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Will the Agency Consider Late
Comments?

NHTSA will consider all comments
that Docket Management receives before
the close of business on the comment
closing date indicated above under
DATES. To the extent possible, the
agency will also consider comments that
Docket Management receives after that
date. If Docket Management receives a
comment too late for NHTSA to
consider it in developing a final rule
(assuming that one is issued), the
agency will consider that comment as
an informal suggestion for future
rulemaking action.

How Can I Read the Comments
Submitted by Other People?

You may read the comments received
by Docket Management at the address
given above under ADDRESSES. The
hours of the Docket are indicated above
in the same location.

You may also see the comments on
the Internet. To read the comments on
the Internet, take the following steps:

1. Go to the Docket Management
System (DMS) Web page of the
Department of Transportation (http://
dms.dot.gov/).

2. On that page, click on “search.”

3. On the next page (http://
dms.dot.gov/search/), type in the four-
digit docket number shown at the
beginning of this document. Example: If
the docket number were “NHTSA-
1998-1234,” you would type “1234.”
After typing the docket number, click on
“search.”

4. On the next page, which contains
docket summary information for the
docket you selected, click on the desired
comments. You may download the
comments. Although the comments are
imaged documents, instead of word
processing documents, the “pdf”
versions of the documents are word
searchable.

Please note that even after the
comment closing date, NHTSA will
continue to file relevant information in
the Docket as it becomes available.
Further, some people may submit late
comments. Accordingly, the agency
recommends that you periodically
check the Docket for new material.

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 571

Imports, Motor vehicle safety, Motor
vehicles, Rubber and rubber products,
Tires.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA proposes to amend 49 CFR part
571 as follows:

PART 571.223—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 571
would continue to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115,
30117, and 30166; delegation of authority at
49 CFR 1.50.

2. Section 571.223 would be amended
by revising the third sentence of S5.3 as
follows:

§571.223 Standard No. 223; Rear impact
guards.
* * * * *

S5.3 Labeling. * * * The label shall
be placed on the forward or rearward
facing surface of the horizontal member
of the guard, provided that the label
does not interfere with the
retroreflective sheeting required by
S5.7.1.4.1(c) of FMVSS No. 108 (49 CFR
571.108), and is readily accessible for
visual inspection.

* * * * *

Issued: March 22, 2002.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 02-7568 Filed 3—28—-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17
RIN 1018-AH95

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Designation of Critical
Habitat for the Newcomb’s Snail,
Extension of Comment Period, Notice
of Public Hearing, and Notice of
Availability of the Draft Economic
Analysis

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Proposed rule; extension of
comment period, notice of public
hearing, and notice of availability of
draft economic analysis.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), provide
notice that a public hearing will be held
on the proposed determination of
critical habitat for the Newcomb’s snail
(Errina newcombi) and that the
comment period on this proposal is
extended; we also announce the
availability of the draft economic
analysis of this proposed designation of
critical habitat. Newcomb’s snail is
found on the island of Kauai, Hawaii.
We are extending the comment period
for the proposal to designate critical

habitat for this species to hold the
public hearing and to allow all
interested parties to comment
simultaneously on the proposed rule
and the associated draft economic
analysis. Comments previously
submitted need not be resubmitted as
they will be incorporated into the public
record as part of this extended comment
period and will be fully considered in
the final rule.

DATES: The public hearing will be held
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on April 17, 2002,
in Lihue, HI. Prior to the public hearing,
the Service will be available from 3:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. to provide information
and to answer questions. Registration
for the hearing will begin at 5:30 p.m.
The comment period, which originally
closed on March 29, 2002, will now
close on April 29, 2002.

ADDRESSES: The public hearing will be
held at the Radisson Kauai Beach
Resort, 4331 Kauai Beach Drive, Lihue,
Kauai, HI. The draft economic analysis
is available from, and written comments
and information should be submitted to,
Field Supervisor, Pacific Islands Fish
and Wildlife Office, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, 300 Ala Moana
Boulevard, Room 3-122, Box 50088,
Honolulu, HI 96850. Comments and
materials received will be available for
public inspection during normal
business hours, by appointment, at the
above address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
Henson, Field Supervisor, Pacific
Islands Fish and Wildlife Office, at the
above address (telephone: 808/541—
3441; facsimile: 808/541-3470).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Newcomb’s snail is a type of
freshwater snail belonging to the
lymnaeid family of snails. Adult
Newcomb’s snails are approximately 6
millimeters (mm) (0.25 inches (in)) long
and 3 mm (0.12 in) wide in size. Its shell
is smooth and black, formed by a single,
oval whorl, about 6 mm (0.25 in) long.
The tentacles of Newcomb’s snail, like
other lymnaeids, are flat and triangular,
rather than conical or filament-shaped
as found on other freshwater snails.
Newcomb'’s snails feed upon algae and
other material growing on submerged
rocks. Eggs are attached to underwater
rocks or vegetation and the entire life
cycle is tied to the stream system in
which the adults live.

Populations of Newcomb’s snail are
currently found in small areas within
the Kalalau, Lumahai, Hanalei,
Waipahee, Makaleha, and North Wailua
stream systems on the Hawaiian island
of Kauai. Historically, Newcomb’s snail
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was found in Hanakoa, Hanakapiai, and
Wainiha streams, but these populations
are thought to be extirpated. The known
populations of Newcomb’s snail have a
total of approximately 6,000 to 7,000
individuals.

Some of the suspected historical
decline of the snail may be attributed to
habitat loss and degradation through
water diversion and well drilling.
Currently, predation by alien species,
natural disasters and habitat alteration
are threats that imperil Newcomb’s
snail. The rosy glandina snail
(Euglandina rosea) is an introduced
snail that preys mostly on other snails.
Two species of non-native marsh flies
prey upon eggs and adults of Hawaiian
freshwater snails. These flies were
introduced in 1955 and 1966 as bio-
control agents for a non-native snail that
hosts a cattle parasite. Other introduced
predators include introduced fish and
frogs. Presently, Newcomb’s snail faces
an increased likelihood of extinction
from naturally occurring events such as
hurricanes due to the small number of
remaining populations and their limited
distribution.

Pursuant to the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (Act) (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), Errina newcombi
was listed as a threatened species on
January 26, 2000 (65 FR 4162). On
January 28, 2002, we published a
proposed rule in the Federal Register
(67 FR 3849) to designate critical habitat
for Newcomb’s snail. Section 4(b)(5)(E)
of the Act requires that a public hearing
be held if requested within 45 days of
the proposal’s publication in the
Federal Register. We received 2
requests for a public hearing during this
time period. In response to these
requests, we will hold a public hearing
on the date and location described in
the DATES and ADDRESSES section above.

Anyone wishing to make an oral
statement for the record is encouraged
to provide a written copy of their
statement to the Service at the start of
the hearing. In the event there is a large
attendance, the time allotted for oral
statements may have to be limited. Oral
and written statements receive equal
consideration. There are no limits to the
length of written comments presented at
this hearing or mailed to the Service.
Legal notices announcing the date, time,
and location of the hearing are being
published in newspapers concurrently
with this Federal Register notice.

We propose to designate critical
habitat in nine critical habitat units that
total 26.29 kilometers (km) (16.33 miles
(mi)) of main stream channel; in total,
these areas encompass approximately
2,109 hectares (ha) (5,212 acres (ac)). Six
of these sites are located on state lands,

and three of these sites are on lands that
are privately owned. Critical habitat
units are proposed for reaches of stream
main channel that range in length from
0.8 km (0.5 mi) to 7.58 km ( 4.71 mi);
the units range in size from 35 ha (86
ac) to 876 ha (2165 ac).

Critical habitat receives protection
from destruction or adverse
modification through required
consultation under section 7 of the Act
with regard to actions carried out,
funded, or authorized by a Federal
agency. Section 4(b)(2) of the Act
requires that we designate or revise
critical habitat based upon the best
scientific and commercial data
available, after taking into consideration
the economic impact of specifying any
particular area as critical habitat. Based
upon the previously published proposal
to designate critical habitat for
Newcomb’s snail, we have prepared a
draft economic analysis of the proposed
critical habitat designation. The draft
economic analysis is available from the
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office
(see ADDRESSES section).

The original comment period was due
to close on March 29, 2002. In order to
accommodate the hearing and to
provide the public with the opportunity
to comment on the draft economic
analysis of this proposed critical habitat
designation as well as the proposed
rule, we also extend the comment
period. Written comments may now be
submitted until April 29, 2002, to the
Service office in the ADDRESSES section.

Public Comments Solicited

We will accept written comments and
information during this extended
comment period. If you wish to
comment, you may submit written
comments and information to the Field
Supervisor, Pacific Islands Fish and
Wildlife (see ADDRESSES section).
Alternatively, you may hand-deliver
comments to our Pacific Islands Fish
and Wildlife Office at the above address.

Comments and materials received, as
well as supporting documentation used
in preparation of the proposal to
designate critical habitat, will be
available for inspection, by
appointment, during normal business
hours at the address above. Copies of
the draft economic analysis are available
by writing to the Field Supervisor at the
address above.

Author

The primary author of this notice is
Gordon Smith, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, Pacific Islands Fish and
Wildlife Office (see ADDRESSES section).

Authority: The authority for this action is
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Dated: March 26, 2002.

Craig Manson,

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.

[FR Doc. 02—7724 Filed 3—28-02; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4318-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Parts 222, 223, and 224

[Docket N0.020319061-2061-01; I.D.
031402B]

RIN 0648—-AP81

Sea Turtle Conservation; Restrictions
to Fishing Activities

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMF'S proposes to prohibit
the use of all pound net leaders
measuring 12 inches (30.5 cm) and
greater stretched mesh and all pound
net leaders with stringers in the Virginia
waters of the mainstem Chesapeake Bay
from May 8 to June 30 each year. The
affected area includes all Chesapeake
Bay waters between the Maryland and
Virginia state line (approximately 38 N.
lat.) and the COLREGS line at the mouth
of the Chesapeake Bay, and the waters
of the James River, York River, and
Rappahannock River downstream of the
first bridge in each tributary. This
action, taken under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA), is necessary
to conserve sea turtles listed as
threatened or endangered and aid in the
enforcement of the prohibition on takes.
DATES: Comments on this action are
requested, and must be received at the
appropriate address or fax number
(ADDRESSES) by no later than 5 p.m.,
eastern daylight time, on April 15, 2002.
ADDRESSES: Written comments on this
action or requests for copies of the
literature cited, the draft Environmental
Assessment (EA)/ Regulatory Impact
Review (RIR) should be addressed to the
Assistant Regional Administrator for
Protected Resources, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930.
Comments and requests for supporting
documents may also be sent via fax to
978-281-9394. Comments will not be
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