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which is rather fitting, given that this is the 
same community where their story began. 
Their commemoration coincides with our na-
tion’s 250th anniversary, a fitting reminder that 
Crane’s history and our nation’s history are 
deeply and forever intertwined. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join the U.S. 
Treasurer and Crane Currency in celebrating 
this momentous occasion. I congratulate the 
Crane family and their tremendous workforce 
on 225 years of driving innovation, cementing 
their legacy in Berkshire County and the na-
tion. I have no doubt that this legacy will en-
dure for many years to come. 
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Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Blue Water Area Transit on its 
50th anniversary. Since beginning public tran-
sit operations in 1976, Blue Water Area Tran-
sit has played a vital role in connecting com-
munities, supporting economic development, 
and providing accessible transportation for 
passengers. 

Over the past 50 years, Blue Water Area 
Transit has provided more than 37 million pas-
senger trips. Today, its fleet serves the com-
munities of the City of Port Huron, Fort Gratiot 
Township, Port Huron Township, Burtchville 
Township, and the City of Marysville. 

I want to thank the dedicated employees of 
Blue Water Area Transit, whose hard work 
and commitment have provided reliable serv-
ice to the community, and recognize the lead-
ership behind its continued success. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Blue Water Area Transit on its 
50th anniversary for its outstanding service to 
the people of St. Clair County. I congratulate 
Blue Water Area Transit on this remarkable 
milestone, and best wishes for many more 
years of success in serving the region’s trans-
portation needs. 
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Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to commemorate the life of Mr. Cecilio 
‘‘Chilo’’ Diaz, Sr., a beloved husband, father, 
brother, and friend whose love, compassion, 
and devotion to his family and community in-
spired all who knew him. 

Mr. Diaz, Sr. was born on September 22, 
1923 in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico, to Mr. Anicasio 
Diaz and Mrs. Maria Candelaria Diaz. Mr. 
Diaz, Sr. cherished every moment spent with 
his family—a life filled with love and compas-
sion until his passing, His greatest joy was his 
role as a devoted husband to Petronila ‘‘Loly’’ 
Diaz, and father to Cecilio, Jr., Francisco, 
Teresita, Crucita, Jose Antonio, Mary Anne, 
David, Elizabeth, and Richard. He was later 

blessed with grandchildren and great-grand-
children, nurturing them with the same love 
and kindness he gave to everyone in his life. 

As a proud native of Puerto Rico, Mr. Diaz, 
Sr. was raised with the strong support of his 
family, helping to shape him into a natural 
leader in all aspects of life. For more than 
three decades, he worked as a Boiler Oper-
ator at Bethlehem Steel, where he was known 
for his strong work ethic, dedication, and un-
wavering commitment to his craft. He took 
great pride in his work and earned the respect 
of his colleagues throughout his long career. 

Outside of his professional career, Mr. Diaz, 
Sr. remained deeply committed to his faith and 
family. He was a faithful member of St. Antho-
ny’s Catholic Church in Lackawanna, New 
York, serving as a minister and preaching the 
gospel to incarcerated individuals. One of the 
most treasured memories for those who knew 
him was his love for fishing, gardening, and 
playing dominos. Whether casting a line on a 
quiet morning, tending to his garden with care, 
or gathering with family and friends for a spir-
ited game of dominoes, he found joy in life’s 
simple pleasures and created lasting memo-
ries with those around him. 

Mr. Cecilio ‘‘Chilo’’ Diaz, Sr. lived a life of 
devotion to his family, faith, and community. 
His unwavering commitment to those he loved 
and his compassion towards others made a 
profound impact on all who knew him. Mr. 
Cecilio ‘‘Chilo’’ Diaz, Sr. was a man who be-
lieved in the importance of faith and family 
above all else and worked tirelessly to support 
those around him. His kindness, loyalty, and 
warmth will forever be remembered. Let us 
honor his legacy by carrying forward the val-
ues he lived by: family, faith, and above all, 
love. 
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Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor a remarkable 
student and young adult, Ms. Christina Renea 
Walker, who through hard work and dedication 
has received acceptance letters to thirteen col-
leges and universities. She has also been 
awarded 268,000 dollars in academic scholar-
ships and three thousand dollars in community 
scholarships. 

The colleges and universities are: University 
of Miami, Lynn University, University of South 
Florida, University of Florida, University of Ala-
bama, Louisiana State University, Tuskegee 
University, Howard University, Campbell Uni-
versity, New York Institute of Technology, St. 
Johns University, Mills College and the Univer-
sity of San Francisco. 

Ms. Walker, who will be entering college as 
a sophomore in the fall, attended North-
western Senior High School, in Miami, during 
her senior year, in order to take dual enroll-
ment courses. These courses allowed her to 
take college courses early, under a program 
sponsored by Florida International University. 
The program is called ‘‘The Education Effect’’, 
and is funded by a one million dollar grant 
provided by Chase Bank. 

Ms. Walker has chosen to attend the pres-
tigious University of Florida. It is close to 

home, but far enough where she can grow 
into an independent young adult. She also 
says ‘‘It is great to be a Florida Gator!’’ 

While there have been many people who 
have played an important role in her life, Ms. 
Walker says her mother is her true inspiration. 
A strong, independent woman, who has taught 
her to love everyone; instilled Christ in her at 
a young age; taught her to believe in herself 
and trust God through every obstacle she 
faces. 

Please join me in congratulating Ms. Chris-
tina Renea Walker, a shining example and 
motivating force for all young people who seek 
to better themselves through education and 
serve their communities. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. DAYLE ELLIS 
FOR OVER 35 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. EUGENE SIMON VINDMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2026 

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Mr. Dayle Ellis for 36 
years of Federal Service and his commitment 
to the Department of Defense Education Activ-
ity (DoDEA). 

Throughout his career, including as an ad-
ministrative officer, Mr. Ellis has provided crit-
ical guidance to military families, helping them 
to navigate difficult K–12 education options 
and determine student eligibility as they 
transitioned between duty stations around the 
world. His expertise, professionalism, and 
compassion have ensured the families and 
students receive consistent support during 
some of the most challenging periods of mili-
tary life. 

Mr. Ellis’s dedication has supported military 
retention, helped families navigate education 
options for their children, and contributed to 
the success of military communities across dif-
ferent branches. Countless families have ben-
efited not only from the positive outcomes he 
has helped achieve but also from the care and 
unwavering commitment he has brought to 
every interaction. His service demonstrates 
DoDEA’s mission of supporting military-con-
nected students and their families with excel-
lence and integrity. 

I want to personally thank Mr. Ellis for the 
outstanding impact he has had on his col-
leagues, families, students, and the many indi-
viduals he has served over the past 36 years. 
His leadership and expertise reflect the very 
best of public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Dayle Ellis for his service 
and the difference he has made in our com-
munities. I wish him all the best in his well- 
earned retirement and in the years ahead. 
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RECOGNIZING THE KING HIGH 
SCHOOL MATH STUDENTS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 9, 2026 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an exceptional group of students 
from King High School in Tampa Bay, whose 
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