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Michigan. After graduating from Hastings High
School, Don went on to attend the University
of Michigan, where he was a member of the
Wolverines football team. Upon completing his
education, he entered the medical field, work-
ing first at the University of Michigan Hospital
before moving into medical equipment sales.
That work took him to New Jersey and Texas,
but Don’s heart never left Michigan. When the
time came, he chose to retire right here in the
1st District.

Since his retirement, Don has become a
cornerstone of the Crawford County commu-
nity. From volunteering at Grayling Hospital to
serving on the board of his church to donating
groceries to neighbors in need. Don lives out
the American ideals of service, generosity,
and looking out for your fellow man. In an era
when it is easy to stand on the sidelines, Don
has chosen to show up.

Don has also made his mark as a champion
of civic participation across the region. As
former Vice Chair of the Crawford County Re-
publican Party and a member of the Crawford
County Board of Canvassers, he was instru-
mental in revitalizing the local party when its
membership was struggling. To this day, Don
can still be found on the streets of Grayling
with clipboard in hand, talking to his neighbors
and gathering signatures for causes that ben-
efit the whole community. He is a true patriot
who understands that you do not need to hold
elected office to make a difference and con-
tribute to the Great American Experiment.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize
Don Baty for his continued service to Northern
Michigan. On behalf of Michigan’s 1st Con-
gressional District, | thank him for his tireless
efforts and wish him continued success in the
years ahead.

———

HONORING THE EAST PHILLIPS
NEIGHBORHOOD OF MINNEAPOLIS

HON. ILHAN OMAR
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Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the East Phillips neighborhood in my
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district as they celebrate their successful ef-
forts to decide the fate of their community.

East Phillips has long faced environmental
injustice. The modern history of this struggle
started in 1994 when high levels of arsenic
were discovered in soil and groundwater due
to decades of pesticide production. It was des-
ignated a Superfund site in 2007, and over
50,000 tons of contaminated soil were re-
moved over the course of four years. We will
never know how many lives were cut short be-
fore this poison was cleaned up.

The fight didn’t stop there. For years, resi-
dents had sounded the alarm about two fac-
tories in their neighborhood: an asphalt manu-
facturer and a metal foundry. Residents
shared stories for years about their experi-
ences—how they couldn’t open their windows
in the summer because of the smell of tar or
metal. How metal dust would cover the sur-
faces of their homes and yards. How the kids
at the daycare down the street couldn’t spend
time outside because of this pollution.

The tide finally turned when community
members, environmental justice advocates,
and non-profits joined forces to say that
enough is enough. They organized to demand
that state regulators set an end-date for one of
these factories. They reported violations to the
Environmental Protection Agency for the sec-
ond, leading to an unannounced inspection
that found multiple violations of the Clean Air
Act. The inspection validated what neighbors
had been saying for years, and that foundry
closed shortly thereafter.

And now, East Philips has finally cleared a
path to community ownership of the Roof
Depot site, in collaboration with non-profit or-
ganizations, state legislators, and allies on the
Minneapolis City Council. The East Philips
Neighborhood Institute had a vision for a com-
munity-led alternative to a proposed public
works facility that would mean increased
heavy truck traffic and continued industrial ac-
tivity. With broad support from the people who
call this neighborhood home, the Roof Depot
will be redeveloped into an urban farm, afford-
able housing, and space for small businesses
and community organizations.

This is a victory not only for the people of
East Philips, but for the ideas of community
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and self-determination. East Philips shows us
all what can happen when we work together
for the common good. Please join me in
thanking everyone who played a role in getting
us to this moment and celebrating what the fu-
ture holds for this neighborhood.

————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
June 25, 2026 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JULY 15

2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Personnel
To hold hearings to examine
TRICARE pharmacy program.

the
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