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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, who does wondrous things,
blessed be Your glorious name forever.
Remake us in Your image, and bring
our hearts under Your control.

Lord, infuse our Senators with a love
for You that will make their obedience
willing, joyful, and consistent. Astound
them with Your limitless resources and
supply all their needs from Your boun-
ty. Keep them humble with the convic-
tion that they can’t breathe a breath,
think a thought, or speak a word with-
out Your mercy, grace, and power.

And, Lord, as the former chaplain of
the U.S. Marine Corps, I thank You for
the life and service of Robert S.
Mueller III.

We pray in Your great name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
Budd). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

Senate
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant bill clerk read
the nomination of MARKWAYNE MULLIN,
of Oklahoma, to be Secretary of Home-
land Security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

NOMINATION OF MARKWAYNE MULLIN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Today, I will vote
for the new Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity. The entire Senate will confirm
our colleague the junior Senator from
Oklahoma as the Department of Home-
land Security Secretary.

Senator MULLIN is a welcome addi-
tion to the Cabinet. He is a consensus
builder and, most importantly, has
Oklahoma dirt under his fingernails. I
am confident that he will use his busi-
ness experience—and, more impor-
tantly to this farmer, his rancher expe-
rience—to get things done in the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

I am confident, as I talked to him
today about the importance of congres-
sional oversight, and I hope he will
take congressional oversight very seri-
ously.

My advice to him is: Be transparent
and responsive to the American people.
Answer our letters. Protect whistle-
blowers. Hear whistleblowers out.

There is no way a Secretary can
know what is going on in the bowels of
the Department; and that is why, when
people come to you saying, ‘‘Things
aren’t right, money is not being spent
right, and the law is not being fol-
lowed,” listen to them.

And as I always say, run the Depart-
ment; don’t let the Department run
you.

I wish Senator MULLIN all the best as
he takes on this new role. I know he
will serve his country with distinction.
I urge my colleagues to support his
nomination.

HOME FOR EVERY CHILD INITIATIVE

On another matter, Mr. President, in
my years in the U.S. Senate, I have
been a person very interested in the
foster care system serving the young
people. So I would like to recognize a
meaningful initiative that the Admin-
istration for Children and Families, or
ACF, launched called A Home for
Every Child.

ACF’s A Home for Every Child initia-
tive ‘‘sets an ambitious goal of achiev-
ing a foster home-to-child ratio greater
than one-to-one in every state.” I ap-
plaud this very ambitious goal.

I also have been working to beef up
foster parent recruitment and reten-
tion efforts because kids in foster care
deserve qualified, well-trained, and lov-
ing parents.

My bipartisan Recruiting Families
Using Data Act complements ACF’s A
Home for Every Child initiative by ena-
bling State child welfare agencies to
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