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BIS desperately needs to update its 

outdated and inefficient IT system, 
which has not been updated in over 15 
years. In that time, the number of li-
cense applications BIS receives per 
year has more than doubled to over 
40,000 per year. 

As a result, simple data requests 
such as compiling license application 
information for Congress can be 
lengthy and often involve painstaking 
manual review of materials. 

Let me repeat: We are adding more 
burden to BIS without giving them the 
resources they so desperately need. 

Representative CROW and Ranking 
Member MEEKS have worked on a bill 
to fund IT modernization for BIS, and 
I sincerely hope that as we pass bills 
like this one offered by Mr. JACKSON, 
we also live up to our responsibility to 
actually equip BIS to do its important 
work and give them the resources they 
so desperately need. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 2030 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. JACK-
SON), a Member of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and the author of this 
bill. 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today we are bringing to the floor a 
very important bill, the Maintaining 
American Superiority by Improving 
Export Control Transparency Act. 

Our country’s determination and 
commitment to achieving what was 
once thought impossible has led to 
some of the most incredible techno-
logical advances in the history of the 
world. Consequently, many of the 
world’s very best and most advanced 
goods are made right here in the 
United States of America. However, 
the reality is that it is hard to keep 
good things to yourself, and nations 
across the world want to benefit from 
American goods themselves. 

As a general principle, we are happy 
to export the fruits of our labor be-
cause international trade is an impor-
tant part of any successful and vibrant 
economy, especially for a country like 
the United States, but the harsh re-
ality is that not every country who 
wants access to our goods and mate-
rials is friendly to the United States. 
Malign actors like China, Russia, 
North Korea, and Iran would gladly 
seek to use our very own goods and 
technologies against us, whether in 
military engagements or on the eco-
nomic battlefield. 

The type of goods I am speaking 
about are not just overtly military 
hardware, like night vision goggles, 
tanks, or stealth technology. These bad 
actors are constantly thinking of new 
creative ways to use anything and ev-
erything against us, making everyday 
commercial items produced right here 
in the United States ripe to be 
weaponized against the American peo-
ple. 

One example would be telecommuni-
cations equipment. Anything from 
routers to cell phones to Bluetooth 
technology are generally thought of as 
harmless commercial goods, but they 
all have huge national security and 
military implications as well, espe-
cially in the hands of our adversaries. 
These so-called dual-use technologies 
are the type of goods that our current 
export controls attempt to prevent 
from falling into the hands of malign 
actors. 

My bill, the Maintaining American 
Superiority by Improving Export Con-
trol Transparency Act, seeks to ensure 
increased transparency and account-
ability in the export control process by 
mandating a report on export control 
license applications. 

Simply put, my bill creates a mecha-
nism through tracking and reporting 
on export control license applications 
that can be utilized to form a paper 
trail to understand where dual-use 
technologies came from, who produced 
them, and whom they were sold to. 

If our enemies are utilizing American 
technology against us, we need to 
know exactly how that happened and 
why. Further, my bill will provide 
some clarity to Congress on how these 
decisions are made. 

Every 90 days, the House and the 
Senate would receive a report on ex-
port control license applications, gain-
ing insight into where our American- 
made dual-use technologies are going 
abroad. 

I want nothing more than for the 
American economy to be strong, open, 
and free, and international trade is a 
crucial part of that vision. Ultimately, 
our own free market cannot also be 
used as a source of our own downfall by 
allowing our adversaries to use our 
goods and technologies against us. 

My bill ensures accountability and 
trackability when we send dual-use 
goods abroad. 

In these increasingly dangerous 
times, there is a need for strong export 
controls with adequate oversight, 
which is why my bill passed the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee by a vote of 
43–0. I thank Chairman MCCAUL for his 
cosponsorship of the legislation and 
Ranking Member MEEKS for supporting 
this legislation in our committee. I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation, as it is necessary for 
our national security. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for the 
purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, transparency is critical 
for effective congressional oversight, 
and Mr. JACKSON’s bill will allow Con-
gress greater insight into the license 
application decisions and enforcement 
actions taken by the Bureau of Indus-
try and Security. 

The bill reflects the critical national 
security role that BIS and our export 
controls play in today’s world, but 
placing greater burdens on BIS while 
failing to provide the necessary fund-
ing to update the 15-year-old equip-
ment it uses is only doing half the job. 

Therefore, it is important that Con-
gress provide BIS with the resources 
and technology necessary to effectively 
implement this bill and advance its 
core mandate. I, therefore, encourage 
my colleagues to work with the ur-
gency required to help us address the 
resource issue. 

With that in mind, I hope my col-
leagues will join me and support this 
bill. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

I thank Chairman MCCAUL for his 
leadership in moving this bill through 
committee and to the floor. I also 
thank my bipartisan committee col-
leagues for their unanimous vote to en-
sure greater congressional oversight of 
export controls. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
vote in favor of H.R. 6614, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from American 
Samoa (Mrs. RADEWAGEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 6614, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 612. An act to reauthorize the Lake 
Tahoe Restoration Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources; in addition, to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure; and to 
the Committee on Agriculture for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 35 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, and 
pursuant to House Resolution 1427, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, September 10, 2024, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business, as a further mark of 
respect to the memory of the late Hon-
orable William J. Pascrell, Jr. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–5216. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:45 Sep 10, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00058 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09SE7.108 H09SEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T22:25:00-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




