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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Sacred Father, open the hearts of our
lawmakers to the power of Your provi-
dence. Lord, provide them with a great-
er appreciation of Your wisdom, power,
and love. Remind them of Your plans
to keep them from stumbling or slip-
ping, as You prepare them for their ac-
countability to You. Give them
strength for their challenging pilgrim-
age, and provide them with a faith that
will not shrink, though pressed by
many a foe. Empower them with the
moral and spiritual stamina to walk in
the paths of integrity, courage, and
joy.

And, Lord, bless all who labor to
bring Your peace on Earth.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BuUDD). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE;
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026—Motion to Proceed—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 6938, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 299,
H.R. 6938, a bill making consolidated appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

OBAMACARE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, one
of the issues that Congress must deal
with—and do it very shortly—is the
cost of health insurance.

President Obama famously said that
ObamaCare would let Americans keep
their health insurance if they liked it
and that it would also lower their pre-
miums. We know, more than a decade
later, that those promises were never
true.

We need to lower healthcare costs. It
starts with expanding access and com-
petition to high-quality, affordable
health insurance through health sav-
ings accounts, association health
plans, and other consumer-driven
health plans. It also requires action to
reduce prescription drug prices through
pharmacy benefit manager reform.
That reform should not be a tough
thing to do because we have three sepa-
rate approaches in the U.S. Senate,
with a total of about 60 to 66 Members,
in a bipartisan way, supporting the
passage of PBM reform.

The evidence for fixing ObamaCare
can be found in America’s pocketbook
today. I recently received a letter from
an Iowan, documenting the increases
this person has seen in his monthly
health insurance premiums, just since
ObamaCare became law. Before

ObamaCare was signed into law, this
Iowan saw zero-percent increases in his
health insurance premiums and even
saw premium reductions. In the 8 years
prior to ObamaCare, this Iowan had a
cumulative premium increase of 4 per-
cent. In the 8 years since ObamaCare,
this Iowan saw a cumulative premium
increase of 87 percent.

Health insurance has gotten more
costly under ObamaCare—case in point
with this Iowan’s story. His monthly
health insurance premium, which was
once around $800 before ObamaCare, is
now over $2,000 a month.

Extending temporary COVID bonuses
for wealthy households, where the
money is shoved to insurance compa-
nies, is not the answer. We need to
enact commonsense solutions to bring
down healthcare costs.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE; ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT; AND INTERIOR AND EN-
VIRONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, before I

begin, I just want to mention Thurs-

day’s appropriations vote in the House.

Thanks to Speaker JOHNSON, House
Appropriations Committee Chair Tom
CoLE, and others, the House passed a
three-bill appropriations package—
Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy
and Water Development; and Interior
and Environment—by an overwhelming
bipartisan margin.

Now it is our turn, and I hope that we
will be able to get these bills passed
here in the Senate in the next couple of
days. We have a lot of appropriations
work left to do before the January 30
deadline, and we should not waste any
time in getting this bipartisan package
over the finish line.

SOUTHERN BORDER

Mr. President, it is difficult to over-
state just how dramatically the situa-
tion at the southern border has
changed over the past year.
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