July 9, 2026
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ERIC SORENSEN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed one
vote on June 30, 2026. Had | been present, |
would have voted: YEA on Roll Call No. 232
on the adoption of H. Con. Res. 108, Directing
the President pursuant to section 5(c) of the
War Powers Resolution to remove United
States Armed Forces from hostilities in Leb-
anon.

REMEMBERING MR. NATHANIEL
FOUNTAIN, SR.

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life of the late Mr. Nathaniel
Fountain, Sr., a man whose influence can be
seen and felt throughout our Western New
York community and beyond.

Mr. Fountain, Sr. was born on September 6,
1940, in Gosport, Alabama to Mr. Robert
Fountain and Ms. Lucy Thomas. Throughout
his life, Nathaniel Fountain, Sr. inspired others
with his strength, integrity, and compassion.
His greatest joy was his role as a devoted
husband to his wife, Mrs. Gwendolyn Fountain
and father to Mr. Darold Fountain, Nathaniel
Fountain Jr., Yolanda Turner, Quinisha Carter,
Comanisha Slade, and “bonus son” Alphonse
Patton. He was later blessed to have numer-
ous grandchildren, and great-grandchildren,
nurturing them with the same kindness and
care he gave to everyone in his life.

Mr. Fountain, Sr. was raised with the strong
support of his family from the very beginning,
helping to shape him into a natural leader in
all aspects of his life. He excelled academi-
cally, and upon completion of high school, he
later enlisted in the United States Army. His
service was marked by extraordinary dedica-
tion, and he was honorably discharged after
completing his commitment to the United
States. The discipline, leadership, and resil-
ience he developed during his time in the mili-
tary would go on to shape his professional ap-
proach and contribute significantly to his ca-
reers later in life. He had a deep love and
compassion for others, which he expressed
through his role as a devoted community
member, and owner of Phoenix Windows, and
Northland Hardware.

Mr. Nathaniel Fountain, Sr. lived a life of de-
votion to his family and community. His un-
wavering commitment to those he loved and
his compassion towards others made a pro-
found impact on all who knew him. Mr. Foun-
tain, Sr. was a man who believed in the impor-
tance of family, and community above all else
and worked tirelessly to support those around
him. His kindness, loyalty, and warmth will for-
ever be remembered. Let us continue to honor
his legacy by carrying forward the values he
lived by: family, respect, and above all, love.
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RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE
ORIGINAL FLORIDA HALL OF
FAME HIGHWAYMEN

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor the Original
Florida Hall of Fame Highwaymen. They are a
group of 26 named and listed landscape art-
ists who have been called “The Last Great
American Art Movement of the 20th Century.”
These self-taught and self-mentoring African
American Artists were able to define them-
selves against the many racial and cultural
barriers of the time in which they painted, and
created a body of work of over two hundred
thousand paintings.

The Original Florida Hall of Fame Highway-
men, from Fort Pierce, Florida, began painting
in the early 1950’s and created large numbers
of relatively inexpensive landscape paintings,
which were done using construction materials
rather than art supplies. As no galleries would
accept their works, they sold them in towns
and cities and along roadsides throughout
Florida, often still wet, out of the trunks of their
cars.

Following the death of one of their members
in 1970, the remaining members created fewer
works and productivity waned. However, after
being re-discovered in the 1990’s, they have
become celebrated for their idyllic landscapes
of natural settings in Florida.

In 2004, the 26 Original Florida Hall of
Fame Highwaymen were inducted into the
Florida Artist Hall of Fame. In addition to be-
coming part of Florida’s culture and history;
they have also received international recogni-
tion.

Eight of the original members are now de-
ceased, but the remaining members, most
now into their 70’s and 80’s, continue to paint
to this day. Despite racial barriers and obsta-
cles, their success and longevity are remark-
able.

Please join me in honoring the Original Flor-
ida Hall of Fame Highwaymen, for their dedi-
cation to their craft and their contributions to
art in the state of Florida and around the
world.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE TOLEDO MU-
SEUM OF ART’S 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of The Toledo Museum of Art as
we in Ohio’s 9th Congressional District com-
memorate its 125th anniversary of serving our
community and the many visitors from across
the globe that visit the museum each year.

Located in Toledo’s Old West End, our art
museum was founded in 1901 by benefactor
Edward Drummond Libbey. Libbey is often
considered the father of the glass industry
here in Toledo, having opened the Libbey
Glass Company, paving the way for Toledo’s
“Glass City” moniker, which we still hold
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today. His generous endowment continues to
fund art purchases and operations, contrib-
uting to his wish that our museum be a global
leader in the museum field.

The endowment is currently helping to fund
a large reinstallation project, adding new gal-
leries and renovating existing ones. It is a lens
through which | think we can all view the evo-
lution of our country. By both preserving the
history of what has been and reimagining what
is to come, our Toledo Museum of Art remem-
bers what is important and seeks to better
itself for the generations to come.

Our museum also invites its visitors to view
life differently through art as they strive to inte-
grate art into people’s everyday lives. This
mission has led to a USA Today 10 Best
Readers’ Choice award of Best Art Museum in
the USA, furthermore cementing our museum
as one of the best in the world. Its 37-acre
campus is home to more than 30,000 works of
art, from famed impressionist Vincent van
Gogh and passionate Baroque painter Peter
Paul Rubens to American artists Andy Warhol
and Thomas Cole. In its dedication to the peo-
ple of Northwest Ohio, our museum also
showcases local artists and has an expansive
exhibit on Toledo’s glass industry.

What a tremendous milestone for our city
and The Toledo Museum of Art to reach in the
same year that our Nation celebrates her
250th anniversary. Institutions like The Toledo
Museum of Art play such a pivotal role in the
development and culture of the United States
of America. Art museums allow us to preserve
our own history while also giving us glimpses
into the lives of others and an opportunity to
dream of our future.

On this concurrent occasion of the muse-
um’s 125th anniversary and our Nation’s 250th
anniversary, let us remember Mr. Libbey’s
words during the museum’s dedication—that it
be a “memory of the past,” an “understanding
of the . . . present,” and a means of “increas-
ing understanding” for the future.

That wish has certainly taken hold with the
hard work of its leadership team and the ever-
green support of our Northwest Ohio commu-
nity. | commend this remarkable achievement
and look forward to the future of one of our re-
gion’s and Nation’s finest cultural institutions.

HONORING MEL TONASKET

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
along with my colleagues Representative Mi-
CHAEL BAUMGARTNER and Representative KiM
SCHRIER to join many in the Pacific Northwest
community and Indian country to honor Mel
Tonasket, a leader and member of the Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation.

Mel is retiring this week after more than 55
years of service to his tribe, community, and
country.

After serving the Nation in the U.S. Navy,
Mel worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs for
eight years before being elected in 1970 to the
Colville Business Council, the governing body
of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Res-
ervation. Mel would continue to serve on the
Colville Business Council as a representative
of the district serving Omak, Washington, at
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