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14 17 CFR 200.30–3(a)(12). 

interest, for the protection of investors, 
or otherwise in furtherance of the 
purposes of the Act. 

IV. Solicitation of Comments 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments concerning the foregoing, 
including whether the proposed rule 
change is consistent with the Act. 
Comments may be submitted by any of 
the following methods: 

Electronic Comments 

• Use the Commission’s Internet 
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml); or 

• Send an e-mail to rule- 
comments@sec.gov. Please include File 
Number SR–NYSEALTR–2009–23 on 
the subject line. 

Paper Comments 

• Send paper comments in triplicate 
to Elizabeth M. Murphy, Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
100 F Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20549–1090. 

All submissions should refer to File 
Number SR–NYSEALTR–2009–23. This 
file number should be included on the 
subject line if e-mail is used. To help the 
Commission process and review your 
comments more efficiently, please use 
only one method. The Commission will 
post all comments on the Commission’s 
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/ 
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the 
submission, all subsequent 
amendments, all written statements 
with respect to the proposed rule 
change that are filed with the 
Commission, and all written 
communications relating to the 
proposed rule change between the 
Commission and any person, other than 
those that may be withheld from the 
public in accordance with the 
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be 
available for inspection and copying in 
the Commission’s Public Reference 
Room on official business days between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Copies 
of such filing also will be available for 
inspection and copying at the principal 
office of the Exchange. All comments 
received will be posted without change; 
the Commission does not edit personal 
identifying information from 
submissions. You should submit only 
information that you wish to make 
available publicly. All submissions 
should refer to File Number SR– 
NYSEALTR–2009–23 and should be 
submitted on or before April 3, 2009. 

For the Commission, by the Division of 
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated 
authority.14 
Florence E. Harmon, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. E9–5386 Filed 3–12–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

[Disaster Declaration #11686 and #11687] 

Indiana Disaster #IN–00029 

AGENCY: Small Business Administration. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This is a Notice of the 
Presidential declaration of a major 
disaster for Public Assistance Only for 
the State of Indiana (FEMA—1828— 
DR), dated 03/05/2009. 

Incident: Severe Winter Storm. 
Incident Period: 01/26/2009 through 

01/28/2009. 
Dates: Effective Date: 03/05/2009. 
Physical Loan Application Deadline 

Date: 05/04/2009. 
Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan 

Application Deadline Date: 12/05/2009. 
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan 
applications to: U.S. Small Business 
Administration, Processing and 
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport 
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A 
Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance, 
U.S. Small Business Administration, 
409 3rd Street, SW., Suite 6050, 
Washington, DC 20416. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that as a result of the 
President’s major disaster declaration on 
03/05/2009, Private non-profit 
organizations that provide essential 
services of governmental nature may file 
disaster loan applications at the address 
listed above or other locally announced 
locations. 

The following areas have been 
determined to be adversely affected by 
the disaster: 
Primary Counties: Clark, Crawford, 

Dubois, Floyd Gibson, Harrison, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Orange, Perry, 
Spencer, Switzerland, Vanderburgh, 
Warrick, Washington 

The Interest Rates are: 

Percent 

Other (Including Non-Profit Orga-
nizations) With Credit Available 
Elsewhere ................................. 4.500 

Businesses and Non-Profit Orga-
nizations Without Credit Avail-
able Elsewhere ......................... 4.000 

The number assigned to this disaster 
for physical damage is 11686B and for 
economic injury is 11687B. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Numbers 59002 and 59008) 

Roger B. Garland, 
Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster 
Assistance. 
[FR Doc. E9–5410 Filed 3–12–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8025–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Railroad Administration 

[Docket No. FRA–2009–0016] 

Metrics and Standards for Intercity 
Passenger Rail Service Under Section 
207 of Public Law 110–432 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with section 
207 of the Passenger Rail Investment 
and Improvement Act of 2008 (Division 
B of Pub. L. 110–432), the FRA and the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation 
(Amtrak) have jointly drafted 
performance metrics and standards for 
intercity passenger rail service, and are 
requesting comments on that draft from 
the Surface Transportation Board, rail 
carriers over whose rail lines Amtrak 
trains operate, States, Amtrak 
employees, nonprofit employee 
organizations representing Amtrak 
employees, and groups representing 
Amtrak passengers. The draft document, 
entitled ‘‘Proposed Metrics and 
Standards for Intercity Passenger Rail 
Service,’’ is available on the FRA’s Web 
site at http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/ 
content/2165. Comments may be 
submitted to the corresponding docket 
(number FRA–2009–0016) at 
regulations.gov and will be considered 
before the finalized Section 207 metrics 
and standards are adopted. 
DATES: The comment period will 
commence on Friday, March 13, 2009 
and Comments must be received by 
Friday, March 27, 2009. Comments 
received after that date will be 
considered to the extent possible 
without incurring additional expenses 
or delays. 
ADDRESSES: Comments for Docket No. 
FRA–2009–0016 should be filed at the 
Federal portal http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the Web 
site’s online instructions for submitting 
comments. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Neil 
E. Moyer, Chief, Intercity Passenger Rail 
Analysis Division, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Railroad 
Administration (e-mail 
Neil.Moyer@dot.gov; telephone 202– 
493–6365); or Ed Courtemanch, Sr. 
Principal, Operations Service Planning, 
Amtrak (e-mail CourteE@amtrak.com; 
telephone 202–906–3249). 

Issued in Washington, DC, on March 9, 
2009. 
Neil Moyer, 
Chief, Intercity Passenger Rail Analysis 
Division. 
[FR Doc. E9–5513 Filed 3–12–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

Petition for Exemption From the 
Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard; 
Volkswagen 

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Grant of petition for exemption. 

SUMMARY: This document grants in full 
the petition of Volkswagen Group of 
America (VW) in accordance with 
543.9(c)(2) of 49 CFR part 543, 
Exemption from the Theft Prevention 
Standard, for the Audi A3 vehicle line 
beginning with model year (MY) 2010. 
This petition is granted because the 
agency has determined that the antitheft 
device to be placed on the line as 
standard equipment is likely to be as 
effective in reducing and deterring 
motor vehicle theft as compliance with 
the parts-marking requirements of the 
Theft Prevention Standard. 
DATES: The exemption granted by this 
notice is effective beginning with model 
year (MY) 2010. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Carlita Ballard, Office of International 
Policy, Fuel Economy and Consumer 
Programs, NHTSA, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE., West Building, W43–439, 
Washington, DC 20590. Ms. Ballard’s 
phone number is (202) 366–0846. Her 
fax number is (202) 493–2990. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In a 
petition dated November 10, 2008, VW 
requested an exemption from the parts- 
marking requirements of the Theft 
Prevention Standard (49 CFR part 541) 
for the Audi A3 vehicle line beginning 
with MY 2010. The petition requested 
an exemption from parts-marking 
pursuant to 49 CFR part 543, Exemption 
from Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard, 

based on the installation of an antitheft 
device as standard equipment for an 
entire vehicle line. 

Under 543.5(a), a manufacturer may 
petition NHTSA to grant an exemption 
for one vehicle line per model year. In 
its petition, VW provided a detailed 
description and diagram of the identity, 
design, and location of the components 
of the antitheft device for its new Audi 
A3 vehicle line. VW will install its 
passive, transponder-based, electronic 
immobilizer antitheft device as standard 
equipment on its Audi A3 vehicle line 
beginning with MY 2010. Key 
components of the antitheft device will 
include a passive immobilizer, an 
immobilizer control unit, a mechanical 
ignition lock with immobilizer reading 
coil, an adapted ignition key, and an 
engine control unit. The antitheft device 
will not include an audible or visible 
alarm feature as standard equipment. 
VW’s submission is considered a 
complete petition as required by 49 CFR 
543.7, in that it meets the general 
requirements contained in 543.5 and the 
specific content requirements of 543.6. 

VW stated that once the driver/ 
operator turns on the ignition, the key 
transponder sends a fixed code to the 
immobilizer control unit. If this is 
identified as the correct code, a variable 
code is generated in the immobilizer 
control unit and sent to the transponder. 
A secret arithmetic process is then 
started in the transponder and the 
control unit according to a set of 
specific equations. The results of the 
computing process is evaluated in the 
control unit and if they tally, the vehicle 
key is acknowledged as correct. The 
engine control unit then sends a 
variable code to the immobilizer control 
unit, enabling start up of the vehicle. 
VW stated that a new variable code is 
generated each time during this secret 
computing process. Therefore, VW 
believes that the code is undecipherable 
and impossible to duplicate. 

In addressing the specific content 
requirements of 543.6, VW provided 
information on the reliability and 
durability of its proposed device. To 
ensure reliability and durability of the 
device, VW conducted tests based on its 
own specified standards. VW provided 
a detailed list of the tests conducted 
(i.e., electrical system temperature 
stability, mechanical integrity, electrical 
performance, environmental 
compatibility and service life) and 
believes that the device is reliable and 
durable since the device complied with 
its specific requirements for each test. 
Additionally, VW stated that after 
adapting in the electronic module of the 
key transponder has been initiated, a 
pairing between the key and the 

immobilizer occurs at which point the 
key can no longer be used for any other 
immobilizer. 

In supplementary information 
submitted to the agency on January 12, 
2009, VW stated that since the Audi A3 
has only been equipped with a standard 
immobilizer and alarm since its 
introduction in MY 2006, there is no 
comparative Audi data available for the 
Audi A3 without an immobilizer. VW 
also stated that the agency’s MY 2006 
theft data published in the Federal 
Register on October 14, 2008, reported 
that the Audi A3 had a theft rate of 
1.0751 which is below the median. VW 
also provided data on the theft 
reduction benefits experienced by other 
vehicle lines installed with immobilizer 
devices that have recently been granted 
petitions for exemptions by the agency. 
VW has concluded that the antitheft 
device proposed for its Audi A3 vehicle 
line is no less effective than those 
devices in the lines for which NHTSA 
has already granted full exemption from 
the parts-marking requirements. The 
agency agrees that the device is 
substantially similar to devices in these 
and other vehicle lines for which the 
agency has already granted exemptions. 

Based on the evidence submitted by 
VW, the agency believes that the 
antitheft device for the Audi A3 vehicle 
line is likely to be as effective in 
reducing and deterring motor vehicle 
theft as compliance with the part- 
marking requirements of the Theft 
Prevention Standard. 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 33106 and 49 
CFR 543.7(b), the agency grants a 
petition for exemption from the parts- 
marking requirements of part 541 either 
in whole or in part, if it determines that, 
based upon substantial evidence, the 
standard equipment antitheft device is 
likely to be as effective in reducing and 
deterring motor vehicle theft as 
compliance with the parts marking 
requirements of part 541. The agency 
finds that VW has provided adequate 
reasons for its belief that the antitheft 
device for the Audi A3 vehicle line is 
likely to be as effective in reducing and 
deterring motor vehicle theft as 
compliance with the parts-marking 
requirements of the Theft Prevention 
Standard (49 CFR part 541). This 
conclusion is based on the information 
VW provided about its device. 

The agency concludes that the device 
will provide four of the five types of 
performance listed in 543.6(a)(3): 
Promoting activation; preventing defeat 
or circumvention of the device by 
unauthorized persons; preventing 
operation of the vehicle by 
unauthorized entrants; and ensuring the 
reliability and durability of the device. 
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