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OPENING OF THEODORE ROO-
SEVELT PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY 

(Mrs. FEDORCHAK of North Dakota 
was recognized to address the House for 
5 minutes.) 

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, as 
our Nation celebrates America’s 250th 
birthday, North Dakota has the ex-
traordinary privilege of marking this 
milestone in a truly historic way. 

Tomorrow, on July 1, we open the 
Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Li-
brary in the Badlands of western North 
Dakota. It is a place that forever 
shaped one of America’s greatest Presi-
dents. 

First, I recognize the countless peo-
ple whose vision, generosity, and deter-
mination made this remarkable library 
possible. They are too numerous to 
mention each individually, but I thank 
the TR Presidential Library Founda-
tion Board, its staff, donors, volun-
teers, community leaders, Secretary 
Doug Burgum, Robbie Lauf, Ed 
O’Keefe, and so many more. Because of 
their efforts, future generations will 
come to North Dakota to experience 
the place that shaped Theodore Roo-
sevelt. 

Theodore Roosevelt famously said: ‘‘I 
never would have been President if it 
had not been for my experience in 
North Dakota.’’ 

He arrived in the Dakota Territory 
as a young man, grieving unimaginable 
loss. He left transformed. The rugged 
landscape, hardworking ranchers, and 
independent spirit of the people he met 
there, these things forged the char-
acter that would later define his Presi-
dency. 

North Dakota didn’t just change 
Theodore Roosevelt. North Dakota 
helped shape the leader who would 
shape America. 

Roosevelt embodied what he fa-
mously called the ‘‘Bully Spirit,’’ an 
expression of enthusiasm, optimism, 
courage, and confidence in America’s 
future. He believed in living boldly, 
embracing challenges, and approaching 
life with energy and purpose. 

This is a spirit that has defined our 
Nation for 250 years, and it is one we 
should carry forward into the next 250. 

TR was a rancher, a soldier, and a 
conservationist. He was a reformer, an 
explorer, an author, a statesman, a 
Nobel Prize recipient, and one of the 
most energetic Presidents our Nation 
has ever known. 

His life was filled with stories that 
have become American legend. After 
being shot while campaigning for 
President, Roosevelt refused to leave 
the stage. The bullet had been slowed 
by a thick, 50-page speech that was 
folded inside his breast pocket. He in-
sisted on finishing his remarks before 
seeking medical attention. 

His White House reflected the same 
fearless, determined, and adventurous 
spirit. His children filled it with dogs, 
snakes, birds, ponies, and every imag-
inable creature. They showed us that 

public service and joy are not mutually 
exclusive. 

Theodore Roosevelt lived a big life 
because he believed America was 
meant to dream big, build big, and ac-
complish big things. 

Interestingly, today’s President car-
ries some of these same qualities. At 
President Trump’s 2025 inauguration, 
he said: ‘‘In America, impossible is 
what we do best.’’ 

Consider some of the big accomplish-
ments of Roosevelt. He strengthened 
our Navy, completed the Panama 
Canal, won the Nobel Peace Prize for 
negotiating peace between Russia and 
Japan, and changed the way we think 
about conservation by protecting our 
public lands, forests, parks, and wild-
life. 

Perhaps Roosevelt’s greatest legacy 
wasn’t simply what he accomplished. It 
was what he asked of every American. 
His words from ‘‘Man in the Arena’’ re-
main just as relevant today as when he 
first delivered that speech over a cen-
tury ago. 

This strikes me so profoundly on the 
cusp of our 250th birthday, when our 
country is so divided, so angry, and so 
critical of each other. Theodore Roo-
sevelt gives us encouragement. ‘‘It is 
not the critic who counts,’’ he reminds 
us. ‘‘The credit belongs to the man who 
is actually in the arena.’’ 

Those words are a challenge to each 
of us and to every generation to par-
ticipate, to lead, to serve, and to have 
courage to act rather than merely 
criticize. 

As we dedicate this remarkable li-
brary in my beautiful State of North 
Dakota, as we do this during America’s 
250th year, we are reminded that the 
strength of our Republic has never 
come from spectators. It has always 
come from the citizens willing to enter 
the arena. 

May every visitor who walks through 
the doors of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Presidential Library leave inspired by 
the example of this President whose 
character was forged in North Dakota 
and whose leadership strengthened 
America. 

His enduring message still calls each 
of us to live courageously, serve faith-
fully, and leave our country stronger 
than we found it. 

That is Theodore Roosevelt’s legacy. 
That is the Bully Spirit. As we begin 
our Nation’s next 250 years, may it con-
tinue to inspire us all. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOORE of North Carolina). Pursuant to 
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares 
the House in recess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy God, author of our lives and 
source of our many blessings, may we, 
in gratitude, take time to reflect on 
the many men and women who came to 
this land over 250 years ago with a vi-
sion of freedom and a commitment to 
justice. 

We pray that the blood they shed and 
the hope for which they toiled, all to 
establish the Republic on these 
foundational principles, would inspire 
in each of us our full measure of devo-
tion to this Nation. 

For out of many, one—the many peo-
ple, many ideas, many voices that join 
together before You in the founding of 
this Nation, so that the sacrifices they 
made would inspire the generations to 
follow to do likewise. 

You have told us what is good. In 
their service to You, they have left us 
both a legacy and a challenge: To bear 
faithfully our responsibility to do jus-
tice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with You. 

Bless then our history and its sacred 
memory. Sanctify our celebration of 
our Nation’s birth, that we would re-
ceive the inheritance of Your blessing 
with humility, gratitude, and sincere 
devotion to Your divine providence in 
our day. 

Preserve, oh, Lord, these United 
States, and keep this country in Your 
care for the years to come. 

In Your sovereign name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. CLEAVER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 
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HONORING ROBERT STEPHENSON 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Robert Stephenson, 
a proud member of the Greatest Gen-
eration, as he celebrated his 101st 
birthday on June 14th, 2026. 

Born in Chicago in 1925, Robert came 
of age during the Great Depression, de-
veloping the values of hard work and 
perseverance that would guide his life. 

At 17 years old, he enlisted in the 
United States Navy during World War 
II, where he helped manage personnel 
and aerial mapping records. 

Following his military service, Rob-
ert studied accounting at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. In 1964, he found-
ed R.L. Stephenson, Incorporated. 

He shared 75 years of marriage with 
his wife, Helene. He remains as active 
today, at 101 years old, as he ever has 
been. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Robert Stephenson 
a very happy 101st birthday and in hon-
oring his century plus of service to the 
American spirit that he embodies. 

f 

COMMENDING JULIA DYCKMAN 
ANDRUS MEMORIAL 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call attention to the youth 
mental health crisis. 

Organizations like the Andrus insti-
tution in my district are doing mean-
ingful work to address the challenges 
that our youth face today. 

The Julia Dyckman Andrus Memo-
rial, in Yonkers, New York, operates as 
a trauma-responsive system of care, 
bringing education, clinical services, 
and community-based programs to-
gether to support children and fami-
lies. 

Founded in 1928 by John Emory 
Andrus, former mayor of Yonkers and 
New York Congressman, in the area 
that I now serve, the Andrus institu-
tion helps children, families, and com-
munities succeed through its commu-
nity programs, health clinics, K–9 
school, and residential treatment serv-
ices on its campus. 

Led by award-winning president and 
CEO Dr. Corine Lurry-Mabin and her 
outstanding team, Andrus provides 
comprehensive therapeutic services to 
children with severe emotional disabil-
ities and autism, 90 percent of whom 
live below the poverty line. 

Andrus is the largest school-based 
mental health provider in Westchester 
County, serving more than 2,500 chil-
dren every year. 

From the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I commend Andrus for its 
tireless work to provide life-changing 
support to help children heal, grow, 
and thrive. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MILTON TUR-
NER WRIGHT, JR., RETIRED 
TEXAS SHERIFF 

(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to pay tribute to Milton Turner 
Wright, Jr., a former Texas Ranger and 
retired sheriff of Fort Bend County, 
Texas, who passed away on March 5, 
2026. 

Sheriff Wright was a true example of 
a public servant. From serving honor-
ably in the United States Navy to dedi-
cating his life to law enforcement, he 
always put others before himself. He 
served as sheriff of Fort Bend County, 
Texas, for four terms, 16 years, making 
him the longest serving sheriff in coun-
ty history. 

As sheriff, he revolutionized the of-
fice by embracing modern tech-
nologies, specialized divisions, and in-
mate support programs. Earlier this 
week, Fort Bend County rightfully re-
named its detention center after Sher-
iff Wright, ensuring that his legacy 
will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for his wife of 68 years, Marian; 
family, friends, and loved ones as they 
mourn the loss of such an honorable 
man. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, WIC 
provides pregnant and postpartum 
moms and their babies with healthy 
food. It increases nutrition, reduces 
premature births, and improves access 
to healthcare for moms and babies. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I find it 
unconscionable that Republicans in 
this Chamber passed a bill earlier this 
month that slashes funding for the pro-
gram by $200 million. The bill takes 
away money for nutritious fruits and 
vegetables and would force WIC pro-
viders to turn away eligible families 
for the first time in 30 years. 

Then, 1 week later, Republicans gave 
$70 billion to make a slush fund for ICE 
and CBP. When it comes to giving $200 
million, that is less than 0.1 percent of 
that number, to hungry kids, Repub-
licans said that we ran out of money. 

What the hell is wrong with these 
people, Mr. Speaker? 

I thought they wanted to make 
America healthy again. You can’t be 
healthy if you are hungry, Mr. Speak-
er, and the Republican Agriculture ap-
propriations bill will make hunger 
worse. 

I will fight tooth and nail for the 
Senate to restore the fruit and vege-
table voucher and reverse these cuts to 
WIC. Let’s work together to actually 
make America healthy and end hunger 
now. 

RECOGNIZING STATE COLLEGE 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the State College Farmers’ Market 
which celebrates 50 years of service 
this year. 

Since the mid-1970s, the farmers’ 
market has been a State College staple, 
bringing together local businesses, 
families, and Penn State students. 

Started by a dozen local farmers, the 
market has stayed true to its original 
mission: to provide people with fresh, 
local foods while supporting Pennsyl-
vania farmers. 

For five decades, the market evolved 
to offer a variety of products, influ-
enced by Centre County’s growing pop-
ulation and Penn State’s large student 
body. 

Vendors have continued bringing old- 
time favorites like maple syrup and 
pies, while introducing new goods like 
cider doughnuts. A handful of vendors 
have been selling local favorites since 
the market’s earliest years, showing up 
every weekend to sell their goods. 

Mr. Speaker, the State College Farm-
ers’ Market exemplifies the importance 
of Pennsylvania farms, the value of 
small businesses, and the influence of 
community. 

As we celebrate this milestone, let us 
look ahead to the next 50 years and 
keep this community tradition thriv-
ing. 

f 

GRATITUDE FOR DR. MELANIE 
YATES 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank my health fellow, 
Dr. Melanie Yates, for her service to 
my office and the Second Congres-
sional District of Illinois. 

I am so lucky Melanie joined us. She 
is brilliant, deeply caring, and has a 
funny wit about her. Melanie, a prac-
ticing ER physician, was always my 
trusted source for any medical ques-
tion, whether it was a complex policy 
matter or a personal concern, bringing 
a unique sense of calm to our entire of-
fice. 

As a proud Minnesotan, Melanie 
loves the cold weather. She has even 
joked that she could live in Alaska, so 
it is pretty funny that she found her-
self in D.C. and is now heading to Cin-
cinnati. It is not exactly the frozen 
north, but I know that wherever she is 
and despite the weather, she will excel. 

I am so incredibly proud of her, and 
she will always be a part of the Kelly 
Alumni family. 

f 

HONORING LIVES LOST IN THE 
KNOWLES FIRE 

(Mr. HURD of Colorado asked and 
was given permission to address the 
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