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Dominic Bagnoli for their heroic ac-
tions and for stepping in to help a 
neighbor in need. They are just one 
more reason as to why Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District is the Birthplace of 
Champions. 
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CONGRATULATING 2006 IOLA FIL-
LIES ON DON BAIN HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTION 

(Mr. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, 20 years 
ago this spring, there was a Cinderella 
moment in southeast Kansas. The Iola 
High School girls’ basketball team, 
known as the Fillies, won the 2006 Kan-
sas State High School Activities Asso-
ciation Class 4A State basketball 
championship. This came on top of a 
remarkable 24–2 season. 

As a Kansas State senator at the 
time, I had the privilege of sponsoring 
a resolution in our State legislature to 
commend the team’s win and to host 
the team at the Kansas State House to 
see the resolution’s unanimous adop-
tion. 

A week ago, on the 20th anniversary, 
the community in Iola came together 
and inducted that 2006 team into the 
Iola High School’s Don Bain Hall of 
Fame. Believe me, Mr. Speaker, the 
community has not forgotten what 
they accomplished. 

The auditorium was packed. Former 
classmates and teachers came home to 
join in the celebration. Back in 2006, 
the student members of this out-
standing basketball team received 
statewide recognition for their fine 
sportsmanship and athletic accom-
plishments. At the Hall of Fame induc-
tion last week, the team was also rec-
ognized for the ongoing camaraderie 
and success of its members in the years 
since. 

As I said in the Kansas State House 
back in 2006, the team did an out-
standing job of representing Allen 
County and southeast Kansas in the 
State tournament. I am very proud of 
their achievements, and I am honored 
to say in the United States Capitol 
today, 20 years later, I continue to be 
very proud of this team, the young 
women who composed it, and the com-
munity who supported it. 

Congratulations, Fillies. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY 
REID SOSKIN 

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Betty Reid 
Soskin, who used all 104 years of her 
life to the fullest. 

Betty lived in the East Bay since 
1927, when her family moved from New 
Orleans. As a young woman during 
World War II, Betty worked as a ship-

yard clerk for the all-Black auxiliary 
lodge of the segregated Boilermakers 
Union. 

In 1945, she and her husband founded 
one of the first Black-owned music 
stores, which remained open until 2019. 

Over the years, she has worked with 
many elected officials, State senators, 
and assembly members. 

In the early 2000s, she became in-
volved in the plans for opening the 
Rosie the Riveter WWII/Home Front 
National Historical Park. This led to 
her later career as a park ranger, 
which she began in 2007 at the age of 85. 

Betty led talks explaining the impor-
tance of the park in memorializing the 
contributions of women and African 
Americans working in the war indus-
tries supporting the U.S. effort at the 
home front. 

Betty used her experiences and obser-
vations as a Black woman to bring 
light to the untold stories of African 
Americans during World War II and un-
derscored the racism experienced by 
her and countless other women of 
color. 

Through Betty’s hard work and sto-
rytelling, she has touched the lives of 
thousands of park visitors and millions 
of Americans. It was just 2 months ago 
that she and I were together at one of 
the premier facilities, the Mare Island 
Dry Docks, where she was able to, once 
again, call upon all of us. 

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Betty’s family. From all of 
us, I thank Betty for her tireless serv-
ice and dedication to the community. 
We will deeply miss her. 
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CELEBRATING AKA FOUNDERS’ 
DAY 

(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great pride and profound 
gratitude to celebrate Founders’ Day 
2026 for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated, the first Greek letter or-
ganization established for African- 
American college-educated women. 

For 118 years, Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority has been a beacon of scholarship, 
sisterhood, and service, lighting the 
way for generations of women who 
dared to lead and uplift their commu-
nities. 

As proud members of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, we stand on the shoul-
ders of visionary founders, who be-
lieved that excellence and service were 
not just aspirations but obligations. 
From advancing educational equity to 
promoting economic empowerment and 
civic engagement, the women of AKA 
continue to answer the call to serve 
with grace, compassion, and unwaver-
ing commitment. 

Today, we honor our legacy, a 118- 
year legacy that has shaped leaders in 
every field and strengthened commu-
nities across this Nation. May we con-
tinue to carry forward our mission 
with purpose and pride. 

Happy Founders’ Day 2026 to my be-
loved Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In-
corporated. Let us continue to be of 
service to all mankind. 
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UNITED STATES NATURALIZES 
850,000 PEOPLE EVERY YEAR 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, immi-
gration is in the news again, and I 
don’t feel the Republicans have done a 
good enough job of explaining what is 
going on here. 

During the Biden administration— 
people are going to argue—somewhere 
between 8 million and 10 million people 
were allowed in this country who were 
not coming here legally. 

Obviously, if we are going to have 
immigration laws, in the future, we 
have to make it clear that people who 
broke the laws in the past are not al-
lowed in the country. 

What is going on is that we have 
riots in Minnesota, and important 
Democratic officials who are saying 
something is wrong here. 

Let us not forget: Every year in this 
country, 850,000 people are naturalized. 
They are sworn in as new citizens. We 
are at an all-time record of the number 
of foreign-born people in this country. 
The United States has nothing to 
apologize for about the number of peo-
ple being allowed in this country, as we 
try to remove people. 

Right now, in Minnesota, the Gov-
ernor and mayor aren’t even in favor of 
ICE removing criminals, and we should 
be removing other people who came 
here. 

In any event, remember in America, 
we naturalize 850,000 people every year. 

f 
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CONSTITUENT OF THE WEEK 
ALEXANDRA VAKOS 

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Alexandra Vakos 
on being named the 2025 Distinguished 
Assistant of the Year in a medium- 
sized office by the Virginia Association 
of Commonwealth’s Attorneys. 

Each year, this award honors just 
three prosecutors across the Common-
wealth. Alexandra was selected from 
approximately 1,000 prosecutors who 
were qualified. She stood out because 
of her outstanding trial accomplish-
ments and contributions to the Vir-
ginia Association of Commonwealth’s 
Attorneys. 

She played a pivotal role in estab-
lishing a regional behavioral health 
docket in the Fredericksburg area. 
This initiative helps connect individ-
uals with serious mental health illness 
and substance abuse disorders to treat-
ment and support through evidence- 
based practices and judicial oversight. 
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