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Colonel Annie received extensive 

decorations for his service: a Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, a Meri-
torious Service Medal with five oakleaf 
clusters, Air Force and Army Com-
mendation Medals, a Combat Action 
Medal, the Armed Forces Service 
Medal with six service stars, the NATO 
Medal with a service star. He also re-
ceived State awards from West Vir-
ginia to fill an additional column, in-
cluding the Distinguished Unit Awards, 
Emergency Service Ribbons, and Com-
mendation Medals. Taken together, 
they are not merely a collection of rib-
bons, but a map of a life lived wherever 
the mission required, doing whatever 
the mission demanded. 

Colonel Annie is a West Virginian in 
the deepest sense—rooted in his com-
munity, committed to its people, and 
unwilling to mistake rank or recogni-
tion for purpose. He was a soldier- 
scholar, a commander-servant, and by 
every measure, the kind of officer the 
institution of the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard was built to produce. His 
leadership in the military organization 
will be felt for many years to come, as 
well as his positive impact on the 
many, many lives he changed for the 
better. I express my sincerest gratitude 
for Colonel Annie’s service and patriot-
ism, and I send my best wishes for his 
health and happiness in retirement.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL CHER-
RY FESTIVAL IN TRAVERSE 
CITY, MICHIGAN 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the National Cherry Festival in 
Traverse City, MI. 

Traverse City is known as the Cherry 
Capital of the World for good reason. 
More than 70 percent of the Nation’s 
tart cherries are grown in the Grand 
Traverse region, and for a century, this 
remarkable harvest has been cele-
brated through a festival that honors 
both the quality of the crop and the 
hard-working people who produce it. 

The inaugural Cherry Festival was 
held in 1926, though celebrations of the 
cherry harvest date back even earlier. 
In the 1910s, local growers gathered for 
an informal event known as the Bless-
ing of the Blossoms, laying the founda-
tion for what would become one of 
Michigan’s most beloved traditions. 
Over the past century, the festival has 
grown from a modest 3-day event into 
an 8-day celebration of the dedication, 
resilience, and community spirit that 
define the Grand Traverse region. 

The National Cherry Festival is no 
small spectacle. Each year, hundreds of 
thousands of visitors travel to Traverse 
City to take part in cherished tradi-
tions, from the crowning of the Cherry 
Queen to the breathtaking perform-
ances of the Blue Angels over Grand 
Traverse Bay. The festival has also 
welcomed notable guests throughout 
its history, including three Presidents. 
In 1925, a giant cherry pie was pre-

sented to President Calvin Coolidge; in 
1929, President Herbert Hoover at-
tended the opening-day ceremony; and 
in 1975, President Gerald Ford proudly 
served as grand marshal of the Cherry 
Royale Parade. 

Yet the National Cherry Festival is 
about far more than celebrating a 
bountiful harvest. It is a tribute to the 
growers, families, businesses, and vol-
unteers whose efforts sustain both the 
festival and the broader community. 
Thousands of volunteer hours are dedi-
cated each year to preserving its tradi-
tions and creating memorable experi-
ences for residents and visitors alike. 
Their commitment has helped make 
the festival a lasting symbol of civic 
pride and community engagement. 

For generations, the National Cherry 
Festival has created cherished summer 
memories for families from Michigan 
and across the Nation. Today, it re-
mains as important to the Grand Tra-
verse region as it was at its founding a 
century ago. As the festival celebrates 
this historic milestone, I congratulate 
its organizers, volunteers, growers, and 
supporters for carrying forward a tradi-
tion that showcases the very best of 
Michigan. 

I ask the Senate to join me in cele-
brating the National Cherry Festival 
as it marks its 100th anniversary. For a 
century, this iconic Michigan tradition 
has honored the growers and commu-
nities whose dedication has made the 
Grand Traverse region a leader in cher-
ry production and a source of pride for 
our State. May the festival continue to 
strengthen community ties, celebrate 
Michigan’s agricultural heritage, and 
bring joy to future generations for an-
other hundred years.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Hanley, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the 
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
6644) to increase the supply of Housing 
in America, and for other purposes. 

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 

Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 629. An act to amend the Agricultural 
Credit Act of 1978 to remove barriers to agri-
cultural producers in accessing funds to 
carry out emergency measures under the 
emergency conservation program, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 826. An act to require the Inspector 
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion to submit a quarterly report on fraud 
relating to certain COVID–19 loans. 

H.R. 4238. An act to improve account-
ability in the disaster loan program of the 
Small Business Administration, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7396. An act to establish an Office of 
Native American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 8879. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require a report on small busi-
ness concern participation in a covered con-
tracting programs, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 8880. An act to require the Comp-
troller General to evaluate Federal cyberse-
curity assistance to small business concerns, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 8881. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to report on 
the use of artificial intelligence and machine 
learning by the Administration, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 8882. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Economic Policy Act of 1980 to examine 
how the competitiveness of small businesses 
is affected by the enforcement of Federal 
antitrust laws, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 826. An act to require the Inspector 
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion to submit a quarterly report on fraud 
relating to certain COVID–19 loans; to the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship. 

H.R. 7396. An act to establish an Office of 
Native American Affairs within the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

H.R. 8879. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require a report on small busi-
ness concern participation in a covered con-
tracting programs, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship. 

H.R. 8880. An act to require the Comp-
troller General to evaluate Federal cyberse-
curity assistance to small business concerns, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 8881. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration to report on 
the use of artificial intelligence and machine 
learning by the Administration, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

H.R. 8882. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Economic Policy Act of 1980 to examine 
how the competitiveness of small businesses 
is affected by the enforcement of Federal 
antitrust laws, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
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