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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DESJARLAIS) at 10 o’clock 
and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills were signed by the 
Speaker on Thursday, July 17, 2025: 

H.R. 1815, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to take certain ac-
tions in the case of a default on a home 
loan guaranteed by the Secretary, and 
for other purposes; 

S. 1582, to provide for the regulation 
of payment stablecoins, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 1596, to rename the Anahuac Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge located in the 
State of Texas as the ‘‘Jocelyn 
Nungaray National Wildlife Refuge’’. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION RELAT-
ING TO CONSIDERATION OF THE 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 4, 
RESCISSIONS ACT OF 2025 

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 119–208) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 590) relating to consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
4) to rescind certain budget authority 
proposed to be rescinded in special 
messages transmitted to the Congress 
by the President on June 3, 2025, in ac-
cordance with section 1012(a) of the 
Congressional Budget and Impound-
ment Control Act of 1974, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

RELATING TO CONSIDERATION OF 
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
H.R. 4, RESCISSIONS ACT OF 2025 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 590 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 590 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution, the House shall be considered to have 
taken from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
4) to rescind certain budget authority pro-
posed to be rescinded in special messages 
transmitted to the Congress by the President 
on June 3, 2025, in accordance with section 
1012(a) of the Congressional Budget and Im-
poundment Control Act of 1974, with the Sen-
ate amendment thereto, and to have con-
curred in the Senate amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina is rec-
ognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 

pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose 
of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-

port of the rule and of the underlying 
legislation. This evening, the Rules 
Committee met and produced a rule, 
House Resolution 590, providing for the 
House’s consideration of the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 4, the Rescissions 
Act of 2025. Passage of this Rule will 
send H.R. 4 directly to the President’s 
desk. 

Mr. Speaker, if you told the Amer-
ican people that wasteful spending 
overtook Washington during the Biden- 
Harris administration, they would not 
be surprised. Their jaws would not 
drop, and their pupils would not dilate 
in utter shock. 

The American people saw the fiscal 
ruin that was created by the previous 
administration. That is why they over-
whelmingly chose Republicans to lead 
the Nation and restore fiscal sanity. 
That restoration is here, Mr. Speaker. 
H.R. 4 is part of our efforts to get 
Washington’s fiscal house in order. 

H.R. 4 rescinds $9 billion in spending 
that the President has identified as 
wasteful and unnecessary. As I said in 
the Rules Committee, it is unfortunate 
that the Senate was not able to exe-
cute all of President Trump’s rec-
ommended rescissions. That said, there 
are many pertinent rescissions that re-
main, and they are very impactful. 

Now, our Democrat colleagues will 
scoff and say that this $9 billion we are 
clawing back is a drop in the bucket; 
that it is merely peanuts. That is 
where they are wrong, Mr. Speaker. 
The thing is that in their arguments 
against H.R. 4, Democrats can only 
grasp at straws. Their positions are 
weak, and their claims are even weak-
er. They will talk in circles and just 
bloviate. In the end, they simply don’t 
make any points that are worth re-
membering. They will rail against H.R. 
4 so much that they say absolutely 
nothing. 

Here is the truth. If this rescissions 
package was not put forth and passed 
by Congress, taxpayer dollars would 
still be funneled to ideologues at PBS 
and NPR and taxpayer dollars would 
continue to be funneled to all manner 
of foreign aid repositories that do not 
align with the fiscal sensibilities and 
values of the American people. That 
money, the people’s money, would con-
tinue to be squandered. That is the 
truth of the matter. 

Republicans understand that $1 of 
taxpayer money wasted is $1 too many. 
We must pass this rescissions package 

and send it to the President so that we 
can continue our work and continue to 
secure wins for the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina for yielding me the customary 
30 minutes, and I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this process sucks. 
None of what we are doing here today 
is about governing. We aren’t here to 
improve healthcare access or to put 
money back in hardworking people’s 
pockets or to make life better for 
Americans or, for that matter, any-
body in any way. 

We are here because Republicans 
want to protect powerful people. They 
want to protect billionaires and pro-
tect those at the top. It is about doing 
Donald Trump’s bidding. Shame on 
them. 

Earlier this week, I offered a simple 
amendment to release the Epstein files 
that Donald Trump, his AG, his FBI di-
rector, and his supporters tell us con-
tain a list of clients of Jeffrey Epstein. 
Let the American people make up their 
own mind. But Republicans voted it 
down, every single one of them. Why? 
Because Donald Trump, for whatever 
reason, doesn’t want these records to 
get out anymore. 

After years of promising America 
that his administration would release 
the Epstein files and tapes, Trump is 
now calling it a hoax. He is calling his 
own supporters stupid for believing the 
things he told them, and you are deem-
ing adoption of a bullshit resolution on 
Epstein that does nothing. 

Let me be clear. This resolution does 
not have the force of law. This does not 
have the force of law. It is political 
theater. It is a smokescreen for Repub-
licans to hide from doing something 
that would demand Trump’s DOJ re-
lease of these files. 

This is a glorified press release, a 
talking point to save face, something 
they can wave around and say: See, we 
care, so they can walk free of shame 
while doing absolutely nothing. 

b 2210 

This nonbinding resolution does 
nothing to get these files released. 

Mr. Speaker, when we asked them 
when this nonbinding, useless resolu-
tion is coming to the House floor, the 
answer was, well, it is up to the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. Speaker, either Republicans 
want to actually release the files, or 
they don’t. There is no middle ground 
here. 

Republicans don’t get credit for pre-
tending to care. They don’t get points 
for playing PR games while the people 
who enabled Epstein’s abuse go 
unnamed and unpunished. 

This is why people hate Congress. 
This is why they don’t trust govern-
ment. 

Republicans talk about supporting 
the victims. They talk about holding 
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