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challenge, the execution of a valid ar-
rest warrant against Nicolas Maduro. 
That valid arrest warrant bringing him 
to justice in the United States will be 
good for America and good for Ven-
ezuela. We do not challenge that. 

In fact, under the War Powers Reso-
lution, I am not even sure that the exe-
cution of an arrest warrant, even if ac-
companied by a military escort, would 
rise to the level of hostilities that 
would allow such a challenge, and I 
certainly wouldn’t be calling it up for a 
vote on the floor. 

But this is obviously bigger than the 
initiation of an arrest warrant. 

From the beginning, on September 2, 
the striking of Venezuelan boats in 
open waters, the amassing of naval as-
sets around Venezuela, the President’s 
authorization of covert activities, the 
seizure of ships, the coordinated attack 
of 150 aircraft that not only extracted 
President Maduro and his wife but also 
bombed sites around the country—this 
is bigger than an arrest warrant. 

More than 200 enemies have been 
killed. U.S. troops have been injured. 
Two are still hospitalized. And now we 
understand, after the hearing yester-
day and what has been made public, 
that this will go on for a long period of 
time. The seizure of oil, the dictation 
of terms about elections and the poli-
tics of Venezuela will go on for years. 

This is not an attack on the arrest 
warrant, but it is merely a statement 
that, going forward, U.S. troops should 
not be used in hostilities in Venezuela 
without a vote of Congress, as the Con-
stitution requires. 

The second point I will make is this: 
We are all humans in this place, and 
one of the things we try to do is mini-
mize votes that we might regret. It is 
impossible to eliminate those. 

We are humans, and we cast thou-
sands of votes even in a single term in 
the Senate. There will be some we 
might look back on and feel like: Oh, 
maybe we should have done this dif-
ferently. 

The most likely vote where regret 
would be most painful is a vote on mat-
ters of war. 

And I just want to assure my col-
leagues: Here is something I can guar-
antee you. No one has ever regretted— 
no one has ever regretted—a vote that 
just says: Mr. President, before you 
send our sons and daughters to war, 
come to Congress. That is a vote that 
no one has ever regretted, and no one 
will ever regret. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
FROM HOSTILITIES WITHIN OR 
AGAINST VENEZUELA THAT 
HAVE NOT BEEN AUTHORIZED 
BY CONGRESS—Motion to Dis-
charge 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, pursuant 
to section 601(b) of the International 

Security Assistance and Arms Control 
Act of 1976, I move to discharge the 
Committee on Foreign Relations from 
further consideration of S.J. Res. 98, to 
direct the removal of United States 
Armed Forces from hostilities within 
or against Venezuela that have not 
been authorized by Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to discharge from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, S.J. Res. 98, a joint 
resolution to direct the removal of United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities within 
or against Venezuela that have not been au-
thorized by Congress. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO DISCHARGE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to discharge S.J. Res. 98. 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES). 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 5 Leg.] 

YEAS—52 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
McCormick 
Moody 

Moran 
Moreno 
Mullin 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—1 

Daines 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SHEEHY). The joint resolution will be 
placed on the calendar. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Alexander C. Van Hook, of 
Louisiana, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

MINNESOTA 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, with 

me today is Mr. Nick Ayers, a col-
league from my office. 

I want to talk about a serious sub-
ject. I want to talk about welfare 
fraud, taxpayer money. 

Now, I want to make it clear that I 
love Minnesota—I love Minnesota—but 
I do not like people, whether they live 
in Minnesota or elsewhere, who steal 
money from the poor. There ought to 
be a special place in Hell for them. By 
now, unless you are still living in your 
parents’ basement, playing video 
games, you know that there has been 
massive welfare fraud in Minnesota. It 
is staggering. It is stunning. It is as-
tounding. It may rise to the level of $9 
billion of taxpayer money meant for 
the poor—$9 billion. 

It is an uncomfortable truth that, at 
this juncture, most of that fraud ap-
pears to be centered in the community 
of Minneapolis among people of Somali 
ancestry. Some have said and sug-
gested that it is racist to say that. 
Facts are not racist. What I just said is 
just a fact. So far, there have been 90 
people charged, most of whom are of 
Somali descent. That is just a fact. 
There are over 100,000 people of Somali 
ancestry in Minnesota—most of them 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area—and 
the vast majority of them vote in a 
bloc, as is their right, and the vast ma-
jority of them vote in a bloc for Demo-
cratic candidates, as is their right. 
Some will say Kennedy is being a rac-
ist for pointing that out. Let me say it 
again: Facts are not racist. They are 
facts. It has already come out at some 
of the trials, and not all of the folks 
being charged are of Somali ancestry— 
I want to make that very clear—but 
most of them are. Again, it is just a 
fact. 

I apologize for my voice. 
Let me explain what this thievery— 

this industrial-scale fraud—was just 
about. It was centered around Med-
icaid. 

As the Presiding Officer knows, Med-
icaid is a Federal program adminis-
tered by the States—we put up most of 
the money—to provide health coverage 
for poor people, for pregnant women, 
for children, and for disabled people. 
President Obama, through ObamaCare, 
extended Medicaid to some of the folks 
in the middle class, but, still, the main 
purpose of Medicaid is to help poor 
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