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serving both the county and our entire 
State. Her passion for public service 
was evident early on. After graduating 
from the University of Maryland, Bal-
timore County, she performed a variety 
of public roles and quickly became a 
well-known, dynamic advocate. Nota-
bly, she served as director of the Balti-
more County Office of Minority Af-
fairs, opened the Baltimore County Of-
fice of Fair Practices and Community 
Affairs as its inaugural executive di-
rector, and founded the Baltimore 
County African American Cultural Fes-
tival. 

In 1997, Speaker Jones was appointed 
to fill a vacancy in the House of Dele-
gates, and she won election to her first 
full term the following year. She has 
served on numerous committees, in-
cluding appropriations, rules, and exec-
utive nominations, spending afford-
ability, and ways and means. Never one 
for ideological grandstanding, Speaker 
Jones maintained a rapt focus on the 
issues affecting the day-to-day lives of 
her constituents. She worked tirelessly 
to direct State dollars to county and 
community projects, including much- 
needed school modernizations. 

In 2003, after just 5 years as a dele-
gate, Speaker Jones’ colleagues recog-
nized her integrity, leadership ability, 
and inexhaustible work ethic by elect-
ing her speaker pro tempore. She 
served faithfully in this role for 16 
years before becoming acting speaker 
following the death of her predecessor. 
On May 1, 2019, after a brief and lively 
campaign, she shattered barriers and 
made history by being unanimously 
elected as the first woman and first Af-
rican-American speaker of the Mary-
land House of Delegates. 

Speaker Jones’ tenure was defined by 
her courage, vision, and steadfast com-
mitment to those she was elected to 
serve. During the chaos of the COVID– 
19 pandemic early in her speakership, 
she met the moment and ensured 
Marylanders received the State support 
they needed to stay safe and informed. 
Speaker Jones presided over the pas-
sage of consequential legislation, in-
cluding the Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future, the largest education invest-
ment in Maryland’s history, steered re-
sources to historically underfunded 
Black colleges and universities, 
staunchly pursued commonsense police 
and education reform, and spearheaded 
the successful campaign to enshrine a 
woman’s right to choose in the Mary-
land Constitution. 

In recognition of her many achieve-
ments, Speaker Jones was named Out-
standing Alumna of the Year by her 
alma mater in 2003, was given the Cas-
per R. Taylor, Jr. Founder’s Award— 
the highest honor the speaker may 
grant to a sitting member of the House 
of Delegates—by her predecessor in 
2019, and was inducted into the Mary-
land Women’s Hall of Fame in 2024. She 
has also received honorary doctoral de-
grees from Goucher College and Mor-
gan State University. 

Throughout her time in public serv-
ice, even in moments of intense per-

sonal tragedy, Speaker Jones has re-
mained unshakably dedicated to im-
proving the lives of all Marylanders. I 
am very glad that she will continue to 
serve as a delegate and that our State 
will retain the benefit of her great wis-
dom and experience. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Speaker 
Jones for her many years of trans-
formative service to the State of Mary-
land, the impact of which will be felt 
for generations to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

S. 216. An act to amend the Save Our Seas 
2.0 Act to improve the administration of the 
Marine Debris Foundation, to amend the Ma-
rine Debris Act to improve the administra-
tion of the Marine Debris Program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 222. An act to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to allow 
schools that participate in the school lunch 
program to serve whole milk, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 284. An act to reauthorize the Congres-
sional Award Act. 

S. 2878. An act to reauthorize funding to 
monitor, assess, and research the Great 
Lakes Basin, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 165. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to complete all actions nec-
essary for certain land to be held in re-
stricted fee status by the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 504. An act to amend the Miccosukee 
Reserved Area Act to authorize the expan-
sion of the Miccosukee Reserved Area and to 
carry out activities to protect structures 
within the Osceola Camp from flooding, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 1491. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to make the postpone-
ment of certain deadlines by reason of disas-
ters applicable to the limitation on credit or 
refund, and to take postponements into ac-
count for purposes of sending collection no-
tices. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently signed 
by the President pro tempore (Mr. GRASS-
LEY). 

At 1:19 p.m., a message from the House of 
Representatives, delivered by Mrs. Alli, one 
of its reading clerks, announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate: 

H.R. 3632. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to adjust the requirements for or-
ders, rules, and regulations relating to fur-
nishing adequate service, to require owners 
or operators of generating facilities to pro-
vide notice of planned retirements of certain 
electric generating units, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4371. An act to amend the William 
Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection 
Reauthorization Act of 2008 and the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to enhance efforts 
to combat the trafficking of children. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3632. An act to amend the Federal 
Power Act to adjust the requirements for or-
ders, rules, and regulations relating to fur-
nishing adequate service, to require owners 
or operators of generating facilities to pro-
vide notice of planned retirements of certain 
electric generating units, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL, from the Committee 
on Rules and Administration, without 
amendment: 

S. Res. 526. A resolution withholding the 
pay of Senators if a Government shutdown 
occurs. 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 3516. A bill to prohibit the circumven-

tion of control measures used by internet re-
tailers to ensure equitable consumer access 
to products, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and 
Mr. WELCH): 

S. 3517. A bill to amend title 17, United 
States Code, to reform copyright laws relat-
ing to visual artists; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. KING): 

S. 3518. A bill to amend the Federal Power 
Act to address certain alterations in, and the 
maintenance and repair of, project works, to 
provide for the licensing of micro 
hydrokinetic energy projects, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MCCORMICK (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. COONS): 

S. 3519. A bill to amend the Export Control 
Reform Act of 2018 to provide for control of 
remote access to items, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CURTIS, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 3520. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of 
Agriculture from implementing a Forest 
Service rule relating to criminal prohibi-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 3521. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to include peer support 
services at certain facilities under the Medi-
care program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
JUSTICE): 

S. 3522. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to require that State Med-
icaid programs provide at least one formula-
tion of each type of medication for the treat-
ment of opioid use disorder without prior au-
thorization or limitations on dosage, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN): 
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