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The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex- The Senator from Iowa. forcement agencies using language

piration of recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
(Mr. GRASSLEY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, You are the source
and strength of our lives. Great is Your
faithfulness. We thank You today for
our lawmakers who embraced the call-
ing to serve You by serving our Nation
and world. Bless them with divine in-
sights as they grapple with complex-
ities that require difficult choices. May
they make it their ultimate goal to
serve You by striving to do what is best
for the building of Your Kingdom in a
chaotic world. Lord, guide us all, for
we are pilgrims in this land. We are
weak, but You are mighty. Guide us
with Your powerful hands.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

MORENO). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

————

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, to-
morrow, January 9, is National Law
Enforcement Appreciation Day. For 365
days a year, but especially tomorrow,
we offer our gratitude to our country’s
men and women. When you meet one of
them, you should say: Thank you for
your work. Thank you for keeping the
peace.

With President Trump’s support, law
enforcement nationwide is making
America safer. This year, violent crime
is down 12 percent and murders across
our major cities are down 20 percent.
Record amounts of dangerous drugs
like fentanyl, meth, cocaine, and her-
oin have been seized and, thankfully,
are off our streets due to the hard work
of law enforcement’s very courageous
work. I am proud to back the blue. I
am also grateful for their work to
maintain the peace.

As chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee this year, I have continued
my work to support law enforcement in
Iowa but also nationwide. In that role,
I worked with Senate Republicans and
the White House as part of the Working
Families Tax Cut law signed by the
President on July 4, securing historic
support for the Byrne JAG and COPS
Programs for local police as well as ef-
forts to combat drug trafficking.

Additionally, four bipartisan bills the
Judiciary Committee passed during Po-
lice Week in May became law with the
passage of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act. These new laws will
expand access to Federal support for
law enforcement and their families and
help State and local law enforcement
combat online child exploitation.

The National Defense Authorization
Act also expanded counterdrone au-
thorities for State and local law en-

that was based on legislation that I
worked on in a bipartisan way with the
senior Senator from Michigan.

We should all look forward, but I
want you to know that I look forward
to working further with my colleagues
this year to support police in a bipar-
tisan way. We are very fortunate that
this type of legislation is mostly bipar-
tisan in the Congress.

To all those who have selflessly an-
swered the call to keep our commu-
nities safe, I say thank you. May God
bless you and may God protect you as
you go about your work of protecting
the American people.

I yield the floor.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, at the
start of this week, I said that the Sen-
ate would be focusing on government
funding this month. We have a January
30 deadline to get the job done and
avoid another government shutdown.
We have already passed one package of
three appropriations bills that was
signed into law in November. Now we
need to finish our work.

Later today, the House is expected to
consider another package of three bills:
Commerce, Justice, and Science; En-
ergy and Water Development; and Inte-
rior and Environmental appropriations.

These three bills were crafted with
bipartisan input from both the House
and the Senate. The Trump adminis-
tration supports this package. I expect
we will see robust bipartisan support
for these bills in today’s House vote.

This three-bill package advances
some important priorities. It funds pro-
grams that support law enforcement,
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