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for U.S. harvests of whiting were
announced in the Federal Register. For
2001 the whiting ABC and QY are
190,400 mt (mt), the tribal whiting
allocation is 27,500 mt, and the
commercial OY is 162,900 mt.

Regulations at 50 CFR 660.323(a)(4)
divide the commercial OY into separate
allocations for the non-tribal catcher/
processor, mothership, and shore-based
sectors of the whiting fishery. The
catcher/processor sector is composed of
vessels that harvest and process
whiting. The mothership sector is
composed of motherships and catcher
vessels that harvest whiting for delivery
to motherships. Motherships are vessels
that process, but do not harvest,
whiting. The shoreside sector is
composed of vessels that harvest
whiting for delivery to shoreside
processors. Each sector receives a
portion of the commercial OY, with the
catcher/processors getting 34 percent
(55,386 mt), motherships getting 24
percent (39,096 mt), and the shore-based
sector getting 42 percent (68,418 mt).

On August 31, 2001, NMFS received
notification from the tribal fishery
participants indicating that 10,000 mts
of the tribal allocation was not expected
to be harvested before the end of the
fishing year. As a result, NMFS
announces the reapportionment of the
10,000 mt surplus whiting from the
tribal allocation to the catcher/
processor, mothership, and shore-based
sectors. Regulations at 50 CFR 660.323
(a)(3)(iv) provide for the
reapportionment of allocation that the
Regional Administrator determines will
not be used by the end of the fishing
year. Such reapportionments are to be
disbursed in the same proportion as
each sector’s allotted portion of the
commercial OY. Therefore, in addition
to the allocations announced on January
11, 2001, the catcher/processors get an
additional 3,400 mt(34 percent), the
motherships get an additional 2,400 mt
(24 percent), and the shore-based sector
get an additional 4,200 mt (42 percent).
The total allocation for 2001 by sector
is: catcher/processor 58,786 mt,
motherships 41,496 mt, and shore-based
72,618 mt.

NMFS announced the end of the 2001
primary season for the shore-based
Pacific whiting fishery at noon local
time (1.t.) August 21, 2001, because the
allocation was projected to be reached at
that time. To provide the shore-based
participants access to the reapportioned
whiting, this document announces the
resumption of the primary season for
the shore-based whiting fishery at noon
1.t., Monday, September 17, 2001.

NMFS Action

This action announces the
reapportionment of 10,000 mt of surplus
whiting from the Indian tribal fishery to
the catcher/processor, mothership, and
shore-based sectors of the non-tribal
whiting fishery. The revised tribal
allocation for 2001 will be 17,500 mt.
The commercial allocations for 2001 by
sector are: catcher/processor 58,786 mt,
motherships 41,496 mt, and shore-based
72,618 mt.

Effective noon L.t., Monday,
September 17, 2001, the 2001 primary
season for the shore-based sector of the
whiting fishery resumes. If a vessel
fishes shoreward of the 100 fm (183 m)
contour in the Eureka area (43° — 40°30’
N. lat.) at any time during a fishing trip,
a 10,000-1b (4,536 kg) trip limit applies,
as announced in the annual
management measures at paragraph IV,

B (3)(c)(ii).

Classification

These actions are authorized by the
FMP and regulations at 50 CFR part 660
subpart G, which governs the harvest of
groundfish in the U.S. exclusive
economic zone off the coasts of
Washington, Oregon, and California.
The determination to take these actions
is based on the most recent fishery data
and recent notification from the tribal
representatives. Because of the need for
immediate action, NMFS has
determined that providing an
opportunity for prior notice and
comment would be impractical and
contrary to public interest. Delay of this
action could push the whiting season
into inclement autumn weather.
Because the shore-based and
mothership sectors are composed of
smaller catcher vessels, the agency
believes that the risk of pushing the
season into inclement weather
constitutes good cause to waive the 30-
day delay in effectiveness. In addition,
the shore-based processors need an
immediate reallocation if they are to
keep their workers employed. These
actions are taken under the authority of
50 CFR 660.323(a)(2), and are exempt
from review under Executive Order
12866.

The determination to take this action
is based on the most recent data
available. The aggregate data upon
which the determination is based are
available for public inspection at the
Office of the Regional Administrator
(see ADDRESSES) during business hours.
This action is taken under the authority
of 50 CFR 660.323(a)(4)(iii)(A).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 14, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 01-23471 Filed 9-17-01; 2:29 pm]
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[Docket No. 010112013-1168-06; 1.D.
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RIN 0648—-A082

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Steller Sea Lion
Protection Measures and 2001 Harvest
Specifications and Associated
Management Measures for the
Groundfish Fisheries off Alaska;
Correction

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Emergency interim rule;
correction.

SUMMARY: This document corrects the
July 17, 2001, emergency interim rule
and its August 22, 2001, correction by
correcting Steller sea lion protection
areas for the Pacific cod directed
fishery, to clarify closure areas to Tables
22, 23, and 24 to part 679 and by
correcting the corresponding regulatory
text to be consistent with the changes to
the tables.

DATES: Effective September 18, 2001,
through December 31, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melanie Brown, NMFS, 907-586-7228
or e-mail at melanie.brown@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
emergency interim rule published July
17, 2001 (66 FR 37167), and corrected
August 22, 2001 (66 FR 44073),
implements Steller sea lion protection
measures and announces final 2001
harvest specifications for the groundfish
fisheries of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area and the Gulf of Alaska. As
published and corrected, the final
regulations contain errors.

In Table 22, in column 8, the column
heading was incomplete in the August
22, 2001, Federal Register correction.
This correction includes the additional
language regarding vessels less than 60
ft (18.3 m). Footnote 7 to Table 22 is
corrected to clarify the no fishing zones.

Tables 22 and 23 have footnotes
added to Sutwik Island and Kodiak/
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Cape Ugat sites to clarify the extent of
the no pollock and Pacific cod trawl
fishing zones around these sites. The 20-
nautical miles (nm) arcs were
incorrectly extended into the Shelikof
foraging area. The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) and
NMFS did not intend the closures
around these areas to enter the open
area of the Shelikof foraging area.

Consistent with the Council intent
and NMFS’ action, the closure is within
10 nautical miles around rookeries in
the Aleutian Islands to Pacific cod
trawling, except for the 20-nm closures
around the Agligadak and Buldir
rookeries for all Pacific cod fishing. All
Pacific cod non-trawl vessels may fish
outside 3 nautical miles in critical
habitat around remaining rookeries and
haulouts in the Aleutian Islands. Table
23 in the emergency interim rule, which
erroneously shows all Pacific cod
fishing closed to either 10 nautical miles
or 20 nautical miles around Adak
Island, Kasatochi Island, Seguam Island/
Saddleridge Point, and Yunaska Island
rookeries, is corrected to show all these
rookeries with 10-nm Pacific cod
trawling closures. Because the closures
at these rookeries apply only to
trawling, the exemptions (designated by
a “Y”’) shown in column 10 of Table 23
for vessels less than 60 ft (18.3 m) using
non-trawl gear are removed.

In addition, column 9 of Table 23 is
removed, and columns 10 and 11 are
redesignated as columns 9 and 10,
respectively, to eliminate redundant
closure designations. All sites listed
with closures in column 9 of the August
22,2001, Table 23 are rookeries. All
rookeries that are listed in Table 21 of

the regulatory text have no groundfish
fishing zones, which make fishery
specific closures from 0 nautical miles
to 3 nautical miles unnecessary.

Footnotes 5 and 8 to Table 23 of the
regulations are revised, respectively, to
correspond with the corrections.
Regulatory text in 50 CFR 679.22 (a)(12),
(a)(13), and (b)(7)(i1)(B) is also corrected
to reflect the corrections made to Table
23. Footnote 7 to Table 23 is corrected
to clarify the no fishing zone.

The footnotes to Table 24 of the
regulatory text are also corrected by
designating § 679.22(a)(12) to
correspond with the corrections to Table
23. Footnote 4 to Table 24 is corrected
to clarify the no fishing zone.

Correction

Accordingly, the emergency interim
rule published on July 17, 2001 (66 FR
37167, FR Doc. 01-17850), and its
correction published August 22, 2001
(66 FR 44073, FR Doc. 01-21205), are
corrected as follows.

§ 679.22 [Corrected]

1. In the emergency interim rule
published July 17, 2001, 66 FR 37167,
the following corrections are made to §
679.22:

a. On page 37180, in the second
column, amendatory instruction 5, in
the fourth line, “(a)(12)(iv) through
(viii)” is corrected to read “(a)(12)(iv)
through (vii).”

b. On page 37180, column 3, and on
page 37181, column 1, paragraph
(a)(12)(vii) is removed;

¢. On page 37181, column 1,
paragraph (a)(12)(viii) is correctly
redesignated as paragraph (a)(12)(vii);

d. On page 37181, column 1,
paragraph (a)(13)(iii)(C) is corrected to
read as follows:

(a) * % %

(13) * % %

(111) * Kk %

“(C) All pot vessels are exempt from
Pacific cod no fishing zones for selected
sites. These sites are listed in Table 23
to this part and identifiable by a “Bering
Sea” in column 2 and by a “Y” in

column 10.”
* * * * *

e. On page 37181, column 3,
paragraph (b)(7)(ii)(B) is corrected to
read as follows:

(b) EE

(7) * % %

(ii) * % %

(B) All vessels less than 60 ft (18.3 m)
LOA using non-trawl gear are exempt
from the fishing prohibitions of
paragraph (b)(3)(i)(B) of this section and
from Pacific cod no fishing zones for
selected sites. These sites are listed in
Table 23 of this part and identifiable by
a “Gulf of Alaska” in column 2 and a

“Y”” in column 9.
* * * * *

Tables 22, 23, and 24 to 50 CFR part
679 [Corrected]

2. In the correction of the emergency
interim rule published August 22, 2001
(66 FR 44073, FR Doc. 01-21205), Tables
22, 23, and 24 to 50 CFR part 679,
beginning on pages 44079, 44081, and
44084, respectively, are correctly
revised to read as follows:

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S
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Dated: September 12, 2001.

William T. Hogarth,

Authority: 16 U.S.C 1801 et seq.

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,

National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 01-23229 Filed 9-18-01; 9:35 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C
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