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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
MARKWAYNE MULLIN, a Senator from 
the State of Oklahoma. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Sovereign God, our hope for the years 

to come, we magnify Your Name. 
Lord, we sense that our battles are 

not simply with flesh and blood but 
against principalities and powers. 
Thank You for providing us with spir-
itual weapons to defeat carnal foes. 

Lord, forgive us when we chase the 
temporary and flee from the perma-
nent. Forgive us when we major in mi-
nors and minor in majors. Forgive us 
when we refuse to set our affections on 
things above but focus, instead, on the 
things of Earth. 

Today, give our lawmakers an aware-
ness of the complexity of the warfare 
between good and evil as they remem-
ber the words of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.—that ‘‘truth crushed to earth 
will rise again.’’ 

We pray in Your victorious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 15, 2026. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARKWAYNE MULLIN, 
a Senator from the State of Oklahoma, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MULLIN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE; 
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2026—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 6938, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6938) making consolidated ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Thune amendment No. 4208, to change the 

date of the enactment. 
Thune amendment No. 4209 (to amendment 

No. 4208), of a perfecting nature. 
Thune motion to commit the bill to the 

Committee on Appropriations, with instruc-
tions, amendment No. 4210, to change the en-
actment date. 

Thune amendment No. 4211 (to the instruc-
tions (amendment No. 4210)), of a perfecting 
nature. 

Thune amendment No. 4212 (to amendment 
No. 4211), of a perfecting nature. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

IRAN 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 

today to stand with the brave people of 
Iran. These are people who have been 
in a fight for their freedom. For the 
past 2 weeks, they have taken to the 
streets in 185 different cities in all 31 of 
the Provinces in Iran. It is unlike any-
thing their country has seen in a gen-
eration. Iranians are rejecting the pov-
erty, the repression, and the ruin that 
have been brought forth by four dec-
ades of tyranny. 

Americans stand with them. I think 
free people everywhere are watching. 
From Europe and South America to 
right here in the United States, we 
bear witness to the contrast—and it is 
a dramatic contrast—between the Ira-
nian people’s bravery and the Iranian 
regime’s brutality. The regime’s an-
swer to these legitimate protests—we 
have seen it—has been mass murder. 
Ayatollah Khamenei has unleashed his 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, 
and they are doing tremendous dam-
age. He has unleashed them to mas-
sacre his own citizens. 

Credible reports estimate that thou-
sands—perhaps tens of thousands—are 
dead in Iran. This surpasses the death 
toll of previous crackdowns throughout 
the Iranian regime’s history of blood-
shed. Tens of thousands of protesters 
have been thrown into prison, we un-
derstand. The regime has shut off 
internet and phone access. 

And the regime is doing that because 
it is anxious to hide its crimes. It has 
failed. The truth has gotten out. The 
world is seeing it. 

For decades, Iran’s government has 
been the world’s leading state sponsor 
of terrorism. The world knows it. And 
now it has turned that same terror 
onto its own people. 
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