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RECOGNIZING GABRIEL GRIESS 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of a grateful Nation and the citizens 
of the 24th Congressional District of Texas. 
The 2025 Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion is hereby presented to Lieutenant Colonel 
Gabriel Griess, United States Air Force, of 
Grapevine, Texas, for his honorable service in 
the Armed Forces of the United States of 
America and for his continued service to his 
community. 

Lieutenant Colonel Griess served with dis-
tinction in the United States Air Force from 
1991 to 2015, holding command and leader-
ship positions across the globe, including dur-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Over his 24-year career, 
he demonstrated exceptional skill, courage, 
and integrity in both combat and peacetime 
operations. His leadership ensured mission 
success and the safety of his personnel, and 
his mentorship inspired countless Airmen to 
excel in service. For his outstanding contribu-
tions, he received numerous decorations, in-
cluding the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, Air Medal with three oak leaf clusters, 
and Air Force Commendation Medal with three 
oak leaf clusters, among many others. 

Following his military career, Lieutenant 
Colonel Griess has continued to exemplify 
service before self through his civic and volun-
teer leadership. He serves as Secretary of the 
Tarrant County College Foundation and as a 
member of the Fort Worth Air Power Council. 
He is active in numerous Grapevine commu-
nity organizations, including the Grapevine Ro-
tary Club, Chamber of Commerce, and the 
City of Grapevine Building Board of Appeals. 
He has also served as a commissioner on the 
city’s Planning and Zoning Commission, a 
PTA board member, youth coach, and advo-
cate for civic engagement across Tarrant 
County. 

Lieutenant Colonel Griess’ exemplary record 
of military and civic service reflects the highest 
traditions of the United States Air Force and 
brings great credit upon himself, the State of 
Texas, and the United States of America. 
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HONORING MAYOR FREDDY PUZA 

HON. SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the new mayor of Culver City 
in my district, Freddy Puza. 

First as a Councilmember and most recently 
as Vice Mayor, Freddy has relentlessly fought 
for a more inclusive, vibrant, and equitable 

Culver City. His unwavering leadership and 
compassion are exactly what Culver City de-
serves in its next mayor. 

His accession to Mayor represents visibility, 
dignity, and hope that extend far beyond the 
boundaries of my district. As the first openly 
gay Mayor in Culver City’s 108-year history, 
he paves the way for future generations of 
LGBTQ+ youth to see themselves reflected in 
public service and civic life. 

I look forward to working alongside Mayor 
Puza as we serve the Culver City community 
together in the year ahead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREG CASAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Mr. CASAR. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 12, H.R. 5184. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HILLARY J. SCHOLTEN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to vote on January 12, 2026. Had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 15. 
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RECOGNIZING FELIX JIMENEZ 
GARCIA 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of a grateful Nation and the citizens 
of the 24th Congressional District of Texas. 
The 2025 Congressional Veteran Commenda-
tion is hereby presented to Sergeant Felix Ji-
menez Garcia, United States Army, of Fort 
Worth, Texas, for his honorable service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States of America 
and for his continued service to his commu-
nity. 

Sergeant Garcia served in the United States 
Army and the Texas Army National Guard for 
thirteen years, including a twelve-month com-
bat deployment in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. As a squad leader with Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Bat-
talion, 144th Infantry Regiment, he led and 
completed more than one hundred combat 
missions in Iraq demonstrating courage, 
composure, and devotion to his fellow sol-
diers. For his valor and leadership in combat, 
he was awarded the Army Commendation 

Medal with ‘‘V’’ Device, along with the Iraq 
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal, Expert Infantry Badge, 
and Combat Infantry Badge. 

Following his military service, Sergeant Gar-
cia has continued to exemplify service before 
self through his work in the North Texas com-
munity. He volunteers with Catholic Charities 
of Fort Worth, serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Greater Keller Chamber of Com-
merce, and dedicates his time to helping fel-
low veterans navigate the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs benefits process. Recently cer-
tified as an Onward Ops Sponsor, he mentors 
transitioning service members as they adjust 
to civilian life offering guidance, encourage-
ment, and support. A husband, father of four, 
and small business owner, Sergeant Garcia 
continues to live a life of purpose, leadership, 
and compassion, strengthening both the vet-
eran community and his local neighborhood. 

Sergeant Garcia’s courage in combat and 
his lifelong commitment to serving others re-
flect the highest traditions of the United States 
Army and bring great credit upon himself, the 
State of Texas, and the United States of 
America. 
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CONGRATULATING THE GARDEN 
SPOT FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to congratulate and recognize the Garden 
Spot Future Farmers of America chapter (Gar-
den Spot FFA), affiliated with Lampeter-Stras-
burg High School in Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania, on their success at the 98th National 
FFA Convention & Expo. 

The Garden Spot FFA represented them-
selves well during the 98th National FFA Con-
vention & Expo, which was held from October 
24, 2025, to November 1, 2025, in Indianap-
olis, Indiana. At the Farm and Agribusiness 
Management event, which tested students on 
their economic and agricultural knowledge, the 
Garden Spot FFA Team placed second. Each 
student on the team—Antonio Franco, Will 
Gajecki, Rex Giberson, and Jack Ross— 
earned silver for their individual performance. 

Five Garden Spot FFA alumni also received 
American FFA Degrees in 2025, the highest 
honor bestowed to FFA members, and were 
recognized at the convention. These individ-
uals were Gracie Albright, Sydney Albright, 
Kayla Frey, Jaclyn Martin, and Katelyn Ranck. 

With their success at the 98th National FFA 
Convention, the students at Garden Spot FFA 
demonstrated their remarkable work ethic and 
devotion to agriculture—making all of Penn-
sylvania’s 11th Congressional District proud. I 
congratulate the Garden Spot FFA on their ac-
complishments, and I wish them continued 
success. 
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