April 10, 2025

our hearing we are exploring ways to
establish forums where these sort of
best practices can be shared so dif-
ferent teachers, different schools, dif-
ferent States can see what is happening
elsewhere, see what the results are, and
see the impact it is having on the well-
being and learning of our students.

This is one area where I think there
truly is unbounded potential, and I am
looking forward to working with our
subcommittee to try to assist districts
across the country and unlocking that
potential.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

MOURNING THE PASSING OF BOB
PHELAN

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. McCLINTOCK
of California was recognized for the re-
mainder of the hour as the designee of
the majority leader.)

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to mourn the passing of Bob
Phelan of Modesto, a valued and be-
loved member of my congressional
staff for these past 3 years. His was a
remarkable life and one that should in-
spire every American to realize the op-
portunities that freedom provides.

When Bob’s father died, he was forced
to drop out of high school to work odd
jobs to support their family. For nearly
10 years, he worked as a crab cracker
at Alioto’s restaurant on Fisherman’s
Wharf in San Francisco.

Searching for a better life, he came
to Modesto where his outgoing person-
ality made him an ideal salesman and
a manager for such well-known compa-
nies as Keebler cookies and Earl
Scheib.

There in Modesto, he met his wife of
31 years, Alta, and raised their family.

When his son joined the Navy in the
Gulf war, Bob’s attention turned to
politics. He became a devotee of Rush
Limbaugh and began working for local
candidates. He ended up starting his
own political consulting firm. Ulti-
mately, he served as a trusted adviser
to state assemblymen and then-State
senator and also county supervisor
Tom Berryhill for nearly 15 years.

When reapportionment brought my
district into Stanislaus County, I was
fortunate to bring him into my con-
gressional office where he served ably
as my district representative.

His work ethic, his love for people,
his sunny disposition, and his simple
decency made him an exemplary figure
in our community.

He was always the picture of fitness
and health until he was diagnosed last
year with cancer. He never let that
slow him down, and until the very end
he continued to attend to his duties.

He was an exemplary father, hus-
band, grandfather, citizen, and human
being, the kind of person who holds a
community together even through try-
ing times, and he will be particularly
missed.

Mr. Speaker, it was a great loss for
our community, a great loss for our of-
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fice, but most of all, a great loss for his
family. We mourn his passing today.
HONORING MARLEE LAUFFER

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
May 17, the College of the Canyons
Foundation will honor Marlee Lauffer
with the 2025 Silver Spur Community
Service Award in recognition of her
longtime philanthropic work.

I first met Marlee as a high school
student leader in Tustin, and she was
my first and only choice as chief of
staff when I was elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in 1982.

Somehow, she was able to clean up
every mess I made in those years. She
continued in that capacity until
Newhall Land and Farming Company,
the largest land developer in Cali-
fornia, recognized her talents and of-
fered her a senior position in their
company when she was still in her
twenties.

Well, four decades later, she is still in
her twenties, and her energy and devo-
tion to the community has never been
stronger. I am deeply gratified to see
her honored by her community and to
join in their accolades of her work.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
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TRUMP TARIFFS

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of
Ohio was recognized for 30 minutes.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today out of deep concern for the man-
ufacturing workers and families of
northern Ohio, from Toledo Jeep to our
numerous parts suppliers and union
shops across the Great Lakes in both
the United States and Canada. The
Trump administration’s reckless and
arbitrary tariff policy is putting their
jobs and livelihoods at risk.

These billboards just started to go up
in our region. Trump’s tariffs are a tax.
They are a tax on everything.

While yesterday President Trump
claimed to pause all tariffs, he left in
place a 10 percent across-the-board tar-
iff on all global trade entering the
United States, even in places like our
region where we have a very wonderful
relationship with companies in Canada.
We are an integrated economy. We
don’t need any tariffs, not at our end of
the country.

Let me be clear. Tariffs are not a
strategy. They are a tax on working
Americans and the firms that employ
them. If not wisely applied, jobs hang
in the balance on both sides of our bor-
der between the United States and Can-
ada.

A part in a car or truck, in a steel
mill, all of this that happens in our
area can cross over the border six
times. Is it going to be a 10 percent tar-
iff put on every time it crosses the bor-
der? This is crazy.

Tariffs threaten good-paying jobs.
They raise prices at the checkout line.
They disrupt deeply integrated supply
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chains, like ours, especially with Can-
ada, Ohio’s largest fair trade partner
that keeps our auto industry strong
and globally competitive.

We don’t need any more problems.
We have been fighting global competi-
tion now for half a century, and it is
rough. Instead of a blunt Trump instru-
ment, we need a targeted approach
that brings real investment to Amer-
ican manufacturing and in the commu-
nities hollowed out by decades of bad
and broken trade deals and outsourc-
ing.

I call on this administration. We do
share in common a deep worry about
the trade deficit, but work with us.
Work with Congress to craft smart,
strategic reciprocity agreements with
each country. Ensure that workers,
like United Auto Workers, have a seat
at the table, a voice, and real power to
negotiate on all sides of all borders.

For too long, what has been hap-
pening is billionaire companies and
corporate executives have been taking
our production and outsourcing it to
penny-wage nations. It is slave labor,
really, where people make hardly any-
thing, if $1 an hour, maybe $2 an hour,
competing against a First World econ-
omy like ours.

As the proud daughter of union work-
ers, I know that the road to rebuilding
American manufacturing runs straight
through our heartland, through the
working class, the people who work
hard, the spine of America’s industrial
economy in our Great Lakes region and
the Midwest.

America’s enemies around the world
today are applauding the self-inflicted
tariff chaos that has been exacted on
our people. They are also plotting as
they watch the U.S. stock market
plummet, and then bounce back a little
bit, and then go down again, endan-
gering and impacting markets around
the globe. Reckless and cavalier eco-
nomic policy could lead us into a
Trump recession.

A record of trillions of dollars in U.S.
wealth was just lost this past week due
to chaotic moves on tariffs arbitrarily
imposed by the Trump administration.
This week, the hole was being dug
deeper as markets continued to free-
fall. There was a partial rollback.
Where will the roller coaster head next
week? Nobody really knows.

None of the tariffs that the President
has proposed and implemented have
ever had a single vote in this Congress.
This is unconstitutional, and it has
caused a loss in the 401(k) retirement
accounts of tens of millions of Ameri-
cans. Those took a nosedive. They have
been yo-yoing up and down. We are
talking about $10 trillion of market
losses these past few days. That is un-
precedented.

Where is Speaker JOHNSON? Is he
asleep at the wheel? Where is the Re-

publican Committee on Ways and
Means? Is it on vacation?
The Trump administration’s dan-

gerous overreach is totally damaging
to our economy and unnerving to our
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