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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Holy God, in whose presence the dark
nights of challenge are dispelled by the
dawn of Your love, You know our needs
before we express them.

Bless our lawmakers with guidance,
strength, and perseverance. Inspire
them as instruments of Your peace,
bringing unity where there is division,
light where there is darkness, and hope
where there is despair. Lord, give them
the wisdom to seek justice, courage,
and humility.

Help us all to treat one another with
compassion, respect, and integrity, rec-
ognizing our shared humanity and our
need for Your grace. May our words
and actions reflect Your love. And,
Lord, bring peace to our troubled
world.

We pray in Your righteous Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Mr.
ARMSTRONG). Under the previous
order, the leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Iowa.

—————
E15

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, a top
issue for Iowans and particularly an
issue in these midterm elections is the
farm economy, which isn’t very good.
Farmers continue to face stronger
headwinds. It is not profitable today,
particularly in grain farming. It is not
just an Iowa issue. It is not just an
American issue. I recently read that
Brazil farmers are being foreclosed on
because of low prices there as well.

There are two ways of attacking this.
There are only two sides of a ledger.
We can help lower input costs and in-
crease markets for farmers. Farmers
continue to say they don’t want checks
from the Treasury that are often
passed on to the input suppliers; they
want their prices from the market-
place.

So I have a solution about the mar-
ketplace. I and other Senators, both
Republican and Democrat, have been
talking about the ethanol issue of E15.
We have been doing that for months
now. I have been sharing that year-

round E15 would create a nearly $14 bil-
lion increase in demand for corn in the
United States. Those figures come from
economists and the Iowa Corn Growers
Association.

But this does not show the full pic-
ture. E15 would also add $25.8 billion to
the national gross domestic product
and 128,000 jobs. Most of the jobs and
value created from E15 support rural
communities. High-paying jobs go to
local ethanol plants, grain coopera-
tives, ag equipment manufacturing,
and other agriculture suppliers. And, of
course, the farmers benefit from it as
well.

During my annual 99-county Q&As
that I hold around the State—this year
and each year—I have heard directly
from Iowans at county farm bureaus,
other businesses, and cooperatives how
year-round E15 will support the rural
American economy.

It is time, then, that the Senate pass
E15 legislation. It is good for the farm-
ers. It is good for good-paying jobs in
rural America. It is good for the envi-
ronment because ethanol is cleaner
burning than gasoline from fossil fuels.
It is good for national security, as we
depend less on foreign sources of en-
ergy. So I like to say when I do a rib-
bon-cutting at the opening of an eth-
anol plant, it is good, good, good. You
have heard it too: M’'m, m’m good.

I want to speak also about ethanol
and E15 as a process right here in the
U.S. Senate, and I think it is about
time that this be highlighted by both
Democrats and Republicans from agri-
cultural States that support E15 but
don’t talk about it enough. Now, it
could be handled as a separate issue in
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