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HONORING LOUISIANA’S LEADER-
SHIP IN ADVANCING A HOME
FOR EVERY CHILD

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker,
today, | recognize Louisiana, my home state,
as one of the first states in the country to offi-
cially partner with the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families in their worthy initiative, “A
Home for Every Child.”

According to Louisiana’s Department of
Children and Family Services’ (LA DCFS)
Secretary Rebecca Harris, Louisiana has a
ratio of only 48 homes to every 100 foster chil-
dren—an unsustainable gap that requires
every effort to balance. We hear too many sto-
ries of good people who want to foster but are
slowed or stopped in their certification process
due to bureaucratic hurdles. Under the leader-
ship of Governor Jeff Landry and Secretary
Harris, Louisiana joined with the Administra-
tion for Children and Families (ACP) to cut red
tape, increase the amount of foster care
homes in our state, and ensure every foster
child has a safe place to live. | am proud to
say that LA DCFS has committed to certify
1,100 new foster homes and reactivate 200
foster homes by the end of this year to help
fill the gap. Louisiana is committed to pro-
tecting vulnerable children and ensuring they
have access to safe, stable, and supportive
home environments.

Louisiana’s action builds upon the initiatives
and leadership of President Donald J. Trump
and First Lady Melania Trump, whose “Fos-
tering the Future” Executive Order catalyzed a
renewed national focus on foster care and
permanent placement of children into loving
homes. The Executive Order laid the ground-
work for the “A Home for Every Child” pro-
gram and has encouraged many states to take
these necessary, meaningful, and measurable
steps to improve outcomes for children and
families.

Too many children across the Nation con-
tinue to wait for placement in permanent
homes. When family unification is not possible
either temporarily or permanently, expanding
the pool of qualified foster families and
strengthening support systems is essential to
ensuring that every child is under the love and
care of a stable home. As ACF Assistant Sec-
retary Alex Adams has stated as a vital mis-
sion, we too look forward to a day when fami-
lies ready to foster are waiting for a child rath-
er than a child waiting for a home.

Louisiana’s leadership joining “A Home for
Every Child” sets a strong example for other
states. Continued collaboration among federal,
state, community and faith-based partners will
be critical to advancing our shared goal of en-
suring every child has a place to call home.

HONORING THE CAREER OF FAUNE
RIGGIN

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the career of Faune Riggin,
one of Southeast Missouri’'s most beloved
voices and a fixture in Cape Girardeau for 25
years.

Hosting “Real Talk with Riggin” on KZIM
KSIM from downtown Cape Girardeau, Ms.
Riggin has spoken on issues affecting our
community, state, and the entire Nation for the
last quarter century, inspiring listeners from
the heart of downtown St. Louis down to the
Arkansas border.

Ms. Riggin’s 25-year career on the airwaves
has earned her numerous accolades, including
multiple Missouri Broadcasters Association
awards for Best News Feature, Best News Se-
ries, and Best Newscast—a testament to the
quality and integrity she brought to every
broadcast.

Her impact, however, extended well beyond
the broadcast studio. She was named Media
Person of the Year by Special Olympics Mis-
souri, recognizing her long-standing role as
the local voice for Special Olympics Southeast
Missouri, a cause she championed with heart
and dedication year after year. She also re-
ceived the prestigious Mary Phelan Chiefs of
Police Award for her steadfast support of law
enforcement, a reflection of the trust and re-
spect she earned from those who protect our
communities. As she steps away from the
microphone, she leaves behind a legacy of
commitment to her community, and | have no
doubt that she will continue her advocacy for
local heroes, even off the air.

Ms. Riggin’s last broadcast on June 26,
2026, is the capstone of her inspirational ca-
reer, one of steadfast character and unflinch-
ing honesty. Ms. Riggin is a conservative fight-
er and an exemplary reflection of the values of
Southeast Missouri—much like legendary talk
show host Rush Limbaugh—proving that Cape
Girardeau has a way of producing voices that
will leave a mark long after the mic turns off.

It is my privilege to recognize Ms. Faune
Riggin for her wonderful career, and | ask my
colleagues to join me in congratulating Ms.
Riggin on a remarkable career spent speaking
directly to the issues Missourians care about
most.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF PAUL ROBERTS

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Paul

Roberts, a dedicated public servant, environ-
mental advocate, policy expert, musician and
proud resident of Everett, Washington. Sadly,
Paul passed away on June 24, 2026 after a
courageous battle with cancer.

Paul Roberts was instrumental in making
Everett the city it is today. His legacy can be
seen in the fabric of everyday life in Everett—
in its environmental plans, transportation in-
vestments, schools, arts and music scene and
in its future light rail system. Whether as a city
planner, policy consultant, representative for
regional boards or as a long-time member of
the Everett City Council, Paul used his ex-
traordinary talents to serve the people of Ever-
ett and the greater Puget Sound region.

From a deep passion for protecting our
cherished environment, to his foresight on
bringing the naval base to Everett, Paul was
the embodiment of what a lifelong public serv-
ant is. Even after leaving the City Council, he
continued his work in public service for my of-
fice, ensuring that local communities benefited
from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. His
knowledge of local government and unwaver-
ing focus on delivering results helped North-
west Washington communities access critical
resources to build a cleaner, greener, safer
and more accessible transportation network.

Paul was one of the kindest, most dedicated
and hardworking people | have ever known.
He was an amazing mentor and inspiration for
the members of my staff that were lucky
enough to work with him. He had a real gift for
bringing people together to seek common
ground and solve tough problems.

Mr. Speaker, Paul Roberts’ impact on Ever-
ett and Northwest Washington is immeas-
urable. | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring his remarkable service, celebrating his
legacy, and extending our deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Marianne, their family and
all who were fortunate to know and work
alongside him.

————

CELEBRATING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BENNETT-WELLS
AMERICAN LEGION POST 1780

HON. TIMOTHY M. KENNEDY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 9, 2026

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize and congratulate the Ben-
nett-Wells American Legion Post 1780’s 80th
Anniversary. This historic milestone is a testa-
ment to the enduring strength, spirit, and serv-
ice of African American Veterans throughout
our nation.

Founded on June 2, 1946, in honor of Pri-
vate James Bennett and Lieutenant Johnson
C. Wells, the first two African American sol-
diers from Buffalo, New York, whose lives
were lost in the line of duty during WWII. The
Post was organized to meet the needs of Afri-
can American Veterans throughout Western
New York who didn’t have a place to gather.
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