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scheduling a public meeting of its
Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management
(EBFM) Committee to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.

DATES: This meeting will be held on
Monday, April 15, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.

ADDRESSES: Meeting address: The
meeting will be held at the Radisson
Airport Hotel, 2081 Post Road,
Warwick, RI 02886; telephone: (401)
739-3000.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

The committee will receive and
discuss documents on potential
strategies for overfished stock
management, deriving catch advice for
stock complexes from assessment and
other data, and spatial management
considerations. These documents will
be incorporated into the draft example
Fishery Ecosystem Plan (eFEP) for
Georges Bank. The committee may also
discuss other related business,
including further tasking for the Plan
Development Team to complete a draft
eFEP. Other business will be discussed
as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on this agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. This meeting
will be recorded. Consistent with 16
U.S.C. 1852, a copy of the recording is
available upon request. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 25, 2019.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 58 Post-Data
Workshop Webinar.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 58 assessment of
the Atlantic stock of Cobia will consist
of a series of workshops and webinars:
Data Workshop; Assessment Webinars;
and a Review Workshop. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 58 Post-Data
Workshop Webinar has been scheduled
for Tuesday, April 16, 2019, from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: Meeting address: The
meetings will be held via webinar. The
webinar is open to members of the
public. Those interested in participating
should contact Kathleen Howington at
SEDAR (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT) to request an invitation
providing webinar access information.
Please request webinar invitations at
least 24 hours in advance of each
webinar.

SEDAR address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N.
Charleston, SC 29405;
www.sedarweb.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Howington, SEDAR
Coordinator, 4055 Faber Place Drive,
Suite 201, North Charleston, SC 29405;
phone (843) 571-4366; email:
Kathleen.Howington@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commissions,
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three-

step process including: (1) Data
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review
Workshop. The product of the Data
Workshop is a data report which
compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses. The product of the Assessment
Process is a stock assessment report
which describes the fisheries, evaluates
the status of the stock, estimates
biological benchmarks, projects future
population conditions, and recommends
research and monitoring needs. The
assessment is independently peer
reviewed at the Review Workshop. The
product of the Review Workshop is a
Summary documenting panel opinions
regarding the strengths and weaknesses
of the stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
Highly Migratory Species Management
Division, and Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. Participants include:
data collectors and database managers;
stock assessment scientists, biologists,
and researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs);
international experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion at the Post-
Data Workshop webinar are as follows:

Participants will finalize data
recommendations from the Data
Workshop and provide early modeling
advice.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is accessible to people
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary
aids should be directed to the SAFMC
office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
business days prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
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Dated: March 25, 2019.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-06032 Filed 3—-28-19; 8:45 am]|
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Atlantic Mackerel, Squid,
and Butterfish Advisory Panel of the
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (Council) will hold a meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, April 12, 2019, beginning at 9
a.m. and conclude by 3 p.m. For agenda
details, see SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar with a telephone-only audio
connection: http://
mafmec.adobeconnect.com/msb-ap-
2019/. Telephone instructions are
provided upon connecting, or the public
can call direct: 800-832—0736, Rm:
*7833942#.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N. State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331 or on their
website at www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purposes of the meeting include: (1) To
create a Fishery Performance Report by
the Council’s Atlantic Mackerel, Squid,
and Butterfish (MSB) Advisory Panel.
This report facilitates structured input
from the Advisory Panel members for

the MSB specifications process for the
Council and its Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC); and (2) Gather
Advisory Panel feedback on the
development of the Council’s 2020-24
strategic plan, after reviewing the results
of a recent strategic planning
stakeholder survey. An agenda and
background documents will be posted at
the Council’s website (www.mafmec.org)
prior to the meeting.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aid should be directed to M.
Jan Saunders, (302) 526-5251, at least 5
days prior to any meeting date.

Dated: March 25, 2019.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-06033 Filed 3—28-19; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries,
Greater Atlantic Region, NMFS, has
made a preliminary determination that
an Exempted Fishing Permit application
submitted by the Northeast Fisheries
Science Center contains all of the
required information and warrants
further consideration. This Exempted
Fishing Permit would exempt
participating vessels from minimum fish
size restrictions and fish possession
limits. Regulations under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery

Conservation and Management Act
require publication of this notice to
provide interested parties the
opportunity to comment on Exempted
Fishing Permit applications.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 15, 2019.

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by either of the following
methods:

e Email: nmfs.gar.efp@noaa.gov.
Include in the subject line “Comments
on NEFSC Study Fleet EFP.”

e Mail: Michael Pentony, Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Greater Atlantic
Regional Fisheries Office, 55 Great
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930.
Mark the outside of the envelope
“Comments on NEFSC Study Fleet
EFP.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Spencer Talmage, Fishery Management
Specialist, 978-281-9232,
Spencer.Talmage@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Northeast Fisheries Science Center
submitted a complete application for an
Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) on
February 26, 2019, for the 2019 Study
Fleet Program. The EFP would exempt
18 commercial fishing vessels from the
minimum size and possession limits for
species of interest, as well as allow
temporary retention of species that
would be discarded.

The Center established the Study
Fleet Program in 2002 to more fully
characterize commercial fishing
operations and provide sampling
opportunities to augment NMFS’s data
collection programs. Partnership with
the commercial fishing industry allows
the Center to provide samples for stock
assessment and fish biology research
when traditional sampling sources
might otherwise be unavailable. Table 1
includes all of the regulations specified
at 50 CFR part 648 that participating
vessels would be exempt from for at-sea
sampling or when retaining and landing
fish for research purposes. The
exemptions listed in Table 1 are
necessary for contracted vessels to
acquire the biological samples needed to
meet Center research objectives.

TABLE 1—SPECIFIC REGULATIONS COVERED BY THE PROPOSED EXEMPTED FISHING PERMIT

Study fleet program EFP

Number of Vessels

Exempted regulations in 50 CFR part 648 .........

18.

Possession restrictions:
§648.86(a) Haddock.
§648.86(b) Atlantic cod.

Size limits: § 648.83 Northeast multispecies minimum sizes.

)
§648.86(d) Small-mesh multispecies.
§648.86(g) Yellowtail flounder.
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