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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Sovereign God, thank You that Your
mercies endure forever. Show us Your
ways. Teach us Your paths as You lead
us with Your truth. Guard our hearts
from fear and confusion when the road
ahead is unclear. Give us patience
when we want quick answers and faith
when we cannot see the outcome.

Lord, strengthen our Senators. May
they trust in You when circumstances
feel unstable as You remind them that
You are steady, even when they are
not. Order their steps according to
Your will. Close every door that is not
from You and give them wisdom to rec-
ognize the doors You have opened.

We pray in Your amazing Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The President pro tempore.

Senate

TRIBUTE TO DANIEL UMEMEZIE

Mr. GRASSLEY. I want to honor a
young Iowan, so I am here to recognize
Daniel Umemezie, who was recently
named the 10th National Youth Poet
Laureate.

Daniel is a recent graduate of Cedar
Falls High School, Cedar Falls, IA.
That is 10 miles from my farm.

Daniel is already a master of poetry.
Last year, he was named Iowa’s Stu-
dent Poet Ambassador. This year, he
was named the 10th National Youth
Poet Laureate. This makes him the
first Iowan to receive this prestigious
award in poetry.

Daniel’s poetry uses his childhood
growing up in Nigeria as inspiration for
his work.

I want to congratulate Daniel on this
achievement. Daniel, you are making
the State of Iowa proud.

———
IOWA

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on
another matter, as I hold my 99 county
meetings, I always hear from the farm-
ers about the ag economy, and it is a
top concern for all Iowans, of course,
because Iowa is the No. 1 State in the
Nation for food production.

Yesterday, I welcomed the oppor-
tunity to discuss what is on the minds
of family farmers with Agriculture
Secretary Rollins as she appeared for
her annual oversight appearance before
the Senate Agriculture Committee.
And it happens that I believe that the
Madam Secretary is a great advocate
for the family farmers, and I appre-
ciate how she is handling the Office of
the Agriculture Secretary.

Now, back home in Iowa, I hear Con-
gress could do more to help the farm-
ers. For instance, I hear about year-
round E15. Now, that is good for the
consumers because it would reduce gas
prices 20 to 40 cents, but it is also good
because our major crop in Iowa—corn—
is where ethanol is manufactured from.

And then I also hear from the agri-
culture community about we need to

deal with the problem of the State of
California having what is called Propo-
sition 12, and that prohibits Iowa pork
that isn’t raised just exactly the way
California says it is raised. It can’t be
sold in the State of California, and that
ought to irritate Members of Congress
because 1 of the 18 powers of Congress
under the Constitution in article I is
the power to regulate interstate and
foreign commerce.

So we have 1 State out of 50—Cali-
fornia—saying that you can’t sell pork
in their State—and California is about
15 percent of the consumer market in
the United States—if it isn’t raised
just exactly the way the law of Cali-
fornia says it should be raised. So the
farmers of Iowa are telling me: Get rid
of Proposition 12.

Now, basics of a strong society is
feeding your people. And the tax bill
that the President signed last July 4,
called the Working Families Tax Cut,
was a good start to strengthening farm
programs because we strengthened the
farm safety net by raising support
prices for corn to $4.10 and soybeans to
$10 a bushel. But that isn’t enough to
help farmers that are underwater, not
making a profit. So there is more work
that needs to be done.

So here, in somewhat of a repetitive
statement, it is time for the Senate to
pass a b-year farm bill. The last one
was 2018. Inflation affecting agriculture
demands that there be some changes in
the 2018 farm bill and that we pass E15
by law and not rely on Presidential
waivers anymore and that we pass
Proposition 12 legislation to get rid of
the bad environment in California for
selling our product there—pork—be-
cause Iowa is the No. 1 pork producer
in the Nation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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