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When the front door was locked and 

conditions were too dangerous to enter, 
Officer Epperson did not give up. Hear-
ing calls for help, he broke a smoke- 
filled window and pulled a woman to 
safety. He then returned to assist her 
husband, who had limited mobility, 
helping him also escape the burning 
home. 

Officer Epperson then ensured no one 
else was inside and went door to door, 
warning the nearby neighbors, all 
while suffering smoke inhalation him-
self. 

Mr. Speaker, without Officer 
Epperson’s bravery, lives would have 
been lost that night. His actions reflect 
the very best of law enforcement and 
the very best of Texas. God bless Offi-
cer Epperson. 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL IAN 
O’SULLIVAN 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, we honor a leader whose service 
has left a lasting mark on the Texas 
coast and on the safety of millions of 
Texans. I am speaking about Lieuten-
ant Colonel Ian O’Sullivan, who has 
been instrumental in advancing the 
Coastal Texas Project, what folks back 
home called the Ike Dike. Under his 
leadership at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Galveston District, this 
project moved from concept toward 
construction. 

Just recently, the House included $5 
million to advance pre-construction 
engineering and design for the Ike 
Dike. That funding moves the project 
forward, Mr. Speaker, as it heads to 
the Senate, and it supports a com-
prehensive coastal resiliency strategy 
that protects lives, restores eco-
systems, and strengthens our economy. 

Those numbers only happen, Mr. 
Speaker, because of leaders like Mr. 
O’Sullivan, leaders who understand the 
mission, discipline, and follow through 
on what they promised. 

From combat deployments overseas 
to mega projects right here at home, he 
has served with honor and excellence. 

On behalf of the people of southeast 
Texas, I thank Lieutenant Colonel 
O’Sullivan for his leadership, his serv-
ice, and his commitment to protecting 
our coast. 

May God bless Lieutenant Colonel 
O’Sullivan, and may his next chapter 
be as impactful as the one he leaves be-
hind. 
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b 1045 

CATALINA FOOTHILLS HIGH 
SCHOOL BOYS’ SWIM TEAM WINS 
D2 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Mr. CISCOMANI of Arizona was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Catalina 
Foothills High School boys’ swim team 
for winning the D2 State champion-
ship. 

The Falcons finished with a total 
score of 386, with senior Connor 
Daggett winning gold. 

The team finished first in three 
races: the 200-meter medley, with Nich-
olas Dinsmore, Mathew Murray, 
Ariston Elsesser, and Connor Daggett 
finishing with a time of 1:39.891; the 50- 
meter freestyle with Connor Daggett 
finishing with a time of 21:42; and the 
200-meter freestyle relay, with Nich-
olas Dinsmore, Aidan Kastner, Ariston 
Elsesser, and Connor Daggett finishing 
with a time of 1:30.831. 

In addition to finishing first in mul-
tiple races, the Falcons also placed in 
the top five for several others. 

To Coach Ed Walter, the whole team, 
and everyone who made this win pos-
sible: Congratulations. Their hard 
work has made their school and our 
community extremely proud. 

Falcons, enjoy your victory. You 
earned it. Congratulations again. 

TANQUE VERDE BOYS’ SWIM TEAM WINS D3 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Tanque 
Verde High School boys’ swim team for 
winning the D3 State championship. 

The Hawks finished with a total 
score of 257, placing first in the 200- 
meter freestyle relay and in the top 
five for multiple other events, includ-
ing the 200-meter medley relay and 400 
freestyle relay. 

The team’s time of 1:31.81 on the 200- 
meter freestyle won them first place, 
with a team made up of Jackson 
Eftekhar, Grayson The, Wade Olsson, 
and Zachary Duerkop. 

To Coach Porter Olstad, the whole 
team, and everyone who made this win 
possible: Congratulations. Their hard 
work has made their school and our 
community extremely proud. 

Hawks, enjoy your victory. You have 
earned it. Here is to another successful 
season and many, many more. 

CIENEGA HIGH SCHOOL’S MARCHING BAND WINS 
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Cienega High 
School’s marching band on winning the 
Arizona Marching Band Southern Re-
gional Championship. 

The Bobcats broke the program’s 
record for the highest score in a reg-
ular season show. They also brought 
home the highest score in music per-
formance, visual performance, general 
effect, and percussion performance. 

I also congratulate them on coming 
in as State silver medalists at the Ari-
zona Marching Band Association’s 
State championship. Through the long 
hours of hard work and dedication, the 
Bobcats achieved this outstanding ac-
complishment. 

To Director Reed Bailey, each mem-
ber of the band, and all parents and 
staff who made this win possible: Con-
gratulations. They have made their 
school and our community very proud. 

Bobcats, enjoy this victory. You 
earned it. Congratulations on yet an-
other successful season. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOST) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy God, let all who are faithful 
offer their prayers to You. Trusting in 
Your care, teach us the way we should 
go, that we may yield ourselves to 
Your instruction and have confidence 
that Your righteousness is our 
strength. 

When we are overwhelmed or in dis-
tress, even the inundation of mighty 
waters will not overtake us. For You 
are our shelter, a hiding place where 
we are protected from discouragement. 
Your voice delivers us from despair. 

Your eye is upon us. You watch over 
our comings and goings. You attend to 
our motivations and discipline our in-
clinations. Your counsel is omniscient 
and perceptive, plumbing the depths of 
our innermost souls. 

Your steadfast love surrounds us. 
There is nowhere we can be, no turn or 
move we can make that we are not 
hemmed in by Your compassionate 
care and guided by Your generous 
grace. 

Sovereign God, may Your immeas-
urable and abiding presence be our 
guardian, guide, and refuge through 
this day and always. 

In Your infinite mercy, we offer our 
prayers, and in Your matchless name, 
we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LUTTRELL) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LUTTRELL led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
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