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TRIBUTE TO HERBERT GADSON 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate the life and legacy of an 
educator, public servant, freedom fighter, and 
man of deep faith whose service to the people 
of Hollywood, South Carolina, and the 
Lowcountry of South Carolina spanned more 
than five decades. The Honorable Herbert 
Gadson transitioned on January 2, 2026, leav-
ing behind a community forever changed by 
his courage and leadership. 

My longtime friend, Herbert Gadson, was 
born on September 22, 1948, in Charleston 
County, South Carolina. Reared in the close- 
knit community of Hollywood, his life was 
shaped early by faith, family, and an 
unshakable belief in education as the pathway 
to opportunity. Baptized at Saint Luke AME 
Church and later a devoted member of Wes-
ley United Methodist Church, his life reflected 
the values instilled in him from childhood— 
service, discipline, and responsibility. 

A gifted scholar, Mr. Gadson graduated as 
Valedictorian of the Baptist Hill High School 
Class of 1967. At a time when barriers for 
Black students were formidable, he matricu-
lated at South Carolina State University, earn-
ing both bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
education. While a student there, his life was 
forever changed by events that would become 
known as the Orangeburg Massacre. Beaten 
by state police days earlier and later shot dur-
ing the protest, Mr. Gadson survived one of 
the darkest moments of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, carrying a bullet in his hip for the rest 
of his life. But rather than retreat, he emerged 
with a renewed commitment to justice, dignity, 
and public service. 

Education remained Herbert Gadson’s first 
calling. For 30 years, he served as a teacher, 
administrator, and mentor in various South 
Carolina public schools. Whether in North Au-
gusta, Johns Island, Wadmalaw Island, or Hol-
lywood, he was known for firm discipline, high 
expectations, and genuine care for his stu-
dents. He was more than an educator; he was 
a life coach, mentor, and a father figure to 
many. 

In 1983, Mr. Gadson entered public service 
as a write-in candidate for Hollywood Town 
Council. In 1989, he made history when he 
was elected the first African American mayor 
of Hollywood. He served with distinction until 

2003. As mayor, he confronted the crack co-
caine crisis, rebuilt infrastructure, promoted 
transparency in government, and achieved 
what many believed impossible—bringing 
water and sewer services to a long-neglected 
rural town. His leadership transformed Holly-
wood, and his legacy is permanently marked 
by the Herbert Gadson Intersection, over 
which hangs the town’s only traffic light. 

Mr. Gadson was a devoted husband to 
Linda Gadson, a loving father to Reginald, 
Telley, and Shaytee, a grandfather, and a be-
loved friend to many. He served as Finance 
Chair and Treasurer at Wesley United Meth-
odist Church and on the Parish Relations and 
Nominations Committees. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring The Honorable 
Herbert Gadson—a servant of the people and 
a pillar of hope whose legacy will continue to 
be a source of guidance to Hollywood and 
South Carolina for generations to come. 
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CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF THE 
LANCASTER COUNTY BEE-
KEEPERS SOCIETY 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to congratulate and recognize the Lancaster 
County Beekeepers Society on their 150th an-
niversary. 

The Lancaster County Beekeepers Society 
first met on March 13, 1876, in the city of Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania. Founded by beekeepers 
with Lancastrian surnames like Reist, Her-
shey, and Herr, the first subject discussed was 
‘‘Will bee-keeping pay?’’ The Lancaster Coun-
ty Beekeepers Society has continued to meet 
in the following 150 years, making it the oldest 
continuously operating, non-profit, honeybee 
club in the United States. 

Throughout their long history, the Lancaster 
County Beekeepers Society has provided an 
opportunity for beekeepers to share their in-
sights with one another and promote bee-re-
lated products. The club also provides public 
awareness about honeybees and their impor-
tance through lectures, exhibits, and programs 
like their annual New Beekeeper Workshop. 
The workshop has trained over 1,000 new 
beekeepers since its inception in 2010. These 
initiatives have benefited schools, churches, 
clubs, farm shows, and fairs across the county 
and state. 

Honeybees are a vital part of our eco-
system. As the Lancaster County Beekeepers 
Society celebrates a monumental 150 years, 
their service to the community deserves to 
‘‘bee’’ commended. I thank the club for what 
they do, and I wish them another 150 years of 
continued success. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. ANGELA 
‘‘ANGIE’’ PACCIONE 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 8, 2026 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Angela ‘‘Angie’’ Paccione for 
her service to constituents in Colorado as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Colorado Department of 
Higher Education (CDHE). 

Dr. Paccione has been a lifelong public 
servant, working in education for over 27 
years before joining CDHE. Since her appoint-
ment to this role in 2019, Dr. Paccione has 
worked to expand access to higher education 
for students of all backgrounds. Dr. Paccione 
has helped implement a variety of programs to 
increase access and affordability for low-in-
come students, including the FosterED and 
EmpowerED scholarship programs for stu-
dents who grew up in foster care and who are 
experiencing homelessness. Furthermore, Dr. 
Paccione helped implement the Colorado Re-
Engaged Initiative to allow thousands of Colo-
radans who did not finish a four-year degree 
the opportunity to earn an associate’s degree. 
And under her leadership, Colorado was 
ranked first in the Nation for educational at-
tainment in 2022. 

Throughout her tenure, Dr. Paccione has 
been a dedicated advocate, working to expand 
opportunities and improve educational out-
comes for thousands of Colorado students. 
She has conducted robust outreach to pro-
spective students about educational opportuni-
ties and resources offered by the state, includ-
ing speaking with high school students and 
families at a FAFSA resource fair held by my 
office at Bear Creek High School in April of 
2025. 

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s 7th 
Congressional District, it is my honor to thank 
Dr. Paccione for her years of service and to 
wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 
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