, 
or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire 
comment—including your personal 
identifying information—may be made 
publicly available at any time. While 
you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Abstract: The Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4601 et seq.) (Act), 
requires Federal agencies acquiring real 
estate interests to provide relocation 
benefits to individuals and businesses 
displaced as a result of the acquisition. 
Applicants must use forms DI–381, 

‘‘Claim For Relocation Payments— 
Residential’’, and DI–382, ‘‘Claim For 
Relocation Payments—Nonresidential,’’ 
along with the associated schedules A, 
B, C, and D, to present allowable 
moving expenses and certify prior 
occupancy status, after having been 
displaced because of Federal acquisition 
of their real property. The forms require 
specific information because the Act 
allows for various payment amounts 
based upon the applicant’s 
circumstances. 

Title of Collection: Claim for 
Relocation Payments—Residential, DI– 
381 and Claim for Relocation 
Payments—Nonresidential, DI–382. 

OMB Control Number: 1084–0010. 
Form Number: Forms DI–381 and DI– 

382, associated Schedules A, B, C, and 
D. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Respondents/Affected Public: 
Individuals and businesses who are 
displaced because of Federal 
acquisitions of their real property. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Respondents: 24. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Responses: 24. 

Estimated Completion Time per 
Response: 50 minutes. 

Total Estimated Number of Annual 
Burden Hours: 20 hours. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to 
Obtain or Retain a Benefit. 

Frequency of Collection: As needed. 
Total Estimated Annual Nonhour 

Burden Cost: This collection does not 
have a nonhour cost burden. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. 

The authority for this action is the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). 

Jeffrey Parrillo, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01153 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4334–63–P 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

[Investigation No. 337–TA–1415 
(Enforcement)] 

Certain Pre-Stretched Synthetic 
Braiding Hair and Packaging Therefor; 
Notice of Institution of Formal 
Enforcement Proceeding 

AGENCY: U.S. International Trade 
Commission. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the U.S. International Trade 
Commission has determined to institute 
a formal enforcement proceeding 
relating to the limited exclusion order 
and cease and desist orders 
(collectively, ‘‘the remedial orders’’) 
issued on September 29, 2025, in the 
above-referenced investigation, against 
certain defaulting respondents, 
including Vivace, Inc. d/b/a Dae Do Inc. 
(‘‘Vivace’’) of Port Washington, NY. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Houda Morad, Office of the General 
Counsel, U.S. International Trade 
Commission, 500 E Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20436, telephone (202) 
708–4716. Copies of non-confidential 
documents filed in connection with this 
investigation may be viewed on the 
Commission’s electronic docket (EDIS) 
at https://edis.usitc.gov. For help 
accessing EDIS, please email 
EDIS3Help@usitc.gov. General 
information concerning the Commission 
may also be obtained by accessing its 
internet server at https://www.usitc.gov. 
Hearing-impaired persons are advised 
that information on this matter can be 
obtained by contacting the 
Commission’s TDD terminal, telephone 
(202) 205–1810. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
September 9, 2024, the Commission 
instituted this investigation based on a 
complaint filed by JBS Hair of Atlanta, 
GA (‘‘Complainant’’). 89 FR 73123–24 
(Sept. 9, 2024). The complaint, as 
supplemented, alleged violations of 
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended, 19 U.S.C. 1337 (‘‘section 
337’’), based upon the importation into 
the United States, the sale for 
importation, and the sale within the 
United States after importation of 
certain pre-stretched synthetic braiding 
hair and packaging therefor by reason of 
the infringement of certain claims of 
U.S. Patent Nos. 10,786,026; 10,945,478 
(‘‘the ’478 patent’’); and 10,980,301 
(‘‘the ’301 patent’’). Id. The 
Commission’s notice of investigation, as 
amended, named the following 
respondents: (1) Vivace; A-Hair Import 
Inc. of Norcross, Georgia (‘‘A-Hair’’); 
Crown Pacific Group Inc. of Doraville, 
Georgia (‘‘Crown Pacific’’); Loc N 
Products, LLC of Atlanta, Georgia (‘‘Loc 
N’’); and Zugoo Import Inc. of Norcross, 
Georgia (‘‘Zugoo’’) (collectively, 
‘‘Defaulting Respondents’’); (2) Chois 
International, Inc. of Norcross, GA 
(‘‘Chois’’); I & I Hair Corp. of Dallas, TX 
(‘‘I & I Hair’’); Kum Kang Trading USA, 
Inc. d/b/a BNGHAIR of Paramount, CA 
(‘‘Kum Kang’’); Mink Hair, Ltd. d/b/a 
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Sensual® Collection of Wayne, NJ 
(‘‘Mink Hair’’); Oradell International 
Corp. d/b/a MOTOWN TRESS of 
Manalapan, NJ (‘‘Oradell’’); and Twin 
Peak International, Inc. d/b/a Dejavu 
Hair of Atlanta, GA (‘‘Twin Peak’’) 
(collectively, ‘‘Consent Order 
Respondents’’); and (3) Sun Taiyang Co., 
Ltd. d/b/a Outre® of Moonachie, NJ; 
Beauty Elements Corporation d/b/a 
Bijouz® of Miami Gardens, FL; Hair 
Zone, Inc. d/b/a Sensationnel® of 
Moonachie, NJ; Beauty Essence, Inc. d/ 
b/a SupremeTM Hair US of Moonachie, 
NJ; SLI Production Corp. d/b/a It’s a 
Wig! of Moonachie, NJ; Royal Imex, Inc. 
d/b/a Zury® Hollywood of Santa Fe 
Springs, CA; GS Imports, Inc. d/b/a 
Golden State Imports, Inc. of 
Paramount, CA; Eve Hair, Inc. of 
Lakewood, CA; Midway International, 
Inc. d/b/a BOBBI BOSS of Cerritos, CA; 
Mayde Beauty Inc. of Port Washington, 
NY; Hair Plus Trading Co., Inc. d/b/a 
Femi Collection of Suwanee, GA; 
Optimum Solution Group LLC d/b/a Oh 
Yes Hair of Duluth, GA; Chade 
Fashions, Inc. of Niles, IL; Mane 
Concept Inc. of Moonachie, NJ; Beauty 
Plus Trading Co., Inc. d/b/a Janet 
CollectionTM of Moonachie, NJ; Model 
Model Hair Fashion, Inc. of Port 
Washington, NY; New Jigu Trading 
Corp. d/b/a Harlem 125® of Port 
Washington, NY; Shake N Go Fashion, 
Inc. of Port Washington, NY; and 
Amekor Industries, Inc. d/b/a Vivica A. 
Fox® Hair Collection of Conshohocken, 
PA (collectively, ‘‘Remaining 
Respondents’’). Id.; see also 89 FR 
97068–69 (Dec. 6, 2024). The Office of 
Unfair Import Investigations (‘‘OUII’’) 
was also named as a party in this 
investigation. Id. at 73124. 

The Commission found each of the 
Defaulting Respondents to be in default. 
Order No. 26 (Dec. 19, 2024), 
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Jan. 17, 
2025) (Loc N); Order No. 31 (Feb. 4, 
2025), unreviewed by Comm’n Notice 
(Feb. 24, 2025) (Vivace and A-Hair); 
Order No. 32 (Feb. 14, 2025), 
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Mar. 11, 
2025) (Crown Pacific); Order No. 34 
(Feb. 24, 2025), unreviewed by Comm’n 
Notice (Mar. 24, 2025) (Zugoo). 

The Commission terminated the 
Consent Order Respondents based on 
entry of consent order stipulations and 
consent orders. Order No. 10 (Oct. 18, 
2024), unreviewed by Comm’n Notice 
(Nov. 15, 2024) (Kum Kang, Mink Hair, 
Oradell); Order No. 16 (Nov. 14, 2024), 
unreviewed by Comm’n Notice (Dec. 11, 
2024) (I & I Hair); Order No. 28 (Dec. 23, 
2024), unreviewed by Comm’n Notice 
(Jan. 21, 2025) (JMS Trading); Order No. 
29 (Jan. 7, 2025) (Chois) & Order No. 30 

(Twin Peak) (Jan. 7, 2025), unreviewed 
by Comm’n Notice (Jan. 30, 2025). 

On April 29, 2025, the Commission 
terminated the investigation as to the 
Remaining Respondents based on 
withdrawal of the complaint as to those 
respondents and requested briefing on 
remedy, the public interest and bonding 
with respect to the Defaulting 
Respondents. Order No. 44 (Apr. 10, 
2025), unreviewed by Comm’n Notice 
(Apr. 29, 2025), 90 FR 18991–93 (May 
5, 2025). 

On September 29, 2025, the 
Commission issued the remedial orders 
against the Defaulting Respondents, 
including Vivace, pursuant to section 
337(g)(1), 19 U.S.C. 1337. Comm’n 
Notice (Sept. 29, 2025), 90 FR 47821–23 
(Oct. 2, 2025). 

On December 18, 2025, Complainant 
filed an enforcement complaint against 
Vivace requesting that the Commission 
institute an enforcement proceeding 
under Commission Rule 210.75 (19 CFR 
210.75) to investigate alleged violations 
by Vivace of the Commission’s remedial 
orders. Complainant alleges that Vivace 
continues to import into the United 
States, sell for importation, or sell 
within the United States after 
importation, products that infringe 
claim 20 of the ’478 patent and claims 
1, 4–9 and 11 of the ’301 patent, in 
violation of the remedial orders. 

Having examined the enforcement 
complaint and the supporting exhibits, 
the Commission has determined that the 
complaint complies with the 
requirements for institution of a formal 
enforcement proceeding. Accordingly, 
the Commission has determined to 
institute a formal enforcement 
proceeding, pursuant to Commission 
Rule 210.75(a) (19 CFR 210.75(a)), to 
determine whether violations of the 
remedial orders have occurred and to 
determine what, if any, enforcement 
measures are appropriate. The named 
respondent is Vivace. OUII is also 
named as a party to the enforcement 
proceeding. 

In the Order issued concurrently 
herewith, the Commission has delegated 
this enforcement proceeding to the 
Chief Administrative Law Judge (‘‘ALJ’’) 
for designation of a presiding ALJ to 
conduct any necessary proceedings, 
issue an Enforcement Initial 
Determination, and make a 
recommendation on appropriate 
enforcement measures, if any. 

The Commission’s vote for this 
determination took place on January 20, 
2026. 

The authority for the Commission’s 
determination is contained in section 
337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended (19 U.S.C. 1337), and in part 

210 of the Commission’s Rules of 
Practice and Procedure (19 CFR part 
210). 

By order of the Commission. 
Issued: January 20, 2026. 

Lisa Barton, 
Secretary to the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01184 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7020–02–P 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

[Investigation Nos. 701–TA–757 and 731– 
TA–1737–1738 (Final)] 

Polypropylene Corrugated Boxes From 
China and Vietnam; Cancellation of 
Hearing for Antidumping and 
Countervailing Duty Investigations 

AGENCY: United States International 
Trade Commission. 
ACTION: Notice. 

DATES: January 16, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Camille Bryan ((202) 205–2811), Office 
of Investigations, U.S. International 
Trade Commission, 500 E Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20436. Hearing- 
impaired individuals are advised that 
information on this matter can be 
obtained by contacting the 
Commission’s TDD terminal on 202– 
205–1810. Persons with mobility 
impairments who will need special 
assistance in gaining access to the 
Commission should contact the Office 
of the Secretary at 202–205–2000. 
General information concerning the 
Commission may also be obtained by 
accessing its internet server (https://
www.usitc.gov). The public record for 
these investigations may be viewed on 
the Commission’s electronic docket 
(EDIS) at https://edis.usitc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Effective 
August 20, 2025, the Commission 
established a schedule for the conduct 
of the subject proceeding (90 FR 41595, 
August 26, 2025). Due to the lapse in 
appropriations and ensuing cessation of 
Commission operations, the 
Commission issued a revised schedule 
(90 FR 54369, November 26, 2025). Due 
to the Department of Commerce’s tolling 
of case deadline by an additional 21 
calendar days, the Commission issued a 
second revised schedule (90 FR 59202, 
December 18, 2025). On January 14, 
2026, counsel for CoolSeal USA Inc.; 
Inteplast Group Corporation; SeaCa 
Plastic Packaging; and Technology 
Container Corp. (collectively, 
‘‘petitioners’’), filed a request to appear 
at the hearing. No other parties 
submitted a request to appear at the 
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1 The record is defined in § 207.2(f) of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (19 
CFR 207.2(f)). 

2 91 FR 663 and 91 FR 668 (January 8, 2026). 

3 The individual members of the Fresh 
Mushrooms Fair Trade Coalition are: Giorgio Fresh 
Co. (including Donna Bella Farms LLC and Giorgi 
Mushroom Co.); J–M Farms LLC; Kennett Square 
Mushroom Operation LLC; Modern Mushroom 
Farms, Inc.; Needham’s Mushroom Farms, Inc.; and 
Sher-Rockee Mushroom Farms. 

4 Due to the lapse in appropriations and ensuing 
cessation of Commission operations, the 
Commission tolled its schedule for this proceeding. 
The schedule was revised in a subsequent notice 
published in the Federal Register on November 19, 
2025 (90 FR 52094). The Commission subsequently 
published a second revised schedule on January 16, 
2026 (91 FR 2151) to conform with Commerce’s 
new schedule after Commerce extended the 
deadline for its initiation determinations from 
December 15, 2025 to January 2, 2026 (90 FR 60059, 
December 23, 2025). 

hearing. On January 15, 2026, counsel 
for the petitioners withdrew its request 
to appear at the hearing, filed a request 
that the Commission cancel the 
scheduled hearing for this proceeding 
and indicated a willingness to respond 
to any Commission questions in lieu of 
an actual hearing. Consequently, the 
public hearing in connection with this 
proceeding, scheduled to begin at 9:30 
a.m. on January 21, 2026, is cancelled. 
Parties to this proceeding should 
respond to any written questions posed 
by the Commission in their posthearing 
briefs, which are due to be filed on 
January 28, 2026. 

For further information concerning 
this proceeding, see the Commission’s 
notice cited above and the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, part 201, subparts A and B 
(19 CFR part 201), and part 207, 
subparts A and C (19 CFR part 207). 

Authority: This proceeding is being 
conducted under authority of title VII of 
the Tariff Act of 1930; this notice is 
published pursuant to § 207.21 of the 
Commission’s rules. 

By order of the Commission. 
Issued: January 16, 2025. 

Lisa Barton, 
Secretary to the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01116 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7020–02–P 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
COMMISSION 

[Investigation Nos. 701–TA–778 and 731– 
TA–1764 (Preliminary)] 

Fresh Mushrooms From Canada 

Determinations 

On the basis of the record 1 developed 
in the subject investigations, the United 
States International Trade Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) determines, pursuant 
to the Tariff Act of 1930 (‘‘the Act’’), 
that there is a reasonable indication that 
an industry in the United States is 
materially injured by reason of imports 
of fresh mushrooms from Canada, 
provided for in subheading 0709.51.01 
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of 
the United States, that are alleged to be 
sold in the United States at less than fair 
value (‘‘LTFV’’) and imports of the 
subject merchandise from Canada that 
are alleged to be subsidized by the 
government of Canada.2 

Commencement of Final Phase 
Investigations 

Pursuant to section 207.18 of the 
Commission’s rules, the Commission 
also gives notice of the commencement 
of the final phase of its investigations. 
The Commission will issue a final phase 
notice of scheduling, which will be 
published in the Federal Register as 
provided in § 207.21 of the 
Commission’s rules, upon notice from 
the U.S. Department of Commerce 
(‘‘Commerce’’) of affirmative 
preliminary determinations in the 
investigations under §§ 703(b) or 733(b) 
of the Act, or, if the preliminary 
determinations are negative, upon 
notice of affirmative final 
determinations in those investigations 
under §§ 705(a) or 735(a) of the Act. 
Parties that filed entries of appearance 
in the preliminary phase of the 
investigations need not enter a separate 
appearance for the final phase of the 
investigations. Any other party may file 
an entry of appearance for the final 
phase of the investigations after 
publication of the final phase notice of 
scheduling. Industrial users, and, if the 
merchandise under investigation is sold 
at the retail level, representative 
consumer organizations have the right 
to appear as parties in Commission 
antidumping and countervailing duty 
investigations. The Secretary will 
prepare a public service list containing 
the names and addresses of all persons, 
or their representatives, who are parties 
to the investigations. As provided in 
section 207.20 of the Commission’s 
rules, the Director of the Office of 
Investigations will circulate draft 
questionnaires for the final phase of the 
investigations to parties to the 
investigations, placing copies on the 
Commission’s Electronic Document 
Information System (EDIS, https://
edis.usitc.gov), for comment. 

Background 
On September 16, 2025, the Fresh 

Mushrooms Fair Trade Coalition and its 
individual members 3 filed petitions 
with the Commission and Commerce, 
alleging that an industry in the United 
States is materially injured or 
threatened with material injury by 
reason of subsidized imports of fresh 
mushrooms from Canada and LTFV 
imports of fresh mushrooms from 
Canada. Accordingly, effective 
September 16, 2025, the Commission 

instituted countervailing duty 
investigation No. 701–TA–778 and 
antidumping duty investigation No. 
731–TA–1764 (Preliminary). 

Notice of the institution of the 
Commission’s investigations and of a 
public conference to be held in 
connection therewith was given by 
posting copies of the notice in the Office 
of the Secretary, U.S. International 
Trade Commission, Washington, DC, 
and by publishing the notice in the 
Federal Register of September 19, 2025 
(90 FR 45245).4 The Commission 
conducted its conference on November 
21, 2025. All persons who requested the 
opportunity were permitted to 
participate. 

The Commission made these 
determinations pursuant to §§ 703(a) 
and 733(a) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 
1671b(a) and 1673b(a)). It completed 
and filed its determinations in these 
investigations on January 16, 2026. The 
views of the Commission are contained 
in USITC Publication 5695 (January 
2026), entitled Fresh Mushrooms from 
Canada: Investigation Nos. 701–TA–778 
and 731–TA–1764 (Preliminary). 

By order of the Commission. 
Issued: January 16, 2025. 

Lisa Barton, 
Secretary to the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01157 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7020–02–P 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Drug Enforcement Administration 

[Docket No. DEA–1646] 

Importer of Controlled Substances 
Application: Siegfried USA, LLC 

AGENCY: Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Justice. 
ACTION: Notice of application. 

SUMMARY: Siegfried USA, LLC has 
applied to be registered as an importer 
of basic class(es) of controlled 
substances(s). Refer to SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION listed below for further 
drug information. 
DATES: Registered bulk manufacturers of 
the affected basic class(es) and 
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applicants, therefore, may submit 
electronic comments on or objections to 
the issuance of the proposed registration 
on or before February 23, 2026. Such 
persons may also file a written request 
for a hearing on the application on or 
before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: The Drug Enforcement 
Administration requires that all 
comments be submitted electronically 
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal, 
which provides the ability to type short 
comments directly into the comment 
field on the web page or attach a file for 
lengthier comments. Please go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and follow 
the online instructions at that site for 
submitting comments. Upon submission 
of your comment, you will receive a 
Comment Tracking Number. Please be 
aware that submitted comments are not 
instantaneously available for public 
view on https://www.regulations.gov. If 
you have received a Comment Tracking 
Number, your comment has been 
successfully submitted and there is no 
need to resubmit the same comment. All 
requests for a hearing must be sent to (1) 
Drug Enforcement Administration, Attn: 
Hearing Clerk/OALJ, 8701 Morrissette 
Drive, Springfield, Virginia 22152, and 
(2) Drug Enforcement Administration, 
Attn: DEA Federal Register 
Representative/DPW, 8701 Morrissette 
Drive, Springfield, Virginia 22152. All 
requests for a hearing should also be 
sent to: Drug Enforcement 
Administration, Attn: Administrator, 
8701 Morrissette Drive, Springfield, 
Virginia 22152. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with 21 CFR 1301.34(a), this 
is notice that on November 27, 2025, 
Siegfried USA, LLC 33 Industrial Park 
Road, Pennsville, New Jersey 08070, 
applied to be registered as an importer 
of the following basic class(es) of 
controlled substance(s). 

Controlled substance Drug 
code Schedule 

Phenylacetone ............. 8501 II 
Opium, raw .................. 9600 II 
Poppy Straw Con-

centrate.
9670 II 

The company plans to import the 
listed controlled substances to 
manufacture other controlled substances 
as bulk active pharmaceuticals 
ingredients for distribution to its 
customers. No other activities for these 
drug codes are authorized for this 
registration. 

Approval of permit applications will 
occur only when the registrant’s 
business activity is consistent with what 
is authorized under 21 U.S.C. 952(a)(2). 

Authorization will not extend to the 
import of Food and Drug 
Administration-approved or non- 
approved finished dosage forms for 
commercial sale. 

Thomas Prevoznik, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01194 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission for OMB 
Review; Comment Request; Ventilation 
Plan and Main Fan Maintenance 
Record 

ACTION: Notice of availability; request 
for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Labor 
(DOL) is submitting this Mine Safety & 
Health Administration (MSHA)- 
sponsored information collection 
request (ICR) to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and approval in accordance with 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA). Public comments on the ICR are 
invited. 
DATES: The OMB will consider all 
written comments that the agency 
receives on or before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain. Find this particular 
information collection by selecting 
‘‘Currently under 30-day Review—Open 
for Public Comments’’ or by using the 
search function. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nicole Bouchet by telephone at 202– 
693–0213, or by email at DOL_PRA_
PUBLIC@dol.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
collection requires mine operators to 
install and maintain a properly 
operating ventilating system and to 
maintain fans according to either the 
manufacturers recommendations or a 
written periodic schedule developed by 
the mine operator. For additional 
substantive information about this ICR, 
see the related notice published in the 
Federal Register on September 25, 2025 
(90 FR 46264). 

Comments are invited on: (1) whether 
the collection of information is 
necessary for the proper performance of 
the functions of the Department, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; (2) the accuracy of 
the agency’s estimates of the burden and 

cost of the collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (3) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information collection; and 
(4) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including the use of 
automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

This information collection is subject 
to the PRA. A Federal agency generally 
cannot conduct or sponsor a collection 
of information, and the public is 
generally not required to respond to an 
information collection, unless the OMB 
approves it and displays a currently 
valid OMB Control Number. In addition, 
notwithstanding any other provisions of 
law, no person shall generally be subject 
to penalty for failing to comply with a 
collection of information that does not 
display a valid OMB Control Number. 
See 5 CFR 1320.5(a) and 1320.6. 

DOL seeks PRA authorization for this 
information collection for three (3) 
years. OMB authorization for an ICR 
cannot be for more than three (3) years 
without renewal. The DOL notes that 
information collection requirements 
submitted to the OMB for existing ICRs 
receive a month-to-month extension 
while they undergo review. 

Agency: DOL–MSHA. 
Title of Collection: Ventilation Plan 

and Main Fan Maintenance Record. 
OMB Control Number: 1219–0016. 
Affected Public: Private Sector— 

Businesses or other for-profits. 
Total Estimated Number of 

Respondents: 186. 
Total Estimated Number of 

Responses: 195. 
Total Estimated Annual Time Burden: 

4,496 hours. 
Total Estimated Annual Other Costs 

Burden: $0. 
(Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3507(a)(1)(D).) 

Nicole Bouchet, 
Senior Paperwork Reduction Act Analyst. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01113 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4510–43–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket Nos. 50–280, 50–281, 50–338, and 
50–339; NRC–2026–0331] 

Virginia Electric and Power Company; 
North Anna Power Station, Units 1 and 
2; Surry Power Station, Units 1 and 2; 
Withdrawal by Applicant 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice. 
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SUMMARY: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is announcing the 
withdrawal of a license amendment 
application from Virginia Electric Power 
Company (the licensee), dated May 16, 
2025, for a proposed amendment to 
North Anna Power Station, Units 1 and 
2, and Surry Power Station, Units 1 and 
2, License Nos. NPF–4 and NPF–7, and 
DPR–32 and DPR–37. The proposed 
amendment would have updated the 
Main Steam Line Break Alternate 
Source Term dose consequence analysis 
for both sites. 
DATES: This document was published in 
the Federal Register on January 22, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: Please refer to Docket ID 
NRC–2026–0331 when contacting the 
NRC about the availability of 
information regarding this document. 
You may obtain publicly available 
information related to this document 
using any of the following methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Website: Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and search 
for Docket ID NRC–2026–0331. Address 
questions about Docket IDs in 
Regulations.gov to Bridget Curran; 
telephone: 301–415–1003; email: 
Bridget.Curran@nrc.gov. For technical 
questions, contact the individual listed 
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section of this document. 

• NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System 
(ADAMS): You may obtain publicly 
available documents online in the 
ADAMS Public Documents collection at 
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/ 
adams.html. To begin the search, select 
‘‘Begin ADAMS Public Search.’’ For 
problems with ADAMS, please contact 
the NRC’s Public Document Room (PDR) 
reference staff at 1–800–397–4209, at 
301–415–4737, or by email to 
PDR.Resource@nrc.gov. The ADAMS 
accession number for each document 
referenced (if it is available in ADAMS) 
is provided the first time that it is 
mentioned in this document. 

• NRC’s PDR: The PDR, where you 
may examine and order copies of 
publicly available documents, is open 
by appointment. To make an 
appointment to visit the PDR, please 
send an email to PDR.Resource@nrc.gov 
or call 1–800–397–4209 or 301–415– 
4737, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. eastern 
time (ET), Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Klos, Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001; telephone: 301–415–5136; email: 
John.Klos@nrc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Discussion 
On May 16, 2025, the licensee 

submitted a request to amend licenses 
NPF–4 and NPF–7, and DPR–32 and 
DPR–37 for the North Anna Power 
Station, Units 1 and 2, and the Surry 
Power Station, Units 1 and 2 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML25136A297). Notice of 
this request was published in the 
Federal Register on August 6, 2025 (90 
FR 37891). The requested license 
amendment proposed to update the 
Main Steam Line Break Alternate 
Source Term dose consequence analysis 
for both sites. By letter dated October 2, 
2025, the licensee withdrew its 
application and stated it is no longer 
seeking review and approval of its May 
16, 2025, request (ADAMS Accession 
No. ML25276A031). 

Dated: January 20, 2026. 
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Lee Klos, 
Project Manager, Plant Licensing Branch II– 
1, Division of Operating Reactor Licensing, 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01151 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[NRC–2026–0265] 

SMR, LLC; Pioneer Units 1 and 2; 
Phased Construction Permit 
Application—Limited Work 
Authorization 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice; receipt. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) has received the first 
part of a phased construction permit 
application, including a limited work 
authorization (LWA) request, from SMR, 
LLC (SMR), a Holtec International 
Company, for a dual-unit SMR–300 
plant located at the Palisades Energy 
Center (PEC) in Covert, Michigan. The 
units are individually named Pioneer 
Unit 1 and Pioneer Unit 2. 
DATES: January 22, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Please refer to Docket ID 
NRC–2026–0265 when contacting the 
NRC about the availability of 
information regarding this document. 
You may obtain publicly available 
information related to this document 
using any of the following methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Website: Go to 
https://www.regulations.gov and search 
for Docket ID NRC–2026–0265. Address 
questions about Docket IDs in 
Regulations.gov to Bridget Curran; 
telephone: 301–415–1003; email: 

Bridget.Curran@nrc.gov. For technical 
questions, contact the individual(s) 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section of this document. 

• NRC’s Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System 
(ADAMS): You may obtain publicly 
available documents online in the 
ADAMS Public Documents collection at 
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/ 
adams.html. To begin the search, select 
‘‘Begin ADAMS Public Search.’’ For 
problems with ADAMS, please contact 
the NRC’s Public Document Room (PDR) 
reference staff at 1–800–397–4209, at 
301–415–4737, or by email to 
PDR.Resource@nrc.gov. The Pioneer 
Units 1 and 2 LWA application is 
available in ADAMS under Package 
Accession No. ML25365A983. 

• NRC’s PDR: The PDR, where you 
may examine and order copies of 
publicly available documents, is open 
by appointment. To make an 
appointment to visit the PDR, please 
send an email to PDR.Resource@nrc.gov 
or call 1–800–397–4209 or 301–415– 
4737, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. eastern 
time (ET), Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Victoria Huckabay, Office of Nuclear 
Reactor Regulation, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, 
DC 20555–0001; telephone: 301–415– 
5183; email: Victoria.Huckabay@
nrc.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Discussion 
On December 31, 2025, SMR, on 

behalf of Palisades SMR, LLC, filed with 
the NRC, the first part (Part 1) of a 
phased construction permit application 
for a utilization facility pursuant to 
Section 103 of the Atomic Energy Act 
and part 50 of title 10 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations (10 CFR), 
‘‘Domestic Licensing of Production and 
Utilization Facilities.’’ Part 1 of the 
application includes a LWA request 
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.10(d), ‘‘Request 
for limited work authorization;’’ three 
exemption requests; and a 
comprehensive environmental report 
(ER). SMR’s LWA application requests 
NRC approval to conduct certain early 
construction activities of a dual-unit 
SMR–300 plant at the PEC in Covert, 
Michigan. The comprehensive ER 
addresses the environmental impacts 
associated with LWA activities 
(including the requested exemptions), 
the remainder of construction to 
complete the plant, and plant 
operations. The applicant submitted 
Part 1 of its application as part of a 
phased application approach for a 
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construction permit for a utilization 
facility, as described in 10 CFR 
2.101(a)(9) and 10 CFR 2.600(d). The 
units are individually named Pioneer 
Unit 1 and Pioneer Unit 2. SMR plans 
to submit part two of the phased 
construction permit application no later 
than 18 months after this Part 1 
submittal. 

II. Further Information 
If the NRC staff finds Part 1 of the 

phased construction permit application 
acceptable for docketing, the staff will 
begin a detailed technical review of this 
portion of the application. Subsequent 
Federal Register notices will address 
the acceptability of the tendered 
application for docketing and 
opportunities for participation of the 
public during the course of the staff’s 
review. 

A copy of the application is available 
for public inspection at https://
www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors/ 
advanced/who-were-working-with/pre- 
application-activities/holtec/smr300. 

Dated: January 16, 2026. 
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Michelle Hayes, 
Chief, Licensing and Regulatory Infrastructure 
Branch, Division of New and Renewed 
Licenses, Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01143 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL 

Agency Information Collection; 
Request for Public Comment 

AGENCY: U.S. Office of Special Counsel 
(OSC). 
ACTION: Notice of request for public 
comment and submission for OMB 
review of proposed collection of 
information. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel (OSC) has submitted a request 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and approval of an 
extension of a currently approved 
information collection used to file 
complaints and disclosures with OSC 
(Form OSC–14/dynamic electronic 
form). In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, OSC 
is providing the public with an 
additional opportunity to comment on 
this proposed information collection 
prior to OMB approval. 

OMB first approved OSC’s dynamic 
electronic filing form on September 18, 
2017. OSC revised the previously 
approved form in July 2019 to reflect 
interim statutory changes and obtained 

emergency OMB/OIRA processing for 
that collection. A final rule authorizing 
use of Form OSC–14 took effect on 
August 26, 2019, and OMB approval on 
February 3, 2020, authorized use of the 
revised form through March 2023. The 
collection was subsequently re- 
approved through February 28, 2026. 
OSC now seeks to extend approval of 
this collection through 2029. No 
substantive changes to the form or 
collection methodology are proposed 
with this extension. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments 
to: Rhoan Jones, U.S. Office of Special 
Counsel, at (202) 804–7000 or via email 
at frliaison@osc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title of Collection: Filing of 
Complaints and Disclosures with OSC. 

OMB Control Number: 3255–0005. 
Type of Review: Reinstatement 

without change of a previously 
approved collection. 

Respondents: Individuals (or their 
representatives) who have sought 
assistance from OSC. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
6,000 annually. (Note: While some 
individuals may submit more than one 
filing in a year, OSC estimates total 
annual responses at approximately 
6,000.) 

Estimated Time per Response: 90 
minutes (1.5 hours). 

Total Estimated Annual Burden: 
9,000 hours. 

Obligation to Respond: Voluntary. 
Estimated Total Annual Respondent 

Cost and Non-Hour Costs: $0 (electronic 
submission; no capital, start-up, 
operation, or maintenance costs to 
respondents). 

Abstract/Needs and Uses: The 
collection enables individuals to submit 
disclosures of wrongdoing (5 U.S.C. 
1213) and PPP complaints (5 U.S.C. 
1214) through a secure, dynamic 
electronic form consistent with the 
Government Paperwork Elimination 
Act. The electronic format improves 
data quality, supports complete records, 
reduces resubmissions, and facilitates 
efficient and fair processing. This 
request seeks an extension of the current 
approval through 2029 with no 
substantive changes. 

Request for Comments: Pursuant to 44 
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A) and 5 CFR 
1320.8(d), OSC specifically solicits 
comments on: 

1. Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of OSC’s functions, 
including whether the information will 
have practical utility; 

2. The accuracy of OSC’s estimate of 
the burden of the proposed collection, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

3. Ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and 

4. Ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

All comments received will be posted 
without change, to the extent a docket 
is used, and will be included in the 
public record. 

Dated: January 20, 2026. 
Barbara Jones, 
Chief, Case Review Division, U.S. Office of 
Special Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01142 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

[Docket Nos. K2024–47; MC2026–151 and 
K2026–151] 

New Postal Products 

AGENCY: Postal Regulatory Commission. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Commission is noticing a 
recent Postal Service filing for the 
Commission’s consideration concerning 
a negotiated service agreement. This 
notice informs the public of the filing, 
invites public comment, and takes other 
administrative steps. 
DATES: Comments are due: January 27, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit comments 
electronically via the Commission’s 
Filing Online system at https://
www.prc.gov. Those who cannot submit 
comments electronically should contact 
the person identified in the FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT section by 
telephone for advice on filing 
alternatives. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David A. Trissell, General Counsel, at 
202–789–6820. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Table of Contents 

I. Introduction 
II. Public Proceeding(s) 
III. Summary Proceeding(s) 

I. Introduction 

Pursuant to 39 CFR 3041.405, the 
Commission gives notice that the Postal 
Service filed request(s) for the 
Commission to consider matters related 
to Competitive negotiated service 
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1 See Docket No. RM2018–3, Order Adopting 
Final Rules Relating to Non-Public Information, 

June 27, 2018, Attachment A at 19–22 (Order No. 
4679). 

agreement(s). The request(s) may 
propose the addition of a negotiated 
service agreement from the Competitive 
product list or the modification of an 
existing product currently appearing on 
the Competitive product list. 

The public portions of the Postal 
Service’s request(s) can be accessed via 
the Commission’s website (http://
www.prc.gov). Non-public portions of 
the Postal Service’s request(s), if any, 
can be accessed through compliance 
with the requirements of 39 CFR 
3011.301.1 

Section II identifies the docket 
number(s) associated with each Postal 
Service request, if any, that will be 
reviewed in a public proceeding as 
defined by 39 CFR 3010.101(p), the title 
of each such request, the request’s 
acceptance date, and the authority cited 
by the Postal Service for each request. 
For each such request, the Commission 
appoints an officer of the Commission to 
represent the interests of the general 
public in the proceeding, pursuant to 39 
U.S.C. 505 and 39 CFR 3000.114 (Public 
Representative). The Public 
Representative does not represent any 
individual person, entity or particular 
point of view, and, when Commission 
attorneys are appointed, no attorney- 
client relationship is established. 
Section II also establishes comment 
deadline(s) pertaining to each such 
request. 

The Commission invites comments on 
whether the Postal Service’s request(s) 
identified in Section II, if any, are 
consistent with the policies of title 39. 
Applicable statutory and regulatory 
requirements include 39 U.S.C. 3632, 39 
U.S.C. 3633, 39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR 
part 3035, and 39 CFR part 3041. 
Comment deadline(s) for each such 
request, if any, appear in Section II. 

Section III identifies the docket 
number(s) associated with each Postal 
Service request, if any, to add a 
standardized distinct product to the 
Competitive product list or to amend a 
standardized distinct product, the title 
of each such request, the request’s 
acceptance date, and the authority cited 
by the Postal Service for each request. 
Standardized distinct products are 
negotiated service agreements that are 
variations of one or more Competitive 
products, and for which financial 
models, minimum rates, and 
classification criteria have undergone 
advance Commission review. See 39 
CFR 3041.110(n); 39 CFR 3041.205(a). 
Such requests are reviewed in summary 
proceedings pursuant to 39 CFR 
3041.325(c)(2) and 39 CFR 
3041.505(f)(1). Pursuant to 39 CFR 
3041.405(c)–(d), the Commission does 
not appoint a Public Representative or 
request public comment in proceedings 
to review such requests. 

II. Public Proceeding(s) 

1. Docket No(s).: K2024–47; Filing 
Title: USPS Request Concerning 
Amendment Three to Priority Mail & 
USPS Ground Advantage Contract 364, 
with Material Filed Under Seal; Filing 
Acceptance Date: January 16, 2026; 
Filing Authority: 39 CFR 3035.105, and 
39 CFR 3041.505; Public Representative: 
Elsie Lee-Robbins; Comments Due: 
January 27, 2026. 

2. Docket No(s).: MC2026–151 and 
K2026–151; Filing Title: USPS Request 
to Add Priority Mail Express, Priority 
Mail & USPS Ground Advantage 
Contract 1479 to the Competitive 
Product List and Notice of Filing 
Materials Under Seal; Filing Acceptance 
Date: January 16, 2026; Filing Authority: 
39 U.S.C. 3642, 39 CFR 3035.105, and 

39 CFR 3041.310; Public Representative: 
Evan Wise; Comments Due: January 27, 
2026. 

III. Summary Proceeding(s) 

None. See Section II for public 
proceedings. 

This Notice will be published in the 
Federal Register. 

Danielle LeFlore, 
Alternate Federal Register Liaison. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01174 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7710–FW–P 

POSTAL SERVICE 

Product Change—Priority Mail 
Express, Priority Mail, and USPS 
Ground Advantage Negotiated Service 
Agreements 

AGENCY: Postal Service. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Postal Service gives 
notice of filing a request with the Postal 
Regulatory Commission to add a 
domestic shipping services contract to 
the list of Negotiated Service 
Agreements in the Mail Classification 
Schedule’s Competitive Products List. 

DATES: Date of required notice: January 
22, 2026. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Sean C. Robinson, 202–268–8405. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
United States Postal Service hereby 
gives notice that, pursuant to 39 U.S.C. 
3642 and 3632(b)(3), it filed with the 
Postal Regulatory Commission the 
following requests: 

Date filed with Postal Regulatory Commission Negotiated service agreement product category 
and No. MC docket No. K docket No. 

01/12/26 ........................................................................ PME–PM–GA 1476 ...................................................... MC2026–148 K2026–148 
01/12/26 ........................................................................ PME–PM–GA 1477 ...................................................... MC2026–149 K2026–149 
01/15/26 ........................................................................ PME–PM–GA 1478 ...................................................... MC2026–150 K2026–150 
01/16/26 ........................................................................ PME–PM–GA 1479 ...................................................... MC2026–151 K2026–151 

Documents are available at 
www.prc.gov. 

Sean C. Robinson, 
Attorney, Corporate and Postal Business Law. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01114 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 7710–12–P 
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1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
2 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 
3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 103048 

(May 15, 2025), 90 FR 21805. 
4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 

103343, 90 FR 29098 (July 2, 2025). The 
Commission designated August 19, 2025, as the 
date by which the Commission shall approve, 
disapprove, or institute proceedings to determine 
whether to disapprove the proposed rule change. 
See id. 

5 Amendment No. 1 is publicly available on the 
Commission’s website at: https://www.sec.gov/ 
comments/sr-ise-2025-15/srise202515-619387- 
1817874.pdf. 

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 103434 
(July 10, 2025), 90 FR 31716 (‘‘Amendment No. 1’’). 

7 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 
103658, 90 FR 38832 (Aug. 12, 2025). Comments on 
the proposed rule change are available at: https:// 
www.sec.gov/comments/sr-ise-2025-15/ 
srise202515.htm. 

8 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 
104173, 90 FR 51424 (Nov. 17, 2025). The 
Commission designated January 16, 2026, as the 
date by which the Commission shall approve or 
disapprove the proposed rule change, as modified 
by Amendment No. 1. 

9 See Supplementary Material .03 to Options 4, 
Section 5. 

10 See id. As set forth in Table 1 of 
Supplementary Material .03 to Options 4, Section 
5, the Exchange currently permits expirations in 
SPDR S&P 500 ETF Trust (‘‘SPY’’), iShares Russell 
2000 ETF (‘‘IWM’’), and Invesco QQQ Trust 
(‘‘QQQ’’) on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 
FR at 31717, n.9. The Exchange also permits 
expirations in SPDR Gold Shares, iShares Silver 
Trust, and iShares 20+ Year Treasury Bond ETF on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, as well as expirations 
in United States Oil Fund, LP and United States 
Natural Gas Fund, LP on Wednesdays. See id. 

11 See Options 4, Section 3(h) (defining 
‘‘Exchange-Traded Fund Shares’’). 

12 The Exchange states that the closing price and 
the opening price shall be that of the primary 
exchange where the security is listed. See 
Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 31717, 
n.10. 

13 See Supplementary Material .01 to Options 3, 
Section 3. 

14 The Exchange has noted the additional expiries 
in a proposed Table 2 in Supplementary Material 
.03 to Options 4, Section 5, along with the 
Qualifying Securities Criteria. 

15 See proposed Supplementary Material .03 to 
Options 4, Section 5. The Exchange states that the 
number of individual stocks currently meeting all 
four criteria for a Qualifying Security is eight and, 
as of June 27, 2025, one Exchange-Traded Fund 
Share currently meets all four criteria for a 
Qualifying Security that does not already have 
Monday and Wednesday expirations. See 
Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 31729. 

16 See proposed Supplementary Material .03 to 
Options 4, Section 5. 

17 See id. 
18 See id. The Exchange states that OCC data 

becomes available for the end of a quarter on the 
first trading day of a new quarter. See Amendment 
No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 31718, n.11. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Release No. 34–104624; File No. SR–ISE– 
2025–15] 

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Nasdaq 
ISE, LLC; Order Approving a Proposed 
Rule Change, as Modified by 
Amendment No. 1, To Amend the Short 
Term Option Series Program To List 
Qualifying Securities 

January 16, 2026. 

I. Introduction 

On May 1, 2025, the Nasdaq ISE, LLC 
(‘‘ISE’’ or ‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’), pursuant to Section 
19(b)(1) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934 (‘‘Act’’) 1 and Rule 19b–4 
thereunder,2 a proposed rule change to 
amend the Exchange’s Short Term 
Option Series Program to permit the 
listing of up to two Monday and 
Wednesday expirations for options on 
certain individual stocks or Exchange- 
Traded Fund Shares (as defined below). 
The proposed rule change was 
published for comment in the Federal 
Register on May 21, 2025.3 On June 27, 
2025, the Commission designated a 
longer period within which to take 
action on the proposed rule change.4 On 
July 1, 2025, the Exchange filed 
Amendment No. 1 to the proposed rule 
change (‘‘Amendment No. 1’’), which 
replaced and superseded the original 
filing in its entirety.5 Amendment No. 1 
was published for comment in the 
Federal Register on July 15, 2025.6 On 
August 7, 2025, the Commission 
instituted proceedings to determine 
whether to approve or disapprove the 
proposed rule change, as modified by 
Amendment No. 1.7 The Commission 
designated a longer period within which 

to take action on the proposed rule 
change on November 3, 2025.8 

This order approves the proposed rule 
change, as modified by Amendment No. 
1. 

II. Description of the Proposal, as 
Modified by Amendment No. 1 

Currently, the Exchange may open for 
trading series of options on certain 
symbols that expire at the close of 
business on each of the next two 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays, respectively, that are 
business days beyond the current week 
and are not business days in which 
standard expiration series, Monthly 
Options Series or Quarterly Options 
Series expire (‘‘Short Term Option Daily 
Expirations’’).9 Table 1 in 
Supplementary Material .03 to Options 
4, Section 5 specifies each symbol that 
qualifies as a Short Term Option Daily 
Expiration as well as the permitted 
expiration days.10 

The Exchange proposes to expand the 
Short Term Option Series Program to 
permit the listing of up to two Monday 
and Wednesday expirations beyond the 
current week for options on certain 
individual stocks or Exchange-Traded 
Fund Shares 11 (collectively, 
‘‘Qualifying Securities’’). The Exchange 
proposes to define Qualifying Securities 
as eligible individual stocks or 
Exchange-Traded Fund Shares, which 
are separate and apart from the symbols 
listed in Table 1 in Supplementary 
Material .03 to Options 4, Section 5, that 
have received approval to list additional 
expiries on specific symbols, and that 
meet the following criteria on a 
quarterly basis: (1) an underlying 
security, as measured on the last day of 
the prior calendar quarter, must have: 
(A) a market capitalization of greater 
than 700 billion dollars for an 
individual stock based on the closing 

price 12, or (B) assets under management 
(‘‘AUM’’) greater than 50 billion dollars 
for an Exchange-Traded Fund Share 
based on net asset value (‘‘NAV’’); (2) 
monthly options volume, as measured 
by sides traded in the last month 
preceding the quarter end, of greater 
than 10 million options; (3) a position 
limit of at least 250,000 contracts; and 
(4) participation in the Penny Interval 
Program 13 (collectively, ‘‘Qualifying 
Securities Criteria’’).14 

Each calendar quarter, the Exchange 
would apply the Qualifying Securities 
Criteria to individual stocks and 
Exchange-Traded Fund Shares to 
determine eligibility for the following 
quarter as a Qualifying Security.15 
Beginning on the second trading day in 
the first month of each calendar quarter, 
the market capitalization of individual 
stocks shall be calculated based on the 
closing price established on the primary 
exchange on the last trading day of the 
prior calendar quarter and the AUM for 
Exchange-Traded Fund Shares shall be 
calculated based on the NAV 
established on the primary exchange on 
the last trading day of the prior calendar 
quarter.16 The data establishing the 
volume thresholds would be established 
by using data from the last month of the 
prior calendar quarter from The Options 
Clearing Corporation (‘‘OCC’’).17 For 
options listed on the first trading day of 
a given calendar quarter, the volume 
would be calculated using the last 
month of the quarter prior to that 
calendar quarter.18 The Exchange would 
make the list of Qualifying Securities 
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19 See id. at 31718. The Exchange states that it 
would make this information freely accessible to 
the public on ISE’s website. See id. at 31718, n.12. 

20 See proposed Supplementary Material .03 to 
Options 4, Section 5. The Exchange states that pre- 
announcements or ‘‘guidance’’ shall not be 
considered an Earnings Announcement. See 
Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 31718, 
n.14. 

21 See id. at 31718. 
22 In the Monthly Options Series, the Exchange 

may list and trade options series that expire at the 
close of business on the last business day of a 
calendar month. See Supplementary Material .09 to 
Options 4, Section 5. 

23 In the Quarterly Options Series, the Exchange 
may list and trade options series that expire at the 
close of business on the last business day of a 
calendar quarter. See Supplementary Material .04 to 
Options 4, Section 5. 

24 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 
31718. 

25 See id. Today, Monday expirations in SPY, 
QQQ, and IWM similarly skip the weekly listing in 
the event the weekly listing expires on the same day 
in the same class as a standard expiration options 
series, Monthly Options Series, or Quarterly 
Options Series. See id. 

26 See id. 
27 See id. Today, Wednesday expirations in SPY, 

QQQ, and IWM similarly skip the weekly listing in 
the event the weekly listing expires on the same day 
in the same class as a standard expiration options 
series, Monthly Options Series, or Quarterly 
Options Series. See id. 

28 See id. 
29 See id. Specifically, the Monday and 

Wednesday Qualifying Securities Expirations 
would have a strike interval of (i) $0.50 or greater 
for strike prices below $100, and $1 or greater for 
strike prices between $100 and $150 for all option 
classes that participate in the Short Term Option 
Series Program, (ii) $0.50 for option classes that 
trade in one dollar increments and are in the Short 
Term Option Series Program, or (iii) $2.50 or greater 
for strike prices above $150. See Supplementary 
Material .03(e) to Options 4, Section 5. 

30 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 
31718. 

31 In approving this proposed rule change, the 
Commission has considered the proposed rule’s 
impact on efficiency, competition, and capital 
formation. See 15 U.S.C. 78c(f). 

32 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5). 
33 See Letters from Nathaniel Pomeroy, Principal, 

Wolverine Execution Services, LLC, dated June 17, 
2025 (‘‘WEX Letter’’); Joseph Corcoran, Managing 
Director and Associate General Counsel, and Gerald 
O’Hara, Vice President and Assistant General 
Counsel, Securities Industry and Financial Markets 
Association, dated August 5, 2025 (‘‘SIFMA 
Letter’’). 

34 See SIFMA Letter at 1, 2, 7. 
35 See WEX Letter at 3; SIFMA Letter at 3–4. 

available by close of business on the 
first trading day of the quarter.19 

For Qualifying Securities, the 
Exchange would be permitted to list two 
Short Term Option Daily Expiration 
Dates beyond the current week for each 
Monday and Wednesday expiration at 
one time. The Exchange would not list 
an expiry on a day when there will be 
an earnings announcement that takes 
place after market close. Earnings 
announcements would include official 
public quarterly or yearly earnings filed 
with the Commission (‘‘Earnings 
Announcement’’).20 The Exchange 
states that Qualifying Securities that do 
not continue to meet the above criteria 
would no longer be permitted to be 
listed as Monday and Wednesday 
expirations beginning on the second day 
of the following quarter.21 

The Exchange states that the proposed 
Monday Qualifying Securities 
expirations would be similar to the 
current Monday expirations in SPY, 
QQQ, and IWM (among other symbols 
that may list a Monday expiration) in 
Short Term Option Daily Expirations set 
forth in Supplementary Material .03 to 
Options 4, Section 5, such that the 
Exchange may open for trading on any 
Friday or Monday that is a business day 
(beyond the current week) series of 
options on Qualifying Securities to 
expire on any Monday of the month that 
is a business day and is not a Monday 
in which standard expiration options 
series, Monthly Options Series,22 or 
Quarterly Options Series 23 expire, 
provided that Monday expirations that 
are listed on a Friday must be listed at 
least one business week and one 
business day prior to the expiration 
(‘‘Monday Qualifying Securities 
Expirations’’).24 In the event Qualifying 
Securities expire on a Monday and that 
Monday is the same day that a standard 
expiration options series, Monthly 
Options Series, or Quarterly Options 

Series expires, the Exchange would skip 
that week’s listing and instead list the 
following week; therefore, the two 
weeks would not be consecutive.25 

Additionally, the proposed 
Wednesday Qualifying Securities 
expirations would be similar to the 
current Wednesday expirations in SPY, 
QQQ, and IWM (among other symbols 
that may list a Wednesday Expiration) 
in Short Term Option Daily Expirations 
set forth in Supplementary Material .03 
to Options 4, Section 5, such that the 
Exchange may open for trading on any 
Tuesday or Wednesday that is a 
business day (beyond the current week) 
series of options on Qualifying 
Securities to expire on any Wednesday 
of the month that is a business day and 
is not a Wednesday in which standard 
expiration options series, Monthly 
Options Series, or Quarterly Options 
Series expire (‘‘Wednesday Qualifying 
Securities Expirations’’).26 In the event 
Qualifying Securities expire on a 
Wednesday and that Wednesday is the 
same day that a standard expiration 
options series, Monthly Options Series, 
or Quarterly Options Series expires, the 
Exchange would skip that week’s listing 
and instead list the following week; 
therefore, the two weeks would not be 
consecutive.27 

Monday and Wednesday Qualifying 
Securities Expirations would be treated 
similar to existing SPY, QQQ, and IWM 
Monday and Wednesday expirations.28 
The interval between strike prices for 
the proposed Monday and Wednesday 
Qualifying Securities Expirations would 
be the same as those currently 
applicable to the Short Term Option 
Series Program.29 As is the case with 
other equity options series listed 
pursuant to the Short Term Option 
Series Program, the proposed Monday 
and Wednesday Qualifying Securities 

Expirations series would be p.m.- 
settled.30 

III. Discussion and Commission 
Findings 

The Commission finds that the 
Exchange’s proposal, as modified by 
Amendment No. 1, is consistent with 
the requirements of the Act and the 
rules and regulations thereunder 
applicable to a national securities 
exchange.31 In particular, the 
Commission finds that the proposed 
rule change, as modified by Amendment 
No. 1, is consistent with Section 6(b)(5) 
of the Act.32 Section 6(b)(5) of the Act 
requires that the rules of a national 
securities exchange be designed, among 
other things, to prevent fraudulent and 
manipulative acts and practices, to 
promote just and equitable principles of 
trade, to remove impediments to and 
perfect the mechanism of a free and 
open market and a national market 
system and, in general, to protect 
investors and the public interest, and 
not be designed to permit unfair 
discrimination between customers, 
issuers, brokers, or dealers. 

The Commission received comment 
letters addressing the proposed rule 
change’s consistency with the Act, 
specifically focusing on the impact of 
the proposed additional expirations in 
Qualifying Securities on certain market 
participants as well as the options 
market generally.33 One of these 
commenters also expressed qualified 
support for the proposal.34 The 
Commission addresses the issues raised 
by commenters below. 

A. Investor Protection Considerations 

Commenters raised concerns about 
the risk of harm to customers due to 
post-close price movements on the day 
of expiration.35 One commenter stated 
that ‘‘[a]dditional expirations have the 
potential to both confuse and harm 
retail investors’’ such as through 
‘‘assignment risk based on post-close 
price changes for customers who may 
believe that their option positions 
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36 WEX Letter at 3. 
37 The Exchange explains that ‘‘[a] strike break is 

the existence of a strike between the closing price 
and the opening price on the following day when 
there has been a penetration of a strike post-close.’’ 
Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 31722, 
n.31. 

38 The Sample Qualifying Securities would meet 
the proposed criteria to be a Qualifying Security 
based on January 2025 data. See id. at 31720. The 
Sample Qualifying Securities are NVIDIA Corp. 
(‘‘NVDA’’), Tesla Inc. (‘‘TSLA’’), Apple Inc., 
Amazon.com Inc., Broadcom Inc., Alphabet Inc., 
Microsoft Corp, Financial Select Sector SPDR Fund, 
and Meta Platforms Inc. See id. 

39 See id. at 31724. 
40 The Exchange states that this was a day on 

which there was a significant drop in the price of 
SPY after the close. See id. at 31725. 

41 See id. at 31725–27. 
42 See id. at 31726. 
43 See id. 
44 See id. at 31727. 
45 See id. 

46 See id. 
47 Id. 
48 See supra notes 40–47 and accompanying text. 
49 SIFMA Letter at 4. 
50 Id. 
51 See Letter from Angela Dunn, Principal 

Associate General Counsel, Nasdaq ISE, LLC, dated 
September 22, 2025 (‘‘Exchange Response Letter 
II’’), at 1. 

52 See id. at 1–2. The Exchange stated that 
‘‘[s]uitability rules are intended to distinguish the 
trading of customers with those of professional 
traders who are likely to have distinct risk/reward 
profiles, risk tolerance and capital.’’ Id. at 2, n.4. 

53 See id. at 1–2. 
54 Id. at 1. 

55 Id. at 2. 
56 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 

31727. 
57 See Letter from Angela Dunn, Principal 

Associate General Counsel, Nasdaq, ISE, LLC, dated 
July 9, 2025 (‘‘Exchange Response Letter I’’), at 3, 
n.12 (citing to Table 11 in Amendment No. 1). 

58 See ISE Options 10, Section 6(b). 
59 See id. 

closed out-of-the-money as of the 4 p.m. 
(ET) regular market closure.’’ 36 

In order to analyze the impact of its 
proposal, including potential risks 
associated with post-close price 
movements, the Exchange estimated the 
impact of the proposal on strike 
breaks 37 occurring on non-Earnings 
Announcement Mondays and non- 
Earnings Announcement Wednesdays 
from 2022 through 2025, utilizing a 
sample of Qualifying Securities 
(‘‘Sample Qualifying Securities’’) 38 as a 
proxy. The Exchange states that, in 
2024, the proposal would have resulted 
in 66 additional strike breaks with the 
addition of these expirations (22 strike 
breaks in 2024 on Monday expiries after 
regular trading hours, and 44 strike 
breaks in 2024 on Wednesday expiries 
after regular trading hours).39 

In addition, using SPY data from 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025,40 the 
Exchange conducted an analysis of a 
customer’s propensity to rationally 
exercise or abandon outstanding options 
contracts by the tender of an exercise 
notice.41 The Exchange states that over 
90% of open call contracts were 
liquidated by customers prior to the 
close, and a substantial portion of the 
remaining open call contracts were 
rationally abandoned.42 In particular, 
customers with calls in SPY on April 2, 
2025 had a high liquidation ratio and 
fewer than 1% of call contracts were 
unliquidated and unabandoned.43 With 
regard to put data for SPY on April 2, 
2025, the Exchange states that out-of- 
the-money options were either 
liquidated or exercised and only a small 
percentage of options went 
unexercised.44 According to the 
Exchange, very few puts remained 
unexercised at the higher strikes.45 The 
Exchange states that the risk exposure to 
an event similar to April 2, 2025 for the 

proposed Wednesday expirations would 
be substantially similar to the current 
risk that a put writer is exposed to with 
Friday expirations.46 The Exchange 
concluded that since the rational 
abandonment and out-of-the-money 
exercise rates were so high, ‘‘it is clear 
that customers are largely aware of the 
exposure between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. ET 
and therefore, the risk from the 
unliquidated position is undertaken 
knowingly.’’ 47 

A commenter, in response to the 
Exchange’s analysis of customer 
propensity to rationally exercise or 
abandon options contracts by the tender 
of an exercise notice (using SPY options 
on April 2, 2025),48 stated that the 
‘‘impacts of post-close price changes on 
a single expiration date across several 
individual securities that meet the 
requirements to be listed as Qualifying 
Securities . . . could result in losses, 
even if the number of unabandoned and 
unliquidated contracts is not a 
significant percentage of the total 
number of contracts traded on that 
day.’’ 49 This commenter further stated 
that ‘‘there were still measurable 
impacts on investors, broker-dealers, 
and the markets as a result of those 
holders whose call options were 
exercised and who ended up owning 
shares of SPY at the lower post-close 
price.’’ 50 

In response to the commenter, the 
Exchange stated that options holders are 
already subject to price moves in the 
underlying between 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. ET in every option,51 and broker- 
dealers that are subject to know-your- 
customer and suitability requirements 
under FINRA Rules 2090 (Know Your 
Customer) and 2111 (Suitability) 52 
should have risk management 
procedures and controls addressing 
changes to the price of the underlying 
after the market close.53 Further, the 
Exchange stated that the Options 
Disclosure Document, which broker- 
dealers must provide their clients, 
discloses the risks of options trading, 
‘‘including the right to submit a contrary 
exercise notice.’’ 54 The Exchange also 

provided examples of currently traded 
products that experience price 
movements after hours, such as options 
on exchange-traded products (‘‘ETPs’’) 
with expirations occurring from several 
days a week to every business day of the 
week, and stated that ‘‘non-Friday 
expiries in various ETPs currently have 
instances of strike breaks on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.’’ 55 

The Commission acknowledges 
commenters’ concerns, but believes the 
proposal is consistent with the 
protection of investors. Although there 
are risks associated with post-close 
price movements, these risks exist with 
other expiring options, and the 
Exchange’s data may indicate that 
customers are generally aware of the 
exposure risk between 4:00 and 5:30 
p.m. ET.56 In this proposal, the 
Exchange has considered this risk and, 
crucially, will not list an expiry on a 
day when there will be an Earnings 
Announcement after market close, 
which should limit a potential source of 
post-close price volatility that could 
result in increased assignment risk. The 
proposal responds to investor demand 
for shorter-dated options 57 by offering a 
limited expansion of shorter-dated 
options, which may provide the 
investing public and other market 
participants more flexibility to closely 
tailor their investment and hedging 
decisions in these options, while 
limiting a potential source of post-close 
price volatility. 

In addition, there are existing rules 
and standards of conduct for broker- 
dealers that would apply to options on 
Qualifying Securities. For example, the 
Exchange’s rules require its members, in 
approving a customer’s account for 
options transactions, to ‘‘exercise due 
diligence to learn the essential facts as 
to the customer and his investment 
objectives and financial situation.’’ 58 In 
fulfilling this obligation, the member 
must consider, among other things, a 
customer’s investment objectives; 
employment status; estimated annual 
income; estimated net worth; and 
investment experience and 
knowledge.59 Further, FINRA’s 
heightened suitability requirements for 
options trading accounts require that a 
person recommending an opening 
position in any option contract have ‘‘a 
reasonable basis for believing, at the 
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60 See FINRA Rule 2360(b)(19)(B). 
61 See WEX Letter at 2; SIFMA Letter at 4–5. The 

commenters also stated that the proposal would 
‘‘substantially increase Consolidated Audit Trail 
(‘CAT’) costs related to options market activity’’ 
without identifying a unique impact from the 
proposal. See WEX Letter at 2; SIFMA Letter at 6, 
n.18. 

62 See WEX Letter at 2, 3. 
63 See id. at 4. 
64 Id. at 3. 
65 Id. at 4. 
66 SIFMA Letter at 6. The commenter also raised 

general concerns related to the proposal’s impact on 
requirements for ‘‘enhanced margin and/or capital 
holdings’’ under OCC’s ‘‘new intraday margin add- 
on charge,’’ which ‘‘may result in market 
participants having less capital to deploy in 
providing liquidity.’’ Id. 

67 Id. at 5. 
68 See id. at 2, 5. The commenter stated that 

‘‘[p]ost-close price changes could cause options 
positions to be exercised and assigned based on the 
4:00 p.m. ET closing price where the resulting 
positions in the underlying securities are 
immediately unprofitable (or profitable) based on 
the underlying price of the security at 5:30 p.m. 
ET.’’ Id. at 3. This commenter also stated that 
enhancements to broker-dealer and other market 
participant risk management processes would 
potentially be needed to accommodate increased 
expiration day options trading. See id. at 2. 

69 Id. at 4. 
70 See id. at 5, n.15. 
71 See id. at 1–2, 5. The commenter recommended 

starting with TSLA or NVDA, based on their 
frequent price moves due to news not based on an 
earnings announcement, and studying the impact of 
Monday and Wednesday expirations on these 
stocks. See id. at 5. 

72 See id. 

73 WEX Letter at 1. 
74 Id. at 2. 
75 Id. 
76 See Exchange Response Letter I at 2–3. The 

Exchange also stated that ‘‘[a]ny new listing 
program may have the potential to increase costs, 
but each offering is optional.’’ Id. at 3. 

77 See id. 
78 Exchange Response Letter II at 2. The Exchange 

disputed the relevance of one commenter’s 
statement that OCC’s margin add-on charge for 
clearing members will result in less capital to 
provide liquidity to the listed options market, 
stating that ‘‘[w]hile the intraday margin restrictions 
may impact less liquid options, the concerns are 
misplaced with respect to the list of Qualifying 
Securities’’ because ‘‘the Qualifying Securities are 
the most liquid options traded.’’ Id. at 3. See also 
supra note 66. The Exchange also acknowledged 
that OCC clearing firms will need to consider both 
margin and capital holdings requirements in light 
of the proposal, but asserted that clearing firms are 
already ‘‘equipped with protocols to examine such 
risk on a daily basis as to any new expiry or product 
offering,’’ and can ‘‘conduct such an analysis in 
their normal course and adjust accordingly.’’ 
Exchange Response Letter II at 3. 

time of making the recommendation, 
that the customer has such knowledge 
and experience in financial matters that 
he may reasonably be expected to be 
capable of evaluating the risks of the 
recommended transaction, and is 
financially able to bear the risks of the 
recommended position in the option 
contract.’’ 60 

B. Cost, Operational Risk, and Market 
Risk Considerations 

Commenters also stated that the 
additional expirations would increase 
costs and operational risks for broker- 
dealers.61 One commenter noted the 
risks broker-dealers would face in 
handling the additional expirations and 
contrary exercise advices for customers 
and stated that additional resources 
(e.g., back- and middle-office personnel) 
would need to be allocated to 
sufficiently address the operational risk 
and challenges on both a firm and 
industry level due to the increased 
number and frequency of options 
expirations.62 This commenter asserted 
that the lack of ‘‘marginal utility’’ 
provided by listing additional expiries 
in Qualifying Securities is ‘‘significantly 
outweighed’’ by the ‘‘operational risk 
and complexity’’ that the proposal 
would add to the options markets and 
its participants.63 The commenter 
further stated that the additional staff 
and technology needed to support the 
proposed expirations would impose 
‘‘substantial costs’’ on broker-dealers,64 
and that the proposal overall would 
impose an ‘‘undue burden on small 
broker-dealers.’’ 65 In addition, one 
commenter stated that the additional 
daily expirations could increase the 
chances of ‘‘OCC clearing members 
experiencing operational issues (and 
losses) on expiration days.’’ 66 

One commenter stated that broker- 
dealers may have to modify their risk 
management controls and procedures to 
take into account ‘‘the potential 
assignment risk associated with daily 

expirations of single-stock options.’’ 67 
Because these daily single stock options 
would require physical delivery, the 
commenter stated that broker-dealers 
would need to enhance their risk 
management procedures and controls 
around customer options trading to 
accommodate the likelihood of post- 
close movements in the price of the 
underlying securities.68 This commenter 
stated that ‘‘broker-dealers employ risk 
management practices that may include 
setting risk bands at thresholds that 
result in issuing contrary exercise 
instructions or closing out certain [out- 
of-the-money] strikes’’ and that these 
‘‘decisions, whether made by individual 
customers or by broker-dealers on 
customers’ behalf, are more difficult for 
investors that utilize options 
spreads.’’ 69 The commenter noted the 
operational challenges imposed by the 
proposal on retail broker-dealer risk 
management decisions, in particular, 
because their customers tend to have 
options positions on both sides of the 
market and are also monitored at the 
individual account level.70 Accordingly, 
the commenter recommended that the 
Exchange list Monday and Wednesday 
Qualifying Securities Expirations in one 
or two individual securities at first, 
analyze the impact of the trading of 
those expirations on customers and the 
listed options market, and then add 
Monday and Wednesday Qualifying 
Securities Expirations to more securities 
if supported by the analysis.71 The 
commenter stated that limiting the 
number of individual securities would 
allow broker-dealers time to implement 
any necessary changes to their risk 
management processes.72 

Finally, while one of the commenters 
acknowledged that many of its concerns 
with the proposal already exist with 
Friday weekly expirations, the 
commenter stated that the risks to the 
options market would be ‘‘exacerbated,’’ 

‘‘particularly for high-volume, news- 
sensitive names, where market- 
impacting events often occur between 
Monday and Thursday.’’ 73 This 
commenter stated that the proposal 
would increase operational risk and 
complexity, pointing to the example of 
how ‘‘[u]nexpected earnings releases or 
correlated macroeconomic news events 
may lead to broken spreads, out-of-the- 
money (‘OTM’) assignments, and 
potential account deficits.’’ 74 
Furthermore, the commenter stated that, 
among other things, the proposal would 
‘‘introduce greater uncertainty in the 
extended trading session.’’ 75 

In response to commenter concerns 
related to increased costs and added 
operational risk and complexity for 
market participants, the Exchange stated 
that these concerns exist today for 
broker-dealers in managing the risks 
attendant to Friday expirations in every 
options series and the potential costs 
associated with a new listing program 
are not unique to the proposal.76 The 
Exchange also asserted that the small 
number of options symbols that would 
currently be considered Qualifying 
Securities does not pose such an 
operational risk that they would require 
additional resources on a firm and 
industry level.77 Moreover, the 
Exchange stated that ‘‘broker-dealers 
that may require enhancements to their 
risk protocols most likely require such 
upgrades in light of current non-Friday 
expiries and not necessarily because of 
the [p]roposal. Other broker dealers, 
with more robust risk management 
tools, may have already enhanced their 
protocols when non-Friday expiries 
were introduced.’’ 78 The Exchange 
further stated that its proposal will not 
list an expiry on a Qualifying Security 
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79 See Exchange Response Letter I at 3. 
80 See id. at 1, 4. The Exchange also stated that 

there is demand for shorter-dated options as 
demonstrated in Amendment No. 1. See id. at 3, 
n.12 (citing to Table 11 in Amendment No. 1). 

81 Exchange Response Letter II at 2. 
82 See id. 
83 See id. 
84 Id. 
85 Exchange Response Letter I at 1–2. 

86 See id. at 2. 
87 Id. 
88 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 

31719–30. 
89 See id. The Exchange only conducted this 

analysis for those eight securities. 
90 See id. at 31721. 
91 See id. at 31722. The Exchange currently lists 

Monday and Wednesday expirations in SPY, QQQ, 
and IWM. See supra note 10. 

92 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 
31719. 

93 See id. 
94 See id. 
95 See id. at 31730. 

96 See id. at 31719. 
97 See id. at 31729. 
98 The Monday and Wednesday Qualifying 

Securities Expirations will be treated similarly to 
the existing SPY, QQQ, and IWM Monday and 
Wednesday expirations. 

99 See Amendment No. 1, supra note 6, 90 FR at 
31718. 

on a day where there will be an 
Earnings Announcement that takes 
place after market close to avoid post- 
close price volatility that may arise from 
the Earnings Announcement and which 
may impact exercise and/or assignment 
decisions.79 The Exchange also stated 
that it believes the proposal will provide 
investors additional choice and 
flexibility when trading options in 
highly liquid instruments and allow for 
a reduced premium cost of buying 
portfolio protection to better manage 
risk exposure.80 

The Exchange stated that one 
commenter’s suggestion to initially limit 
the proposal to expirations on one or 
two individual securities and allow 
further study ‘‘does not achieve any 
effective goal.’’ 81 The Exchange stated 
that starting out with two symbols 
would not provide enough data to 
analyze the proposal, and that there are 
daily news events in the two securities 
suggested by the commenter (TSLA and 
NVDA), not just on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, so price moves in those 
stocks due to news events would not be 
limited to the proposal.82 The Exchange 
also stated that if certain broker-dealers 
need to improve their risk management 
controls as a result of the proposal, they 
will need to do so regardless of whether 
the Exchange begins with one 
Qualifying Security or if it begins with 
the potential eight Qualifying 
Securities.83 In addition, the Exchange 
stated that there would not be any 
benefit to starting out with just two 
symbols as ‘‘the criteria for the 
[p]roposal targets the most liquid 
individual stocks and ETFs’’ and ‘‘the 
total number of Qualifying Securities is 
extremely limited, representing a de 
minimis number of listed options.’’ 84 

In response to the commenter that 
stated that the proposal would 
exacerbate risks in the options market 
and increase operational risk and 
complexity, the Exchange stated that all 
broad-based index options currently 
have daily expirations and that the 
options industry has progressively 
added options on ETPs with non-Friday 
expiries since 2016 (e.g., SPY, QQQ, and 
IWM) without experiencing ‘‘increased 
costs or complexity resulting from their 
addition.’’ 85 While the Exchange 
acknowledged that the proposed 

additional expiries will permit trading 
on certain days when news events are 
occurring, the Exchange also noted that 
the liquidity provision requirements in 
the Qualifying Securities Criteria would 
exceed the liquidity available in some 
ETPs that currently have additional 
expiries.86 The Exchange stated that 
‘‘the data does not demonstrate the 
‘exacerbated risks’’’ shared by the 
commenter.87 In addition, the Exchange 
examined data comparing the Sample 
Qualifying Securities to broad-based 
Exchange-Traded Fund Shares like SPY, 
QQQ, and IWM, to estimate the impact 
of the proposal on the options market.88 
Based on its analysis of this data, the 
Exchange estimates that the proposal 
would add approximately 16% more 
strikes to the total number of strikes for 
eight of the nine Sample Qualifying 
Securities.89 The Exchange also 
measured average annualized closing 
volatilities for the Sample Qualifying 
Securities from 2022 through 2024 and 
determined that the Sample Qualifying 
Securities have an average annualized 
closing volatility of generally less than 
20%90 and that the Sample Qualifying 
Securities are more volatile than SPY, 
QQQ, and IWM.91 

In further support of its proposal, the 
Exchange stated that it does not believe 
that any market disruptions will be 
encountered with the introduction of 
Monday and Wednesday Qualifying 
Securities Expirations.92 The Exchange 
stated that it currently trades p.m.- 
settled Short Term Option Series that 
expire Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday on several symbols,93 and 
stated that it has not experienced any 
market disruptions nor issues with 
capacity.94 In addition, the Exchange 
stated that it has surveillance programs 
in place to detect manipulative trading 
in the proposed option expirations, in 
the same way that it monitors trading in 
the current Short Term Option Series 
Expirations.95 The Exchange 
represented that it has the necessary 
capacity and surveillance programs in 
place to support and properly monitor 
trading in the proposed Monday and 
Wednesday Qualifying Securities 

Expirations.96 The Exchange also stated 
that its proposal would add a small 
overall number of weekly expiration 
dates because the Exchange will limit 
the number of Short Term Option Daily 
Expirations for the Qualifying Securities 
to two Monday expirations and two 
Wednesday expirations beyond the 
current week.97 

The Commission considered whether 
the proposal would add undue 
operational risk, complexity, or 
uncertainty for broker-dealers and the 
options market as a whole, including 
whether it would unduly burden small 
broker-dealers. As the Exchange stated, 
there are already daily expirations on 
broad-based index options, as well as 
non-Friday expirations on certain ETPs. 
Broker-dealers, including small broker- 
dealers, OCC clearing members, and 
other market participants in the options 
market should already have familiarity 
with these expirations and likely have 
already adjusted their systems and 
trading practices as a result of the 
additional expirations.98 To help 
provide predictability for broker-dealers 
in managing operational risk, the 
Exchange has represented that it will 
make the list of all Qualifying Securities 
available by the close of business on the 
first trading day of the quarter.99 
Furthermore, the Qualifying Securities 
Criteria will limit the number of eligible 
Qualifying Securities, and the 
associated Qualifying Securities 
Expirations, so that any potential impact 
on the options market will accordingly 
be limited. However, the Commission 
expects the Exchange to monitor the 
trading of the options listed as a result 
of the proposal to evaluate whether any 
issues develop. 

The proposal is reasonably designed 
as a limited expansion of Monday and 
Wednesday expirations. The proposal 
will overall add just a small number of 
Monday and Wednesday Qualifying 
Securities Expirations by limiting the 
additional expirations to two weeks 
beyond the current week, and only for 
securities that have received approval to 
list additional expiries and meet the 
Qualifying Securities Criteria. As 
discussed above, the Qualifying 
Securities Criteria applicable to 
individual stocks and Exchange-Traded 
Fund Shares are: (1) an underlying 
security must have: (A) a market 
capitalization of greater than $700 
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100 See supra notes 11–14 and accompanying text. 
101 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5). 
102 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2). 
103 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12). 

1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
2 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 

billion for an individual stock based on 
the closing price, or (B) AUM greater 
than $50 billion for an Exchange-Traded 
Fund Share based on NAV; (2) monthly 
options volume greater than 10 million 
options; (3) a position limit of at least 
250,000 contracts; and (4) participation 
in the Penny Interval Program.100 The 
Qualifying Securities Criteria should 
help to ensure that the underlying 
securities, as well as the options on 
such securities, are highly liquid and 
actively traded. If the Exchange chooses 
to modify the Qualifying Securities 
Criteria or any other aspect of the 
proposal, it will be required to file a 
proposed rule change with the 
Commission, which will subject the 
proposed rule change to the notice and 
comment process. 

The proposal also reasonably balances 
the Exchange’s desire to accommodate 
investor demand by offering a wider 
array of investment opportunities with 
the need to avoid unnecessary 
proliferation of options series. 
Additionally, and as noted above, this 
limited expansion of Monday and 
Wednesday Qualifying Securities 
Expirations may provide the investing 
public and other market participants 
more flexibility to closely tailor their 
investment and hedging decisions in 
these options, thus allowing them to 
better manage their risk exposure. 

For these reasons, the Commission 
finds that the proposed rule change, as 
modified by Amendment No. 1, is 
consistent with Section 6(b)(5) of the 
Act 101 and the rules and regulations 
thereunder applicable to a national 
securities exchange. 

IV. Conclusion 

It is therefore ordered, pursuant to 
Section 19(b)(2) of the Act,102 that the 
proposed rule change (SR–ISE–2025– 
15), as modified by Amendment No. 1, 
be, and hereby is, approved. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.103 

J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01118 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Investment Company Act Release No. 
35905; File No. 812–15932] 

AMG Pantheon Master Fund, LLC, 
et al. 

January 16, 2026 
AGENCY: Securities and Exchange 
Commission (‘‘Commission’’ or ‘‘SEC’’). 
ACTION: Notice. 

Notice of application for an order 
under sections 17(d) and 57(i) of the 
Investment Company Act of 1940 (the 
‘‘Act’’) and rule 17d–1 under the Act to 
permit certain joint transactions 
otherwise prohibited by sections 17(d) 
and 57(a)(4) of the Act and rule 17d–1 
under the Act. 
SUMMARY OF APPLICATION: Applicants 
request an order to permit certain 
business development companies 
(‘‘BDCs’’) and closed-end management 
investment companies to co-invest in 
portfolio companies with each other and 
with certain affiliated investment 
entities. 
APPLICANTS: AMG Pantheon Master 
Fund, LLC; AMG Pantheon Credit 
Solutions Fund; AMG Pantheon 
Infrastructure Fund, LLC; Pantheon 
Ventures (US) LP; Pantheon Infra 
Advisors LLC; Pantheon Ventures (UK) 
LLP; Pantheon Ventures (Ireland) DAC; 
AMG Pantheon Subsidiary Fund, LLC; 
AMG Pantheon Lead Fund, LLC; AMG 
Pantheon Credit Solutions Subsidiary 
Fund, LLC; AMG Pantheon Credit 
Solutions Lead Fund, LLC; AMG 
Pantheon Infrastructure Subsidiary 
Fund, LLC; AMG Pantheon 
Infrastructure Lead Fund, LLC; and 
certain of their affiliated entities as 
described in Appendix A to the 
application. 
FILING DATES: The application was filed 
on October 31, 2025 and amended on 
January 8, 2026. 
HEARING OR NOTIFICATION OF HEARING: An 
order granting the requested relief will 
be issued unless the Commission orders 
a hearing. Interested persons may 
request a hearing on any application by 
emailing the SEC’s Secretary at 
Secretarys-Office@sec.gov and serving 
the Applicants with a copy of the 
request by email, if an email address is 
listed for the relevant Applicant below, 
or personally or by mail, if a physical 
address is listed for the relevant 
Applicant below. Hearing requests 
should be received by the Commission 
by 5:30 p.m. on February 10, 2026 and 
should be accompanied by proof of 
service on the Applicants, in the form 
of an affidavit or, for lawyers, a 

certificate of service. Pursuant to rule 0– 
5 under the Act, hearing requests should 
state the nature of the writer’s interest, 
any facts bearing upon the desirability 
of a hearing on the matter, the reason for 
the request, and the issues contested. 
Persons who wish to be notified of a 
hearing may request notification by 
emailing the Commission’s Secretary at 
Secretarys-Office@sec.gov. 
ADDRESSES: The Commission: 
Secretarys-Office@sec.gov. Applicants: 
Gregory C. Davis, Ropes & Gray LLP, 
Gregory.Davis@ropesgray.com; Mark J. 
Duggan, AMG Funds LLC, 
Mark.Duggan@amg.com. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Adam Large, Senior Special Counsel or 
Trace W. Rakestraw, Senior Special 
Counsel, at (202) 551–6825 (Division of 
Investment Management, Chief 
Counsel’s Office). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: For 
Applicants’ representations, legal 
analysis, and conditions, please refer to 
Applicants’ application, filed January 8, 
2026, which may be obtained via the 
Commission’s website by searching for 
the file number at the top of this 
document, or for an Applicant using the 
Company name search field, on the 
SEC’s EDGAR system. The SEC’s 
EDGAR system may be searched at 
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/search/. You 
may also call the SEC’s Office of 
Investor Education and Advocacy at 
(202) 551–8090. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Investment Management, under delegated 
authority. 
J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01133 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Release No. 34–104628; File No. SR–ISE– 
2025–45] 

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Nasdaq 
ISE, LLC; Notice of Filing and 
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed 
Rule Change To Amend FINRA Fees 

January 20, 2026. 
Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the 

Securities Exchange Act of 1934 
(‘‘Act’’),1 and Rule 19b–4 thereunder,2 
notice is hereby given that on December 
31, 2025, Nasdaq ISE, LLC (‘‘ISE’’ or 
‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (‘‘SEC’’ or 
‘‘Commission’’) the proposed rule 
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3 FINRA operates Web CRD, the central licensing 
and registration system for the U.S. securities 
industry. FINRA uses Web CRD to maintain the 
qualification, employment and disciplinary 
histories of registered associated persons of broker- 
dealers. 

4 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 93709 
(November 21, 2024), 89 FR 93709 (November 27, 
2024) (SR–FINRA–2024–019). 

5 See id. 
6 See Section (4)(b)(7) of Schedule A to the FINRA 

By-laws. 
7 See note 5. FINRA noted in its rule change that 

it was adjusting its fees to provide sustainable 
funding for FINRA’s regulatory mission. 

8 See note 5. 
9 The Exchange proposes to remove the following 

rule text, $55 Continuing Education Regulatory 
Element Session Fee for each individual who is 
required to complete the Regulatory Element of the 
Continuing Education Requirements pursuant to 
Exchange General 4, Section 1240. This fee will be 
amended on January 1, 2023 as noted below. Also, 
the Exchange proposes to remove this sentence: The 
below Continuing Education Regulatory Element 
Session Fee will be assessed by FINRA commencing 
on January 1, 2023. 

10 15 U.S.C. 78f(b). 
11 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4) and (5). 
12 See note 5. 

change as described in Items I, II, and 
III, below, which Items have been 
prepared by the Exchange. The 
Commission is publishing this notice to 
solicit comments on the proposed rule 
change from interested persons. 

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Terms of Substance of 
the Proposed Rule Change 

The Exchange proposes to amend 
ISE’s Pricing Schedule at Options 7, 
Section 9E, FINRA Web CRD Fees, to 
reflect adjustments to FINRA Fees. 

While the changes proposed herein 
are effective upon filing, the Exchange 
has designated the amendments become 
operative on January 1, 2026. 

The text of the proposed rule change 
is available on the Exchange’s website at 
https://listingcenter.nasdaq.com/ 
rulebook/ise/rulefilings, and at the 
principal office of the Exchange. 

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

In its filing with the Commission, the 
Exchange included statements 
concerning the purpose of and basis for 
the proposed rule change and discussed 
any comments it received on the 
proposed rule change. The text of these 
statements may be examined at the 
places specified in Item IV below. The 
Exchange has prepared summaries, set 
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of 
the most significant aspects of such 
statements. 

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

1. Purpose 

This proposal amends Options 7, 
Section 9E, FINRA Web CRD Fees, to 
reflect adjustments to FINRA 3 
Registration Fees and Fingerprinting 
Fees[sic].4 The FINRA fees are collected 
and retained by FINRA via Web CRD for 
the registration of employees of ISE 
Members that are not FINRA members 
(‘‘Non-FINRA members’’). The Exchange 
is merely listing these fees on its Pricing 
Schedule. The Exchange does not 
collect or retain these fees. 

FINRA Annual System Processing Fee 

In 2024, FINRA amended certain fees 
assessed for use of the CRD system for 
implementation between 2026 and 
2028.5 The Exchange accordingly 
proposes to amend its FINRA fees to 
mirror the system processing fees 
assessed by FINRA, which will be 
implemented concurrently with the 
amended FINRA fees as of January 2026. 
Specifically, the Exchange proposes to 
amend Options 7, Section 9E to modify 
FINRA Annual System Processing Fee 
from $70 to the following, based on the 
number of securities regulators with 
which each such registered person is 
registered, excluding registration as an 
investment adviser representative: 6 

Number of securities 
regulators Fee 

1–5 ...................................................... $70 
6–20 .................................................... 95 
21–40 .................................................. 110 
41+ ...................................................... 125 

These amendments are being made in 
accordance with a FINRA rule change to 
adjust to its fees.7 

Continuing Education Regulatory 
Element Session Fee 

The Exchange also proposes to amend 
Options 7, Section 9E with respect to 
the Continuing Education Regulatory 
Element Session Fee to increase the fee 
from $18 to $25 to mirror the same 
change proposed by FINRA in SR– 
FINRA–2024–019.8 

Finally, the Exchange proposes to 
remove outdated rule text at Options 7, 
Section 9E which describes fees that 
were in place prior to January 1, 2023. 
Those fees have since been replaced 
with the Continuing Education 
Regulatory Element Session Fee.9 

The FINRA Web CRD Fees are user- 
based and there is no distinction in the 
cost incurred by FINRA if the user is a 
FINRA member or a Non-FINRA 
member. Accordingly, the proposed fees 

mirror those currently assessed by 
FINRA. 

2. Statutory Basis 

The Exchange believes that its 
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b) 
of the Act,10 in general, and furthers the 
objectives of Sections 6(b)(4) and 6(b)(5) 
of the Act,11 in particular, in that it 
provides for the equitable allocation of 
reasonable dues, fees and other charges 
among members and issuers and other 
persons using any facility, and is not 
designed to permit unfair 
discrimination between customers, 
issuers, brokers, or dealers. 

The Exchange believes it is reasonable 
to amend the FINRA Annual System 
Processing Fee and the Continuing 
Education Regulatory Element Session 
Fee because the fees will be identical to 
those adopted by FINRA as of January 
2026 for use of the CRD system for each 
of the member’s registered 
representatives and principals for 
system processing and for continuing 
education.12 The costs of operating and 
improving the CRD system and for 
continuing education are similarly 
borne by FINRA when a Non-FINRA 
member uses the CRD system; 
accordingly, the fees collected for such 
use should, as proposed by the 
Exchange, mirror the fees assessed to 
FINRA members. In addition, as FINRA 
noted in amending its fees, it believes 
that its proposed pricing structure is 
reasonable and correlates fees with the 
components that drive its regulatory 
costs to the extent feasible. The 
Exchange further believes that the 
change is reasonable because it will 
provide greater specificity regarding the 
CRD system fees and continuing 
education fees that are applicable to 
Non-FINRA members. All similarly 
situated members are subject to the 
same fee structure, and every member 
must use the CRD system for registration 
and disclosure and pay for continuing 
education. Accordingly, the Exchange 
believes that the fees collected for such 
use should likewise increase in lockstep 
with the fees assessed to FINRA 
members, as proposed by the Exchange. 

The Exchange believes the proposed 
FINRA Annual System Processing Fee 
and the Continuing Education 
Regulatory Element Session Fee are 
equitable and not unfairly 
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13 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii). 14 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12). 

1 Under the Exchange’s Retail Price Improvement 
Program (‘‘RPI Program’’), an RPI Order consists of 
non-displayed interest on the Exchange that is 
eligible to interact with incoming Retail Orders (as 
defined in BYX Rule 11.24(a)(2)). To be executable, 
an RPI Order for an NMS stock that is priced at or 
above $1.00 must be priced at least $0.001 better 
than the Protected NBB or Protected NBO and may 
be priced in $0.001 increments (e.g., $10.001). To 
be executable, an RPI Order for an NMS stock that 
is priced below $1.00 must be priced at least 
$0.0001 better than the Protected NBB or Protected 
NBO and may be priced in $0.0001 increments (e.g., 
$0.5001). An RPI Order may be entered as a limit 
order, in a sub-penny increment with an explicit 
limit price, or as a Primary Pegged Order (as 
defined in BYX Rule 11.9(c)(8)(A)) with a positive 
offset (for buy orders) or a negative offset (for sell 
orders). See Proposal, infra note 9, at pages 14–17 
and 170 of 176 (amending BYX Rule 11.24(a)(3) and 
describing such amendments). 

2 Under the RPI Program, an Enhanced RPI Order 
is an RPI Order is designated with a ‘‘Step-Up 
Range instruction.’’ A ‘‘Step-Up Range instruction’’ 
is an optional, non-displayed instruction that is 
added to (for buy orders) or subtracted from (for sell 
orders) the ranked price of an RPI Order and 
provides a maximum execution price up to which 
(for buy orders) or minimum execution price down 
to which (for sell orders) a User is willing to execute 
against contra-side Retail Orders. The Step-Up 
Range instruction may be priced in increments of 
$0.001 for securities priced at or above $1.00 and 
securities priced below $1.00. Like RPI Orders, an 
Enhanced RPI Order may be entered as a limit 
order, in a sub-penny increment with an explicit 
limit price, or as a Primary Pegged Order (as 
defined in Rule 11.9(c)(8)(A)) with an Offset 
Amount. See Proposal, infra note 9, at pages 17–20 
and 170–176 of 176 (amending BYX Rule 11.24 to 
add BYX Rule (a)(4) and describing such 
amendments). 

3 17 CFR 242.612. 
4 See Letter from Courtney Smith, Senior Counsel, 

Cboe Global Markets—North American Equities to 
Vanessa Countryman, Secretary, Commission (Sept. 
30, 2025) (‘‘Exemption Request’’). On September 18, 

Continued 

discriminatory because the fees apply 
equally to all individuals and firms 
required to report information in the 
CRD system and comply with 
continuing education. The proposal will 
result in the same regulatory fees being 
charged to all Members required to 
report information to CRD and comply 
with continuing education and for 
services performed by FINRA regardless 
of whether such Members are FINRA 
members. Further, the Exchange will 
not be collecting or retaining these fees, 
therefore, the Exchange will not be in a 
position to apply them in an inequitable 
or unfairly discriminatory manner. 

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement on Burden on Competition 

The Exchange does not believe that 
the proposed rule change will impose 
any burden on competition not 
necessary or appropriate in furtherance 
of the purposes of the Act. 

The Exchange believes the proposed 
FINRA Annual System Processing Fee 
and the Continuing Education 
Regulatory Element Session Fee do not 
impose an undue burden on 
competition because the fees apply 
equally to all individuals and firms 
required to report information in the 
CRD system and comply with 
continuing education. The proposal will 
result in the same regulatory fees being 
charged to all Members required to 
report information to CRD and comply 
with continuing education and for 
services performed by FINRA regardless 
of whether such Members are FINRA 
members. Further, the Exchange will 
not be collecting or retaining these fees, 
therefore, the Exchange will not be in a 
position to apply them in an inequitable 
or unfairly discriminatory manner. 

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement on Comments on the 
Proposed Rule Change Received From 
Members, Participants, or Others 

No written comments were either 
solicited or received. 

III. Date of Effectiveness of the 
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for 
Commission Action 

The foregoing rule change has become 
effective pursuant to Section 
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act.13 At any time 
within 60 days of the filing of the 
proposed rule change, the Commission 
summarily may temporarily suspend 
such rule change if it appears to the 
Commission that such action is: (i) 
necessary or appropriate in the public 
interest; (ii) for the protection of 
investors; or (iii) otherwise in 

furtherance of the purposes of the Act. 
If the Commission takes such action, the 
Commission shall institute proceedings 
to determine whether the proposed rule 
should be approved or disapproved. 

IV. Solicitation of Comments 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views and 
arguments concerning the foregoing, 
including whether the proposed rule 
change is consistent with the Act. 
Comments may be submitted by any of 
the following methods: 

Electronic Comments 

• Use the Commission’s internet 
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml); or 

• Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR– 
ISE–2025–45 on the subject line. 

Paper Comments 

• Send paper comments in triplicate 
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 100 F Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20549–1090. 

All submissions should refer to file 
number SR–ISE–2025–45. This file 
number should be included on the 
subject line if email is used. To help the 
Commission process and review your 
comments more efficiently, please use 
only one method. The Commission will 
post all comments on the Commission’s 
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will 
be available for inspection and copying 
at the principal office of the Exchange. 
Do not include personal identifiable 
information in submissions; you should 
submit only information that you wish 
to make available publicly. We may 
redact in part or withhold entirely from 
publication submitted material that is 
obscene or subject to copyright 
protection. All submissions should refer 
to file number SR–ISE–2025–45 and 
should be submitted on or before 
February 12, 2026. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.14 

Sherry R. Haywood, 
Assistant Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01155 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Release No. 34–104625] 

Order Granting Limited Exemption 
Pursuant to Rule 612(d) of Regulation 
NMS to Cboe BYX Exchange, Inc. From 
Rule 612 of Regulation NMS 

January 16, 2026. 

I. Introduction 
Pursuant to Rule 612(d) of Regulation 

NMS, Cboe BYX Exchange, Inc. (‘‘BYX’’ 
or the ‘‘Exchange’’) requests exemptive 
relief with respect to Retail Price 
Improvement Orders (‘‘RPI Orders’’) 1 
and Enhanced Retail Price Improvement 
Orders (‘‘Enhanced RPI Orders’’ and 
collectively with RPI Orders, ‘‘RPI 
Interest’’),2 each of which may be priced 
in sub-penny increments, from the 
provisions of Rule 612 of Regulation 
NMS (the ‘‘Sub-Penny Rule’’) 3 that 
prohibit a national securities exchange 
from accepting, displaying, or ranking 
bids, offers, orders and indications of 
interest in an increment smaller than 
the minimum pricing increment.4 
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2024, the Commission issued Securities Exchange 
Act Release No. 101070 (Sept. 18, 2024), 89 FR 
81620 (Oct. 8, 2024) (Regulation NMS: Minimum 
Pricing Increments, Access Fees, and Transparency 
of Better Priced Orders) (‘‘Final Rules’’), which, 
among other things, promulgated amendments to 
Rule 612 of Regulation NMS. The amendments to 
Rule 612 are required to be implemented on the 
first business day of November 2026. See Securities 
Exchange Act Release No. 104172 (Oct. 31, 2025), 
90 FR 51418 (Nov. 17, 2025) at 51418. The Final 
Rules modified the numbering of certain provisions 
of Rule 612, and the citations to the provisions of 
Rule 612 in this order are to the provisions as 
numbered in the Final Rules. When the Exchange 
filed the Exemption Request, certain of the 
amendments to Rule 612 under the Final Rules 
were temporarily stayed, and the Exchange’s 
Exemption Request referenced provisions of Rule 
612 as in effect prior to the Final Rules. See 
Exemption Request at note 1; see also Securities 
Exchange Act Release No. 101899 (Dec. 12, 2024) 
(File No. S7–30–22) (Order Granting Partial Stay In 
the Matter of the Motion by Nasdaq, Inc., The 
Nasdaq Stock Market LLC, Nasdaq BX, Inc., Nasdaq 
PHLX LLC, Cboe Global Markets, Inc., Cboe BZX 
Exchange, Inc., Cboe BYX Exchange, Inc., Cboe 
EDGA Exchange, Inc., and Cboe EDGX Exchange, 
Inc. For Stay of Effect of Amendments to Rules 610 
and 612 of Regulation NMS). 

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 87154 
(Sept. 30, 2019), 84 FR 53183 (Oct. 4, 2019), SR– 
CboeBYX–2019–014 (‘‘RPI Approval Order’’), at 
53185–86; Securities Exchange Act Release No. 
68303 (Nov. 27, 2012), 77 FR 71652 (Dec. 3, 2012), 
SR–BYX–2012–019 (‘‘RPI Pilot Approval Order’’), at 
71657–58. 

6 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
7 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 
8 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 102681 

(Mar. 14, 2025), 90 FR 13240. On April 29, 2025, 
pursuant to Section 19(b)(2) of the Act, the 
Commission designated a longer period within 
which to approve the proposed rule change, 
disapprove the proposed rule change, or institute 
proceedings to determine whether to disapprove the 
proposed rule change. See Securities Exchange Act 
Release No. 102956, 90 FR 19013 (May 5, 2025). 
The Commission designated June 18, 2025 as the 
date by which the Commission shall approve or 
disapprove, or institute proceedings to determine 
whether to disapprove, the proposed rule change. 
On May 6, 2025, the Exchange submitted 
Amendment No. 1 to the proposed rule change. On 
June 16, 2025, the Exchange submitted Amendment 
No. 2 to the proposed rule change. On June 17, 

2025, the Exchange withdrew Amendment Nos. 1 
and 2, and submitted Amendment No. 3 to the 
proposed rule change. On June 18, 2025, the 
Commission published notice of Amendment No. 3 
and instituted proceedings pursuant to Section 
19(b)(2)(B) of the Act, to determine whether to 
approve or disapprove the proposed rule change, as 
modified by Amendment No. 3. See Securities 
Exchange Act Release No. 103291, 90 FR 26843 
(June 24, 2025). On September 2, 2025, the 
Commission designated November 15, 2025 as the 
date by which the Commission shall either approve 
or disapprove the proposed rule change. See 
Securities Exchange Act Release No. 103819, 90 FR 
43006 (Sept. 5, 2025). 

9 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 104210 
(Nov. 18, 2025), 90 FR 52727 (Nov. 21, 2025). 
Amendment No. 4 amended and superseded 
Amendment No. 3 in its entirety. In Amendment 
No. 4, the Exchange provided additional detail 
regarding the proposed amendment to Exchange 
Rule 11.12 (Priority of Orders). The full text of 
Amendment No. 4 is available on the Commission’s 
website at https://www.sec.gov/comments/sr- 
cboebyx-2025-007/srcboebyx2025007-665327- 
1988394.pdf (‘‘Proposal’’). 

10 17 CFR 242.612(d). 
11 See Financial Industry Regulatory Authority, 

Inc. Rule 5320 (Prohibition Against Trading Ahead 
of Customer Orders). 

12 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 51808 
(June 9, 2005), 70 FR 37496 (June 29, 2005) 
(Adopting Release for Regulation NMS). See also 
RPI Approval Order, supra note 5, at 53186; RPI 
Pilot Approval Order, supra note 5, at 71657. 

13 See RPI Approval Order, supra note 5, at 
53186; RPI Pilot Approval Order, supra note 5, at 
71657–58. In the Final Rules, the Commission 
stated that national securities exchanges’ retail 
liquidity programs that operate pursuant to 
Commission exemptions that either permit certain 
quoting and trading in increments of $0.001, or 
aggregate order flow at the midpoint, will be able 
to continue to operate without interruption and 
without changes to exchange rules or the grant of 
further exemptive relief by the Commission. See 
Final Rules, supra note 4, at 81643. 

14 See RPI Pilot Approval Order, supra note 5, at 
71658. See also RPI Approval Order, supra note 5, 
at 53186. See also Final Rules, supra note 4. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (‘‘Commission’’) previously 
granted exemptive relief from the Sub- 
Penny Rule to BYX with respect to RPI 
Orders when it approved BYX’s RPI 
Program, which permits the Exchange to 
accept and rank certain quotes and 
orders from certain participants in sub- 
penny increments as small as $0.001.5 
On March 13, 2025, the Exchange filed 
with the Commission, pursuant to 
Section 19(b)(1) of the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 (‘‘Act’’) 6 and Rule 
19b–4 thereunder,7 a proposed rule 
change to modify the definition and 
operation of RPI Orders and to 
introduce Enhanced RPI Orders, as well 
as to expand the RPI Program to include 
securities priced below $1.00. The 
proposed rule change was published for 
comment in the Federal Register on 
March 20, 2025.8 On September 29, 

2025, the Exchange filed Amendment 
No. 4 to the proposed rule change, 
which was deemed approved on 
November 15, 2025.9 BYX submitted the 
Exemptive Request to reflect the 
modified RPI Order and the newly 
introduced Enhanced RPI Orders. 

II. Limited Exemption From the Sub- 
Penny Rule 

Pursuant to its authority under Rule 
612(d) of Regulation NMS,10 the 
Commission hereby grants the Exchange 
a limited exemption from the Sub- 
Penny Rule to operate its RPI Program 
as modified by the Proposal. For the 
reasons discussed below, the 
Commission determines that such 
action is necessary or appropriate in the 
public interest, and is consistent with 
the protection of investors. 

When the Commission adopted the 
Sub-Penny Rule, the Commission 
identified a variety of problems caused 
by sub-penny quoting that the Sub- 
Penny Rule was designed to address: 

• If investors’ limit orders lose 
execution priority for a nominal 
amount, investors may, over time, 
decline to use them, thus depriving the 
markets of liquidity. 

• When market participants can gain 
execution priority for a nominal 
amount, important customer protection 
rules such as exchange priority rules 
and the Manning Rule 11 could be 
undermined. 

• Flickering quotations that can result 
from widespread sub-penny pricing 
could make it more difficult for broker- 
dealers to satisfy their best execution 
obligations and other regulatory 
responsibilities. 

• Widespread sub-penny quoting 
could decrease market depth and lead to 
higher transaction costs. 

• Decreasing depth at the inside 
could cause institutions to rely more on 
execution alternatives away from the 
exchanges, potentially increasing 
fragmentation in the securities 
markets.12 

When the Commission approved the 
Exchange’s RPI Program, it granted the 
Exchange a limited exemption from the 
Rule 612 prohibition on a national 
securities exchange accepting or ranking 
orders priced greater than $1.00 per 
share in an increment smaller than 
$0.01.13 The Commission recognized 
that the vast majority of marketable 
retail orders are internalized by OTC 
market makers, and to the extent that 
OTC market makers offer price 
improvement over the NBBO, it is 
typically offered in sub-penny amounts. 
The Commission stated that OTC market 
makers typically select a sub-penny 
price for a trade without quoting at that 
exact amount or accepting orders from 
retail customers seeking that exact price. 
The Commission further recognized that 
exchanges, and exchange member firms, 
cannot compete for marketable retail 
order flow on the same basis because it 
would be impractical for exchange 
electronic systems to generate sub- 
penny executions without exchange 
liquidity providers or retail brokerage 
firms having first submitted sub-penny 
orders or quotations, which the Sub- 
Penny Rule expressly prohibits.14 

Modifications to the Exchange’s RPI 
Program made by the Proposal, which 
are described in detail in the Proposal 
and in the Exchange’s Exemption 
Request, do not raise any new concerns 
regarding the problems the Sub-Penny 
Rule was designed to address, and the 
limited exemption granted in this order 
should continue to promote competition 
between exchanges and OTC market 
makers in a manner that is reasonably 
designed to minimize the problems that 
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15 See Proposal at pages 139–142 of 176 
(discussing dissemination of the Retail Liquidity 
Identifier). 

16 See RPI Pilot Approval Order, supra note 5, at 
71658. 

17 Id. 
18 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12) and 17 CFR 200.30– 

3(a)(83). 

1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1). 
2 17 CFR 240.19b–4. 

3 The term ‘‘Class ETF Shares’’ means shares of 
the ETF Class issued by a Multi-Class Fund. The 
term ‘‘ETF Class’’ means the class of exchange- 
traded shares of a Multi-Class Fund that (i) operates 
as an exchange-traded fund pursuant to exemptive 
relief granted by order under the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 (‘‘Multi-Class Fund 
Exemptive Relief’’), and (ii) is in compliance with 
the requirements of Rules 5703(d)(ii) and 
5703(d)(2)(A)(i)(2) on an initial and continued 
listing basis. The term ‘‘Multi-Class Fund’’ means 
a registered open-end management company that (i) 
pursuant to Multi-Class Fund Exemptive Relief, 
issues Class ETF Shares and one or more classes of 
shares that are not exchange traded, and (ii) is in 
compliance with the conditions and requirements 
of the Multi-Class Fund Exemptive Relief. See Rule 
5703(c)(1)–(3). 

4 A ‘‘Designated Liquidity Provider’’ is a 
registered Nasdaq market maker for a Qualified 
Security that has committed to maintain minimum 
performance standards. A DLP is selected by 
Nasdaq based on factors including, but not limited 
to, experience with making markets in exchange- 
traded products, adequacy of capital, willingness to 
promote Nasdaq as a marketplace, issuer 
preference, operational capacity, support personnel, 
and history of adherence to Nasdaq rules and 
securities laws. For purposes of the DLP program, 
a security may be designated as a ‘‘Qualified 
Security’’ if: (A) it is an exchange-traded product 
listed on Nasdaq pursuant to Nasdaq Rules 5703, 
5704, 5705, 5710, 5711, 5713, 5715, 5720, 5735, 
5745, 5750 or 5760; and (B) it has one Designated 
Liquidity Provider. See Equity 7, Section 114(f)(1) 
and (2). 

5 A ‘‘Market Quality Supporter’’ has committed to 
maintain minimum performance standards in Low 
Volume ETPs as defined in Equity 7, Section 
114(g)(4)(A). A MQS is selected by Nasdaq based on 
factors including, but not limited to, experience 
with making markets in exchange-traded products, 
adequacy of capital, willingness to promote Nasdaq 
as a marketplace, issuer preference, operational 
capacity, support personnel, and history of 
adherence to Nasdaq rules and securities laws. See 
Equity 7, Section 114(g)(2). 

the Commission identified when 
adopting the Sub-Penny Rule. As is 
currently the case, under the RPI 
Program as modified by the Proposal, 
sub-penny prices will not be 
disseminated through the consolidated 
quotation data stream,15 which should 
avoid quote flickering and reduced 
depth at the inside quotation.16 

Furthermore, granting this limited 
exemption would not reduce incentives 
for market participants to display limit 
orders. Enabling the Exchange to 
continue to compete for retail order flow 
through the RPI Program, as modified by 
the Proposal, should not materially 
detract from the current incentives to 
display limit orders, while potentially 
resulting in greater order interaction and 
price improvement for marketable retail 
orders on a public national securities 
exchange. To the extent that the RPI 
Program may raise Manning Rule and 
best execution issues for broker-dealers, 
these issues are already presented by the 
existing practices of OTC market 
makers.17 

This limited exemption from the Sub- 
Penny Rule is limited solely to the 
operation of the RPI Program by the 
Exchange. This exemption does not 
extend beyond the scope of Exchange 
Rule 11.24. In addition, this exemption 
is conditioned on the Exchange 
continuing to conduct the RPI Program, 
in accordance with Exchange Rule 11.24 
and substantially as described in the 
Exchange’s Exemption Request and the 
Proposal. Any further changes to 
Exchange Rule 11.24 may cause the 
Commission to reconsider this 
exemption. 

III. Conclusion 
It is therefore ordered, pursuant to 

Rule 612(d) of Regulation NMS, that the 
Exchange is granted a limited 
exemption from Rule 612 of Regulation 
NMS with respect to the operation of 
the RPI Program as set forth in Exchange 
Rule 11.24 to allow the Exchange to 
accept and rank RPI Interest priced 
equal to or greater than $1.00 per share 
in increments of $0.001. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.18 
J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01119 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 
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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Release No. 34–104626; File No. SR– 
NASDAQ–2026–003] 

Self-Regulatory Organizations; The 
Nasdaq Stock Market LLC; Notice of 
Filing and Immediate Effectiveness of 
Proposed Rule Change To Amend the 
Pricing Schedule for Exchange-Traded 
Products To Add Class ETF Shares, 
Eliminate Prorated Refunds for 
Liquidations, and Make Modifications 
to the Designated Liquidity Provider 
and Market Quality Supporter Incentive 
Programs 

January 16, 2026. 
Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the 

Securities Exchange Act of 1934 
(‘‘Act’’),1 and Rule 19b–4 thereunder,2 
notice is hereby given that on January 
12, 2026, The Nasdaq Stock Market LLC 
(‘‘Nasdaq’’ or ‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘SEC’’ or ‘‘Commission’’) the proposed 
rule change as described in Items I, II, 
and III below, which Items have been 
prepared by the Exchange. The 
Commission is publishing this notice to 
solicit comments on the proposed rule 
change from interested persons. 

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Terms of Substance of 
the Proposed Rule Change 

The Exchange proposes to amend the 
Exchange’s fees and incentives for 
Exchange-Traded Products (‘‘ETPs’’) by: 
(i) adding Class ETF Shares (as defined 
below) to the listing fees and pricing 
programs applicable to other Nasdaq- 
listed ETPs; (ii) eliminating prorated 
refunds for ETP liquidations; (iii) 
modifying how certain market quality 
metrics in the Designated Liquidity 
Provider (as defined below) and Market 
Quality Supporter (as defined below) 
programs will be calculated; and (iv) 
modifying how Low Volume ETPs (as 
defined below) will be measured for 
purposes of Market Quality Supporter 
assignments. 

The text of the proposed rule change 
is available on the Exchange’s website at 
https://listingcenter.nasdaq.com/ 
rulebook/nasdaq/rulefilings, and at the 
principal office of the Exchange. 

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

In its filing with the Commission, the 
Exchange included statements 
concerning the purpose of and basis for 

the proposed rule change and discussed 
any comments it received on the 
proposed rule change. The text of these 
statements may be examined at the 
places specified in Item IV below. The 
Exchange has prepared summaries, set 
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of 
the most significant aspects of such 
statements. 

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement of the Purpose of, and 
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule 
Change 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of the proposed rule 
change is to amend the Exchange’s fees 
and incentives for ETPs by: (i) adding 
Class ETF Shares 3 listed pursuant to 
Rule 5703 to the Exchange’s listing fees 
and pricing programs applicable to 
other Nasdaq-listed ETPs; (ii) 
eliminating pro-rated refunds for ETP 
liquidations; (iii) modifying how certain 
market quality metrics in the Designated 
Liquidity Provider 4 (‘‘DLP’’) and Market 
Quality Supporter 5 (‘‘MQS’’) programs 
will be calculated; and (iv) modifying 
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6 As presently used in the MQS program, the term 
‘‘Low Volume’’ ETPs means ETPs with a monthly 
ADV of 1 million shares or less in the prior month. 
See current Equity 7, Section 114(g)(4)(A). 

7 See Securities Exchange Release No. 104252 
(November 24, 2025), 90 FR 54781 (November 28, 
2025) (SR–NASDAQ–2025–037). 

8 The Exchange notes that it assesses separate 
listing fees in Rule 5930 for Selected Equity-linked 
Debt Securities (‘‘SEEDS’’) and other securities 
listed pursuant to Rules 5715 and 5730, 
respectively. The Exchange assesses separate listing 
fees in Rule 5935 for Non-Convertible Bonds listed 
pursuant to Rule 5702. For all other securities listed 
under the Rule 5700 Series, the listing fees in Rule 
5940 would apply. 

9 Today, the other securities listed under the Rule 
5700 Series that are covered by the listing fees in 
Rule 5940 include Portfolio Depository Receipts, 
Index Fund Shares, Managed Fund Shares, 
Exchange Traded Fund Shares, Commodity-Based 
Trust Shares, Currency Trust Shares, Commodity 
Index Trust Shares, Commodity Futures Trust 
Shares, Partnership Units, Trust Units, Managed 
Trust Shares, Linked Securities and NextShares. 

10 ‘‘Company’’ means the issuer of a security 
listed or applying to list on Nasdaq. For purposes 
of the Rule 5000 Series, the term ‘‘Company’’ 
includes an issuer that is not incorporated, such as, 
for example, a limited partnership. See Rule 
5005(a)(6). 

11 A security may be designated as a ‘‘Qualified 
Security’’ if: (A) it is an exchange-traded product 
listed on Nasdaq pursuant to Nasdaq Rules 5704, 
5705, 5710, 5711, 5713, 5715, 5720, 5735, 5745, 
5750 or 5760; and (B) it has one Designated 
Liquidity Provider (for the DLP program) or at least 
one Market Quality Supporter (for the MQS 
program). See current Equity 7, Sections 114(f)(1) 
and 114(g)(1). 

12 The Exchange recently adopted the current 
iteration of the DLP program and the new MQS 
program in SR–NASDAQ–2025–102. See Securities 
Exchange Act Release No. 104444 (December 18, 
2025), 90 FR 60168 (December 23, 2025). 

how Low Volume ETPs 6 will be 
measured for purposes of MQS 
assignments. 

The Exchange initially filed the 
proposed pricing changes on January 2, 
2026 (SR–NASDAQ–2026–001). On 
January 12, 2026, the Exchange 
withdrew that filing and submitted this 
filing. 

Class ETF Shares 

The Exchange recently received 
approval to list and trade Class ETF 
Shares pursuant to Rule 5703.7 The 
Exchange now proposes to amend its 
listing fees in Rule 5940 to begin 
charging the same fees it presently 
assesses to the vast majority of other 
ETPs listed on the Exchange.8 First, the 
introductory paragraph of Rule 5940 
will be expanded to clarify that the 
securities covered by this Rule include, 
but are not limited to, Class ETF 
Shares.9 Second, the Exchange proposes 
to add Class ETF Shares to the list of 
ETPs covered by Rule 5940(a). As a 
result of this change, when a 
Company 10 submits an application for 
listing a series of Class ETF Shares, 
there shall be no initial listing fee or 
application fee. This mirrors how the 
Exchange currently charges no initial 
listing or application fees for the other 
ETPs covered by Rule 5940(a). Third, 
the Exchange proposes to add Class ETF 
Shares to the list of ETPs covered by 
Rule 5940(b). As a result, the issuer of 
a series of Class ETF Shares will be 

assessed an annual listing fee of $4,000 
per product, consistent with how the 
other ETPs covered by Rule 5940(b) are 
charged today. 

The Exchange also proposes to add 
Class ETF Shares to the list of ETPs that 
may be designated as a Qualified 
Security 11 under the Exchange’s DLP 
and MQS programs under Equity 7, 
Sections 114(f)(1) and 114(g)(1), 
respectively. The Exchange currently 
offers rebates and stipends under the 
DLP and MQS programs, which applies 
to transactions in a Qualified Security 
by the DLP or MQS associated with its 
DLP or MQS program market participant 
identifier (‘‘MPID’’). Both the DLP and 
MQS programs are intended to 
encourage DLPs and MQSs to maintain 
better market quality in Nasdaq-listed 
securities. While there are currently no 
Class ETF Shares listed and trading on 
the Exchange pursuant to Rule 5703, the 
Exchange believes that any future Class 
ETF Shares would benefit from support 
from a market quality perspective, 
consistent with the other ETPs 
designated as Qualified Securities under 
the DLP and MQS programs. 

ETP Liquidation Refunds 

Today, pursuant to Rule 5940(b)(7), 
the Exchange refunds liquidations a 
portion of the $4,000 annual listing fee 
on a prorated basis based on the number 
of months listed during the calendar 
year of liquidation. The Exchange has 
determined that the prorated refund is 

not operationally efficient for ETP 
liquidations. Following liquidation, 
ETPs cease operations, making it 
necessary to engage in additional 
backend processing and coordination 
with sponsors or other third-party 
service providers in order to identify 
refund recipients and complete 
payment. Accordingly, the Exchange 
will no longer provide a prorated refund 
of the $4,000 annual listing fee for ETP 
liquidations, and proposes to eliminate 
the language in Rule 5940(b)(7). 

DLP and MQS Market Quality Metrics 

Pursuant to Equity 7, Sections 114(f) 
and 114(g), the Exchange presently 
maintains a DLP program and MQS 
program, each of which are designed to 
enhance liquidity and market quality in 
Nasdaq-listed ETPs by providing 
incentives to the DLP or MQS for an 
ETP that is designated as a Qualified 
Security. The MQS program is designed 
to complement the DLP program by 
allowing up to three MQSs per Nasdaq- 
listed ETP to support market quality for 
Low Volume ETPs. As set out in Equity 
7, Section 114(f)(4) and Section 
114(g)(4), the DLP and MQS programs 
use market quality performance 
standards (‘‘Market Quality Metrics’’ or 
‘‘MQMs’’) based on the ETP’s 
underlying investment strategy, which 
determine eligibility for DLP and MQS 
program incentives.12 The MQMs for 
the DLP program as set out in Equity 7, 
Section 114(f)(4)(B) are as follows: 

Market quality metrics High volume 
ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group A 

ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group B 

ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group C 

ETPs 

Time at the NBBO with a minimum notional size of $5,000 ........... 40% 45% 45% 45% 
Average Notional Depth within 25 basis points of the NBBO ......... $75,000 $40,000 $30,000 $20,000 
Average Spread in basis points ...................................................... 25 35 60 100 
Auction Reference Price Difference (Opening) of first reference 

price within 30 seconds prior to the market open must be within 
basis points .................................................................................. 150 150 150 150 

Auction Reference Price Difference (Closing) of first reference 
price within 120 seconds prior to the market close must be 
within basis points ........................................................................ 50 50 50 50 

Auction Spread in basis points with $37,500 notional depth 
(Opening) ..................................................................................... 75 105 180 300 
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13 See proposed Equity 7, Section 114(f)(4)(B). 
14 See proposed Equity 7, Section 114(g)(4)(B). 15 See supra note 12. 

16 The term average daily volume (‘‘ADV’’) means 
the total consolidated volume reported to all 
consolidated transaction reporting plans, for each 
individual security, by all exchanges and trade 
reporting facilities during a month divided by the 
number of trading days during the month. If a 
security is not listed for a full month, the number 
of trading days will only include the days which 
the security is listed. See Equity 7, Section 114(g). 

Market quality metrics High volume 
ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group A 

ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group B 

ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group C 

ETPs 

Auction Spread in basis points with $75,000 notional depth (Clos-
ing) ............................................................................................... 25 35 60 100 

The MQMs for the MQS program as 
set out in Equity 7, Section 114(g)(4)(B) 
are as follows: 

Market quality metrics 
Investment 

strategy Group A 
ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group B 

ETPs 

Investment 
strategy Group C 

ETPs 

Average Notional Depth within 75 basis points of the NBBO ................................... $125,000 $75,000 $50,000 
Average Spread in basis points ................................................................................ 35 60 100 
Auction Spread in basis points with $37,500 notional depth (Opening) ................... 105 180 300 
Auction Spread in basis points with $75,000 notional depth (Closing) .................... 35 60 100 

Today, these Market Quality Metrics 
are generally measured on average in 
the assigned ETP during regular market 
hours, except the Auction Spread 
(opening and closing) metrics are 
measured at and directly before each 
auction, respectively, against the 
metrics and averaged for the period. 

The Exchange now proposes to amend 
how it calculates the following MQMs 
when the DLP or MQS does not meet 
the applicable notional requirements on 
a given trading day: the Time at the 
NBBO with a minimum notional size of 
$5,000 (DLP program only), Auction 
Spread in basis points with $37,500 
notional depth (Opening), and Auction 
Spread in basis points with $75,000 
notional depth (Closing). Under the 
proposal, if a DLP fails to meet the 
notional thresholds for the metrics of 
Time at the NBBO and Auction Spread 
(both opening and closing) on a given 
day, that day will be excluded from 
those average calculations. However, to 
ensure consistent participation, the DLP 
will have to meet the applicable 
notional thresholds on at least 50% of 
the days in a given month.13 Otherwise, 
the DLP will be deemed to have failed 
that MQM for that month. Likewise, if 
a MQS fails to meet the notional 
thresholds for Auction Spread (both 
opening and closing) metrics on a given 
day, that day will be excluded from 
those average calculations, except that 
the MQS must meet such notional 
thresholds at least 50% of the days in 
a given month.14 

The Time at the NBBO and Auction 
Spread (opening and closing) metrics 
each include a minimum notional size 
requirement as a component of the 
applicable quoting obligation. When a 
DLP or a MQS does not meet the 

required notional threshold on a given 
trading day, the resulting quote does not 
reflect the same level of liquidity 
provision (even if it met the requisite 
quoting obligation) compared to a quote 
that satisfies the notional threshold and 
the requisite quoting obligation. The 
Exchange therefore believes that 
including such days in the monthly 
average calculation would not provide 
an accurate measure of DLP and MQS 
performance. At the same time, 
requiring DLPs and MQSs to meet the 
notional thresholds on at least 50% of 
the trading days ensures that DLPs and 
MQSs provide consistent and 
appropriate liquidity throughout the 
month. 

The Exchange recently adopted the 
above MQMs containing dual 
requirements as part of SR–NASDAQ– 
2025–102.15 As discussed in that rule 
filing, the Exchange did not require 
DLPs and MQSs to meet the MQMs in 
the amended DLP program and new 
MQS program for the month of 
December 2025 in order to provide them 
with adequate time to transition to the 
MQMs, including the new ones with 
dual requirements like the Time at the 
NBBO and Auction Spread (opening 
and closing) metrics. January 2026 is 
therefore the first month that these new 
MQMs go into effect for DLPs and 
MQSs. Accordingly, the proposed 50% 
threshold discussed above is not a 
reduction of existing obligations, but 
rather a clarification of how the new 
dual requirements will be evaluated 
each month. 

MQS Program Eligibility 
Today, the Exchange offers the MQS 

program in Equity 7, Section 114(g), 
which allows up to three MQSs per 
Nasdaq-listed ETP to support market 

quality for Low Volume ETPs. Under 
the current rules, eligibility for the MQS 
program is based on the ETP’s trading 
volume, as measured by its average 
daily volume (‘‘ADV’’) 16 during the 
prior month. Today, ETPs with a 
monthly ADV of 1 million shares or less 
in the prior month qualify as Low 
Volume ETPs and may be eligible for 
MQS assignment and associated MQS 
incentives. Because the Low Volume 
ETP threshold is calculated month-by- 
month, an ETP’s eligibility for the MQS 
program may change as the ETP’s 
trading volume fluctuates over time. 
Under the current framework, this can 
result in ETPs automatically moving in 
and out of the MQS program based on 
short-term changes in trading activity. 

The Exchange now proposes in Equity 
7, Section 114(g)(4)(A) to amend how 
eligibility for the MQS program will be 
determined and reviewed. Specifically, 
the Exchange proposes to amend the 
definition of Low Volume ETPs as ETPs 
with a monthly ADV of 1 million shares 
or less in the prior month, measured at 
the time the MQS is assigned in the 
MQS program with respect to such ETP. 
The Exchange also proposes to add the 
following provision in Section 
114(g)(4)(A) to specify how the 
Exchange will review for MQS program 
eligibility: ‘‘Annually, the Exchange will 
review ETPs with MQS assignments and 
those that are above 1 million shares 
ADV on average over the prior year will 
be removed from the program.’’ The 
Exchange believes that the proposed 
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17 15 U.S.C. 78f(b). 
18 15 U.S.C. 78f(b)(4) and (5). 
19 NetCoalition v. SEC, 615 F.3d 525, 539 (D.C. 

Cir. 2010) (quoting Securities Exchange Act Release 
No. 59039 (December 2, 2008), 73 FR 74770, 74782– 
83 (December 9, 2008) (SR–NYSEArca–2006–21)). 

20 Securities Exchange Act Release No. 51808 
(June 9, 2005), 70 FR 37496, 37499 (June 29, 2005) 
(‘‘Regulation NMS Adopting Release’’). 21 See supra notes 8 and 9. 

22 See supra note 9. 
23 See e.g., Rule 5930. 

changes will provide transparency and 
predictability regarding MQS program 
eligibility. 

2. Statutory Basis 

The Exchange believes that its 
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b) 
of the Act,17 in general, and furthers the 
objectives of Sections 6(b)(4) and 6(b)(5) 
of the Act,18 in particular, in that it 
provides for the equitable allocation of 
reasonable dues, fees and other charges 
among members and issuers and other 
persons using any facility, and is not 
designed to permit unfair 
discrimination between customers, 
issuers, brokers, or dealers. 

The Exchange’s proposed changes to 
its schedule of credits are reasonable in 
several respects. As a threshold matter, 
the Exchange is subject to significant 
competitive forces in the market for 
equity securities transaction services 
that constrain its pricing determinations 
in that market. The fact that this market 
is competitive has long been recognized 
by the courts. In NetCoalition v. 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
the D.C. Circuit stated as follows: ‘‘[n]o 
one disputes that competition for order 
flow is ‘fierce.’ . . . As the SEC 
explained, ‘[i]n the U.S. national market 
system, buyers and sellers of securities, 
and the broker-dealers that act as their 
order-routing agents, have a wide range 
of choices of where to route orders for 
execution’; [and] ‘no exchange can 
afford to take its market share 
percentages for granted’ because ‘no 
exchange possesses a monopoly, 
regulatory or otherwise, in the execution 
of order flow from broker 
dealers’. . . .’’ 19 

The Commission and the courts have 
repeatedly expressed their preference 
for competition over regulatory 
intervention in determining prices, 
products, and services in the securities 
markets. In Regulation NMS, while 
adopting a series of steps to improve the 
current market model, the Commission 
highlighted the importance of market 
forces in determining prices and SRO 
revenues and, also, recognized that 
current regulation of the market system 
‘‘has been remarkably successful in 
promoting market competition in its 
broader forms that are most important to 
investors and listed companies.’’ 20 

Numerous indicia demonstrate the 
competitive nature of this market. For 
example, clear substitutes to the 
Exchange exist in the market for equity 
security transaction services. The 
Exchange is only one of several equity 
venues to which market participants 
may direct their order flow. Within this 
environment, market participants can 
freely and often do shift their order flow 
among the Exchange and competing 
venues in response to changes in their 
respective pricing schedules. As such, 
the proposal represents a reasonable 
attempt by the Exchange to increase its 
liquidity and market share relative to its 
competitors. 

Class ETF Shares 
The Exchange believes that the 

proposed changes to add Class ETF 
Shares to the listing fees set forth in 
Rule 5940 are reasonable because they 
would align the fees charged to the vast 
majority of other ETPs listed on the 
Exchange.21 Specifically with the 
proposed changes, the Exchange would 
assess Class ETF Shares no initial listing 
fee or application fee and an annual 
listing fee of $4,000 per product, 
consistent with the other ETPs covered 
by Rule 5940. Similar to the other ETPs 
covered by Rule 5940, the Exchange 
believes that the annual listing fee of 
$4,000 per product for Class ETF Shares 
are reasonable and necessary to support 
the anticipated Exchange costs 
associated with listing and trading Class 
ETF Shares on the Exchange, including 
costs related issuer services and listing 
administration. The Exchange further 
believes that its proposal is equitable 
and not unfairly discriminatory because 
the listing fees in Rule 5940 will apply 
uniformly to all issuers of Class ETF 
Shares on the Exchange. 

The Exchange also believes that it is 
reasonable to expand the list of ETPs 
that may be designated as a Qualified 
Security under the DLP and MQS 
programs to add Class ETF Shares 
because these incentive programs are 
designed to encourage better market 
quality. By adding Class ETF Shares to 
these programs, the Exchange believes 
that these ETPs would benefit from 
market quality support, similar to the 
other ETPs that are currently designated 
as Qualified Securities in Equity 7, 
Sections 114(f)(1) and 114(g)(1). The 
Exchange further believes that its 
proposal to add Class ETF Shares as 
Qualified Securities in the DLP and 
MQS programs is equitable and not 
unfairly discriminatory because it will 
apply uniformly to all issuers of Class 
ETF Shares on the Exchange. The 

Exchange believes that its proposal is 
equitable and not unfairly 
discriminatory because the expanded 
list of securities that may be designated 
as a Qualified Security under the DLP 
and MQS programs would allow for 
more ETPs to be designated as Qualified 
Securities and thereby allow more DLPs 
and MQSs to receive incentives under 
the respective programs in exchange for 
meeting MQMs that are designed to 
improve market quality in Qualified 
Securities. Further, the tightened 
spreads and increased liquidity from the 
proposal will benefit all market 
participants and investors by deepening 
the Exchange’s liquidity pool, offering 
additional flexibility for all investors to 
enjoy cost savings, supporting the 
quality of price discovery, enhancing 
quoting competition across exchanges, 
promoting market transparency, and 
improving investor protection. 
Accordingly, the Exchange believes that 
the proposal is equitable and not 
unfairly discriminatory because it 
would improve the quality of the 
Nasdaq market to the benefit of all 
market participants and investors. 

ETP Liquidation Refunds 
The Exchange believes that its 

proposal to sunset the prorated refund 
of the annual listing fee for ETP 
liquidations in Rule 5940(b)(7) is 
reasonable because the proposed change 
will increase the efficiency of operating 
the Exchange’s fee program. As 
discussed above, the liquidation refund 
process currently requires additional 
and individualized handling to identify 
refund recipients and complete 
payment. The Exchange further believes 
that the proposal is equitable and not 
unfairly discriminatory because it will 
apply uniformly to all ETPs covered by 
Rule 5940 and the issuers of such 
ETPs.22 Lastly, the Exchange notes that 
it does not presently provide a prorated 
refund of annual listing fees for 
liquidations of other types of listed 
ETPs.23 

DLP and MQS Market Quality Metrics 
The Exchange believes that the 

proposed changes to the DLP and MQS 
programs are reasonable because the 
changes will clarify how certain MQMs 
(i.e., Time at the NBBO for the DLP 
program and Auction Spread (opening 
and closing) for both the DLP and MQS 
programs) are calculated when a DLP or 
a MQS does not meet the applicable 
notional threshold on a given trading 
day. As discussed above, these MQMs 
each include a minimum notional size 
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24 See supra note 12. 25 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A)(ii). 

requirement as a component of the 
applicable quoting obligation. When the 
DLP or MQS does not meet the notional 
threshold on a given day, the resulting 
quote does not reflect the same level of 
liquidity provision as a quote that 
satisfies the full requirement. Excluding 
such days from the monthly average 
calculation would ensure that these 
Market Quality Metrics are based on 
comparable and meaningful 
performance data of the DLP and MQS. 
At the same time, the Exchange believes 
that requiring the DLP and MQS to meet 
the applicable notional threshold at 
least 50% of the days in a given month 
is a reasonable participation standard 
that is designed to ensure consistent and 
appropriate liquidity provision. Further, 
the Exchange recently adopted the 
foregoing MQMs with dual 
requirements as part of SR–NASDAQ– 
2025–102.24 As discussed in that rule 
filing, the Exchange did not require 
DLPs and MQSs to meet the MQMs in 
the amended DLP program and new 
MQS program for the month of 
December 2025 in order to provide them 
with adequate time to transition to the 
MQMs, including the new ones with 
dual requirements like the Time at the 
NBBO and Auction Spread (opening 
and closing) metrics. January 2026 is 
therefore the first month that these new 
MQMs go into effect for DLPs and 
MQSs. Accordingly, the proposed 50% 
threshold discussed above is not a 
reduction of existing obligations, but 
rather a clarification of how the new 
dual requirements will be evaluated 
each month. 

The Exchange also believes that the 
proposed changes to the DLP and MQS 
program MQMs described above are 
equitable and not unfairly 
discriminatory because the changes will 
apply uniformly to all DLPs and MQSs. 
The Exchange believes the proposal will 
improve the administration of the DLP 
and MQS programs while continuing to 
encourage meaningful liquidity that 
benefits all market participants. 

MQS Program Eligibility 
The Exchange believes that the 

proposed changes to the MQS program 
discussed above are reasonable because 
they establish a clear and transparent 
framework for determining MQS 
eligibility while recognizing that ETP 
volume may fluctuate over time. 
Measuring volume at the time of MQS 
assignment provides market participants 
with certainty regarding program 
eligibility, while the proposed annual 
review ensures that ETPs that 
experience sustained increases in 

trading volume no longer receive 
incentives intended for lower-volume 
products. The Exchange believes that an 
annual review strikes an appropriate 
balance between accuracy and 
predictability by avoiding frequent 
month-to-month changes that could 
create confusion for ETP issuers and 
MQSs, while still ensuring that the MQS 
incentives are aligned with the 
program’s objectives to provide market 
quality in lower volume ETPs. 

The Exchange further believes that its 
proposal is equitable and not unfairly 
discriminatory because it would apply 
uniformly to all members that choose to 
participate as MQSs. The proposal is 
intended to provide transparency and 
predictability regarding MQS eligibility, 
which may in turn fortify participation 
in the MQS program and promote 
market quality in Low Volume ETPs, to 
the benefit of all market participants. 

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement on Burden on Competition 

The Exchange does not believe that 
the proposed rule change will impose 
any burden on competition not 
necessary or appropriate in furtherance 
of the purposes of the Act. Specifically, 
the Exchange does not believe that the 
proposed changes discussed above will 
impose an undue burden on intra- 
market competition because the changes 
will apply uniformly to all similarly 
situated market participants. As it 
relates to the proposed changes to the 
DLP and MQS programs, to the extent 
these changes result in greater 
participation in these incentive 
programs, the Exchange believes that 
the resulting improvement in market 
quality in Nasdaq-listed ETPs would 
benefit all market participants through 
additional trading opportunities, tighter 
spreads, and enhanced price discovery. 

In terms of inter-market competition, 
the Exchange notes that it operates in a 
highly competitive market in which 
market participants can readily favor 
competing venues if they deem fee 
levels at a particular venue to be 
excessive, or rebate opportunities 
available at other venues to be more 
favorable. In such an environment, the 
Exchange must continually adjust its 
fees to remain competitive with other 
exchanges and with alternative trading 
systems that have been exempted from 
compliance with the statutory standards 
applicable to exchanges. Because 
competitors are free to modify their own 
fees in response, and because market 
participants may readily adjust their 
order routing practices, the Exchange 
believes that the degree to which fee 
changes in this market may impose any 
burden on competition is extremely 

limited. In sum, if the changes proposed 
herein are unattractive to market 
participants, it is likely that the 
Exchange will lose market share as a 
result. Accordingly, the Exchange does 
not believe that the proposed changes 
will impair the ability of members or 
competing order execution venues to 
maintain their competitive standing in 
the financial markets. 

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s 
Statement on Comments on the 
Proposed Rule Change Received From 
Members, Participants, or Others 

No written comments were either 
solicited or received. 

III. Date of Effectiveness of the 
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for 
Commission Action 

The foregoing rule change has become 
effective pursuant to Section 
19(b)(3)(A)(ii) of the Act.25 

At any time within 60 days of the 
filing of the proposed rule change, the 
Commission summarily may 
temporarily suspend such rule change if 
it appears to the Commission that such 
action is: (i) necessary or appropriate in 
the public interest; (ii) for the protection 
of investors; or (iii) otherwise in 
furtherance of the purposes of the Act. 
If the Commission takes such action, the 
Commission shall institute proceedings 
to determine whether the proposed rule 
should be approved or disapproved. 

IV. Solicitation of Comments 
Interested persons are invited to 

submit written data, views, and 
arguments concerning the foregoing, 
including whether the proposed rule 
change is consistent with the Act. 
Comments may be submitted by any of 
the following methods: 

Electronic Comments 

• Use the Commission’s internet 
comment form (https://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml); or 

• Send an email to rule-comments@
sec.gov. Please include file number SR– 
NASDAQ–2026–003 on the subject line. 

Paper Comments 

• Send paper comments in triplicate 
to Secretary, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 100 F Street NE, 
Washington, DC 20549–1090. 
All submissions should refer to file 
number SR–NASDAQ–2026–003. This 
file number should be included on the 
subject line if email is used. To help the 
Commission process and review your 
comments more efficiently, please use 
only one method. The Commission will 
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26 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12). 1 42 U.S.C. 1382c(a)(3)(C)(i). 

2 Certain exceptions to medical improvement may 
apply, under which disability can be found to have 
ended even though medical improvement has not 
occurred. 42 U.S.C. 1382c(a)(4)(B), (C). Those 
exceptions are not relevant here. 

3 65 FR 54747 (September 11, 2000). 

post all comments on the Commission’s 
internet website (https://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the filing will 
be available for inspection and copying 
at the principal office of the Exchange. 
Do not include personal identifiable 
information in submissions; you should 
submit only information that you wish 
to make available publicly. We may 
redact in part or withhold entirely from 
publication submitted material that is 
obscene or subject to copyright 
protection. All submissions should refer 
to file number SR–NASDAQ–2026–003 
and should be submitted on or before 
February 12, 2026. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.26 

J. Matthew DeLesDernier, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01120 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

[Docket No. SSA–2024–0020] 

Social Security Ruling, SSR 26–1p; 
Title XVI: Determining Continuing 
Disability at Steps 2 and 3 of the 
Medical Improvement Review Standard 
Sequential Evaluation Process for 
Children Under Age 18—Functional 
Equivalence 

AGENCY: Social Security Administration 
(SSA). 
ACTION: Notice of Social Security Ruling 
(SSR). 

SUMMARY: We are providing notice of 
SSR 26–1p. This SSR simplifies our 
process for determining continuing 
disability at steps 2 and 3 of the medical 
improvement review standard for 
children under age 18 who receive 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
under title XVI of the Social Security 
Act. 
DATES: We will apply this notice on 
March 23, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael J. Goldstein, Disability Policy, 
Social Security Administration, 6401 
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 
21235–6401, telephone: (410) 965–1020. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Although 
5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) and (a)(2) do not 
require it, we are publishing this SSR in 
accordance with 20 CFR 402.160(b)(1). 
Although SSRs do not have the same 
force and effect as statutes or 
regulations, they are binding on all 
components of SSA (20 CFR 
402.160(b)(1)). 

We use SSRs to make available to the 
public precedential final opinions, 
orders, and statements of policy and 
interpretation relating to the Federal 
old-age, survivors, disability, 
supplemental security income, and 
special veterans benefits programs. We 
may base SSRs on determinations or 
decisions made at all levels of our 
administrative review process, Federal 
court decisions, decisions of our 
Commissioner, opinions from our Office 
of the General Counsel, or other 
interpretations of the law and 
regulations. 

This SSR will remain in effect until 
we publish a notice in the Federal 
Register that rescinds it, or we publish 
a new SSR that replaces or modifies it. 

(Federal Assistance Listings No. 
96.006—Supplemental Security 
Income.) 

Mark A. Steffensen, 
General Counsel, Social Security 
Administration. 

Policy Interpretation Ruling 

SSR 26–1p: Title XVI: Determining 
Continuing Disability at Steps 2 and 3 
of the Medical Improvement Review 
Standard Sequential Evaluation Process 
for Children Under Age 18—Functional 
Equivalence. 

This SSR rescinds and replaces SSR 
05–03p. 

Purpose: This SSR simplifies the way 
we determine continuing disability at 
steps 2 and 3 of the medical 
improvement review standard (MIRS) 
sequential evaluation process for 
children under age 18 described in 20 
CFR 416.994a(b)(2). It also demonstrates 
how to apply functional equivalence at 
steps 2 and 3. 

Citations (Authority): 42 U.S.C. 1382c 
(a)(3), (a)(4), and (c) of the Social 
Security Act; 20 CFR 416.924, 416.925, 
416.926, 416.926a, and 416.994a. 

Dates: We will apply this notice on 
March 23, 2026. 

Introduction 

A child under age 18 is disabled 
under title XVI of the Social Security 
Act if they have a medically 
determinable impairment or 
combination of impairments that results 
in marked and severe functional 
limitations and lasts or can be expected 
to last for at least 12 months or is 
expected to result in death.1 We will 
find that an impairment(s) causes 
marked and severe functional 
limitations if it meets or medically 
equals the requirements of a listing, or 

if it functionally equals the listings (20 
CFR 416.924(d)). 

We periodically conduct a continuing 
disability review (CDR) to determine 
whether a child’s disability continues. 
We will find a child is no longer 
disabled if their impairment(s) has 
medically improved and no longer 
results in marked and severe functional 
limitations.2 We use a three-step 
sequential evaluation process to 
determine whether a child’s disability 
continues or ends, as outlined in 20 CFR 
416.994a(b). This process is known as 
the medical improvement review 
standard (MIRS). As part of the MIRS 
process, we again consider whether a 
child’s impairment(s) meets, medically 
equals, or functionally equals the 
listings (20 CFR 416.994a(a)(1) and 
416.994a(b)(3)). 

Effective January 2, 2001, we revised 
our rules to simplify the evaluation of 
functional equivalence.3 Following that 
change, we issued SSR 05–03p to 
instruct adjudicators on how to apply 
the revised functional equivalence rule 
in the CDR process for children under 
age 18. SSR 05–03p included two sets 
of instructions, to be applied to CDRs 
for children depending on whether the 
most recent favorable determination or 
decision (comparison point decision 
(CPD)) was issued before January 2, 
2001, or on or after this date. There is 
no longer a population for whom a CPD 
issued before January 2, 2001 could 
apply because such an individual would 
have attained an age greater than 18 (the 
youngest of which would be at least age 
24). Since, by definition, there are no 
longer any child cases with a CPD 
before January 2, 2001, we no longer 
need instructions for those types of 
cases. Consequently, it is appropriate for 
us to remove the obsolete text in SSR 
05–03p and simplify our subregulatory 
guidance by including only relevant 
material. 

We are also simplifying the 
instructions for considering functional 
equivalence in cases with a CPD on or 
after January 2, 2001. For those cases, 
SSR 05–03p instructed adjudicators to 
consider functional equivalence twice 
in the CDR process and we are 
eliminating that redundancy. For these 
reasons, we are rescinding SSR 05–3p. 

Policy Interpretation 
When we conduct a CDR for children 

under age 18, we use a three-step MIRS 
sequential evaluation process outlined 
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4 As noted, certain exceptions to medical 
improvement may apply, under which disability 
can be found to have ended even though medical 
improvement has not occurred. See 20 CFR 
416.994(a)(1), (e), and (f). 5 65 FR 54747 (September 11, 2000). 

in 20 CFR 416.994a(b). Below, we 
explain how we are simplifying that 
process. 

Step 1 of the MIRS Sequential 
Evaluation Process 

At step 1, we determine whether there 
has been medical improvement in the 
impairment(s) that was present at the 
time of the most recent favorable 
determination or decision (20 CFR 
416.994a(b)(1)). We refer to the 
impairment(s) that was present at the 
time of the most recent favorable 
determination or decision as the CPD 
impairment(s). If there has been no 
medical improvement in the CPD 
impairment(s), we find that the child’s 
disability continues.4 If there has been 
medical improvement, we proceed to 
step 2 (20 CFR 416.994a(b)(2)). 

Step 2 of the MIRS Sequential 
Evaluation Process 

At step 2, we determine whether the 
CPD impairment(s) still meets or 
medically equals the severity of the 
listed impairment that it met or equaled 
at the time of the CPD. We consider the 
listing as it was written at the time of 
the CPD, even if the listing has since 
been revised or removed (20 CFR 
416.994a(b)(2)). 

If the CPD impairment(s) met or 
medically equaled a listing: If our 
determination or decision at the time of 
the CPD was that the child’s 
impairment(s) met or medically equaled 
a listing, we consider whether the CPD 
impairment(s) now either meets or 
medically equals that same listing. If it 
does, we find that the child is still 
disabled. 

To determine that the CPD 
impairment(s) currently meets or 
medically equals the CPD listing, we do 
not have to make the same finding we 
made at the CPD. For example, if we 
found at the CPD that the child’s 
impairment(s) met a listing, and now 
the CPD impairment(s) no longer meets 
that listing, but it medically equals that 
listing, we find that the child’s 
disability continues. Similarly, if the 
CPD impairment(s) met or equaled a 
specific subsection of the CPD listing 
(e.g., 103.04B) and now meets or equals 
a different subsection of that listing 
(e.g., 103.04A), we will find that the 
child is still disabled. If the CPD 
impairment(s) does not currently meet 
or medically equal the CPD listing, as 
that listing was written at the time of the 

CPD, we proceed to step 3 (20 CFR 
416.994a(b)(3)). 

If the CPD impairment(s) functionally 
equaled the listings: If our 
determination or decision at the time of 
the CPD was that the child’s 
impairment(s) functionally equaled the 
listings, there is no CPD listing for 
comparison at step 2. Therefore, we will 
not make a finding at step 2 but will 
continue to step 3. 

Step 3 of the MIRS Sequential 
Evaluation Process 

At step 3, we consider all current 
impairments, including the CPD 
impairment(s), any new impairments, 
and impairments not considered at the 
time of the CPD (20 CFR 416.994a(b)(3)). 
We first determine whether the current 
impairment(s) is severe (20 CFR 
416.994a(b)(3)(i)). If so, we determine 
whether the current impairment(s) 
meets or medically equals a current 
listing or functionally equals the 
listings. If the impairment(s) is severe 
and meets or medically equals a listing, 
or functionally equals the listings, we 
will find that the child is still disabled. 
If the impairment(s) is not severe, or the 
impairment(s) is severe but does not 
meet or medically equal a listing and 
does not functionally equal the listings, 
we will find that the child’s disability 
has ceased (20 CFR 416.994a(b)(3)(i)– 
(iii)). 

Why We No Longer Consider Functional 
Equivalence at Step 2 of the MIRS 
Sequential Evaluation Process 

Consistent with 20 CFR 
416.994a(a)(1), which states that we will 
consider whether the CPD 
impairment(s) ‘‘now meets or medically 
or functionally equals the severity of the 
listing it met or equaled at that time,’’ 
SSR 05–03p instructed that adjudicators 
consider if the CPD impairment(s) 
functionally equaled the listings at step 
2 of the CDR sequential evaluation. 

Step 2 of the CDR evaluation ensures 
an individual’s CPD impairments 
continue to be evaluated based on the 
listing requirements that existed at the 
time of the CPD—even if that listing was 
later removed or revised. Considering 
functional equivalence at step 2 was 
appropriate for cases in which the CPD 
was prior to January 2, 2001, because 
functional equivalence in such cases 
was linked to the severity of a specific 
listed impairment that included a 
disabling limitation(s) in its criteria (20 
CFR 416.926a(a) (2000)). 

Effective January 2, 2001, functional 
equivalence is no longer linked to the 
disabling limitation(s) in the criteria of 

a specific listed impairment.5 Beginning 
January 2, 2001, considering the CPD 
impairment(s) at step 2 of the CDR 
process is unnecessary and redundant. 
The step 3 functional equivalence 
analysis considers the interactive and 
cumulative effects of all the child’s 
current impairments, including both 
new and CPD impairments. For these 
reasons, we are eliminating the 
redundancy created by considering 
functional equivalence for the CPD 
impairment(s) at both steps 2 and 3 of 
the CDR process. 

Cross-References: SSR 09–1p: Title 
XVI: Determining Childhood Disability 
Under the Functional Equivalence 
Rule—The ‘‘Whole Child’’ Approach; 
and Program Operations Manual System 
DI 25225.015, DI 25225.020, DI 
25225.025, and DI 28005.030. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01154 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4191–02–P 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

[Public Notice 12912] 

60-Day Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection: Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP) 

ACTION: Notice of request for public 
comment. 

SUMMARY: The Department of State (the 
Department) is seeking Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
approval for the information collection 
described below. In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, we 
are requesting comments on this 
collection from all interested 
individuals and organizations. The 
purpose of this notice is to allow 60 
days for public comment preceding 
submission of the collection to OMB. 
DATES: The Department will accept 
comments from the public up to March 
23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods: 

• Web: Persons with access to the 
internet may comment on this notice by 
going to www.Regulations.gov. You can 
search for the document by entering 
‘‘Docket Number: DOS–2026–0067’’ in 
the Search field. Then click the 
‘‘Comment Now’’ button and complete 
the comment form. 

• Email: OCSRegs@state.gov. 
• Regular Mail: Send written 

comments to: U.S. Department of State, 
CA/OCS/MSU, SA–17, 10th Floor, 
Washington, DC 20522–1710. You must 
include the DS form number (if 
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1 On December 31, 2025, CZNR filed, in Docket 
No. FD 32769, a notice of intent to terminate its 
service on the Line under the CZNR modified 
certificate, effective on March 1, 2026, or such 
earlier or later date as the Board confirms the 
authority of CSO to operate the line under its own 
modified rail certificate. Notice of Intent to 
Terminate Service, Central New England Railroad, 
Inc. Modified Certificate, FD 32769 (Dec. 31, 2025); 
see 49 CFR 1150.24. CSO has authority to 
commence operations at any time. See 49 CFR 
1150.23(a) (‘‘Operations may commence 
immediately upon the filing’’ of the modified 
certificate). 

applicable), information collection title, 
and the OMB control number in any 
correspondence. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Direct requests for additional 
information regarding the collection 
listed in this notice, including requests 
for copies of the proposed collection 
instrument and supporting documents, 
to OCSRegs@state.gov. or CA/OCS/MSU 
at SA–17, 10th Floor, Washington, DC 
20522–1710. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title of Information Collection: Smart 
Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP). 

OMB Control Number: OMB Control 
No. 1405–0152. 

Type of Request: Revision of a 
Currently Approved Collection. 

Originating Office: Bureau of Consular 
Affairs, Overseas Citizens Services (CA/ 
OCS). 

Form Number: DS–4024e, DS–4024. 
Respondents: United States Citizens 

and U.S. non-citizen Nationals, Third 
Country Nationals. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
1,750,000. 

Estimated Number of Responses: 
1,750,000. 

Average Time per Response: 5 
minutes. 

Total Estimated Burden Time: 
145,833 hours. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Obligation to Respond: Voluntary. 
We are soliciting public comments to 

permit the Department to: 
• Evaluate whether the proposed 

information collection is necessary for 
the proper functions of the Department. 

• Evaluate the accuracy of our 
estimate of the time and cost burden for 
this proposed collection, including the 
validity of the methodology and 
assumptions used. 

• Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected. 

• Minimize the reporting burden on 
those who are to respond, including the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Please note that comments submitted 
in response to this Notice are public 
record. Before including any detailed 
personal information, you should be 
aware that your comments as submitted, 
including your personal information, 
will be available for public review. 

Abstract of Proposed Collection 

The Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP) makes it possible for 
U.S. nationals to enroll travel plans or 
simply subscribe to travel messaging. In 
the event of an emergency, natural 

disaster, or international crisis, U.S. 
embassies and consulates rely on this 
information to provide enrollees with 
critical information and assistance. The 
main legal authorities for use of this 
form are 22 U.S.C. 2715 and 22 U.S.C. 
4802(b). 

Methodology 
All responses are received via 

electronic submission on the internet. 
The service is available on the 
Department’s Bureau of Consular Affairs 
website https://mytravel.state.gov/s/ 
step. The paper version of the form is 
not in use though we are seeking its 
reactivation to coincide with third-party 
enrollment capability in STEP’s 
software. 

Elizabeth M. Gracon, 
Managing Director, Overseas Citizens 
Services, Bureau of Consular Affairs, 
Department of State. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01103 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4710–06–P 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

[Docket No. FD 36893] 

Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc.— 
Modified Rail Certificate 

Connecticut Southern Railroad, Inc. 
(CSO), a Class III railroad, has filed a 
notice for a modified certificate of 
public convenience and necessity under 
49 CFR part 1150 subpart C—Modified 
Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity, for CSO to obtain and hold 
common carrier authority to operate the 
Armory Branch Rail Line owned by the 
Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (CTDOT). The Armory 
Branch Rail Line is comprised of the 
following three connecting segments: (1) 
beginning in South Windsor, Conn. at 
approximately Milepost 6.77 and 
Station Point 1160+73 on Valuation 
Map 54.75–22 and continuing northerly 
through the Towns of South Windsor 
and East Windsor to the point of ending 
at approximately Milepost 11.99 and 
Station Point 885+11 on Valuation Map 
54.76–17 (First Segment); (2) beginning 
in East Windsor, Conn. at approximately 
Milepost 11.99 and Station Point 
885+11 on Valuation Map 54.75–17 and 
continuing northerly through the Towns 
of East Windsor and Enfield to the point 
of ending at approximately Milepost 
16.59 and Station Point 642+42 on 
Valuation Map 54.76–13 (Second 
Segment); and (3) beginning in Enfield, 
Conn. at approximately Milepost 16.59 
and Station Point 642+42 on Valuation 
Map 54.76–13 and continuing northerly 
through the Town of Enfield to the point 

of ending at the Connecticut/ 
Massachusetts State Line at 
approximately Milepost 20.24 and 
Station Point 449+63.31 on Valuation 
Map 54.76–09 (Third Segment; 
collectively with the First Second and 
Second Segment, the Line). 

CSO states CTDOT acquired the Line 
in three separate transactions, and notes 
that these transactions are also set forth 
in a 1996 Board decision finding that 
the Line qualified for operation under a 
modified rail certificate. (Notice 2.) See 
Cent. New England R.R.—Modified 
Certificate, Docket No. FD 32769, slip 
op. at 1 n.2 (STB served Mar. 12, 1996). 
According to CSO, Conrail abandoned 
the First Segment, and CTDOT acquired 
it on May 11, 1995. (Notice 2–3.) See 
Conrail Aban. in Hartford Cnty., Conn., 
AB 167 (Sub-No. 984N), slip op. at 1 
(ICC served Feb. 23, 1987). CSO further 
states that CTDOT acquired the Second 
Segment from the Penn Central 
Corporation, and explains that the Penn 
Central Trustee abandoned the segment 
in 1976 pursuant to Section 308 of the 
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 
1973, 45 U.S.C. 744(b). (Notice 3.) CSO 
states that CTDOT acquired the Third 
Segment from Boston and Maine 
Corporation, which abandoned the 
segment in 1993. (Notice 3.) See Boston 
& Me. Corp.—Aban. Exemption—in 
Hartford Cnty, Conn. & Hampden Cnty., 
Mass., AB 32 (Sub-No. 62X) et al., slip 
op. at 1 (ICC served Nov. 24, 1993). CSO 
states that the Central New England 
Railroad, Inc. (CZNR) currently holds a 
modified rail certificate with respect to 
the Line, and has done so since 1996.1 
(Id. at 1–2.) See Cent. New England R.R., 
FD 32769, slip op. at 1–2. 

According to the notice, CSO and 
CTDOT have entered into a Rail Freight 
Service Operation, License and 
Maintenance Agreement that extends 
from January 1, 2026, to December 31, 
2046. (Notice 2, 4, Ex. A.) 

The Line qualifies for a modified 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessity. See Common Carrier Status of 
States, State Agencies & 
Instrumentalities & Pol. Subdivs., FD 
28990F (ICC served July 16, 1981); 49 
CFR 1150.22. CSO states that no subsidy 
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2 Public and confidential versions of both the Rail 
Freight Service Operation, License and 
Maintenance Agreement, and the certificate of 
liability insurance coverage were filed. The 
confidential versions were submitted under seal 
concurrently with a motion for protective order, 
which is addressed in a separate decision. 

is involved and that there will be no 
preconditions that shippers must meet 
to receive service. (Notice 5.) CSO’s 
notice also includes a certificate of 
liability insurance coverage.2 (Notice, 
Ex. B.) 

This notice will be served on the 
Association of American Railroads (Car 
Service Division), as agent for all 
railroads subscribing to the car-service 
and car-hire agreement, at 425 Third 
Street SW, Suite 1000, Washington, DC 
20024; and on the American Short Line 
and Regional Railroad Association at 50 
F Street NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 
20001. 

Board decisions and notices are 
available at www.stb.gov. 

Decided: 
By the Board, Anika S. Cooper, Chief 

Counsel, Office of Chief Counsel. 
Regena Smith-Bernard, 
Clearance Clerk. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01138 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4915–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

[Docket No. FAA–2025–1861] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Requests for Comments; 
Clearance of a New Approval of 
Information Collection: Formal 
Complaints Collection 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, FAA 
invites public comments about our 
intention to request the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) 
approval to renew an information 
collection. The Federal Register Notice 
with a 60-day comment period soliciting 
comments on the following collection of 
information was published on July 21, 
2025. The collection involves the filing 
of a complaint with the FAA alleging a 
violation of any requirement, rule, 
regulation, or order issued under certain 
statutes within the jurisdiction of the 
FAA. The FAA will use the information 
collected to determine if the alleged 
violation warrants investigation or 
action. 

DATES: Written comments should be 
submitted by February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain. Find this particular 
information collection by selecting 
‘‘Currently under 30-day Review—Open 
for Public Comments’’ or by using the 
search function. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nicholas (Cole) R. Milliard by email at: 
cole.milliard@faa.gov; phone: (202) 
704–0389. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Public Comments Invited: You are 
asked to comment on any aspect of this 
information collection, including (a) 
Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for FAA’s 
performance; (b) the accuracy of the 
estimated burden; (c) ways for FAA to 
enhance the quality, utility and clarity 
of the information collection; and (d) 
ways that the burden could be 
minimized without reducing the quality 
of the collected information. 

OMB Control Number: N/A. 
Title: Formal Complaints Collection. 
Form Numbers: N/A. 
Type of Review: New information 

collection. 
Background: The Federal Register 

Notice with a 60-day comment period 
soliciting comments on the following 
collection of information was published 
on July 21, 2025, (90 FR 34334). Under 
14 CFR 13.5(b), a formal complaint 
must: (1) Be submitted to the FAA in 
writing; (2) be identified as a complaint 
seeking an appropriate order or other 
enforcement action; (3) identify the 
subjects of the complaint; (4) state the 
specific statute, rule, regulation, or 
order that each subject allegedly 
violated; (5) contain a concise but 
complete statement of the facts relied 
upon to substantiate each allegation; (6) 
include the name, address, telephone 
number, and email of the person filing 
the complaint; and (7) be signed by the 
person filing the complaint or an 
authorized representative. After the 
FAA confirms that the complaint meets 
these requirements and the limitations 
in 14 CFR 13.3(d) and 13.5(a), it sends 
a copy of the complaint to the subjects 
of the complaint and gives them an 
opportunity to submit a written answer. 
If a complaint does not meet these 
requirements, it is considered a report of 
violation under 14 CFR 13.2. 

The FAA uses the information in the 
complaint and answer to determine if 
there are reasonable grounds for 
investigating the complaint. If the FAA 

determines there are reasonable 
grounds, the FAA proceeds with an 
investigation. If not, the FAA may 
dismiss the complaint and give the 
reason for dismissal in writing to both 
the person who filed the complaint and 
the subjects of the complaint. 

This collection had been approved in 
February 2022 (OMB Control No. 2120– 
0795) but was discontinued in February 
2025 for internal agency review of the 
collection before restarting it. 

Respondents: Formal complaints are 
typically submitted by an individual or 
organization. Almost all formal 
complaints are evenly split between 
three basic categories (complainant 
listed first): Individual vs. individual, 
individual vs. organization, and 
organization vs. organization. 

Frequency: The FAA estimates this 
collection of information would result 
in about seven formal complaints per 
year based on FAA data. 

Estimated Average Burden per 
Response: The estimated average burden 
on the public for each complaint and 
response under § 13.5 is eight hours. It 
would take an individual about four 
hours to write a formal complaint 
acceptable under § 13.5. The FAA 
estimates it would take the subject of 
the complaint about four hours to write 
an answer to the complaint. 

The estimated average burden on the 
FAA for each complaint is eight hours. 
A complaint would take the FAA no 
more than four hours to review to 
confirm it meets the requirements as 
laid out in 14 CFR 13.5(b). The FAA 
would take an additional hour to send 
the complaint to the subjects of that 
complaint. The FAA would then take 
another estimated three hours to 
determine if an investigation would be 
necessary. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden: The 
FAA estimates the total annual 
combined (public + FAA) annual 
burden and cost of the information 
requirements to be about 112 hours. 

For the public, the estimated total 
annual hourly burden would be 56 
hours. For the FAA, the estimated total 
annual hourly burden would be 56 
hours. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 20, 
2026. 

Taneesha Dobyne Marshall, 
Assistant Chief Counsel for Aviation 
Litigation, Aviation Litigation Division, AGC– 
300. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01149 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. FMCSA–2025–0326] 

Motor Carrier Safety Advisory 
Committee; Membership 

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA), U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice; solicitation of 
nominations for membership. 

SUMMARY: The Department solicits 
nominations for membership to serve on 
the Motor Carrier Safety Advisory 
Committee (MCSAC). MCSAC provides 
advice and recommendations to the 
Secretary of Transportation (the 
Secretary) through the Administrator of 
FMCSA about needs, objectives, plans, 
approaches, content, and 
accomplishments of the motor carrier 
safety programs carried out by the 
Administration and motor carrier safety 
regulations. 
DATES: Nominations for MCSAC 
membership must be received on or 
before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: All nomination materials 
should refer to the docket number above 
and be submitted by one of the 
following methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Portal: https:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Dockets Operations, U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 1200 
New Jersey Avenue SE, West Building, 
Ground Floor, Washington, DC 20590– 
0001. 

• Hand Delivery: 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Building, Ground 
Floor, Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Larry W. Minor, Associate 
Administrator for Policy, larry.minor@
dot.gov, (202) 366–4012. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: MCSAC 
was established by the Secretary on 
September 8, 2006, in accordance with 
section 4144 of the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users, and amended 
by section 23003 of the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, to provide 
FMCSA advice and recommendations to 
the Secretary through the Administrator 
of FMCSA on the needs, objectives, 
plans, approaches, content, and 
accomplishments of motor carrier safety 
programs and motor carrier safety 
regulations. MCSAC operates in 
accordance with the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. ch. 10, under 
the terms of the MCSAC charter, last 
renewed on December 18, 2025. 

MCSAC will be continuing, but 
subject to renewal of the charter every 
2 years. The MCSAC is expected to meet 
2 times per year. Unless otherwise 
required by law or approved by the 
Secretary, all meetings will be held 
virtually. 

In this notice, the Department is 
soliciting nominations for membership 
to MCSAC. MCSAC shall report to the 
Secretary through the Administrator of 
FMCSA and comprise no more than 20 
members appointed by the Secretary for 
2-year terms. Members will be selected 
from among individuals who are not 
employees of FMCSA and who are 
specially qualified to serve on MCSAC 
based on their education, training, or 
experience. The members will include 
representatives of the motor carrier 
industry, including small business 
motor carriers and individual 
commercial motor vehicle drivers, 
safety advocates, and safety enforcement 
officials. Representatives of a single 
enumerated interest group may not 
constitute a majority of the MCSAC 
members. The Secretary will designate a 
chairman and vice-chairman of the 
MCSAC from among the members. 
Members must not be officers or 
employees of the Federal Government 
and will serve without pay. 

Past members of the advisory 
committee are welcome to apply. The 
Department is interested in ensuring 
membership is balanced fairly in terms 
of the points of view represented and 
the functions to be performed by the 
advisory committee. 

Request for Nominations 

Process and Deadline for Submitting 
Nominations 

Qualified individuals can self- 
nominate or be nominated by any 
individual or organization. To be 
considered for MCSAC, nominators 
should submit the following 
information: 

(1) Name, title, and relevant contact 
information (including phone, fax, and 
email address) of the individual 
requesting consideration; 

(2) A letter of support from a 
company, union, trade association, 
academic, or nonprofit organization on 
letterhead containing a brief description 
why the nominee should be considered 
for membership; 

(3) A short biography of nominee, 
including professional and academic 
credentials; 

(4) An affirmative statement that the 
nominee meets all MCSAC eligibility 
requirements. 

Please do not send company, trade 
association, or organization brochures or 
any other information. Materials 
submitted should total two pages or 
less. Should more information be 
needed, DOT staff will contact the 
nominee, obtain information from the 
nominee’s past affiliations, or obtain 
information from publicly available 
sources, such as the internet. 

Nominations must be received on or 
before February 23, 2026. Nominees 
selected for appointment to MCSAC will 
be notified by return email and by a 
letter of appointment. 

Issued in Washington, DC. 
Derek D. Barrs, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01156 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–EX–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. FMCSA–2025–0327] 

Medical Review Board; Membership 

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA), U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
(Department or DOT). 
ACTION: Notice; solicitation of 
nominations for membership. 

SUMMARY: The Department solicits 
nominations for membership to serve on 
the Medical Review Board (MRB). MRB 
will provide scientific advice to the 
Secretary of Transportation (the 
Secretary) through the Administrator of 
FMCSA on medical issues, including 
the physical qualification requirements 
for commercial motor vehicle (CMV) 
operators. 

DATES: The deadline for nominations for 
Committee members must be received 
on or before February 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: All nomination materials 
should refer to the docket number above 
and be submitted by one of the 
following methods: 

• Federal Rulemaking Portal: https:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Dockets Operations, U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 1200 
New Jersey Avenue SE, West Building, 
Ground Floor, Washington, DC 20590– 
0001. 

• Hand Delivery: 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Building, Ground 
Floor, Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday, 
except Federal holidays. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Larry W. Minor, Associate 
Administrator for Policy, larry.minor@
dot.gov, (202) 366–4012. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: MRB was 
established by the Secretary on 
September 20, 2005 in accordance with 
section 4116 of the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act: A Legacy for Users, Public Law 
109–59, 119 Stat. 1144, to provide 
FMCSA ‘‘with medical advice and 
recommendations on medical standards 
and guidelines for the physical 
qualifications of operators of 
commercial motor vehicles, medical 
examiner education, and medical 
research’’ (49 U.S.C. 31149(a)(1)). MRB 
operates in accordance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. ch. 
10, and under the terms of the MRB 
charter, last renewed on December 18, 
2025. 

MRB is continuing, but subject to 
renewal of the charter every 2 years. 
MRB is expected to meet two times per 
year. Unless otherwise required by law 
or approved by the Secretary, all 
meetings will be held virtually. 

In this notice, the Department is 
soliciting nominations for membership 
to MRB. MRB shall report to the 
Secretary through the Administrator of 
FMCSA and comprise no more than five 
members selected from medical 
institutions and private practice. The 
membership shall reflect expertise in a 
variety of medical specialties relevant to 
FMCSA’s driver fitness requirements. 

The Secretary will designate a 
chairman of MRB from among the 
members. Members must not be officers 
or employees of the Federal Government 
but will serve as ‘‘Special Government 
Employees’’ under the authority of 5 
U.S.C. 3109, with pay for all time 
conducting work of MRB. 

Members are appointed by the 
Secretary. Members will serve 2-year 
terms but may be reappointed. Past 
members of the advisory committee are 
welcome to apply. The Department is 
interested in ensuring membership is 
balanced fairly in terms of the points of 
view represented and the functions to 
be performed by the advisory 
committee. 

Request for Nominations 

Eligibility Requirements 

FMCSA seeks physicians from many 
different medical specialties to develop 
science-based CMV physical 
qualification standards, medical 
advisory criteria, and safety policies. As 
members of MRB, physicians will 
provide expert guidance on medical 
guidelines and standards. The Agency is 

committed to appointing physicians 
with diverse professional backgrounds. 
To be eligible for appointment, 
physicians must have a current U.S. 
medical license and current board 
certification in a specialty area directly 
related to medical certification 
requirements and be able to participate 
in virtual meetings. Interested 
physicians should have a commitment 
to transportation safety and health, an 
understanding of research methods, 
knowledge of transportation medical 
issues, experience on panels that 
develop medical standards, and a record 
of collaboration and professional 
service. 

Process and Deadline for Submitting 
Nominations 

Qualified individuals can self- 
nominate or be nominated by any 
individual or organization. To be 
considered for MRB, nominators should 
submit the following information: 

(1) Name, title, and relevant contact 
information (including phone, fax, and 
email address) of the individual 
requesting consideration; 

(2) A letter of support from a 
company, union, trade association, 
academic, or nonprofit organization on 
letterhead containing a brief description 
why the nominee should be considered 
for membership; 

(3) A short biography of the nominee, 
including professional and academic 
credentials; 

(4) An affirmative statement that the 
nominee meets all MRB eligibility 
requirements. 

Please do not send company, trade 
association, or organization brochures or 
any other information. Materials 
submitted should total two pages or 
less. Should more information be 
needed, DOT staff will contact the 
nominee, obtain information from the 
nominee’s past affiliations, or obtain 
information from publicly available 
sources, such as the internet. 

Nominations must be received on or 
before February 23, 2026. Nominees 
selected for appointment to the MRB 
will be notified by return email and by 
a letter of appointment. 

Issued in Washington, DC. 

Derek D. Barrs, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01158 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–EX–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Office of Foreign Assets Control 

Notice of OFAC Sanctions Action 

AGENCY: Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Treasury. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) is publishing the names 
of one or more persons and vessels that 
have been placed on OFAC’s Specially 
Designated Nationals and Blocked 
Persons List (SDN List) based on 
OFAC’s determination that one or more 
applicable legal criteria were satisfied. 
All property and interests in property 
subject to U.S. jurisdiction of these 
persons are blocked, and U.S. persons 
are generally prohibited from engaging 
in transactions with them. 
DATES: This action was issued on 
January 16, 2026. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION for relevant dates. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
OFAC: Associate Director for Global 
Targeting, 202–622–2420; Assistant 
Director for Licensing, 202–622–2480; 
Assistant Director for Sanctions 
Compliance, 202–622–2490 or https://
ofac.treasury.gov/contact-ofac. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Electronic Availability 

The SDN List and additional 
information concerning OFAC sanctions 
programs are available on OFAC’s 
website: https://ofac.treasury.gov. 

Notice of OFAC Action 

On January 16, 2026, OFAC 
determined that the property and 
interests in property subject to U.S. 
jurisdiction of the following persons are 
blocked under the relevant sanctions 
authority listed below. 

Individuals 

1. ASGHAR, Imran, 27 28 Jumeirah 
Park, District 6, St F, Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates; DOB 19 Dec 1962; POB 
Lahore, Pakistan; nationality Pakistan; 
alt. nationality Iran; Gender Male; 
Secondary sanctions risk: section 1(b) of 
Executive Order 13224, as amended by 
Executive Order 13886; Passport 
BM1828063 (Pakistan) expires 19 Oct 
2032 (individual) [SDGT] (Linked To: 
ARKAN MARS PETROLEUM DMCC). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224 of September 
23, 2001, ‘‘Blocking Property and 
Prohibiting Transactions With Persons 
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or 
Support Terrorism,’’ 66 FR 49079, 3 
CFR, 2001 Comp., p. 786, as amended 
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by Executive Order 13886 of September 
9, 2019, ‘‘Modernizing Sanctions To 
Combat Terrorism,’’ 84 FR 48041, 3 
CFR, 2019 Comp., p. 356 (E.O. 13224, as 
amended), for having materially 
assisted, sponsored, or provided 
financial, material, or technological 
support for, or goods or services to or in 
support of, ARKAN MARS 
PETROLEUM DMCC, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

2. BAIDHANI, Waleed Fathi Salam 
(a.k.a. ALBAIDHANI, Waled Fatehi 
Salem; a.k.a. SALM, Walid Fathi), 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates; DOB 27 
Aug 1980; nationality Yemen; Gender 
Male; Secondary sanctions risk: section 
1(b) of Executive Order 13224, as 
amended by Executive Order 13886 
(individual) [SDGT] (Linked To: 
ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 

for having materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

3. AL–SHARAFI, Zayd ‘Ali Ahmed 
(a.k.a. AL–SHARAFI AL–AZRAQ, Zaid 
‘Ali Yahiya), Sana’a, Yemen; DOB 15 
Mar 1989; POB Al Hudaydah 
Governorate, Yemen; nationality 
Yemen; Gender Male; Secondary 
sanctions risk: section 1(b) of Executive 
Order 13224, as amended by Executive 
Order 13886; Passport 13398992 
(Yemen); alt. Passport RE0138931 (Saint 
Kitts and Nevis) (individual) [SDGT] 
(Linked To: ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 

goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

4. AL MUAYYAD, Adil Mutahhar 
Abdallah, Yemen; DOB 20 Aug 1975; 
nationality Yemen; Gender Male; 
Secondary sanctions risk: section 1(b) of 
Executive Order 13224, as amended by 
Executive Order 13886; Passport 
03856973 (Yemen) expires 06 Apr 2016 
(individual) [SDGT] (Linked To: 
ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(A) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for being owned, controlled, or directed 
by, or having acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 
BILLING CODE 4810–AL–P 
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BILLING CODE 4810–AL–C 

Entities 

1. ADEEMA OIL FZC (a.k.a. ADIMA 
OIL), PO Box 233599, No. 639 Ghurair 
Building, Dubai, United Arab Emirates; 
website www.adeema.com; Secondary 
sanctions risk: section 1(b) of Executive 
Order 13224, as amended by Executive 
Order 13886; Organization Established 
Date 18 Sep 2011; License 5006759 
(United Arab Emirates) [SDGT] (Linked 
To: ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

2. AL SHARAFI OIL COMPANIES 
SERVICES (a.k.a. AL-SHARAFI OIL; 
a.k.a. AL-SHARAFI OIL FOR 
IMPORTING PETROLEUM 
DERIVATIVES), Sana’a, Yemen; 
Secondary sanctions risk: section 1(b) of 

Executive Order 13224, as amended by 
Executive Order 13886; Commercial 
Registry Number 2/34074 (Yemen) 
[SDGT] (Linked To: ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

3. NEW OCEAN TRADING FZE (a.k.a. 
NEW OCEAN INTERNATIONAL 
TRADING FZE; a.k.a. NEW OCEAN 
TRADING AND IMPORT COMPANY), 
Hamriyah Business Center, Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates; Secondary 
sanctions risk: section 1(b) of Executive 
Order 13224, as amended by Executive 
Order 13886; Organization Established 
Date 2019; Organization Type: 
Wholesale and retail trade [SDGT] 
(Linked To: ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 

sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

4. ALSAA PETROLEUM AND 
SHIPPING FZC (a.k.a. ALSA 
COMPANY; a.k.a. ALSAA; a.k.a. 
ALSAA PETROLEUM & SHIPPING; 
a.k.a. ALSAA PETROLEUM & 
SHIPPING FZC), PO Box 124024, No. 
702 Reef Tower, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates; website www.alsaagroup.com; 
Secondary sanctions risk: section 1(b) of 
Executive Order 13224, as amended by 
Executive Order 13886; Organization 
Established Date 10 Nov 2002; License 
5000343 (United Arab Emirates); 
Registration Number 11401539 (United 
Arab Emirates) [SDGT] (Linked To: 
ARKAN MARS PETROLEUM DMCC). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
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ARKAN MARS PETROLEUM DMCC, a 
person whose property and interests in 

property are blocked pursuant to E.O. 
13224, as amended. 
BILLING CODE 4810–AL–P 
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BILLING CODE 4810–AL–C 

10. ALBARRAQ SHIPPING CO, Trust 
Company Complex, Ajeltake Road, 
Majuro, Ajeltake Island 96960, Marshall 
Islands; Secondary sanctions risk: 
section 1(b) of Executive Order 13224, 
as amended by Executive Order 13886; 
Organization Established Date 23 Apr 
2025; Identification Number IMO 
0237669; Business Registration Number 
131338 (Marshall Islands) [SDGT] 
(Linked To: ANSARALLAH). 

Designated pursuant to section 
1(a)(iii)(C) of E.O. 13224, as amended, 
for having materially assisted, 

sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, or 
goods or services to or in support of, 
ANSARALLAH, a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13224, as 
amended. 

Vessel 

1. ALBARRAQ Z (D604006) Crude Oil 
Tanker Unknown flag; Former Vessel 
Flag Comoros; Secondary sanctions risk: 
section 1(b) of Executive Order 13224, 
as amended by Executive Order 13886; 
Vessel Year of Build 2003; Vessel 

Registration Identification IMO 
9252943; MMSI 620800006 (vessel) 
[SDGT] (Linked To: ALBARRAQ 
SHIPPING CO). 

Identified pursuant to Executive 
Order 13224, as amended, for being 
property in which ALBARRAQ 
SHIPPING CO, a person whose property 
and interests in property are blocked 
pursuant to E.O. 13224, as amended, has 
an interest. 

SDN List Update 

BILLING CODE 4810–AL–P 
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BILLING CODE 4810–AL–C 

Bradley T. Smith, 
Director, Office of Foreign Assets Control. 
[FR Doc. 2026–01137 Filed 1–21–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4810–AL–C 
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No. 14 January 22, 2026 

Part II 

The President 
Proclamation 11003—Religious Freedom Day, 2026 
Executive Order 14375—Designating the Board of Peace as a Public 
International Organization Entitled To Enjoy Certain Privileges, Exemptions, 
and Immunities 
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Thursday, January 22, 2026 

Title 3— 

The President 

Proclamation 11003 of January 16, 2026 

Religious Freedom Day, 2026 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

For 250 years, our Nation and our people have abided by a simple truth: 
Every person is born with the God-given right to practice their faith, follow 
their conscience, and worship their God freely and without fear. This Reli-
gious Freedom Day, we honor America’s distinct place in the halls of history 
as the only Republic ever founded upon this sacred principle—and we 
renew our commitment to upholding our proud legacy as one glorious 
Nation under God. 

More than 400 years ago, a band of weary settlers set sail on a perilous 
journey across the Atlantic on the Mayflower in search of religious liberty— 
setting in motion the most epic struggle for freedom and faith in the history 
of the world. Over a century later, following a bloody Revolutionary War 
fought to secure our God-given rights, the Virginia General Assembly moved 
to dismantle the tyrannical laws of the British Crown and replace them 
with statutes worthy of a free people. From that effort emerged the legendary 
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom. In that historic declaration, Founding 
Father Thomas Jefferson proclaimed that God ‘‘created the mind to be free’’ 
and that every individual ‘‘shall be free to profess their opinion in matters 
of religion.’’ These principles, codified into Virginia law on January 16, 
1786, later became the foundation of our First Amendment, immortalizing 
in ink the free exercise of faith. 

This year, as we celebrate the 250th anniversary of American independence, 
my Administration is boldly bringing faith back to the public square because 
the freedom of religion means the freedom to practice your religion proudly, 
publicly, and without fear of persecution. As President, I am leading a 
renewal of faith in our schools, military, workplaces, hospitals, and halls 
of Government because the revolution of common sense is incomplete with-
out a resurgence of faith in God. To further strengthen families and protect 
religious freedom, I established the White House Faith Office and the Reli-
gious Liberty Commission. I also proudly established a Task Force to Eradi-
cate Anti-Christian Bias, which is charged with identifying and eliminating 
all anti-Christian policies, practices, and conduct in executive departments 
and agencies. I directed the Department of Education to protect the 
foundational First Amendment right to prayer in public schools. And as 
part of my Administration’s historic Freedom 250 initiative, we launched 
America Prays—an invitation to Americans of every background to join 
together in prayer for wisdom, guidance, and blessing as our Republic enters 
its next great chapter. 

From the establishment of the Jamestown Colony to the Pilgrims’ arrival 
at Plymouth Rock, through periods of war and peace and through every 
challenge and every triumph, religious faith has indelibly shaped our char-
acter, informed our laws, and strengthened our national spirit. This Religious 
Freedom Day, I pledge that I will never stop fighting to restore America 
as a Nation of prayer, a country of faith, and a radiant beacon of liberty 
and justice for all. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
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and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2026, 
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all Americans to commemorate this 
day with events and activities that honor our Nation’s proud history of 
religious freedom, and I especially encourage families to gather at places 
of worship to praise Almighty God for the blessings of liberty He has 
bestowed on our great country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fiftieth. 

[FR Doc. 2026–01270 

Filed 1–21–26; 11:15 am] 

Billing code 3395–F4–P 
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Executive Order 14375 of January 16, 2026 

Designating the Board of Peace as a Public International Or-
ganization Entitled To Enjoy Certain Privileges, Exemptions, 
and Immunities 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, including section 1 of the International 
Organizations Immunities Act (22 U.S.C. 288), and having found that the 
Board of Peace is a public international organization in which the United 
States participates within the meaning of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act, it is hereby ordered: 

Section 1. Designation. I hereby designate the Board of Peace as a public 
international organization entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemptions, and 
immunities provided by the International Organizations Immunities Act. 
This designation is not intended to abridge in any respect privileges, exemp-
tions, or immunities that the Board of Peace may have otherwise acquired 
or may acquire by law. 

Sec. 2. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, impair any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity that arises 
as a consequence of the designation in section 1 of this order. 
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(e) The costs for publication of this order shall be borne by the Department 
of State. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
January 16, 2026. 

[FR Doc. 2026–01271 

Filed 1–21–26; 11:15 am] 

Billing code 4710–05–P 
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LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS 

This is the first in a continuing 
list of public bills from the 
second session of the 119th 
Congress which have become 
Federal laws. This list is also 
available online at https:// 
www.archives.gov/federal- 
register/laws/current.html. 

The text of laws is not 
published in the Federal 
Register but may be ordered 
in ‘‘slip law’’ (individual 
pamphlet) form from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Publishing 
Office, Washington, DC 20402 

(phone, 202–512–1808). The 
text is available at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/ 
plaw. Some laws may not yet 
be available. 

H.R. 224/P.L. 119–70 
Disabled Veterans Housing 
Support Act (Jan. 20, 2026; 
140 Stat. 3) 

This is a continuing list of 
public bills from the first 
session of the 119th Congress 
which have become Federal 
laws. This list is also available 
online at https:// 
www.archives.gov/federal- 
register/laws/119-first- 
session.html. 

H.R. 1823/P.L. 119–71 
VA Budget Shortfall 
Accountability Act (Jan. 20, 
2026; 139 Stat. 1999) 
H.R. 4446/P.L. 119–72 
Focused Assistance and Skills 
Training for Veterans’ 
Employment and Transition 
Success Act (Jan. 20, 2026; 
139 Stat. 2001) 
Last List January 16, 2026 

Public Laws Electronic 
Notification Service 
(PENS) 

PENS is a free email 
notification service of newly 

enacted public laws. To 
subscribe, go to https:// 
portalguard.gsa.gov/llayouts/ 
pg/register.aspx. 

Note: This service is strictly 
for email notification of new 
laws. The text of laws is not 
available through this service. 
PENS cannot respond to 
specific inquiries sent to this 
address. 
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