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Valley, including the Las Vegas Valley 
disposal area, the Valley West Disposal 
area and other legislatively authorized 
disposal areas. This does not preclude 
other authorized uses of public lands 
such as application for Rights-of-Way, 
Leases and Recreation and Public 
Purpose uses located in Clark County, 
Nevada, Hydrographic Basin 212. The 
EIS will fulfill the needs and obligations 
set forth by the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), 
and BLM management policies. 
Completion of this EIS effort will ensure 
the intent of Congress as portrayed in 
the Southern Nevada Public Lands 
Management Act is met by providing 
land for organized local community 
development. The BLM will work 
collaboratively with all the interested 
public. The public scoping process will 
help identify issues and concerns based 
on potential build-out of the Las Vegas 
Valley as well as other potential uses of 
lands within Hydrographic Basin 212. 
This is critical as Basin 212 is currently 
classified as a serious non-attainment 
area for Particulate Matter 10 microns or 
less in size (PM10) and Carbon 
Monoxide (CO).
DATES: This notice initiates the public 
scoping process. Comments and 
concerns on issues can be submitted in 
writing to the address listed below and 
will be accepted throughout the 30-day 
scoping period. All public meetings will 
be announced through the local news 
media, newsletters, and the BLM web 
site at http://www.nv.blm.gov at least 15 
days prior to the meeting. The minutes 
and list of attendees for each meeting 
will be available to the public and open 
for 30 days to any participant who 
wishes to clarify the views they 
expressed. 

Public Participation: Public meetings 
will be held throughout the EIS scoping 
and preparation period. The BLM will 
announce the locations and times for 
public scoping meetings at least fifteen 
days prior to the actual meeting dates. 
At this time, the BLM anticipates 
meetings will be held in late September 
and early October. Times and places 
will be posted on our web site as well 
as in notices in the local newspapers. 
Early participation is encouraged and 
will provide guidance and suggestions 
for future development within the Las 
Vegas Valley. In addition to the ongoing 
public participation process, formal 
opportunities for public participation 
will be provided upon publication of 
the BLM draft EIS.
ADDRESSES: Written comments should 
be sent to the Bureau of Land 
Management, Las Vegas Field Office, 

4701 North Torrey Pines Drive, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89130–2301; Fax (702) 
515–5023. Documents pertinent to this 
proposal may be examined at the Las 
Vegas Field Office.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information and/or to have your 
name added to our mailing list, contact 
Jeffrey Steinmetz, BLM, Las Vegas Field 
Office, Telephone (702) 515–5097; email 
jsteinme@blm.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Public 
Law 107–282 added approximately 
22,000 acres to the existing Las Vegas 
Valley Disposal Area, by amending the 
existing boundary defined and approved 
in the Southern Nevada Public Lands 
Management Act, Pub. L. 105–263. 
Shortly after approval of Pub. L. 107–
282, the BLM experienced a rapid 
increase in the requests for public land 
disposal. Public Law 107–282 
significantly increased the amount of 
land available for disposal in the Las 
Vegas Valley. This created an immediate 
need to augment the impact analysis, 
especially the cumulative impact 
analysis contained in the Las Vegas 
Resource Management Plan, signed 
October 5, 1998. 

The changing needs and interests of 
the local governments and public 
relating to land for growth within the 
Las Vegas Valley necessitates a 
comprehensive update to the analysis in 
the existing Las Vegas Resource 
Management Plan, EIS. The major issue 
themes that will be addressed in the EIS 
include: Impacts to air quality; impacts 
to surface water hydrology and water 
quality; impacts to water use based on 
increased population; protection of 
federally-listed species, state-listed 
species, and BLM sensitive species; 
analyze development scenarios based on 
local community development land use 
plans; minimizing visibility impacts; 
balancing conflicting and compatible 
land uses; protection of cultural and 
paleontological resources; 
environmental justice, social and 
economic impacts, cumulative impacts 
of the project for the entire 212 
hydrologic basin based on build-out 
(build-out will include sales, and other 
land use authorizations); and 
assessment of land surface conditions. 

After gathering public comments on 
what issues the EIS should address, the 
suggested issues will be placed in one 
of three categories: 

1. Issues to be resolved in the EIS; 
2. Issues resolved through policy or 

administrative action; or 
3. Issues beyond the scope of the EIS.

Rationale will be provided in the EIS for 
each issue placed in category two or 
three. In addition to these major issues, 

a number of management questions and 
concerns will be addressed in the EIS. 
The public is encouraged to help 
identify these questions and concerns 
during the scoping phase. 

BLM is currently working with the 
Argonne National Laboratory to provide 
all baseline data as well as a predictive 
model for air impacts within the Las 
Vegas Valley. This analysis will be 
incorporated into the Las Vegas Valley 
Disposal EIS as the best available data 
to complete the cumulative impact 
analysis portion of the EIS. 

An interdisciplinary approach will be 
used to develop the EIS in order to 
consider the variety of resource issues 
and concerns identified. Disciplines 
involved in the EIS process will include 
specialists with expertise in soils, 
minerals and geology; hydrology; 
botany; wildlife; transportation; visual 
resources; air quality; lands and realty; 
outdoor recreation; archaeology; 
paleontology; and sociology and 
economics. 

Comments, including names and 
street addresses of respondents, will be 
available for public review at the Las 
Vegas Field Office during regular 
business hours (7:30 a.m. through 4:30 
p.m.), Monday through Friday, except 
holidays, and may be published as part 
of the EIS. Individual respondents may 
request confidentiality. If you wish to 
withhold your name or street address 
from public review or from disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act, 
you must state this prominently at the 
beginning of your written comment. 
Such requests will be honored to the 
extent allowed by law. All submissions 
from organizations and businesses, and 
from individuals identifying themselves 
as representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, will be 
available for public inspection in their 
entirety.

Dated: August 14, 2003. 
Angie C. Lara, 
Acting Field Manager.
[FR Doc. 03–24666 Filed 9–25–03; 10:46 am] 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), the Western 
Montana, Central Montana, Eastern 
Montana, and Dakotas Resource 
Advisory Councils will meet as 
indicated below.
DATES: All four RACs will meet jointly 
on October 29, 2003. The joint meeting 
will begin at 8 a.m. and will be held at 
the BLM Montana State Office, 5001 
Southgate Drive, Billings, Montana. 
Topics to be discussed include 
Sustaining Working Landscapes and the 
National Sage-Grouse Habitat 
Conservation Strategy. A public 
comment period will be held from 1–2 
p.m. 

Three RACs will also hold individual 
meetings. The Central Montana RAC 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. on October 28, 
2003, and will continue its meeting on 
October 30, 2003, at 8 a.m. at the BLM 
Montana State Office at 5001 Southgate 
Drive, Billings, Montana. It will discuss 
the Upper Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument Resource 
Management Plan (RMP), Montana/
Dakotas Off-Highway Vehicle policy 
priority setting, and the Blackleaf 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
A public comment period will be held 
at 8 a.m. on October 30, 2003. 

The Eastern Montana RAC will meet 
on October 30, 2003, at 8 a.m. at the 
BLM Montana State Office at 5001 
Southgate Drive, Billings, Montana. 
Among its items of discussion will be 
coal bed natural gas development in the 
Powder River Basin. Its public comment 
period will be at 11:30 a.m. 

The Western Montana RAC will meet 
on October 30, 2003, at 8 a.m. at the 
Hampton Inn, 5110 Southgate Drive, 
Billings, Montana. The public comment 
period will be at 11 a.m. Among the 
agenda items are the Butte RMP and an 
update on the Limestone Hills Training 
Area EIS. The public comment period 
will be at 11:30 a.m.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 15-
member Councils advise the Secretary 
of the Interior, through the Bureau of 
Land Management, on a variety of 
planning and management issues 
associated with public land 
management in Montana and the 
Dakotas. All meetings are open to the 
public. The public may present written 
comments to the Councils. Each formal 
Council meeting will also have time 
allocated for hearing public comments. 
Depending on the number of persons 
wishing to comment and time available, 
the time for individual oral comments 

may be limited. Individuals who plan to 
attend and need special assistance, such 
as sign language interpretation, or other 
reasonable accommodations, should 
contact the BLM as provided below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Apple, State RAC Coordinator, at 
the BLM Montana State Office, 5001 
Southgate Drive, Billings, MT 59101, at 
406–896–5258.

Dated: September 23, 2003. 
A. Jerry Meredith, 
Acting State Director, Montana State Office.
[FR Doc. 03–24480 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
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On August 14, 2003, the Department 
of Labor (the Department) published in 
the Federal Register (68 FR 48637) an 
individual exemption which permits the 
purchase of any securities by an asset 
management affiliate of the Applicants 
(the Asset Manager), on behalf of 
employee benefit plans (Client Plans), 
including Client Plans investing in a 
pooled fund, for which the Asset 
Manager acts as a fiduciary, from any 
person other than the Asset Manager or 
an Affiliate thereof, during the existence 
of an underwriting or selling syndicate 
with respect to such securities, where 
any broker-dealer affiliate of the 
Applicants is a manager or member of 
such syndicate (i.e., ‘‘affiliated 
underwriter transaction’’ or ‘‘AUT’’), 
and/or where an affiliated trustee serves 
as trustee of a trust that issued the 
securities (whether or not debt 
securities) or serves as indenture trustee 
of securities that are debt securities (i.e., 
an ‘‘affiliated trustee transaction’’ or 
‘‘ATT’’). 

Section I(n)(5) of the exemption 
requires explicit notification to an 
Independent Fiduciary that the 
authorization to engage in the covered 
transaction may be terminated, without 
penalty (see the third column on 68 FR 
48639). The eighth line therein should 
read as follows: 

‘‘* * * on no more than five days’ 
notice by * * *’’ [emphasis added]
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Gary Lefkowitz of the Department, 
telephone (202) 693–8546.

Signed at Washington DC this 24th day of 
September, 2003. 
Ivan L. Strasfeld, 
Director, Office of Exemption Determinations, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–24593 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: This document contains a 
notice of pendency before the 
Department of Labor (the Department) of 
a proposed exemption from certain of 
the prohibited transaction restrictions of 
the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974 (the Act) and the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (the 
Code). The proposed exemption would 
exempt certain transactions that may 
occur as a result of the sharing of real 
estate investments among various 
Accounts maintained by Aetna, 
including the Aetna general account and 
the general accounts of Aetna’s affiliates 
which are insurance companies licensed 
to do business in at least one state 
(collectively, the General Account), and 
the ERISA-Covered Accounts with 
respect to which both Aetna and UBS 
Realty are fiduciaries. Aetna and UBS 
Realty (pursuant to the arrangement 
described herein) are primarily 
responsible for the acquisition, 
management and disposition of the 
assets allocated to the ERISA-Covered 
Accounts. Aetna has hired UBS Realty 
as a discretionary sub-adviser for the 
ERISA-Covered Accounts maintained by 
Aetna. UBS Realty will perform such 
services for the Accounts as of the 
transition effective date (expected to be 
October 1, 2003). However, Aetna will 
retain fiduciary authority over the 
ERISA-Covered Accounts after such 
date.

DATES: Written comments and requests 
for a public hearing must be received by 
the Department on or before November 
28, 2003.
ADDRESSES: All written comments and 
requests for a hearing (at least three 
copies) should be sent of the Office of 
Exemption Determinations, Employee 
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