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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to welcome to America
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. He is the spiritual head
of the second-largest Christian church
in the world and leads over a million
Greek Orthodox in the U.S. He is here
this month to meet with government
leaders and to receive the distinguished
Templeton Prize.

Throughout His All-Holiness’ decades
as Ecumenical Patriarch, he has
sought to bring together people of all
faiths to combat religious intolerance
and enhance understanding. He con-
vened an interfaith international con-
ference on Peace and Religious Toler-
ance in Istanbul. The conference
brought together Christians, Jews, and
Muslims to find ways to encourage un-
derstanding and peaceful coexistence
among followers of the three faiths.

The Patriarch has been honored also
by the United Nations, the European
Union, and dozens of governments, uni-
versities, and institutions. In 1997, he
was honored with the Congressional
Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, I welcome His All-Holi-
ness to the United States.

———

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE
JIM EDGAR

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the incredible life of
former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar.

Governor Edgar was a mentor and a
true public servant, but most of all, he
was a dear friend.

As a graduate of the University of I1-
linois’ Edgar Fellows Program, I had
the privilege of seeing firsthand how
Governor Edgar brought people to-
gether. He had a rare gift for bridging
divides, encouraging voices from all
perspectives, and helping us discover
common ground on even the most dif-
ficult issues.

Governor Edgar led Illinois with in-
tegrity, compassion, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to the people of our
State.

Governor Edgar was a voice of rea-
son, a champion of civility, and an un-
wavering advocate for collaboration.

In today’s era of division and polit-
ical turmoil, his example of steady
leadership and his voice of wisdom will
be profoundly missed. His passing is a
loss felt across the political spectrum
and throughout Illinois.

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts are with
his wonderful family, especially Bren-
da, Brad, and Elizabeth, along with our
entire State, as we mourn his passing
and celebrate his extraordinary life.

CELEBRATING CONSTITUTION DAY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today,
we celebrate Constitution Day.

Constitution Day is observed on Sep-
tember 17 each year. It was originally
passed as a law in 2004 for citizens to
remember the founding document, our
Constitution, and the hard work they
did in Independence Hall back in 1787
to give us the pieces that are really im-
portant to our American citizenship.

This law requires educational insti-
tutions and Federal agencies to com-
memorate and teach about it in
schools. It is very important that
schools emphasize the Constitution,
how we got here, and how it is the core
of our existence as a free nation.

We have to know about the Constitu-
tion as it protects our rights, but it can
only do so if we protect the Constitu-
tion.

I commemorate each day a person
whose rights weren’t protected. Iryna
Zarutska was a refugee from UKkraine
killed needlessly on a train in North
Carolina by a guy who had been re-
leased 14 times for other crimes.

Mr. Speaker, I wish we could have
protected her more. We have a lot to
do.

————
RECOGNIZING JENNIFER DENSON

(Ms. HOYLE of Oregon asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize a member of our com-
munity doing incredible work to com-
bat hunger in Eugene: Jennifer Denton.

Since 2015, she has led as executive
director of Burrito Brigade, a volun-
teer-driven nonprofit that has hand-de-
livered hundreds of thousands of warm,
nutritious meals to hungry people
across Eugene and Springfield. She also
created Free Little Pantries, giving
neighbors a way to share food directly
with those in need.

During COVID, she launched Waste
to Taste, a free, no-questions-asked
grocery store that now serves more
than a thousand families each month.

Time and time again, Ms. Denson has
stepped up to serve our most vulner-
able neighbors. Her grassroots work
has touched thousands of Oregonians
and should serve as an inspiration to
all of us.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Jennifer for her
contributions and am grateful to have
her in our community.
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SUPPORTING FARMERS

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, when the
cost of farming rises, it is not just a
challenge for our farmers, but it is a
challenge to our Nation’s security be-
cause agriculture is the foundation of
America’s strength and stability.

During the district work period, I
visited the Herr Farm, a fifth-genera-
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tion farm, and visited with the north-
west Indiana farmers and members of
the Indiana Soybean Alliance and Indi-
ana Corn Growers Association.

At that time, they shared with me
during harvest time their grave con-
cern for skyrocketing input costs, such
as insecticides, fertilizers, and nitrates.
These rising costs of goods and services
driven by tariffs and the simultaneous
loss of export markets caused by those
same tariffs are threatening our eco-
nomic livelihood.

On top of this, challenges with access
to workers through the H-2A program
leave them uncertain if they can sus-
tain their operations at all. These men
and women feed our Nation and power
our economy. Yet today many do not
know if they will be able to sustain
their business for tomorrow.

As we take up fiscal year 2026 appro-
priations and agriculture legislation, I
am committed to working with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to en-
sure all of our farmers get the support
they need to continue their essential
work.

—————

DEVASTATING HARM CAUSED BY
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. KAPTUR of
Ohio was recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today
what a privilege it is to join with a
dear dozen Members from across the
Congressional Labor Caucus and Con-
gressional Steel Caucus to address the
devastating harm the Trump adminis-
tration and DOGE have exacted on peo-
ple, our communities, the cost of liv-
ing, and job losses across our Nation.

Job loss and the withholding of fund-
ing by the Trump administration of
awarded contracts, Federal contracts,
withdrawing those from investment
across our country, has caused real
ruptures in district after district after
district. We are going to summarize
just some of those tonight.

Today, the Federal Reserve lowered
interest rates by a quarter percent.
Why did they do that? It was to soften
the ongoing damage of an unsteady
economy.

From our region of northwest Ohio
all the way to Illinois, New Jersey,
New York, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Maryland, Michigan, Hawaii—the list
is long—please listen to the stories of
real U.S. companies, workers, and com-
munities that are being devastated by
job losses and broken promises. Mean-
while, inflation and prices are steadily
on the rise due to the GOP’s reckless
tariffs.

First, we must ask why the Trump
administration is stopping the invest-
ment of billions upon billions of dollars
in projects that were awarded to make
America great again. The answer is the
Trump trade war. Well, but then on top
of that, this tariff regime is raising
prices on everything for American
households. The American people are
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