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affirmative vote of three-fifths of the Mem-
bers, duly chosen and sworn. 

‘‘(2) APPEAL.—An affirmative vote of three- 
fifths of the Members of the Senate, duly 
chosen and sworn, shall be required to sus-
tain an appeal of the ruling of the Chair on 
a point of order raised under subsection 
(a)(1).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents set forth in section 1(b) of the Con-
gressional Budget and Impoundment Control 
Act of 1974 is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 315 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 316. Debt limit increase point of order. 
‘‘Sec. 317. Debt limit suspension point of 

order.’’. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 4181. A bill to require the Adminis-

trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to promulgate certain limita-
tions with respect to pre-production 
plastic pellet pollution, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

S. 4181 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited the ‘‘Plastic Pellet 
Free Waters Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS FOR WASTE-

WATER, SPILLS, AND RUNOFF FROM 
PLASTIC POLYMER PRODUCTION FA-
CILITIES, PLASTIC MOLDING AND 
FORMING FACILITIES, AND OTHER 
POINT SOURCES ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE TRANSPORT AND PACKAGING 
OF PLASTIC PELLETS OR OTHER 
PRE-PRODUCTION PLASTIC MATE-
RIALS. 

Not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’) shall promulgate a final rule to en-
sure that— 

(1) the discharge of plastic pellets or other 
pre-production plastic materials (including 
discharge into wastewater and other runoff) 
from facilities regulated under part 414 or 463 
of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations (as in 
effect on the date of enactment of this Act), 
is prohibited; 

(2) the discharge of plastic pellets or other 
pre-production plastic materials (including 
discharge into wastewater and other runoff) 
from a point source (as defined in section 502 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1362)) that makes, uses, packages, 
or transports those plastic pellets and other 
pre-production plastic materials is prohib-
ited; and 

(3) the requirements under paragraphs (1) 
and (2) are reflected in— 

(A) all wastewater, stormwater, and other 
permits issued by the Administrator and 
State-delegated programs under section 402 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1342) to facilities and other point 
sources (as defined in section 502 of that Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1362)) that make, use, package, or 
transport plastic pellets or other pre-produc-
tion plastic materials, as determined by the 
Administrator, in addition to other applica-
ble limits and standards; and 

(B) all standards of performance promul-
gated under section 312(p) of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 
1322(p)) that are applicable to point sources 
(as defined in section 502 of that Act (33 
U.S.C. 1362)) that make, use, package, or 
transport plastic pellets or other pre-produc-
tion plastic materials, as determined by the 
Administrator. 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4772. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 1383, to establish the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal Access, 
and for other purposes. 

SA 4773. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 4772 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE to the bill S. 1383, supra. 

SA 4774. Mr. THUNE proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 4773 proposed by Mr. 
THUNE to the amendment SA 4772 proposed 
by Mr. THUNE to the bill S. 1383, supra. 

SA 4775. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 7147, making further consoli-
dated appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4776. Mr. WYDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1383, to establish the Veterans Advi-
sory Committee on Equal Access, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 4777. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4778. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1383, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4772. Mr. THUNE proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 1383, to estab-
lish the Veterans Advisory Committee 
on Equal Access, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 4 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 4773. Mr. THUNE proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 4772 pro-
posed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S. 1383, 
to establish the Veterans Advisory 
Committee on Equal Access, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘4 days’’ and insert ‘‘5 days’’ 

SA 4774. Mr. THUNE proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 4773 pro-
posed by Mr. THUNE to the amendment 
SA 4772 proposed by Mr. THUNE to the 
bill S. 1383, to establish the Veterans 
Advisory Committee on Equal Access, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘5 days’’ and insert ‘‘6 days’’ 

SA 4775. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill H.R. 7147, making fur-
ther consolidated appropriations for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2026, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Beginning on page 106, strike lines 3 
through 13, and insert the following: 

‘‘SEC. 554. Amounts made available to ‘U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement—Op-
erations and Support’ in title II of this Act 
shall be reduced by $5,453,706,000. Paragraph 
(2) under such heading shall not apply to 
amounts made available under such heading. 

‘‘SEC. 555. (a) The explanatory statement 
regarding this Act, printed in the House sec-
tion of the Congressional Record on or about 
January 22, 2026, and submitted by the chair 
of the Committee on Appropriations of the 

House shall have the same effect with re-
spect to the allocation of funds and imple-
mentation of this Act as if it were a joint ex-
planatory statement of a committee of con-
ference, except that the matter printed 
under the heading ‘Enforcement and Re-
moval Operations’ and amounts specified in 
the ‘Final Bill’ column for ‘Enforcement and 
Removal Operations’ printed on page H1702 
and for ‘Subtotal, Operations and Support’ 
printed on page H1703 in the ‘Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2026’ 
table shall have no force or effect for pur-
poses of this Act. 

‘‘(b) Any reference in this Act to the ‘ex-
planatory statement described in section 4 
(in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act)’ shall be deemed to be a 
reference to the explanatory statement de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section. 

‘‘SEC. 556. Amounts made available in this 
Act and the Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2026 (division A of Public Law 119–37) for per-
sonnel pay, allowances, and benefits in each 
department and agency shall be available for 
payments pursuant to subsection (c) of sec-
tion 1341 of title 31, United States Code, and 
such payments shall be made. 

‘‘SEC. 557. All obligations incurred and in 
anticipation of the appropriations made and 
authority granted by this Act and the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2026 (division A 
of Public Law 119–37) for the purposes of 
maintaining the essential level of activity to 
protect life and property and bringing about 
orderly termination of Government function, 
and for purposes as otherwise authorized by 
law, are hereby ratified and approved if oth-
erwise in accord with the provisions of this 
Act and the Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2026. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Department 
of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 
2026’. 

‘‘TITLE VI 
‘‘FURTHER CONTINUING 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026 
‘‘SEC. 601. The Continuing Appropriations 

Act, 2026 (division A of Public Law 119–37) is 
further amended by substituting the date of 
enactment of this Act for the date specified 
in section 106(3). 

‘‘SEC. 602. For the purposes of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2026 (division A 
of Public Law 119–37), the time covered by 
such Act shall be considered to include the 
period which began on or about February 14, 
2026, during which there occurred a lapse in 
appropriations.’’. 

SA 4776. Mr. WYDEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the 
Veterans Advisory Committee on 
Equal Access, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. REPEAL OF EXECUTIVE ORDER RE-

LATING TO PROTECTING AMERICAN 
ENERGY FROM STATE OVERREACH. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act, Executive 
Order 14260 (90 Fed. Reg. 15513; relating to 
protecting American energy from State 
overreach) shall have no force or effect and 
no Federal funds may be used to implement, 
administer, enforce, or carry out that Execu-
tive Order. 

(b) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to impair any au-
thority granted to the President. 

SA 4777. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
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him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the 
Veterans Advisory Committee on 
Equal Access, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. EQUAL REPRESENTATION ACT. 

(a) CITIZENSHIP STATUS ON DECENNIAL CEN-
SUS.—Section 141 of title 13, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(g)(1) In conducting the 2030 decennial 
census and each decennial census thereafter, 
the Secretary shall include in any question-
naire distributed or otherwise used for the 
purpose of determining the total population 
by States a checkbox or other similar option 
for the respondent to indicate, for the re-
spondent and for each of the members of the 
household of the respondent, whether that 
individual is a citizen of the United States. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 120 days after comple-
tion of a decennial census of the population 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
make publicly available the number of indi-
viduals per State, disaggregated by citizens 
of the United States and noncitizens, as tab-
ulated in accordance with this section.’’. 

(b) EXCLUSION OF NONCITIZENS FROM NUM-
BER OF PERSONS USED TO DETERMINE APPOR-
TIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES AND NUMBER 
OF ELECTORAL VOTES.— 

(1) EXCLUSION.—Section 22(a) of the Act en-
titled ‘‘An Act to provide for the fifteenth 
and subsequent decennial censuses and to 
provide for apportionment of Representa-
tives in Congress’’, approved June 18, 1929 (2 
U.S.C. 2a(a)), is amended by inserting after 
‘‘not taxed’’ the following: ‘‘and individuals 
who are not citizens of the United States’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply with re-
spect to the apportionment of Representa-
tives carried out pursuant to the decennial 
census conducted during 2030 and any suc-
ceeding decennial census. 

(c) SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.—If any provision 
of this section or amendment made by this 
section, or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstance, is held to be uncon-
stitutional, the remainder of the provisions 
of this section and amendments made by this 
section, and the application of the provision 
or amendment to any other person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected. 

SA 4778. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1383, to establish the 
Veterans Advisory Committee on 
Equal Access, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. EQUAL REPRESENTATION ACT. 

(a) CITIZENSHIP STATUS ON DECENNIAL CEN-
SUS.—Section 141 of title 13, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(g)(1) In conducting the 2030 decennial 
census and each decennial census thereafter, 
the Secretary shall include in any question-
naire distributed or otherwise used for the 
purpose of determining the total population 
by States a checkbox or other similar option 
for the respondent to indicate, for the re-
spondent and for each of the members of the 

household of the respondent, whether that 
individual is a citizen of the United States. 

‘‘(2) Not later than 120 days after comple-
tion of a decennial census of the population 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
make publicly available the number of indi-
viduals per State, disaggregated by citizens 
of the United States and noncitizens, as tab-
ulated in accordance with this section.’’. 

(b) EXCLUSION OF NONCITIZENS FROM NUM-
BER OF PERSONS USED TO DETERMINE APPOR-
TIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES AND NUMBER 
OF ELECTORAL VOTES.— 

(1) EXCLUSION.—Section 22(a) of the Act en-
titled ‘‘An Act to provide for the fifteenth 
and subsequent decennial censuses and to 
provide for apportionment of Representa-
tives in Congress’’, approved June 18, 1929 (2 
U.S.C. 2a(a)), is amended by inserting after 
‘‘not taxed’’ the following: ‘‘and individuals 
who are not citizens of the United States’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply with re-
spect to the apportionment of Representa-
tives carried out pursuant to the decennial 
census conducted during 2030 and any suc-
ceeding decennial census. 

(c) SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.—If any provision 
of this section or amendment made by this 
section, or the application thereof to any 
person or circumstance, is held to be uncon-
stitutional, the remainder of the provisions 
of this section and amendments made by this 
section, and the application of the provision 
or amendment to any other person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to the nomination of 
Vincent J. Noble for appointment in 
the United States Marine Corps to the 
grade of colonel, dated March 24, 2026. 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to the nomination of 
Col. Thomas M. Siverts for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine 
Corps to the grade of brigadier general, 
dated March 24, 2026. 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to the nomination of 
Thomas P. MacNeil for temporary ap-
pointment in the United States Navy 
to the grade of commander, dated 
March 24, 2026. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
have four requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet in closed and open 
session during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 9:30 
a.m. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet in open and closed 
session during the session of the Sen-

ate on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 2:30 
p.m. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March 
24, 2026, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 24, 
2026, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
25, 2026 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 12 noon on 
Wednesday, March 25; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, morning 
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume the House message with respect 
to S. 1383. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order following the 
remarks of Senators COONS and SAND-
ERS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

f 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, we are 
at the beginning of the most profound 
technological revolution in world his-
tory, a revolution which will bring un-
imaginable changes to every aspect of 
our society. 

Artificial intelligence and robotics 
will impact our economy, our political 
lives, our privacy, our emotional well- 
being, our environment, and even our 
survival—the survival of humanity on 
this planet. 

The scale, scope, and speed of this 
change will be unprecedented. That is 
not the view of BERNIE SANDERS. That 
is the view of some of the most knowl-
edgeable people in the world who have 
developed AI, who study AI. 

According to Demis Hassabis, the 
head of Google’s DeepMind—the head 
of Google’s DeepMind—the AI revolu-
tion will be 10 times bigger than the in-
dustrial revolution and 10 times faster. 
In other words, the AI revolution will 
have 100 times the impact that the in-
dustrial revolution had. 

People left the farms. They went to 
work in factories. People left factories. 
They went to work in offices. Accord-
ing to the head of Google’s DeepMind, 
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