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to register for-hire motor carriers of
regulated commodities under the
provisions of 49 U.S.C. 13902, surface
freight forwarders under the provisions
of 49 U.S.C. 13903, and property brokers
under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 13904.
These persons may conduct interstate
transportation services only if they are
registered pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 13901.
As a condition of registration under 49
U.S.C. 13902 and 13903 [The Interstate
Commerce Commission Termination
Act of 1995 (ICCTA), (Pub. L. 104-88,
109 Stat. 803), (now codified at 49
U.S.C. 14708(a))], a carrier providing
transportation of household goods
subject to jurisdiction under
subchapters I or III of chapter 135, title
49, U.S.C., must agree to offer
arbitration to HHGs shippers as a means
of settling disputes concerning damage
or loss to the household goods
transported, and to determine whether
carrier charges, in addition to those
collected at delivery, must be paid by
shippers for transportation and services
related to transportation of household
goods [Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), Public
Law 109-59, 119 Stat. 1144, Aug. 10,
2005 (H.R. 3, Sec. 4208. Arbitration
Requirements)].

Under 49 U.S.C. 14708(g), the
Secretary is required to complete an
assessment of the dispute settlement
program and if, after notice and
opportunity for comment, it is
determined that changes to the program
are necessary, the Secretary will
implement such changes and provide a
report to Congress on the changes made.
The General Accountability Office
(GAQO) recommended such an
assessment in their March 2001 review
(Report Number GAO-01-318). The
Secretary has delegated authority
pertaining to these registrations and
arbitration matters to FMCSA.

Since the passage of the ICCTA, the
level of Federal involvement in
mitigating interstate HHGs disputes has
been significantly reduced. FMCSA is
responsible for overseeing the
arbitration process, but has provided
only limited attention, staffing, and
resources to this non-safety related
function. Shippers of household goods
unhappy about loss or damage to
property during their move with an
interstate HHGs carriers may follow one
of several paths to settle disputes as
follows: (1) File a complaint with
consumer assistance organizations or
FMCSA; (2) agree to participate in a
binding arbitration process with the
American Moving and Storage
Association (AMSA) or some other
organization that runs an arbitration

process; or (3) pursue civil litigation.
Each carrier providing transportation of
household goods must agree to offer to
shippers of HHGs neutral arbitration, as
well as a concise easy-to-read, accurate
summary of the arbitration procedure,
any applicable costs, and disclosure of
the legal effects of election to utilize
arbitration and inform shippers about
the availability of this process to resolve
complaints (49 U.S.C. § 14708(a) and
(b)(2)). As mandated by Congress,
FMCSA is required to determine the
effectiveness of arbitration as a means of
settling HHGs disputes from the point of
view of both interstate shippers and
carriers. The increasing number of
consumer complaints related to HHGs
shipments received by FMCSA and
other consumer protection organizations
demonstrates the current need for such
an assessment.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondents: Household goods
shippers and carriers.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
324 [100 respondents x 3 surveys + 24
respondents x 1 survey = 324
respondents].

Average Burden per Response: 30
minutes per survey.

Total Annual Hours Requested: The
estimated total annual burden is 162
hours for the information collection
comprised of four arbitration
satisfaction surveys—one for HHGs
arbitration users, one for HHGs
arbitration complainants, one for HHGs
carriers; and one for HHGs arbitration
filers who have filed complaints with
FMCSA [100 respondents x 3 surveys +
24 respondents x 1 survey x 30 minutes/
60 minutes = 162 hours].

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of FMCSA, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
estimated burden; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, without reducing the
quality of the collected information. All
responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval.

Issued on: March 24, 2006.
Annette M. Sandberg,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. E6-4684 Filed 3—30-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket Nos. FMCSA-99-5578, FMCSA—99—
6156, FMCSA-99-6480, FMCSA—2002—
13411, FMCSA—2003-16241, FMCSA—-2003—
16564]

Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of renewal of exemption;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to renew the exemptions from
the vision requirement in the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Regulations for 16
individuals. FMCSA has statutory
authority to exempt individuals from its
vision standards if the exemptions
granted will not compromise safety. The
Agency has concluded that granting
these exemptions will provide a level of
safety that is equivalent to, or greater
than, the level of safety maintained
without the exemptions for these
commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers.

DATES: This decision is effective April
14, 2006. Comments must be received
on or before May 1, 2006.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT Docket Management
System (DMS) Docket Numbers
FMCSA—-99-5578, FMCSA—-99-6156,
FMCSA—-99-6480, FMCSA—-2002—-13411,
FMCSA-2003-16241 and FMCSA—
2003-16564, using any of the following
methods.

e Web site: http://dmses.dot.gov.
Follow the instructions for submitting
comments on the DOT electronic docket
site.

e Fax: 1-202-493-2251.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,
Room PL—401, Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

e Hand Delivery: Room PL—401 on
the plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the Agency name and docket
numbers for this Notice. Note that all
comments received will be posted
without change to http://dms.dot.gov,
including any personal information
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provided. Please see the Privacy Act
heading for further information.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or Room PL—
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. The DMS is available
24 hours each day, 365 days each year.
If you want us to notify you that we
received your comments, please include
a self-addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard or print the acknowledgement
page that appears after submitting
comments on-line.

Privacy Act: Anyone may search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or of the person signing the
comment, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
You may review the Department of
Transportation’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
Notice published on April 11, 2000 (65
FR 19477; Apr. 11, 2000). This
information is also available at http://
dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Mary D. Gunnels, Chief, Physical
Qualifications Division, (202) 366—4001,
maggi.gunnels@fmcsa.dot.gov FMCSA,
Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590-0001. Office hours are from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., E.T., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Exemption Decision

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e),
FMCSA may renew an exemption from
the vision requirements in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10), which applies to drivers
of CMVs in interstate commerce, for a
two-year period if it finds “such
exemption would likely achieve a level
of safety that is equivalent to, or greater
than, the level that would be achieved
absent such exemption.” The
procedures for requesting an exemption
(including renewals) are set out in 49
CFR part 381. This Notice addresses 16
individuals who have requested renewal
of their exemptions in a timely manner.
FMCSA has evaluated these 16
applications for renewal on their merits
and decided to extend each exemption
for a renewable two-year period. They
are:

Lawrence M. Daley
Clifford H. Dovel
Glenn E. Gee
Robert N. Heaton

Laurent G. Jacques
Jay W. Jarvis
Michael W. Jones
Earl E. Martin
Craig W. Miller
Jack D. Miller
Eric M. Moats, Sr.
Robert W. Nicks
Tommy L. Ray, Jr.
Wolfgang V. Spekis
Edward J. Sullivan
Steven L. Valley

These exemptions are extended
subject to the following conditions: (1)
That each individual have an
examination every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the standard in 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a medical
examiner who attests that the individual
is otherwise physically qualified under
49 CFR 391.41; (2) that each individual
provide a copy of the ophthalmologist’s
or optometrist’s report to the medical
examiner at the time of the annual
medical examination; and (3) that each
individual provide a copy of the annual
medical certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file and retain a copy of the certification
on his/her person while driving for
presentation to a duly authorized
Federal, State, or local enforcement
official. Each exemption will be valid
for two years unless rescinded earlier by
FMCSA. The exemption will be
rescinded if: (1) The person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption; (2) the exemption has
resulted in a lower level of safety than
was maintained before it was granted; or
(3) continuation of the exemption would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e).

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than two years from its approval date
and may be renewed upon application
for additional two-year periods. In
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e), each of the 16 applicants has
satisfied the entry conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the vision
requirements (64 FR 27027; 64 FR
51568; 67 FR 10475; 69 FR 8260; 64 FR
54948; 65 FR 159; 67 FR 17102; 69 FR
17267; 64 FR 68195; 65 FR 20251; 67 FR
76439; 68 FR 10298; 68 FR 61857; 68 FR
75715; 68 FR 74669; 69 FR 10503). Each
of these 16 applicants has requested
timely renewal of the exemption and
has submitted evidence showing that
the vision in the better eye continues to
meet the standard specified at 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10) and that the vision

impairment is stable. In addition, a
review of each record of safety while
driving with the respective vision
deficiencies over the past two years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption standards.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to drive safely in interstate
commerce. Therefore, FMCSA
concludes that extending the exemption
for each renewal applicant for a period
of two years is likely to achieve a level
of safety equal to that existing without
the exemption.

Request for Comments

FMCSA will review comments
received at any time concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e). However, FMCSA requests
that interested parties with specific data
concerning the safety records of these
drivers submit comments by May 1,
2006.

FMCSA believes that the
requirements for a renewal of an
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e) can be satisfied by initially
granting the renewal and then
requesting and evaluating, if needed,
subsequently comments submitted by
interested parties. As indicated above,
the Agency previously published
notices of final disposition announcing
its decision to exempt these 16
individuals from the vision requirement
in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10). That final
decision to grant the exemption to each
of these individuals was based on the
merits of each case and only after
careful consideration of the comments
received to its Notices of applications.
Those Notices of applications stated in
detail the qualifications, experience,
and medical condition of each applicant
for an exemption from the vision
requirements. That information is
available by consulting the above cited
Federal Register publications.

Interested parties possessing
information that would suggest that any,
or all of these drivers, are not currently
achieving the statutory level of safety
should immediately notify FMCSA. The
Agency will evaluate any adverse
evidence submitted and, if safety is
being compromised or if continuation of
the exemption would not be consistent
with the goals and objectives of 49
U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), FMCSA will
take immediate steps to revoke the
exemption(s) in question.
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Issued on: March 24, 2006.
Rose A. McMurray,

Associate Administrator, Policy and Program
Development.

[FR Doc. E6-4683 Filed 3—-30-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Agency Request for Emergency
Processing of Collection of
Information by the Office of
Management and Budget

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and
its implementing regulations, the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
hereby announces that it is seeking an
extension of the following currently
approved information collection
activities. These information collection
activities received a six-month
emergency approval from OMB. FRA
seeks this extension while it works on
developing a proposed rule related to
the same topic of railroad operating
rules. Before submitting these
information collection requirements for
clearance by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), FRA is soliciting
public comment on specific aspects of
the activities identified below.

DATES: Comments must be received no
later than May 30, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
on any or all of the following proposed
activities by mail to either: Mr. Robert
Brogan, Office of Safety, Planning and
Evaluation Division, RRS-21, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17, Washington,
DC 20590, or Mr. Victor Angelo, Office
of Support Systems, RAD-20, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington,
DC 20590. Commenters requesting FRA
to acknowledge receipt of their
respective comments must include a
self-addressed stamped postcard stating,
“Comments on OMB control number

2130-0568.” Alternatively, comments
may be transmitted via facsimile to
(202) 493-6230 or (202) 493-6170, or e-
mail to Mr. Brogan at
robert.brogan@fra.dot.gov, or to Mr.
Angelo at victor.angelo@fra.dot.gov.
Please refer to the assigned OMB control
number in any correspondence
submitted. FRA will summarize
comments received in response to this
notice in a subsequent notice and
include them in its information
collection submission to OMB for
approval.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Robert Brogan, Office of Planning and
Evaluation Division, RRS-21, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17, Washington,
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493-6292)
or Victor Angelo, Office of Support
Systems, RAD-20, RAD-20, Federal
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington,
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493—-6470).
(These telephone numbers are not toll-
free.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), Pub. L. No. 104-13, § 2, 109 Stat.
163 (1995) (codified as revised at 44
U.S.C. 3501-3520), and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to
provide 60-days notice to the public for
comment on information collection
activities before seeking approval for
reinstatement or renewal by OMB. 44
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A); 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1),
1320.10(e)(1), 1320.12(a). Specifically,
FRA invites interested respondents to
comment on the following summary of
proposed information collection
activities regarding (i) Whether the
information collection activities are
necessary for FRA to properly execute
its functions, including whether the
activities will have practical utility; (ii)
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the
burden of the information collection
activities, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used to
determine the estimates; (iii) ways for
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information being
collected; and (iv) ways for FRA to
minimize the burden of information

REPORTING BURDEN

collection activities on the public by
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology (e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses). See 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)(i)-(v); 5 CFR
1320.8(d)(1)(i)—-(iv). FRA believes that
soliciting public comment will promote
its efforts to reduce the administrative
and paperwork burdens associated with
the collection of information mandated
by Federal regulations. In summary,
FRA reasons that comments received
will advance three objectives: (i) Reduce
reporting burdens; (ii) ensure that it
organizes information collection
requirements in a “user friendly” format
to improve the use of such information;
and (iii) accurately assess the resources
expended to retrieve and produce
information requested. See 44 U.S.C.
3501.

Below is a brief summary of currently
approved information collection
activities that FRA will submit for
clearance by OMB as required under the
PRA:

OMB Control Number: 2130-0568.

Title: FRA Emergency Order No. 24,
Notice No. 1.

Abstract: The collection of
information is due to a recent rash of
railroad accidents caused by human
failure to properly set hand-operated
main track switches in non-signaled
territory. FRA has determined that
public safety compels the issuance of
Emergency Order No. 24 and
necessitates this collection of
information in order that railroads
modify their operating rules and take
certain other actions necessary to ensure
that their employees who operate hand-
operated main track switches in non-
signaled territory restore the switches to
their proper (normal) position after use.
The Emergency Order is intended to
reduce the risk of serious injury or death
both to railroad employees and the
general public.

Form Number(s): N/A.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Respondent Universe: 685 railroads;
100,000 Railroad Employees.

Frequency of Submission: One-time;
On occasion.

Emergency order item no.

Respondent uni-

Total annual re-

Average time per

Total annual bur-

Total annual bur-

verse sponses response den hours den cost
(1)—Instruction On Railroad Oper- | 685 Railroads; 100,000 instruction | 60 minutes ........... 100,000 hours ...... $4,700,000.
ating Rule—Operation of manual 100,000 employ- sessions.
main track switches in non-signal ees.
territory.
—Instruction Records .................. 685 Railroads ....... 100,000 records ... | 2 minutes ............. 3,333 hours .......... $126,654.
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