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HONORING MAJOR MATTHEW N. 
TOPITZER 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2026 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly salute Major Matthew N. Topitzer for 
his outstanding service to the United States 
Army and for the remarkable professionalism 
he has demonstrated throughout his military 
career. Major Topitzer has consistently em-
bodied the dedication, integrity, and commit-
ment to excellence that define the finest offi-
cers in our Armed Forces. 

Major Topitzer’s military journey reflects 
broad operational experience and steadfast 
leadership. He began his service as a Signal 
Platoon Leader in the 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, 
and later led paratroopers in the 112th Signal 
Battalion at Fort Bragg. His expertise in com-
munications and network operations took him 
to Special Operations Command—Europe in 
Stuttgart, Germany, and to Fort Belvoir, where 
he served as a technical project’s leader for 
the 1st Capabilities Integration Group. In 2020, 
he deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan, serving as 
Deputy CJ6 for NATO Special Operations 
Joint Task Force—Afghanistan. 

I had the privilege of working closely with 
Major Topitzer when he served as my De-
fense Fellow through the Army Congressional 
Fellowship Program. His thoughtful counsel, 
analytical rigor, and deep understanding of de-
fense policy were invaluable to my office. Fol-
lowing his fellowship, he continued his exem-
plary service as a Congressional Budget Liai-
son to the Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Financial Management and Comptroller, pre-
senting key research, development, and intel-
ligence portfolios before Congress. 

Major Topitzer’s achievements also include 
earning a Master of Legislative Affairs from 
George Washington University and completing 
advanced military education, including SERE 
High-Risk, Airborne School, and the Inter-
agency Communications Course. He further 
demonstrates his commitment to service 
through his role as a White House Military So-
cial Aide. 

It is an honor to commend Major Topitzer 
for his distinguished service to the Army and 
the Nation. I extend my warmest congratula-
tions to Matthew and his wife Ana as they 
continue this journey of service together. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN ISAAC 
CAMACHO 

HON. TONY GONZALES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2026 

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Captain 

Isaac Camacho, a true American hero whose 
courage continues to inspire generations. Born 
on June 3, 1937, in Fabens, Texas, he moved 
to El Paso at the age of 13 after the passing 
of his father. He graduated from Jefferson 
High School in 1955 and immediately enlisted 
in the United States Army, joining the Airborne 
Infantry of the 11th Airborne Division. His 
dedication and skill led him to the elite ranks 
of the U.S. Army Special Forces, serving with 
the 1st Special Forces Group. 

Mr. Speaker, Captain Camacho’s service is 
marked by one of the most extraordinary sto-
ries of the Vietnam War. On November 22, 
1963, during his second tour, he and three fel-
low soldiers were captured by Viet Cong 
forces at Camp Hiep Hoa. He endured more 
than 20 months in captivity under brutal condi-
tions. Yet, his determination to return home 
never faltered. On July 9, 1965, during a 
heavy monsoon, he escaped by slipping 
through the bars of his cage and evading his 
captors for four days until encountering U.S. 
forces. He became the first American service 
member to escape from a Viet Cong POW 
camp. 

His return home brought nationwide celebra-
tion. President Lyndon B. Johnson, Congress-
man Richard White, and El Paso Mayor 
Judson Williams personally honored him. But 
the most heartfelt recognition came from his 
mother, who had prayed for her son’s return 
throughout his long captivity. 

Captain Camacho’s military awards reflect 
his extraordinary valor: the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross, two Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts, 
the Bronze Star, the Prisoner of War Medal, 
and numerous commendations. He also 
earned the Combat Infantryman Badge, Mas-
ter Parachutist Badge, and multiple foreign 
parachutist honors. In 2009, he was inducted 
as a Distinguished Member of the Special 
Forces Regiment. 

After retiring from the Army, he continued 
serving his country through a successful ca-
reer with the U.S. Postal Service. 

Mr. Speaker, Captain Isaac Camacho’s her-
oism, strength, and devotion to duty stand as 
an enduring example of American resilience. 
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HONORING CYNTHIA ANN 
RODRIGUES 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2026 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the life of Cynthia Ann Rodrigues of 
Westport, Massachusetts. 

Born to parents, Joseph and Laurine 
Botelho, Cynthia was raised in Fall River, 
Massachusetts, where she gained a passion 
for protecting workers’ rights from a young 
age. At 16, Cynthia began working in the gar-
ment industry as a machine operator and be-
came an active organizer with her union, the 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers 

Union, which eventually became UNITE– 
HERE, AFL–CIO. 

Cynthia’s people skills and competence 
helped her to efficiently resolve disagreements 
on the shop floor, which quickly gained her 
recognition among her colleagues. Over the 
years, she continued to move through the 
ranks of the union, starting as a steward and 
eventually becoming a business agent, notably 
one of the first female business agents on the 
New England Joint Board. Throughout her 
decades with UNITE–HERE, AFL–CIO, Cyn-
thia established English classes in union 
shops across New England and was respon-
sible for managing and overseeing the collec-
tive bargaining agreements of over 1,500 
members across the New England region. 
After working as a business agent for 22 
years, Cynthia retired from UNITE–HERE, 
AFL–CIO in 2005, but she never fully retired 
from her work as a labor activist and orga-
nizer. 

For 30 years, Cynthia served as the Presi-
dent of the Greater Southeastern Massachu-
setts Labor Council and was elected Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the New Bedford/Cape 
Cod Labor Council prior to her role as presi-
dent. Additionally, she was Vice President of 
the Massachusetts AFL–CIO, representing 
Southeastern Massachusetts until 2017, and 
served on the Steering Committee and Advi-
sory Board of the University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth Labor Education Center. 

Sadly, we lost Cynthia too soon at the age 
of 81 on January 1, 2026. In addition to her 
impactful work as a union organizer, Cynthia 
enjoyed spending time with her friends and 
loved ones, camping, playing Bingo, and sup-
porting the Wish Come True organization and 
was the beloved wife of the late John 
Rodrigues. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Cynthia 
Rodrigues, and I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing her commitment to sup-
porting and advancing workers’ rights and 
bettering the lives of those around her. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF TIM 
MIKESKA 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 16, 2026 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend Tim Mikeska for being named Taylor’s 
Outstanding Citizen. This well-deserved honor 
recognizes a lifetime of tireless service and 
outstanding contributions to the City of Taylor 
and the Central Texas community. 

Tim’s commitment to public service is re-
flected in his leadership on the Taylor City 
Council, the Williamson County Health District 
Board, the Taylor Economic Development Cor-
poration, and the Greater Taylor Chamber of 
Commerce. His efforts have helped build a 
stronger, more resilient community where fam-
ilies and businesses can flourish. 
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