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next century continue to uplift and unite our 
community through the power of music. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JOE BESNARD 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the extraordinary contributions of a 
dedicated community leader in my district, Mr. 
Joe Besnard. Since 2011, Joe has been a 
steadfast champion for survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence served by Sunrise. A re-
tired veteran and successful businessman, he 
embodies a lifelong commitment to service, 
leadership, and community responsibility. His 
generosity extends far beyond financial sup-
port, as he donates his time, heart, and per-
sonal influence to create lasting change. 

Over the years, Joe has strengthened Sun-
rise’s mission in meaningful and tangible 
ways. He has supported the agency’s Holiday 
Giving Program, ensuring survivors and their 
children experience joy and dignity during the 
holiday season. He funded the remodeling of 
the shelter kitchen, transforming it into a wel-
coming and functional space, and contributed 
significantly to the construction of an on-site 
office building, creating a dedicated and safe 
workspace for hotline advocates and coun-
selors who provide life-saving support to sur-
vivors every day. Joe’s impact extends beyond 
direct donations. He founded one of Sunrise’s 
signature fundraising events, the Pull for Sur-
vivors Sporting Clays event, which continues 
to generate critical resources and community 
awareness. He personally recruits participants, 
sponsors, and supporters, leveraging his rela-
tionships to grow the event each year. In a re-
flection of his humility and heart, he asks 
friends and family to purchase birthday and 
Christmas gifts for him that can be used as 
auction items to benefit survivors. 

Importantly, Joe’s compassion includes the 
staff who carry out this difficult work. Each 
Christmas, he provides Honey Baked hams for 
staff and shelter residents, a thoughtful tradi-
tion that reminds both survivors and employ-
ees that they are seen, valued, and cared for. 

Through consistent action, generosity, and 
leadership, Joe Besnard has helped create 
safer spaces, stronger services, and brighter 
futures for countless survivors and families. 
He exemplifies the spirit of ‘‘Heroes Among 
Us’’ as someone who quietly and faithfully 
uses his resources to strengthen his commu-
nity, bring hope where it is needed most, and 
advocate for survivors and their loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Joe Besnard for his out-
standing contributions to our community. For 
his tireless dedication and extraordinary gen-
erosity, I am proud to honor Mr. Besnard as 
a 2026 Heroes Among Us recipient for Flor-
ida’s 12th Congressional District. 

CELEBRATING THE B’NAI ISRAEL 
CONGREGATION’S CENTENNIAL 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the B’nai Israel Congregation’s Centen-
nial. B’nai Israel is an essential part of Mary-
land’s 8th District’s vibrant and diverse Jewish 
community, and it is a privilege to represent a 
congregation with one hundred years of sto-
ried history and activism. 

The B’nai Israel Congregation began as a 
small gathering of committed friends who met 
at a congregant’s home on Georgia Avenue in 
Northwest D.C. It grew so quickly that the con-
gregation had to occupy two buildings in the 
District before finally finding its permanent 
home in Rockville in 1976. In 2026, the B’nai 
Israel Congregation is one of the largest syna-
gogues in the movement of Conservative Ju-
daism. Today, over 1,100 families attend tem-
ple services, participate in b’nai mitzvahs and 
celebrate life milestones together. 

The people who call the B’nai Israel Con-
gregation their spiritual community share core 
values of connection and service that have de-
fined the Congregation throughout these one 
hundred years. The Congregation supports 
lifelong Jewish learning opportunities, from the 
Schilit Early Childhood Center to a busy adult 
education program. The synagogue maintains 
a close relationship with several communities 
in Israel. And every month, congregants enact 
their commitment to community by delivering 
nutritious meals to local women experiencing 
homelessness. The entire congregation gath-
ers for Mitzvah Day in December to bring 
mitzvot to people across Montgomery County. 

This tradition of service flows from the B’nai 
Israel Congregation’s deep well of moral soli-
darity and civic engagement. During their own 
migration from D.C. to Rockville, members of 
B’nai Israel helped lead the urgent project to 
free Jewish people trapped and persecuted by 
the Soviet Union. Today, congregants and 
clergy at the B’nai Israel Congregation are ac-
tive participants in Montgomery County’s inter-
faith coalition. They invest deeply in educating 
each generation about our own struggles in 
America for social justice and lead educational 
trips to historic sites of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. 

Montgomery County and the wider DMV 
have been fortunate to be the home of the 
B’nai Israel Congregation over the past one 
hundred years. Liberal democracies are sus-
tained by vibrant and engaged communities 
like the B’nai Israel Congregation. May the 
congregants and clergy of B’nai Israel con-
tinue to go from strength to strength for the 
next century to come—yasher koach. 
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HONORING THE PEACE CORPS ON 
ITS 65TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 24, 2026 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the extraordinary im-
pact the Peace Corps has made on inter-

national communities and American citizens 
alike. This month, on its 65th anniversary, we 
honor the Peace Corps and the dedicated vol-
unteers who have served their country and 
helped better communities around the globe. 

On October 14, 1960, then-Senator John F. 
Kennedy announced in a speech at the Uni-
versity of Michigan an innovative new idea— 
the establishment of an American organization 
that would send volunteers abroad to foster 
mutual understanding, build relationships, and 
develop educational, economic, and agricul-
tural opportunities in underserved commu-
nities. Soon, the Peace Corps was born, and 
the first group of volunteers left for Ghana on 
August 28, 1961. 

Throughout its history, the Peace Corps has 
continued to send dedicated and talented 
Americans across the globe to assist in health, 
education and economic development as well 
as partake in other progressive projects to 
help those in need throughout the world. 
Peace Corps volunteers represent the best of 
the United States and the undimmed potential 
of ‘‘soft power’’ initiatives that help make our 
world a better place. Through emersion in and 
supportive engagement with host commu-
nities, Peace Corps volunteers help to show 
the world an uplifting side of the United States 
that values peace, prosperity and progress not 
just in this country, but throughout the world. 
I have long been a supporter of this program, 
including supporting increased funding for it— 
and I hope, we can provide an increase in FY 
2027—as well as cosponsored legislation in-
troduced by my good friend, Congresswoman 
BETTY MCCOLLUM, to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Peace Corps volunteers to rec-
ognize the dedication and devotion and spirit 
of public service that has guided their hard 
work and sacrifice. 

Although President Kennedy first estab-
lished the Peace Corps by Executive Order 
and is rightly associated with it, there had 
been earlier proposals for an international 
service organization. And I want to point out 
the role that former Wisconsin Congressman 
Henry S. Reuss played. In fact, before Ken-
nedy’s Michigan speech, Representative 
Reuss created a proposal for what he referred 
to as a ‘‘Point Four Youth Corps,’’ an idea that 
later evolved into the Peace Corps, and he 
spearheaded the House legislation to author-
ize this program. 

Since its inception, Peace Corps volunteers 
have gone above and beyond in fulfilling their 
mission through community-based develop-
ment. More than 240,000 volunteers, 6,577 of 
them Wisconsinites, have devoted themselves 
to service in six different sectors, including ag-
riculture, economic development, education, 
environment, health, and youth development. 

In the Peace Corps Act, Congress declared 
it the policy of the United States to ‘‘promote 
world peace and friendship through a Peace 
Corps . . . available to interested countries 
and areas men and women of the United 
States qualified for service abroad and willing 
to serve, under conditions of hardship if nec-
essary’’ to help ‘‘promote a better under-
standing of the American people on the part of 
the peoples served and a better understanding 
of other peoples on the part of the American 
people’’. Sixty-five years later, the Peace 
Corps is as relevant as ever and probably 
even more needed. 

By living alongside the community they 
serve, volunteers develop lifelong friendships 
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