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certain other related documents that
might be available electronically, from
the EPA Internet Home Page at http://
www.epa.gov/. To access this
document, on the Home Page select
“Laws and Regulations,” ‘“Regulations
and Proposed Rules,” and then look up
the entry for this document under the
“Federal Register—Environmental
Documents.” You can also go directly to
the Federal Register listings at http://
www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/. In addition,
copies of the pesticide interim risk
management decision documents
released to the public may also be
accessed at http://www.epa.gov/
pesticides/reregistration/status.htm.

2. In person. The Agency has
established an official record for this
action under docket control number
OPP-34164C. The official record
consists of the documents specifically
referenced in this action, and other
information related to this action,
including any information claimed as
Confidential Business Information (CBI).
This official record includes the
documents that are physically located in
the docket, as well as the documents
that are referenced in those documents.
The public version of the official record
does not include any information
claimed as CBI The public version of
the official record, which includes
printed, paper versions of any electronic
comments submitted during an
applicable comment period is available
for inspection in the Public Information
and Records Integrity Branch (PIRIB),
Rm. 119, Crystal Mall #2, 1921 Jefferson
Davis Hwy., Arlington, VA, from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding legal holidays. The PIRIB
telephone number is (703) 305—-5805.

II. What Action is the Agency Taking?

Acephate residues in food and
drinking water do not pose risk
concerns, and by reducing exposure in
homes and through residential lawns,
acephate fits into its own “risk cup.”
EPA made this determination after the
registrants agreed to drop indoor
residential uses and certain turf uses.
With other mitigation measures,
acephate’s worker and ecological risks
also will be below levels of concern for
reregistration.

The interim risk management
decision documents for acephate were
made through the organophosphate
pesticide pilot public participation
process, which increases transparency
and maximizes stakeholder involvement
in EPA’s development of risk
assessments and risk management
decisions. The pilot public participation
process was developed as part of the
EPA-USDA Tolerance Reassessment

Advisory Committee (TRAC), which
was established in April 1998, as a
subcommittee under the auspices of
EPA’s National Advisory Council for
Environmental Policy and Technology
(NACEPT). A goal of the pilot public
participation process is to find a more
effective way for the public to
participate at critical junctures in the
Agency’s development of
organophosphate pesticide risk
assessments and risk management
decisions. EPA and USDA began
implementing this pilot process in
August 1998, to increase transparency
and opportunities for stakeholder
consultation.

EPA worked extensively with affected
parties to reach the decisions presented
in the interim risk management decision
documents, which conclude the pilot
public participation process for
acephate. As part of the pilot public
participation process, numerous
opportunities for public comment were
offered as these interim risk
management decision documents were
being developed. The acephate interim
risk management decision documents
therefore are issued in final, without a
formal public comment period. The
docket remains open, however, and any
comments submitted in the future will
be placed in the public docket.

The risk assessments for acephate
were released to the public through
notices published in the Federal
Register of January 20, 2000 (65 FR
3231) (FRL-6489-2), and February 22,
2000 (65 FR 8702) (FRL-6492-2).

EPA’s next step under FQPA is to
complete a cumulative risk assessment
and risk management decision for the
organophosphate pesticides, which
share a common mechanism of toxicity.
The interim risk management decision
documents on acephate cannot be
considered final until this cumulative
assessment is complete.

When the cumulative risk assessment
for the organophosphate pesticides has
been completed, EPA will issue its final
tolerance reassessment decision(s) for
acephate and further risk mitigation
measures may be needed.

List of Subjects

Environmental protection, Chemicals,
Pesticides and pests.

Dated: January 18, 2002.

Lois A. Rossi,

Director, Special Review and Reregistration
Division, Office of Pesticide Programs.
[FR Doc. 02—2238 Filed 1-29-02; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6560-50-S

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[OPP-181083; FRL-6819-3]

Norflurazon; Receipt of Application for
Emergency Exemption,Solicitation of
Public Comment

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: EPA has received a specific
exemption request from the Alabama
Department of Agriculture and
Industries to use the pesticide
norflurazon (CAS No. 27314-13-2) to
treat up to 60,000 acres of bermuda
grass meadows to control annual grassy
weeds. The Applicant proposes a use
which has been requested in 3 or more
previous years, and the petition for a
tolerance was recently withdrawn by
the registrant for financial reasons. EPA
is soliciting public comment before
making the decision whether or not to
grant the exemption.

DATES: Comments, identified by docket
control number OPP-181083, must be
received on or before February 14, 2002.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted by mail, electronically, or in
person. Please follow the detailed
instructions for each method as
provided in Unit . of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. To ensure
proper receipt by EPA, it is imperative
that you identify docket control number
OPP-181083 in the subject line on the
first page of your response.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Libby Pemberton, Registration Division
(7505C, Office of Pesticide Programs,
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Washington,
DC 20460; telephone number: (703)
308—-9364; fax number: (703) 308—5433;
e-mail address:
pemberton.libby@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. General Information
A. Does this Action Apply to Me?

You may be potentially affected by
this action if you petition EPA for
emergency exemption under section 18
of FIFRA. Potentially affected categories
and entities may include, but are not
limited to:
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State govern- | 9241

ment

State agencies that
petition EPA for
section 18 pes-
ticide exemption

This listing is not intended to be
exhaustive, but rather provides a guide
for readers regarding entities likely to be
regulated by this action. Other types of
entities not listed in the table in this
unit could also be regulated. The North
American Industrial Classification
System (NAICS) codes have been
provided to assist you and others in
determining whether or not this action
applies to certain entities. To determine
whether you or your business is affected
by this action, you should carefully
examine the applicability provisions in
this unit. If you have any questions
regarding the applicability of this action
to a particular entity, consult the person
listed under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT.

B. How Can I Get Additional
Information, Including Copies of this
Document and Other Related
Documents?

1. Electronically. You may obtain
electronic copies of this document, and
certain other related documents that
might be available electronically, from
the EPA Internet Home Page at http://
www.epa.gov/. To access this
document, on the Home Page select
“Laws and Regulations,” “Regulations
and Proposed Rules,” and then look up
the entry for this document under the
“Federal Register—Environmental
Documents.” You can also go directly to
the Federal Register listings at http://
www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/.

2. In person. The Agency has
established an official record for this
action under docket control number
OPP-181083. The official record
consists of the documents specifically
referenced in this action, any public
comments received during an applicable
comment period, and other information
related to this action, including any
information claimed as Confidential
Business Information (CBI). This official
record includes the documents that are
physically located in the docket, as well
as the documents that are referenced in
those documents. The public version of
the official record does not include any
information claimed as CBI. The public
version of the official record, which
includes printed, paper versions of any
electronic comments submitted during
an applicable comment period, is

Arlington, VA, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, excluding legal
holidays. The PIRIB telephone number
is (703) 305—5805.

C. How and to Whom Do I Submit
Comments?

You may submit comments through
the mail, in person, or electronically. To
ensure proper receipt by EPA, it is
imperative that you identify docket
control number OPP-181083 in the
subject line on the first page of your
response.

1.By mail. Submit your comments to:
Public Information and Records
Integrity Branch (PIRIB), Information
Resources and Services Division
(7502C), Office of Pesticide Programs
(OPP), Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
Washington, DC 20460.

2. In person or by courier. Deliver
your comments to: Public Information
and Records Integrity Branch (PIRIB),
Information Resources and Services
Division (7502C), Office of Pesticide
Programs (OPP), Environmental
Protection Agency, Rm. 119, Crystal
Mall #2, 1921 Jefferson Davis Hwy.,
Arlington, VA. The PIRIB is open from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday, excluding legal holidays. The
PIRIB telephone number is (703) 305—
5805.

3.Electronically. You may submit your
comments electronically by e-mail to:
opp-docket@epa.gov, or you can submit
a computer disk as described above. Do
not submit any information
electronically that you consider to be
CBI. Avoid the use of special characters
and any form of encryption. Electronic
submissions will be accepted in
WordPerfect 6.1/8.0 or ASCII file
format. All comments in electronic form
must be identified by docket control
number OPP-181083. Electronic
comments may also be filed online at
many Federal Depository Libraries.

D. How Should I Handle CBI that I Want
to Submit to the Agency?

Do not submit any information
electronically that you consider to be
CBI You may claim information that
you submit to EPA in response to this
document as CBI by marking any part or
all of that information as CBI.
Information so marked will not be
disclosed except in accordance with
procedures set forth in 40 CFR part 2.
In addition to one complete version of
the comment that includes any
information claimed as CBI, a copy of

Information not marked confidential
will be included in the public version
of the official record without prior
notice. If you have any questions about
CBI or the procedures for claiming CBI,
please consult the person listed under
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

E. What Should I Consider as I Prepare
My Comments for EPA?

You may find the following
suggestions helpful for preparing your
comments:

1. Explain your views as clearly as
possible.

2. Describe any assumptions that you
used.

3. Provide copies of any technical
information and/or data you used that
support your views.

4. If you estimate potential burden or
costs, explain how you arrived at the
estimate that you provide.

5. Provide specific examples to
illustrate your concerns.

6. Offer alternative ways to improve
the proposed rule or collection activity.

7. Make sure to submit your
comments by the deadline in this
document.

8. To ensure proper receipt by EPA,
be sure to identify the docket control
number assigned to this action in the
subject line on the first page of your
response. You may also provide the
name, date, and Federal Register
citation.

II. Background

A. What Action is the Agency Taking?

Under section 18 of the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act (FIFRA) (7 U.S.C. 136p), at the
discretion of the Administrator, a
Federal or State agency may be
exempted from any provision of FIFRA
if the Administrator determines that
emergency conditions exist which
require the exemption. The Alabama
Department of Agriculture and
Industries has requested the
Administrator to issue a specific
exemption for the use of norflurazon on
bermuda grass meadows to control
annual grassy weeds. Information in
accordance with 40 CFR part 166 was
submitted as part of this request.

As part of this request, the Applicant
asserts that bermuda grass requires at
least 2 years to completely cover a
planted area and successfully compete
with annual grassy weeds. Successful
establishment during the first 2 years is
critically important to profitable
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production from a bermuda grass hay
meadow. Annual grassy weed
encroachment and resulting variable
bermuda grass stands will reduce the
quantity of hay produced and the
overall quality. A hay field does not
reach maximum hay production for 3 or
4 years after establishment depending
on the degree of success in
establishment. For the next 6 to 7 years,
growers should receive maximum
economic yield and return on their
annual investments. The market will not
accept bermuda grass hay contaminated
with weeds or annual grasses. Bermuda
grass stands often begin to decline after
about 10 years due to diseases, insect
problems, fertility imbalances, or
environmental stresses. Establishment
of a new stand of bermuda grass is the
most cost effective way of maintaining
maximum quality and quantity of hay.
Atrazine and simazine, which
traditionally provided control of these
weeds, were voluntarily canceled in
1990. There are no currently registered
effective herbicides for this use. Over a
5-year period, only the use of
norflurazon provides a positive net
return to the hay producer.

The Applicant proposes to make no
more than one application of
norflurazon manufactured by Syngenta
Crop Protection, Inc. as Zorial Rapid 80,
EPA Reg. No. 100-848, at a rate of 0.5
- 1.2 1b active ingredient/Acre (.6 - 1.5
Ib product/Acre) by ground to 60,000
acres of bermuda grass meadows
between February 1 and July 31, 2002.

This notice does not constitute a
decision by EPA on the application
itself. The regulations governing section
18 of FIFRA require publication of a
notice of receipt of an application for a
specific exemption proposing a use
which has been requested in 3 or more
previous years, and a petition for a
tolerance has not yet been submitted to
the Agency. The notice provides an
opportunity for public comment on the
application.

The Agency, will review and consider
all comments received during the
comment period in determining
whether to issue the specific exemption
requested by the Alabama Department
of Agriculture and Industries.

List of Subjects
Environmental protection, Pesticides
and pests.

Dated: January 10, 2002.
Peter Caulkins,
Acting Director, Registration Division, Office
of Pesticide Programs.
[FR Doc. 02—1882 Filed 1-29-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-S

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL—7135-5]

Methods for Collection, Storage, and
Manipulation of Sediments for
Chemical and Toxicological Analyses:
Technical Manual

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is publishing a
technical manual containing
recommendations for collecting,
handling, and manipulating sediment
samples for physiochemical
characterization and biological testing.
This technical manual provides a
compilation of methods that are most
likely to yield accurate, representative
sediment quality data based on the
experience of many monitoring
programs and researchers.

Availability of Document: Copies of
the complete document, titled Methods
for Collection, Storage, and
Manipulation of Sediments for
Chemical and Toxicological Analyses:
Technical Manual (EPA-823-B—01-002)
can be obtained from the National
Service Center for Environmental
Publications, P.O. Box 42419,
Cincinnati, OH 45242, by phone at 1-
800—490-9198 or on their Web site at
www.epa.gov/ncepihom/orderpub.html.
A pdf version of this document is
available to be viewed or downloaded
from the Office of Science and
Technology’s Web site on the Internet at
www.epa.gov/waterscience/cs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard Healy, EPA, Standards and
Health Protection Division (4305),
Office of Science and Technology, Ariel
Rios Building, 1200 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460; or
call (202) 260-7812; fax (202) 260-9830;
or e-mail healy.richard@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background Information

Sediment contamination is a
widespread environmental problem that
can pose a threat to a variety of aquatic
ecosystems. Sediment functions as a
reservoir for common contaminants
such as pesticides, herbicides,
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons
(PAHSs), and metals such as lead,
mercury, and arsenic. Contaminated
sediments represent a hazard to aquatic
life through direct toxicity as well as to
aquatic life, wildlife and human health
through bioaccumulation.

Assessments of sediment quality
commonly include analyses of
anthropogenic contaminants, benthic
community structure, physicochemical
characteristics and direct measures of
whole sediment and pore water toxicity.
Accurate assessment of environmental
hazard posed by sediment
contamination depends in large part on
the accuracy and representativeness of
these analyses. The methods described
in this Manual provide sediment
collection, storage, and manipulation
methods that are most likely to yield
accurate, representative sediment
quality data (e.g., sediment chemistry
and toxicity) based on the experience of
many monitoring programs and
researchers. Information contained in
this manual reflects the knowledge and
experience of organizations that have
developed internationally-recognized
procedures and protocols. These
organizations include:

* American Society for Testing and
Materials,

* Puget Sound Estuary Program,

* Washington State Department of
Ecology,

* US Environmental Protection
Agency,

e US Army Corps of Engineers,

» National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration, and

» Environment Canada.

This manual provides technical
support to those who design or perform
sediment quality studies under a variety
of regulatory and non-regulatory
programs. The methods contained are
widely relevant for anyone wishing to
collect consistent, high quality sediment
data. This manual is not guidance on
how to implement any specific
regulatory requirement but rather a
compilation of technical methods on
how to best collect environmental
samples that most accurately reflect
environmental conditions. This
technical manual has no immediate or
direct regulatory consequence. It does
not impose legally binding requirements
and may not apply to a particular
situation depending on the
circumstances. The EPA may change
this technical manual in the future.
EPA’s Office of Science and Technology
has reviewed and approved this
technical manual for publication.
Mention of trade names or commercial
products constitutes neither
endorsement by the EPA nor
recommendation for use.

Dated: November 27, 2001.
Geoffrey H. Grubbs,
Director, Office of Science and Technology.
[FR Doc. 02—2236 Filed 1-29-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P
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