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ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr.

Bruce R. Mate, Oregon State University,
Newport, Oregon 97365-5296, has been
issued an amendment to Permit No.
369-1440-01 to take various species of
large whales and opportunistically take
by Level B harassment other species of
marine mammals, for purposes of
scientific research.

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301/713-
2289);

Assistant Regional Administrator for
Protected Resources, Northeast Region,
NMFS, One Blackburn Drive,
Gloucester, MA 01930-2298; phone
(508)281-9346; fax (508)281-9371; and

Assistant Regional Administrator for
Protected Resources, Southeast Region,
NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive
North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702—-2432;
phone (813)570-5301; fax (813)570—
5517.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth Johnson 301/713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
January 28, 2003, notice was published
in the Federal Register (68 FR 4178)
that an amendment of Permit No. 369—
1440-01, issued April 19, 1999 (64 FR
19135), had been requested by the
above-named individual. The requested
amendment has been granted under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the provisions of
§216.39 of the Regulations Governing
the Taking and Importing of Marine
Mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
threatened and endangered fish and
wildlife (50 CFR 222.226).

The amendment authorizes the
applicant to tag and biopsy sample fin
whales in international water in the
Mediterranean Sea and extends the
expiration date through October 2004.

Issuance of this amendment, as
required by the ESA was based on a
finding that such permit (1) was applied
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to
the disadvantage of the endangered
species which is the subject of this
permit, and (3) is consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: May 13, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,

Chief, Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—12886 Filed 5—21-03; 8:45 am)]
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The United States-Greek Initiative for
Technology Cooperation With the
Balkans (ITCB)'s Joint Science and
Technology Cooperation Advisory
Council

AGENCY: Technology Administration,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for nominations
for joint council member.

SUMMARY: The Technology
Administration invites nominations of
individuals for appointment to a
vacancy on the Joint Science and
Technology Cooperation Advisory
Council established under a
Memorandum of Understanding
between the United States Department
of Commerce and the Greek Ministry of
National Economy concerning
technology cooperation with the
Balkans. The Technology
Administration also invites nominations
for appointment of three alternate Joint
Council members. The Technology
Administration will consider all
nominations received in response to this
notice.

DATES: Nominations must be received at
the address below by no later than June
30, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations
to Ken Ferguson, ITCB Program Officer,
Office of Technology Policy,
Technology Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce, Room 4411,
14th and Constitution Avenues, NW.,
Washington, DC 20230. Nominations
may also be submitted by fax or e-mail
to Ken Ferguson, ITCB Program Officer
at 202—-219-3310 or
kferguson@ta.doc.gov if followed up
with a hard copy sent by mail or
courier.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
Ferguson, ITCB Program Officer,
telephone: 202—-482—-0150; fax: 202—
219-3310, e-mail: kferguson@ta.doc.gov.

Goals of the Memorandum of
Understanding

On January 17, 1998, the United
States Department of Commerce and the

Greek Ministry of National Economy
(hereinafter known as the
“Participants”) entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
concerning technology cooperation with
the Balkans, to be known as “The
United States-Greek Initiative for
Technology Cooperation with the
Balkans” (ITCB). A Joint Science and
Technology Cooperation Advisory
Council (hereinafter “the Joint
Council”) operates under the MOU.

The Participants recognize that
working together to foster collaborative
and mutually beneficial technology
cooperation with countries in the
Balkan region will provide economic
benefits to the Balkan region, the United
States and Greece. The goal of the
Participants is to foster collaboration
among public and private entities in the
Participants’ countries with public and
private entities in the Balkan region in
order to enhance scientific and
technological capabilities in the Balkan
region, enhance the relationship
between U.S. and Greek public and
private sector entities, and promote the
development of stable, free market
economies in the Balkan region.
Emphasis is placed on both the fostering
of the exchange of scientific and
technical knowledge and personnel, and
on building private sector technology
capacities of Balkan ITCB member states
through partnership with U.S. and
Greek business. For the purposes of the
MOU, countries in the Balkan region
that are currently members of the ITCB
are: Albania, Bulgaria, Romania and the
Former Yugoslavian Republic of
Macedonia. Membership may expand to
other countries in the region that the
Participants may mutually agree to
include.

Cooperative Activities

Cooperative activities under this
MOU include: Coordinated and joint
research and technology projects,
studies, and investigations; joint
technological courses, workshops,
conferences and symposia; exchanges of
science and technology information and
documentation in the context of
cooperative activities; exchanges of
scientists, specialists, and researchers;
exchanges or sharing of equipment or
materials; and other forms of scientific
and technological cooperation that may
be deemed appropriate. One of the goals
is to create three-way partnerships
between private and public technology
companies, non-governmental
organizations and other institutions
from Greece, the United States and
Balkan member states of the ITCB.
Cooperative activities should reflect
technological strengths in the Unites
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States and Greece, be responsive to
scientific and technological needs in the
Balkan member states, and should be
structured to provide an appropriate
collaborative role for three way
partnerships.

Information on the Joint Council

For the purposes of implementing this
MOU, the Participants have established
a Joint Science and Technology
Cooperation Advisory Council
consisting of six members—three
designated by, and serving at the
pleasure of the Government of Greece,
and three designated by and serving at
the pleasure of the U.S. Department of
Commerce. Each participant may
designate alternate members. The Greek
Secretariat for the ITCB is located at the
Technology Park in Thessaloniki,
Greece. The U.S. Secretariat for the
ITCB is administered by Ashford
Associates of Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Responsibilities of Joint Council
Members and Alternates

The members of the Joint Council
carry out the following functions:

1. Recommend to the Participants
overall policies under the MOU.

2. Identify fields and forms of
cooperation in accordance with the
goals and objectives of the MOU.

3. Review, assess and make specific
recommendations concerning
cooperative activities.

4. Prepare periodic reports concerning
the Joint Council and cooperative
activities undertaken under the MOU
for submission to the Participants.

5. Undertake such further functions as
may appropriately be approved by the
Participants.

6. The Participants may designate
alternates to substitute for permanent
council members at particular meetings
or events, or to work on specific projects
and initiatives.

7. When appropriate, alternates shall
cast votes in lieu of permanent
members. Respondents to this notice
should indicate whether they are
willing to serve as alternates, as
permanent members, or as either to the
ITCB Joint Council.

Meetings of the Joint Council

The Council meets every three to four
months, usually in Thessaloniki or
Athens, Greece, or as determined by the
Participants. U.S. Council member’s
travel and living expenses associated
with attending these meetings may be
provided by a fund administered by the
U.S. Secretariat for the ITCB.

Length of Service

A U.S. member’s length of service on
the Joint Council is not stipulated in the

MOU and is discretionary with the U.S.
Department of Commerce. Individuals
chosen for membership will serve a
term that best fits the needs and
objectives of the Joint Council although
the term’s duration is normally two-
three years. Upon the completion of a
U.S. member’s term, the U.S.
Department of Commerce will either
repeat this recruitment and selection
process or extend the member’s term as
long as the member proves to work
effectively on the Joint Council and his/
her expertise is still needed.

Membership Criteria and Requirements

The U.S. members of the Joint Council
are eminent leaders, broadly
representative of industry, academia or
government, who have experience in
science and technology development,
technology diffusion, or international
technology collaboration. They shall be
U.S. citizens. They shall be familiar
with the business climate and the status
of technology and economic
development in Greece and the Balkans,
with Greek and Balkan industry, and/or
with Greek and Balkan academic
institutions. Members of the Joint
Council shall serve without
compensation.

The U.S. Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the
workplace, and seeks a broad-based and
diverse Joint Council membership.

Conflict of Interest

Nominees will be evaluated for their
ability to contribute to the goals and
objectives of the MOU. Nominees will
be vetted in accordance with processes
established by the U.S. Department of
Commerce in February 1997, as soon as
possible following tentative selection.
The vetting system has three
components: (1) An internal review for
possible appearance of conflict
problems; (2) an external review for
possible appearance of problems; and
(3) arecusal/ethics agreement review.

Dated: May 19, 2003.
Christian Israel,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Technology
Policy.
[FR Doc. 03-12833 Filed 5-21-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-GN-P

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Denial of Commercial Availability
Request under the United States -
Andean Trade Promotion and Drug
Eradication Act (ATPDEA)

May 16, 2003.

AGENCY: The Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Denial of the request alleging
that certain cotton corduroy fabrics, for
use in apparel articles, cannot be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner under the ATPDEA.

SUMMARY: On March 17, 2003 the
Chairman of CITA received a petition
from Breaker Jeanswear/ARC
International alleging that certain dyed
cotton corduroy fabrics (see Annex I for
product specifications), classified in
subheading 5801.22.90 of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS), for use in
apparel articles including men’s and
boys’ jackets and pants, women’s and
girls’ jackets, dresses, skirts, shorts, and
pants, cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner. It
requested that apparel of such fabrics be
eligible for preferential treatment under
the ATPDEA. Based on currently
available information, CITA has
determined that these subject fabrics
can be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner and therefore denies the
request.

EFFECTIVE DATE: May 22, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard Stetson, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482-3400.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 (b)(3)(B)(ii) of the
ATPDEA, Presidential Proclamation 7616 of
October 31, 2002, Executive Order 13277 of
November 19, 2002, and the United States
Trade Representative’s Notice of Further
Assignment of Functions of November 25,
2002 (67 FR 71606).

BACKGROUND:

The ATPDEA provides for quota- and
duty-free treatment for qualifying textile
and apparel products. Such treatment is
generally limited to products
manufactured from yarns and fabrics
formed in the United States or a
beneficiary country. The ATPDEA also
provides for quota- and duty-free
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