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Colonel Annie received extensive
decorations for his service: a Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, a Meri-
torious Service Medal with five oakleaf
clusters, Air Force and Army Com-
mendation Medals, a Combat Action
Medal, the Armed Forces Service
Medal with six service stars, the NATO
Medal with a service star. He also re-
ceived State awards from West Vir-
ginia to fill an additional column, in-
cluding the Distinguished Unit Awards,
Emergency Service Ribbons, and Com-
mendation Medals. Taken together,
they are not merely a collection of rib-
bons, but a map of a life lived wherever
the mission required, doing whatever
the mission demanded.

Colonel Annie is a West Virginian in
the deepest sense—rooted in his com-
munity, committed to its people, and
unwilling to mistake rank or recogni-
tion for purpose. He was a soldier-
scholar, a commander-servant, and by
every measure, the kind of officer the
institution of the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard was built to produce. His
leadership in the military organization
will be felt for many years to come, as
well as his positive impact on the
many, many lives he changed for the
better. I express my sincerest gratitude
for Colonel Annie’s service and patriot-
ism, and I send my best wishes for his
health and happiness in retirement.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL CHER-
RY FESTIVAL IN TRAVERSE
CITY, MICHIGAN

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the National Cherry Festival in
Traverse City, MI.

Traverse City is known as the Cherry
Capital of the World for good reason.
More than 70 percent of the Nation’s
tart cherries are grown in the Grand
Traverse region, and for a century, this
remarkable harvest has been cele-
brated through a festival that honors
both the quality of the crop and the
hard-working people who produce it.

The inaugural Cherry Festival was
held in 1926, though celebrations of the
cherry harvest date back even earlier.
In the 1910s, local growers gathered for
an informal event known as the Bless-
ing of the Blossoms, laying the founda-
tion for what would become one of
Michigan’s most beloved traditions.
Over the past century, the festival has
grown from a modest 3-day event into
an 8-day celebration of the dedication,
resilience, and community spirit that
define the Grand Traverse region.

The National Cherry Festival is no
small spectacle. Each year, hundreds of
thousands of visitors travel to Traverse
City to take part in cherished tradi-
tions, from the crowning of the Cherry
Queen to the breathtaking perform-
ances of the Blue Angels over Grand
Traverse Bay. The festival has also
welcomed notable guests throughout
its history, including three Presidents.
In 1925, a giant cherry pie was pre-
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sented to President Calvin Coolidge; in
1929, President Herbert Hoover at-
tended the opening-day ceremony; and
in 1975, President Gerald Ford proudly
served as grand marshal of the Cherry
Royale Parade.

Yet the National Cherry Festival is
about far more than celebrating a
bountiful harvest. It is a tribute to the
growers, families, businesses, and vol-
unteers whose efforts sustain both the
festival and the broader community.
Thousands of volunteer hours are dedi-
cated each year to preserving its tradi-
tions and creating memorable experi-
ences for residents and visitors alike.
Their commitment has helped make
the festival a lasting symbol of civic
pride and community engagement.

For generations, the National Cherry
Festival has created cherished summer
memories for families from Michigan
and across the Nation. Today, it re-
mains as important to the Grand Tra-
verse region as it was at its founding a
century ago. As the festival celebrates
this historic milestone, I congratulate
its organizers, volunteers, growers, and
supporters for carrying forward a tradi-
tion that showcases the very best of
Michigan.

I ask the Senate to join me in cele-
brating the National Cherry Festival
as it marks its 100th anniversary. For a
century, this iconic Michigan tradition
has honored the growers and commu-
nities whose dedication has made the
Grand Traverse region a leader in cher-
ry production and a source of pride for
our State. May the festival continue to
strengthen community ties, celebrate
Michigan’s agricultural heritage, and
bring joy to future generations for an-
other hundred years.e

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message
from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the
amendment of the Senate to the
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
6644) to increase the supply of Housing
in America, and for other purposes.

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 629. An act to amend the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1978 to remove barriers to agri-
cultural producers in accessing funds to
carry out emergency measures under the
emergency conservation program, and for
other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 826. An act to require the Inspector
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion to submit a quarterly report on fraud
relating to certain COVID-19 loans.

H.R. 4238. An act to improve account-
ability in the disaster loan program of the
Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 7396. An act to establish an Office of
Native American Affairs within the Small
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 8879. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require a report on small busi-
ness concern participation in a covered con-
tracting programs, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8880. An act to require the Comp-
troller General to evaluate Federal cyberse-
curity assistance to small business concerns,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 8881. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration to report on
the use of artificial intelligence and machine
learning by the Administration, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 8882. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Economic Policy Act of 1980 to examine
how the competitiveness of small businesses
is affected by the enforcement of Federal
antitrust laws, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 826. An act to require the Inspector
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion to submit a quarterly report on fraud
relating to certain COVID-19 loans; to the
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship.

H.R. 7396. An act to establish an Office of
Native American Affairs within the Small
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship.

H.R. 8879. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require a report on small busi-
ness concern participation in a covered con-
tracting programs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship.

H.R. 8880. An act to require the Comp-
troller General to evaluate Federal cyberse-
curity assistance to small business concerns,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 8881. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration to report on
the use of artificial intelligence and machine
learning by the Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

H.R. 8882. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Economic Policy Act of 1980 to examine
how the competitiveness of small businesses
is affected by the enforcement of Federal
antitrust laws, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
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MEASURES DISCHARGED PETITION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Finance be discharged of further
consideration of S.J. Res. 198, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services re-
lating to ‘‘Medicare Program; Implementa-
tion of Prior Authorization for Select Serv-
ices for the Wasteful and Inappropriate Serv-
ices Reduction (WISeR) Model”’ and, further,
that the resolution be immediately placed
upon the Legislative Calendar under General
Orders.

Ron Wyden, Elizabeth Warren, Jeff
Merkley, Patty Murray, Catherine Cor-
tez Masto, Richard J. Durbin, Ben Ray
Lujan, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Tim
Kaine, Adam B. Schiff, Sheldon White-
house, Richard Blumenthal, Bernard
Sanders, Lisa Blunt Rochester, Mazie
K. Hirono, Ruben Gallego, Chris Van
Hollen, Margaret Wood Hassan, Alex
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Jeanne Shaheen,
Jack Reed, Edward J. Markey, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Peter Welch, Mark
Kelly, Andy Kim, Mark R. Warner,
Christopher Murphy, Angus S. King,
Jr., Tina Smith.

————

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following joint resolution was
discharged from the Committee on Fi-
nance, by petition, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
802(c), and placed on the calendar:

S.J. Res. 198. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services of the Department of Health
and Human Services relating to ‘‘Medicare
Program; Implementation of Prior Author-
ization for Select Services for the Wasteful

and Inappropriate Services Reduction
(WISeR) Model”.
————
MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 4876. A bill to improve handling of va-
cancies of the Director of National Intel-
ligence, and for other purposes.

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 4238. An act to improve account-
ability in the disaster loan program of the

Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes.
———
EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3952. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the Army’s proposed letter(s) of offer
and acceptance to the Government of Kuwait
for defense articles and services estimated to
cost $1.98 billion (RSAT Case 26-74) (OSS-
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2026-0496)); to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

EC-3953. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the Army’s proposed letter(s) of offer
and acceptance to the Government of Aus-
tria for defense articles and services esti-
mated to cost $1.5 billion (RSAT Case 26-58);
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3954. communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, the notification of enhancements or
upgrades from the level of sensitivity of
technology or capability (RSAT Case 26-0U);
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3955. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security
Administration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Federal Independent Dispute Reso-
lution Operations” (RIN1210-AC17) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on June 23, 2026; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3956. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Secretary of
State’s intent to designate Chone Killers as
a Foreign Terrorist Organization; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3957. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 26-331, ‘‘Open Meetings Clarifica-
tion Temporary Amendment Act of 2026°’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3958. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 26-332, ‘‘Arena Safety Con-
formity Temporary Amendment Act of 2026”’;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-3959. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Credit Union
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Dependent
Care and Board Member Expense Reimburse-
ment”’ (RIN3133-AF64) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on June 23,
2026; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-3960. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Credit Union
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Preemp-
tion-Federal Credit Union Non-Interest
Charges and Fees” (RIN3133-AGll) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on June 23, 2026; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3961. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chair, Export-Import Bank of the
United States, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to a transaction in-
volving financing under the Make More in
America program; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3962. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Defense
Production Act, Title III, Annual Report for
Fiscal Years 2024-2025"’; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3963. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Guid-
ance for Technology-Inclusive Risk-Informed
Change Evaluation’ (Regulatory Guide 1.261)
received in the Office of the President of the
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Senate on June 23, 2026; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-3964. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement, Department
of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Montana
Regulatory Program’ (MT-048-FOR) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on June 23, 2026; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-3965. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement, Department
of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Kentucky
Regulatory Program’ (KY-263-FOR) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on June 23, 2026; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-3966. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “FCC Adopts Application Limit and
Eligibility Restrictions for New Noncommer-
cial Educational Reserved Band FM Trans-
lator Station Applications in Upcoming 2026
Filing Window”’ ((MB Docket No. 26-20) (FCC
26-37)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on June 23, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-3967. A communication from the Dep-
uty Bureau Chief, Public Safety and Home-
land Security Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Resilient
Networks; Amendments to Part 4 of the
Commission’s Rules Concerning Disruptions
to Communications; New Part 4 of the Com-
mission’s Rules Concerning Disruptions to
Communications” (FCC 26-34) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on June
23, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-3968. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Division of Legislation and
Regulations, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Tanker Security Program’’
(RIN2133-AC02) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on June 23, 2026; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-3969. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Surface Transportation Board,
Department of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
““Civil Monetary Penalties-2026 Adjustment’’
(Docket No. EP 716 (Sub-No. 11)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 23, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-3970. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Office of Economics
and Analytics, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘“Deletion of Ob-
solete Regulations” (FCC 26-15) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 23, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee
on the Judiciary, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 4591. A Dbill to protect intellectual prop-
erty rights in the voice and visual likeness of
individuals, and for other purposes.

By Mr. CRUZ, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:
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