June 11, 2026

because there is no shortage of chal-
lenges that this country is confronting
from the threats of wars abroad, an un-
authorized war the President has
dragged us into, economic pain; right?
We talked a lot about the cost of gro-
ceries, the cost of housing, the cost of
healthcare, the cost of utilities that
working families are struggling with.

But the need for oversight on the De-
partment of Homeland Security—and
ICE and CBP especially—is absolutely
there. The need for accountability re-
mains. The need to defend due process
and civil liberties and basic human dig-
nity has not faded away.

One year ago, this administration
tried to send a message, again, not just
to me, to the country. And for the past
year, I am so proud that the American
people have been sending a message
right back to the President.

And as long as I have the privilege of
serving in this Chamber, I will con-
tinue to do the same. I will continue to
stand by the American people and to
keep asking questions and demanding
answers. We have a lot of work to do.
Let’s keep going.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that, mnotwith-
standing rule XXII, the postcloture
time with respect to Executive Cal-
endar No. 742 be expired and the Senate
vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, June 15; fi-
nally, that if the nomination is con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNIZING SENATOR LUMMIS’
SERVICE ACADEMY APPOINT-
MENT COMMITTEE

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding
group of dedicated Americans whose
work is often unseen but whose impact
will be felt by generations.

As my time in this Chamber draws to
a close, I find myself reflecting on the
responsibilities I have been privileged
to carry on behalf of the people of Wyo-
ming. Among them, few have felt more
consequential or more personal than
nominating young men and women
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across Wyoming to our Nation’s service
academies. Institutions like West
Point, the Naval Academy, the Air
Force Academy, and the Merchant Ma-
rine Academy do not simply train offi-
cers; they forge the character of those
who will one day defend the freedoms
we hold so dear. To have a hand, how-
ever small, in sending Wyoming’s sons
and daughters through those gates has
been one of the true honors of this of-
fice. For years, I have relied on the
help of Dr. Joe McGinley, Dr. Joe
Schaffer, Val Rodekohr, Senator Tara
Nethercott, Representative Tom
Lubnau, Rt. Col. Tucker Fagan, and
Ziggy Polinauskas to help select and
prepare young people from every cor-
ner of our State to serve in America’s
armed forces.

The work of governing is often loud.
Debates are televised, and our votes
are recorded, but some of the most
meaningful work done in service to
this country happens quietly, in con-
ference rooms and community centers
by people like my nominations com-
mittee who will never see the spot-
light. They may not earn widespread
recognition, but history will feel the
work they do in the careers of the lead-
ers this committee has helped shape, in
the units they will lead, and in the
country they will serve.

I will be forever grateful for my com-
mittee’s counsel, their expertise, and
their unwavering commitment to Wyo-
ming and our Nation’s future. They are
truly a part of what makes Wyoming
so special, and I could not be prouder
to have worked alongside them.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ARCHBISHOP JOHN C.
WESTER

e Mr. LUJAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commemorate and extend my
heartfelt congratulations to the Most
Reverend Archbishop John C. Wester of
Santa Fe, NM, to celebrate his 50th an-
niversary of ordination to the priest-
hood, along with his upcoming retire-
ment. Archbishop Wester has provided
50 years of dedicated service to the
Catholic Church, which has been a
blessing to countless parishioners, fam-
ilies, and communities across New
Mexico and beyond.

Archbishop Wester was ordained as a
priest on May 15, 1976. From Auxiliary
Bishop and Vicar General of San Fran-
cisco in 1998, to Bishop of Salt Lake
City in 2007, to then being installed as
the 12th Archbishop of Santa Fe in 2015
at our beautiful and historic Cathedral
Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi, Arch-
bishop Wester’s legacy is one of hope,
kindness, and equity. Since his instal-
lation in 2015, he has been a beacon of
support for wvulnerable children and
families. He has stood up for the poor
and marginalized communities, sup-
ported humane immigration policies,
and promoted peace. Archbishop West-
er has reminded us about the impor-
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tance of pursuing the ‘‘common good”
in our communities.

As a devout Catholic myself, seeing
Archbishop Wester’s excellency has
truly been a blessing. His leadership
and presence at St. Francis of Assisi
will be truly missed. Through our
shared commitment to serving others
and strengthening communities along-
side so many local initiatives, I have
come to greatly appreciate his compas-
sion, humility, and dedication. I am
grateful for voices like Archbishop
Wester’s, and I applaud his devotion
not only to the Catholic Church, but
also to the people of New Mexico.

As we celebrate this important mile-
stone, I proudly stand before my distin-
guished colleagues to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Most Rev-
erend Archbishop John C. Wester of
Santa Fe and extend my heartfelt con-
gratulations to this remarkable mile-
stone.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Select Committee
on Intelligence and a withdrawal.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:51 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 7892. An act to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require to the Secretary
of Education to use an identity fraud detec-
tion system to review each FAFSA to deter-
mine whether the FAFSA presents a reason-
able suspicion of identity fraud.

H.R. 8312. An act to establish fraud preven-
tion and program integrity functions and
data sharing authorities within the Depart-
ment of Treasury and a permanent govern-
mentwide Inspector General for Fraud, Ac-
countability, and Recovery, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 8340. An act to modify the government
financial management plan, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 8464. An act to amend title 31, United
States Code, to authorize pausing and seg-
menting payments, and for other purposes.

H.R. 8467. An act to reform the Payment
Integrity Information Act of 2019 to ensure
executive agencies focus on fraud preven-
tion, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:
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