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They know that more than 60 percent
of Americans disapprove of these tar-
iffs. They know that the foreign gov-
ernments don’t pay these tariffs. They
know that American families do. The
farmers feel it. Small businesses feel it.
Moms and dads feel it every time they
see the prices at the grocery store.

What this is, we can go back and
forth, but the American people are
watching. They are the ultimate
judges. They can see. They can hear.
They know our friend. They know how
Canada and Canadians are friendly to
us in the United States of America,
closest partners. Many Canadians have
given their lives for us.

The American people can watch.
What this simply does, this resolution,
we will see. If you think that there is
a crisis with Canada, then vote.

Still, the Constitution says it is the
House of Representatives and the
United States Congress, it is within
our authority. Don’t punt. Don’t just
hide behind somebody else. That is
what this will do. If you believe that
this is an emergency, vote that way, if
that is what you really believe.

However, if you go to the grocery
stores, if you see the price of beef, if
you look at the price of coffee, if you
feel that the economy is suffering as a
result of these tariffs, if you think the
economy for the average, everyday
American is as good as those billion-
aire friends that the President has,
then you vote with the President.

O 1600

Give up, but don’t give up your au-
thority as a Member of this House to
vote. The first fight here was the power
to vote on this issue, which was
blocked for 1 year. I choose not to give
up that power. Whether I agree or dis-
agree, I want to vote on it. That was
prevented for over a year.

Today, we will vote on it. I thank
some of my colleagues on the other
side who have had the courage to stand
up and say: Let’s vote. Let’s vote on
this, and let the American people know
how we stand. Let’s vote on this to see
if we believe that tariffs cause an af-
fordability issue. Let’s vote on this if
we believe that Canada is not our
friend, if Canada is an adversary, and
you feel we should block a bridge like
the President is talking about now, a
bridge that Canadians paid for right
across, block it, make them the 51st
State, and insult them. If that is what
you want to do, do it.

If you want to stand to bring down
prices, if you want the average, every-
day American to be able to raise their
children and live the American Dream,
if you want to make sure that families
can afford to pay their rent, can afford
to buy food, can afford to have
healthcare, then you vote ‘‘yes’ for
this resolution.

The jury is really the American peo-
ple. They ultimately will vote. They
ultimately will tell us what is in their
best interests. I have confidence in the
American people. That is why I wanted
a vote on this bill.
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I didn’t want to play the funny rules
that were being played and were at-
tempted last night. Fortunately, some
of my colleagues on the other side did
not want to play that game anymore
either.

Those rules and those games that
were played to prevent a vote on the
floor in the United States Congress are
over. That is what this is about, so the
American people can see what we stand
for. Do we stand for just going blindly
with the President of the TUnited
States, or do we stand for the Amer-
ican people and making sure that their
cost of living is cheaper and affordable
so they can simply send their kids to
school and be able to put a good meal
on the table and a roof over the heads
of their families? That is what this
vote is about.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I am the chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
My colleague over here is the ranking
member, the top Democrat. It is impor-
tant that when we use our voice, when
we speak, we speak accurately.

Number one, they refuse to speak
about the fact that this bill is about
ending an emergency relating to a
fentanyl crisis. Number two, every sin-
gle item that they like to talk about
on tariffs and Canada are literally
items that are exempt from tariffs in
Canada.

It is very important, certainly as one
of 435 in the House of Representatives,
that you know what you are talking
about. It is especially important as the
number two person on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee that you know what
you are talking about when you talk
about tariffs.

There are not Canada beef tariffs, not
Canada potash tariffs or dairy or food
or grain or fertilizer. The list goes on
and on. They mentioned coffee I don’t
know how many times.

The only things that there are tariffs
on are things that are coming in from
third-party countries into Canada and
then coming into the United States of
America. If it is grown in Canada,
there is not a tariff on it. It is very im-
portant that my colleagues know that
and recognize that and speak accu-
rately in the positions that they are in.

Mr. Speaker, I will go back to what
this is about.

My colleagues say there is no emer-
gency. In fact, my colleague Mr. MEEKS
said that if you think there is a crisis,
if you think this is an emergency, then
vote. Those were his words.

I think the only person on that side
who might be able to change the mind
of Democrats is my colleague, Mr.
MEEKS, who is, again, unwilling to ac-
knowledge that the death of 5,000 peo-
ple in his State from fentanyl alone in
1 year is an emergency. He is unwilling
to acknowledge it.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to take the
remainder of my time here, about 1
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minute, and give my colleague the op-
portunity one last time to correct the
record for his New Yorkers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS) for the
purpose of a colloquy.

Mr. MEEKS. I will say that the
American people are the judges. They
don’t need to hear anything else. The
American people will judge.

Mr. MAST. Would my colleague like
to say that 5,000 deaths aren’t an emer-
gency?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida controls the time.

Mr. MAST. Would my colleague like
to say that 5,000 deaths are an emer-
gency? Five thousand deaths in his
State in 1 year from fentanyl—prevent-
able. The President is doing everything
he can to stop it with drug boats, with
the Caribbean, with the northern bor-
der, with the southern border. Crick-
ets. You could hear a pin drop in here.
Not a word from them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to the order of the House of
February 10, 2026, the previous question
is ordered on the joint resolution.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, and
was read the third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Randall
Holstead, one of his secretaries.

———

UNDERSEA CABLE PROTECTION
ACT OF 2025

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1057, I call
up the bill (H.R. 261) to amend the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries Act to pro-
hibit requiring an authorization for the
installation, continued presence, oper-
ation, maintenance, repair, or recovery
of undersea fiber optic cables in a na-
tional marine sanctuary if such activi-
ties have previously been authorized by
a Federal or State agency, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BABIN). Pursuant to House Resolution
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