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The Council also will review and
approve a scoping document for
Amendment 15 to the Sea Scallop
Fishery Management Plan (FMP). Issues
that are likely to be included are annual
catch limits and accountability
measures, measures to address excess
capacity and allow sectors in the limited
access scallop fishery and
reconsideration of the current scallop
overfishing definition. Following an
brief opportunity for the public to
address items that are otherwise not
listed on the Council agenda, there will
be a final review of several Council
policies concerning enforcement,
advisory panels and sectors. The day
will conclude with an update on the
development of the Amendment 3 to the
Skate FMP.

Wednesday, February 13, 2008

The Council’s Research Steering
Committee Chairman will recommend
approval of comments on the NMFS
proposed rule that would revise the
experimental fishery permit process and
ask for consideration and approval of
Council research priorities for 2008. The
Council also will review the findings of
the committee concerning any
cooperative research final reports they
have reviewed. As a separate agenda
item, the Council will consider
commenting on any current
experimental fishery permit
applications. The Habitat Committee
will review and discuss its
recommendations on the previously
designated Southern Canyon Habitat
Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs)
and possibly ask for approval of any
modifications to those HAPCs. The last
item of the day will involve review and
approval of a process to consider
additional gears for use in the Northeast
Multispecies (Groundfish) Regular B
Days-at-Sea Program and the U.S./
Canada Haddock Special Access
Program. The Council also will review
and approve an annual catch limit
alternative for Amendment 16 to the
Northeast Multispecies FMP.

Thursday, February 14, 2008

Groundfish issues will be covered
throughout the final day of the meeting
and will include consideration and
approval of alternatives to be analyzed
for Amendment 16 to the Northeast
Multispecies FMP, including but not
limited to effort controls, sector
administration, research set-asides,
annual catch limits and accountability
measures and allowing vessels to
possess both a limited access scallop
and a groundfish permit.

Although other non-emergency issues
not contained in this agenda may come

before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subjects of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided that the public
has been notified of the Council’s intent
to take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: January 23, 2008.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E8—1424 Filed 1-25-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office
Recording Assignments

ACTION: Proposed collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO), as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to
comment on the continuing information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104—
13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before March 28, 2008.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

E-mail: Susan.Fawcett@uspto.gov.
Include “0651-0027 comment” in the
subject line of the message.

Fax:571-273-0112, marked to the
attention of Susan Fawcett.

Mail: Susan K. Fawecett, Records
Officer, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, Customer Information Services
Group, Public Information Services
Division, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Joyce R. Johnson,
Manager, Assignment Division, Mail
Stop 1450, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA

22313-1450; by telephone at 703-308—
9706; or by e-mail at
Joyce.Johnson@uspto.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This collection of information is
required by 35 U.S.C. 261 and 262 for
patents and 15 U.S.C. 1057 and 1060 of
the Trademark Act of 1946 for
trademarks. These statutes authorize the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) to record patent and
trademark assignment documents,
including transfers of properties (i.e.
patents and trademarks), liens, licenses,
assignments of interest, security
interests, mergers, and explanations of
transactions or other documents that
record the transfer of ownership of a
particular patent or trademark property
from one party to another. Assignments
are recorded for applications, patents,
and trademark registrations.

The USPTO administers these statutes
through 37 CFR 2.146, 2.171, and 37
CFR Part 3. These rules permit the
public, corporations, other federal
agencies, and Government-owned or
Government-controlled corporations to
submit patent and trademark
assignment documents and other
documents related to title transfers to
the USPTO to be recorded. In
accordance with 37 CFR 3.54, the
recording of an assignment document by
the USPTO is an administrative action
and not a determination of the validity
of the document or of the effect that the
document has on the title to an
application, patent, or trademark.

Once the assignment documents are
recorded, they are available for public
inspection. The only exceptions are
those documents that are sealed under
secrecy orders according to 37 CFR 3.58
or related to unpublished patent
applications maintained in confidence
under 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14.
The public uses these records to
conduct ownership and chain-of-title
searches. The public may view these
records either at the USPTO Public
Search Facilities or at the National
Archives and Records Administration,
depending on the date they were
recorded. The public may also search
patent and trademark assignment
information online through the USPTO
Web site.

In order to file a request to record an
assignment, the respondent must submit
an appropriate cover sheet along with
copies of the assignment documents to
be recorded. The USPTO provides two
paper forms for this purpose, the Patent
Recordation Form Cover Sheet (PTO-
1595) and the Trademark Recordation
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Form Cover Sheet (PTO-1594), which
capture all of the necessary data for
accurately recording various assignment
documents.

Customers may also submit
assignments online by using the
Electronic Patent Assignment System
(EPAS) and the Electronic Trademark
Assignment System (ETAS), which are
available through the USPTO Web site.
These systems allow customers to fill
out the required cover sheet information
online using web-based forms and then
attach the electronic assignment
documents to be submitted for
recordation.

Previously, customers could also
submit patent assignment recordation
requests securely over the internet using
special electronic filing software that
was developed by the USPTO.
Particularly large recordation requests
that were prepared using the software
could be copied onto a recordable

compact disc (CD) and then submitted
to the USPTO by mail. Since the USPTO
has retired this electronic filing software
in favor of the web-based filing system,
the corresponding modes of submission
are being deleted from this collection.

I1. Method of Collection

By mail, facsimile, hand delivery, or
electronically to the USPTO.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0651-0027.

Form Number(s): PTO-1594 and
PTO-1595.

Type of Review: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; businesses or other for-
profits; not-for-profit institutions; the
Federal Government; and state, local or
tribal governments.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
363,388 responses per year.

Estimated Time per Response: The
USPTO estimates that it will take the
public approximately 30 minutes (0.5
hours) to prepare and submit a patent or
trademark assignment recordation
request.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Burden Hours: 181,695 hours per year.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Cost Burden: $35,793,915 per year. The
USPTO expects that the information in
this collection will be prepared by both
attorneys and paralegals. The estimated
rate of $197 per hour used in this
collection is an average of the
paraprofessional rate of $90 per hour
and the professional rate of $304 per
hour for associate attorneys in private
firms. Using the average rate of $197 per
hour, the USPTO estimates that the
respondent cost burden for submitting
the information in this collection will be
$35,793,915 per year.

Estimated time Estimated Estimated
Item Form number | for response annual annual

(minutes) responses burden hours

Patent Recordation Form Cover Sheet ..........cocceeiiiiiiiiiiiiie e PTO-1595 ... 30 130,387 65,194
Trademark Recordation Form Cover Sheet .........ccccoveeeeiiieecieieceeeeeeee e PTO-1594 ... 30 4,584 2,292
Electronic Patent Assignment System (EPAS) .......cocooiiiiiiniiiiceeeeee, PTO-1595 ... 30 203,969 101,985
Electronic Trademark Assignment System (ETAS) .....ccccoeiiieeienenienenieniens PTO-1594 ... 30 24,448 12,224
LI ] €= LU E TSP BRSPS 363,388 181,695

Estimated Total Annual Non-hour
Respondent Cost Burden: $27,165,603
per year. There are no maintenance
costs associated with this information
collection. However, this collection
does have annual (non-hour) costs in
the form of filing fees, recordkeeping
costs, and postage costs.

This collection has filing fees
associated with submitting patent and
trademark assignment documents to be
recorded. The filing fees for recording
patent and trademark assignments are

the same for both paper and electronic
submissions. However, the filing cost
for recording patent or trademark
assignments varies according to the
number of properties involved in each
submission.

The filing fee for submitting a patent
assignment as indicated by 37 CFR
1.21(h) is $40 for recording each
property in a document, while the filing
fee for submitting a trademark
assignment as indicated by 37 CFR
2.6(b)(6) is $40 for recording the first

property in a document and $25 for
each additional property in the same
document. The USPTO estimates that
the average fee for a patent assignment
recordation request is approximately
$65 and that the average fee for a
trademark assignment recordation
request is approximately $184.
Therefore, this collection has an
estimated total of $27,075,028 in filing
fees per year.

Estimated :

ltem Form number annual Avaerrrigfnf[ee Estlfmgtegoa;?:ual

responses 9
Patent Recordation Form Cover Sheet ..........cooouvveecieeieieee e PTO-1595 ... 130,387 $65.00 $8,475,155.00
Trademark Recordation Form Cover Sheet ....... PTO-1594 ... 4,584 184.00 843,456.00
Electronic Patent Assignment System (EPAS) PTO-1595 ... 203,969 65.00 13,257,985.00
Electronic Trademark Assignment System (ETAS) ......ccccoovrvieniiiienncene. PTO-1594 ... 24,448 184.00 4,498,432.00
TOAIS eeeeeieee ettt e e e e et e e e e e e nr e e e e e e senrnreeeeesennnns | areeeeseesesiineees 363,388 | ...oovvrieeieieereeenns 27,075,028.00

There are also recordkeeping costs
associated with submitting assignment
documents online using EPAS and
ETAS. The USPTO recommends that
customers print and retain a copy of the
acknowledgment receipt that appears on
the screen after a successful submission.

Customers will also receive an
electronic copy of this receipt. The
USPTO estimates that it will take 5
seconds (0.001 hours) to print a copy of
the acknowledgment receipt and that
approximately 228,417 submissions per
year will be completed via EPAS and

ETAS, for a total of approximately 228
hours per year for printing this receipt.
The USPTO expects that these receipts
will be printed by paraprofessionals at
an estimated rate of $90 per hour, for a
recordkeeping cost of $20,520 per year.
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Customers may incur postage costs
when submitting a patent or trademark
assignment request to the USPTO by
mail. The USPTO expects that some
assignment requests will be submitted
by fax but that approximately 87,569 of
the 134,971 paper assignment requests
per year will be submitted by mail. The
USPTO estimates that the average first-
class postage cost for a mailed Patent or
Trademark Recordation Form Cover
Sheet submission is 80 cents, resulting
in a total postage cost for this collection
of $70,055 per year.

The total non-hour respondent cost
burden for this collection in the form of
filing fees, recordkeeping costs, and
postage costs is estimated to be
$27,165,603 per year.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, e.g., the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: January 22, 2008.

Susan K. Fawcett,

Records Officer, USPTO, Office of the Chief
Information Officer, Customer Information
Services Group, Public Information Services
Division.

[FR Doc. E8-1389 Filed 1-25-08; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of proposed new Privacy
Act system of records.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974,
as amended, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) gives

notice of a proposed new system of
records entitled “COMMERCE/PAT—-
TM-21 National Medal of Technology
and Innovation Nominations.” We
invite the public to comment on the
system announced in this publication.
DATES: Written comments must be
received no later than February 27,
2008. The proposed system of records
will be effective on February 27, 2008,
unless the USPTO receives comments
that would result in a contrary
determination.

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by any of the following
methods:

E-mail: Susan.Fawcett@uspto.gov.

Fax: (571) 273-0112, marked to the
attention of Susan Fawcett.

Mail: Susan K. Fawcett, Records
Officer, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, Customer Information Services
Group, Public Information Services
Division, United States Patent and
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

All comments received will be
available for public inspection at the
Public Search Facilities, Madison East—
1st Floor, 600 Dulany Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan K. Fawcett, Records Officer,
Office of the Chief Information Officer,
Customer Information Services Group,
Public Information Services Division,
United States Patent and Trademark
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450, (571) 272-5429.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Medal of Technology is the
highest honor awarded by the President
of the United States to America’s
leading innovators. Established by an
act of Congress in 1980, the Medal of
Technology was first awarded in 1985.
The Medal is given annually to
individuals, teams, and/or companies/
divisions for their outstanding
contributions to the Nation’s economic,
environmental and social well-being
through the development and
commercialization of technology
products, processes and concepts;
technological innovation; and
development of the Nation’s
technological workforce. The purpose of
the National Medal of Technology is to
recognize those who have made lasting
contributions to America’s
competitiveness, standard of living, and
quality of life through technological
innovation, and to recognize those who
have made substantial contributions to
strengthening the Nation’s technological
workforce. By highlighting the national
importance of technological innovation,
the Medal also seeks to inspire future

generations of Americans to prepare for
and pursue technical careers to keep
America at the forefront of global
technology and economic leadership.

The America Competes Act of 2007
abolished the Technology
Administration of the Department of
Commerce as of August 9, 2007 (sec.
3002). The administration and
nomination processing for the National
Medal of Technology has been officially
transferred by the Secretary of
Commerce to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO). In
addition, the title of the award will be
updated to the “National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.”” The
USPTO is therefore giving notice of a
new system of records that is subject to
the Privacy Act of 1974. The proposed
system of records will maintain
information on individuals who are
nominated for the National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.

The proposed new system of records,
“COMMERCE/PAT-TM-21 National
Medal of Technology and Innovation
Nominations,” is published in its
entirety below.

COMMERCE/PAT-TM-21

SYSTEM NAME:

National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Nominations.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION:
Unclassified.

SYSTEM LOCATION:

Office of the Under Secretary and
Director, United States Patent and
Trademark Office, 600 Dulany Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE
SYSTEM:

Nominees for the National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:

Nomination Form, including name,
postal address, telephone number, e-
mail address, citizenship, employment
history, and other information
pertaining to the applicant’s activities.
Statements containing various kind of
information with respect to the
contributions of the individual(s) and/or
group(s).

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:
15 U.S.C. 3711.

PURPOSE(S):

The information in this system of
records is used by the Nomination
Evaluation Committee to determine the
eligibility and merit of nominees during
the annual selection of the recipients of
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