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through the community without hav-
ing a station of their own. The new sta-
tion will now connect the Space Coast
to the rest of Florida, providing new
opportunities for tourism, business,
and continued economic growth.

I was proud to work alongside local
and State leaders to provide the nec-
essary funds to make the Brightline a
reality, and I look forward to the day
that Brightline welcomes its first pas-
senger aboard in Cocoa.

RECOGNIZING EUGENE VOGT

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize Eugene Vogt, a
distinguished veteran from Florida’s
Eighth Congressional District.

Mr. Vogt served our Nation in both
the United States Air Force and United
States Coast Guard for more than two
decades. Throughout his career, he
served with the 12th Reconnaissance
Squadron aboard the Coast Guard cut-
ters Point Swift and Gallatin conducting
patrols between Venezuela and Canada.

Mr. Vogt has said that his experi-
ences around the world taught him
that our freedoms are only guaranteed
when future generations are willing to
participate in and protect them.

It is my honor to recognize Eugene
Vogt as Veteran of the Month and
thank him for his decades of service to
our country.

RECOGNIZING COLONEL JOSEPH MATTHEWS

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Colonel Joseph
Matthews, a distinguished Army vet-
eran from Florida’s Eighth Congres-
sional District.

Colonel Matthews dedicated 27 years
of his life to serving our Nation in the
United States Army, specializing in
military intelligence. His remarkable
career took him to places such as Iraq,
Afghanistan, South Korea, Germany,
and Saudi Arabia. His service also re-
flects a deep appreciation for the free-
doms he spent his career defending
with pride.

It is my honor to recognize Colonel
Joseph Matthews as Veteran of the
Month and thank him for his extraor-
dinary service, sacrifice, and commit-
ment to the United States of America.

CELEBRATING LAUNCHING OF NANCY GRACE

ROMAN SPACE TELESCOPE

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate another historic
achievement for America’s space pro-
gram and Florida’s Space Coast.

On August 30, I had the honor to
watch firsthand the launching of the
Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope
from Kennedy Space Center. Named in
honor of NASA’s first chief astron-
omer, Roman will travel nearly 1 mil-
lion miles from Earth and give sci-
entists an unprecedented view of our
universe.

The telescope will help us better un-
derstand how the universe has evolved,
study distant galaxies and black holes,
and search for planets in our solar sys-
tem.

As chairman of the Space and Aero-
nautics Subcommittee, I am proud to
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represent the men and women of our
Space Coast who make missions like
this possible and ensure America con-
tinues to lead in space exploration be-
cause, after all, you can’t be number
one on Earth if you are number two in
space.
———

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF
MICHAEL GLAVEY

(Mr. KENNEDY of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of Michael Glavey, who
tragically passed away on May 16, 2026,
at the age of 55. September 16 would
have been Mike’s 56th birthday.

Mike was born and raised in south
Buffalo by Kathy and the late Jack
Glavey and grew up alongside his twin
sister, Maureen, and their siblings,
Karen, Kathleen, and John. Their
childhood was filled with endless days
playing outside with friends, family,
camping trips, and plenty of shenani-
gans.

Mike’s early years instilled in him
the values that he carried forward
throughout his life: a deep appreciation
for friendship, family, and hard work.
Much of what Mike learned came from
watching his father, Jack, working as
his apprentice and seeing firsthand the
pride that comes from a job well done.

The boy who built forts and rebuilt
bikes on Britt Avenue grew up to be an
expert craftsman who made carpentry
his career, joining the Carpenters
Union Local 276. For more than 25
years, Mike served as the carpenter
foreman at the University at Buffalo,
where he oversaw construction sites
big and small, taking enormous pride
in his work. Like any good carpenter,
Mike lived by the creed: Measure
twice, cut once.
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Mike ran point on just about every
construction project in the Glavey
family. His legacy lives on in the
spaces he built for those he loved, leav-
ing his mark in a very literal manner.

He helped turn every vision his sis-
ters, Karen, Kathleen, and Maureen,
had into brick-and-mortar home-im-
provement projects. He argued with his
brother, John, on how to properly hang
drywall as they worked long hours to-
gether turning an old grocery store
into a neighborhood restaurant. Most
importantly, he was his mother’s first
phone call when something around his
childhood home needed his trusted ex-
pertise.

Wherever and whenever someone
needed him, Mike was there. That same
instinct to show up for others shaped
the family he built with his wife Jen-
nifer. They married in 1998 and to-
gether raised their children, Mikey and
Allie. Mikey and Allie were his pride
and joy.

Mikey was his sidekick. Mike took
him everywhere. He taught him, guided
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him, and found tremendous joy in
every adventure they shared in Jack
Glavey’s classic blue convertible.

Mike adored Allie. He was immensely
proud of her accomplishments as a
young architect, her world travels, and
her willingness to take on new chal-
lenges. Mike was her biggest supporter
and relished their debates over archi-
tecture versus carpentry.

He was also the loving uncle to sev-
eral nieces and nephews, each of whom
will forever remember the infectious
laugh and warm embrace of their be-
loved Uncle Mike.

Mike Glavey embodied the very best
of who we aspire to be. He was a man
of character, a dependable friend, and
an extraordinarily devoted father.

To Mikey, Allie, Jennifer, Kathy, and
the entire Glavey family, our commu-
nity and our Nation mourn with you.
May Michael Glavey rest in peace.

CELEBRATING 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF WESTERN
NEW YORK AREA LABOR FEDERATION

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
26th anniversary of the Western New
York Area Labor Federation.

For 25 years, the WNYALF has
fought to ensure working people in our
community have a strong voice to se-
cure higher wages, safer workplaces,
better benefits, and greater economic
stability for themselves and their fami-
lies.

The Buffalo-Niagara region was built
by labor unions. They built our fac-
tories, our roads, our schools, our
neighborhoods, and the communities
that we call home.

I want to recognize my dear friend,
the president of the WNYALF, Denise
Abbott, and the countless union mem-
bers, organizers, stewards, and leaders
who have carried this movement for-
ward. Under Denise’s leadership, the
WNYALF continues the essential work
of bringing fairness and dignity to the
workplace and putting more money
into the pockets of working families.

The future of western New York will
be built by working people, and we will
always fight to ensure that organized
labor is the defining force in building
that future.

I congratulate the Western New York
Area Labor Federation on one-quarter
century of solidarity, service, and
strength. Here is to the next 25 years
and many, many more to come.

———

RETIREMENT OF SPOKANE
COUNTY CLERK TIM FITZGERALD

(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington
was recognized to address the House for
5 minutes.)

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to honor Spokane County
Clerk Tim Fitzgerald on his upcoming
retirement after a lifetime defined by
service.

Oftentimes, county clerks and other
local and government officials get
overlooked, but they shouldn’t be. Hav-
ing a good county clerk matters, and
Tim Fitzgerald was a great county
clerk.
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Tim served as a vital nexus for the
Spokane VET Court and Spokane Vet-
erans Forum. By focusing on treat-
ment, VA integration, and peer
mentorship, he created a program that
has graduated over 500 veterans and re-
duced the local veteran recidivism rate
to 5 percent. This statistic represents
real lives transformed and peace re-
stored to hundreds of military families.

Tim Fitzgerald’s devotion to duty
began long ago. He dedicated three dec-
ades to the United States Marine
Corps, retiring as a colonel after cru-
cial leadership deployments to Iraq and
Afghanistan. He brought that same
elite leadership to county government,
earning recognition as Washington
State’s Clerk of the Year in both 2017
and 2022.

A true gentleman and proud graduate
of the Virginia Military Institute, Tim
embodies the highest traditions of pub-
lic service.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in thanking Tim and wishing
him and his wife, Tracy, the best in the
next chapter of their lives.

RECOGNIZING FERRIS HIGH SCHOOL’S FOOTBALL
HEAD COACH BILLY NEWMAN

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize Ferris High School’s
football team for naming a new head
coach, Billy Newman, and I congratu-
late them on their first win of the sea-
son on Friday.

Billy Newman brings more than two
decades of coaching experience and
strong ties to the Spokane community.
I remember him as a standout football
player for Washington State Univer-
sity, and I appreciated Coach Newman
when he coached my son in AAU bas-
ketball.

Billy’s appointment reflects Ferris
High School’s commitment to
strengthening its football program
through character development and
meaningful partnership with students,
staff, and the broader community.

Billy said upon becoming the coach:
““This football program will be built on
school and community pride. It is an
honor to represent our school, our fam-
ilies. . . .”

I wish the Saxons and all the high
school football teams of eastern Wash-
ington success as they take on what
looks to be a great football season.

I wish good luck to the players,
coaches, and the entire family, and,
once again, I congratulate Coach New-
man and the Ferris boys’ football team
on that first win of the season.

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF DR. CHARLES

‘‘CHARLIE’’ ROBERT WOLFE

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of Dr. Charles ‘‘Charlie’” Robert Wolfe,
a longtime physician, public servant,
and member of the Spokane commu-
nity who passed away on September 7
at the grand old age of 94.

After earning his medical degree
from the University of Nebraska, Dr.
Wolfe served as an Army physician in
Okinawa, attaining the rank of cap-
tain. He and his wife, Patricia, eventu-
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ally settled in the Spokane Valley
where he spent three decades caring for
patients and strengthening the local
healthcare system.

Dr. Wolfe helped establish the first
full-time staffing of the Valley General
Hospital emergency department and
wrote Washington State’s first emer-
gency services manual. He later be-
came a founding partner of Occupa-
tional Medicine Associates and served
as a physician for Kaiser Aluminum.

His commitment to service extended
beyond medicine. Charlie served in the
Washington State House of Representa-
tives, was a delegate to the Republican
National Convention that nominated
Ronald Reagan, and devoted years to
causes including the Union Gospel Mis-
sion and Christian education.

I extend my condolences to the fam-
ily, and I join all of Congress in cele-
brating the life and legacy of Dr.
Charles Robert Wolfe. God bless you.

LESSONS ON NEW MEXICO’S
HISTORY

(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ of New Mex-
ico was recognized to address the
House for 5 minutes.)

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to provide a history les-
son. In 1598, New Mexico got its name.
In 2026, Donald Trump’s Presidency is
the most unpopular of any President.
His Iran war has pushed diesel prices to
record levels, and his tariffs have cost
Americans thousands.

How does he address the affordability
crisis he created?

It is by slapping a New America label
on the State of New Mexico. Let me
give Mr. Trump a history lesson. New
Mexicans are proud of our name and
proudly patriotic. New Mexican sol-
diers fought in the Revolutionary War.
We defeated the Confederacy at
Glorieta Pass and stopped slavery’s
westward march. We fought for civil
rights.

A New Mexican won the Supreme
Court case declaring that Native Amer-
icans had the right to vote in every
election everywhere.

While Trump makes billions off his
Presidency and tries to gut Head Start,
New Mexicans have universal
childcare, free college, and no child
will go hungry in our classrooms.

We have multicultural bilingual edu-
cation that celebrates our diversity in
a State that is 49 percent Latino, 11
percent Native American, and has some
of the best ranchers and dairy farmers
anywhere.

Hardworking New Mexicans are the
opposite of the gold-collared, corrupt
politicians who cater to Trump no mat-
ter how crazy he acts.

Mr. Trump, New Mexico has been
New Mexico since before you got to
these shores, and we will always be
New Mexico.

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING INDIAN
BOARDING SCHOOL VICTIMS

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.

Speaker, I rise today to recognize Sep-
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tember 30, 2026, as National Day of Re-
membrance to honor those who were
forced to attend Indian boarding
schools and to recognize Indian board-
ing school victims and survivors.

Across New Mexico, there were 52 In-
dian boarding schools where Native
American children were forced to relin-
quish their own indigenous heritage
and language.

I call upon my colleagues to support
H.R. 7325, the Truth and Healing Com-
mission on Indian Boarding School
Policies in the United States Act, to
formally investigate, document, and
report on boarding schools, their poli-
cies, and the generational effects on
Native American peoples.

We must support the healing of sur-
vivors, descendants, and Tribal com-
munities. Many of the children never
returned home to their families or
their communities.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for a moment of
silence for those children who did not
survive, and may they never be forgot-
ten.

HONORING THE LIFE OF RANDY LUPE

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to honor the life of
Randy Lupe, a wildland firefighter who
helped protect New Mexico during the
Frijoles fire.

A member of the San Carlos Apache
Tribe, Randy came with California
Complex Incident Management Team 8
as the fire threatened rural commu-
nities. He spent 10 days supporting the
response, carrying with him nearly 30
years of experience.

Randy brought laughter to long as-
signments and faith to difficult mo-
ments. He prayed with his crew, lifted
their spirits, stood up for his fellow
firefighters, and lived by a simple
creed: Do what is right.

Tragically, Randy died as a result of
a medical emergency while serving our
communities. He is one of 61 fire-
fighters we have lost this fire season.

Northern New Mexico mourns Randy
and honors his sacrifice. He answered
the call when we needed him most. We
will remember him as a hero.

HONORING CATHERINE GARDUNO

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor Cath-
erine Garduno who recently passed
away in Penasco, New Mexico, at the
age of 96.

Catherine embodied resilience, faith,
service, and 1love of country. The
youngest of 12 children born to a sheep-
herder and a cook, she became her fam-
ily’s first college graduate, earning an
education degree from the College of
St. Joseph in Albuquerque.

A letter to Senator Pete Domenici
brought her to our Nation’s Capital, an
experience she shared throughout her
356 years as an elementary school-
teacher. She even taught my district
director in third grade.

Widowed, Catherine raised six chil-
dren with strength and devotion. A de-
vout Catholic, she received the Arch-
bishop of Santa Fe’s St. Francis Award
for Volunteer of the Year. Her legacy
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