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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Father, strong to save, whose 

arms have bound the restless waves, we 
praise You for Your magnificent love 
that awakens us each day. 

Thank You for lawmakers who strive 
to please You. Lord, continue to guide 
their feet and teach them Your wis-
dom. 

In these turbulent times, show Your-
self strong on behalf of those who love 
You. Solve the riddles that confound 
us. Confuse those who seek to hinder 
Your providence. And give Your 
strength to those who would like to 
throw in the towel. Bring order to a 
world that often seems to spin out of 
control. Please comfort all who mourn. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORENO). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE; 
ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT; AND INTERIOR AND ENVI-
RONMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2026—Motion to Proceed—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 6938, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 299, 
H.R. 6938, a bill making consolidated appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

TRIBUTE TO BRENNA TEERLINCK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am 
here to honor a young Iowan. I do it 
during this month of January because 
January is National Blood Donor 
Month. 

It seems hard to believe, but every 2 
seconds someone in the United States 
needs blood. Yet less than 10 percent of 
those who can donate blood actually 
donate blood. Regular blood donations 
can help a family member, a neighbor, 
and perhaps in most cases, a stranger. 

An Iowan who can inspire us all to 
donate blood is Brenna Teerlinck. Last 
fall, Brenna, a St. Ambrose University 
student in Davenport, IA, was inducted 
into the National Blood Donation Hall 
of Fame. She is the youngest person 
ever to receive this honor. 

At age 16, Brenna was inspired to do-
nate blood for her cousin, who was bat-
tling a rare immune disorder. She is 
now a freshman in college. Even 
though she is in college, Brenna con-
tinues to donate blood regularly. Her 
bravery and dedication ought to inspire 
us all to donate blood. 

Congratulations, Brenna. 
I yield the floor. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
MINNESOTA 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, recent re-
ports suggest that widespread fraud 
has taken root in the State of Min-
nesota. Prosecutors say that indus-
trial-scale fraud has affected at least 14 
federally funded programs in the State 
and that, since 2018, $9 billion or more 
may have been stolen from these pro-
grams—stolen from taxpayers and from 
the people in need that these programs 
are meant to help. 

There have been nearly eight indict-
ments related to just one organization 
that received $250 million by claiming 
to have served meals to needy people 
during the pandemic. In another case, 
prosecutors say that a program de-
signed to help people at risk of home-
lessness was subject to widespread 
fraud, with its costs ballooning to more 
than $100 million in just 4 years. In yet 
another case, prosecutors state that a 
fraudulent provider stole $14 million 
from a program to provide therapy to 
children with autism, and I could go 
on. 

One has to wonder how this could 
happen, and I hope we will soon find 
out. 

Last week, every Republican Senator 
joined Senator CASSIDY’s letter to the 
Governor of Minnesota, demanding an-
swers about the large-scale fraud that 
appears to have happened on his watch. 
The Department of Justice has surged 
resources to Minnesota to assist in 
prosecuting these crimes, and the 
Trump administration recently an-
nounced it is creating a new position in 
the Department of Justice focused on 
investigating instances of fraud across 
the country because, unfortunately, 
cases of waste, fraud, and abuse are not 
confined to one State. The Government 
Accountability Office estimates that as 
much as $500 billion in Federal funds is 
lost each year to fraud—not an incon-
sequential sum—and every one of those 
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