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their health insurance through dev-
astating cuts to Medicaid and the expi-
ration of the Enhanced Premium Tax 
Credits under the Affordable Care Act, 
which turned 16 yesterday. 

That was personal to me. I was preg-
nant. Matter of fact, I was the first 
member of the Virginia House of Dele-
gates to be pregnant while in office 16 
years ago when Congress passed the Af-
fordable Care Act. I remember how ex-
cited I was that this law could move 
mountains in solving the maternal 
healthcare crisis, which was on my 
mind in my first trimester of preg-
nancy. I was so excited that for the 
first time prenatal visits, postnatal 
visits, and breastfeeding counseling 
and equipment would be covered by 
health insurance. I was excited that for 
the first time pregnancy would not be 
a preexisting condition that could lead 
to the denial of health insurance for a 
woman. 

b 2000 

I was excited that Virginia had an 
opportunity to expand Medicaid and 
create our own State-based healthcare 
exchange. So you can imagine my frus-
tration when my Republican colleagues 
who were in control at the time said we 
are not doing that. But like many 
Black women before me, I persisted. 
We fought and fought until we finally 
convinced enough Republicans in 2018 
to expand Medicaid. 

In 2020, we finally created the Vir-
ginia-based healthcare exchange, and 
we saw health outcomes improve, par-
ticularly for pregnant and not preg-
nant Black women. We saw the sta-
tistic begin to turn around where no 
longer would a Black woman be three 
times more likely to die within a year 
of childbirth because before she was 
pregnant she got connected to a med-
ical home and could get the care she 
needed for underlying healthcare con-
ditions that made the pregnancy more 
risky. All of that is now under attack. 

On Monday, I checked to see the im-
pact that the expiration of the en-
hanced premium tax credits had on the 
Virginia marketplace now that we have 
had our first open enrollment since 
they expired. Mr. Speaker, 19,000 Vir-
ginians didn’t renew because they 
couldn’t afford the premium. About 
20,000 Virginians renewed but then ter-
minated their coverage because they 
couldn’t afford the premiums. 

Families like Lester and Yolanda 
Johnson and their 9-year-old daughter 
have seen their premiums go from 
roughly $600 to over $1,000. I can under-
stand why so many of them are strug-
gling to decide: Can I afford that 
health insurance premium? 

As the President’s war of choice in 
Iran has seen gas prices spike, they are 
wondering: Can I afford to put gas in 
my tank? Can I afford that plane tick-
et? Can I afford that energy bill? 

As the tariff policies and this trade 
war continues to wreak havoc on gro-

cery prices, they are wondering which 
of these bills is going to give, and un-
fortunately, they are gambling that 
they are not going to get sick or in-
jured. They are still going to get sick 
or injured, and when they do they are 
going to show up at the hospital. They 
are going to be treated. Somebody is 
going to pay for that, and that is the 
rest of us. 

Whether it is access to healthcare, 
access to the vote, access to worker 
rights, access to equal pay, access to 
equality under the law, we have made a 
lot of progress, and all of that progress 
is being chipped away as we speak. 

But the women of the Congressional 
Black Caucus are persistent. Yes, we 
are fighting the same fights as other 
mothers, our grandmothers, and our 
great-grandmothers, and we could be 
angry about that. We would have every 
right to be. We could be despondent. 
We could give up, but we don’t because 
we fight those fights from a position of 
more strength and power than our an-
cestors ever imagined. We fight those 
fights so that our daughters and our 
granddaughters and our great-grand-
daughters don’t have to, but if they do, 
they will fight those fights from a posi-
tion of more strength and power than 
we can imagine. 

As for me personally—and this is why 
the President’s assault on our history 
is so offensive to me personally be-
cause we are telling those stories in my 
family, but they weren’t told in my 
history books. For a long time they 
weren’t told in our public museums and 
our public spaces. Now, we have begun 
to tell the stories. Under the Presi-
dent’s DEI executive order many of 
those stories are being removed. 

The President seems obsessed with 
slavery and not wanting anybody to 
talk about it. He thinks we talk too 
much about it. But slavery is the origi-
nal sin of this country. Slavery is the 
original wound that is still gaping in 
this country because it never healed. It 
never healed because we didn’t talk 
about it, and we didn’t address it. And 
just like any wound caused by a family 
member, if you don’t talk about it and 
then address it, it festers. It festers 
until it is infected, and then comes 
death. 

What the President misses about 
that history is how it inspires and how 
it can keep us going. 

My family is coming here for spring 
break on Friday. My kids came last 
year, as well. It was a vote week. So, as 
we always do, we went to all of the 
Smithsonian museums. We went to The 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture, and we went to 
the exhibit on slavery. We went to the 
exhibit on the middle passage. As I 
stood in that exhibit, I imagined what 
it must have been like to be stolen 
from your home and your family, 
placed on a ship, the bowels of a ship, 
in inhumane conditions, treated like 
animals. I imagined how many people 

chose to jump because the alternative 
they feared when they arrived at these 
shores was worse than death. How 
many died because they couldn’t hold 
on? 

A year ago as I stood in that exhibit, 
a voice came to me and said: Somebody 
survived that so that you can be here 
in this moment in this fight in this 
time. That is what keeps us going. We 
remember the pain and the joy and the 
fight and the progress of our ancestors. 
We owe it to them to build on their 
success and to tell their stories even 
when they are uncomfortable, the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. 

Black History Month and Women’s 
History Month and every other history 
month allows us to focus in on stories 
that for too often in our history went 
untold. Yet, we have agencies at the 
Federal Government from the Depart-
ment of Defense on down that don’t 
even recognize those months or allow 
their employees to. We have an admin-
istration that threatens and bullies 
private companies if they try to. 

We have to tell the story. We owe it 
to those that came before us who lived 
it to tell the stories because how many 
people do you think knew when they 
voted for the Domestic Workers Bill of 
Rights that the women who held those 
roles who were mostly Black and 
Brown didn’t have the same rights that 
they took for granted? I can tell you 
very few did until they were told. They 
had no reason to. 

We are going to continue to tell these 
stories. We are going to continue to 
fight for that progress. We are going to 
continue to be the conscience of the 
Congress even when the Congress 
doesn’t want to hear from us. We are 
going to hold this President account-
able, and we are going to make him lis-
ten to the stories even when he wants 
to shut us up because that is why we 
are here. 

Shirley Chisholm told us that if they 
don’t create a seat at the table, bring a 
folding chair. She didn’t want us to 
just sit there and be quiet. She wanted 
us to speak truth to power. She wanted 
us to continue her work and the work 
of everyone that came before her. We 
are going to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone for 
their attention tonight, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Wednesday, 
March 25, 2026, at 10 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate. 
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EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first quarter 
of 2026, pursuant to Public Law 95–384, are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO MEXICO, EXPENDED BETWEEN FEB. 5 AND FEB. 9, 2026 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Hon. Michael McCaul .............................................. 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,194.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,194.00 
Hon. Henry Cuellar .................................................. 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Hon. Salud Carbajal ................................................ 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Hon. Lou Correa ....................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Hon. Carlos Gimenez ............................................... 2 /5 2 /6 Mexico ................................................... .................... 760.00 .................... (3)/518.16 .................... .................... .................... 1,278.16 
Hon. Michael Cloud ................................................. 2 /5 2 /7 Mexico ................................................... .................... 760.00 .................... (3)/278.96 .................... .................... .................... 1,038.96 
Hon. Dan Meuser ..................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Hon. Beth Van Duyne .............................................. 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Courtney Butcher ..................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Brittany Smith ......................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Meghan McCann ...................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Rachel Walker .......................................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Cole Ireland ............................................................. 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Matthew McLaughlin ............................................... 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 
Dr. Brian Monahan .................................................. 2 /5 2 /9 Mexico ................................................... .................... 2,193.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 2,193.00 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 30,827.12 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON, Mar. 9, 2026. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 

communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3105. A letter from the Administrator, 
Specialty Crops Program, Agricultural Mar-
keting Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Paper and Paper-Based Packaging Pro-
motion, Research and Information Order 
Termination [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-25-0353] re-
ceived March 16, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3106. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of War, transmitting a notification 
of a determination that the use of products 
or services of Anthropic, PBC, including its 
subordinate, subsidiary, and affiliated offices 
or entities, doing business under various 
names, and all successors or assigns thereof 
in the Department of War covered procure-
ments presents a significant supply chain 
risk and that the use of sections 4713 au-
thorities is necessary to protect our national 
security, pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 4713 note; 
Public Law 117-263, Sec. 5949(i)(2); (136 Stat. 
3485); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–3107. A letter from the President and 
Chairman, Export-Import Bank, transmit-
ting a report involving U.S. exports to 
Egypt, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 
31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 2 (as added by Public 
Law 102-266, Sec. 102); (106 Stat. 95); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–3108. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, Federal Housing Finance Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s interim final rule — 
Amendment Reinstating ‘‘Grandfather’’ Ex-
ceptions to Restrictions on Private Transfer 
Fee Covenants (RIN: 2590-AB61) received 
March 16, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

EC–3109. A letter from the Administrator, 
Specialty Crops Program, Agricultural Mar-
keting Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Avocados Grown in South Florida and Im-
ported Avocados; Change in Maturity Re-
quirements [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-23-0084] re-
ceived March 16, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 

EC–3110. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration’s 2025 Report to Congress on 
Garrett Lee Smith (GLS) Campus Suicide 
Prevention Grant Program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3111. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s 2025 Report to Congress on Pro-
moting the Integration of Primary and Be-
havioral Health Care (PIPBHC) Grant Pro-
gram; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

EC–3112. A letter from the Acting Branch 
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — National Pri-
orities List [EPA-HQ-OLEM-2024-0067; FRL- 
11724.1-02-OLEM] received March 13, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3113. A letter from the Acting Branch 
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s interim final rule — Com-
mercial and Industrial Solid Waste Inciner-
ation Units: Temporary-Use Incinerators and 
Air Curtain Incinerators Used in Disaster 
Recovery; Rescission of Interim Final Rule 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2003-0119; FRL-12232-04-OAR] 
(RIN: 2060-AW43) received March 17, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3114. A letter from the Acting Branch 
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pol-
lutants: Polyether Polyols Production Indus-
try Review [EPA-HQ-OAR-2023-0282; FRL- 
10854-02-OAR] (RIN: 2060-AW01) received 
March 17, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3115. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0D, pursuant 
to the reporting requirements of Section 
36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export Control Act; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3116. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Report 
to Congress on Gifts Given to Foreign Indi-
viduals in Fiscal Year 2025; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3117. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0G, pursuant 
to the reporting requirements of Section 
36(b)(5)(C) of the Arms Export Control Act; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3118. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s FY 2025 Agency Financial Re-
port, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public 
Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by 
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

EC–3119. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s Office of Inspector General’s 
Semiannual Report to Congress covering the 
6-month period, which ended on September 
30, 2025; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

EC–3120. A letter from the Senior Advisor, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting two notifications of a dis-
continuation of service in acting role and a 
designation of acting officer, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); 
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–3121. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel for Operations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting 
three notifications of action on nomination, 
designation of acting officer, and discontinu-
ation of service in acting role, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); 
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–3122. A letter from the Director, Equal 
Employment Opportunity, Farm Credit Sys-
tem Insurance Corporation, transmitting the 
Corporation’s FY 2025 No FEAR Act report, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public 
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3241); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

EC–3123. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Peace Corps, transmitting the Corps’ Office 
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