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They have tried and tried and tried.
They cannot help you.

What is going to happen here on the
floor today is, on our side of the aisle,
we are going to stand behind the Com-
mander in Chief. Most importantly, we
are going to stand behind our fighting
men and women on the ground because
they are involved in a kinetic battle.

When this happens—whatever hap-
pens—we, every American, should be
standing behind our fighting men and
women. They need to continue on.
They need to complete the job. The
President of the United States is going
to do this.

So to my friends on the other side of
the aisle, stop this. Don’t try to help
the Iranians. You are the only entity
on this planet trying to help the Ira-
nians. Stop it. Vote with us.

This is going to fail tonight. It would
be nice if you joined us in standing be-
hind our fighting men and women as
we try to end the regime of the last bad
actor in the region.

I yield the floor.

Mr. MURPHY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, I thank Senator
MURPHY for his great leadership on this
issue, for speaking so clearly and
fiercely about the need for this resolu-
tion.

This war has dragged on for long
enough. It is long past time for it to
come to an end. And, today, with this
resolution, the Senate must assert its
power on matters of war and peace.

This is the third time—the third
time—that Republicans have been
given a chance to do the right thing
and end this war. It is the third time,
though, they stick their heads in the
sand and pretend this war does not
exist. But the war is expanding. The
Senate has an obligation to step in.

I say to my Republican colleagues: If
there was ever a time to stand up for
the authority of the Senate, stand up
for the powers given to us through the
Constitution, the time is now.

Thirteen American servicemembers
have been killed and thousands more
injured. Energy prices are above $100 a
barrel. And now the Wall Street Jour-
nal reports the Pentagon will deploy
another 3,000 soldiers from the 82nd
Airborne.

Enough.

The War Powers Act allows questions
to be asked, allows the public to be
drawn into the discussion. That is the
way to end endless wars, not to tell no
one what is going on, not to keep it se-
cret, not to give anyone else any au-
thority. That is a loser, and it will be
a loser for the American people.

The American people are tired of
sending our sons and daughters to fight

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

endless wars. Americans are exas-
perated every time they go to the gas
station and pay $4 a gallon. They are
tired of Donald Trump making out-
rageous and deluded statements like
saying he does both have a plan and
does not have a plan. This is who is
leading the war effort—someone who
changes his mind every day, who can’t
answer the question of what is the goal
here? what is the endgame? how much
does it cost?

So enough is enough.

Donald Trump does not have the au-
thority to wage this war without the
explicit authority from Congress.

I thank Senator MURPHY for pushing
this resolution. I am proud to support
it. I urge some of my Republican col-
leagues to vote yes.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, what-
ever you think about this war, it
should be unacceptable to all of us that
we have not had a single public hear-
ing, a single opportunity for the Amer-
ican people to hear directly through
their representatives the justification
and the endgame for this war.

I thank my colleagues for joining me
here today.

———

DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FROM HOSTILITIES WITHIN OR
AGAINST THE ISLAMIC REPUB-
LIC OF IRAN THAT HAVE NOT
BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CON-
GRESS—Motion to Discharge

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, pursu-
ant to section 601(b) of the Inter-
national Security Assistance and Arms
Export Control Act, I move to dis-
charge the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations from further consideration of
S.J. Res. 116, to direct the removal of
the United States Armed Forces from
hostilities within or against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran that have not
been authorized by Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to discharge S.J. Res. 116, a joint
resolution to direct the removal of United
States Armed Forces from hostilities within
or against the Islamic Republic of Iran that
have not been authorized by Congress.

VOTE ON MOTION

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
agreeing to the motion to discharge.

Mr. MURPHY. I would ask for the
yveas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.
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The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 53, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 69 Leg.]

YEAS—47
Alsobrooks Hirono Rosen
Baldwin Kaine Sanders
Bennet Kelly Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester King Schumer
Booker Klobuchar Shaheen
Cantwell Lujan Slotkin
Coons Markey X
Cortez Masto Merkley %,:2%011%
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray
Gallego Ossoff Warnock
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Hassan Paul Welch
Heinrich Peters Whitehouse
Hickenlooper Reed Wyden

NAYS—53
Armstrong Fetterman Moody
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted :
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Sgg&‘f;m
Collins Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice Sheeh:
Cotton Kennedy e(? Y
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McConnell Wicker
Ernst McCormick Young

The motion was rejected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk for the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 311,
H.R. 7147.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 311, H.R.
7147, a bill making further consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes.

John Thune, Bill Hagerty, Marsha Black-
burn, Eric Schmitt, James Lankford,
Bernie Moreno, Cindy Hyde-Smith,
Steve Daines, Josh Hawley, Jim C. Jus-
tice, Shelley Moore Capito, Kevin
Cramer, Ashley Moody, Jim Banks,
James E. Risch, Tim Sheehy, Joni
Ernst.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF UINTA BOCES #1

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 40th anniversary
of the Uinta Board of Cooperative Edu-
cational Services #1, or Uinta BOCES.

On April 11, 2026, Uinta BOCES will
celebrate its 40th anniversary during
its annual fundraiser held at the his-
toric Roundhouse in Evanston, WY.
This year’s theme, ‘“‘Neon Nights and
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Silver Highlights,”” encourages guests
to reflect on the history of this re-
markable organization. Since 1986,
Uinta BOCES has supported individuals
in learning, growing, and succeeding by
offering a wide range of educational
and community resources.

The roots of the BOCES program
originated from the Community Orga-
nization for Resources in Education, or
the CORE Group, formed in 1981. The
energy boom of the 1980s spiked Evans-
ton’s population growth. The CORE
Group recognized a need to accommo-
date the educational needs of the grow-
ing community. As the community
grew, so did the services the CORE
Group provided.

In 1984, it formed the Lifelong Learn-
ing Center through a partnership with
Western Wyoming Community College
and Uinta County School District #1.
In 1986, the CORE Group officially
changed its name to the Uinta Board of
Cooperative Educational Services #1,
the BOCES we know today.

Uinta BOCES #1 is an invaluable edu-
cational and workforce development
resource for residents across Uinta
County and the region. The organiza-
tion works to expand access to edu-
cation, workforce training, and com-
munity enrichment opportunities.

BOCES programs expand access to
higher education. In partnership with
the Wyoming Department of Workforce
Services, BOCES offers the BOOST pro-
gram. The program provides young
adults with free high school equiva-
lency education, as well as employ-
ment and life skills training. Students
also have on-site access to Western Wy-
oming Community College staff, who
help with advising, registration, finan-
cial aid, and other needs. The college
provides dual and concurrent enroll-
ment options to local high school stu-
dents. This commitment to opening
educational pathways ensures students
have opportunities to advance their
education close to home.

Uinta BOCES #1 also plays a critical
role in workforce and career training.
The College and Career Readiness Cen-
ter offers a wide range of industry safe-
ty and professional certification
courses. These courses include OSHA
safety training, first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation—CPR—
and certified nursing assistant
healthcare training. The center also
administers licensing and trade certifi-
cation tests. Through these efforts,
Uinta BOCES staff create enriched
learning environments that meet the
evolving needs of the community’s
workforce and work to bridge the edu-
cation gap.

The BOCES organization also serves
as a community hub for lifelong learn-
ing. Adults can enroll in classes rang-
ing from arts and crafts to social
skills, and ongoing technical edu-
cation. BOCES also administers the
school district’s K-8 afterschool pro-
gram during the school year, as well as
Evanston’s popular summer day camps.
In addition, the Evanston Innovation
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WyrkShop is a free makerspace where
people of all ages and skill levels can
work together to create and explore
new ideas.

Uinta BOCES #1 is a proven resource
for ongoing education and workforce
development. Community members in
Evanston understand the immense
value of BOCES services. This local
support is a testament to the hundreds
of students who have benefited from
these services.

Uinta BOCES works closely with the
Uinta BOCES #1 Foundation to pro-
mote its educational mission. The
foundation provides vital support
through fundraising, scholarships, and
community partnerships. Every dollar
raised stays in Uinta County. Proceeds
from this year’s fundraising gala will
support and expand programming.

It takes a team of well-equipped lead-
ers to provide these tailored commu-
nity services. The Uinta BOCES #1 ad-
ministration leadership includes:

Sheila McGuire, Executive Director

Mardi Woodward, CFO & Human Resources
Director

Dan Wheeler, Uinta BOCES Board Chair

Jim Jessen, Uinta BOCES Board Vice
Chair

Brian Woodward, Uinta BOCES Board
Clerk

Regina Clark, Uinta BOCES Board Treas-
urer

Dave Bennett, Uinta BOCES Board Mem-
ber

The Uinta BOCES #1 Foundation
leadership team includes:

Sheila McGuire, President

Ron Wild, Vice President

Joy Bell, Secretary & Treasurer

It is an honor to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of Uinta BOCES #1.
Through its commitment to education,
workforce development, and commu-
nity involvement, Uinta BOCES is an
exceptional and lasting community
asset that deserves to be celebrated
every day. As a true cornerstone of op-
portunity, Uinta BOCES #1 removes
educational barriers and empowers
residents to pursue new personal and
professional pathways.

——

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I give
notice of my intent to object to any
unanimous consent agreement regard-
ing Executive Calendar No. PN681-2,
PN835-2, and PN793-2, the promotions
of Lieutenant Colonel Vincent J.
Noble, Lieutenant Commander Thomas
P. MacNeil, and Colonel Thomas M.
Siverts.

When serving in Nangarhar Province,
Afghanistan, in March 2007, Vincent J.
Noble took part in the killings of 19 Af-
ghan civilians, firing indiscriminately
at civilian vehicles and bystanders. A
military inquiry found that in response
to a suicide bomb attack, Noble’s pla-
toon went on a rampage across a 7-mile
stretch of highway, massacring un-
armed civilians on sight. An investiga-
tion revealed that Noble asked marines
to lie, that he submitted a false version
of events to his company commander,
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and violated an order from the com-
manding officer, which explicitly di-
rected the battalion to not operate in
or around Jalalabad, according to mili-
tary records. In June 2008, the Com-
mander, Marine Forces Central Com-
mand, found Noble guilty, in accord-
ance with his plea, of violating article
133, Conduct Unbecoming an Officer, of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
Allowing marines under an officer’s
command to kill civilians indiscrimi-
nately is a serious war crime. Those
who commit or allow such actions or
make false reports about those actions
should be held accountable and cer-
tainly withheld from promotions with-
in the military.

Thomas P. MacNeil served in Mosul,
Iraq, in 2017 as part of Special Oper-
ations Chief Edward Gallagher’s pla-
toon. Gallagher stabbed to death a
wounded and captive teen boy and held
him by the hair in one hand and his
knife in the other as photos were
taken. MacNeil also posed in certain
pictures with the body. MacNeil was
implicated in the court martial of Gal-
lagher when Gallagher was accused of
committing war crimes in Iraq. The
Commander of the SEALs at the time,
Rear Admiral Collin Green, pushed for
Chief Gallagher and others, including
MacNeil, to be stripped of their Tri-
dents. President Trump intervened
multiple times to prevent the Navy
from disciplining Gallagher, and in
2019, then-Acting Secretary of the
Navy Thomas B. Modly also intervened
and decided to drop the Navy’s review
of MacNeil and others. While MacNeil
was the junior member of his platoon
and eventually testified against Galla-
gher, he exercised poor judgement as
an officer and should not be promoted
within the U.S. military.

In March 2023, Thomas M. Siverts ap-
peared on an episode of a podcast
known as ‘“‘The Berm Pit,” which is
antisemitic and racist. Siverts’s par-
ticipation in a podcast whose hosts
espouse such bigotry raises serious
questions about his character and pro-
fessionalism, which are both relevant
to his promotion to brigadier general.
To date, the Marine Corps has not pro-
vided me with a copy of this podcast
episode to verify the nature of his par-
ticipation in this podcast, nor has
Siverts publicly apologized or ex-
pressed regret for his association with
this podcast.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, I
missed the following votes, but had I
been present, I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 63, Confirmation of
Executive Calendar No. 696 Markwayne
Mullin, of Oklahoma, to be Secretary
of Homeland Security.

Mr. President, I missed the following
votes, but had I been present, I would
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 64,
Motion to invoke cloture on Executive
Calendar #697 Colin McDonald, of Cali-
fornia, to be an Assistant Attorney
General.
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