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Performance and Results Act (GPRA)
and Program Rating Assessment Tool
(PART) reporting.

Requests for copies of the information
collection submission for OMB review
may be accessed from http://
edicsweb.ed.gov, by selecting the
“Browse Pending Collections” link and
by clicking on link number 2963. When
you access the information collection,
click on “Download Attachments” to
view. Written requests for information
should be addressed to U.S. Department
of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue,
SW., Potomac Center, 9th Floor,
Washington, DC 20202-4700. Requests
may also be electronically mailed to
ICDocketMgr@ed.gov or faxed to 202—
245-6623. Please specify the complete
title of the information collection when
making your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be electronically mailed to the e-
mail address ICDocketMgr@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. E6-3577 Filed 3—13—06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance: Hearing

AGENCY: Advisory Committee on
Student Financial Assistance,
Education.

ACTION: Notice of upcoming hearing.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
schedule and proposed agenda of a
forthcoming hearing of the Advisory
committee on Student Financial
Assistance. Individuals who will need
accommodations for a disability in order
to attend the hearing (i.e., interpreting
services, assistive listening devices,
and/or materials in alternative format)
should notify the Advisory Committee
no later than Tuesday, March 28, 2006,
by contacting Ms. Hope Gray at (202)
219-2099 or via e-mail at
Hope.Gray@ed.gov. We will attempt to
meet requests after this date, but cannot
guarantee availability of the requested
accommodation. The hearing site is
accessible to individuals with
disabilities. This notice also describes
the functions of the Advisory
Committee. Notice of this hearing is
required under Section 10(a)(2) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act. This
document is intended to notify the
general public.

DATE AND TIME: Tuesday, April 4, 2006,
beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at
approximately 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The Washington Court
Hotel, 525 New Jersey Avenue, NW.,
Executive Room, Lower Lobby Level,
Washington DC 20001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Nicole A. Barry, Deputy Director,
Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance, Capitol Place, 80 F
Street, NW., Suite 413, Washington DC
20202-7582, (202) 219-2099.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance is established
under Section 491 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 as amended by
Public Law 100-50 (20 U.S.C. 1098).
The Advisory Committee serves as an
independent source of advice and
counsel to the Congress and the
Secretary of Education on student
financial aid policy. Since its inception,
the congressional mandate requires the
Advisory Committee to conduct
objective, nonpartisan, and independent
analyses on important aspects of the
student assistance programs under Title
IV of the Higher Education Act, and to
make recommendations that will result
in the maintenance of access to
postsecondary education for low- and
middle income students. In addition,
Congress expanded the Advisory
Committee’s mission in the Higher
Education Amendments of 1998 to
include several important areas: Access,
Title IV modernization, distance
education, and early information and
needs assessment. Specifically, the
Advisory Committee is to review,
monitor and evaluate the Department of
Education’s progress in these areas and
report recommended improvements to
Congress and the Secretary.

The Advisory Committee has
scheduled the hearing on Tuesday,
April 4 in Washington, DC to launch its
new Study on Innovative Pathways to
Baccalaureate Degree Attainment
(Innovative Pathways Study). This
three-year initiative, which was
originally included in the Senate’s HEA
reauthorization bill, will identify
creative programs and strategies
designed to increase the likelihood that
students from low- and moderate-
income families attain a baccalaureate
degree. The Advisory Committee will
focus on ways to eliminate major
academic, institutional, and financial
barriers facing students and families
from middle school through college.
Over the course of the study, the
Committee will produce a series of
reports that highlight promising
approaches to ensure that students who

aspire to such a degree move through
the access and persistence pipeline in
an efficient, effective, and timely
manner. These reports will be designed
to encourage federal, state, and
institutional policymakers to embrace
best practices that, over time, will
narrow income-related gaps in degree
completion.

The proposed agenda includes expert
testimony and discussions by
policymakers and representatives from
state agencies, institutions, and early
intervention programs who will address:
(a) Innovative pathways in middle
school and high school designed to
increase low- and moderate-income
students’ chances of attaining a
baccalaureate degree, (b) promising
strategies for improving the transition
from high school to college, including
credit-based transition and dual
enrollment programs, and (c) programs
in higher education designed to increase
the number of low- and moderate-
income students that attain a bachelor’s
degree, including those programs to
increase the rate of transfer and
articulation from two-year to four-year
institutions. The Advisory Committee
will also conduct a roundtable
discussion among Committee members
and panelists on the Innovative
Pathways Study, followed by a public
comment session.

The Advisory Committee invites the
public to submit written comments on
the Innovative Pathways Study to the
following e-mail address:
ACSFA®@ed.gov. Information regarding
the Innovative Pathways Study will also
be available on the Advisory
Committee’s Web site, http://
www.ed.gov/ACSFA. We must receive
your comments on or before April 3,
2006 to be included in the hearing
materials; additional comments should
be provided to the Committee no later
than June 30, 2006.

Space for the hearing is limited and
you are encourage to register early if you
plan to attend. You may register by
sending an e-mail to the following
address: ACSFA@ed.gov or
Tracy.Deanna.Jones@ed.gov. Please
include your name, title, affiliation,
complete address (including internet
and e-mail, if available), and telephone
and fax numbers. If your are unable to
register electronically, you may fax your
registration information to the Advisory
Committee staff office at (202) 219—
3032. You may also contact the
Advisory Committee staff directly at
(202) 219-2099. The registration
deadline is Wednesday, March 29,
2006.

Records are kept for Advisory
Committee proceedings, and are
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available for inspection at the Office of
the Advisory Committee on Student
Financial Assistance, Capitol Place, 80 F
Street, NW.—Suite 413, Washington, DC
from the hours of 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Information regarding the
Advisory Committee is available on the
Committee’s Web site, http://
www.ed.gov/ACSFA.

Dated: March 8, 2006.
Dr. William J. Goggin,

Executive Director, Advisory Committee on
Student Financial Assistance.

[FR Doc. 06—2405 Filed 3—13-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Environmental Management Site-
Specific Advisory Board, Hanford

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
meeting of the Environmental
Management Site-Specific Advisory
Board (EMSSAB), Hanford. The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—
463, 86 Stat. 770) requires that public
notice of this meeting be announced in
the Federal Register.
DATES: Thursday, April 6, 2006. 9 a.m.—
5 p.m.

Friday, April 7, 2006. 8:30 a.m.—4
p.m.

ADDRESSES: Red Lion Hotel, 304
Southeast Nye Avenue, Pendleton,
Oregon 97801. Phone Number: (541)
276-6111.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erik
Olds, Federal Coordinator, Department
of Energy Richland Operations Office,
2440 Stevens Drive, P.O. Box 450, H6—
60, Richland, WA, 99352; Phone: (509)
376-8656; Fax: (509) 376-1214.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Purpose Of
the Board: The purpose of the Board is
to make recommendations to DOE in the
areas of environmental restoration,
waste management, and related
activities.

Tentative Agenda:

e Hanford’s 2008 Budget Submittal.

e Tank Closure and Waste
Management Environmental Impact
Statement.

¢ Office of River Protection
Integration.

¢ Contracting Strategy.

e Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act (CERCLA) Five-Year Plan.

Public Participation: The meeting is
open to the public. Written statements
may be filed with the Board either

before or after the meeting. Individuals
who wish to make oral statements
pertaining to agenda items should
contact Erik Olds’ office at the address
or telephone number listed above.
Requests must be received five days
prior to the meeting and reasonable
provision will be made to include the
presentation in the agenda. The Deputy
Designated Federal Officer is
empowered to conduct the meeting in a
fashion that will facilitate the orderly
conduct of business. Individuals
wishing to make public comment will
be provided a maximum of five minutes
to present their comments.

Minutes: The minutes of this meeting
will be available for public review and
copying at the U.S. Department of
Energy’s Freedom of Information Public
Reading Room, 1E-190, Forrestal
Building, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20585 between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday-Friday, except
Federal holidays. Minutes will also be
available by writing to Erik Olds’ office
at the address or telephone number
listed above.

Issued at Washington, DC on March 8,
2006.

Carol Matthews,

Acting Advisory Committee Management
Officer.

[FR Doc. E6-3592 Filed 3—13—06; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy; State Energy
Advisory Board—Executive Working
Group

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of open teleconference.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
teleconference of the State Energy
Advisory Board (STEAB)—Executive
Working Group. The Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—463; 86 Stat.
770), requires that public notice of these
teleconferences be announced in the
Federal Register. No official business
will be conducted—this is for
information sharing only.

DATES: March 16, 2006 from 2 p.m. to

3 p.m. EST.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gary
Burch, STEAB Designated Federal
Officer, Director, Central Regional
Office, Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy (EERE), U.S. Department of
Energy, 1617 Cole Boulevard, Golden,
CO 80401, Telephone 303/275-4801.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Purpose of
the Board: To make recommendations to

the Assistant Secretary for Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy
regarding goals and objectives,
programmatic and administrative
policies, and to otherwise carry out the
Board’s responsibilities pursuant to the
State Energy Efficiency Programs
Improvement Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101—
440).

Tentative Agenda: Update members
on routine business matters. No official
actions will be taken.

Public Participation: The
teleconference is open to the public.
Members of the public wishing to
participate in the teleconference should
contact Gary Burch for call-in
information. Written statements may be
filed with the Board either before or
after the meeting. Members of the public
who wish to make oral statements
pertaining to agenda items should
contact Gary Burch at the address or
telephone number listed above.
Requests to make oral comments will be
accepted and a reasonable provision
will be made to include requested
topic(s) on the agenda. The Chair of the
Board is empowered to conduct the call
in a fashion that will facilitate the
orderly conduct of business. This notice
is being published less than 15 days
before the date of the meeting due to
programmatic issues.

Notes: The notes of the teleconference will
be available for public review and copying
within 60 days at the Freedom of Information
Public Reading Room, 1E-190, Forrestal
Building, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DG, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

Issued at Washington, DC, on March 9,
2006.

Rachel Samuel,

Deputy Advisory Committee Management
Officer.

[FR Doc. E6-3591 Filed 3—13-06; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P
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