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is our job on this committee to see
that that doesn’t happen for this coun-
try, and that is because we have to
have enough energy.

Again, this is a Department of En-
ergy council, made up of people in the
industry, to give us a report to see
where we should go in making sure
that America has proper refining. It is
not a report that is going to produce
what we do. It is the kind of report
that informs us in what we do. I know
on our side of the aisle—I think on
both sides of the aisle—we try to take
as much information as we can to
make a reasonable decision to make
sure we have clean, sustainable, but
ample and safe fuel for this country in
order to get groceries to the grocery
store, either through diesel or gasoline.

Prices matter. It hurts families when
their electric bills are high and when
their grocery bills are high because
people have to eat and they have to
have a safe and clean place to live. This
is what this is about. This is what our
struggle is over, and this is what we
are going to accomplish as a com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage a ‘‘yes”
vote on H.R. 3109, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 879,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Ferrari, one of it’s clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 2741. An Act to establish within the En-
vironmental Protection Agency the Office of
Mountains, Deserts, and Plains, and for
other purposes.

S. 2878. An Act to reauthorize funding to
monitor, assess, and research the Great
Lakes Basin, and for other purposes.

S. 3022. An Act to amend the Save Our Seas
2.0 Act to reauthorize certain Environmental
Protection Agency programs, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the request of the
House of Representatives that the Sen-
ate return to the House the bill (H.R.
3426) entitled ‘“An Act to amend title
40, United States Code, to limit the
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construction of new courthouses under
certain circumstances, and for other
purposes.’’.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 96-388, as
amended by Public Law 97-84, and fur-
ther amended by Public Law 106-292,
the Chair, on behalf of the President
pro tempore, appoints the following
Senator to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council for the 119th Con-
gress:

The
SCOoTT).

Senator from Florida (Mr.

UNLOCKING OUR DOMESTIC LNG
POTENTIAL ACT OF 2025

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 879, I call up
the bill (H.R. 1949) to repeal restric-
tions on the export and import of nat-
ural gas, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 879, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1949

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Unlocking
our Domestic LNG Potential Act of 2025”°.
SEC. 2. ADVANCING UNITED STATES GLOBAL

LEADERSHIP.

Section 3 of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C.
717b) is amended—

(1) by striking subsections (a) through (c);

(2) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f)
as subsections (a) and (b), respectively;

(3) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (c), and moving such subsection after
subsection (b), as so redesignated;

(4) in subsection (a), as so redesignated, by
amending paragraph (1) to read as follows:

‘(1) The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (in this subsection referred to as the
‘Commission’) shall have the exclusive au-
thority to approve or deny an application for
authorization for the siting, construction,
expansion, or operation of a facility to ex-
port natural gas from the United States to a
foreign country or import natural gas from a
foreign country, including an LNG terminal.
In determining whether to approve or deny
an application under this paragraph, the
Commission shall deem the exportation or
importation of natural gas to be consistent
with the public interest. Except as specifi-
cally provided in this Act, nothing in this
Act is intended to affect otherwise applica-
ble law related to any Federal agency’s au-
thorities or responsibilities related to facili-
ties to import or export natural gas, includ-
ing LNG terminals.”; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(d)(1) Nothing in this Act limits the au-
thority of the President under the Constitu-
tion, the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.), part B of title II of the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6271 et seq.),
the Trading With the Enemy Act (60 U.S.C.
4301 et seq.), or any other provision of law
that imposes sanctions on a foreign person
or foreign government (including any provi-
sion of law that prohibits or restricts United
States persons from engaging in a trans-
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action with a sanctioned person or govern-
ment), including a country that is des-
ignated as a state sponsor of terrorism, to
prohibit imports or exports.

“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘state
sponsor of terrorism’ means a country the
government of which the Secretary of State
determines has repeatedly provided support
for international terrorism pursuant to—

““(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4318(c)(1)(A));

‘(B) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

“‘(C) section 40 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2780); or

‘(D) any other provision of law.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Emnergy and Commerce or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 1949.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in February 2016, the
first cargo of U.S. LNG set sail from
the lower 48, making the United States
a natural gas exporter for the first
time since the 1960s.

Since then, exports have increased
from 5 billion cubic feet per day in 2016
to nearly 12 billion cubic feet per day
in 2024, making the U.S. the global
leader in LNG in less than a decade.

U.S. LNG has played an undeniably
important role in providing affordable,
abundant, and clean energy to the
world. This could not have been more
evident than in 2022, when Russia in-
vaded UKkraine, disrupting global com-
modity markets and leaving Europe
without secure access to energy.

Immediately, for our friends in Eu-
rope, U.S. producers began sending car-
gos of American gas to the Continent
to fuel their economies and heat their
homes, helping some of our most im-
portant global allies and friends.

However, in January 2024, the Biden-
Harris administration announced an il-
legal and indefinite ban on new export
authorizations, all in the name of
vaguely stated climate change goals.
Current law is clear. Requiring a statu-
tory presumption in favor of exports
are in the public interest.

Plus, the vast majority of studies
show that not only do LNG exports
boost our energy security but they also
help maintain low domestic natural
gas prices for Americans.
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