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are needed for a successful career in
the hospitality and culinary industries.

Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of the Con-
gressional Career and Technical Edu-
cation Caucus, programs like this one
at Clearfield County Technical School
are vital for helping students be pre-
pared for the workforce.

——
ACA SUBSIDIES

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, over 130,000 eastern North
Carolinians depend on ACA subsidies to
afford basic health coverage.

Losing coverage would put families
at real risk.

These subsidies are not a handout.
They are a lifeline that keeps working
people insured, healthy, and able to see
a doctor before a small problem be-
comes a huge crisis.

Without Congress, premiums are sky-
rocketing, forcing too many residents
to choose between healthcare, rent,
and groceries.

The consequences ripple throughout
our communities, raising uninsured
rates and driving up costs for everyone.

ACA subsidies are about stability,
dignity, and the simple belief that ac-
cess to healthcare should not depend
on luck.

Congress must act to ensure account-
ability and to prevent millions of
Americans from being left behind.

——————

PRESIDENT TRUMP IS KEEPING
FAMILIES SAFE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, across the country, arrests of
criminal illegal aliens are successful as
President Donald Trump is making
good on his promise to rid communities
of murderous threats to families; mak-
ing sure Kkillers, gang members, and
other violent criminals are deported.

The President is ramping up pressure
to cooperate with law enforcement by
sending in U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement officers. This is un-
dermined by extremist paid rioters.

The January 14 Washington Times
editorial stated: ‘‘Leftists justify their
. . . behavior by reciting a version of
events existing only in their imagina-
tions.” Vice President J.D. VANCE is
correct. Officials are promoting rioting
in the streets rather than follow the
law.

Knowing the President has their
back, Federal officials aren’t intimi-
dated fighting insurrection. An insur-
rection is a real attack on democracy.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
President Trump is reinstituting peace
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin lies, insulting Trump, mock-
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ing Trump with Putin mercilessly
launching rockets on civilian targets,
murdering innocent Ukrainians.

RECOGNIZING THOMAS PELISSERO

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to recognize Mr. Thomas
Pelissero for his heartfelt tribute to his
hometown of Bessemer, Michigan, in
his book: ‘“Bring One Home: A Memoir
of Boyhood, Basketball, and Hometown
Spirit.”

This book is not only a salute to Bes-
semer, but the tough, resilient commu-
nities across Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula and middle America.

Mr. Speaker, 60 years ago this week,
the Bessemer Speedboys basketball
team ended a 42-game losing streak, at
the time, the longest in Upper Penin-
sula high school basketball history.

The ©people of Bessemer always
showed up, cheered, and stood by their
team. That loyalty and perseverance
reflect the hardy spirit that defines
this town and so many communities
across our Upper Peninsula.

That spirit remains alive today.

Mr. Pelissero’s book launch filled
Bessemer City Hall to standing room
only and raised more than $5,000 for the
Bessemer Public Library. Since its re-
lease in November of 2025, ‘‘Bring One
Home’’ has earned national recognition
to include inclusion in the Library of
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recog-
nize Mr. Pelissero for capturing the
character, resilience, and enduring fel-
lowship of Bessemer and the Upper Pe-
ninsula we are all proud to call home.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1530

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of Illinois) at 3
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

H929

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
SMALL BUSINESS ACCESS ACT

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3496) to amend
the Small Business Act for microloan
eligibility for the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3496

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Northern Mar-

iana Islands Small Business Access Act’.

SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE MICROLOAN PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7(m)(7)(B) of the
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(m)(7)(B)) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mavriana Islands’ after “‘Guam’ each
place it appears; and

(2) in clause (i)(I1)(bb), by striking Vs and
inserting ‘“Yss’’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section
7(m)(11)(C)(ii) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 636(m)(11)(C)(ii)) is amended by striking
“rural’”’ and all that follows through the end of
the clause and inserting “rural; and’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3496, the North-
ern Mariana Islands Small Business
Access Act. This bill was introduced by
Delegate KING-HINDS and Representa-
tive CONAWAY.

The SBA microloan program provides
entrepreneurs with access to small-dol-
lar loans through qualified Ilenders.
Sometimes, entrepreneurs do not need
to access large sums of capital for their
operations. That is where the SBA
microloan program can help entre-
preneurs get just enough capital to
meet their exact needs.

Under current law, the SBA appor-
tions microloan program funding to
intermediaries in 55 States and terri-
tories. Unfortunately, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
is excluded. This creates unnecessary
barriers for small businesses in the
Northern Mariana Islands by limiting
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