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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, uncreated Creator, light of 

light, we praise Your Holy Name. 
Lord, You are the joy and strength of 

our lives. You can remove all pain, 
misery, and strife. 

Be for our lawmakers a source of 
truth. May they view pressing issues in 
the light of Your precepts, embracing 
Your wisdom, power, and patience. 
Lord, give them a passion for compas-
sion and joy as they remember Your 
desire that they live abundantly. 

Continue to shine in all our hearts so 
that neither the precipice of unbelief 
nor the shadow of death separates us 
from the light of Your great love. 

We pray in Your Sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-

STRONG). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read 
the nomination of John Thomas Shep-
herd, of Arkansas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Western District 
of Arkansas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

IRAN 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 

want to make some remarks about 
Iran. I do it in light of the fact that di-
plomacy ought to be used before war, 
and I am well aware of the hard work 
of our Vice President and other people 
on his team in Pakistan last week— 
working almost 24 hours—to reach an 
agreement. It was not reached. Some 
reports late last night and early this 
morning indicate that maybe Iran is 
willing to sit down and talk again, so 
in light of that and what we know and 
what we hope happens, I make these re-
marks. 

On February 28, 2026, the United 
States began combat operations in 
Iran—action taken to protect U.S. 
Americans by preventing Iran from 
ever having a nuclear weapon. That is 
not only to protect the United States, 
but that weapon could be used any-
place on this globe, and we don’t want 
that to happen. But the most impor-
tant thing is the President, as Com-
mander in Chief, is exercising his re-
sponsibilities, and the No. 1 responsi-
bility that he has and our Nation has is 
to protect the American people. 

Now, these operations have dem-
onstrated the unmatched strength, pre-
cision, and professionalism of the U.S. 
military. America is very fortunate to 
have the strongest military in the 
world, capable of not only projecting 
power but of doing so with discipline, 
coordination, and a clear sense of mis-
sion. 

I want to express my gratitude and 
pride in the men and women in uniform 
who are carrying out this mission and 
to let the families of SGT Declan 
Coady, a young man from West Des 

Moines, and MAJ Jeffrey O’Brien, a 
man from Indianola, IA—who both paid 
the ultimate price to protect us—know 
that we think about their families at 
this time. But it also is a reminder— 
these men who lost their lives as well 
as people who are still fighting—that 
the courage, skill, and commitment to 
protecting our Nation reflect the very 
best of our men and women in uniform. 

What we have known for a long pe-
riod of time is that Iran has used their 
money to finance terrorism around the 
world and even in the United States, as 
has been demonstrated by three or four 
actions since the war happened. They 
are the No. 1 supporter of terrorism fi-
nancially, and they use their missiles 
to blackmail that part of the globe. 
But what we have learned is they have 
more capability than just effecting 
blackmail in the Middle East because 
we have learned that they have longer 
range missiles that could reach Berlin, 
Paris, and London. And when is the 
next step that those missiles could 
reach the United States? 

So under the leadership of President 
Trump, the United States is taking de-
cisive action to provide safety and cer-
tainty for the American people. More 
than 85 percent of Iran’s defense indus-
trial base has been destroyed, 150 war-
ships have been destroyed, and 70 per-
cent of Iran’s facilities and ground con-
trol stations have been destroyed or de-
graded. In total, over 13,000 targets 
have been struck, and over 1,000 attack 
drones and 700 ballistic missiles have 
been intercepted. 

Preventing war through diplomacy is 
very important, but when diplomacy 
doesn’t work, we have seen in this in-
stance that, in total, over 13,000 targets 
have been struck and over 1,000 attack 
drones and 700 ballistic missiles have 
been intercepted. 

Preventing Iran from ever acquiring 
a nuclear weapon isn’t just a policy ob-
jective; it is a national security pri-
ority. I am encouraged that military 
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