H2666

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed
votes today. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 97.

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| was unable to vote today due to an urgent
commitment in my Congressional district. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA on
Roll Call No. 97.

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
be present for the vote series today, as | was
dealing with the immediate aftermath of the
Kona Low Storms, the most severe floods in
more than 20 years, which caused extensive
damage, displacement, and evacuations
across the State of Hawaii. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 97.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
SORFFLY DAVIUS

(Mr. LAWLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life of Major Sorffly Davius, a true
American hero who passed away fol-
lowing a medical episode while de-
ployed to Kuwait in support of Oper-
ation Epic Fury.

For those of us in Rockland County,
Major Davius wasn’t just a name in
uniform. He was part of our commu-
nity. He was a neighbor, a friend, some-
one people knew and respected.

Here at home, he wore a different
uniform with the same sense of pur-
pose, serving with the NYPD 79th Pre-
cinct, protecting his fellow New York-
ers with honor and integrity. That kind
of commitment, to serve both country
and community is rare, and it speaks
to the kind of man he was.

He served our Nation with distinc-
tion in the United States Army Na-
tional Guard’s 42nd Infantry Division,
rising to the rank of major through
years of dedication and leadership. He
answered the call to serve overseas
without hesitation, putting duty to the
country above all else.

But what stands out most is who he
was beyond the uniform: a devoted hus-
band, a loving father of six, the kind of
man who showed up for his family, who
led by example, and who understood
that service starts at home.

As we remember Major Davius, let us
keep his wife, Angeline; his children;
his family; and his brothers and sisters
in uniform in our prayers. Let us honor
his legacy not just in words but by liv-
ing with the same sense of duty and
courage and selflessness that he
showed every single day.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS), the rank-
ing member of the Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, today, and
every day since his passing, we mourn
the loss of a true public servant, an
NYPD officer, a major in the United
States Army National Guard, Sorffly
Davius, an American hero who dedi-
cated his life to serving people at home
and abroad.
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Before moving to Rockland, he was a
Queens native, served New York City
with honor as a member of the NYPD
while also answering the call to serve
our Nation overseas with the Army Na-
tional Guard.

He was a devoted husband, a father, a
man whose life reflected extraordinary
commitment to his family and his
country.

His sacrifice reminds us of the quiet
strength of those who serve not for
themselves but out of duty and love for
the American people.

As we grieve his profound loss, we
stand with his family, his fellow serv-
icemembers in uniform, and all those
who were touched by his life.

May we take this moment of silence
not only to honor his legacy but to
dedicate ourselves to the values he
lived by: service, integrity, and unwav-
ering commitment to the TUnited
States of America.

May God bless his soul.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of the people of Rockland County and
the 17th Congressional District and on
behalf of the people of New York City
and Queens and the NYPD, please
honor Major Sorffly Davius with a mo-
ment of silence.

——
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
AGRICULTURE DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
National Agriculture Day. This is a
time to honor the hard work of Amer-
ican farmers and all those who con-
tribute to our country’s agricultural
industry.

Agriculture is a fundamental part of
our daily lives. I have always said that
every American interacts with agri-
culture at least three times a day sim-
ply by eating breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner.

To be a farmer is to deal with a set of
risks and variables that many Ameri-
cans never have to consider. Through
conflicts, natural disasters, and
pandemics, farmers have stood stead-
fast in their commitment to provide
for Americans.

It is more important than ever to en-
sure that our farmers, ranchers, and
foresters have their voices heard in the
Halls of Congress. That is why it is my
honor to represent farm families and
rural America as the chairman of the
Agriculture Committee.

Mr. Speaker, National Agriculture
Day is the perfect opportunity to high-
light the dedicated Americans who
work tirelessly to provide for our Na-
tion. I sincerely thank every farmer,
rancher, and forester for their hard
work and selflessness.
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RECOGNIZING EASTERN NORTH
CAROLINA FARMERS

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on National Agriculture Day,
I proudly recognize our hardworking
eastern North Carolina farmers.

The First Congressional District
leads in tobacco, America’s first major
cash crop, and sweet potato produc-
tion, with farm families playing a cen-
tral role in shaping our economy, her-
itage, and growth.

We must also acknowledge the eco-
nomic hardships they continue to face.
With almost 15,000 farms shutting down
this past year, trade instability and
rising costs are putting the American
Dream further out of reach. Keeping
farm families at the forefront is essen-
tial, as their work sustains our rural
communities.

I am committed to advocating on
their behalf, helping maintain and ex-
pand key export markets, supporting
fair trade policies, and ensuring farm-
ers have the resources needed to com-
pete and succeed globally for genera-
tions to come.

———

CONGRATULATING MARK PEPPER
ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Ms. HAGEMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Mark Pepper on his retirement from
the Wyoming Association of Rural
Water Systems after 20 years of dedi-
cated service.

Mr. Pepper joined the association in
2006, 4 years after his return to the
Cowboy State. Mr. Pepper then spent
the next two decades helping Wyo-
ming’s communities to navigate many
challenges inherent in providing water
to rural areas: drought, distance, over-
regulation, and funding demands.

Wyoming is unique, being the ninth
largest State in terms of landmass,
while also being the least populated.
To say that we are a rural state is an
understatement, with 92 percent of our
water systems serving communities of
500 or fewer people.

Mark not only has a deep under-
standing of the challenges associated
with rural water delivery, but he also
has the skills to work effectively to
find solutions to meet them. He has
been a relentless advocate for our rural
water users, constantly seeking the re-
sources needed to expand infrastruc-
ture and maintain existing systems.

We appreciate Mr. Pepper’s service
and wish him well in retirement. He
will be missed.

————
RECOGNIZING YOUNG ISRAEL OF
SCARSDALE

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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