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they will continue to make our coun-
try and State proud. 

f 

ICE OPERATIONS 
(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
call out President Trump for abusing 
his power, acting in secrecy, and 
threatening our safety, all while failing 
to address the rising costs in America. 

Trump is deploying ICE to our neigh-
borhoods to terrorize our immigrant 
communities. His operations rely on 
brutal tactics, avoiding deescalation 
and due process against U.S. citizens. 
Although the administration claims it 
is only targeting undocumented crimi-
nals who pose a threat, we know that is 
an outright lie. 

At every turn, the administration 
erodes any trust it has ever had with 
the public. That became even clearer 
when Secretary Noem signed an order 
barring Members of Congress from con-
ducting oversight of ICE facilities 
without 7 days’ notice. 

I visited an ICE facility in Tacoma, 
Washington. I did provide that 7 days’ 
notice, even though I was not legally 
required to do so, and yet I was still de-
nied access to meet with my constitu-
ents due to so-called scheduling issues. 

This is not transparency. This is an 
attempt to control access, suppress 
oversight, and manipulate the nar-
rative. 

Instead of terrorizing our commu-
nities, Trump needs to get back to the 
real work of solving the affordability 
crisis. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOLDMAN of Texas). Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in 
personalities toward the President. 

f 

HONORING SHERIFF WESLEY 
DOOLITTLE 

(Mr. LUTTRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the law enforcement of-
ficers in my district, specifically in 
Montgomery County. I thank Con-
stable Chris Jones and his deputies and 
actually to honor the Montgomery 
County Sheriff, Wesley Doolittle, 
whose extraordinary service exempli-
fies the best of law enforcement in 
Texas’ Eighth Congressional District. 

Just last year, shortly after his elec-
tion, Sheriff Doolittle personally dis-
armed an individual during a road rage 
incident. His acts are absolutely what 
defines service, character, and fearless-
ness in law enforcement. 

Sheriff Doolittle has led by example 
to protect our communities for dec-
ades. His hands-on approach and un-
wavering commitment to public safety 
has made Texas’ Eighth Congressional 
District a safe place to live, work, and 
raise a family. 

Our community, State, and Congress 
continue to be thankful for Sheriff 
Doolittle’s service. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO VICTIMS 
(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, on June 22, 
2020, while serving as St. Louis County 
prosecutor, we were notified of a crime 
scene at a local restaurant by homicide 
detectives. Myself and our outreach di-
rector at the time, Captain Clay Farm-
er, responded to that scene to support 
the investigation that shortly after 
would be issued by our office. 

What I witnessed at this scene still 
haunts me to this very day. I had in-
tended this to be more celebratory to 
honor posthumously the great Deme-
trius Johnson and the legendary St. 
Louis American photographer Wiley 
Price on his retirement, and I will in 
the near future. In light of the convic-
tion secured in this case yesterday, my 
thoughts are with the family of Kim-
berly Pelton and my friends, Lakeshia 
Finch and Arlydia Bufford. 

Arlydia is a remarkable young 
woman, full of energy, and she beat me 
in UNO. Lakeshia, who has documented 
her heroic recovery from this atrocity, 
exemplifies courage, resiliency, and an 
unrelenting determination. 

These three victims are our St. Louis 
stars. 

f 

HONORING GERALD ZEEK 
(Mr. MILLS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of an in-
credible American, a devoted patriot, 
and a pillar of the DeBary community 
in Florida’s Seventh District, Mr. Ger-
ald Zeek, who peacefully passed away 
on January 5, 2026, at the remarkable 
age of 96. 

Gerald’s life was defined by the quin-
tessential American values of hard 
work, service, and family. Born on Hal-
loween in 1929, he learned the value of 
a dollar early, taking his first job 
baling hay for just 25 cents an hour. 
That work ethic stayed with him 
throughout his entire life. 

Following the Second World War, 
Gerald answered the call of duty and 
joined the United States Navy, com-
pleting an honorable tour of service, 
but his commitment to our Nation’s 
defense didn’t end there. He went on to 
dedicate 34 years of his life to 
Picatinny Arsenal, ensuring that free-
dom and servicemembers had the tools 
that they needed to defend this Nation. 

In the 1980s, Gerald and his beloved 
wife, June, moved to DeBary, Florida. 
He was a man who appreciated the sim-
ple and the classic, often found work-
ing on his 1929 Ford Model A, a car as 
enduring and reliable as the man him-
self. 

Above all, Gerald was a man of pro-
found devotion. He was a husband to 
June for over 75 years, a testament to 
a love and loyalty that is rare to find 
in this world today. He was a father to 
his sons, Dave and Dan; and a grand-
father to Christopher, Jeffrey, Deanna, 
Dave; and great-grandfather to eight 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a personal con-
nection to this family’s legacy of serv-
ice. Gerald’s own grandson Dave, who 
is with me today, is currently serving 
as my U.S. Army War Fellow, carrying 
forward the torch of excellence and pa-
triotism that his grandfather lit nearly 
a century ago as a command sergeant 
major who has proudly served in our 
Joint Special Operations Command, 
75th Ranger Regiment, and other units. 

Gerald Zeek was an honorable, com-
passionate, and hardworking man. He 
was a great father, a great husband, 
and a great American. From one sol-
dier to another, I want to take a mo-
ment to salute him and his lifetime of 
service. 

May his memory be a blessing to his 
family and an inspiration to our dis-
trict. 

Airborne. 
f 

b 1100 

CHAMPIONS OF THE WEEK: DAVE 
EWERS, MARK HARPER, DOMINIC 
BAGNOLI 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to recognize Akron Fire Depart-
ment Lieutenant Dave Ewers, retired 
Akron Firefighter Mark Harper, and 
Lynx EMS worker Dominic Bagnoli as 
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District 
champions of the week. 

Late last year, a man went into car-
diac arrest at a roller skating rink in 
Jackson Township, Ohio. While not on 
the job and simply enjoying the rink, 
Lieutenant Ewers, retired Firefighter 
Harper, and Mr. Bagnoli leapt into ac-
tion, giving the man CPR and other 
lifesaving support until Jackson Town-
ship EMS arrived. 

Due to their quick response and ef-
fective CPR, the man made a full re-
covery and even started skating again 
this past weekend. 

The three were recognized this week 
by Jackson Township with the EMS 
Excellence Award for their quick re-
sponse during the incident. 

Lieutenant Ewers and retired Fire-
fighter Harper, both avid skaters them-
selves, said they have come to know a 
lot of the regulars at the roller rink, 
including the man who went into car-
diac arrest. They said their fellow 
skaters are like family, so they were 
glad to be able to help one of their own. 

Again, I extend my sincere gratitude 
to Akron Fire Department Lieutenant 
Dave Ewers, retired Akron Firefighter 
Mark Harper, and Lynx EMS worker 
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