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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GRIFFITH).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 26, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable H. MORGAN
GRIFFITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, our God, You are our help
and our deliverer. In these days of deci-
sion, grant us Your discernment, that
we may hear beyond the words of divi-
siveness and derision, that we may see
past the contest and the discontent,
but that we would bear witness to the
peace that is ours when we rest in You.

Do not delay. Do not hold back Your
guidance. We are weak in body, mind,
and spirit. But You are mightier than
anything that stands before us. Hold us
with Your powerful hand and lead us on
this journey.

Open to us the fountain of faith, the
healing waters of hope which flow from
Your grace. Reveal the pillar of cloud
and fire, reassuring us of Your abiding
presence, and shepherd us in these days
of unrest and uncertainty.

Ever our strength and shield, to You,
O God, we lift up our prayers in the
power of Your name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of
the last day’s proceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until noon on Thurs-
day, October 29, 2026.

Thereupon (at 12 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Thursday, Octo-
ber 29, 2026, at noon.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-4938. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s joint
interim final rule — Expanded Examination
Cycle for Certain Small Insured Depository
Institutions and U.S. Branches and Agencies
of Foreign Banks [Docket No.: R-1898] (RIN:
7100-AH28) received October 19, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

EC-4939. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Office of Health Plan Standards and
Compliance Assistance, Employee Benefits
Security Administration, Department of
Labor, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Transparency in Coverage (RIN: 1210-
AC30) received October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce.

EC-4940. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s
final rule — Allocation of Assets in Single-

Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions for
Valuing Benefits received October 19, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce.

EC-4941. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Designation of Pro-
pionyl Chloride as a List I Chemical [Docket
No.: DEA-1189] received September 23, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4942. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Schedules of Con-
trolled Substances: Placement of
Diphenidine in Schedule I [Docket No.:
DEA1155] received September 23, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4943. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Schedules of Con-
trolled  Substances: Placement of 3-
Methoxyphencyclidine (1-(1-(3-
Methoxyphenyl)cyclohexyl)piperidine) in
Schedule I [Docket No.: DEA-1146] received
September 23, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4944. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Ordering Schedule I
and II Controlled Substances Using DEA
Form 222; Technical Amendments [Docket
No.: DEA-1005] received September 23, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4945. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator, Diversion Control Divi-
sion, Drug Enforcement Administration, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Implementation of
the Substance Use-Disorder Prevention That
Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment
for Patients and Communities Act of 2018:
Dispensing and Administering Controlled
Substances for Medication-Assisted Treat-
ment [Docket No.: DEA-499] (RIN: 1117-ABb55)
September 23, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4946. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Schedules of Con-
trolled Substances: Placement of
Clonazolam, Diclazepam, Etizolam,
Flualprazolam, and Flubromazolam in
Schedule I of the Controlled Substances Act
[Docket No.: DEA-989] received September
23, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4947. A letter from the Acting Section
Chief, Drug Enforcement Administration,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s notice of proposed rulemaking —
Schedules of Controlled Substances; Re-
moval of Exemption Status for Inactive
Butalbital Products [Docket No.: DEA-1664]
(RIN: 1117-ZA08) received September 23, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4948. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Approval and
Promulgation of Implementation Plans; Ari-
zona; Revisions to the Cleaner Burning Gaso-
line, Winter Oxygenated Fuel, and Gasoline
Set-Aside Programs [EPA-R09-OAR-2023-0054;
FRL-12607-02-R9] received October 19, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4949. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Congressional and Intergov-
ernmental Relations, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting a report titled,
“FY 2025 Superfund Five-Year Review Re-
port to Congress’’, pursuant to Sec. 121(c) of
the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4950. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sory, Policy Division, Consumer and Govern-
mental Affairs Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Rules and Regulations
Implementing the Telephone Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 1991 [CG Docket No. 02-278] re-
ceived October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-4951. A letter from the Deputy Chief,
Space Bureau, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Satellite Spectrum Abundance
[SB Docket No. 25-180]; Spectrum Abundance
for Weird Space Stuff [SB Docket No. 26-54];
Expanding Use of the 12.7-13.25 GHz Band for
Mobile Broadband or Other Expanded Use
[GN Docket No. 22-352 (Terminated)]; Shared
Use of the 42-42.5 GHz Band [WT Docket No.
23-158 (Terminated)]; Use of Spectrum Bands
Above 24 GHz for Mobile Radio Services [GN
Docket No. 14-177] received October 19, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4952. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Media Bureau, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Amendment of
section 73.202(b) Table of Allotments, FM
Broadcast Stations (Whitehall, Michigan)
[MB Docket No.: 26-152] received October 26,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4953. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
direct final rule and issuance of environ-
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mental assessment — AP1000 Design Certifi-
cation Renewal [NRC-2026-2377] (RIN: 3150-
ALT70) received October 21, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-4954. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Deter-
mination Pursuant to Section 451 of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4955. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Ira-
nian Transactions and Sanctions Regula-
tions, received October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

EC-4956. A letter from the Chairman of the
Council, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting D.C. Act 26-448, ‘‘Medical Can-
nabis Licensing and Unlicensed Establish-
ment Enforcement Clarification Temporary
Amendment Act of 2026”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-4957. A letter from the Chairman of the
Council, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting D.C. Act 26-444, ‘‘Short-Term
Disability Insurance Benefit Protection
Clarification Amendment of 2026’°, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-4958. A letter from the Chairman of the
Council, Council of the District of Columbia,
transmitting D.C. Act 26-445, ‘“‘Food Policy
Council Procurement Amendment Act of
2026, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-4959. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of an action on nomination, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec.
1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-4960. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication of the intent to designate David
DeArms as Acting Inspector General of the
Department of Education (H. Doc. No. 119—
203); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform and ordered to be print-

ed.

EC-4961. A letter from the Director, Office
of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s tem-
porary final rule — Special Local Regula-
tion; Ponce Harbor, Ponce, PR [Docket Num-
ber: USCG-2026-1221] (RIN: 1625-AA08) re-
ceived October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-4962. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Domestic Listing, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Department of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered
Species Status for Key Ring-Necked Snake
and Rim Rock Crowned Snake [Docket No.:
FWS-R4-ES-2022-0022; FXES1111090FEDR-267-
FF09E21000] (RIN: 1018-BES84) received Octo-
ber 19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-4963. A letter from the Biologist, Office
of Protected Resources, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Takes

October 26, 2026

of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified
Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Inci-
dental to the Duckabush Estuary Restora-
tion Project in Washington [Docket No.:
260820-0009] (RIN: 0648-BN42) received October
19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-4964. A letter from the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Office of the Solicitor General, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting a letter con-
cluding that the restriction on the removal
of administrative law judges (ALJs) in the 5
U.S.C. 7521 violates the Constitution and
that the Department will not defend it in
court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 107-273, Sec. 202(a); (116 Stat. 1771); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-4965. A letter from the Ethics Counsel,
Ethics Law and Disclosure Division, Office of
Government Ethics, transmitting the Of-
fice’s final rule — Post-Employment Conflict
of Interest Restrictions; Revision of Depart-
mental Component Designations (RIN: 3209-
AAT2) received October 21, 2026, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-4966. A letter from the Executive Direc-
tor, Office of the Secretary Build America
Bureau, Department of Transportation,
transmitting a report on the financial per-
formance of the projects that are receiving,
or have received, assistance under the Trans-
portation Infrastructure Finance and Inno-
vation Act of 1998 (TIFIA) loan program, pur-
suant to 23 U.S.C. 609(a); Public Law 105-178,
Sec. 1503(a) (amended by Public Law 114-94,
Sec. 2001(h)); (129 Stat. 1444); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-4967. A letter from the Attorney Ad-
viser, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Repealing
Outdated Railroad Workplace Safety Re-
quirements and Making Other Improvements
[Docket No.: FRA-2025-0083] (RIN: 2130-AD44)
received October 21, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4968. A letter from the Attorney Ad-
viser, Federal Railroad Administrator, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Expanding
Certain Locomotive Wheel Set Diameter
Variations [Docket No.: FRA-2025-0126] (RIN:
2130-AD50) received October 21, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4969. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Development Division, Office of Pol-
icy, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Clarification to the Applicability of Emer-
gency Exemptions; Response to Petitions for
Reconsideration [Docket No.: FMCSA-2025-
0124] (RIN: 2126-ACT77) received October 19,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-4970. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Congressional and Intergov-
ernmental Relations, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, transmitting the Long Island
Sound 2024 Report to Congress, pursuant to
33 U.S.C. 1269(f)(1); June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title
I, Sec. 119 (as amended by Public Law 115-270,
Sec. 4104(a)); (132 Stat. 3874); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-4971. A letter from the Director, Regu-
lations and Disclosure Law Division, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Department
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of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Indefinite Suspen-
sion of the De Minimis Exemption for Mail
Shipments and New Postal Informal Entry
Process; Delayed Compliance Extension
(RIN: 1685-AA45) received October 21, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

EC-4972. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s IRB only rule — Fixed Investment
Trusts Staking Digital Assets (Revenue Pro-
cedure 2026-20) received October 19, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

EC-4973. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s final regulations — Non-Applica-
bility of Section 357(c) to Consolidated
Groups [TD 10059] (RIN: 1545-BJ87) received
October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-4974. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s notice — Extension of the Phase-in
Period for the Enforcement and Administra-
tion of Section 871(m) [Notice 2026-61] re-
ceived October 19, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-4975. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s temporary regulations — Federal
Scholarship Tax Credit [TD: 10057] (RIN:
1545-BS17) received October 19, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 10908. A bill to implement Universal
Savings Accounts and expand transparency,
competition, and patient rights in health
care; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. ScoTT of Vir-
ginia, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
DAvis of Illinois, Ms. SIMON, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
and Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 10909. A bill to amend the Death in
Custody Reporting Act of 2013 to require sub-
mission of reports to the Director of the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committees on Home-
land Security, and Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GALLAGHER:

H.R. 10910. A bill to amend the Animal
Welfare Act to provide for the protection of
companion animals held or cared for at cer-
tain facilities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself, Mr.
FINSTAD, and Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina):
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H.R. 10911. A Dbill to amend the Animal
Health Protection Act to establish a U.S.
Swine health improvement plan as a vol-
untary program to be administered by the
Secretary of Agriculture in cooperation with
the States and the swine industry to prevent
the introduction into the United States of,
and to monitor for, diseases that threaten
swine health, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. MEEKS,
Mr. BACON, Ms. MCBRIDE, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 10912. A bill to amend the Arms Ex-
port Control Act to address third party
transfers of certain defense articles for
Ukraine, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 10913. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to make adul-
terated food containing certain preserva-
tives, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. MCCLELLAN (for herself, Ms.
SALINAS, and Ms. BROWN):

H.R. 10914. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to improve assistance for socially disadvan-
taged farmers and ranchers and veteran
farmers and ranchers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. MCCORMICK:

H.R. 10915. A bill to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to develop new standards, meth-
odologies, and recommendations with re-
spect to the cybersecurity of cloud-based in-
frastructure, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, and in addition to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself and Ms.
PETTERSEN):

H.R. 10916. A bill to require the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to jointly develop a strategy to increase
the use of aquatic restoration and conserva-
tion activities in wildfire risk mitigation
and post-fire recovery efforts, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 10917. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to select and implement land-
scape-scale forest restoration projects, to as-
sist communities in increasing their resil-
ience to wildfire, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Natural Re-
sources, Energy and Commerce, and Edu-
cation and Workforce, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BELL (for himself and Mr.
BACON):

H. Res. 1639. A resolution supporting the
designation of October 26, 2026, as the ‘‘Day
of the Deployed’”’; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mrs. KIM (for herself and Mrs.
BEATTY):

H. Res. 1640. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of October 2026, as
‘““National Financial Planning Month’’; to
the Committee on Financial Services.
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By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. BERA, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr.
KHANNA, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. AMO, Ms.
ANSARI, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. BACON,
Ms. BALINT, Mr. BARR, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BELL,
Mr. BEYER, Mrs. BICE, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. BISHOP, Mr. BLAIR, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
BROWN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms.
BYNUM, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. CARTER
of Louisiana, Mr. CASAR, Mr. CASE,
Mr. CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. CHU, Mr.
CISCOMANI, Mr. CISNEROS, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr.
CLINE, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
CONAWAY, Mr. CORREA, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. CROW, Mr.
CUELLAR, Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. DEAN
of Pennsylvania, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DELUZIO,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. DESJARLAIS,
Ms. DEXTER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. DoG-
GETT, Mr. DUNN of Florida, Ms.
ELFRETH, Mr. ELLZEY, Ms. ESCOBAR,
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. FEENSTRA, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. FIGURES,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. FLEISCHMANN,
Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. FOSTER, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. Lols FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida,
Ms. FRIEDMAN, Mr. FRrROST, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. GAR-
CIA of California, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Ms.
GILLEN, Mr. GIMENEZ, Ms. PEREZ, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. VICENTE
GONZALEZ of Texas, Ms. GOODLANDER,
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. GRAY, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Mrs. GRIJALVA, Mrs.
HAYES, Mr. HERNANDEZ, Mr. HIMES,
Mrs. HINSON, Mr. HORSFORD, Ms.
HOULAHAN, Mr. HOYER, Ms. HOYLE of
Oregon, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. IVEY, Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. JOYCE
of Ohio, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms.
KAPTUR, Mr. KEATING, Mr. KELLY of
Mississippi, Ms. KELLY of Illinois,
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. KEN-
NEDY of New York, Mrs. Kim, Mr.
LAHOOD, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. LARSEN
of Washington, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. LATIMER, Mr. LAWLER,
Ms. LEE of Nevada, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
LICCARDO, Mr. LIEU, Ms. LOFGREN,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MACKENZIE, Mr. MAG-
AZINER, Mr. MANNION, Ms. MATSUI,
Mrs. MCBATH, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mrs.
McCLAIN DELANEY, Ms. MCCLELLAN,
Mr. McCORMICK, Ms. McCOLLUM, Ms.
MCDONALD RIVET, Mr. MCGARVEY,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr.
MEEKS, Ms. MEJIA, Mr. MENEFEE, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. MENG, Mr. MEUSER,
Mr. MFUME, Mr. MIN, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. MORELLE, Ms. MORRI-
SON, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. MRVAN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. NEAL, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. OLSZEWSKI, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
PALLONE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PAPPAS,
Ms. PELOSI, Mr. PETERS, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Ms. PINGREE, Ms.
PLASKETT, Mr. PoCAN, Ms. Pou, Mr.
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QUIGLEY, Ms. RANDALL, Mr. RASKIN,
Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr. ROSE,
Ms. Ross, Mr. Ruiz, Mr. RYAN, Ms.
SALINAS, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. SCOTT of
Virginia, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. SIMON,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. SMITH
of Nebraska, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr.
SORENSEN, Mr. SOTO, Ms. STANSBURY,

Mr. STANTON, Mr. STAUBER, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. STEIL, Ms. STEVENS,
Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. SU0zzI, Mrs.

SYKES, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. TENNEY, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania, Ms. TIiTUus, Ms. TLAIB,
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Mrs. TORRES of California, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Mr. TRAN, Mr. TURNER of
Ohio, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. VAN DREW,

Mr. VARGAS, Mr. VASQUEzZ, Mr.
VEASEY, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,  Mr.
VINDMAN,  Mrs.  WAGNER,  Mr.
WALKINSHAW, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. WATERS, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr.

WHITESIDES, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. WITTMAN,

Mr. WOMACK, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms.
UNDERWOOD, and Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois):

H. Res. 1641. A resolution honoring the con-
tributions of Indian Americans and sup-
porting the designation of July as ‘‘Indian
American Heritage Month”; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

ML-137. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Legislature of the State of Lou-
isiana, relative to House Resolution No. 324,
to urge and request certain entities and med-
ical, public health, coding, and classification
authorities to review and revise medical ter-
minology relating to miscarriage and preg-
nancy loss to ensure that such terminology
is medically accurate, patient-centered,
compassionate and sensitive to women and
families experiencing the loss of an unborn
child; which was referred to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

ML-138. Also, a memorial of the House of
Representatives of the State of New Hamp-
shire, relative to House Resolution 20, re-
affirming the right for persons of all persua-
sions to keep and bear arms, and urging Con-
gress and the President to cease infringe-
ment upon Second Amendment rights and to
restore them where infringed; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 10908.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8: To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
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tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.
By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 10909.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Sec. 8, Clause 1, Clause 3, Clause
18

By Mr. GALLAGHER:

H.R. 10910.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority on which
this bill rests is the Necessary and Proper
Clause under Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of
the U.S. Constitution.

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 10911.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of the Congress to reg-
ulate commerce among the several States, as
enumerated in Article I, Section 8, Clause 3
of the United States Constitution.

A35

By Mr. KEATING:

H.R. 10912.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 10913.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. MCCLELLAN:

H.R. 10914.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution and Article I, Section 8,
Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. MCCORMICK:

H.R. 10915.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Necessary and Proper Clause (Article
I, Section 8, Clause 18)

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 10916.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 10917.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 7: Mr. RULLI and Mr. FULLER.

H.R. 58: Mr. CRANE.

H.R. 219: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 251: Mr. RULLI.

H.R. 588: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 637: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 685: Mr. FULLER and Mr. RULLI.

H.R. 786: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 1024: Mr. SCHNEIDER.

H.R. 1502: Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. VICENTE GON-
ZALEZ of Texas, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. LYNCH,
Mr. MULLIN, Ms. Ross, Ms. MEJIA, Mr.
MENEFEE, and Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 1551: Mr. SORENSEN.

H.R. 1773: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

. 2013: . THANEDAR.
. 2045: . BROWN.

. 2110: . SIMON.

. 2191: . SORENSEN.
. 2315: . RULLIL

. 3054: . CLEAVER.
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H.R. 3105: Mrs. FISCHBACH.
H.R. 3111: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.
H.R. 3127: Ms. SIMON and Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania.
H.R. 3544: Mr. BLAIR.
H.R. 3562: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia
and Mr. SUBRAMANYAM.
H.R. 3627: Mr. SUOZZI.
H.R. 4153: Mr. FONG.
H.R. 4185: . SCHAKOWSKY.
. 4398: . GOTTHEIMER.
. 4682: . IVEY.
. 4733: . WILLIAMS of Georgia.
. 4876: . AMo.
. 5020: . LOFGREN.
. 5159: Ms. BONAMICI.
. 5512: Mr. NORMAN.
. 6056: Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
QUIGLEY, and Ms. STANSBURY.
H.R. 6166: Ms. BALINT and Ms. HOYLE of Or-
egon.
H.R. 6170: Mr. THANEDAR.
H.R. 6213: Mrs. FISCHBACH and Mr. JORDAN.
H.R. 6466: Mr. RULLI and Mr. FULLER.
H.R. 6515: Mr. MCCORMICK.
H.R. 6635: Ms. UNDERWOOD.
H.R. 7188: Ms. MCCLELLAN.
H.R. 7480: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.
H.R. 7545: Ms. KAPTUR.
H.R. 7748: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania and
Ms. GOODLANDER.
H.R. 7815: Ms. TITUS.
H.R. 7867: Ms. FRIEDMAN.
H.R. 17945 Ms. SANCHEZ
GARAMENDI.
H.R. 7974:
H.R. 8007:
H.R. 8313:
H.R. 8385:
H.R. 8475:
H.R. 8540:
H.R. 8571:
H.R. 8707:
H.R. 8776:
H.R. 8894:
H.R. 8921:
H.R. 9090:
H.R. 9150:
H.R. 9177:
H.R. 9231:
H.R. 9253:
H.R. 9350:
H.R. 9401: Mr. STAUBER.
H.R. 9404: Mr. RUTHERFORD.
H.R. 9407: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia.
H.R. 9421: Mr. FINSTAD.
H.R. 9489: Mr. ROSE, Mr.
MILLS, and Ms. ELFRETH.
H.R. 9514: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.
H.R. 9561: Mr. DUNN of Florida.
H.R. 9681: Ms. NORTON.
H.R. 9915: Mrs. HOUCHIN.
H.R. 10131: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.
H.R. 10291: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Mr.
KHANNA.
H.R. 10359:
VINDMAN.
H.R. 10395:
H.R. 10405:
H.R. 10416:
H.R. 10421:
H.R. 10436:
H.R. 10437:
H.R. 10438: Ms. ADAMS.
H.R. 10444: Mr. VINDMAN.
H.R. 10473: Mr. MACKENZIE, Mr. DELUZIO,
and Mr. SUBRAMANYAM.
H.R. 10522: Mr. GOSAR.
H.R. 10530: Ms. WILSON of Florida.
H.R. 10532: Mr. FINE.
H.R. 10536: Mr. LIEU.
. 10634: . LOFGREN.
. 10681: . VINDMAN.
. 10682: . LOUDERMILK.
. 10717: . SCHAKOWSKY.
. 10773: Mrs. BI1GGS of South Carolina.
. 10779: Mr. MEEKS.
. 10827: Mr. BRECHEEN.

and  Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

LEE of Nevada.
HARRIGAN.
MESSMER.
LOFGREN.
BONAMICI.
DELUZIO.
VAN DUYNE.
BROWN.
KING-HINDS.
LYNCH.
CLINE.
LOFGREN.
GILLEN.
STRICKLAND.
DELUZIO.
NORTON.
ESPAILLAT.

MANNION, Mr.

Mr. THANEDAR and Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.

Ms.

VINDMAN.

COSTA.

HARDER of California.
BALINT.

ADAMS.

ADAMS.
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H.R. 10866: Mr. MANNION and Ms. HOYLE of H. Res. 1187: Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. DAVIS of
Oregon. North Carolina, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. JACK-

H.R. 10870: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
H.R. 10871: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 10877: Ms. TENNEY. Mr. QUIGLEY.
H.J.Res. 108: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mr. H. Res. 1572:
BLAIR. H. Res. 1586:
H.J.Res. 135: Mr. BEYER, Ms. ESCOBAR, and H. Res. 1593:
Mr. LANDSMAN. H. Res. 1594:
H.J.Res. 189: Mr. THANEDAR. H. Res. 1610:
H. Con. Res. 44: Ms. ELFRETH. H. Res. 1622:

SON of Illinois, Ms. SIMON, and Ms. MCBRIDE.
H. Res. 1479: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.

LIEU.

SIMON.
MENENDEZ.
BROWNLEY.
MALLIOTAKIS.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

PT-20. The SPEAKER presented a petition
of Micheline Baptiste, relative to partici-
pating in judicial activity and seeking pro-
fessional service; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.



R
& s

) S
X 1
e dl)ES
7 X
y N
R

X
T 5
=7
20
<4
7

United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 19 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 172

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2026

No. 164

The Senate met at 5:30 and 1 second
p.m. and was called to order by the
Honorable CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS, a Sen-
ator from the State of Wyoming.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

Senate

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the following letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 26, 2026.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CYNTHIA M. LUMMIS, a
Senator from the State of Wyoming, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. LUMMIS thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2026, AT 2 P.M.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate stands adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Thursday, October 29, 2026.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:30 and 38
seconds p.m., adjourned until Thurs-
day, October 29, 2026, at 2 p.m.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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HONORING WILNER MAXY

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Reverend Wilner
Maxy, a well respected religious leader, and
dedicated community and international activist,
who has served as an inspiration and beacon
of hope for Haitian-Americans and Haitian Im-
migrants in South Florida.

Reverend Maxy is one of the founding
members of Emmanuel Haitian Baptist
Church, which was established in Miami, in
1973. He was appointed pastor of the church
in 1983. Under his leadership, the congrega-
tion has grown from 200 members to over
1,300, and the church has become an integral
part of the surrounding community.

During the 1980’s, Reverend Maxy assisted
thousands of Haitian refugees, arriving in
South Florida, with housing and job assist-
ance. He created a scholarship program that
has helped dozens of young men and women
attend Seminary College. Reverend Maxy has
expanded the church’s outreach programs to
include the support of eight churches and
three schools in Haiti.

Reverend Maxy has been a driving force in
the community surrounding Emmanuel Haitian
Baptist Church and because of his efforts to
fight crime and drugs, he has been awarded
the key to the City of Miami. Reverend Maxy
has also has been recognized for his achieve-
ment and contributions with the designation of
April 1, 2011, as Reverend Wilner Maxy Day,
by the City of North Miami.

In addition to his participation in numerous
community service organizations, Reverend
Maxy has served as a dedicated liaison be-
tween Miami-Dade County’s religious commu-
nities, and local and statewide governments.

Please join me in honoring Reverend Wilner
Maxy for his commitment, dedication and serv-
ice to our community.

————

HONORING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PLUCKEMIN PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. KEAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the 175th anniversary of Pluckemin Pres-
byterian Church in Bedminster Township, New
Jersey. For one hundred and seventy-five
years, the church has supported Christian
families from around New Jersey. Since its es-
tablishment in 1851, Pluckemin Presbyterian
Church has served as a cornerstone of spir-
itual fulfillment through Sunday Worship, and a
variety of community annual events that bring
families together. Under the leadership of Rev.

lan Rankine and Rev. Dr. Maureen Paterson,
the church continues to embrace traditional
Presbyterian values while creating space for
new ideas.

This year's milestone celebrates Pluckemin
Presbyterian Church’s enduring dedication to
service. Their commitment to a wide range of
spiritual, social and charitable programs en-
ables new and old members alike to thrive
within a supportive environment. Their themed
services and holiday concerts create and cele-
brate genuine connections with church mem-
bers and the community.

Mr. Speaker, | offer my sincere gratitude to
Pluckemin Presbyterian Church for their un-
wavering dedication to enriching and uplifting
New Jersey’s Christian community. Their
175th anniversary stands as a significant mile-
stone in our state’s faith and cultural history.
We celebrate their rich legacy knowing that
the Pluckemin Presbyterian Church will con-
tinue to bless and uplift the community for
years to come.

RECOGNIZING SYDNEY POWERS
HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | rise to recognize and thank Syd-
ney Powers of Brookings, South Dakota, for
more than four years of dedication and service
to the people of South Dakota. Sydney was a
vital member of my policy team. Due to Syd-
ney’s hard work, persistence, and skill in navi-
gating complex legislative challenges, the
Center for Effective Lawmaking ranked me the
most effective lawmaker on tribal issues and
third most effective on transportation issues in
the 118th Congress.

While | have never served on the House
Committee on Natural Resources, my office
became the go-to office for tribal legislation
thanks to Sydney’s strong relationships with
the committee and her dedication to advo-
cating for South Dakota’s nine tribal nations.
During the Fiscal Year 2025 appropriations
process, she worked closely with committee
staff and tribal leaders. Her work helped se-
cure a significant 34 percent overall increase
in tribal law enforcement funding in the House
Interior and Environment appropriations bill.

| am most proud of Sydney’s work on the
Wounded Knee Massacre Memorial and Sa-
cred Site Act. After much collaboration be-
tween two tribal councils, the bill was first in-
troduced in 2023. The House passed it unani-
mously, and it was signed into law on Decem-
ber 19, 2025, just days before the 135th anni-
versary of the massacre.

Sydney’s success extended to the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and Judiciary Com-
mittees, where several bills she drafted ad-
vanced through the legislative process. She
also helped organize a behavioral health
roundtable at a critical time for our state, and
stakeholders continue to praise it.

I’'m grateful for Sydney’s years of service to
the people of South Dakota and for her com-
mitment to public service.

———

HONORING CLARENCE FRANK
BLANKENSHIP

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
true patriot, Mr. Frank Blankenship of Waco,
Kentucky. Mr. Blankenship, a veteran of the
United States Army and the United States Air
Force, celebrated his 101st birthday on Octo-
ber 16th.

Mr. Blankenship was born in Burdine, Ken-
tucky on October 16, 1925. Burdine is located
in Letcher County, in the heart of Kentucky’s
coal country. To avoid working in the coal
mines and looking for a better life, Mr.
Blankenship enlisted in the U.S. Army at the
age of 15, fudging about his age as other
young patriots did at the time. He enlisted on
April 9, 1941. He was stationed at Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii when Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked on December 7, 1941. He remained
with the Army throughout World War 1l in the
Pacific Theatre, being honorably discharged
on August 17, 1945.

Mr. Blankenship re-enlisted on February 5,
1948, this time joining the newly formed
United States Air Force. He served with the
2750th Air Base Wing stationed at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base in Ohio. He was an Air-
craft Mechanic Foreman and an Airplane In-
spector Il. Mr. Blankenship retired as Chief
Master Sergeant on November 30, 1963, and
was honorably discharged.

Mr. Blankenship went on to work for the
Bluegrass Army Depot (MRSA) as a civilian.
He retired again in 1987. He married the late
Judy Blankenship in 1969 and they have three
children; Randall (deceased), Pamela, and
Mark.

Frank Blankenship is a true patriot, a great
American, and an inspiration to us all. | am
forever grateful to him and his fellow soldiers
who sacrificed so much in service to our na-
tion. They are indeed the Greatest Generation.
It is my honor to recognize his service and his
101st birthday before the United States Con-
gress.

————

HONORING TRICIA BRUNSON ON
HER RETIREMENT

HON. JIMMY PATRONIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. PATRONIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Tricia Brunson on her retirement

after nearly 30 years with the Niceville-
Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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Since 1996, Tricia has been a driving force
behind the growth of our local business com-
munity. From helping build the Chamber’s
headquarters and visitors center to supporting
local businesses through the COVID-19 pan-
demic, she has spent her career bringing peo-
ple together and making Northwest Florida
stronger.

Tricia’s commitment to this community ex-
tends far beyond her work at the Chamber.
Through her service to our schools, military in-
stallations, public safety organizations, and
disaster relief efforts, she has made a lasting
difference in the lives of the people she
serves.

Tricia believes there is room for every busi-
ness to succeed, and she has spent nearly
three decades turning that belief into action.
Northwest Florida is better because of her
leadership, dedication, and commitment to
helping others.

| thank Tricia for all she has done for our
community and congratulate her on a well-de-
served retirement. | wish her all the best in
this next chapter.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROCKY’'S ACE HARD-
WARE

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize an extraordinary milestone for a cher-
ished New England institution: the 100th anni-
versary of Rocky’s Ace Hardware, a family-
owned business that has served generations
of customers with integrity, expertise, and an
unwavering commitment to our community.

Rocky’s Ace Hardware began on March 6,
1926, when founder Rocco “Rocky” Falcone
opened a hardware store in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts, on the corner of Main and Union
streets. From its inception, the store has re-
flected Rocky’s belief that a hardware busi-
ness should do more than sell tools; it should
help people solve problems. One century and
four generations later, it is that philosophy that
has continued to guide the company.

When the Great Depression struck, Rocky
adapted by transforming the store into
“Rocky’s Rental,” ensuring that local families
who could not afford to purchase equipment
could still access the tools they so desperately
needed. This spirit of innovation and sense of
community is what enabled Rocky’s to earn
the trust and loyalty of generations of cus-
tomers.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Rocky’s
evolved into a trusted neighborhood hardware
store, known not only for its products, but for
the knowledgeable employees who offered ad-
vice, guidance, and a friendly face. It wasn’t
long until Rocky’s son Jim and his daughter
Claire took over the business, helping to fur-
ther grow the company while remaining true to
the values instilled by their father.

Today, under the leadership of Rocco’s
grandson, Rocco Falcone II, and with the
dedication of the fourth generation of the
Falcone family, including Johnny Falcone,
Rocky’s has grown to 50 stores across Amer-
ica. The company now employs more than
850 team members, each committed to the
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same values that Rocco established a century
ago. Despite its growth, Rocky’s has never
lost sight of its roots. It remains proudly family-
owned, community-oriented, and steadfast in
its mission of helping people solve problems.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Rocky’s Ace Hardware on
this milestone anniversary. For 100 years, this
establishment has exemplified the best of
American small business—resilience, innova-
tion, and a commitment to service—and the
Falcone family stands as a testament to what
can be achieved when a business remains
true to its values. We wish them and their
dedicated employees continued success for
the next hundred years.

———

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SHARING TECHNOLOGY
ENHANCING LOCAL LIBRARY AC-
CESS (STELLA)

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. KEAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
memorate the 40th anniversary of Sharing &
Technology Enhancing Local Library Access
(STELLA). Since its founding in October 1986,
STELLA has fostered increased cooperation
and resource sharing among independent
public libraries in New Jersey. Over the last
four decades, STELLA has grown into a con-
sortium of 44 member libraries serving com-
munities across Union, Middlesex, and Mon-
mouth Counties.

STELLA has enabled its member libraries to
provide New Jersey residents with broader ac-
cess to library resources, services, technology,
expertise, and educational opportunities, all
while maintaining their individual identities and
connections to their local communities. Rep-
resenting 1.4 million residents across six Con-
gressional Districts, STELLA plays a vital role
in providing equitable access to information,
educational resources, cultural opportunities,
and lifelong learning.

| wish to express my gratitude for the library
professionals, trustees, volunteers, and com-
munities whose commitment to public libraries
has created new opportunities for learning and
innovation. | commend STELLA for its four
decades of collaboration and service to New
Jersey communities, and | am confident it will
continue its vital work for the next 40 years
and beyond.

———
HONORING 102-YEAR-OLD SUMMIT
COUNTY, CO, WWII VETERAN

STUART GORDON
HON. JOE NEGUSE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a remarkable member of the Sum-
mit County, Colorado, community and World
War Il veteran, Mr. Stuart Gordon.

Affectionately known as “Boot,” Mr. Gordon
celebrated his 102nd birthday earlier this year.
He has led a remarkable life as a veteran, ed-
ucator, author, artist, and mentor to genera-
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tions of Coloradans, and he has enriched the
Summit County community by living life to the
fullest and bringing others along for the ride.

Mr. Gordon’s story of service to our country
began long before he made Colorado his
home. He served as an Air Force fighter pilot
during both World War Il and the Korean War,
flying with three different fighter squadrons. He
earned his nickname “Boot” after jumping out
of an Air Force plane during training; his para-
chute malfunctioned and opened seconds be-
fore he would have hit the ground at 130 miles
per hour, causing his boots to fly off his feet.
Mr. Gordon’s military service was a formative
experience for him, and he continues to attend
the annual Memorial Day ceremony in Dillon,
Colorado. We are honored that Mr. Gordon
shares lessons from his military service with
younger generations of Coloradans.

In the 1970s, Mr. Gordon settled in
Silverthorne and hand-built his legendary
home, which is nicknamed the “Foam Dome”
for its 15 interconnected igloo-like domes. He
quickly became part of the fabric of the local
community. He taught English, history, and the
arts, and he has spent much of his life on the
slopes as a ski instructor. He taught himself to
ski at five years old, and he found himself at
home in the beautiful mountains of Summit
County.

Even in his retirement, Mr. Gordon has con-
tinued to prioritize connection with his commu-
nity. He has accomplished everything on his
personal “adventure” bucket list (such as trav-
eling in a hot air balloon, swimming in both the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and visiting the
Great Wall of China), so now he’s embarking
on a second bucket list focused on helping
others. He has shared his unique home with
more than 100 different tenants.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Gordon and thanking him
for his service to our country and to the Sum-
mit County community. At 102 years old, Mr.
Gordon has witnessed an extraordinary
amount of history, but he has also helped
make a little bit of history himself. | am grate-
ful that he has chosen to make Summit Coun-
ty his home, and | am proud to represent him
in Congress. Boot, thank you for your service,
your contributions to our community, and the
example you continue to set for all of us.

————

HONORING THE NOMINATION OF
THE UNITED STATES AGENCY
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOP-
MENT FOR THE NOBEL PEACE
PRIZE

HON. JAMES R. WALKINSHAW

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. WALKINSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the nomination of the
United States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) for the Nobel Peace Prize by
former Liberian President and Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

For more than six decades, USAID rep-
resented the best of American leadership
abroad. Established by President John F. Ken-
nedy in 1961, the agency helped prevent fam-
ine, combat infectious diseases, strengthen
democratic institutions, and rebuild commu-
nities devastated by war and natural disasters.
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Its work saved millions of lives and advanced
the cause of peace around the world.

President Sirleaf knows the importance of
that work firsthand. As Liberia emerged from a
devastating civil war, USAID helped restore
essential services, rebuild democratic institu-
tions, and support the country’s recovery. Dur-
ing the Ebola epidemic, USAID helped Liberia
confront another national emergency by co-
ordinating response and relief efforts. In her
nomination, President Sirleaf describes the
agency’s contributions to her country’s recov-
ery and to international development over
more than six decades.

USAID’s accomplishments extend far be-
yond Liberia. The agency played an essential
role in the global campaign to eradicate small-
pox, the Green Revolution that dramatically
expanded agricultural production, and the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief,
which has saved millions of lives. Through
Food for Peace and the Famine Early Warning
Systems Network, USAID helped prevent hu-
manitarian catastrophes before they occurred.
Its investments in education, women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, and democratic govern-
ance strengthened societies and addressed
the root causes of conditions that can con-
tribute to conflict.

These achievements were made possible by
generations of dedicated public servants, in-
cluding thousands of Americans from Northern
Virginia who devoted their careers to advanc-
ing our country’s humanitarian and national
security interests.

This nomination comes at a consequential
moment. The Trump administration’s disman-
tling of USAID has disrupted lifesaving pro-
grams, undermined decades of American in-
vestments, and weakened our nation’s ability
to respond to humanitarian crises. The con-
sequences will be felt by vulnerable commu-
nities around the world and by the United
States, which has long understood that pre-
venting instability abroad is essential to our
security at home.

The Nobel Peace Prize recognizes those
who advance peace among nations. USAID’s
history demonstrates that peace is not
achieved through diplomacy alone. It is also
advanced when children survive preventable
diseases, families have enough to eat, demo-
cratic institutions take root, and communities
recover from conflict.

Mr. Speaker, | commend President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf for nominating USAID for the
Nobel Peace Prize. | also recognize the gen-
erations of USAID employees and humani-
tarian partners whose service made this nomi-
nation possible. Their work represents an ex-
traordinary American contribution to the cause
of peace, and their legacy deserves to be pre-
served and honored.

HONORING ED BRAYNON, JR.

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to to include in the RECORD a proclama-
tion recognizing and honoring Dr. Ed Braynon,
Jr., a life-long community servant, role model
and mentor of West Park:

Whereas, During his sixty eight years of
membership in the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Inc. Dr. Braynon has served as basileus
(president) of Sigma Alpha Chapter (five
years); Florida State Representative (four
years); First Vice Seventh District Representa-
tive (Alabama, Florida, Georgia and Mis-
sissippi) four years; Seventh District Rep-
resentative (three years); First Vice Grand
Basileus (three years); Grand Basileus (three
years);

Whereas, Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church’s outreach ministries have for decades
extended a helping hand to those in need and
restored hope and dignity in their darkest
hour;

Whereas, Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church’s open door policy, since its founding,
has provided a place of worship for anyone
seeking the Word of God;

Whereas, Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church is rich in tradition and history, and has
played a major role in shaping the City of
West Park and fostering relationships between
the church, the community and local govern-
ment;

Whereas, Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church continues to be a beacon of light,
hope and faith in South Florida; and

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a member of the United
States House of Representatives, representing
the 24th Congressional District of Florida,
commend Gethsemane Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of Pastor Newell
D. Tucker and for its commitment, dedication
and service to God, the City of West Park and
South Florida.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE U.S. SWINE
HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLAN
ACT OF 2026

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
join my colleagues, Mr. FINSTAD of Minnesota
and Mr. DAvis of North Carolina, in introducing
the “U.S. Swine Health Improvement Plan
Act” to formally establish and codify in U.S.
law a voluntary program to be administered by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture for pork
farms, pig breeding facilities, and swine pro-
ducers to certify that herds meet rigorous
standards to prevent, detect, and respond to
animal diseases, and to allow for greater mar-
ketability of U.S. pork products in international
markets.

The U.S. Swine Health Improvement Plan,
known as “U.S. SHIP,” was established in
2020 as a voluntary Federal-State-Industry
pilot program using grant funds awarded by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The pilot
program enables covered swine facilities to re-
ceive certifications upon meeting certain bio-
security, traceability, and surveillance stand-
ards for African Swine Fever and Classical
Swine Fever. Modeled on the National Poultry
Improvement Plan, which has successfully
served the poultry industry since 1935, U.S.
SHIP is a producer-driven program governed
from the ground up that now includes partici-
pation by 38 States. The House of Delegates,
composed of producers appointed by their
State pork producer associations and of State
animal health officials, votes each year on up-
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dates to the program’s standards, which are
then reviewed by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture for adoption. African Swine Fever and
Classical Swine Fever are two of the most
devastating swine-specific foreign animal dis-
eases threatening the U.S. domestic pig sup-
ply, international trade markets, and the liveli-
hoods of American pork producers. If either
disease were detected in the United States,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates
approximately 76 million domestic pigs would
be at risk. African Swine Fever has already
reached the Western Hemisphere, with con-
firmed cases in the Dominican Republic and
Haiti in 2021. Neither disease poses a risk to
human health or food safety, but the economic
consequences of an outbreak would be imme-
diate and severe. Since its establishment, the
U.S. SHIP pilot program’s certification frame-
work has helped hog farmers in selling healthy
and trusted swine and pork products both do-
mestically and internationally.

The bill 1 have introduced with my col-
leagues today, which is a companion to S.
4893 in the Senate, amends the Animal
Health Protection Act to build upon the U.S.
SHIP pilot program’s success by Congression-
ally authorizing the program and institutional-
izing it within the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. The bill would also set up the program
to address not only African Swine Fever and
Classical Swine Fever but any other disease
that may surface in the future and threaten the
American swine industry. Additionally, the bill
would establish a Federal advisory committee
to provide recommendations to the Secretary
of Agriculture on program administration and
to study problems related to swine health
more broadly and to recommend ways the
Secretary could assist the swine industry in
addressing such problems whether through
the U.S. SHIP program or otherwise. Notably,
a Federal advisory committee has been key to
the long-term success of the National Poultry
Improvement Plan, and it is essential for U.S.
SHIP to function as intended.

By increasing certainty for and expanding
the U.S. SHIP program, Congress can support
swine facilities in receiving health certifications
and strengthen the marketability of domestic
swine products. In doing so, we would bolster
our Nation’s agricultural trade economy and
help protect animal health, public health, and
the security of our food supply by preventing
future animal-disease outbreaks, a true “One
Health” approach. Further, by establishing the
U.S. SHIP program, creating certifications, and
enabling excess U.S. pork to reach inter-
national markets, we create a mechanism to
increase global demand for U.S. pork and in-
crease income for American pork producers.

Just as important, U.S. SHIP is a business
continuity tool. In an outbreak, farms that can-
not document their biosecurity, animal move-
ments, and disease surveillance risk being
locked in place, unable to move healthy pigs
to market or to the next stage of production,
with animal welfare and financial con-
sequences that can compound by the day.
Certification builds that record before a crisis
arises so that regulators can quickly distin-
guish healthy herds from affected ones and
keep commerce moving. A common national
standard also gives trading partners with the
United States a stronger basis to recognize
disease-free regions of the United States rath-
er than closing their markets to all U.S. pork.
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According to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, roughly one quarter of U.S. pork pro-
duction is exported abroad, valued at more
than $8 billion each year in recent years. Pro-
tecting that international market access pro-
tects the price every American pig farmer re-
ceives.

For Ohio, this is not abstract. Ohio’s 2,500
pig farmers raise pigs on 3,500 farms, many
of them family farms in Northwest Ohio, and
they are a major customer for Ohio corn and
soybean growers and support jobs in feed
mills, packing plants, trucking, and veterinary
practices across our State. Ohio pig farmers
have been active in U.S. SHIP since the pilot
program’s inception, and together with our
State animal health officials, they continue to
help write and refine its standards through the
program’s House of Delegates. That's one of
the reasons why | am stepping forward to in-
troduce this legislation with my colleagues.

This legislation also provides important pro-
tections for American consumers, Should an
outbreak of African Swine Fever or Classical
Swine Fever occur in the United States, export
markets could close overnight, the prices paid
to farmers would fall sharply, and herd losses
would ultimately disrupt the supply of an af-
fordable, nutritious protein and raise costs for
American families at a time when they can
least afford it. Our consumers, our pork pro-
ducers, and all those involved throughout the
supply chain would be harmed. This legislation
is about prevention and minimizing the risk of
such harm.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to advance this legislation whether through the
pending Farm Bill, another appropriate vehicle,
or as a standalone measure. | urge my col-
leagues, including the leadership of the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, to support it. | thank my
constituents, including Mr. Kevin Stuckey of
Hicksville in Defiance County, Ohio, for raising
issues important to the swine industry, such
as U.S. SHIP, and for his service as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Pork Producers Delegate Body.

HONORING LOUIS CONCEZIO
VITOLA

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Louis Concezio Vitola, a World War
Il veteran whose life reflects the values of pa-
triotism, faith, hard work, and devotion to fam-
ily.

Born on October 23, 1926, in South Phila-
delphia, Louis was the second of four children
born to Italian immigrants. After leaving high
school to help support his family when his fa-
ther became ill with cancer, Louis worked at
Heppenstall Steel Mill and Baldwin Loco-
motive, contributing to the production of equip-
ment essential to our Nation’s wartime efforts.
While working, he continued his education
through evening classes and earned his high
school diploma.

At just 18 years old, Louis was drafted into
the United States Army on February 7, 1945.
He served during World War Il and the post-
war occupation of the Philippines and Japan,
witnessing the historic events surrounding the
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end of the war. Assigned to the 77th Infantry
Division and later to a medical detachment, he
served as a dental hygienist, helping care for
his fellow service members. He earned the
Expert Infantry and M1 Rifle badges, the Good
Conduct Medal, the World War |l Victory
Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal,
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. He at-
tained the rank of Technical Sergeant and was
honorably discharged on November 27, 1946.

Following his military service, Louis built a
successful career in the men’s clothing indus-
try. He and his beloved wife, Mary, shared 72
years of marriage and raised six children,
whose families grew to include 15 grand-
children and 17 great-grandchildren. After liv-
ing in Pennsylvania for much of their lives,
they moved to Florida before returning to
Pennsylvania in 2003 to be closer to their ex-
tended family. Louis also remained active in
his community through his involvement with
the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Amer-
ican Legion.

Throughout his life, Louis demonstrated re-
markable resilience, maintaining an active life-
style well into his later years and cherishing
his faith, friendships, and family. His enduring
love for his country and his commitment to
those around him stand as a testament to the
character of the Greatest Generation. Al-
though Mary passed away in 2025, the legacy
they built together lives on through their chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Louis Concezio Vitola for his hon-
orable service to our Nation during World War
Il and for a lifetime defined by perseverance,
patriotism, faith, and devotion to family. May
we express our deepest gratitude for his serv-
ice and celebrate the extraordinary legacy he
continues to leave for generations to come.

HONORING MR. MICAH LAMB

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Michael (Micah) Lamb of Mechanics-
burg, Pennsylvania, and his selfless service to
our community in the fight to help the
marginalized and less fortunate of our commu-
nities. Micah is a high school senior in the Me-
chanicsburg Area School District, with a pas-
sion for service to those in need. On any
given day, 12,000 individuals find themselves
homeless in Pennsylvania. Rather than simply
talking about the challenge, Micah acted. Dur-
ing the summer of 2026, he created the Penn-
sylvania Provisions Project.

Micah’s goal was to collect 500 essential
items to support individuals experiencing
homelessness. He needed the support of
locals and reached out to ask. Among those
that answered his call were Merakey, the Me-
chanicsburg Marching Band, Delta Dental,
Penn Credit, and the firms of Rolka Loube,
along with many other generous contributors.

Through his tireless diligence, Micah far ex-
ceeded his 500-item goal; the Pennsylvania
Provisions Project collected more than 2,000
items for the most vulnerable in our commu-
nities. Micah donated these essential provi-
sions to A Miracle 4 Sure, a Harrisburg serv-
ice organization whose mission is to improve
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the quality of life for individuals and their fami-
lies whose lives have been impacted by nega-
tive life experiences, including homelessness.
For Micah, seeing the generosity of his com-
munity come together to make a difference in
the lives of people they may never know, was
the most impactful part of his service project.
As the colder months approach, Micah will
continue his selfless service to our community
by collecting blankets for Community Cares, a
homeless support group in Carlisle that re-
cently opened a new facility to address the in-
creasing need for housing.

Micah has benefitted as much or more from
this project as have individuals in need. He
stepped outside of his comfort zone, learned
how to advocate for a cause, sought and de-
veloped contacts, requested direct assistance,
organized donations, and shepherded the
project to his overachieving end goal. He
learned that leadership isn’t about having a
title; it's having the passion, drive, and cour-
age to take action, make a difference, and
putting service before self.

Mr. Speaker, I'm honored and privileged to
commend and recognize Micah Lamb on his
tireless service, generosity, and calling to our
most vulnerable. His actions and character set
the standard by which all should be judged.

———

HONORING THE CHARLES ADDAMS
HERITAGE TRAIL

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. KEAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the success of the Charles Addams
Heritage Trail and its important contribution to
the cultural heritage of Westfield, New Jersey,
during this historic 250th anniversary year.

Charles Samuel Addams, the world-re-
nowned cartoonist, was born in Westfield on
January 2, 1912, and lived in the community
for much of his early life. The streets, historic
homes, civic buildings, and local landmarks of
Westfield helped shape the creative imagina-
tion that would later captivate audiences
around the world.

The Charles Addams Heritage Trail pre-
serves and celebrates that remarkable con-
nection. The 1.5-mile recreational route invites
residents and visitors to walk, bike, or ride
through the Westfield neighborhoods that influ-
enced Addams during his formative years.
Along the way, participants encounter historic
architecture, the Revolutionary War-era Pres-
byterian Church burial grounds, the Reeve
House Museum, the Kimball Avenue Historic
District, Addams’s longtime Elm Street home,
and the former Westfield High School that he
attended from 1926 through 1929.

The Trail offers more than a journey through
the life of a celebrated artist. It provides a
year-round, self-guided experience that con-
nects art, architecture, local history, and com-
munity identity. It allows each new generation
to better understand how the places that sur-
round us can inspire creativity and leave an
enduring mark on American culture.

This initiative also reflects the power of part-
nership. The Trail was supported by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
the Town of Westfield, Downtown Westfield
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Corporation, the Tee & Charles Addams Foun-
dation, and AddamsFest, together with dedi-
cated local officials, historians, organizers, and
community members.

As our Nation commemorates its 250th an-
niversary, the Charles Addams Heritage Trail
reminds us that America’s story is preserved
not only in great national monuments, but also
in local streets, schools, homes, burial
grounds, and communities. Westfield’s
thoughtful preservation of the places that influ-
enced Charles Addams ensures that this dis-
tinctive chapter of our cultural history will con-
tinue to educate, inspire, and delight.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the success of the Charles Ad-
dams Heritage Trail and commending all those
whose vision and dedication have strength-
ened Westfield’s cultural heritage and pre-
served the legacy of one of America’s most
original artistic voices.

———

HONORING SUSIE BEATRICE WEST
FRANCIS

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor one of South
Florida’s most respected and heralded educa-
tor and community activist, Susie Beatrice
West Francis. Not only was she a beloved
mother, wife and sister, but she was dearly
loved and respected by the community. She
gave of herself selflessly, always there to lend
advice and a helping hand.

Susie Beatrice West Francis’ teaching ca-
reer started at D.A. Dorsey Junior-Senior
High, where she taught home economics to
black students. After desegregation, she
taught at Westview Middle School. She was
known for her elegance, poise and signature
white gloves.

Mrs. Francis along with Maude K. Reid and
Mayme E. Williams founded The Links Greater
Miami Chapter. The volunteer organization
helps in civic, corporate and community initia-
tives. As a Link and member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporate, Mrs. Francis
raised funds for charity, helped establish
scholarships for students, took care of the
homeless and helped provide for mothers in
need in other countries.

Mrs. Francis was married to the late Daniel
Francis who was the editor of the Miami Trop-
ical Dispatch, a weekly newspaper for the
black community distributed in Overtown. They
have one daughter, DanySu F. Pritchett. Mrs.
Francis was born in Jacksonville to a father
who was a barber and a mother who was a
seamstress. Mrs. Francis was raised in Tampa
along with seven siblings. She attended Flor-
ida A&M University where she graduated with
a bachelors’ degree in education.

| am honored to pay tribute to my Soror and
Link sister, Susie Beatrice West Francis’ life
and legacy. | thank her for her unwavering
dedication and commitment to her students
and this community.
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ARCADA THEATRE

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Arcada Theatre of St. Charles,
lllinois, as it celebrates its 100th anniversary.
Since opening its doors on September 6,
1926, the Arcada has been a landmark in
downtown St. Charles and an enduring part of
the Fox River Valley’s cultural and entertain-
ment history.

Built by St. Charles philanthropists Lester
and Dellora Norris, the Arcada was designed
by architect ElImer F. Behrns in the Spanish
Colonial Revival style. At a cost of approxi-
mately $500,000, the theater was an ambi-
tious undertaking for a community of about
5,000 residents. Its ornate architecture and
1,009-seat auditorium were designed to pro-
vide audiences with an experience com-
parable to the grand theaters of Chicago.

The Arcada’s opening on Labor Day 1926
drew visitors from throughout Northern lllinois,
including Chicagoans who traveled to St
Charles by special train. The theater quickly
became known for silent films and Vaudeville
performances. lts stage welcomed nationally
recognized entertainers, including George
Burns and Gracie Allen, Edgar Bergen and
Charlie McCarthy, and the John Philip Sousa
Band. As entertainment evolved, the Arcada
adapted as well, becoming a venue for stage
productions, concerts, comedy, and other live
performances.

Beyond the performances held within its
walls, the Arcada has played an important role
in the life of St. Charles. For generations, resi-
dents and visitors from throughout the Fox
Valley have gathered there to celebrate, enjoy
entertainment, and create lasting memories.
Its designation on the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1994 further recognizes its ar-
chitectural and historical significance.

In 2005, Ron Onesti and Onesti Entertain-
ment took over operation of the Arcada, help-
ing usher the historic theater into a new chap-
ter. Through renovations and the addition of
Club Arcada, the theater has continued to
evolve while preserving the character and his-
tory that have made it a St. Charles landmark.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize this
remarkable milestone and ask my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Arcada The-
atre on its 100th Anniversary. For a century,
the Arcada has enriched the cultural life of St.
Charles and the greater Fox River Valley,
bringing generations together through enter-
tainment, history, and shared experiences.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ROBERT W. MOLT, SR.

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and legacy of Robert W.
“Bob” Molt, Sr., a beloved member of the
Worcester community, longtime golf coach at
the College of the Holy Cross, and dedicated
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mentor to generations of student-athletes, on
the occasion of his posthumous induction into
the Holy Cross Varsity Club Athletic Hall of
Fame.

For more than four decades, Bob Molt was
synonymous with golf at Holy Cross. From
1976 until his retirement in 2017, Bob served
as head coach of the men’s golf program, and
from 2000 to 2013, he also led the women’s
team. Over those 41 years, Bob built success-
ful teams, but more importantly, he built rela-
tionships that lasted long after his players left
Mount St. James.

Under Bob’s leadership, the Holy Cross
men’s golf team made consecutive NCAA
Tournament appearances in 1982 and 1983
and won numerous Worcester City Champion-
ships. He coached 13 All-Patriot League se-
lections, two New England individual cham-
pions, a Patriot League champion, and a
Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference champion.
In 2006, his peers honored him with the Gor-
don McCullough Coaching Award for his out-
standing dedication to college golf and his
contributions to players, fellow coaches, and
the broader golf community.

Bob knew the game from every angle. A
Worcester native, he attended the University
of Arizona on a golf scholarship, captained the
golf team, and graduated in 1972. He went on
to become a PGA Professional, earning his
PGA Tour card in 1982 and competing in tour-
naments in the United States and overseas.
For 22 years, he served as Director of Golf at
Pleasant Valley Country Club in Sutton, and
he later owned and operated the Solomon
Pond Golf Center in Berlin, MA.

But statistics and championships tell only
part of Bob’s story.

To Bob, golf was fundamentally a game of
integrity. It demanded patience, discipline, per-
severance, and doing the right thing even
when no one was watching. Those were the
lessons he sought to pass along to every
young person he coached.

His record off the course may therefore be
his most impressive: in 41 years at Holy
Cross, Bob proudly noted that he never had a
student-athlete fail to graduate.

When Bob prepared to retire in 2017, he
was asked what he would miss most after four
decades of coaching. His answer was simple:
the student-athletes.

That response captures Bob well. His career
was never just about golf. It was about people.

Former players continued to visit him at the
Solomon Pond Golf Center years after they
had graduated. They sought his advice,
shared stories, and maintained friendships that
began when Bob was their coach. For count-
less golfers throughout Worcester and New
England, he was not simply a coach or golf
professional, but a teacher, mentor, and
friend.

Bob was also deeply devoted to his family.
Of all the tournaments, championships, and
honors he experienced during his remarkable
career, Bob once identified two moments as
particularly special. The first was receiving the
Gordon McCullough Award in 2006. The sec-
ond was coaching his daughter, Alicia, at the
Big South Championship in 2009.

Bob passed away on February 26, 2020, at
the age of 73. He left behind his wife,
Krystina; his son, Dr. Robert W. Mob, Jr.; his
daughter, Alicia Molt West; his brother, Karl;
his grandchildren, Charlotte, Grace, and Ju-
lian; and an extraordinary community of former
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players, colleagues, students, and friends
whose lives were made better by knowing
him.

This year, the College of the Holy Cross will
formally recognize what generations of his
players have long understood by inducting
Robert W. Molt, Sr. into its Athletic Hall of
Fame.

It is a fitting honor for a man who devoted
41 years to the College and to generations of
its student-athletes. Bob’s legacy can be found
not simply in tournament results or record
books, but in the people he taught, the rela-
tionships he built, and the values he passed
down.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress and the people of the Second Dis-
trict of Massachusetts, | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring Robert W. Molt, Sr. on his
induction into the Holy Cross Varsity Club Ath-
letic Hall of Fame and in recognizing a life de-
fined by family, friendship, integrity, and an
enduring love for the game of golf.

———

REIGNITING THE CALL TO HOLD
JEFFREY EPSTEIN AND LES
WEXNER ACCOUNTABLE

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with my colleagues information regard-
ing a recent event held in my home district.
On Saturday, October 17, 2026, | hosted a
roundtable in Toledo, Ohio alongside the
Democratic Women’s Caucus and Chair Te-
resa Leger Fernandez to shed light on the cor-
ruption and abuse perpetrated by Jeffrey Ep-
stein and Leslie Wexner. We must hold these
crooks accountable and bring justice to the
dozens of victims who suffered at their hands.
Lex Wexner is the richest man in Ohio with a
net worth of $11.5 Billion. He has been influ-
ential across the state, namely with his devel-
opment of the New Albany community and his
large donations to The Ohio State University.
Wexner employed Epstein as his financial ad-
visor, thus entrusting him with his entire estate
and granting him permission to buy and sell
properties and other holdings on his behalf.
This status propelled Epstein into wealth and
bankrolled his trafficking ring. Without Wexner,
there is no Epstein. In bringing together sur-
vivors, advocates, and researchers, we am-
plify the consequences of Wexner's influence
in Ohio and elevate the voices of survivors.

Epstein survivors Wendy Pesante, Marina
Lacerda, and Jena-Lisa Jones participated in
the roundtable to share their unique perspec-
tives, as did local Toledo sex trafficking sur-
vivors Angela Navarro and Marie Fitzpatrick.
Dr. Celia Williamson of the University of Tole-
do’s Human Trafficking and Social Justice In-
stitute and former Ohio State Senator Teresa
Fedor also participated.

| encourage my colleagues to read and ex-
amine the following sources:

Kaptur holds roundtable with Epstein sur-
V1vors

Toledo Blade

Alice Momany

October 18, 2026

‘Why Hasn’t Ohio investigated Epstein?’
Marcy Kaptur Targets Les Wexner Over Ep-
stein Scandal
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Oneindia

Staff

October 19, 2026

Election 2026 updates: Obama coming to
Cleveland, videos from recent campaign
stops

The Land Cleveland

Chris Mosby

October 19, 2026

Affidavit of Successor Trustee: Leslie
Wexner grants Jeffrey Epstein as trustee of
the 1990 Family

Property Trust

Franklin County Official Records Doc
#200712270220208

Daniel J. O’Connor

October 19, 1990

Power of Attorney: Leslie Wexner grants
Jeffrey Epstein power of attorney

Franklin County Official Records Doc
#199907290192823

Daniel J. O’Connor

July 29, 1991

Fiduciary Deed: Jeffrey Epstein purchases
home on East Dublin Granville Road, New
Albany, Ohio

Franklin County Official Records Doc
#199211180228288

Daniel J. O’Connor

November 2, 1992

Wexner’s deposition revisits Epstein accus-
er’s allegations

WBNS 10 Columbus

Rochelle Alleyne

February 20, 2026

Statement from The Ohio State University
regarding completion of Jeffrey Epstein re-
view

Ohio State News

Staff

April 9, 2020

Application for Registration of Foreign
Limited Liability Company: Epstein be-
comes president of New

Albany Co.

Ohio Secretary of State Doc #199826701876

Bob Taft

September 18, 1998

Ohio billionaire Les Wexner claims Jeffrey
Epstein stole hundreds of millions from him
over decades

Cleveland.com

Sabrina Eaton

February 6, 2026

A timeline of the Jeffrey Epstein inves-
tigation and the fight to make the govern-
ment’s files public

Associated Press

Staff

February 5, 2026

Revocation of Power of Attorney

Franklin County Official Records Doc
#200712270220043

Daniel J. O’Connor

December 20, 2026

Epstein trafficking victim claimed to have
sex with Wexner

The Lantern

Nicole Nowicki, Arianna Smith

January 11, 2024

Ohio billionaire Les Wexner claims Jeffrey
Epstein stole hundreds of millions from him
over decades

Cleveland.com

Sabrina Eaton

February 6, 2026

Jeffrey Epstein’s connection to New Alba-
ny’s transformation

NBC4i Columbus

Mark Feuerborn

January 5, 2024

Les Wexner denies knowledge of Epstein
crimes in deposition with skeptical Demo-
crats

The Hill

Emily Brooks

February 18, 2026

Les Wexner steps down as chair of name-
sake Ohio State Wexner Medical Center, re-
mains on board

October 26, 2026

WOSU NPR News

Allie Vugrincic

August 20, 2026

Ohio politicians keep promise to rebuke
Les Wexner by donating $200K in campaign
contributions

WOSU NPR News

George Shillcock

September 8, 2026

Billionaire’s political contributions make
the Epstein files a focus of Ohio’s US Senate
race

ABC News

Julie Carr Smyth, Alexandra Olson

September 23, 2026

Why Ohio billionaire’s deposition for Ep-
stein files matters

Spectrum News

Chrissa Loukas

February 16, 2026

Key Epstein Witness Speaks out for the
First Time With a Clear Demand to Trump

The Daily Beast

Will Neal

September 3, 2025

Epstein survivor: Trump ‘owes us an apol-
ogy’

The Hill

Ashleigh Fields

November 19, 2025

I’'m an Ohioan and Epstein survivor. I need
you to know what happened to us | Opinion

The Columbus Dispatch

Wendy Pesante

October 8, 2026

———

HONORING WALTER H.
RICHARDSON

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Bishop
Walter H. Richardson, a man of God, a well-
respected spiritual leader and a beloved hus-
band and father, who is celebrating 49 years
as Pastor of The Church of God Tabernacle
(True Holiness), in Miami-Dade County.

Bishop Richardson is one of the longest
serving pastors in Miami-Dade County. Under
Bishop Richardson’s leadership, the church
has grown to include congregations in Belle
Glade, Florida and Valdosta, Georgia. Bishop
Richardson is also highly recognized for the
work he does in the community through the
church’s non-profit organization ButlfNot, In-
corporated.

Bishop Richardson was called to the min-
istry at an early age. Under the tutelage of his
uncle, the late Elder Thomas J. Richardson,
the founding pastor of The Church of God
Tabernacle (True Holiness), and Elder Rich-
ardson’s wife, the late Evangelist M.E. Rich-
ardson, a young Bishop Richardson would
embody the skills to carry on the legacy begun
by his uncle and aunt to lead one of the South
Florida’s most influential congregations.

On November 30, 1946, Bishop Richardson
was ordained an evangelist at The Church of
God Tabernacle (True Holiness). He was
named pastor of the church in May of 1965
and elevated to the position of Elder in 1967.
He was ordained and installed as the first
Bishop of The Church of God Tabernacle
(True Holiness) in 1996.

Bishop Richardson is the husband of Mis-
sionary E.C. Betty Forbes Richardson, the fa-
ther of Dr. Walter T. Richardson and Elder Al-
fred J. Richardson, and the stepfather of
Clifford J. Forbes and Dobrie Forbes.
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Please join me in honoring Bishop Walter H.
Richardson for his commitment to spreading
the Word of God and for his commitment to
his congregation, his family, friends, and to
our community.

———

RECOGNIZING ANDREW
RASMUSSEN

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, today, | rise to recognize and thank An-
drew Rasmussen of Brookings, South Dakota,
for his service to the people of South Dakota.
Andrew began as an intern in my office and
went on to serve as Legislative Correspondent
and Press Assistant. He now serves as my
Press Secretary.

During his time, Andrew spearheaded
projects with great impact on our state. An-
drew led the office’s high school graduation
mailer. He worked directly with school admin-
istrators to collect addresses, and as a result,
more than half of South Dakota’s graduating
seniors received a congratulatory letter directly
from my office.

Andrew built an efficient process for drafting
and approving constituent correspondence
and produced more than 350 letters and up-
dates. He also wrote more than 30 outreach
emails, reaching audiences from 200 to more
than 60,000 South Dakotans, along with my
weekly column.

He was competent under pressure, and vital
to ensuring | was prepared to communicate
my policy goals efficiently and effectively. Dur-
ing the rollout and passage of the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, he staffed eleven press
interviews in a single day.

Andrew is a valuable member of my team
and I'm grateful for his service to the people
of South Dakota.

————

CELEBRATING THE 25TH
ANNIVERSARY OF KIDSMATTER

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize KidsMatter as they celebrate their
25th anniversary. For over two decades as a
nonprofit organization, KidsMatter has worked
to help young people build resilience, develop
healthy relationships, and realize their full po-
tential. Through its commitment to youth men-
tal health, leadership development, and career
exploration, KidsMatter has strengthened fami-
lies and communities throughout DuPage and
Will Counties.

In the mid-1990’s, Edward Hospital spon-
sored a community-wide health assessment
that highlighted the challenges facing local
youth. In response, hospital leadership,
Naperville community leaders, and volunteers
came together to develop a collaborative ap-
proach to youth development and prevention.
This effort became the Naperville Youth De-
velopment Coalition, which received 501(c)(3)
nonprofit status in 2001 and later became
known as KidsMatter.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Guided by its mission to build resilient kids
who say “no” to destructive choices and “yes”
to endless possibilities, KidsMatter connects
young people and families with resources,
supportive relationships, and opportunities to
thrive. Its programs address challenges includ-
ing anxiety, stress, substance use, and digital
well-being, while encouraging leadership, com-
munity service, and career readiness. Through
initiatives such as its Collaborative Youth
Team and career exploration programs,
KidsMatter empowers young people to dis-
cover their strengths and prepare for the fu-
ture.

KidsMatter's success reflects the power of
community partnerships. By bringing together
schools, families, health professionals, public
safety agencies, local businesses, and com-
munity organizations, KidsMatter helps ensure
that young people have the support and op-
portunities they need to succeed. Its work has
received regional recognition, including NBC 5
Chicago’s Making a Difference feature in 2024
for its Youth Mental Health First Aid courses
and CBS News Chicago’s coverage of its
Kindness Counts Campaign in 2023.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize
KidsMatter on this milestone and ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking its founders,
board members, staff, and volunteers for their
dedication to our young people. Their work
demonstrates that when a community invests
in its children, it invests in a stronger future for
everyone.

—

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL MEADOWS
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to a dedicated public
servant for Southern and Eastern Kentucky,
Cheryl Meadows, as she retires from the
Southeast Kentucky Economic Development
Corporation (SKED) after 27 years of excep-
tional service.

Since joining SKED in 1999, Cheryl has
been rewriting the story of Kentucky’s Appa-
lachian region, by sharing successful exam-
ples of economic revitalization in our counties
that were rarely ever independently covered
by journalists across the Commonwealth. As
the Communications Director, she has spent
nearly three decades highlighting the resil-
ience, ingenuity, and success of local small
businesses and entrepreneurs who form the
backbone of our Appalachian communities.
Her stories have been shared on social media
and various news outlets, reviving hope and
inspiration for a brighter future in our region.

A Knox County native and resident of
McCreary County, Cheryl’'s deep connections
in the region fueled her passion for her work,
building meaningful relationships with clients,
training graduates, funding partners, and com-
munity leaders. She has skillfully documented
SKED’s history, economic milestones and vi-
sion for job creation and industry growth in a
part of the country that thrives on small busi-
ness success.

Throughout her career, Cheryl played an in-
strumental role in promoting critical regional
initiatives, including the Supplier Education &
Economic Development (SEED) Symposium.
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SKED’s annual SEED event connects our
rural region’s advanced manufacturing compa-
nies with prime federal contractors, training
them how to become certified to compete for
federal contract opportunities and expand their
operations. Her tireless efforts have boosted
our workforce and inspired more entre-
preneurs to reach out to SKED for support
and guidance.

Mr. Speaker, Cheryl Meadows established a
legacy of professionalism, creativity and un-
wavering commitment to support small busi-
nesses across Kentucky’s Appalachian region.
Few people knew that Cheryl courageously
battled cancer during her time with SKED. It
was clear that not even cancer could diminish
her friendly smile and determination to help
others. Her fierce resolve is a testament to the
heart of our workforce across the region. | am
personally grateful that Cheryl chose to use
her wisdom and talents at SKED for the last
27 years. As she begins her well-deserved re-
tirement, | pray that it will be filled with great
joy and peace.

———

HONORING THE ROOTS AND
ROUTES INDO—US CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AND ITS 2026 30
UNDER 30 HONOREES

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Roots & Routes Indo—US Chamber
of Commerce, its Chairman, Dr. Piyush B.
Patel, its President, Dr. Pravinchandra Patel,
its Founder Director, Mr. Nandkishor Shah, its
officers, directors, advisors, and members,
and the thirty-four extraordinary young leaders
it celebrated at its 30 Under 30 Awards on
Sunday, October 25, 2026, at the Columbus
Civic Center in Columbus, Georgia. | was hon-
ored to join them for that memorable after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker, the name of this organization
tells a story. Roots speak of where we come
from: a heritage, a homeland, a family, a faith.
Routes speak of where we are going: the
roads we travel, the bridges we build, the fu-
tures we dare to imagine. Roots & Routes was
founded to honor both, and to connect Indian
and American entrepreneurs, executives, com-
munity leaders, and public officials across
Georgia in a shared work of business growth
and community advancement.

Mr. Speaker, every great institution begins
with a vision held by one person who refuses
to let it go. Mr. Nandkishor Shah saw a com-
munity rich in talent, enterprise, and gen-
erosity, and he saw that too many of its small-
business owners were building alone, without
the relationships, visibility, and guidance that
success so often requires. He set out to
change that, believing that when people,
ideas, and opportunities come together com-
munities grow stronger. Together with his col-
leagues, he has built what the Chamber
proudly calls a community of doers, mentors,
and bridge-builders across Georgia and be-
yond.

Mr. Speaker, that vision is carried forward
by a remarkable board of directors sitting state
officials, founding entrepreneurs, and trade ad-
visers, all doing the work of connecting Geor-
gia to India. | commend the Chamber’s offi-
cers: Chairman Dr. Piyush B. Patel; President
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Dr. Pravinchandra Patel: Vice President Mr.
Ashok Naik; Secretary Mr. Viraj Shah; and
Treasurer Ms. Shikara Reddy. | commend its
directors: Founder Director Mr. Nandkishor
Shah, Mr. Saurin Patel, Mr. Ankit Patel, Mr.
Alkesh Patel, Mr. Suresh Kumar, Mr. Rajeev
Chauhan, Ms. Lavina Babani, Mr. Parimal
Desai, and Mr. Sanket Gandhi. And | com-
mend its advisors: Dr. Nehal Shukla, the Hon-
orable Tricia Pridemore, Ms. Carmen Rice, Mr.
Kartik Bhatt, Ms. Missy Kendrick, Dr.
Ranjankrishna Aiyer, Dr. Sumul Raval, Mr.
Britt Hayes, and Mr. Milind Godbole. They
give generously of their time, talent, and re-
sources so that every member has genuine
access to mentorship and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, the 30 Under 30 Awards were
only one expression of that mission. Through
its Learn and Grow initiatives, Roots & Routes
offers workshops, roundtables, and direct
mentorship from experienced entrepreneurs
and industry experts. Through its Network and
Visibility programs, it builds powerful relation-
ships across the Indo—US business commu-
nity and gives members real visibility for their
enterprises. Through its Advocacy and Trade
work, it represents its members on issues that
matter and helps them navigate Indo—US
trade and expansion opportunities. And
through its Community Impact efforts, it builds
a supportive, family-like community doing pur-
poseful work. Whether a member is starting a
business, expanding an established company,
or looking for ways to serve, Roots & Routes
helps them find the people, information, and
opportunities to move forward.

Mr. Speaker, behind each of the thirty-four
young honorees is a journey that began long
before they were born. Somewhere in a village
in Gujarat, a city in Punjab, a town in Kerala,
or a neighborhood in Hyderabad, a mother
and father made a decision that would change
everything. They packed what little they could
carry into a few suitcases. They said goodbye
to parents they might never see again. They
left behind the smell of their mother’s kitchen,
the sound of their own language in the streets,
and everything familiar, and they crossed
oceans to a land where they knew almost no
one.

They came with degrees that were not al-
ways recognized and with accents that were
not always welcomed. Some who had been
engineers and doctors at home started over
behind motel desks and convenience store
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counters, working through the night, seven
days a week, so their children would never
have to. They missed weddings back home.
They missed funerals. They called overseas
on crackling phone lines and told their fami-
lies, “We are fine. The children are doing
well.” And then they went back to work.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday afternoon, those
sacrifices walked across a stage in Columbus,
Georgia. Those thirty-four rising Indo—US
business leaders were the answer to every
prayer whispered in a temple, a gurdwara, a
church, or a mosque by parents and grand-
parents who believed America would keep its
promise. They are building businesses, cre-
ating jobs, advancing technology, healing pa-
tients, and serving their communities. They
are proof that the American Dream is not a
relic of the past. It is alive, and it is being re-
newed by every generation willing to work for
it.

There is an ancient Indian teaching,
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which means “the
world is one family.” Roots & Routes lives that
teaching every day, building trust between
communities that, together, make Georgia
stronger.

To the thirty-four honorees, | said then, and
| say again today for them to never forget their
roots. Remember the hands that worked so
theirs could reach higher. Call their parents.
Thank their grandparents while they still can.
As they travel their routes, reach back and
open the door for someone else, just as
someone once opened it for them.

| say to the mothers and fathers, the grand-
parents, and the elders who filled the room
that their tears were not in vain. Their long
nights were not wasted. Their children have
become everything they've dreamed, and
more. That honor belonged to them as well.

Mr. Speaker, the great poet Rabindranath
Tagore once prayed for a land “where the
mind is without fear and the head is held
high.” On Sunday, in Columbus, Georgia, we
saw thirty-four young people standing with
their heads held high, and we saw that prayer
answered.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife Vivian and me, along with the more than
765,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in commending Chairman Dr.
Piyush B. Patel, President Dr. Pravinchandra
Patel, Founder Director Mr. Nandkishor Shah,
and the officers, directors, advisors, and mem-
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bers of the Roots & Routes Indo—US Cham-
ber of Commerce for their vision and service;
in congratulating the 2026 30 Under 30 hon-
orees; in thanking the families who made their
journeys possible; and in wishing these re-
markable young leaders continued success as
they shape the future of Georgia and our Na-
tion.

HONORING HUGH BERESFORD
HAMMOND

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to include in the RECORD a proclamation
recognizing and honoring legendary Reggae
superstar Hugh Beresford Hammond, known
to his legions of fans and the music world as
Beres Hammond:

Whereas, Mr. Hammond’s distinctive, ro-
mantic and soulful style, which was influenced
by American soul and jazz music, and native
Jamaican artists he grew up listening to in
Annotto Bay, Jamaica, has garnered him inter-
national notoriety and acclaim;

Whereas, Mr. Hammond began singing and
performing in local talent shows in the 1970’s,
and his career has spanned more than 40
years, resulting in numerous hit singles and al-
bums that have topped music charts;

Whereas, Mr. Hammond formed his own
record label, Harmony Records, in 1985 and
released his album “Make a Song,” which had
two Jamaican chart-toppers and set the stage
for his success and recognition in the Reggae
music industry;

Whereas, Mr. Hammond’s 2012 album “One
Love, One Life,” topped the Billboard Reggae
Albums chart. He has performed with iconic
musicians, including Maxi Priest, Wyclef Jean,
Buju Banton and Big Youth; and

Now, therefore, be it resolved that |, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a member of the United
States House of Representatives, representing
the 24th Congressional District of Florida,
commend Hugh Beresford “Beres” Hammond
for his talent and dedication to his art, and for
his contributions the music industry.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate met at 5:30:01 p.m. in pro forma ses-
sion, and adjourned at 5:30:38 p.m. until 2 p.m. on
Thursday, October 29, 2026.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 11 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 10908-10917; and 3 resolutions, H.
Res. 1639-1641 were introduced. Pages H6063-64

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H6064-65

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Griffith to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H6061

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 12:30 p.m. and
adjourned at 12:32 p.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
OCTOBER 29, 2026

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 p.m., Thursday, October 29 12 noon, Thursday, October 29
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Thursday: Senate will meet in a pro forma  Program for Thursday: House will meet in Pro Forma
session. session at 12 p.m.
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