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Harvey Keepler, State Environmental/
Location Engineer, Georgia Department
of Transportation, Office of
Environmental/Location, 3993 Aviation
Circle, Atlanta, Georgia 30336,
Telephone (404) 699-4400.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
FHWA, in cooperation with the GDOT,
will prepare a supplemental draft EIS to
construct a new location roadway
between US 41 and I-75 in Bartow
County, Georgia for a distance of
approximately 7.5 miles. This new
location extension of US 411 is needed
to provide additional capacity and
congestion relief for the existing
roadway network, which currently
includes common sections of US 411,
SR 61 and SR 20 to access I-75. This
project would provide direct, multi-lane
access from Rome to I-75 and is one of
the final connecting links in the
Memphis to Atlanta Connector.

A Final EIS for this project was
approved January 9, 1989, and the
Record of Decision was signed May 25,
1989. In 1991, a suit was filed against
the USDOT, FHWA and the GDOT on
this project. In 1993, the United States
District Court for the Northern District
of Georgia acknowledged the need for
the project and confirmed its
independent utility from a larger east-
west connector known as teh Northern
Arc. However, the document was ruled
inadequate because it failed to
adequately study a full range of
alternatives. The proposed
Supplemental draft EIS will address and
study a full range of alternatives for this
corridor and will provide updated
studies and analyses on the alternatives
originally studied.

Letters describing the proposed action
and soliciting comments will be sent to
appropriate Federal, State, and local
agencies. A public hearing will be held
and a public notice will be given of the
time and place of the hearing.

To ensure that the full range of issues
related to this proposed project is
addressed and all significant issues
identified in the EIS, formal scoping
will be reinitiated. Additionally,
comments and suggestions are invited
from all interested parties. Comments or
questions concerning this proposed
action should be directed to the FHWA
at the address provided above.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research,
Planning and Construction. Georgia’s
approved clearinghouse review procedures
apply to this program.)

Issued on: November 5, 2003.
Jennifer L. Giersch,
Environmental Coordinator, Atlanta, Georgia.
[FR Doc. 03-28631 Filed 11-14—03; 8:45 am)]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

[Docket Nos. FMCSA-98-4334, FMCSA-99—
5578, FMCSA-99-5748, FMCSA-99-6480,
FMCSA-2000-7363, FMCSA-2000-8398]

Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Vision

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of renewal of exemption;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: This notice publishes the
FMCSA decision to renew the
exemptions from the vision requirement
in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations for 22 individuals. The
FMCSA has statutory authority to
exempt individuals from vision
standards if the exemptions granted will
not compromise safety. The agency has
concluded that granting these
exemptions will provide a level of safety
that will be equivalent to, or greater
than, the level of safety maintained
without the exemptions for these
commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers.

DATES: This decision is effective
November 30, 2003. Comments from
interested persons should be submitted
by December 17, 2003.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT DMS Docket
Numbers FMCSA-98-4334, FMCSA—
99-5578, FMCSA-99-5748, FMCSA—-
99-6480, FMCSA-2000-7363, and
FMCSA-2000-8398 by any of the
following methods:

» Web site: http://dms.dot.gov.
Follow the instructions for submitting
comments on the DOT electronic docket
site.

e Fax:1-202-493-2251.

* Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,
Room PL—-401, Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

* Hand Delivery: Room PL-401 on
the plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC, between 9 am and 5 pm, Monday
through Friday, except Federal
Holidays.

 Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the

on-line instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
numbers for this notice. For detailed
instructions on submitting comments
and additional information on the
rulemaking process, see the Public
Participation heading of the
Supplementary Information section of
this document. Note that all comments
received will be posted without change
to http://dms.dot.gov, including any
personal information provided. Please
see the Privacy Act heading under
Regulatory Notices.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL—
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal Holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Sandra Zywokarte, Office of Bus and
Truck Standards and Operations, (202)
366—2987, FMCSA, Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590—0001.
Office hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15
p.m., e.t.,, Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation: The DMS is
available 24 hours each day, 365 days
each year. You can get electronic
submission and retrieval help
guidelines under the “help” section of
the DMS Web site. If you want us to
notify you that we received your
comments, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard or print the acknowledgement
page that appears after submitting
comments on-line.

Privacy Act: Anyone is able to search
the electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review the Department of
Transportation’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78) or you
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

Exemption Decision

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e),
the FMCSA may renew an exemption
from the vision requirement in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10), which applies to drivers
of CMVs in interstate commerce, for a 2-
year period if it finds “such exemption
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would likely achieve a level of safety
that is equivalent to, or greater than, the
level that would be achieved absent
such exemption.” The procedures for
requesting an exemption (including
renewals) are set out in 49 CFR Part 381.
This notice addresses 22 individuals
who have requested renewal of their
exemptions in a timely manner. The
FMCSA has evaluated these 22
applications for renewal on their merits
and decided to extend each exemption
for a renewable 2-year period.

They are: Terry J. Aldridge, Jerry D.
Bridges, Michael L. Brown, Roosevelt
Bryant, James C. Bryce, Thomas P.
Cummings, Ralph E. Eckles, Marion R.
Fox, Jr., Gary R. Gutschow, Richard J.
Hanna, Peter L. Haubruck, James J.
Hewitt, John K. Love, Albert E. Malley,
Eldon Miles, Rodney M. Mimbs, Walter
F. Moniowczak, Marvin L. Swillie, Jr.,
Robert Tatum, Thomas E. Walsh, Kevin
P. Weinhold, and Thomas A. Wise.

These exemptions are extended
subject to the following conditions: (1)
That each individual have a physical
exam every year (a) by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist who
attests that the vision in the better eye
continues to meet the standard in 49
CFR 391.41(b)(10), and (b) by a medical
examiner who attests that the individual
is otherwise physically qualified under
49 CFR 391.41; (2) that each individual
provide a copy of the ophthalmologist’s
or optometrist’s report to the medical
examiner at the time of the annual
medical examination; and (3) that each
individual provide a copy of the annual
medical certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file and retain a copy of the certification
on his/her person while driving for
presentation to a duly authorized
Federal, State, or local enforcement
official. Each exemption will be valid
for 2 years unless rescinded earlier by
the FMCSA. The exemption will be
rescinded if: (1) The person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption; (2) the exemption has
resulted in a lower level of safety than
was maintained before it was granted; or
(3) continuation of the exemption would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e).

Basis for Renewing Exemptions

Under 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1), an
exemption may be granted for no longer
than 2 years from its approval date and
may be renewed upon application for
additional 2-year periods. In accordance
with 49 U.S.C. 31315 and 31136(e), each
of the 22 applicants has satisfied the
entry conditions for obtaining an
exemption from the vision requirements

(63 FR 66226, 64 FR 16517, 66 FR
41656, 64 FR 27027, 64 FR 51568, 66 FR
63289, 64 FR 40404, 64 FR 66962, 64 FR
68195, 65 FR 20251, 65 FR 45817, 65 FR
77066, 65 FR 78256, 66 FR 16311). Each
of these 22 applicants has requested
timely renewal of the exemption and
has submitted evidence showing that
the vision in the better eye continues to
meet the standard specified at 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10) and that the vision
impairment is stable. In addition, a
review of each record of safety while
driving with the respective vision
deficiencies over the past 2 years
indicates each applicant continues to
meet the vision exemption standards.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to drive safely in interstate
commerce. Therefore, the FMCSA
concludes that extending the exemption
for each renewal applicant for a period
of 2 years is likely to achieve a level of
safety equal to that existing without the
exemption.

Comments

The FMCSA will review comments
received at any time concerning a
particular driver’s safety record and
determine if the continuation of the
exemption is consistent with the
requirements at 49 U.S.C. 31315 and
31136(e). However, the FMCSA requests
that interested parties with specific data
concerning the safety records of these
drivers submit comments by December
17, 2003.

In the past the FMCSA has received
comments from Advocates for Highway
and Auto Safety (Advocates) expressing
continued opposition to the FMCSA’s
procedures for renewing exemptions
from the vision requirement in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(10). Specifically, Advocates
objects to the agency’s extension of the
exemptions without any opportunity for
public comment prior to the decision to
renew, and reliance on a summary
statement of evidence to make its
decision to extend the exemption of
each driver.

The issues raised by Advocates were
addressed at length in 66 FR 17994
(April 4, 2001). The FMCSA continues
to find its exemption process
appropriate to the statutory and
regulatory requirements.

Issued on: November 10, 2003.
Pamela M. Pelcovits,

Office Director, Policy, Plans, and
Regulations.

[FR Doc. 03-28620 Filed 11-14-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2003-16481]

Notice of Receipt of Petition for
Decision That Nonconforming 1991—
1994 Mercedes Benz S Class (140 Car
Line) Passenger Cars Are Eligible for
Importation

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of petition for
decision that nonconforming 1991-1994
Mercedes Benz S Class (140 car line)
passenger cars are eligible for
importation.

SUMMARY: This document announces
receipt by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) of a
petition for a decision that 1991-1994
Mercedes Benz S Class (140 car line)
passenger cars that were not originally
manufactured to comply with all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards are eligible for importation
into the United States because (1) they
are substantially similar to vehicles that
were originally manufactured for
importation into and sale in the United
States and that were certified by their
manufacturer as complying with the
safety standards, and (2) they are
capable of being readily altered to
conform to the standards.

DATES: The closing date for comments
on the petition is December 17, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
the docket number and notice number,
and be submitted to: Docket
Management, Room PL—401, 400
Seventh St., SW., Washington, DC
20590 (docket hours are from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.). Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78) or you
may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Coleman Sachs, Office of Vehicle Safety
Compliance, NHTSA (202-366-3151).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A), a
motor vehicle that was not originally
manufactured to conform to all
applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
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