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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BENTZ). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 29,2026. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable CLIFF 
BENTZ to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2026, the Chair will now recognize 
Members from lists submitted by the 
majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAMERON SMITH 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, it is with pride that I rise to 
recognize Cameron Smith of 
Westmont, Pennsylvania, for earning 
the rank of cadet captain in the Civil 
Air Patrol. 

Cameron is a 2026 graduate of Bishop 
McCort High School. He is a member of 
the Cambria County Composite Squad-
ron, which is a branch of the Pennsyl-
vania Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. He 

earned the Amelia Earhart Award and 
received promotion to cadet captain by 
completing Phase III of the Civil Air 
Patrol Cadet Program. 

Cameron is the son of Matt and Tori 
Smith. His plans in the immediate fu-
ture include sitting for the Federal 
Aviation Administration final exam to 
obtain his private pilot license. 

I congratulate Cameron and his par-
ents on this notable achievement 
through the cadet program and extend 
to him best wishes for success through-
out his aviation career. 

RECOGNIZING ALAN GIFT 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to recognize Alan Gift 
on his selection as the 2026 Franklin 
County Conservation District Farmer 
of the Year. 

In partnership with the conservation 
district, Alan has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to agricultural 
stewardship and environmental con-
servation. 

Also, through the Agricultural Con-
servation Assistance Program, Alan 
has initiated a comprehensive project 
that reduces runoff. At the age of just 
30 years, Alan has distinguished him-
self as a leader in the agricultural in-
dustry and a role model for aspiring 
farmowners. 

I join with the Franklin County Con-
servation District in congratulating 
Alan Gift for his outstanding agricul-
tural efforts. 

COMMEMORATING ANNIVERSARY OF FRANKLIN 
COUNTY AREA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to commemorate the 
40th anniversary of the Franklin Coun-
ty Area Development Corporation. 
Since its founding in 1986, the organiza-
tion has facilitated more than 1,000 
projects in Franklin County. 

This milestone anniversary presents 
a valuable opportunity to celebrate the 
development corporation’s enduring 
impact on Franklin County. The suc-
cess and the priorities of the Franklin 

County Area Development Corporation 
foster prosperity and achievement 
throughout Franklin County. 

On behalf of constituents in Penn-
sylvania’s 13th Congressional District, 
I personally congratulate President 
Mike Ross, his staff, and his board of 
directors on this milestone, and I ex-
press my personal gratitude for their 
continued leadership. 

RECOGNIZING LEAH RITCHEY 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
gifted artists from Pennsylvania’s 13th 
Congressional District who partici-
pated in this year’s Congressional Art 
Competition. Several students from 
Cambria, Huntingdon, Blair, and 
Franklin Counties participated. 

The 2026 winner is Leah Ritchey, who 
is a freshman at Cumberland Valley 
Christian School. Through her acrylic 
painting, Blazing Liberty, Leah cap-
tures the traditions of America by 
drawing inspiration from our Statue of 
Liberty, a timeless symbol of patriot-
ism, and the fireworks that bring us to-
gether. Leah’s work serves as a beau-
tiful tribute to our Nation’s 
semiquincentennial. 

I extend appreciation to Leah’s art 
teacher, Lisa Fisler, and her mom, 
Jesse Walizer, for supporting Leah’s in-
credible artistic talents. 

f 

DIMINISHED ACCESS TO 
HEALTHCARE 

(Mr. COURTNEY of Connecticut was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, 5 days 
from now, on July Fourth, our country 
will be celebrating its 250th birthday. 

All over the Nation, there will be en-
thusiastic events in big cities and 
small towns to recognize the publica-
tion, 250 years ago, of the Declaration 
of Independence, which, as historian 
Jill Lepore recently wrote, is ‘‘argu-
ably the most important piece of prose 
in modern history.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:09 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29JN7.000 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4266 June 29, 2026 
Its author, Thomas Jefferson, laid 

out a vision of an independent America 
built around the individual’s rights to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness, which still inspire not only our 
own people but people all over the 
world. 

Unfortunately, it is also the 1-year 
anniversary of arguably one of the 
worst pieces of legislation in the mod-
ern era, the so-called One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act, which President Trump signed 
into law on July Fourth, 2025. 

As the Congressional Budget Office 
documented, this bill will add 3.4 tril-
lion new dollars to our national debt, 
provide permanent $1 trillion tax 
breaks to the top 1 percent of income 
earners, cut nutrition programs by at 
least $187 billion, and, worst of all, cut 
$1 trillion from America’s largest 
healthcare program, Medicaid, starting 
on January 1. 

At the time the bill was debated, an 
overwhelming coalition of hospitals, 
nursing homes, physician groups, 
nurses, and patient groups tried to 
warn the Republican majority and the 
White House that millions of Ameri-
cans will be denied healthcare from 
this draconian butchery of the 
healthcare system. To be exact, 10 mil-
lion Americans will lose their cov-
erage, according to CBO. 

The majority dismissed those con-
cerns and jammed this measure 
through, accusing Democrats of scare-
mongering. According to them, the new 
work requirements in the law for vul-
nerable populations would have exemp-
tions for the ‘‘medically frail,’’ and 
there was nothing to worry about. 

A couple of weeks ago, however, 
these warnings sadly came true when 
RFK Jr.’s health department released 
the actual rule that State Medicaid di-
rectors will have to follow starting in 
January. 

The hope was that a medical diag-
nosis for cancer, HIV, or other serious, 
chronic conditions would qualify for 
protection. Instead, the rule makes 
clear that a cancer diagnosis will not 
automatically qualify for an exemp-
tion. Instead, the patient will have to 
document that the disease actually im-
pairs the ability to work. 

A patient suffering from pancreatic 
cancer, brain cancer, breast cancer, or 
lymphoma will have to demonstrate, 
with job searches and employer paper-
work, that the disease and the debili-
tating therapies are an impairment, a 
hopelessly vague standard that will rob 
desperately ill patients of care. 

To put it in a nutshell, the definition 
of ‘‘medical frailty’’ is no longer a 
medical diagnosis by a doctor but a 
subjective employability standard that 
makes no sense. 

There is a word for this, Mr. Speaker. 
It is ‘‘inhumane.’’ 

Don’t take my word for it. On this 
poster is a list of 48 patient groups ve-
hemently denouncing this vicious rule, 
which Secretary Kennedy and the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices should withdraw immediately. 

As you can see, the most credible pa-
tient groups—American Cancer Soci-
ety, Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation, National MS Society, 
American Heart Association, American 
Lung Association, Lupus Foundation of 
America, March of Dimes, The ALS As-
sociation, and The AIDS Institute, to 
name just a few—have all warned Ken-
nedy and his followers in Congress that 
this rule will create chaos and dramati-
cally increase the number of des-
perately ill people who will lose their 
health coverage. 

There is no better way to honor the 
principles of our treasured Declaration 
of Independence—to guarantee the 
right to life and the pursuit of happi-
ness—than to block this grotesque 
rule, which will condemn the sickest 
and most vulnerable of our society to 
degradation and pain. 

f 

STOPPING SHARIA INFLUENCE IN 
TEXAS 

(Mr. SELF of Texas was recognized to 
address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address a growing threat to the rule 
of law in my State of Texas. 

The rise of sharia, the law of Islam, 
has reached a tipping point in the Lone 
Star State, especially in north Texas, 
which I represent. Opaque sharia-com-
pliant actions are advancing across our 
State and our Nation. We must be clear 
that America recognizes only one legal 
system: the Constitution and laws of 
the United States. 

I commend Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott for his strong leadership in re-
cently confronting this challenge. His 
actions regarding the proposed Texas 
American Muslim University and the 
planned Muslim-only event at a tax-
payer-funded water park demonstrate 
the continuing vigilance required to 
protect our uniform system of justice. 

Last year, nearly 95 percent of Texas 
voters supported Proposition 10 to ban 
sharia. That was not a symbolic ges-
ture. It was an overwhelming mandate. 
Texans declared decisively that no for-
eign legal framework shall influence, 
operate alongside, or supplant our 
State’s judicial system. They expect 
their elected representatives to honor 
that vote. 

Recent events in the United Kingdom 
offer a stark and tragic warning. A new 
independent report on grooming gangs 
has exposed decades of systematic 
child sexual exploitation, predomi-
nantly of young, White, British girls by 
groups of Pakistani Muslim men, with 
authorities repeatedly failing to act 
out of fear of being labeled racist. 

Thousands upon thousands of victims 
were betrayed by the very institutions 
meant to protect them. We must not 
allow such horrors to take root here in 
America. 

While Congress is acting—my bill, 
H.R. 6230, the Tehran Incitement to Vi-
olence Act, passed the House and is 
now pending in the Senate—Federal ef-
forts alone are not enough. The pri-

mary responsibility for protecting our 
legal system from parallel frameworks 
rests on the shoulders of an informed 
citizenry, along with those of State 
and local leaders. Texans are leading 
the way, and others are beginning to 
follow. 

In Kaufman County, Texas, Federal, 
State, and local officials worked in 
unison to stop a sharia city project 
backed by a Dubai-based development 
company. 

Several of my constituents con-
fronted the Wiley School Board after 
one of their high school principals 
granted a group called Why Islam ac-
cess to the campus to hand out Korans. 

One of my constituents, Jessica 
Hulcy, grabbed her walker, got a ride 
to Josephine City Hall, and stood in 
front of a crowded room to share her 
concerns about the proposed East 
Plano Islamic Center. 

Across the Red River, citizens in Bro-
ken Arrow, Oklahoma, successfully put 
a stop to a sharia enclave after implor-
ing their local leaders to just say no. 

Even across the pond, citizens in the 
U.K. are beginning to push back 
against the cultural shift wreaking 
havoc in their community because of 
sharia’s influence. 

In America, belief is protected. Con-
duct under the law is not. Let me be 
clear: Sharia is a political-legal ide-
ology, not a religion. Therefore, it 
should not fall under the First Amend-
ment protection for faith and worship. 
The First Amendment safeguards an 
individual’s right to believe and prac-
tice their religion, but it has never 
granted immunity to political systems, 
especially those that claim authority 
above the Constitution, which sharia 
does. 

When presented as a governing 
framework that dictates civil law, fam-
ily law, criminal penalties, and public 
policy, sharia functions as an ideolog-
ical legal code rather than a religious 
belief. 

Under this view, the Constitution 
must remain the supreme law of the 
land. No ideological system, particu-
larly sharia, religious in origin or oth-
erwise, can override the liberties, equal 
protections, and democratic processes 
guaranteed to every American. 

I thank the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation and the Texas legislators 
advancing commonsense measures, 
such as House Bill 495, which prohibits 
public institutions from accepting 
funds from foreign adversaries. 

I also encourage States to expand 
tools for local officials, including coun-
ty commissioners, in order to safe-
guard our laws. 

b 1215 

Thomas Jefferson declared: ‘‘I have 
sworn upon the altar of God eternal 
hostility against every form of tyranny 
over the mind of man.’’ This eternal 
hostility must extend to any religious 
or foreign legal code, particularly 
sharia, that seeks to supplant Amer-
ican liberty and self-government. 
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As Sir Winston Churchill warned: 

Sometimes it is not enough that we do 
our best; we must do what is required. 

f 

OLMSTEAD DECISION MEMO 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
as the Senate looks to confirm or not 
confirm Acting Attorney General Todd 
Blanche, I want to point to the body a 
recent DOJ memo on the Supreme 
Court’s Olmstead decision which 
threatens to turn back the clock dec-
ades to a time when Americans with 
disabilities were offered less choice, 
less freedom, and less care. 

This memo means that DOJ will not 
require States to serve people with dis-
abilities in the most integrated setting 
appropriate to their needs. That means 
people with disabilities would be iso-
lated from their families and from 
their communities. 

Families with a disabled loved one 
now fear that their only option is insti-
tutionalization. That is what Olmstead 
did. It prevented institutionalization of 
people with disabilities, and the DOJ is 
trying to turn back the clock now. 

They must reconsider this opinion. 
This is not just about where people 
with disabilities live. It is about dig-
nity, equality, and the belief that 
every person deserves an opportunity 
to belong. 

It is on all of us in this body to push 
back against this discriminatory pol-
icy. 

CIVIL WAR IN SUDAN 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
the ongoing civil war in Sudan has dis-
placed millions of people, and 400,000 
people have died. That is over half the 
population of Washington, D.C. On top 
of that, 19 million people are facing 
acute food insecurity there. 

The war in Iran and its disruption to 
the supply chain has made it even 
harder for assistance to reach Sudan. I 
offered an amendment to the State De-
partment funding bill to evaluate our 
current funding levels to Sudan, get 
them the help they need, and craft a 
plan to increase funding levels to meet 
these gaps. 

Unfortunately, those amendments 
were rejected. We need to do more to 
support the people suffering in Sudan. I 
urge my colleagues to come together 
and provide lifesaving assistance to 
them. We cannot stand on the sidelines 
as lives continue to be lost. 

RECOGNIZING ACADEMY APPOINTEES 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize an outstanding 
group of young leaders from our com-
munity who have earned my nomina-
tion as well as appointments to our Na-
tion’s service academies. 

Earning an appointment is no small 
feat. These students have shown excel-
lence in the classroom, leadership in 
their communities, and dedication to 
everything they do. However, what 

stands out most is their willingness to 
serve. 

Last week and early this week, all 19 
are reporting for their first days at the 
academies, beginning with basic cadet 
training, induction day, and more as 
they take the first steps in a lifetime 
of service. 

At a time when they could choose 
many different paths, they have chosen 
to build one instead that is built on 
sacrifice, discipline, and responsibility. 
Wherever their path takes them, our 
country will be better off because they 
chose to serve. 

On behalf of our community, con-
gratulations to the 19 who are report-
ing for their first day. We are proud of 
them, grateful for them, and we are ex-
cited to see their accomplishments. 

HONORING STUDENT-ATHLETES 
Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Finally, Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
student-athletes in our community 
who have won State championships in 
the spring 2026 season. 

A total of nine varsity spring sports 
teams in our community achieved this 
goal. There were so many that I 
couldn’t do nine different speeches. I 
wanted to do one for all of them. 

The teams include: Freedom High 
School boys’ tennis, Independence High 
School boys’ lacrosse team, and Inde-
pendence High School girls’ soccer. 
Riverside High School boys’ lacrosse 
and girls’ lacrosse both won the State 
championship this year. Other State 
championship teams include: Rock 
Ridge boys’ tennis and Tuscarora High 
School softball. Woodgrove and Battle-
field baseball teams both won. They 
could really help our baseball team on 
the Democratic side. 

It is not easy to compete at such a 
high level while also balancing classes 
and personal lives. I commend these 
student-athletes for their commitment 
to excellence. Many of them are going 
to go to college and continue to play. 

It is safe to say that Northern Vir-
ginia is the home of stars both in the 
classroom as well as on the field. 

f 

VOTING WITH OUR FEET 

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to talk about something 
that maybe isn’t the most exciting sub-
ject, but it is something I used to teach 
in the classroom. It is called fed-
eralism. 

The map to my left here shows ex-
actly what is happening in America 
today, and it is a great thing. People 
have the power to vote with their feet 
and leave failed States. There is a rea-
son States like Texas and Florida are 
attracting more and more people. It is 
because the system works. 

People are recognizing that when we 
have high taxes and high crime, it is 
time to leave that State. That is what 
is happening today: the idea where peo-
ple are voting with their feet. 

Federalism is that opportunity, and 
it is the reason why I want to talk 
about what has happened in the last 
few years. 

One of the issues I want to talk about 
is what I would call amnesia or maybe 
memory loss. 

During the Biden years, food prices 
went up dramatically. You will see 
that what you used to spend $200 for at 
the grocery store, you now spend $250. 
If you spend $1,000 a month at the gro-
cery store, you are now spending over 
$1,200, almost $1,300. 

That is a significant amount of 
money. It is fundamental. Especially as 
we move toward the MAHA movement, 
people are making better choices but 
with great challenges. 

With the idea of amnesia, what is the 
Democratic plan? Their plan has been: 
Let’s go back to those failed policies. 

It wasn’t just on groceries. In early 
2021, the monthly rent was between 
$1,550 and $1,600. When we took over in 
early 2025, it had gotten as high as over 
$2,000. Again, that is a radical increase. 

Their plan is to go back to this plan. 
This is why I want to make sure people 
recognize where we are. The afford-
ability issue is a challenge, no doubt, 
but to return to failure is not an op-
tion. That is why I am pleased to see 
that we are moving in a direction that 
should matter because not only are we 
reducing some of these costs, but, more 
importantly, we are putting more 
money back in people’s pockets. 

The Democrats had the opportunity 
in 2021 and 2022 to pass all types of 
things to actually reduce taxes for the 
working class. They could have cut 
taxes on Social Security, overtime, and 
tips, yet they failed to do so. They 
could have reduced taxes on the middle 
class, who are so hard hit by the infla-
tionary numbers I just talked about. 
They did nothing. 

We gave them a second chance. We 
said: We are actually going to reduce 
taxes on overtime, tips, and Social Se-
curity. Join us in that effort to help 
people hard hit by higher food costs 
and higher rent costs. To a Member, 
they said no. 

They wanted to actually let the tax 
rate regress back to the old Obama 
rates, which would have been, on aver-
age, a 23 percent increase. Is that giv-
ing relief to people? Absolutely not. 

That is why I think, as I have men-
tioned before in this map, that people 
have the power to vote with their feet. 
They know when they go to my home 
State of Florida that taxes are lower. 

I will give you one simple example. I 
am a former New Yorker. Do you know 
that Florida actually has more people 
than New York, and yet their State 
budget is twice as high? That means 
people are paying twice as much in 
taxes than you are in Florida. 

I will ask the other logical question: 
Would you feel safer today in New 
York City or in Florida? 

These are the choices that people get 
to make in America. It is a great thing. 
It is the reason why we don’t think one 
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size fits all and the reason why we 
want to allow people to vote with their 
feet, whether it be on education issues, 
tax issues, or even public safety. 

The choices are clear. Stay on the 
positive path of putting more money in 
your pocket, giving you the flexibility 
to lives in States that actually believe 
in freedom or regress to 4 years of fail-
ure. 

It is not just, again, on money issues, 
but that issue of crime is so important 
today in understanding where we want 
to go. 

They even want to change the num-
ber of people on the Supreme Court, 
pack the Court in order to get their 
way in the end. That is not the way to 
solutions. That is why I think people 
need to make sure they do not have 
amnesia moving forward or memory 
loss. 

The best way to solve problems is to 
empower the individual, send less 
power to Washington and more power 
back home. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 24 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SMUCKER) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Eternal Lord, let Your favor rest 
upon these United States. For 250 
years, You have been our shield and de-
fender, our guardian, guide, and stay, 
and we pray You would abide with us 
now and always. 

As we reflect on the noble history of 
this Republic, it is easy to boast in our 
accomplishments: the growth of our 
Nation’s power, the resilience of its 
democratic principles, the bounty of 
our resources. All that we have and all 
that we are today are evidence of Your 
divine grace upon us. 

Lest we base our pride in our own ef-
forts, remind us again that You alone 
have established the work of our hands. 
We humbly acknowledge that the bless-
ings we enjoy remain ours only as we 
remain faithful to You. 

We rejoice in our freedoms, but we 
are not really free if we fail to protect 
and defend faithfully this sacred treas-
ure You alone have bestowed on us. 

In defending the great experiment in 
self-government, may our devotion to 
You, and not our own personal desires, 
shape the course of our country. 

Lord, You are our dwelling place and 
have been throughout all generations. 
We offer to You ourselves, our trust, 
and our devotion that You would estab-
lish the work of our hands and con-
tinue to guide us in the years ahead. 

In Your eternal name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CONGRATULATING OREGON 
WHEAT GROWERS’ LEAGUE ON 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. BENTZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BENTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the Oregon Wheat Grow-
ers’ League on its 100-year anniversary. 

Since its inception in 1926, the Wheat 
Growers’ League has supported, en-
couraged, and promoted the production 
of wheat, one of the most important 
sources of nutrition in the world. 

Over the past 100 years, the League 
has transformed the individual voices 
of wheat farmers into a formidable and 
effective political organization. 

The League’s advocacy is essential 
because Oregon’s agricultural sector 
continues to face serious challenges, 
including skyrocketing fertilizer and 
energy costs, market uncertainty, se-
vere drought, and misguided regula-
tion. 

Again, congratulations to the Oregon 
Wheat Growers’ League on reaching its 
100th year. I thank the generations of 
producers, families, and local leaders 
who helped build and maintain this 
successful and essential organization. I 
look forward to working with all of 
them as we build a brighter future for 
Oregon’s wheat producers. 

f 

TRUMP IS KEEPING FAMILIES 
SAFE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, President Donald Trump and 

House Republicans are helping keep 
families safe. 

Border provisions in the Working 
Families Tax Cut Act secured the addi-
tion of completing hundreds of miles of 
border wall with advanced border tech-
nology, hiring 10,000 new Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement officers, 
3,000 new Border Patrol agents, and 
strengthening the Coast Guard oper-
ations targeting drug trafficking and 
human smuggling. 

A secure border is the first defense 
for American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops. 
President Trump is reinstituting peace 
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin lies, insulting Trump and 
mocking Trump, providing targeting 
information to Iran to murder Ameri-
cans and Israelis. 

This weekend, South Carolina Repub-
licans convened to celebrate the nearly 
70 percent primary victory of Alan Wil-
son for Governor, with teammates 
Mike Reichenbach for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, David Stumbo for attorney gen-
eral, Ellen Weaver for superintendent 
of education, and Cody Simpson for ag-
riculture commissioner. 

f 

REMEMBERING ED SCOTT 

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of one of our own, 
Mr. Ed Scott, whose life was taken by 
a senseless act of violence on June 12, 
2026. 

Ed graduated from Lake View High 
School in San Angelo, and he was a 
dedicated city of Midland employee, 
serving his community for many years. 

He was well known throughout Mid-
land and west Texas for his involve-
ment in softball, where he spent over 30 
years as an umpire, officiating rec-
reational, high school, and collegiate 
games. Ed’s impact extended far be-
yond the softball field. He devoted 
much of his time to mentoring young 
athletes and umpires, creating memo-
ries that will live on for generations. 

The loss of Ed Scott leaves a void 
that cannot be filled. He was the kind 
of man who made his community 
stronger simply by being a part of it. 
His love for family and dedication to 
softball and so many other activities 
will continue to inspire all who knew 
him. 

We continue to pray for his wife, 
Laura; his children; his grandchildren; 
and the entire community of Midland. 
May God grant them peace, and may 
his memory serve as a blessing to all 
who knew him. 

f 

HONORING DR. ASHLEY DAWSON 

(Mr. JACK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dr. Ashley Dawson of 
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Coweta County, Georgia, for being 
named the 2026 National Schools to 
Watch Teacher of the Year. 

Selected as the sole recipient of this 
honor, Dr. Dawson was chosen from an 
exceptionally competitive field of edu-
cators representing more than 750 
Schools to Watch schools across 22 
States. 

For more than 14 years, Dr. Dawson 
has served students in Georgia’s public 
schools. Before being named assistant 
principal of Blake Bass Middle School 
in Newnan, Dr. Dawson taught social 
studies and audio/video broadcast and 
film. 

Mr. Speaker, last Friday, I met with 
Dr. Dawson at the Capitol. Her passion 
for education is inspiring, and her ideas 
about new educational opportunities 
will provide incredible experiences for 
the students at Blake Bass Middle 
School. 

Beyond the classroom, Dr. Dawson 
sponsors Beta Club, leads the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes and Chick- 
fil-A Leader Academy, and serves as 
the school’s yearbook adviser. 

Mr. Speaker, all of us remember a 
teacher who shaped our lives and guid-
ed us onto a path toward success. 

Dr. Ashley Dawson, the 2026 National 
Schools to Watch Teacher of the Year, 
is that type of teacher for which 
Coweta County and all of Georgia’s 
Third Congressional District are very 
proud. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1430 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. FONG) at 2 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

RECOVER COVID UNEMPLOYMENT 
FRAUD IN BANKS ACT 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 8873) to recover un-
claimed pandemic-era unemployment 
compensation funds held by financial 
institutions or escheated to State un-

claimed property administrators, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 8873 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recover COVID 
Unemployment Fraud in Banks Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL RECOVERY COORDINATOR AND 

TASK FORCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL RECOVERY CO-

ORDINATOR.—The Secretary of Labor, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Labor, and the Attorney General, shall des-
ignate an official to serve as National Recovery 
Coordinator to oversee and coordinate the ac-
tivities and responsibilities of the task force de-
scribed in paragraph (2). 

(2) TASK FORCE ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later 
than 30 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the National Recovery Coordinator shall 
convene a task force to be named the ‘‘Recover 
Pandemic Unemployment Funds in Banks Task 
Force’’ (in this section, the ‘‘Task Force’’). 

(3) MEMBERS.—The Task Force shall in-
clude— 

(A) the Attorney General, or their designee; 
(B) the Secretary of Labor, or their designee; 
(C) the Inspector General of the Department 

of Labor, or their designee; 
(D) the Secretary of the Treasury, or their 

designee; 
(E) the Chairman of the Federal Deposit In-

surance Corporation, or their designee; and 
(F) the Director of the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau, or their designee. 
(b) TASK FORCE RESPONSIBILITIES.—It shall be 

the responsibility of the Task Force to— 
(1) coordinate with applicable State agencies 

to identify Federal pandemic unemployment 
compensation payments issued on prepaid debit 
cards that— 

(A) are held by financial institutions, and 
other entities identified by the Inspector General 
of the Department of Labor, contracted by a 
State agency to transfer such payments to un-
employment claimants; or 

(B) were transferred by such an entity to, and 
are currently held by, a State agency respon-
sible for unclaimed property; 

(2) coordinate with appropriate Federal agen-
cies to develop model processes which comply 
with relevant Federal and State laws and result 
in cost-effective recovery of the payments identi-
fied under paragraph (1), including issuing 
guidance, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Labor, to administrators of State agencies re-
sponsible for administering Federal unemploy-
ment compensation payments or determining 
fraud in such programs, including— 

(A) guidelines for— 
(i) reviewing such payments and determining 

if such a payment was an improper payment; 
(ii) determining whether cost-effective recov-

ery of an improper payment is possible, includ-
ing a threshold, or a methodology for calcu-
lating a dollar threshold, for cost-effective re-
covery; and 

(iii) actions, consistent with State law, to be 
taken by the State agency if an improper pay-
ment is determined to be the result of fraud; 

(B) assurances that, subject to section 303(g) 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 503(g)), any 
action taken in relation to a determination that 
a payment identified under paragraph (1) is an 
improper payment shall be taken under State 
law; 

(C) a model notice and information, developed 
in coordination with the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, about resources available to 
individuals whose identity information is deter-

mined to have been fraudulently used to obtain 
Federal pandemic unemployment compensation; 

(D) information on the legal pathways de-
scribed under paragraphs (3) and (4) for recov-
ery of payments that are improper payments 
held by financial institutions and agencies de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(E) procedural requirements for State agencies 
to follow when funds are returned by such insti-
tutions that provides a standardized method-
ology to return funds to the Federal Govern-
ment; 

(3) issue guidance, in coordination with the 
Comptroller of the Currency and Chairman of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, to 
financial institutions described in paragraph (1) 
that are holding payments that are improper 
payments that provides information on a legal 
pathway, consistent with banking regulations 
and applicable contracts with State agencies, 
for returning such payments to the appropriate 
State agency; and 

(4) issue guidance, in coordination with the 
Secretary of Treasury, to administrators of State 
agencies responsible for unclaimed property on 
the obligations of such agencies to review and 
return payments described in paragraph (1)(B) 
to the appropriate State agency. 

(c) CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.—In devel-
oping the guidance required to be issued under 
paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of subsection (b), the 
Task Force shall consult with State agencies 
and incorporate best practices from previous at-
tempts by any such States to recover payments 
determined to be improper payments from insti-
tutions described in paragraph (1)(A) of such 
subsection. 

(d) STATE ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—The Sec-
retary of Labor shall reimburse States for all ad-
ministrative costs incurred as a result of coordi-
nation with the Task Force by reason of an 
agreement under section 2102, 2104, or 2107 of 
the CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9201; 9203; 9205). 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—Except as otherwise speci-
fied, in this section: 

(1) FEDERAL PANDEMIC UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION.—The term ‘‘Federal pandemic unem-
ployment compensation’’ means a payment of— 

(A) pandemic unemployment assistance under 
section 2102(b) of the CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 
9021(b)); 

(B) Federal Pandemic Unemployment Com-
pensation and Mixed Earner Unemployment 
Compensation under section 2104(b)(1) of the 
CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9023(b)(1)); and 

(C) pandemic emergency unemployment com-
pensation under section 2107(a)(2) of the CARES 
Act (15 U.S.C. 9025(a)(2)). 

(2) IMPROPER PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘improper 
payment’’ means any amount of a pandemic un-
employment payment to which the individual is 
not entitled. 

(3) STATE; STATE AGENCY; STATE LAW.—The 
terms ‘‘State’’, ‘‘State agency’’, and ‘‘State law’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in section 
205 of the Federal-State Extended Unemploy-
ment Compensation Act of 1970 (26 U.S.C. 3304 
note). 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF THE STATUTE OF LIMITA-

TIONS FOR PANDEMIC UNEMPLOY-
MENT FRAUD BY INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER CERTAIN UNEMPLOYMENT 
PROGRAMS. 

(a) PANDEMIC UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE.— 
Section 2102 of the CARES Act (15 U.S.C. 9021) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (i); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (g) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(h) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law and subject to paragraph (2), 
any criminal prosecution or civil enforcement 
action for a violation of, or conspiracy to vio-
late, section 371, 641, 1028A, 1029, 1341, 1343, 
1344, 1349, 1956, or 1957 of title 18, United States 
Code, or section 3729 or 3802 of title 31, United 
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States Code, with respect to any unemployment 
compensation claim funded in whole or in part 
by pandemic unemployment assistance under 
this section shall be brought not later than 10 
years after the date of the violation or con-
spiracy. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply with respect to a criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action if the statute of limita-
tions applicable to such criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action expired prior to the 
date of enactment of the Recover COVID Unem-
ployment Fraud in Banks Act.’’. 

(b) FEDERAL PANDEMIC UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION AND MIXED EARNER UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION.—Section 2104(f) of the CARES 
Act (15 U.S.C. 9023(f)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law and subject to subparagraph 
(B), any criminal prosecution or civil enforce-
ment action for a violation of, or conspiracy to 
violate, section 371, 641, 1028A, 1029, 1341, 1343, 
1344, 1349, 1956, or 1957 of title 18, United States 
Code, or section 3729 or 3802 of title 31, United 
States Code, with respect to any unemployment 
compensation claim funded in whole or in part 
by Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensa-
tion or Mixed Earner Unemployment Compensa-
tion under this section shall be brought not later 
than 10 years after the date of the violation or 
conspiracy. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not 
apply with respect to a criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action if the statute of limita-
tions applicable to such criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action expired prior to the 
date of enactment of the Recover COVID Unem-
ployment Fraud in Banks Act.’’. 

(c) PANDEMIC EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION.—Section 2107(e) of the CARES 
Act (15 U.S.C. 9025(e)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law and subject to subparagraph 
(B), any criminal prosecution or civil enforce-
ment action for a violation of, or conspiracy to 
violate, section 371, 641, 1028A, 1029, 1341, 1343, 
1344, 1349, 1956, or 1957 of title 18, United States 
Code, or section 3729 or 3802 of title 31, United 
States Code, with respect to any unemployment 
compensation claim funded in whole or in part 
by Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Com-
pensation under this section shall be brought 
not later than 10 years after the date of the vio-
lation or conspiracy. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall not 
apply with respect to a criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action if the statute of limita-
tions applicable to such criminal prosecution or 
civil enforcement action expired prior to the 
date of enactment of the Recover COVID Unem-
ployment Fraud in Banks Act.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made 
by section Act shall take effect on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SUOZZI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and sub-
mit extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Recover COVID Unemployment Fraud 
in Banks Act led by my Ways and 
Means colleagues Representative BETH 
VAN DUYNE and Representative TOM 
SUOZZI. 

As the lead sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Representative VAN DUYNE has 
been shining a spotlight on the fraud 
epidemic, even from her earliest days 
serving on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. 

Unemployment insurance benefits 
are a target-rich environment for 
fraudsters. 

According to the Government Ac-
countability Office, between $100 bil-
lion to $135 billion in COVID-era unem-
ployment benefits are estimated to 
have been taken by fraudsters using 
eligibility loopholes and stolen identi-
ties. 

Of that money, a Department of 
Labor Inspector General investigation 
found that nearly $1 billion of fraudu-
lent COVID-era unemployment benefits 
is currently frozen and being held in fi-
nancial institutions across the coun-
try. At one financial institution, the 
highest balance on a single card is 
$76,000. At a second financial institu-
tion, it is $56,000. 

The statute of limitations for pros-
ecuting COVID-era unemployment in-
surance fraud has already begun to ex-
pire, limiting the amount of money law 
enforcement can return or the number 
of criminals that they can bring to jus-
tice. Time is of the essence to recover 
the money stolen and rightfully owed 
to taxpayers. 

This bipartisan bill establishes a new 
Federal task force to work with States 
to return the fraudulent unemploy-
ment benefits sitting in banks to 
American taxpayers. 

The task force will develop model 
processes and guidance necessary for 
States to reclaim funds in a cost-effi-
cient way, issue guidance to financial 
institutions on the legal path for re-
turning funds, and establish due proc-
ess protections for claimants whose 
identity was stolen as part of the 
crime. 

Additionally, the bill doubles the 
statute of limitations for COVID-era 
unemployment insurance fraud pros-
ecution from 5 to 10 years. As of last 
year, the Department of Labor re-
ported more than 150,000 open com-
plaints, and the Department of Justice 
had more than 1,648 open investiga-
tions regarding pandemic unemploy-
ment fraud. Prosecutors need more 
time to hold criminals accountable. 

Every day Congress waits to pass this 
bill is another day that another 
fraudster will get away with stealing 
money that rightfully belongs to tax-
payers and individuals in need. 

The Recover COVID Unemployment 
Fraud in Banks Act passed 41–0 out of 
the Ways and Means Committee. This 

bill has also received the endorsement 
from the National Association of State 
Workforce Agencies, the Taxpayers 
Protection Alliance, and the Strategic 
Services on Unemployment and Work-
ers’ Compensation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
provide a similar level of support and 
advance this to the Senate and Presi-
dent Trump’s desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
8873, the Recover COVID Unemploy-
ment Fraud in Banks Act. 

I thank Chairman SMITH, and I want 
to especially thank my colleague Rep-
resentative VAN DUYNE for sponsoring 
this bipartisan, commonsense bill that 
will help root out fraud, protect vul-
nerable Americans, and help return 
stolen funds to the States who were 
robbed. 

We have to remember that COVID 
was a really terrifying period for our 
country. Everyone was vulnerable, and 
hardworking Americans lost their jobs, 
homes, and loved ones overnight. 

Many struggling families were forced 
to rely on unemployment assistance to 
make ends meet. Twenty-two million 
workers lost their jobs, and about a 
quarter of all U.S. workers received un-
employment benefits. 

As a result, States issued billions in 
unemployment benefits, some of it on 
prepaid debit cards through contracts 
with banks. These benefits were meant 
to help families afford their basic needs 
during the lockdown. These benefits 
kept more than 5 million people out of 
poverty as they faced the threat of 
mortgage defaults, utility shutoffs, and 
hunger. 

Unfortunately, while people were iso-
lated and overwhelmed and desperate 
for reliable information, criminals and 
fraudsters exploited those vulnerabili-
ties and attacked unsuspecting Ameri-
cans. In fact, domestic and inter-
national cybercrime rings weaponized 
stolen identities. That is, they stole 
people’s identities. They used loopholes 
to actually apply for unemployment in-
surance using the fake identities that 
they had stolen, and they applied for 
this Federal pandemic aid. 

Right now, as I speak to you, some of 
the stolen money is still sitting un-
touched in debit cards. Even worse, in-
vestigators estimate that the majority 
of fraudulent debit cards are as a result 
of identity theft, and many of the vic-
tims have no idea that they were even 
targeted. These are working families 
and senior citizens. 

Cybercriminals have figured out how 
to take complete advantage of our sys-
tem. Most importantly, they wait to 
withdraw the funds from these debit 
cards until the statute of limitations 
expires on each case and, therefore, 
avoid the legal consequences for steal-
ing. 

According to the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network, FinCEN, in 2021, 
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banks experienced $212 billion in sus-
picious activity related to identity. 
That number increased to $394 billion 
in transactions in 2023. 

The statute of limitations for pros-
ecuting many of these pandemic crimes 
is 5 years, meaning that consequences 
began expiring for some of these crimi-
nals in March of 2025. This has already 
resulted in the loss of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayer funds. We 
have to act now, before we lose these 
millions of dollars. 

Congress has to be united in going 
after fraud and protecting Americans 
from illegal scams and identity theft. 
We have an opportunity to take that 
action today by supporting H.R. 8873, 
Recover COVID Unemployment Fraud 
in Banks Act. 

This bill would extend the statute of 
limitations for the remaining cases, 
where it hasn’t already expired, and 
create a task force to support recovery 
of those funds identified by the inspec-
tor general that can be recovered cost- 
effectively, without diverting time or 
money from future fraud protection. 

Every time a debit card that was 
issued using a stolen identity is de-
tected, in addition to recovering the 
money, this bill ensures that the vic-
tim of the theft is notified and pro-
vided with resources. 

This is critically important because, 
if the criminal has used the victim’s 
identity to apply for pandemic unem-
ployment insurance, chances are that 
that criminal is going to use that sto-
len identity to commit other crimes as 
well. 

By extending the statute of limita-
tions, this bill would allow the Office of 
the Inspector General to complete at 
least 300 current investigations into 
large-scale unemployment insurance 
fraud and potentially recover those 
funds for the taxpayer. 

By supporting this bill, Congress can 
help States focus their energy on the 
most cost-effective prevention and re-
covery efforts. Money recovered by the 
States will help ensure that State un-
employment insurance systems are 
able to prevent fraud and pay earned 
benefits on time and accurately to un-
employed Americans in the future. 

b 1440 
This is especially important right 

now. Gas prices are too high. Grocery 
prices are too high. Healthcare prices 
are too high, and too many Americans 
live in fear of losing their jobs and 
being unable to afford their families’ 
basic needs. 

We have a responsibility to eradicate 
fraud, hold fraudsters accountable, and 
keep Americans and their identities 
safe from harm online. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again thank Rep-
resentative VAN DUYNE for sponsoring 
this commonsense bill, and I urge all 
Members to support this legislation. I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as she may consume 
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
VAN DUYNE). 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 8873, the Re-
cover COVID Unemployment Fraud in 
Banks Act, which I was proud to intro-
duce with the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. SUOZZI), my bipartisan part-
ner. 

This commonsense legislation cre-
ates a Federal task force to work with 
States to recover unspent Federal pan-
demic unemployment funds that re-
main frozen in financial institutions 
and return those taxpayer dollars to 
the U.S. Treasury, but Congress must 
act quickly. 

Last December, the Department of 
Labor’s Office of Inspector General 
issued two fraud alerts identifying 
nearly $1 billion in unspent Federal un-
employment funds frozen by banks be-
cause of suspected fraud. Those funds 
are now sitting on millions of prepaid 
debit cards that States used to dis-
tribute supplemental unemployment 
benefits during the pandemic. 

More than 6 years later, many of 
these accounts have simply been for-
gotten. They remain unreconciled by 
State workforce agencies and, in many 
cases, have even been transferred to 
State unclaimed property divisions, 
making recovery even that much more 
difficult. Without congressional action, 
hundreds of millions of taxpayer dol-
lars could be lost permanently. 

The Committee on Ways and Means 
has made combating pandemic unem-
ployment fraud a top priority. Earlier 
this year, the Subcommittee on Work 
and Welfare held a hearing that exam-
ined the scope of this problem and the 
consequences of failing to act. 

During that hearing, the Department 
of Labor Inspector General testified 
that the fraud alerts covered prepaid 
debit card accounts across 21 States 
and that more than $200 million in sus-
pected fraudulent funds have already 
been transferred into State unclaimed 
property programs. 

H.R. 8873 addresses this problem by 
establishing a Federal task force, led 
by a national recovery coordinator, to 
partner with States in identifying, re-
covering, and returning those Federal 
unemployment dollars to taxpayers. 

The bill also extends the statute of 
limitations for prosecuting pandemic 
unemployment fraud from 5 years to 10 
years. This provision mirrors H.R. 1156, 
the Pandemic Unemployment Fraud 
Enforcement Act, which passed the 
House last year with bipartisan sup-
port. 

Federal investigators are still ac-
tively pursuing hundreds of pandemic 
fraud cases. Since October 2025 alone, 
the Department of Labor Inspector 
General has brought 59 criminal mat-
ters to prosecution, resulting in 
charges against 131 individuals and 
more than $16 million in recoveries. 
Extending the statute of limitations 
ensures prosecutors have the time they 
need to hold fraudsters accountable. 

This legislation has earned bipar-
tisan support from the National Asso-
ciation of State Workforce Agencies, 

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
Taxpayers Protection Alliance, and 
Strategic Services on Unemployment & 
Workers’ Compensation. 

Every dollar stolen through fraud is 
a dollar that cannot serve hardworking 
Americans or reduce our Nation’s debt. 
It is not too late to recover these tax-
payer funds, and it is not too late to 
hold criminals accountable. H.R. 8873 
gives us the tools to do both. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I am prepared to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time. 

H.R. 8873, the Recover COVID Unem-
ployment Fraud in Banks Act, is a 
commonsense bill that helps eliminate 
waste, fraud, and abuse; recovers stolen 
taxpayer dollars; and protects some of 
our most vulnerable citizens, including 
older Americans. 

At a time when too many families 
face the uncertainty of unemployment, 
high gas and grocery prices, and sen-
iors are forced to choose between food, 
rent, and healthcare, we can’t allow 
fraudsters to get away with stealing 
funds meant to help hardworking fami-
lies. 

We have a responsibility to root out 
fraud, hold bad actors accountable, and 
protect Americans and their identities 
from being exploited ever again. 

I again thank the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. VAN DUYNE), my colleague, 
for working in a bipartisan and col-
laborative fashion on this common-
sense legislation. I urge my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means was able to 
come together in bipartisan unity and 
bring this important piece of legisla-
tion to the floor. 

The American people expect Congress 
to root out the fraud in the critical so-
cial safety net so many rely on, includ-
ing unemployment insurance. 

To date, only $6 billion of stolen UI 
benefits have been recovered. 

It is shameful that these benefits 
were stolen from vulnerable Americans 
in the first place. It will be equally 
shameful if Congress doesn’t pass the 
bipartisan bill, recover the fraudulent 
unemployment benefits we know are 
sitting in banks, and prosecute more 
fraudsters. 

I thank all of my colleagues, but es-
pecially the leaders of this bill, Rep-
resentatives VAN DUYNE and SUOZZI, 
for their leadership in fighting fraud. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8873, as 
amended. 
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The question was taken; and (two- 

thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HEALTH CARE EFFICIENCY 
THROUGH FLEXIBILITY ACT 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 5347) to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to ensure 
the availability of appropriate collec-
tion types for quality reporting under 
the Medicare Shared Savings Program, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5347 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Health Care 
Efficiency Through Flexibility Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENSURING AVAILABILITY OF APPRO-

PRIATE COLLECTION TYPES FOR 
QUALITY REPORTING UNDER THE 
MEDICARE SHARED SAVINGS PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 1899(b)(3)(B) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395jjj(b)(3)(B)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘An ACO shall submit’’ and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An ACO shall submit’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
clauses: 

‘‘(ii) REQUIRED AVAILABILITY OF COLLECTION 
TYPES FOR CERTAIN YEARS.—For performance 
years 2025 through 2029, the Secretary shall 
ensure that the following collection types (as 
described in section 414.1305 of title 42, Code 
of Federal Regulations (or a successor regu-
lation)) are available with respect to each 
measure described in subparagraph (A)(i) re-
quired to be reported by an ACO under this 
paragraph: 

‘‘(I) Electronic clinical quality measures. 
‘‘(II) MIPS clinical quality measures. 
‘‘(III) Medicare Clinical Quality Measures 

for Accountable Care Organizations Partici-
pating in the Medicare Shared Savings Pro-
gram. 

‘‘(iii) CLARIFICATION ON APPLICATION OF 
DATA COMPLETENESS REQUIREMENTS IN CER-
TAIN CASES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—In determining whether 
data submitted by an ACO with respect to a 
measure described in subparagraph (A)(i) for 
a performance year beginning on or after 
January 1, 2026, satisfies the data complete-
ness requirements applicable to such meas-
ure under section 414.1340 of title 42, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion) (as applied pursuant to section 425.512 
of title 42, Code of Federal Regulations (or a 
successor regulation)), the Secretary may 
not find such data to be unrepresentative of 
such ACO’s performance for such year (as de-
scribed in paragraph (e) of such section 
414.1340) based solely on the fact that such 
data excludes applicable data from 1 or more 
ACO participants in such ACO if— 

‘‘(aa) such data submitted by the ACO oth-
erwise complies with the data completeness 
requirements of such section 414.1340; and 

‘‘(bb) such ACO demonstrates to the satis-
faction of the Secretary that such ACO par-
ticipant was unable to collect such data 
through the collection type (as described in 
clause (ii)) selected by the ACO for the sub-
mission of such data. 

‘‘(II) DEFINITION.—In this clause, the term 
‘ACO participant’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 425.20 of title 42, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion). 

‘‘(III) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary 
may implement this clause by program in-
struction or otherwise.’’. 
SEC. 3. PILOT PROGRAM FOR DIGITAL QUALITY 

MEASURE REPORTING. 

Section 1899(b)(3)(B) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395jjj(b)(3)(B)), as amended by 
section 2, is further amended by adding at 
the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(iv) PILOT PROGRAM FOR DIGITAL QUALITY 
MEASURE REPORTING.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For each of performance 
years 2028 through 2032, the Secretary shall 
establish a digital quality measure reporting 
pilot program (in this clause referred to as 
the ‘program’) under which ACOs selected 
under subclause (II) for such performance 
year report quality measures specified by the 
Secretary under subclause (III) for such per-
formance year through a digital quality 
measure (as defined by the Secretary) collec-
tion type specified by the Secretary. 

‘‘(II) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall se-
lect ACOs to participate in the program for 
a performance year from ACOs that submit 
an application at such time and in such form 
and manner as specified by the Secretary. 

‘‘(III) SPECIFICATION OF QUALITY MEAS-
URES.—For each performance year of the pro-
gram, the Secretary shall specify 2 measures 
described in subparagraph (A)(i) otherwise 
required to be reported by ACOs for such per-
formance year for which an ACO selected 
under subclause (II) shall submit data 
through the collection type specified in sub-
clause (I). 

‘‘(IV) WAIVER OF REQUIREMENT TO REPORT 
OTHER MEASURES.—The Secretary may not 
require an ACO selected under subclause (II) 
for a performance year to report data on any 
measure described in subparagraph (A)(i) 
otherwise required to be reported by an ACO 
under this paragraph for such performance 
year, other than such a measure specified 
under subclause (III) for such performance 
year. 

‘‘(V) DISREGARD OF DATA FOR CERTAIN 
MEASURES.—The Secretary may not take 
into account any data for a measure speci-
fied under subclause (III) for a performance 
year submitted by an ACO selected under 
subclause (II) for such performance year, or 
any data for a measure with respect to which 
such ACO is not required to report data for 
such performance year under subclause (IV), 
in determining— 

‘‘(aa) whether such ACO has met quality 
performance standards established by the 
Secretary under subparagraph (C) for such 
performance year; or 

‘‘(bb) any score for the quality perform-
ance category (as described in section 
1848(q)(2)(A)(i)) for an ACO participant (as 
defined in clause (iii)(II)) in such ACO for 
such performance year. 

‘‘(VI) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall provide such technical assist-
ance to ACOs selected to participate in the 
program as is practicable. 

‘‘(VII) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—Not 
later than December 31, 2032, the Secretary 
shall publicly post (or include as part of an-
nual rulemaking for this section) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(aa) An analysis of the program. 
‘‘(bb) Any recommendations for increasing 

submissions of data for measures described 
in subparagraph (A)(i) through the collection 
type specified in subclause (I); and 

‘‘(cc) A proposed timeline for requiring 
such measures to be submitted through such 
collection type.’’. 

SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION FUNDING. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—There are appropriated, 

out of any funds in the Treasury not other-
wise obligated, $8,000,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
to remain available until expended, to the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Program Management Account for purposes 
of implementing the amendments made by 
sections 2 and 3. 

(b) MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND.—Section 
1898(b)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$2,062,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,054,000,000’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SUOZZI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Health Care Efficiency Through Flexi-
bility Act led by Committee on Ways 
and Means members, the Sub-
committee on Health Chairman VERN 
BUCHANAN and Representative JIMMY 
PANETTA. 

As the lead sponsor of this legisla-
tion, Congressman BUCHANAN has been 
a strong champion for ensuring that 
our healthcare system is focused on the 
right outcomes—including improved 
patient health through chronic disease 
prevention—rather than Washington 
paperwork mandates. 

This bill ensures that complex re-
porting requirements do not over-
whelm healthcare providers or distract 
them from their primary job, caring for 
patients. 

Accountable Care Organizations, or 
ACOs, are groups of healthcare pro-
viders who are responsible for improv-
ing patient health and reducing spend-
ing through value-based care. More 
than 500 such ACOs, comprising nearly 
700,000 medical providers, cared for 
over 12 million Medicare beneficiaries 
just last year. In their 14-year history, 
ACOs have saved taxpayers $12 billion. 

ACOs are required to submit data on 
patient outcomes and operations, 
known as quality measures, to the Fed-
eral Government to track their per-
formance and determine their shared 
savings. 

The current system for reporting 
quality measures is labor intensive. 
Some ACOs use as many as 15 different 
electronic health record systems to 
track and report this data. One health 
system spent $5.6 million and 100,000 
staff hours on reporting in a single 
year. 

Digital reporting could ease this bur-
den, while potentially saving $14 billion 
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in national health costs and investing 
resources in better care. 

However, the lack of guidance dis-
rupts operations and means digital re-
porting has yet to lighten the load for 
many medical providers. 

b 1450 
This bipartisan bill provides stability 

for quality measure reporting and 
flexibility for smaller provider prac-
tices. It also establishes a pilot pro-
gram for digital reporting to determine 
best practices. 

This policy is particularly helpful for 
over 12,000 small, rural, or independent 
providers who are committed to low-
ering costs and improving patient out-
comes but often lack the sophisticated 
software needed to comply with the 
digital reporting regime. 

Medical providers should not waste 
precious resources and man-hours on 
reporting data to Washington bureau-
crats when the need for patient care is 
so great. This bill ensures that ACOs 
can put quality patient care first. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5347, the Health Care Efficiency 
Through Flexibility Act, which was in-
troduced by two of my good friends, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BUCHANAN) and the gentleman from 
California (Mr. PANETTA). 

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense, 
bipartisan bill to improve care for 
Medicare patients while reducing bur-
dens on healthcare providers. The bill 
does this by expanding quality report-
ing options for accountable care orga-
nizations. 

These organizations, accountable 
care organizations, are groups of doc-
tors, hospitals, and other healthcare 
professionals who work together with 
the aim of providing better care to pa-
tients on Medicare. They do this by co-
ordinating their efforts and sharing in-
formation with one another rather 
than working separately. 

These organizations were created 
under the Affordable Care Act to im-
prove healthcare quality and to lower 
costs. When an accountable care orga-
nization is able to improve care and re-
duce costs, they get to share in the 
savings generated. 

The legislation would provide for a 
wider variety of quality measure re-
porting methods to be used in Medicare 
through the year 2029. It also creates a 
digital quality measure pilot program 
to ensure that any transition to digital 
quality measures continues to assess 
care quality and reduce burdens for 
providers. 

The Health Care Efficiency Through 
Flexibility Act is supported by the Na-
tional Association of Accountable Care 
Organizations, America’s Physician 
Groups, Epic Systems, Oracle Health, 
Accountable for Health, and the 
Healthcare Information and Manage-
ment Systems Society. 

Doctors in my district tell me, like 
many of my colleagues, all the time 
that they want to spend more time car-
ing for their patients and less time 
with paperwork and medical records 
systems. Today’s physicians are bogged 
down in insurance paperwork and are 
severely underpaid because Medicare 
reimbursement rates have not kept up 
with the rate of inflation. 

Physicians work incredibly hard 
every day to care for us and our loved 
ones in our communities, and they de-
serve to be supported so that they can 
continue to provide quality care for pa-
tients across the country. 

This bill is a step toward ensuring 
that physicians have the support they 
need to provide the best care possible 
for their parents. The Health Care Effi-
ciency Through Flexibility Act re-
ceived unanimous support from the 
members of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, and I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill on the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BUCHANAN), the vice chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman SMITH for his incred-
ible leadership over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of my bill, the Health Care Efficiency 
Through Flexibility Act, which helps 
minimize burdens on value-based care 
organizations. 

We must move away from fee-for- 
service. As someone who has been in 
business for a long time, the incentives 
are wrong. That is part of the problem. 
The more you do, the more you make. 
The sicker you are, the more you 
make, and I just don’t like it. Not to 
say that doctors take advantage of it, 
but the incentives are wrong, and we 
need to fix that. 

That is why I am in strong support of 
accountable care organizations. Ameri-
cans are served better, and the focus 
needs to be on quality of care, not 
quantity. As our health system con-
tinues shifting toward value-based 
care, we need to do everything we can 
to make healthcare more supportive, 
especially in ACOs. 

ACOs and Medicare share a portion of 
it in terms of the program. They save 
approximately $2 billion annually. My 
bill ensures a smooth transition to dig-
ital reporting so physicians can be 
more focused on their patients them-
selves. 

I thank Mr. PANETTA for his bipar-
tisan leadership and for helping me, 
working together on this. I thank 
Leader Scalise and the whip for letting 
me bring this to the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Health Care Efficiency 
Through Flexibility Act. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5347, the Health 
Care Efficiency Through Flexibility 

Act, is a commonsense, bipartisan bill 
to provide more flexibility when ac-
countable care organizations report on 
the care they provide to their patients. 

This bill ensures that the CMS pro-
vides a smooth transition as it im-
proves these reporting requirements, 
thereby reducing confusion and admin-
istrative burdens for physicians who 
are with us at the most vulnerable 
times in our lives. 

While Congress continues to work on 
other legislation to address physician 
payment issues and more, I urge my 
colleagues to support this bill that Mr. 
BUCHANAN and Mr. PANETTA have 
worked on together in a bipartisan 
fashion. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill before us today 
was approved with total support by 
Ways and Means Republicans and 
Democrats. The purpose of value-based 
care is to implement solutions to some 
of this Nation’s most pressing health 
challenges, including the high cost of 
care. 

Digital reporting of quality measures 
holds the promise of relieving the ad-
ministrative costs associated with ac-
countable care organizations. However, 
that potential does not do doctors, pa-
tients, or taxpayers any good when the 
rules and timeline for digital reporting 
of quality measures are uncertain. 

Ultimately, this bill keeps medical 
providers at accountable care organiza-
tions focused on providing better 
healthcare at a lower cost. That elimi-
nates the potential distraction of com-
plying with new digital reporting re-
quirements that are yet to be finalized. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SMITH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
5347, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1500 

TRIA PROGRAM 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2026 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7128) to extend the Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Program, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7128 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘TRIA Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2026’’. 
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SEC. 2. EXTENSION. 

Section 108(a) of the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 6701 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2027’’ and inserting 
‘‘2034’’. 
SEC. 3. IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTIFICATION 

PROCESS. 

Section 102(1) of the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 6701 note) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the 

end; 
(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘exceed 

$5,000,000.’’ and inserting: ‘‘exceed— 
‘‘(I) with respect to an act that occurred in 

a year before 2029, $5,000,000; and 
‘‘(II) with respect to an act that occurred 

in 2029, or any year thereafter, $10,000,000; 
or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iii) the Secretary did not issue to the 

public a final determination to certify such 
act as an act of terrorism before the expira-
tion of the applicable period described in 
subparagraph (D)(ii).’’; and 

(2) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(D) REVIEW AND DETERMINATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) NOTICE OF REVIEW.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, not 

later than 30 days after beginning the proc-
ess of determining whether to certify an act 
as an act of terrorism, publish a notice in 
the Federal Register that informs the public 
that the Secretary is in the process of deter-
mining whether to certify the act as an act 
of terrorism. 

‘‘(II) ADDITIONAL NOTICE PERMITTED.—The 
Secretary may, as the Secretary determines 
appropriate, notify the public, through publi-
cation in the Federal Register, or otherwise, 
that an act is not being evaluated by the 
Secretary to determine whether it should be 
certified as an act of terrorism. 

‘‘(ii) PERIOD OF REVIEW.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as described in 

subclause (II), the Secretary shall conclude 
any process of determining whether to cer-
tify an act as an act of terrorism not later 
than 90 days after publishing a notice in the 
Federal Register under clause (i)(I). 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTION.—If, during the 90-day pe-
riod following the publication of a notice in 
the Federal Register under clause (i)(I), the 
Secretary determines there is insufficient in-
formation available at that time to deter-
mine if an act is eligible for certification as 
an act of terrorism, the Secretary may, be-
fore the end of such 90-day period, extend the 
process of determining whether to certify an 
act as an act of terrorism for a period not to 
exceed 365 days following the date on which 
the damage attributable to such act oc-
curred, as determined by the Secretary, and 
shall notify the public of any such extension. 

‘‘(iii) ISSUANCE OF FINAL DETERMINATION.— 
If the Secretary decides to certify an act as 
an act of terrorism, the Secretary shall, be-
fore the expiration of the period applicable 
under clause (ii), issue to the public a final 
determination that certifies such act as an 
act of terrorism and such determination 
shall be irrevocable. 

‘‘(iv) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph may be construed to re-
quire to the Secretary to issue a final deter-
mination under clause (iii) about any act 
that the Secretary does not certify as an act 
of terrorism.’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORTING. 

Section 104(h)(2) of the Terrorism Risk In-
surance Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 6701 note) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B), (C), 
(D), (E), and (F) as subparagraphs (C), (D), 
(E), (F), and (G), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B) a list of each act with respect to 
which the Secretary published a notice in 
the Federal Register under section 
102(1)(D)(i) during the preceding calendar 
year, that includes— 

‘‘(i) any final determination issued by the 
Secretary under section 102(1)(D)(iii) with re-
spect to such act; or 

‘‘(ii) a concise explanation of why the Sec-
retary did not issue a final determination 
under section 102(1)(D)(iii) with respect to 
such act;’’. 
SEC. 5. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 103(e)(7)(E)(i) of 
the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (15 
U.S.C. 6701 note) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (I)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2022’’ and inserting ‘‘2029’’; 

and 
(B) by striking ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2031’’; 
(2) in subclause (II)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2030’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘2029’’ and inserting ‘‘2036’’; 

and 
(C) by striking ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2031’’; 

and 
(3) in subclause (III)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘2029’’ and inserting ‘‘2036’’; 

and 
(B) by striking ‘‘2024’’ and inserting ‘‘2031’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.— 
(1) TERRORISM RISK INSURANCE ACT .—The 

Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (15 
U.S.C. 6701 note) is amended by striking 
‘‘Terrorism Insurance Program’’ each place 
it appears in text or headings and inserting 
‘‘Terrorism Risk Insurance Program’’. 

(2) FEDERAL INSURANCE OFFICE.—Section 
313(c)(1)(D) of title 31, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘Terrorism Insurance 
Program’’ and inserting ‘‘Terrorism Risk In-
surance Program’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. FLOOD) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 

the CBO estimate for this bill. 

EFFECTS ON DIRECT SPENDING AND REVENUES OF LEGISLATION CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPENSION OF THE RULES IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WEEK OF JUNE 29, 2026 

Bill Number Title Effect on Direct Spending Effect on Revenues Additional Information on Direct Spending and Revenue Ef-
fects 

Link to Pub-
lished Esti-

mates 

H.R. 7128 ................................ TRIA Program Reauthorization Act of 2026, as amended ...... Increase by at Least $500K ... Increase by at Least $500K ... Would increase direct spending and revenues by several bil-
lion dollars and reduce the deficit by more than $1 bil-
lion.

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I will start 
today by thanking Chairman HILL, 
Ranking Member WATERS, and my co- 
lead on this bill, Congressman ANDREW 
GARBARINO. All of us have worked to-
gether on legislative text that would 
reauthorize the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Program while also making 
changes that will protect taxpayers. 

This legislation would reauthorize 
TRIA, the program established by Con-
gress in the aftermath of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
through 2034. We are so fortunate that 
we have never seen a TRIA claim in the 
program’s entire history. I hope that 
we never ever see one. 

However, if this program is going to 
continue to exist with a public back-
stop, we should ensure we update its 
charter to protect taxpayers in the 
event of future claims, and we should 

work to ensure the certification proc-
ess is transparent. Allow me to briefly 
walk through the changes this bill 
makes to TRIA. 

Number one, this legislation in-
creases the amount of losses that must 
result from an event for it to be eligi-
ble for review by the Department of the 
Treasury as a terrorism risk insurance 
event. 

The current statutory threshold is $5 
million, and this bill would increase 
that to $10 million for events in 2029 
and later. That change will keep this 
threshold in line with inflation, and it 
will put in place appropriate protec-
tions for taxpayers from future claims. 

This legislation also provides a cou-
ple of new deadlines, or shot clocks, as 
you may have them, for the Depart-
ment of the Treasury to certify wheth-
er an event is an act of terror. 

That process would work as follows. 
First, the Treasury Department would 
publish its intent to examine a poten-
tial event more closely in the Federal 
Register. They must publish this no-
tice within 30 days of initiating their 
review of an event. Then, 90 days after 
publishing that notice in the Federal 
Register, the Treasury Department 
would need to come to a decision about 
whether that event qualifies as an act 
of terror. If the Treasury Department 
needs more time, they could extend 
that deadline up to a year after the 
original event occurred. 

Because the program, again, thank-
fully, has never been tested, we don’t 
have much of a case study on how 
Treasury’s review process would work 
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today. What we do know is that mar-
kets tend not to react well to uncer-
tainty. With no active deadlines for re-
view, the current process leaves a lot of 
room for ambiguity and uncertainty. 

We want to ensure that if, God for-
bid, we are in the position of reacting 
to a potential terrorist attack with a 
Treasury review, there is sufficient 
structure to the process to provide in-
sureds and insurers with the informa-
tion they need on when to expect 
Treasury’s review to conclude. 

With these changes, there will be 
transparency for everyone in the mar-
ket regarding when Treasury is under-
taking a review of specific events and 
when they can expect a final decision 
on whether an event is covered by 
TRIA. 

I am so pleased to have bipartisan 
support for this commonsense reau-
thorization of the Terrorism Risk In-
surance Program. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
seven letters of support on behalf of 
this bill. 

MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, June 29, 2026. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. FRENCH HILL, 
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
Hon. MAXINE WATERS, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Financial Serv-

ices, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, LEADER JEFFRIES, 
CHAIRMAN HILL, AND RANKING MEMBER 
WATERS: On behalf of the Mortgage Bankers 
Association (MBA), I am writing to express 
our support for H.R. 7128, the TRIA Program 
Reauthorization Act of 2026, as amended, in 
advance of the bill’s anticipated consider-
ation by the full House under suspension of 
the rules this week. As you know, a similar 
version of the legislation passed the House 
Financial Services Committee in late Janu-
ary by the wide bipartisan margin of 51 to 2. 
MBA urges all Members to vote ‘‘Aye’’ on 
H.R. 7128, as amended, when it comes before 
the full House for a vote. 

The Terrorism Risk Insurance Act (TRIA) 
of 2002 (P.L. 107–297) and its subsequent reau-
thorizations have been essential to MBA’s 
members, as private insurers cannot ade-
quately supply terrorism coverage without a 
federal backstop. Thus, the uninterrupted 
continuation of the TRIA program going for-
ward remains a critical consideration. 

By extending TRIA for seven years, H.R. 
7128, as principally sponsored by Reps. Mike 
Flood, Emanuel Cleaver, and Andrew 
Garbarino, will provide certainty to the 
broad array of businesses (across countless 
economic sectors) that rely upon this crit-
ical program. 

The bill, as most recently amended, also 
includes measured reforms that would (1) 
raise the program’s certification ‘‘trigger’’ 
loss threshold from $5 to $10 million (begin-
ning in 2029) and (2) add an enhanced event 
timeline for Treasury Department certifi-
cation of domestic acts of terrorism. 

With $5.02 trillion in total mortgage debt 
outstanding the commercial real estate fi-
nance (CREF) sector, which is comprised of 
key capital sources including commercial 
banks, life insurance companies, the housing 

Government Sponsored Enterprises (‘‘GSEs’’) 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development’s 
(HUD) Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA), commercial mortgage-backed securi-
ties (CMBS) issuers, debt funds, and other in-
stitutional sources, is a large and integral 
part of the national economy. 

Together, these capital sources support the 
financing of the office, retail, industrial, and 
multifamily rental properties that serve as 
the foundation of our communities and our 
nation. Beyond housing individual families, 
these properties also accommodate the busi-
nesses that are the engines for our nation?s 
vibrant and diverse economy. Any gap in the 
availability of terrorism risk insurance 
would negatively impact the CREF sector 
and ripple through the broader economy—as 
buildings would become more difficult and 
costly to finance, sell, and purchase. 

The enactment of a long-term TRIA reau-
thorization is especially critical for the af-
fected CREF mortgage servicers whose func-
tions include review of insurance coverage, 
negotiating and placing coverage when not 
in place, receipt of insurance and mortgage 
payments, customer service, escrow adminis-
tration, investor accounting, collections, 
foreclosures, and more. Phrased differently, 
MBA’s CREF members hold the single larg-
est share of real estate debt outstanding in 
all markets—and therefore retain the ‘‘lion’s 
share’’ of the financial risk associated with 
property damage or destruction. 

CONCLUSION 
MBA commends you for taking such early 

action (during calendar year 2026) on a 
longterm TRIA reauthorization—an action 
needed well-prior to the program’s expira-
tion on December 31, 2027, to provide contin-
ued market certainty and prevent key pol-
icyholders (like our members) from facing 
any meaningful gap in coverage. 

Again, MBA urges an ‘‘Aye’’ vote on H.R. 
7128, as amended, by all House Members dur-
ing a vote scheduled to take place this week 
(most likely later today). 

We look forward to our ongoing work to-
gether in the coming weeks and months to 
promote a competitive, sustainable real es-
tate finance market within the United 
States. 

Thank you in advance for the consider-
ation of the views expressed within this let-
ter. 

Sincerely, 
BILL KILLMER, 

Senior Vice President, Legislative and 
Political Affairs. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS, 
June 29, 2026. 

Re Support for House passage of H.R. 7128, 
the TRIA Program Reauthorization Act 
of 2026, as amended. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. STEVE SCALISE, 
Majority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. KATHERINE CLARK, 
Minority Whip, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, LEADER SCALISE, 
LEADER JEFFRIES, AND WHIP CLARK: The Na-
tional Association of REALTORS (NAR) 
urges the House to pass the Terrorism Risk 
Insurance Act (TRIA) Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2026 (H.R. 7128). This critical bill 
would reauthorize the TRIA program for 
seven years, through 2034. 

A long-term reauthorization of TRIA is es-
sential to maintaining the availability of 

terrorism risk insurance, a prerequisite for 
financing across much of the commercial 
real estate market. When terrorism coverage 
becomes uncertain or unavailable, lenders 
may restrict credit and owners can face tech-
nical defaults—disruptions the federal back-
stop was designed to prevent. Multi-year re-
authorization provides stability, supporting 
transactions, construction, and jobs nation-
wide. 

The bill also improves transparency in 
Treasury’s event-certification process by re-
quiring public notice within 30 days of initi-
ating a review and establishing a 90-day re-
view framework, with a limited extension 
when sufficient information is not available. 
It also updates the statutory threshold from 
$5 million to $10 million to ensure the cer-
tification process focuses on larger events. 
Clearer, time-bound signals from Treasury 
help reduce post-incident uncertainty and 
support prudent market risk management. 

NAR urges House passage of the TRIA Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act. Reauthorizing 
TRIA while strengthening certification 
transparency will promote market con-
fidence, help keep terrorism coverage avail-
able, and safeguard investment and eco-
nomic activity across the country. 

Sincerely, 
KEVIN BROWN, 

2026 President, National Association of 
REALTORS. 

JUNE 29, 2026. 
Re BOMA Supports H.R. 7128, TRIA Program 

Reauthorization Act. 
Chairman FRENCH HILL, 
Ranking member MAXINE WATERS, 
House Financial Services Committee, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN HILL AND RANKING MEMBER 
WATERS: On behalf of the Building Owners 
and Managers Association (BOMA) Inter-
national and our 16,000 members, we express 
strong support for H.R. 7128, the Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2026, and urge its swift passage. 

As the nation approaches the 25th anniver-
sary of September 11, 2001, terrorism con-
tinues to pose a persistent and evolving 
threat to the United States. Since that hor-
rific day, numerous foiled plots and com-
pleted attacks have spanned the country— 
many in just the past two years, including a 
recently disrupted plot targeting a White 
House event tied to the nation’s 250th anni-
versary celebration. Taken together, these 
incidents demonstrate that the threat envi-
ronment remains active, evolving, and im-
mediate. 

TRIA remains critical as both a federal 
backstop in the event of an attack and as a 
tool that enables our members to secure fi-
nancing, maintain insurance coverage, and 
continue operating and servicing commercial 
properties nationwide. Without this pro-
gram, the availability and affordability of 
terrorism risk insurance would be signifi-
cantly constrained, undermining real estate 
markets and broader economic stability. 

We commend the bipartisan work of the 
House Financial Services Committee and its 
decision to advance this legislation early in 
the Second Session, underscoring the impor-
tance of timely action. In particular, we rec-
ognize the leadership of Housing and Insur-
ance Subcommittee Chairman MIKE FLOOD 
in introducing the legislation. Additionally, 
we appreciate House leadership’s efforts to 
schedule this legislation for floor consider-
ation ahead of the July 4 recess. 

For these reasons, BOMA International 
strongly supports H.R. 7128 and urges its 
prompt passage. 

Thank you again for your leadership on 
this important issue. 

Respectfully, 
LUCI SMITH, 
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Chair & Chief Elected 

Officer, BOMA 
International. 

MARY LUE PECK, 
President & Chief Op-

erating Officer 
BOMA Inter-
national. 

LLOYD’S, 
New York, NY, June 29, 2026. 

Hon. MIKE FLOOD, 
Chairman, Housing & Insurance Subcommittee, 
Cannon House Office Building, Washington, 

DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: We write to you 
today in support of your bill H.R. 7128, the 
TRIA Program Reauthorization Act of 2026. 
We are grateful for your leadership on this 
critical issue, and we are particularly 
pleased with your recognition that reauthor-
izing the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act 
(‘‘TRIA’’) this year will ensure the least dis-
ruption to what has been a relatively stable 
terrorism risk insurance market. 

Lloyd’s views on terrorism risk, and TRIA 
in particular, are based upon extensive expe-
rience: Lloyd’s paid almost $8 billion in 
claims resulting from the tragic events of 
September 11th, and led the development of 
the standalone terrorism market in the U.S. 
in the days following 9/11. Lloyd’s has long 
been a significant participant in the U.S. 
commercial property-casualty insurance 
market, supporting the U.S. economy in the 
face of numerous catastrophes over the past 
150 years. We have supported TRIA since its 
inception and we are grateful for the bipar-
tisan support in Congress for the program’s 
reauthorization. 

Following 9/11, the lack of availability of 
terrorism insurance had dramatic economic 
impact. Commercial policyholders found it 
difficult, if not impossible, to secure ter-
rorism coverage, yet banks and other capital 
providers would not provide financing in 
many cases without it. Congress enacted 
TRIA in 2002 to address this situation, struc-
turing the program to ensure that terrorism 
insurance is available for commercial policy-
holders, while providing a potential federal 
backstop for catastrophic events. Unlike cer-
tain other federal insurance programs, TRIA 
is designed to have the private insurance in-
dustry be the principal bearers of risk in the 
terrorism insurance market, with the federal 
government only stepping in once certain 
thresholds are met. 

The TRIA program has evolved over time 
to ensure that the private sector’s share of 
losses continues to grow proportionate to its 
premium growth, and the result has been a 
stable terrorism insurance market, with 
strong take-up rates even as the broader 
property-casualty market hardened in recent 
years. Simply put, TRIA is one of those rare 
government programs that has worked al-
most exactly as intended. In this vein, 
Lloyd’s favors a ‘‘clean’’ reauthorization, as 
we worry about potential disruption that 
could be caused by even seemingly minor 
changes. 

That being said, we recognize and truly ap-
preciate the work that went into securing an 
overwhelming bipartisan 51–2 vote in Com-
mittee in January, and we are hopeful that 
the full House will give a similarly over-
whelming vote to approve this important 
legislation in the coming days. 

Again, we thank you for your leadership 
and look forward to working with you as this 
critical legislation continues its way 
through the legislative process this year. 

SABRINA MIESOWITZ, 
General Counsel. 

June 29, 2026. 
The Hon. MIKE FLOOD, Chairman, 
Housing and Insurance Subcommittee, 
Committee on Financial Services, Washington 

DC. 
On behalf of the undersigned organization, 

we write to express support for H.R. 7128— 
The TRIA Program Reauthorization Act, of 
2026 in advance of the anticipated vote in the 
U.S. House of Representatives this week. 

After the September 11th attacks, ter-
rorism insurance became largely unavail-
able, bringing commercial real estate fi-
nance to a virtual halt and negatively im-
pacting the economy for millions of business 
across the country. As such, Congress rightly 
responded with the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act, a necessary public-private partner-
ship to ensure affordable and available ter-
rorism insurance coverage at virtually no 
cost to American taxpayers. As we look back 
nearly 25 years after 9/11, it is important to 
recognize the economic development TRIA 
has supported, while at the same time ac-
knowledge terrorism threats unfortunately 
have not dissipated. 

We commend the House Financial Services 
Committee, especially the leadership of 
Chairman Hill, Ranking Member Waters, 
Subcommittee Chair Flood, and Sub-
committee Ranking Member Cleaver, for 
their work to closely examine the need for 
TRIA and prompt reauthorization through a 
hearing last September and its subsequent 
advancement in January. We appreciate the 
broad support among members as TRIA ap-
proaches a vote before the full House. 

TRIA is a critical public-private partner-
ship that ensures the continued availability 
of terrorism insurance coverage, benefiting 
the broader economy. We urge Congress to 
move without delay in reauthorizing the pro-
gram on a long-term basis. 

Sincerely, 
Coalition to Insure against Terrorism, 

Council of Insurance Agents & Brokers, CRE 
Finance Council, Independent Insurance 
Agents & Brokers (Big ‘‘I’’), ICSC, Nareit, 
National Association of Mutual Insurance 
Companies, The Real Estate Roundtable, Re-
insurance Association of America. 

U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Washington, DC, June 29, 2026. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES: The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce supports H.R. 7128, the ‘‘TRIA Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2026.’’ This leg-
islation would provide for a reauthorization 
of the Department of the Treasury’s Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Program through 2034. 
It is vital that Congress reauthorize the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act (TRIA) well in ad-
vance of its expiration at the end of 2027, so 
businesses that rely on the program can re-
main confident it will not lapse. 

Since its enactment in 2002, TRIA has 
served as a critical public-private risk-shar-
ing mechanism, ensuring the commercial 
availability of terrorism risk insurance and 
enabling a more resilient economic recovery 
in the event of a terrorist attack. The 
proactive reauthorization of TRIA is vital to 
ensuring long-term financial safety and sta-
bility, providing businesses across the coun-
try with the necessary support and certainty 
to manage the unique risks associated with 
terrorism-related events. 

This legislation includes changes to the 
event certification process and other tech-
nical adjustments. While the Chamber would 
prefer a clean reauthorization of the pro-
gram, we recognize the importance of ensur-
ing this critical economic backstop remains 
in place without disruption. We commend 
the House Financial Services Committee for 
acknowledging the necessity of this program 
and advancing the legislation with an over-
whelming bipartisan vote of 51 to 2. 

The Chamber urges you to support TRIA’s 
vital mission by voting for this important 
legislation, and we look forward to working 
with Congress to ensure timely reauthoriza-
tion. 

Sincerely, 
FOXHALL PARKER, 

Senior Director, 
Center for Capital Markets Competitiveness. 

JUNE 29, 2026 
Re CREFC Support for H.R. 7128, the TRIA 

Program Reauthorization Act of 2026. 

Hon. FRENCH HILL, 
Chairman, House Committee on Financial Serv-

ices. 
Hon. MIKE FLOOD, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Housing and Insur-

ance. 
Hon. MAXINE WATERS, 
Ranking Member, House Committee on Finan-

cial Services. 
Hon. EMANUEL CLEAVER II, 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Housing and 

Insurance. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN HILL, RANKING MEMBER 

WATERS, CHAIRMAN FLOOD, AND RANKING 
MEMBER CLEAVER: On behalf of the CRE Fi-
nance Council (CREFC), the trade associa-
tion representing the over $6 trillion com-
mercial real estate finance industry, we 
write to express our strong support for H.R. 
7128, the TRIA Program Reauthorization Act 
of 2026, and to thank you for your leadership 
in advancing this important bipartisan legis-
lation. 

Terrorism risk insurance is a key under-
writing requirement across nearly every seg-
ment of commercial real estate finance, in-
cluding loans held on balance sheet and 
those securitized in CMBS transactions. 
Lenders, servicers, and investors rely on the 
continued availability of the federal Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Program to ensure af-
fordable coverage remains accessible to com-
mercial property owners, with that certainty 
reflected directly in loan underwriting, pric-
ing, and securitization documents. Any 
lapse, or even the prospect of one, introduces 
unnecessary uncertainty into the capital 
markets that finance the nation’s office, 
multifamily, industrial, retail, and hospi-
tality properties. 

H.R. 7128 would extend the Program 
through 2034, providing the long-term cer-
tainty our members and their borrowers 
need to plan and invest with confidence. 

We appreciate that this legislation has ad-
vanced with bipartisan support, and we urge 
the Committee and the full House to act 
swiftly to bring H.R. 7128 to the floor for pas-
sage. CREFC and its members stand ready to 
serve as a resource to the Committee and 
staff as this legislation moves forward. 

Thank you for your continued leadership 
on this issue. 

Sincerely, 
CRE FINANCE COUNCIL. 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
of my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support H.R. 
7128, the TRIA Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2026, sponsored by Rep-
resentative FLOOD. 

I am pleased that today we are con-
sidering this critical legislation to re-
authorize the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Program for 7 years. This is a bi-
partisan bill, as it has been in past re-
authorizations. 

I first thank Chairman HILL, Rank-
ing Member WATERS, Representative 
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FLOOD, and our staffs for working to 
ensure long-term certainty and avail-
ability of affordable terrorism risk in-
surance all across the country, which 
small businesses, hospitals, univer-
sities, not-for-profits, and others rely 
on. 

TRIA was first enacted after the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist acts. After the at-
tack, terrorism risk insurance all but 
disappeared, and any coverage that 
could be found was extremely expen-
sive. Without terrorism insurance, 
commercial reconstruction in New 
York stalled, raising the threat of larg-
er economic fallout. 

In response, Congress passed TRIA in 
2002 to provide certainty for insurers 
and policyholders and access to ter-
rorism risk insurance by creating a 
Federal backstop in the event of cata-
strophic losses. Since then, the pro-
gram has effectively done just that. 

As we look back nearly 25 years since 
9/11, it is important to recognize the 
Federal Government’s role in sup-
porting economic development through 
TRIA. In our role in Congress, as 
stakeholders, we unanimously agree 
with that act. 

TRIA is set to expire at the end of 
2027. By reauthorizing the program 
ahead of that deadline, it will offer des-
perately desired certainty to policy-
holders moving forward. 

This legislation will provide a long- 
term reauthorization through 2034 and 
make targeted but sensible updates to 
the program. The bill would increase 
the threshold to certify an individual 
terrorism event to require more than 
$10 million in property and casualty in-
surance losses from the current level of 
more than $5 million. It would also 
codify the existing regulatory require-
ment that Treasury provides public no-
tice in the Federal Register within 30 
days of beginning the process of certifi-
cation determination and require 
Treasury to issue its determination 
within 90 days of that notice. 

To address minor technical feedback 
from Treasury, the bill will now allow 
the Secretary of the Treasury to ex-
tend the review period for an addi-
tional 365 days if there is insufficient 
information at the time to determine 
certification. 

I also thank Congresswoman 
VELÁZQUEZ and Congresswoman 
PRESSLEY for their efforts on the bill, 
as their communities were directly im-
pacted by tragedies caused by ter-
rorism. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this essential legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL) will control the remain-
der of the time for the majority. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from Arkansas is recognized. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me thank Chairman 
FLOOD and Ranking Member CLEAVER 
of the subcommittee and certainly our 
full committee ranking member, Ms. 
WATERS, for their work with the major-
ity to craft this extension of the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act. 

The reauthorization of this program 
is important. I thank, on a bipartisan 
basis, those who have worked to bring 
it to fruition. 

Every Member of this body, Mr. 
Speaker, including you, my friend, 
knows where they were on September 
11, 2001. That day changed everything, 
including how America thought about 
risk. Before those attacks, the private 
insurance market handled terrorism 
risk like any other. After 9/11, no in-
surer could price it or absorb it alone. 

Congress subsequently created TRIA 
in 2002. The purpose of TRIA is spelled 
out in the original law. Section 101(b) 
states that TRIA is designed to provide 
for ‘‘a transparent system of shared 
public and private compensation for in-
sured losses resulting from acts of ter-
rorism in order to protect consumers.’’ 

That is the goal here, to give policy-
holders access to the financial protec-
tion and confidence they need to build 
skyscrapers, sports venues, and malls, 
and employ workers that drive our 
economy. 

Each reauthorization is an oppor-
tunity to look at what is working and 
what is not and to look at what adjust-
ments are needed to keep delivering 
market certainty and stability. 

b 1510 

As time has passed, quirks in TRIA 
have appeared that make it harder for 
those policyholders to get their claims 
paid quickly and fully and left insurers 
adrift in the lurch of a clunky will- 
they/won’t-they certification process. 

Mr. FLOOD’s bill today proposes a 
modest set of improvements that will 
add clarity to the certification process 
and make it easier for insurers to pay 
their claims in a timely manner and 
easier for policyholders to recover fi-
nancially when they need those pay-
ments the most. 

Throughout this process, we have 
sought feedback from Members on both 
sides of the aisle and others as we have 
moved to get out in front of this pro-
gram’s scheduled expiration in Decem-
ber 2027 so that everyone would have an 
opportunity to review and debate the 
modest improvements contained in this 
measure. 

The reality is that terrorism is now, 
unfortunately, a permanent fixture of 
American life. Whether you are in Los 
Angeles, the Big Apple, or Little Rock, 
this risk does not respect geography, 
and it does not go away. 

I urge my colleagues to support Mr. 
FLOOD’s bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to enter into a colloquy with the 
chairman. 

I was appalled by reports that a 
FEMA employee used their authority 

entrusted by the United States to de-
termine access to Federal aid based on 
a political yard sign. 

Whether we are talking about FEMA 
or the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act, 
this type of action violates the mission 
of Federal programs that Congress de-
signs to work for all Americans. 

Likewise, H.R. 7128 is also designed 
to avoid anything like that from hap-
pening in the future with regard to the 
Terrorism Risk Insurance Program. 

Congress passed TRIA shortly after 
the horrific September 11 terrorist at-
tacks in an effort to ensure all busi-
nesses, not just some, could access ter-
rorism insurance coverage. Since then, 
we have repeatedly reauthorized the 
act to provide certainty to all Amer-
ican businesses and the insurance mar-
ket. 

However, a capricious use of TRIA 
would undermine the certainty, and, 
for that reason, some of the changes we 
made to the act would ensure that cer-
tainty is a part of what both sides be-
lieve to be necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the chairman 
agrees with me on this matter, and I 
value his thoughts as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) to engage in 
a colloquy with me. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman yielding, and 
I agree with his assessment. 

It is true that TRIA was designed to 
create certainty, not doubt, for our 
businesses, indeed our economy at 
large after something unthinkable 
takes place. 

It requires insurance companies to 
make stand-alone terrorism coverage 
available to their clients, who can 
choose to purchase it or not in addition 
to their traditional business insurance 
coverage. 

That was the system we devised more 
than two decades ago to provide con-
tinuity after a large-scale terrorism 
event, as well as to provide businesses 
the fastest path to economic recovery. 

It simply would not work within the 
spirit of the law or the confines of this 
reauthorization to pursue pathways 
that interrupted that system and flow 
of that important post-event recovery 
capital. 

I am very pleased, as my friend from 
Missouri knows, that Ranking Member 
WATERS and I have worked to include 
some small but important reforms to 
the post-event process to make sure 
that policyholders can get their claims 
paid more fully and quickly, the way 
that TRIA intended. 

Simply put, TRIA should always be 
about putting affected policyholders 
first, and that is represented in the bill 
text that we are voting on today. 

I thank the gentleman from Missouri 
for yielding. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, TRIA exists because the 
private market, left alone, will not pro-
vide adequate terrorism risk insurance 
for businesses, universities, and policy-
holders. The losses are too large and 
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too unpredictable for private insurers 
to price or absorb alone. We learned 
this after September 11 when coverage 
all but vanished and commercial recon-
struction stalled in New York City. 

Congress stepped in with a Federal 
backstop, and for over two decades, 
TRIA has kept the market functioning. 
H.R. 7128 reauthorizes that Federal re-
insurance program for 7 years, extend-
ing certainty to small businesses, hos-
pitals, universities, and not-for-profits 
that rely on it. 

This is a bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion. With TRIA set to expire at the 
end of 2027, passing this bill now and by 
reauthorizing it through 2034 with sen-
sible targeted updates is both timely 
and necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I echo agreement with 
Ranking Member CLEAVER’s words 
today as well as the chairman of our 
subcommittee, MIKE FLOOD, and his 
hard work on both sides of the aisle to 
bring forward this 7-year reauthoriza-
tion of this critically important pro-
gram well in advance of its expiration. 

Mr. Speaker, what I love about this 
is the majority and the minority, 
working together for the benefit of the 
American economy, are getting this 
done well in advance of any loss or gap 
in coverage. 

We know it is important. We treasure 
the fact that we are in the 
semiquincentennial year of our coun-
try’s life, 250 years after the Declara-
tion of Independence, but everybody in 
the back of their mind on this House 
floor in the coming weeks will be 
thinking about another anniversary, 
one that we are not celebrating with 
fireworks or bands or parades, and that 
is, sadly, the 25th anniversary of the 
terror attacks on Washington, New 
York, and our country at large. It 
makes us sad, and we reflect on those 
who we lost, the claims that we are 
still paying, the families that are still 
mourning. 

This bill is an important reminder 
that we have an obligation to our coun-
try to do things right, to be thinking 
about the future, to be thinking about 
our Nation’s economic growth, pros-
perity, and the safety of the American 
people. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to answer this call today and 
support this 7-year reauthorization of 
our Terrorism Risk Insurance Pro-
gram, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, too often Congress 
reflexively renews sprawling federal backstops 
that the market no longer needs—quietly gam-
bling with taxpayers’ exposure to potentially 
massive losses while ignoring the absence of 
any real market breakdown. This TRIA reau-
thorization fits the pattern perfectly: another 
automatic green light for an open-ended fed-
eral guarantee, despite no evidence of a gen-
uine market failure. 

I think it’s important to recall exactly what 
Congress intended when it created the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Act, or TRIA. The stat-
ute laid out that the program was established 
as ‘‘. . . a temporary federal program that pro-
vides for a transparent system of shared pub-
lic and private compensation for insured 
losses resulting from acts of terrorism, in order 
to (1) protect consumers by addressing market 
disruptions and ensure the continued wide-
spread availability and affordability of property 
and casualty insurance for terrorism risk; and 
(2) allow for a transitional period for the pri-
vate markets to stabilize, resume pricing of 
such insurance, and build capacity to absorb 
any future losses, while preserving State in-
surance regulation and consumer protections.’’ 

That’s the law’s own language—and the key 
phrase here is ‘‘temporary federal program.’’ 
TRIA was never meant to be permanent. It 
was designed to give the private market time 
to adjust, mature, and ultimately take full re-
sponsibility for insuring against terrorism risk. 
Yet here we are, twenty plus years later, 
marking up another long-term reauthorization 
that continues to rely on federal involvement 
instead of meaningfully reducing it. 

I have great respect for my colleagues who 
have worked hard on this proposal, but I be-
lieve that H.R. 7128 misses an opportunity. 
Rather than putting TRIA on a path toward 
less government exposure and greater private- 
sector responsibility, this bill extends the fed-
eral backstop until December 31, 2034—near-
ly nine years from now. That’s hardly con-
sistent with the statute’s intent of providing a 
‘‘transitional’’ program. 

I also believe that H.R. 7128 violates the 
spirit—if not the letter—of the House Repub-
lican floor protocols for the 119th Congress, 
particularly the requirement that federal pro-
grams be subject to a sunset ‘‘not later than 
seven years’’ after spending is first authorized 
or continued. Under Section 2, H.R. 7128 
does not merely ‘‘add seven years’’ to a dis-
tant end date; it strikes ‘‘2027’’ and inserts 
‘‘2034,’’ making this authorization effective as 
soon as the bill is enacted and keeping TRIA 
in force through the end of 2034. 

In my view, the proper way to apply our 
Conference’s seven-year sunset standard is to 
measure from when the reauthorized program 
actually takes effect—namely, when this bill is 
signed into law and TRIA’s federal backstop is 
once again authorized. In other words, the 
‘‘clock’’ should start when we newly authorize 
or continue the program, not from the old ter-
mination date written in prior law. Viewed that 
way, characterizing H.R. 7128 as a simple 
seven-year extension obscures the reality that 
Congress would be reauthorizing a significant 
federal program for nearly a decade at once, 
in tension with our Conference’s stated com-
mitment to regular review and reconsideration 
of federal spending and backstop authorities. 

This is especially concerning given that, to 
date, TRIA has never been activated. In the 
20 plus years since TRIA was enacted, there 
has not been a single Treasury-certified act of 
terrorism that met the program’s financial trig-
ger. Not once has the federal government 
been required to step in under TRIA. 

Meanwhile, the private insurance industry 
has not just done well in this space—it has 
thrived under the shelter of a taxpayer-funded 
guarantee. According to the Treasury Depart-
ment, from 2003 to 2023 insurers collected 
roughly $56.7 billion in terrorism risk pre-
miums. 

That is not the profile of a fragile market in 
need of permanent federal protection; it is evi-
dence that insurers have the experience, cap-
ital, and appetite to keep cashing premium 
checks while the public absorbs the worst- 
case downside risks. In effect, taxpayers pro-
vide free reinsurance so that insurance car-
riers can book steady revenue and protect 
record surpluses—a classic example of 
privatized gains and socialized risk. Given this 
track record, the question is no longer whether 
insurance companies can begin to shoulder 
more of the risk, but why they have been al-
lowed to avoid doing so for this long. 

Yet instead of taking any meaningful steps 
to scale down taxpayer exposure or establish 
a serious glide path for an eventual federal 
exit, this bill simply extends the program near-
ly as-is. I find that deeply disappointing, be-
cause I do not believe the federal government 
should be in the business of permanently 
backstopping risks that the private sector is 
clearly capable of handling on its own. 

It did not have to be this way. I offered an 
amendment that I believe would have greatly 
improved this bill by beginning the long-over-
due process of shifting more terrorism risk off 
taxpayers and back onto the well-capitalized 
insurance industry where it belongs. 

First, my amendment would have reduced 
the federal cost share. Under current law, the 
federal government covers 80 percent of cov-
ered losses above insurer deductibles. My 
amendment would have reset that share to 75 
percent and then ratcheted it down by 1 per-
centage point a year until it reached 70 per-
cent. This would have created a gradual, pre-
dictable glide path that would give insurers 
time to adjust while steadily reducing federal 
exposure and putting more responsibility back 
on the private market where it belongs. 

Second, my amendment would have re-
duced the circumstances under which tax-
payers are forced to step in. Under current 
law, the program trigger remains frozen at 
$200 million. My amendment would have 
raised that trigger by $10 million per year until 
it reached $250 million, and then indexed it to 
inflation using a benchmark selected by the 
Treasury Secretary through a rulemaking proc-
ess. That approach would have kept the trig-
ger aligned with economic reality instead of 
shrinking in real terms and quietly expanding 
the federal role, ensuring that more of the risk 
stays with insurers rather than being shifted to 
taxpayers. 

Third, my amendment would have short-
ened the length of the reauthorization by 
changing the program termination date to five 
years after enactment. Five years provides 
ample certainty for markets, but it also re-
spects the fact that TRIA was supposed to be 
temporary, and that Congress should regularly 
revisit the scope of federal involvement. 

Fourth, my amendment would have forced 
Treasury to do the serious homework this bill 
avoids, laying out how, within a few years, we 
could dramatically reduce taxpayer risk and 
make the industry shoulder a larger share of 
the costs. It would have directed Treasury to 
study how an annual participation fee on in-
surers in TRIA could be structured, including 
options that generate substantial aggregate 
fees and deposit them into a dedicated fund at 
Treasury that can be used solely to cover fu-
ture federal outlays or reimbursements under 
the program. The study would have been re-
quired to examine fee designs that are propor-
tionate to insurer size and premiums, so that 
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large national carriers shoulder the largest 
share while small and regional insurers are 
not disproportionately burdened. 

It also would have evaluated whether a 
carefully designed opt-out for small insurers 
from the mandatory availability requirement 
could work without undermining the long-term 
health of the program. Treasury would then 
have been required to report back to the Fi-
nancial Services Committee with concrete 
findings and legislative options, giving us real 
data to build a system that shifts more risk off 
taxpayers and onto the well-capitalized insur-
ance companies that benefit from TRIA. 

My amendment would not have pulled the 
rug out from under anyone; it simply asked the 
insurance industry to start standing on its own 
two feet. It took modest, measured steps to 
ratchet down the federal share, raise and 
index the trigger, shorten a long-term reau-
thorization, and finally force a serious con-
versation about a participation fee and dedi-
cated fund that would put taxpayers ahead of 
industry convenience. 

When Congress tells the public a program 
will be temporary, we incur more than a proce-
dural obligation—we make a promise. In 
TRIA’s case, there is no ambiguity about that 
promise: the statute itself describes it as a 
temporary federal program. The Members of 
Congress considering this legislation have, in 
my view, a covenant with our predecessors 
who first authorized TRIA on that basis. To 
honor that covenant, we must either set this 
program on a genuine path of reform, as my 
amendment would have done, or have the 
courage to let it expire. A long-term extension 
with only minimal changes does not satisfy 
that obligation. 

I want to thank Chairman FLOOD and Chair-
man HILL for their leadership and for their ef-
forts to maintain stability in this space, and I 
appreciate their willingness to engage in this 
important discussion. But when we shrink from 
doing the difficult things; when we refuse to 
challenge an industry all too eager to cash ter-
rorism insurance premium checks backed by 
taxpayers; when we cannot even agree on 
modest, common-sense reforms to a backstop 
that has never once been triggered, we miss 
a rare opportunity to leave the terrorism insur-
ance marketplace stronger and more account-
able than we found it. For all of these reasons, 
I must oppose H.R. 7128 in its current form. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 7128, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1520 

PAUL IGNATIUS POST OFFICE 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 

bill (H.R. 4662) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 6444 San Fernando Road in 
Glendale, California, as the ‘‘Paul Igna-
tius Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4662 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PAUL IGNATIUS POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 6444 
San Fernando Road in Glendale, California, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Paul 
Ignatius Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Paul Ignatius Post Of-
fice’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas). Pursuant to the rule, 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) and the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
bill, which would rename a post office 
in Glendale, California, for Paul Igna-
tius. A city of Glendale native, Paul Ig-
natius commissioned as a naval officer 
in World War II following his gradua-
tion from the University of Southern 
California. He continued his education 
after his military service at Harvard 
University, receiving an MBA. 

Paul served in two Presidential ad-
ministrations as Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, Under Secretary of the 
Army, Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
and Secretary of the Navy. 

He is the recipient of the Army Dis-
tinguished Civilian Service Award, the 
Navy Distinguished Public Service 
Award, and the Department of Defense 
Distinguished Public Service Award. 

In addition to his numerous acco-
lades, an Arleigh Burke-class guided- 
missile destroyer ship was named after 
him, which is currently homeported in 
Rota, Spain. 

After spending his career dedicated 
to public service and the country, Paul 
was an active member in his commu-
nity, involved in various nonprofit or-
ganizations and served on several 
boards. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my House col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4662, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 6444 San Fernando Road in 
Glendale, California, as the Paul Igna-
tius Post Office. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
FRIEDMAN) to discuss this bill. 

Ms. FRIEDMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill to 
designate the United States Postal 
Service facility on San Fernando Road 
in Glendale, California, as the Paul Ig-
natius Post Office. 

Let me start by thanking my col-
leagues for bringing this legislation to 
the floor and giving us the opportunity 
to come together, set aside our dif-
ferences, and honor a truly outstanding 
American. 

Paul Ignatius was born in Glendale in 
1920 to Armenian immigrant parents 
who escaped horrific persecution and 
genocide overseas. They put down roots 
on San Fernando Road, the same street 
where, as a young man, Paul clerked at 
the post office that will carry his name 
should this bill pass. 

Paul went on to answer the call in 
World War II as a naval officer and 
served 8 years across two Presidential 
administrations as Assistant Secretary 
of the Army, Under Secretary of the 
Army, Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
and, ultimately, as Secretary of the 
Navy. 

He earned too many awards to list 
here today, but they include the Army, 
Navy, and Department of Defense Dis-
tinguished Public Service Awards. The 
Navy named a guided-missile destroyer 
after him, the USS Paul Ignatius. 

After serving our Nation in the mili-
tary, he went home and kept giving 
back to his community well past his 
100th birthday. Sadly, he passed away 
last fall at the age of 104. 

As we approach our Nation’s 250th 
anniversary, I keep coming back to his 
story, the son of Armenian immigrants 
who fled persecution and built a new 
life in this country, who answered the 
call to serve under Presidents of both 
parties, and who went home and con-
tinued giving back to their community 
until the very end. 

He is the kind of American we should 
all aspire to be. 

There is a reason this legislation has 
brought together the California delega-
tion, Democrats, Republicans, and an 
Independent, because there is nothing 
partisan about honoring a patriot like 
Paul Ignatius. It is simply the right 
thing for us all to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
again for their support, and I urge pas-
sage of this bill. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
in closing, I encourage my colleagues 
to join me in honoring the life of Mr. 
Ignatius by naming this post office 
after him. I urge passage of H.R. 4662, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 
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Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I en-

courage my colleagues to support this 
bill naming a post office for Paul Igna-
tius, a dedicated soldier and public 
servant, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4662. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

URSULA ELLEN KENNEDY POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3350) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 340 East 1st Street in Tustin, 
California, as the ‘‘Ursula Ellen Ken-
nedy Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3350 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. URSULA ELLEN KENNEDY POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 340 
East 1st Street in Tustin, California, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Ursula Ellen 
Kennedy Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Ursula Ellen Kennedy 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN) and the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SUBRAMANYAM) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
bill to rename a post office in Tustin, 
California, for Ursula Ellen Kennedy. 

Ursula and her husband raised three 
children in Tustin, California. She was 
an accomplished author, publishing 
more than 500 articles and a book on 
essays. 

In 1978, Ursula became the first 
woman ever elected to the Tustin City 

Council. Twelve years later, Ursula be-
came the first woman elected to mayor 
where she served for two terms. 

Through her dedicated leadership to 
the city of Tustin, Ursula contributed 
to the creation of senior services, com-
munity planning, and environmental 
protections, leaving a lasting civic leg-
acy. 

She will be remembered for her 
humor, persistence, and relentless 
work ethic. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my House col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in 
supporting this bill. I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in supporting the 
life of Mayor Kennedy and her public 
service for the city of Tustin, Cali-
fornia, by naming this post office after 
her. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. KIM). 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 3350, to designate a post 
office in the city of Tustin, California, 
as the Ursula Ellen Kennedy Post Of-
fice Building. 

Ursula Ellen Kennedy made history 
as the first woman elected to the 
Tustin City Council and the first 
woman to serve as mayor of Tustin. 

At a time when few women held pub-
lic office, Ursula stepped forward to 
serve the city she loved. In 1978, she 
was elected to the Tustin City Council, 
and 6 years later, her colleagues chose 
her to serve as Tustin’s mayor. 

However, her story did not begin in 
city hall. While raising her family, she 
became a writer, publishing more than 
500 articles and a book of essays. In her 
forties, she enrolled in law school, 
earned her degree, passed the bar, and 
built her career as an attorney while 
raising her family. 

Ursula came to city hall to build a 
stronger Tustin. When the city’s plan-
ning commission was disbanded, she 
fought to restore it because she be-
lieved residents deserved a voice in 
their community’s future. 

She helped guide the development of 
east Tustin into the neighborhood we 
know today as Tustin Ranch. She also 
championed the senior center that still 
serves residents today, helping bring it 
from vision to reality. More than three 
decades later, it remains a lasting tes-
tament to her leadership. 

Ursula Kennedy passed away in 2024 
at the age of 87. She is remembered as 
a woman of vision, humor, fairness, 
and heart. She leaves behind a loving 
family who continues her legacy. 

While we can never fully repay lead-
ers like Ursula Kennedy, dedicating 
this post office ensures her legacy lives 
on in the community she helped build. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Kennedy 
family for working with me on this 
bill, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 3350. May Ursula Kennedy’s 
life continue to inspire us all. 

b 1530 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support me in 
passing H.R. 3350, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage my colleagues to support this 
bill naming a post office for Ursula 
Ellen Kennedy, an author, mother, and 
dedicated leader in public service. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3350. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

KIDS INTERNET AND DIGITAL 
SAFETY ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7757) to protect children and 
teens online, empower parents and 
strengthen families, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7757 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Kids Internet and Digital Safety Act’’ 
or the ‘‘KIDS Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 

TITLE I—SHIELDING MINORS FROM 
OBSCENITY 

Sec. 101. Short title. 
Sec. 102. Definitions. 
Sec. 103. Technology verification measures. 
Sec. 104. Consultation requirements. 
Sec. 105. GAO report. 

TITLE II—ONLINE PLATFORMS 
Sec. 201. Definitions. 

Subtitle A—Kids Online Safety 
Sec. 211. Short title. 
Sec. 212. Definitions. 
Sec. 213. Addressing harms to minors. 
Sec. 214. Safeguards for minors, parental 

tools, and teen messaging con-
trols. 

Sec. 215. Reporting mechanism. 
Sec. 216. Disclosure. 
Sec. 217. Advertising and marketing infor-

mation and labels. 
Sec. 218. Advertising of illegal products to 

minors. 
Sec. 219. Audit; report. 
Sec. 220. Rule of construction on age 

verification. 
Sec. 221. Rule of construction on encryption. 

Subtitle B—Stop Profiling Youth and Kids 
Sec. 231. Short title. 
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Sec. 232. Know; knows defined. 
Sec. 233. Market research. 
Sec. 234. Effective date. 
TITLE III—SOCIAL GAMING PLATFORMS 

Sec. 301. Short title. 
Sec. 302. Definitions. 
Sec. 303. Safeguards requirements for online 

video game providers. 
TITLE IV—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

CHATBOTS 
Sec. 401. Short title. 
Sec. 402. Definitions. 
Sec. 403. Certain statements prohibited. 
Sec. 404. Disclosure required. 
Sec. 405. Policies required. 
Sec. 406. Rule of construction. 
TITLE V—RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND 

BEST PRACTICES FOR PROTECTING MI-
NORS ONLINE 

Subtitle A—Research 
Sec. 501. Definitions. 
Sec. 502. Exemption. 

PART 1—SAFE SOCIAL MEDIA ACT 
Sec. 511. Short title. 
Sec. 512. Report by Commission on social 

media use by minors. 
PART 2—NO FENTANYL ON SOCIAL MEDIA ACT 

Sec. 513. Short title. 
Sec. 514. Report on the ability of minors to 

access fentanyl through social 
media platforms. 

PART 3—ASSESSING SAFETY TOOLS FOR 
PARENTS AND MINORS ACT 

Sec. 515. Short title. 
Sec. 516. Industry review and report. 

PART 4—STUDY ON CHATBOTS AND MENTAL 
HEALTH OF MINORS 

Sec. 517. Study required. 
Sec. 518. Consultation. 
Sec. 519. Report. 

Subtitle B—Education 
PART 1—PROMOTING A SAFE INTERNET FOR 

MINORS ACT 
Sec. 521. Short title. 
Sec. 522. Online safety education for minors. 

PART 2—AI WARNINGS AND RESOURCES FOR 
EDUCATION (AWARE) ACT 

Sec. 523. Short title. 
Sec. 524. Safe chatbot use for minors. 
Subtitle C—Partnerships and Best Practices 
Sec. 525. Short title. 
Sec. 526. Kids Internet Safety Partnership. 
TITLE VI—KIDS PRIVACY PROTECTIONS 

Subtitle A—COPPA 2.0 
Sec. 601. Short title. 
Sec. 602. Online collection, use, disclosure, 

and deletion of personal infor-
mation of children and teens. 

Sec. 603. Study and reports of mobile and 
online application oversight 
and enforcement. 

Sec. 604. GAO study. 
Sec. 605. Severability. 

Subtitle B—Data Broker Disclosures 
Sec. 611. Definitions. 
Sec. 612. Registration requirement. 
Sec. 613. Rule of construction. 

TITLE VII—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec. 701. Enforcement. 
Sec. 702. Judicial review. 
Sec. 703. Rules of construction. 
Sec. 704. Relationship to State laws. 
Sec. 705. Severability. 
Sec. 706. Effective date. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 551 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

(2) ALGORITHM.—The term ‘‘algorithm’’ 
means any computational process, model, or 

other automated means of processing to 
rank, order, promote, recommend, amplify, 
or similarly alter the delivery or display of 
information (including any text, image, 
audio, or video post and any page, group, ac-
count, channel, or affiliation). 

(3) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term 
‘‘artificial intelligence’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act 
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401). 

(4) CHATBOT.—The term ‘‘chatbot’’ means 
an artificial intelligence system, marketed 
to and available for use by consumers, that 
engages in interactive, natural-language 
communication with a user and generates or 
selects content in response to user inputs 
(including text, voice, or other inputs) using 
a conversational context. 

(5) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

(6) DESIGN FEATURE.—The term ‘‘design 
feature’’— 

(A) means any feature or component of a 
covered platform that encourages an in-
crease in or increases the frequency of use or 
time spent by a user who is a minor with re-
spect to such covered platform; and 

(B) includes— 
(i) infinite scrolling or auto play; 
(ii) rewards or incentives based on fre-

quency of use or time spent; 
(iii) notifications and push alerts; 
(iv) badges or other visual award symbols 

based on frequency of use or time spent; 
(v) appearance altering filters; and 
(vi) personalized recommendation systems. 
(7) FULLY AUTOMATED SYSTEM.—The term 

‘‘fully automated system’’ means an algo-
rithm the final outputs of which are, once 
computed, displayed directly to a covered 
user without review or alteration by a cov-
ered online platform. 

(8) MINOR.—Except as otherwise provided, 
the term ‘‘minor’’ means an individual under 
the age of 17 years. 

(9) NARCOTIC DRUG.—The term ‘‘narcotic 
drug’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 802). 

(10) PARENT.—The term ‘‘parent’’, with re-
spect to a minor, means an adult with the 
legal right to make decisions on behalf of the 
minor, including any of the following: 

(A) A natural parent. 
(B) An adoptive parent. 
(C) A legal guardian. 
(D) An individual with legal custody over 

the minor. 
(11) PERSONAL INFORMATION.—The term 

‘‘personal information’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 1302 of the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 
(15 U.S.C. 6501) (as amended by section 
602(a)(4) of this Act). 

(12) PERSONALIZED RECOMMENDATION SYS-
TEM.—The term ‘‘personalized recommenda-
tion system’’— 

(A) means a fully automated system used 
to suggest, promote, or rank content, includ-
ing other users, hashtags, and posts, based 
on the personal information of a user; and 

(B) does not include a fully automated sys-
tem that suggests, promotes, or ranks con-
tent based solely on the language, city or 
town, or age of a user. 

(13) SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE.—The 
term ‘‘sexual exploitation and abuse’’ means 
any of the following: 

(A) Any offense, including coercion and en-
ticement, described in section 2422 of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(B) Child pornography (as defined in sec-
tion 2256 of title 18, United States Code). 

(C) Trafficking for the production of im-
ages (as described in section 2251 of title 18, 
United States Code). 

(D) Any offense described in section 1591 of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(14) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
State of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, each commonwealth, territory, or 
possession of the United States, and each 
federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

(15) VERIFIABLE CONSENT.—The term 
‘‘verifiable consent’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 1302 of the Children’s 
Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 
U.S.C. 6501) (as amended by section 602(a)(5) 
of this Act). 

TITLE I—SHIELDING MINORS FROM 
OBSCENITY 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Shielding 

Children’s Retinas from Egregious Exposure 
on the Net Act’’ or the ‘‘SCREEN Act’’. 
SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) COVERED PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘cov-

ered platform’’ means a website or other on-
line platform— 

(A) that is accessible by the public; 
(B) with respect to which more than one- 

third of the material made available thereon 
is sexual material harmful to minors; and 

(C) with respect to which the provider of 
such platform knowingly makes available 
the sexual material harmful to minors de-
scribed in subparagraph (B). 

(2) MINOR.—The terms ‘‘minor’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 2256 of 
title 18, United States Code. 

(3) SEXUAL ACT; SEXUAL CONTACT.—The 
terms ‘‘sexual act’’ and ‘‘sexual contact’’ 
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 2246 of title 18, United States Code. 

(4) SEXUAL MATERIAL HARMFUL TO MINORS.— 
The term ‘‘sexual material harmful to mi-
nors’’ means a picture, image, graphic image 
file, film, videotape, or other visual depic-
tion that— 

(A)(i) taken as a whole and with respect to 
minors, appeals to the prurient interest in 
nudity, sex, or excretion; 

(ii) depicts, describes, or represents, in a 
patently offensive way with respect to what 
is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated 
sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simu-
lated normal or perverted sexual acts, or 
lewd exhibition of the genitals; and 

(iii) taken as a whole, lacks serious lit-
erary, artistic, political, or scientific value 
as to minors; or 

(B) is child pornography. 
(5) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE.— 

The term ‘‘technology verification measure’’ 
means technology that employs a system or 
process to determine whether it is more like-
ly than not that a user of a covered platform 
is a minor. 

(6) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA.—The term ‘‘technology verification 
measure data’’ means data that— 

(A) is collected or processed for the pur-
pose of fulfilling a request by an individual 
to access a covered platform or material on 
a covered platform; and 

(B) is collected or processed for the purpose 
of utilizing or providing a technology 
verification measure pursuant to this title. 
SEC. 103. TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEAS-

URES. 
(a) COVERED PLATFORM REQUIREMENTS.— 

Beginning on the date that is 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, a provider 
of a covered platform shall— 

(1) adopt and utilize commercially avail-
able technology verification measures with 
respect to the covered platform of such pro-
vider to identify minors; and 

(2) prevent such minors from accessing any 
sexual material harmful to minors on the 
covered platform. 

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLI-
ANCE.—In order to comply with subsection 
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(a), a provider of a covered platform (or a 
third party contracted by a provider of a 
covered platform with respect to such cov-
ered platform) shall, with respect to a cov-
ered platform of the provider, carry out the 
following: 

(1) Use a technology verification measure 
in order to verify the age of a user. 

(2) Provide that a user confirming that the 
user is not a minor is not sufficient to verify 
age. 

(3) Provide clear and conspicuous notice 
containing information on the technology 
verification measures and other policies and 
procedures related to the technology 
verification measure data used to comply 
with this title. 

(4) Take reasonable measures to address 
circumvention of technology verification 
measures. 

(5) Not transfer, disclose, or retain any 
technology verification measure data beyond 
what is strictly necessary to use a tech-
nology verification measure pursuant to this 
title. 

(6) Not collect or use technology 
verification measure data for any purpose 
beyond what is strictly necessary to utilize a 
technology verification measure pursuant to 
this title. 

(c) USE OF THIRD PARTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A provider of a covered 

platform may contract with a third party to 
use technology verification measures for 
purposes of complying with subsection (a). 

(2) OBLIGATIONS; LIABILITY.—A provider of a 
covered platform who contracts with a third 
party as described in paragraph (1) is not re-
lieved from any obligation or liability under 
this title. 

(d) CHOICE OF VERIFICATION MEASURES.—A 
provider of a covered platform may choose 
the specific technology verification meas-
ures to utilize for purposes of complying 
with subsection (a), if such measures satisfy 
subsection (b). 

(e) TECHNOLOGY VERIFICATION MEASURE 
DATA SECURITY.—A provider of a covered 
platform (or a third party contracted by a 
provider of a covered platform with respect 
to such covered platform) shall establish, 
implement, and maintain reasonable admin-
istrative, technical, and physical data secu-
rity practices to protect the confidentiality, 
integrity, and availability of technology 
verification measure data collected with re-
spect to the covered platform of such pro-
vider (including by a third party contracted 
by such covered provider with respect to 
such covered platform) and protect such 
technology verification measure data 
against unauthorized access. 

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to require the sub-
mission of government-issued identification 
of any individual to a covered platform or a 
third party contracted by a provider of a 
covered platform to use a technology 
verification measure. 
SEC. 104. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS. 

In carrying out this title, the Commission 
shall consult with the following individuals, 
including with respect to the applicable 
standards and metrics for making a deter-
mination on whether a user of a covered 
platform is or is not a minor: 

(1) Individuals with experience in computer 
science and software engineering. 

(2) Individuals with experience in— 
(A) advocating for online child safety; or 
(B) providing services to minors who have 

been victimized by online child exploitation. 
(3) Individuals with experience in con-

sumer protection and online privacy. 
(4) Individuals who supply technology 

verification measure products or have exper-
tise in technology verification measures. 

(5) Individuals with experience in data se-
curity and cryptography. 
SEC. 105. GAO REPORT. 

Not later than 3 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to 
Congress a report that includes the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An analysis of the effectiveness of the 
technology verification measures required 
by section 103. 

(2) An analysis of the rate of compliance 
with such section by providers of covered 
platforms and third parties contracted by 
such providers with respect to such covered 
platforms. 

(3) An analysis of the data privacy and se-
curity measures used by covered platforms 
with respect to age verification processes. 

(4) An analysis of the expression, speech, 
behavioral, economic, psychological, and so-
cietal effects of the technology verification 
measures required by section 103. 

(5) Recommendations, if any, to the Com-
mission on improving the enforcement of 
this title. 

TITLE II—ONLINE PLATFORMS 
SEC. 201. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) COVERED PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘cov-

ered platform’’ means a platform that is a 
website, software, application, or electronic 
service connected to the internet that meets 
the following requirements: 

(A) Is publicly available for use by con-
sumers. 

(B) Enables the creation of a username or 
user identifier— 

(i) that is searchable on the platform by 
other users through a function made avail-
able by the platform; and 

(ii) that can be followed by or is similarly 
accessible to other users of the platform. 

(C) As the primary purpose of the platform, 
facilitates the sharing and access to user- 
generated content through text, images, 
video, audio, or any other interactive me-
dium. 

(D) Uses a design feature to promote user 
engagement on the platform. 

(E) Uses the personal information of the 
user to advertise, market, or make content 
recommendations. 

(2) USER.—The term ‘‘user’’, with respect 
to a covered platform, means an individual 
who registers an account or creates a profile 
on the covered platform. 

Subtitle A—Kids Online Safety 
SEC. 211. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Kids On-
line Safety Act’’. 
SEC. 212. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) CHILD.—The term ‘‘child’’ means an in-

dividual who is under the age of 13. 
(2) COMPULSIVE USAGE.—The term ‘‘compul-

sive usage’’ means a persistent and repet-
itive use of a covered platform that substan-
tially limits 1 or more major life activities 
of an individual (as described in section 3 of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 
(42 U.S.C. 12102)). 

(3) DIRECT MESSAGING FEATURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘direct mes-

saging feature’’ means a function of a cov-
ered platform that enables a user to send a 
message, image, video, audio, or other com-
munication directly to another user or a spe-
cific group of users of the covered platform. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘direct mes-
saging feature’’ does not include a function 
of a covered platform that enables a user to 
post content on the covered platform to— 

(i) a public or semi-public profile; or 
(ii) a feed accessible to a broader group of 

users. 

(4) EPHEMERAL MESSAGING FEATURE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘ephemeral 

messaging feature’’ means a function of a 
covered platform that permanently deletes 
or renders inaccessible a message, image, 
video, audio, or other communication sent 
between users of the covered platform (such 
that neither the sender nor any recipient of 
such communication, nor the covered plat-
form, may readily retrieve or review the 
communication in the original form through 
the covered platform)— 

(i) after a predetermined period; 
(ii) once viewed by such a recipient; or 
(iii) upon exiting the specific chat or mes-

saging interface. 
(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The term ‘‘ephemeral 

messaging feature’’ does not include— 
(i) a function of a covered platform that al-

lows a user of the covered platform to manu-
ally delete a message, image, video, audio, or 
other communication sent by such user after 
the transmission of the communication; 

(ii) standard data volatility in transit or 
temporary caching for necessary functional 
and performance reasons; 

(iii) the implementation of a time limited 
data retention schedule based on industry 
best practices as part of the explicit security 
policies of a covered platform or as needed to 
comply with applicable law or regulation; or 

(iv) a standard process by which a user 
may request deletion of an account on a cov-
ered platform to include user content. 

(5) GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘geolocation information’’ means informa-
tion sufficient to identify a street name and 
name of a city or town. 

(6) KNOW; KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means to know or should have 
known. 

(7) MESSAGING CONTROLS.—The term ‘‘mes-
saging controls’’ means a set of tools or set-
tings that a provider of a covered platform 
provides to a user of the covered platform 
that allows the user to manage the use of a 
direct messaging feature or an ephemeral 
messaging feature by such user. 

(8) TEEN.—The term ‘‘teen’’ means an indi-
vidual who has attained the age of 13 years 
and is under the age of 17 years. 

(9) UNAPPROVED CONTACT.—The term ‘‘un-
approved contact’’ means a user of a covered 
platform with respect to whom another user 
of the covered platform has not initiated a 
direct message conversation. 
SEC. 213. ADDRESSING HARMS TO MINORS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A provider of a covered 
platform shall establish, implement, main-
tain, and enforce reasonable policies, prac-
tices, and procedures that address the fol-
lowing harms to minors: 

(1) Threats of physical violence so severe, 
pervasive, or objectively offensive that such 
threats impact a major life activity of a 
minor. 

(2) Sexual exploitation and abuse. 
(3) Distribution, sale, or use of narcotic 

drugs, tobacco products, cannabis products, 
gambling, or alcohol. 

(4) Any financial harm caused by deceptive 
practices. 

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—The policies, prac-
tices, and procedures required by subsection 
(a) shall be appropriate to the size and com-
plexity of the covered platform. 

(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subsection (a) may be construed to— 

(1) require a provider of a covered platform 
to prevent or preclude any minor from— 

(A) deliberately and independently search-
ing for, or specifically requesting, content; 
or 

(B) accessing resources and information re-
garding the prevention or mitigation of the 
harms described in subsection (a); or 

(2) impose a duty of care on a provider of 
a covered platform. 
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SEC. 214. SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS, PARENTAL 

TOOLS, AND TEEN MESSAGING CON-
TROLS. 

(a) SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORS.— 
(1) SAFEGUARDS.—A provider of a covered 

platform shall provide a user of or visitor to 
the covered platform who the provider knows 
is a minor with readily accessible and easy- 
to-use safeguards to do each of the following, 
as applicable: 

(A) Limit the ability of other users to com-
municate with such user or visitor, including 
through direct messages or ephemeral mes-
sages. 

(B) Prevent the profile or personal infor-
mation of such user or visitor from being 
recommended or suggested to another user 
or visitor who the provider knows is not a 
minor. 

(C) Prevent other users or visitors from 
seeing the current online or offline status of 
such user. 

(D) Limit design features that encourage 
compulsive usage of the covered platform by 
such user or visitor. 

(E) Restrict the sharing of geolocation in-
formation of such user or visitor to a third 
party that is not a processor and provide no-
tice to such user or visitor and the parent of 
such user or visitor that geolocation infor-
mation is collected. 

(F) Control any personalized recommenda-
tion system on such covered platform, in-
cluding with respect to the ability for such 
user or visitor to have— 

(i) a prominently displayed option to opt 
out of any such personalized recommenda-
tion system, and 

(ii) a prominently displayed option to limit 
types or categories of recommendations from 
any such personalized recommendation sys-
tem. 

(2) OPTION.—A covered platform shall pro-
vide a user that the covered platform knows 
is a minor with a readily accessible and easy- 
to-use option to limit the amount of time 
spent by such user on the covered platform. 

(3) DEFAULT SAFEGUARD SETTINGS FOR MI-
NORS.—A provider of a covered platform shall 
ensure that, in the case of a user of or visitor 
to the covered platform who the provider 
knows is a minor, the default setting of any 
safeguard described in paragraph (1) is the 
option available on the covered platform 
that provides the most protective level of 
control with respect to privacy and safety 
for such user or visitor. 

(b) PARENTAL TOOLS.— 
(1) TOOLS.—A provider of a covered plat-

form shall provide readily accessible and 
easy-to-use parental tools that meet the re-
quirements described in paragraph (2) for a 
parent of a user of the covered platform who 
the provider knows is a minor. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The parental tools de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall allow a parent 
of a user of the covered platform who the 
provider knows is a minor to do any of the 
following: 

(A) View the privacy and account settings 
of such user, including the teen messaging 
controls described in subsection (c)(2). 

(B) In the case of a user that the covered 
platform knows is a child, manage, change, 
and control the privacy and account settings 
of such user. 

(C) The ability to restrict purchases and fi-
nancial transactions by such user, if applica-
ble. 

(D) The ability to view metrics of total 
time spent on the covered platform and re-
strict time spent on the covered platform by 
such user, if such time restrictions do not 
amount to full exclusion of access of such 
user to the covered platform. 

(E) Receive a notification when such user 
receives a request from another user who 
seeks to initiate direct messaging or ephem-

eral messaging with such user for the first 
time. 

(F) In the case of a user that the covered 
platform knows is a child, disable any 
ephemeral messaging features or direct mes-
saging features. 

(3) NOTICE TO PARENTS OF MINORS.—A pro-
vider of a covered platform shall provide 
clear and conspicuous notice to a parent of a 
user of the covered platform who the pro-
vider knows is a minor about the availability 
of the parental tools described in paragraph 
(1). 

(4) NOTICE TO MINORS.—A provider of a cov-
ered platform shall provide clear and con-
spicuous notice to a user of the covered plat-
form who the provider knows is a minor 
when any parental tool described in para-
graph (1) is in effect and any setting or con-
trol that has been applied. 

(5) DEFAULT TOOLS FOR CHILDREN.—A pro-
vider of a covered platform shall ensure that, 
in the case of a user of or visitor to the cov-
ered platform who the provider knows is a 
child, the default setting for any parental 
tool described in paragraph (1) is the option 
available on the covered platform that pro-
vides the most protective level of control 
with respect to privacy and safety for such 
user or visitor. 

(6) APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACCOUNTS.—If, 
before the effective date of this subtitle, a 
provider of a covered platform provides a 
parent of a user of the covered platform who 
the provider knows is a child with notice and 
the ability to enable a parental tool de-
scribed in paragraph (1) in a manner that 
would otherwise comply with this subsection 
and the parent opts out of enabling any such 
parental tool, the covered platform is not re-
quired to enable any such parental tool with 
respect to such user by default on or after 
such effective date. 

(c) ADDITIONAL MESSAGING CONTROLS FOR 
TEENS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A provider of a covered 
platform that offers, provides, or enables any 
direct messaging feature or ephemeral mes-
saging feature of such covered platform to 
any user of the covered platform who the 
provider knows is a teen shall provide easily 
accessible and usable messaging controls de-
scribed in paragraph (2) to such user that the 
user may activate and manage. 

(2) TEEN MESSAGING CONTROLS.—The teen 
messaging controls described in this para-
graph shall allow a user of the covered plat-
form to do any of the following: 

(A) Receive a timely notification that— 
(i) alerts the user about a request from an 

unapproved contact who seeks to use a direct 
messaging feature or an ephemeral mes-
saging feature of the covered platform with 
respect to the user; and 

(ii) allows the user to approve or deny the 
request before the unapproved contact and 
the user engage in any direct messaging or 
ephemeral messaging through any such di-
rect messaging feature or ephemeral mes-
saging feature. 

(B) View and manage a list of any contacts 
approved for engaging in direct messaging or 
ephemeral messaging with the user through 
any direct messaging feature or any ephem-
eral messaging feature of the covered plat-
form. 

(C) Disable any direct messaging feature or 
ephemeral messaging feature. 

(D) Prevent any specific user, any specific 
group of users, or other user in general from 
initiating or continuing to engage in direct 
messaging or ephemeral messaging with the 
user through any direct messaging feature or 
any ephemeral messaging feature of the cov-
ered platform. 

(E) Enable the user to set a profile of the 
user on the covered platform as hidden. 

(d) RULES OF APPLICATION.— 

(1) ACCESSIBILITY.—With respect to any 
safeguard described in subsection (a)(1), any 
parental tool described in subsection (b)(1), 
and any teen messaging control described in 
subsection (c)(2), a provider of a covered 
platform shall provide each of the following: 

(A) Information and control options in a 
clear and conspicuous manner that takes 
into consideration the differing ages, capac-
ities, and developmental needs of a user of 
the covered platform who the provider knows 
is a minor most likely to access the covered 
platform and does not encourage such a user 
or a parent of such a user to weaken or dis-
able any such safeguard, parental tool, or 
teen messaging control. 

(B) Readily accessible and easy-to-use con-
trols to enable or disable any such safeguard, 
parental tool, or teen messaging control, as 
appropriate. 

(C) Information and control options in the 
same language, form, and manner as the pro-
vider provides the product or service used by 
such a user or a parent of such a user. 

(2) TIMING CONSIDERATIONS; APPLICATION OF 
CHANGES TO OFFLINE DEVICES OR ACCOUNTS.— 
If the device of a user or user account does 
not have access to the internet at the time 
of a change to a parental tool described in 
subsection (b)(1), the provider of the relevant 
covered platform shall apply changes the 
next time the device or user is connected to 
the internet. 

(3) PROHIBITION.—A provider of a covered 
platform may not knowingly use a user 
interface with the purpose or substantial ef-
fect of obscuring, subverting, or impairing 
the use by a user of the covered platform 
who the provider knows is a minor or a par-
ent of such a user of any safeguard described 
in subsection (a)(1), any parental tool de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1), or any teen mes-
saging control described in subsection (c)(2). 

(e) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section may be construed to do any of 
the following: 

(1) Prevent a provider of a covered plat-
form from taking reasonable measures to 
block, detect, or prevent the distribution of 
unlawful, obscene, or other harmful material 
to minors or any other harms to minors de-
scribed in section 213(a). 

(2) Prevent a provider of a covered plat-
form from entering into an agreement with a 
third party with a primary or exclusive func-
tion of— 

(A) providing— 
(i) any safeguard described in subsection 

(a)(1); 
(ii) any parental tool described in sub-

section (b)(1); or 
(iii) any teen messaging control described 

in subsection (c)(2); or 
(B) otherwise assisting with meeting the 

requirements described in subsections (a), 
(b), and (c). 

(3) Prevent a parent or user from author-
izing a third party described in paragraph (2) 
to implement— 

(A) any safeguard described in subsection 
(a)(1); 

(B) any parental tool described in sub-
section (b)(1); or 

(C) any teen messaging control described 
in subsection (c)(2). 
SEC. 215. REPORTING MECHANISM. 

(a) REPORTING TOOLS.—A provider of a cov-
ered platform shall provide each of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A readily accessible and easy-to-use 
means for a user of or visitor to the covered 
platform to submit a report to the covered 
platform of any harm to a minor related to 
the use of the covered platform. 

(2) An electronic point of contact specific 
to matters involving harms to a minor. 

(3) Confirmation of the receipt of any such 
report and, within the applicable time period 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29JN7.014 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4284 June 29, 2026 
described in subsection (b), a substantive re-
sponse to the user or visitor who submitted 
the report. 

(b) TIMING.—A covered platform shall es-
tablish an internal process to receive and 
substantively respond to a report submitted 
under subsection (a)(1) in a reasonable and 
timely manner, but in no case later than— 

(1) 10 days after the date on which the re-
port is received; or 

(2) if the report involves an imminent 
threat to the safety of a minor, the date that 
is as prompt as needed to address the re-
ported threat to safety. 
SEC. 216. DISCLOSURE. 

(a) NOTICE.— 
(1) REGISTRATION OR PURCHASE.—Before any 

registration or purchase on a covered plat-
form by a user of or visitor to the covered 
platform who the provider knows is a minor, 
the provider shall provide clear, conspicuous, 
and easy-to-understand notice with respect 
to each of the following: 

(A) The policies and practices of the cov-
ered platform with respect to safeguards for 
minors. 

(B) Information about how to access any 
safeguard described in section 214(a)(1), any 
parental tool described in section 214(b)(1), 
and any teen messaging control described in 
section 214(c)(2). 

(2) NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT.—In the 

case of a user of or visitor to a covered plat-
form who the provider of the covered plat-
form knows is a minor, the provider shall 
provide information about any safeguard de-
scribed in section 214(a)(1) and any parental 
tool described in section 214(b)(1) to a parent 
of such user or visitor. 

(B) REASONABLE EFFORT.—A covered plat-
form shall be deemed to have satisfied the 
requirement described in subparagraph (A) if 
the provider of the covered platform is in 
compliance with the requirements of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) to use reasonable 
efforts (taking into consideration commer-
cially available technology) to provide a par-
ent with the information required by para-
graph (1)(B). 

(b) CONSOLIDATED NOTICES.—For purposes 
of this section, a provider of a covered plat-
form may consolidate the process for pro-
viding information required by this section 
with the obligations of the provider to pro-
vide relevant notice and obtain verifiable 
consent under the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act of 1998. 
SEC. 217. ADVERTISING AND MARKETING INFOR-

MATION AND LABELS. 
A provider of a covered platform shall pro-

vide clear, conspicuous, and easy-to-under-
stand labels and information, which may be 
provided through a link to another web page 
or disclosure, to a user of or visitor to the 
covered platform who the provider knows is 
a minor on advertisements regarding the dis-
closure of endorsements of products, serv-
ices, or brands made for commercial consid-
eration by other users of the covered plat-
form. 
SEC. 218. ADVERTISING OF ILLEGAL PRODUCTS 

TO MINORS. 
A provider of a covered platform may not 

facilitate the advertising of narcotic drugs, 
cannabis products, tobacco products, gam-
bling, or alcohol to a user of or visitor to the 
covered platform who the provider knows is 
a minor. 
SEC. 219. AUDIT; REPORT. 

(a) AUDIT REQUIRED.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of the enactment of 
this subtitle, and annually thereafter, a pro-
vider of a covered platform shall ensure that 
an independent, third-party auditor conducts 
an independent, third-party audit of the cov-
ered platform. 

(b) AUDIT SPECIFICATIONS.— 
(1) CRITERIA.—In conducting an audit re-

quired by subsection (a), an independent, 
third-party auditor shall do the following: 

(A) Consider widely accepted or evidence- 
based approaches, best practices, frame-
works, and methods related to any safeguard 
described in section 214(a)(1), any parental 
tool described in section 214(b)(1), and any 
teen messaging control described in section 
214(c)(2). 

(B) Consider widely accepted or evidence- 
based approaches, best practices, frame-
works, and methods related to identifying, 
preventing, and mitigating the harms to mi-
nors described in section 213(a). 

(C) Consult with parents (including parents 
with relevant experience), public health and 
mental health nonprofit organizations, 
health and development organizations, and 
experts in freedom of expression about meth-
ods to identify, prevent, and mitigate such 
harms. 

(2) CONTENTS.—An audit required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(A) An assessment of the extent to which 
the relevant covered platform is likely to be 
accessed by minors, including with respect 
to any difference between children and teens. 

(B) An accounting of the following: 
(i) The number of users using such covered 

platform who the provider of such covered 
platform knows to be minors located in the 
United States. 

(ii) The median and mean amounts of time 
spent on such covered platform by such users 
during the year in which such audit is con-
ducted. 

(iii) A description of the policies, practices, 
and procedures implemented to address the 
harms to minors described in section 213(a). 

(iv) The number of times that any safe-
guard described in section 214(a)(1) has been 
exercised during the year in which such 
audit is conducted. 

(v) The number of times that any parental 
tool described in section 214(b)(1) has been 
exercised during the year in which such 
audit is conducted. 

(vi) The number of times that any teen 
messaging control described in section 
214(c)(2) has been exercised during the year 
in which such audit is conducted. 

(vii) The number of reports, categorized by 
types of harms to a minor, received by such 
covered platform through the reporting 
mechanism described in section 215(a)(1) dur-
ing the year in which such audit is con-
ducted. 

(C) A description of such safeguards for mi-
nors and parental tools that are available to 
minors and parents on such covered plat-
form. 

(D) A description of how such covered plat-
form handles reports received through such 
reporting mechanism, including the rate of 
response to such a report and the timeliness 
and substantiveness of any such response. 

(E) A description of whether, how, and for 
what purpose such covered platform collects 
or processes categories of personal informa-
tion of minors. 

(F) If the covered platform has a process 
used to create, implement, or evaluate the 
impact of a design feature of the covered 
platform used by minors, a description of 
such process. 

(3) COOPERATION BY COVERED PLATFORM.—A 
provider of a covered platform shall facili-
tate an audit of the covered platform re-
quired by subsection (a) by doing the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Providing or otherwise making avail-
able to the independent, third-party auditor 
that conducts such audit any information or 
material in the possession, custody, or con-
trol of such covered platform relevant to 
such audit. 

(B) Providing or otherwise making avail-
able to such auditor access to any network, 
system, or asset relevant to such audit. 

(C) Disclosing any material fact to such 
auditor and not misrepresenting any mate-
rial fact. 

(c) REPORT TO COMMISSION.—Not later than 
30 days after the date on which an audit re-
quired by subsection (a) is completed, the 
provider of the relevant covered platform 
shall submit to the Commission the results 
of the audit. 

(d) PUBLIC REPORT.—Not later than 45 days 
after the date on which an audit required by 
subsection (a) is completed, the provider of 
the relevant covered platform shall issue a 
public report that— 

(1) includes the information required by 
clauses (i), (ii), (iv), (v), and (vi) of sub-
section (b)(2)(B); and 

(2) notwithstanding paragraph (1), may in-
clude any other information required by this 
section. 
SEC. 220. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON AGE 

VERIFICATION. 
Nothing in this subtitle may be construed 

to require the provider of a covered platform 
to implement an age gating or age 
verification functionality on the covered 
platform. 
SEC. 221. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON 

ENCRYPTION. 
No requirement under this subtitle to re-

strict any feature for a user of a covered 
platform or to provide messaging controls 
for a direct messaging feature or ephemeral 
messaging feature of a covered platform may 
be construed to override any protection for 
an encrypted communication described in 
this subtitle and a provider of a covered plat-
form shall adhere to any such requirement, 
to the maximum extent technically feasible, 
through means that do not compromise the 
integrity of strong encryption offered to any 
user of the covered platform. 

Subtitle B—Stop Profiling Youth and Kids 
SEC. 231. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Stop 
Profiling Youth and Kids Act’’ or the ‘‘SPY 
Kids Act’’. 
SEC. 232. KNOW; KNOWS DEFINED. 

The term ‘‘know’’ or ‘‘knows’’ means to 
have actual knowledge or to have acted in 
willful disregard. 
SEC. 233. MARKET RESEARCH. 

(a) PROHIBITION OF RESEARCH ON MINORS.— 
A provider of a covered platform may not, in 
the case of a user or visitor of the covered 
platform who the provider knows is a minor, 
conduct market or product-focused research 
on such user or visitor unless any such re-
search is— 

(1) used solely to improve the privacy, se-
curity, transparency, or safety of the cov-
ered platform, including with respect to a de-
sign feature or any safeguard, setting, or 
tool offered to such user or visitor or a par-
ent of such user or visitor; or 

(2) necessary for compliance with a Federal 
or State law. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subtitle may be construed to limit the 
processing of personal information solely for 
measuring or reporting advertising or con-
tent performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding through an independent measure-
ment. 
SEC. 234. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This subtitle shall take effect on the date 
that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

TITLE III—SOCIAL GAMING PLATFORMS 
SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Safer 
Guarding of Adolescents from Malicious 
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Interactions on Network Games Act’’ or the 
‘‘Safer GAMING Act’’. 
SEC. 302. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this title: 
(1) COVERED COMMUNICATION TOOL.—The 

term ‘‘covered communication tool’’ means a 
capability available to a user of an inter-
active online video game that allows for the 
exchange of verbal, written, or visual mes-
sages between such user and any other user 
of such interactive online video game. 

(2) COVERED USER.—The term ‘‘covered 
user’’ means a user of an interactive online 
video game if the online video game provider 
of such interactive online video game knows 
that such user is a minor. 

(3) INTERACTIVE ONLINE VIDEO GAME.—The 
term ‘‘interactive online video game’’ means 
a video game that— 

(A) connects to the internet; and 
(B) allows a user of such video game to 

communicate with other users of such video 
game. 

(4) KNOW; KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means know or should have known. 

(5) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an 
individual under the age of 17 years. 

(6) ONLINE VIDEO GAME PROVIDER.—The 
term ‘‘online video game provider’’ means a 
person engaged in the business of providing 
directly to a consumer over the internet or 
other online means a digital storefront, con-
sole network, mobile or cloud gaming plat-
form, or similar means of digital distribu-
tion that offers access to an interactive on-
line video game for use by the consumer. 

(7) VIDEO GAME.—The term ‘‘video game’’ 
means a software program that— 

(A) receives and stores data or instructions 
generated by the user of such software pro-
gram; and 

(B) processes such data or instructions to 
create an interactive game for such user to 
play on a computer, gaming system, console, 
mobile device, or other technological means. 
SEC. 303. SAFEGUARDS REQUIREMENTS FOR ON-

LINE VIDEO GAME PROVIDERS. 
(a) COMMUNICATION SAFEGUARDS.—An on-

line video game provider shall provide safe-
guards to a parent of a covered user of an 
interactive online video game of such online 
video game provider that allow the parent to 
limit communication between such covered 
user and any other user of such interactive 
online video game. 

(b) FEATURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—An online video game pro-

vider shall ensure that the safeguards re-
quired by subsection (a) meet the following 
requirements: 

(A) Be accessible and easy to use. 
(B) Be enabled by default on an account of 

a covered user of the interactive online video 
game of such online video game provider. 

(C) Be set to the most protective level of 
control by default on any such account. 

(2) PROTECTIVE LEVEL OF CONTROL.—For 
purposes of paragraph (1)(C), the term ‘‘most 
protective level of control’’ means the rel-
evant safeguards— 

(A) are set to the most restrictive setting 
by default; and 

(B) may be set to a less restrictive setting 
only by a parent of a covered user. 

(3) OTHER SAFEGUARDS REQUIRED.—An on-
line video game provider shall provide to a 
covered user and a parent of a covered user 
of an interactive online video game of the 
online video game provider readily accessible 
and easy-to-use safeguards to do the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Prevent a profile of such covered user 
or personal information connected to such 
covered user from being recommended or 
suggested to any other user of such inter-
active online video game who is not a minor. 

(B) Restrict purchases and financial trans-
actions by such covered user. 

(C) Limit the amount of time spent by 
such covered user on such interactive online 
video game. 

(c) DEVICE CONTROLS.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed to prohibit an online 
video game provider from making available 
to the parent of a covered user of an inter-
active online video game of the online video 
game provider a single user interface that 
permits such parent to do the following: 

(1) Set the level or scope of any covered 
communication tool with respect to multiple 
other users or categories of users or set the 
level or scope of multiple covered commu-
nication tools. 

(2) Control the safeguards required by this 
section. 

(d) NOTICE TO COVERED USERS.—An online 
video game provider shall provide clear and 
conspicuous notice to a covered user of an 
interactive online video game of the online 
video game provider when the safeguards re-
quired by this section are in effect that de-
scribes the settings or safeguards that have 
been applied. 

TITLE IV—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
CHATBOTS 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Safe-

guarding Adolescents From Exploitative 
BOTs Act’’ or the ‘‘SAFE BOTs Act’’. 
SEC. 402. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) CHATBOT PROVIDER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘chatbot pro-

vider’’ means a person engaged in the busi-
ness of providing a chatbot directly to a con-
sumer for the use of the consumer, including 
through a website, mobile application, or 
other online means. 

(B) LIMITATION.—A person that provides a 
website, mobile application, or other online 
service that includes a chat function inci-
dental to the primary purpose of such 
website, application, or service may not be 
treated as a chatbot provider solely on the 
basis of such incidental chat function. 

(2) COVERED USER.—The term ‘‘covered 
user’’ means a user of a chatbot if the pro-
vider of such chatbot knows that such user is 
a minor. 

(3) KNOW; KNOWS.—The term ‘‘know’’ or 
‘‘knows’’ means know or should have known. 
SEC. 403. CERTAIN STATEMENTS PROHIBITED. 

A chatbot provider may not provide to a 
covered user a chatbot that states to the 
covered user that the chatbot is a licensed 
professional (unless such statement is true). 
SEC. 404. DISCLOSURE REQUIRED. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A chatbot provider shall 
clearly and conspicuously disclose to each 
covered user of a chatbot of such chat pro-
vider a disclosure of the following: 

(1) The chatbot is an artificial intelligence 
system and not a natural person. 

(2) Resources for contacting a suicide and 
crisis intervention hotline. 

(b) TIMING.— 
(1) AI SYSTEM DISCLOSURE.—A disclosure 

required by subsection (a)(1) shall be made— 
(A) at the initiation of the first interaction 

of a covered user with a chatbot; and 
(B) at any point at which, during an inter-

action between a covered user and a chatbot, 
the covered user prompts the chatbot about 
whether the chatbot is an artificial intel-
ligence system. 

(2) CRISIS RESOURCES DISCLOSURE.—A dis-
closure required by subsection (a)(2) shall be 
made at any point at which, during an inter-
action between a covered user and a chatbot, 
the covered user prompts the chatbot about 
suicide or suicidal ideation. 

(c) USE OF PLAIN LANGUAGE.—Any disclo-
sure required by subsection (a) shall be made 
in a manner that is clear and age-appro-

priate using plain language such that the 
disclosure is reasonably understandable by a 
minor. 
SEC. 405. POLICIES REQUIRED. 

A chatbot provider shall establish, imple-
ment, and maintain reasonable policies, 
practices, and procedures— 

(1) to ensure that a chatbot of the chatbot 
provider advises a covered user of the 
chatbot to take a break from the chatbot at 
the point at which a continuous and uninter-
rupted interaction of such covered user with 
such chatbot has lasted for 3 hours; and 

(2) to address, with respect to covered 
users— 

(A) sexual exploitation and abuse; 
(B) the promotion of gambling that is re-

stricted from or prohibited for minors by 
law; and 

(C) the promotion of the distribution, sale, 
or use of narcotic drugs, tobacco products, or 
alcohol that are restricted from or prohib-
ited for minors by law. 
SEC. 406. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this title may be construed to 
require a chatbot provider to prevent or pre-
clude any covered user of a chatbot of the 
chatbot provider from accessing resources 
and information regarding the prevention or 
mitigation of the harms described in section 
405(2). 
TITLE V—RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND 

BEST PRACTICES FOR PROTECTING MI-
NORS ONLINE 

Subtitle A—Research 
SEC. 501. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) FENTANYL.—The term ‘‘fentanyl’’ in-

cludes any fentanyl analogue and fentanyl- 
related substance. 

(2) FENTANYL-RELATED SUBSTANCE.—The 
term ‘‘fentanyl-related substance’’ has the 
meaning given that term in subsection (e) of 
schedule I of section 202(c) of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)). 

(3) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘relevant congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate. 

(4) SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORM.—The term ‘‘so-
cial media platform’’— 

(A) means a public-facing website, internet 
application, or mobile internet application, 
including a social network or video sharing 
service— 

(i) that serves the public; and 
(ii) that primarily provides a forum for 

user-generated content, including messages, 
videos, images, games, and audio files; and 

(B) does not include— 
(i) a provider of broadband internet access 

service (as described in section 8.1(b) of title 
47, Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation); or 

(ii) electronic mail. 
SEC. 502. EXEMPTION. 

Subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, 
United States Code (commonly known as the 
‘‘Paperwork Reduction Act’’) does not apply 
to this subtitle. 

PART 1—SAFE SOCIAL MEDIA ACT 
SEC. 511. SHORT TITLE. 

This part may be cited as the ‘‘Safe Social 
Media Act’’. 
SEC. 512. REPORT BY COMMISSION ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA USE BY MINORS. 
The Commission, in coordination with the 

Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(acting through the Assistant Secretary for 
Mental Health and Substance Use), shall do 
the following: 

(1) Conduct a study on social media plat-
form use by minors, including with respect 
to the following: 
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(A) What personal information is collected 

by social media platforms with respect to 
minors. 

(B) How such personal information is used 
by the algorithms of the social media plat-
forms. 

(C) How such personal information is used 
with respect to targeted advertising. 

(D) How often minors use social media 
platforms daily. 

(E) Differences in use of social media plat-
forms related to the age ranges of minors. 

(F) Mental health effects on minors linked 
to the use of social media platforms. 

(G) Potential harmful effects and benefits 
for minors from extended social media plat-
form use. 

(2) Not later than 3 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, submit to the rel-
evant congressional committees a report on 
the findings of the study conducted under 
paragraph (1), including any recommended 
policy changes based on such findings. 

PART 2—NO FENTANYL ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
ACT 

SEC. 513. SHORT TITLE. 

This part may be cited as the ‘‘No 
Fentanyl on Social Media Act’’. 

SEC. 514. REPORT ON THE ABILITY OF MINORS 
TO ACCESS FENTANYL THROUGH SO-
CIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Commission, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(acting through the Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs), shall submit to the relevant con-
gressional committees and publish on a 
website of the Commission a report on the 
ability of minors to access fentanyl, includ-
ing through pressed pills, through social 
media platforms and that includes the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The prevalence and ability for minors 
to access fentanyl from drug sellers on social 
media platforms. 

(2) The impact of such prevalence and ac-
cess on minors, including with respect to 
health risks and risks to physical safety. 

(3) How drug sellers use social media plat-
forms to market, sell, deliver, distribute, 
dispense, and engage in other transactions 
related to the provision of fentanyl to mi-
nors. 

(4) How design features and other charac-
teristics of social media platforms affect the 
ability of minors to access fentanyl. 

(5) Other measures taken by law enforce-
ment, the medical community, and others to 
address the issues described in paragraphs (1) 
through (4). 

(6) Practices, policies, and other measures 
taken by social media platforms to address 
the ability of drug sellers to use social media 
platforms and the effectiveness of such prac-
tices, policies, and measures. 

(7) Recommendations for Congress to 
eliminate the prevalence and ability for mi-
nors to access fentanyl through social media 
platforms. 

(b) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—In devel-
oping the report required by subsection (a), 
the Commission shall consult with any rel-
evant agencies and stakeholders, including 
parents, social media platforms, law enforce-
ment, medical professionals, and other rel-
evant experts. 

(c) REDACTION PERMITTED.—In publishing 
the report required by subsection (a), the 
Commission, in consultation with the Attor-
ney General, may redact any information re-
lating to paragraph (3) or (5) of such sub-
section that may compromise any law en-
forcement tactic, strategy, or technique. 

PART 3—ASSESSING SAFETY TOOLS FOR 
PARENTS AND MINORS ACT 

SEC. 515. SHORT TITLE. 
This part may be cited as the ‘‘Assessing 

Safety Tools for Parents and Minors Act’’. 
SEC. 516. INDUSTRY REVIEW AND REPORT. 

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 6 months after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commission, in consultation with industry, 
parents, individuals with expertise in com-
munications technologies, parental controls, 
privacy, and mental health, and any other 
appropriate entities as determined by the 
Commission, shall— 

(1) initiate a review of industry efforts to 
promote online safety for minors through 
education, parental and child safety tools, 
age-appropriate labels for content, privacy 
and other safety settings, and any other rel-
evant technologies or initiatives; and 

(2) examine the effectiveness of industry 
efforts identified under paragraph (1) to 
mitigate online harms for minors and pro-
vide recommendations for industry, Con-
gress, and agencies to improve online safety 
for minors. 

(b) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than 
3 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Commission shall submit to the 
relevant congressional committees a report 
with any findings and recommendations re-
sulting from the review and examination re-
quired by subsection (a). 

PART 4—STUDY ON CHATBOTS AND 
MENTAL HEALTH OF MINORS 

SEC. 517. STUDY REQUIRED. 
The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-

ices, acting through the Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, shall conduct a 4- 
year longitudinal study to evaluate the risks 
and benefits of chatbots with respect to the 
mental health of minors, including with re-
spect to loneliness, anxiety, social skill 
building, social isolation, depression, self- 
harm, and suicidal ideation. 
SEC. 518. CONSULTATION. 

In conducting the study required by sec-
tion 517, the Secretary, acting through the 
Director, shall consult with the following: 

(1) The Director of the National Institute 
of Mental Health. 

(2) Pediatric mental health experts. 
(3) Technologists. 
(4) Ethicists. 
(5) Educators. 

SEC. 519. REPORT. 
Not later than 4 years after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary, acting 
through the Director, shall submit to the 
relevant congressional committees and the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions of the Senate a report on the re-
sults of the study required by section 517 and 
any related recommendations. 

Subtitle B—Education 
PART 1—PROMOTING A SAFE INTERNET 

FOR MINORS ACT 
SEC. 521. SHORT TITLE. 

This part may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting 
a Safe Internet for Minors Act’’. 
SEC. 522. ONLINE SAFETY EDUCATION FOR MI-

NORS. 
(a) AMENDMENT.—Subtitle A of the Pro-

tecting Children in the 21st Century Act (15 
U.S.C. 6551 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) by striking sections 211 through 214 and 
216 and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 211. PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDU-

CATIONAL CAMPAIGN. 
‘‘Not later than 180 days after the date of 

the enactment of this section, the Commis-
sion, in partnership with the heads of other 
relevant agencies, State and local govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations, schools, in-
dustry, law enforcement, medical profes-

sionals, and other appropriate entities, shall 
carry out a program throughout the United 
States to promote the safe use of the inter-
net by minors that includes the following: 

‘‘(1) The identification, promotion, and en-
couragement of best practices for educators, 
online platforms, minors, and parents and 
guardians to protect minors online. 

‘‘(2) The establishment and implementa-
tion of an outreach and education campaign 
throughout the United States that promotes 
online safety for minors. 

‘‘(3) The facilitation of access to, and the 
exchange of, information regarding online 
safety for minors to promote up-to-date 
knowledge regarding harms and risks nega-
tively impacting or benefits positively im-
pacting minors online. 

‘‘(4) The facilitation of access to publicly 
accessible online safety education and public 
awareness efforts by other relevant agencies, 
State and local governments, nonprofit orga-
nizations, schools, industry, and other appro-
priate entities. 

‘‘SEC. 212. ANNUAL REPORT. 

‘‘Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this section, and annually 
thereafter for 10 years, the Commission shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives a report that 
describes the program carried out under sec-
tion 211. 

‘‘SEC. 213. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this subtitle: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 551 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’ 
means the Federal Trade Commission. 

‘‘(3) MINOR.—The term ‘minor’ means an 
individual under the age of 17. 

‘‘(4) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘nonprofit organization’ means an organiza-
tion that is described in section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a) of 
such Code. 

‘‘(5) ONLINE SAFETY.—The term ‘online 
safety’ includes issues regarding the use of 
the internet in a manner that promotes safe 
online activity for minors through the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) Protecting minors from cybercrimes, 
access to narcotics, tobacco products, gam-
bling, alcohol, and other adult content. 

‘‘(B) Preventing compulsive behavior on-
line and other adverse impacts on the phys-
ical and mental health of minors. 

‘‘(C) Facilitating the effective use of safe-
guards, parental controls, and other tools to 
empower parents, guardians, and minors to 
protect minors online. 

‘‘(6) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each 
of the several States, the District of Colum-
bia, each commonwealth, territory, or pos-
session of the United States, and each feder-
ally recognized Indian Tribe.’’; and 

(2) by redesignating section 215 as section 
214. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents of the Pro-
tecting Children in the 21st Century Act (15 
U.S.C. 6551 et seq.) is amended by striking 
the items related to sections 211 through 216 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 211. Public awareness and educational 
campaign. 

‘‘Sec. 212. Annual report. 

‘‘Sec. 213. Definitions. 

‘‘Sec. 214. Promoting online safety in 
schools.’’. 
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PART 2—AI WARNINGS AND RESOURCES 

FOR EDUCATION (AWARE) ACT 
SEC. 523. SHORT TITLE. 

This part may be cited as the ‘‘AI Warn-
ings And Resources for Education Act’’ or 
the ‘‘AWARE Act’’. 
SEC. 524. SAFE CHATBOT USE FOR MINORS. 

(a) EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES.—Not later 
than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Commission, in consultation 
with relevant agencies, shall develop and 
make available to the public educational re-
sources for parents, educators, and minors 
with respect to the safe and responsible use 
of chatbots by minors. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The educational resources 
developed and made available under sub-
section (a) shall include resources on the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The risks and benefits of chatbot use. 
(2) Privacy and data collection practices. 
(3) Best practices for parents supporting 

the safe use of chatbots by minors. 
(c) YOUVILLE.—The Commission, in a man-

ner appropriate for minors, shall model the 
educational resources developed and made 
available under subsection (a) on the 
Youville program of the Commission. 
Subtitle C—Partnerships and Best Practices 

SEC. 525. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Kids 

Internet Safety Partnership Act’’. 
SEC. 526. KIDS INTERNET SAFETY PARTNERSHIP. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall establish the Kids Inter-
net Safety Partnership. 

(b) DIRECTOR.—The Secretary shall appoint 
a Director to be the head of the Partnership. 

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Partnership 
shall be the following: 

(1) Coordinate with relevant agencies (in-
cluding the Commission) and stakeholders to 
identify the following: 

(A) The risks for minors with respect to 
the use of websites, online services, online 
applications, and mobile applications. 

(B) The benefits for minors with respect to 
the use of websites, online services, online 
applications, and mobile applications. 

(C) Widely accepted or evidence-based best 
practices, taking into account minors of dif-
ferent ages, to— 

(i) address the risks identified under sub-
paragraph (A); and 

(ii) preserve and enhance the benefits iden-
tified under subparagraph (B). 

(2) Not later than 1 year after the date on 
which the Partnership is established, and 
every 2 years thereafter, publish on a pub-
licly available website a report that details— 

(A) the identifications made under para-
graph (1); and 

(B) the efficacy and adoption by websites, 
online services, online applications, and mo-
bile applications of— 

(i) safeguards for minors; and 
(ii) parental tools. 
(3) Not later than 2 years after the date on 

which the Partnership is established, publish 
on a publicly available website a playbook 
for providers and developers of websites, on-
line services, online applications, and mobile 
applications to facilitate the implementa-
tion of widely accepted or evidence-based 
best practices that account for minors of dif-
ferent ages and address the risks identified 
under paragraph (1)(A) and preserve and en-
hance the benefits identified under para-
graph (1)(B), including best practices with 
respect to the following: 

(A) Age verification, assurance, and esti-
mation techniques. 

(B) Design features. 
(C) Parental tools. 
(D) Default privacy and account settings. 

(E) Reporting systems and tools. 
(F) Third-party safety software services. 
(G) Limitations and opt-outs related to 

personalized recommendation systems and 
chatbots. 

(d) STAKEHOLDERS.—In coordinating with 
stakeholders as required by subsection (c)(1), 
the Partnership shall coordinate with the 
following: 

(1) Academic experts with specific exper-
tise with respect to the prevention of risks 
for minors online. 

(2) Researchers with specific expertise with 
respect to social media. 

(3) Parents and minors with demonstrated 
experience with respect to the safety of mi-
nors online. 

(4) Educators with demonstrated experi-
ence with respect to the safety of minors on-
line. 

(5) Online platforms. 
(6) Experts in academia and civil society 

with specific expertise with respect to con-
stitutional law, privacy, free expression, ac-
cess to information, and civil liberties. 

(7) State attorneys general (or designees 
thereof who work in State or local govern-
ment). 

(e) SUNSET.—The Partnership shall termi-
nate on the date that is 5 years after the 
date on which the Partnership is established. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) PARENTAL TOOL.—The term ‘‘parental 

tool’’— 
(A) means a tool that— 
(i) the provider of a website, online service, 

online application, or mobile application 
provides to a parent of a user who such pro-
vider knows is a minor; and 

(ii) the parent uses to support such user 
with respect to the use of the website, serv-
ice, or application; and 

(B) includes a tool that allows a parent of 
a user who the provider of such a website, 
service, or application knows is a minor to— 

(i) view or change the privacy and account 
settings of such user; 

(ii) grant or withdraw verifiable consent; 
(iii) restrict the purchases and financial 

transactions of such user; 
(iv) view metrics of the total time spent on 

such website, service, or application by such 
user; 

(v) restrict time spent on such website, 
service, or application by such user; 

(vi) report illegal or harmful conduct on 
such website, service, or application with re-
spect to which such user may be a victim; 
and 

(vii) limit or opt-out of personalized rec-
ommendation systems or chatbots. 

(2) PARTNERSHIP.—The term ‘‘Partnership’’ 
means the Kids Internet Safety Partnership 
established under subsection (a). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

TITLE VI—KIDS PRIVACY PROTECTIONS 
Subtitle A—COPPA 2.0 

SEC. 601. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Children 

and Teens’ Online Privacy Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 602. ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLO-

SURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL 
INFORMATION OF CHILDREN AND 
TEENS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1302 of the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998 
(15 U.S.C. 6501) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(1) CHILD.—The term ‘child’ means an in-
dividual under the age of 14.’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) OPERATOR.—The term ‘operator’— 
‘‘(A) means any person— 
‘‘(i) who, for commercial purposes in inter-

state or foreign commerce, operates or pro-

vides a website on the internet, an online 
service, an online application, or a mobile 
application; and 

‘‘(ii) who— 
‘‘(I) collects or maintains, either directly 

or through a service provider, personal infor-
mation from or about the users of that 
website, service, or application; 

‘‘(II) allows another person to collect per-
sonal information directly from users of that 
website, service, or application (in which 
case, the operator is deemed to have col-
lected the information); or 

‘‘(III) allows users of that website, service, 
or application to publicly disclose personal 
information (in which case, the operator is 
deemed to have collected the information); 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include any nonprofit entity 
that would otherwise be exempt from cov-
erage under section 5 of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45).’’; 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) the release of personal information 

collected from a child or teen by an operator 
for any purpose, except where the personal 
information is provided to a person other 
than an operator who— 

‘‘(i) provides support for the internal oper-
ations of the website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application of the op-
erator, excluding any activity relating to in-
dividual-specific advertising to children or 
teens; and 

‘‘(ii) does not disclose or use that personal 
information for any other purpose; and’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘website or online service’’ 

and inserting ‘‘website, online service, online 
application, or mobile application’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘actual knowledge’’ and 
inserting ‘‘knowledge’’; 

(4) by amending paragraph (8) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(8) PERSONAL INFORMATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘personal in-

formation’ means individually identifiable 
information about an individual collected 
online, including— 

‘‘(i) a first and last name; 
‘‘(ii) a home or other physical address, in-

cluding a street name and a name of a city 
or town; 

‘‘(iii) an e-mail address; 
‘‘(iv) a telephone number; 
‘‘(v) a Social Security number; 
‘‘(vi) any other identifier that the Commis-

sion determines permits the physical or on-
line contacting of a specific individual; 

‘‘(vii) a persistent identifier that can be 
used to recognize a specific child or teen 
over time and across different websites, on-
line services, online applications, or mobile 
applications, that— 

‘‘(I) includes— 
‘‘(aa) a customer number held in a cookie; 
‘‘(bb) an Internet Protocol (IP) address; 
‘‘(cc) a processor or device serial number; 

and 
‘‘(dd) a unique device identifier; and 
‘‘(II) excludes an identifier that is used by 

an operator solely for providing support for 
the internal operations of the website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation; 

‘‘(viii) a photograph, video, or audio file 
that contains the image or voice of a specific 
child or teen; 

‘‘(ix) geolocation information; 
‘‘(x) information generated from the meas-

urement or technological processing of an 
the biological, physical, or physiological 
characteristics of an individual that is used 
to identify an individual, including— 
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‘‘(I) fingerprints; 
‘‘(II) voice prints; 
‘‘(III) iris or retina imagery scans; 
‘‘(IV) facial templates; 
‘‘(V) deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) informa-

tion; and 
‘‘(VI) gait; and 
‘‘(xi) information linked or reasonably 

linkable to a child or teen or a parent of a 
child or teen (including any unique identi-
fier) that an operator collects online from 
the child or teen and combines with an iden-
tifier described in this subparagraph. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘personal infor-
mation’ does not include an audio file that 
contains the voice of a child or teen if the 
operator— 

‘‘(i) does not request information via voice 
that would otherwise be considered personal 
information under this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) provides clear notice of its collection 
and use of the audio file and its deletion pol-
icy in its privacy policy; 

‘‘(iii) only uses the voice contained in the 
audio file as a replacement for written words 
to perform a task or otherwise engage with 
a website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application, including by per-
forming a search and fulfilling a verbal in-
struction or request; 

‘‘(iv) only maintains the audio file during 
the period necessary to complete the rel-
evant task or engagement; 

‘‘(v) does not make any other use of the 
audio file during such period; and 

‘‘(vi) deletes the audio file at the end of 
such period. 

‘‘(C) SUPPORT FOR THE INTERNAL OPER-
ATIONS OF A WEBSITE, ONLINE SERVICE, ONLINE 
APPLICATION, OR MOBILE APPLICATION.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(vii), the term ‘support for the in-
ternal operations of a website, online serv-
ice, online application, or mobile applica-
tion’ means the activities necessary to such 
website, service, or application to— 

‘‘(I) maintain or analyze functioning; 
‘‘(II) perform network communications; 
‘‘(III) authenticate users; 
‘‘(IV) personalize content; 
‘‘(V) serve contextual advertising to users 

(if any persistent identifier is only used as 
necessary for technical purposes to serve the 
contextual advertisement or cap the fre-
quency of contextual advertising; 

‘‘(VI) protect the security or integrity of 
the user, website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application; 

‘‘(VII) ensure legal or regulatory compli-
ance, or 

‘‘(VIII) fulfill a request of a child or teen 
under subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section 
1303(b)(2). 

‘‘(ii) CONDITION.—Except as specifically 
permitted under clause (i), information col-
lected through the activities described in 
clause (i) may not be used or disclosed to 
contact a specific individual (including 
through individual-specific advertising to 
children or teens), to amass a profile on a 
specific individual, in connection with proc-
esses that encourage or prompt use of a 
website or online service, or for any other 
purpose.’’; 

(5) by amending paragraph (9) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(9) VERIFIABLE CONSENT.—The term 
‘verifiable consent’ means any reasonable ef-
fort (taking into consideration available 
technology) by an operator, including a re-
quest for authorization for future collection, 
use, and disclosure described in the notice, 
to ensure that a parent of a child (in the case 
of a child) or a teen (in the case of a teen)— 

‘‘(A) receives direct notice of the collec-
tion, use, maintenance, and disclosure prac-
tices of the operator with respect to personal 
information; and 

‘‘(B) before the personal information of the 
child or teen is collected, freely and unam-
biguously authorizes— 

‘‘(i) the collection, use, maintenance, and 
disclosure, as applicable, of the personal in-
formation; and 

‘‘(ii) any subsequent use of the personal in-
formation.’’; 

(6) in paragraph (10)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘WEBSITE 

OR ONLINE SERVICE DIRECTED TO CHILDREN’’ 
and inserting ‘‘WEBSITE, ONLINE SERVICE, ON-
LINE APPLICATION, OR MOBILE APPLICATION DI-
RECTED TO CHILDREN’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘website or online service directed 
to children’’ and inserting ‘‘website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation directed to children’’; 

(ii) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘commercial 
website or online service’’ and inserting 
‘‘website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application’’; and 

(iii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘commercial 
website or online service’’ and inserting 
‘‘website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application’’; 

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘com-
mercial website or online service’’ each place 
the term appears and inserting ‘‘website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication’’; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—In consid-
ering whether a website, online service, on-
line application, or mobile application, or 
portion thereof, is directed to children, the 
Commission shall apply a totality of cir-
cumstances test and will also consider com-
petent and reliable empirical evidence re-
garding audience composition and evidence 
regarding the intended audience of the 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application.’’; and 

(7) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(13) CONNECTED DEVICE.—The term ‘con-

nected device’ means a device that is capable 
of connecting to the internet, directly or in-
directly, or to another connected device. 

‘‘(14) ONLINE APPLICATION.—The term ‘on-
line application’— 

‘‘(A) means an internet-connected software 
program; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(15) MOBILE APPLICATION.—The term ‘mo-
bile application’— 

‘‘(A) means a software program that runs 
on the operating system of— 

‘‘(i) a cellular telephone; 
‘‘(ii) a tablet computer; or 
‘‘(iii) a similar portable computing device 

that transmits data over a wireless connec-
tion; and 

‘‘(B) includes a service or application of-
fered via a connected device. 

‘‘(16) GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.—The term 
‘geolocation information’ means information 
sufficient to identify a street name and name 
of a city or town. 

‘‘(17) TEEN.—The term ‘teen’ means an in-
dividual who has attained the age of 14 and 
is under the age of 18. 

‘‘(18) INDIVIDUAL-SPECIFIC ADVERTISING TO 
CHILDREN OR TEENS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
means advertising or any other effort to 
market a product or service that is directed 
to a specific child or teen or a connected de-
vice that is linked or reasonably linkable to 
a child or teen based on— 

‘‘(i) personal information of— 
‘‘(I) the child or teen; or 
‘‘(II) a group of children or teens who are 

similar in sex, age, household income level, 

race, or ethnicity to the specific child or 
teen to whom the product or service is mar-
keted; 

‘‘(ii) profiling of such child or teen or 
group of children or teens; or 

‘‘(iii) a unique identifier of such connected 
device. 

‘‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘individual- 
specific advertising to children or teens’ 
shall not include— 

‘‘(i) advertising or marketing to an indi-
vidual or to a device of an individual in re-
sponse to a specific request by the individual 
for information or feedback, such as a search 
query by a child or teen; 

‘‘(ii) contextual advertising, including if an 
advertisement is displayed based on the con-
tent of the website, online service, online ap-
plication, mobile application, or connected 
device on which the advertisement appears 
and does not vary based on personal informa-
tion of an individual who views the adver-
tisement; 

‘‘(iii) processing personal information sole-
ly for measuring or reporting advertising or 
content performance, reach, or frequency, in-
cluding independent measurement; or 

‘‘(iv) advertising or marketing directed to 
a connected device used by both adult and 
child or teen members of a household, if such 
advertising or marketing is directed to a 
profile of an adult user. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
subparagraph (A) shall be construed to pro-
hibit an operator with actual knowledge or 
an operator who should have known that a 
user is under the age of 18 from delivering 
advertising or marketing that is age-appro-
priate and intended for a child or teen audi-
ence, if the operator does not use any per-
sonal information other than whether the 
user is under the age of 18. 

‘‘(19) EDUCATIONAL AGENCY OR INSTITU-
TION.—The term ‘educational agency or in-
stitution’ means— 

‘‘(A) a State educational agency or a local 
educational agency (as such terms are de-
fined in section 8101 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7801)); or 

‘‘(B) an institutional day or residential 
school, including a public school (including a 
charter school) or a private school, that pro-
vides elementary or secondary education, as 
determined under State law. 

‘‘(20) KNOWLEDGE.—The term ‘knowledge’ 
means the operator has actual knowledge or 
should have known that a user is a child or 
teen.’’. 

(b) ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DISCLOSURE, 
AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION OF 
CHILDREN AND TEENS.—Section 1303 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6502) is amended— 

(1) by striking the heading and inserting 
the following: ‘‘ONLINE COLLECTION, USE, DIS-
CLOSURE, AND DELETION OF PERSONAL INFORMA-
TION OF CHILDREN AND TEENS.’’; 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for an op-

erator of a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application directed to 
children or for any operator of a website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication with actual knowledge or any oper-
ator of a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application who should 
have known that a user is a child or teen to 
do any of the following: 

‘‘(A) Collect personal information from a 
child or teen in a manner that violates the 
regulations promulgated under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(B) Collect, use, disclose to third parties, 
or maintain personal information of a child 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29JN7.014 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4289 June 29, 2026 
or teen for purposes of individual-specific ad-
vertising to children or teens (or to allow an-
other person to collect, use, disclose, or 
maintain such information for such purpose); 

‘‘(C) Otherwise collect the personal infor-
mation of a child or teen, except if the col-
lection of the personal information is— 

‘‘(i) consistent with the context of a par-
ticular transaction or service or the rela-
tionship of the child or teen with the oper-
ator, including any collection necessary to 
fulfill a transaction or provide a product or 
service requested by the child or teen; or 

‘‘(ii) authorized or required by Federal law 
(including a regulation promulgated under 
subsection (b)) or State law. 

‘‘(D) Store or transfer the personal infor-
mation of a child or teen outside of the 
United States, unless the operator provides 
direct notice to a parent of the child (in the 
case of a child) or to the teen (in the case of 
a teen) of such storage or transfer. 

‘‘(E) Retain the personal information of a 
child or teen for longer than is reasonably 
necessary to fulfill a transaction or provide 
a service requested by the child or teen, ex-
cept as authorized or required by Federal or 
State law.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘PARENT’’ 

and inserting ‘‘PARENT OR TEEN’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding para-

graph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘Notwithstanding 
paragraph (1)(A)’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘of such a website or on-
line service’’; and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘subsection (b)(1)(B)(iii) to 
the parent of a child’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iv) to a parent of a child or 
under subsection (b)(1)(C)(iv) to a teen’’; 

(3) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘the operator of any website’’ and 
all that follows through ‘‘from a child’’ and 
inserting ‘‘an operator of a website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation directed to children or for any oper-
ator of a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application with actual 
knowledge or any operator of a website, on-
line service, online application, or mobile ap-
plication who should have known that a user 
is a child or teen’’; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘notice on the website’’ 

and inserting ‘‘clear and conspicuous notice 
on the website, service, or application’’; 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-
dren’’; 

(cc) by striking ‘‘, and the operator’s dis-
closure practices’’ and inserting ‘‘, the dis-
closure practices of the operator’’; and 

(dd) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
the rights and opportunities available to a 
parent of a child or teen under subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), and the procedures or 
mechanisms the operator uses to ensure that 
personal information is not collected from 
children or teens (except as permitted by the 
regulations promulgated under this sub-
section);’’; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘parental’’; 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teens’’ after ‘‘chil-

dren’’; 
(cc) by striking the semicolon at the end 

and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(IV) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-

lowing new clause: 
‘‘(iii) to obtain verifiable consent from a 

parent of a child (in the case of a child) or 
from a teen (in the case of a teen) before 
using or disclosing personal information of 
the child or teen for any purpose that is a 
material change from the original purposes 
and disclosure practices specified to the par-

ent of the child or the teen under clause 
(i);’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘that website or online service’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the operator’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘that oper-
ator’’ and inserting ‘‘the operator, the meth-
od by which the operator obtains the per-
sonal information, and the purposes for 
which the operator collects, uses, discloses, 
and retains the personal information’’; 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘to delete personal infor-

mation collected from the child or content 
or information submitted by the child to a 
website, online service, online application, 
or mobile application and’’ after ‘‘the oppor-
tunity at any time’’; and 

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; 

(IV) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv) and inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing new clause: 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the parent of the child establishes the inac-
curacy of the personal information, to have 
the inaccurate personal information cor-
rected;’’; and 

(V) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, by in-
serting ‘‘, if such information is available to 
the operator at the time the parent makes 
the request’’ before the semicolon; 

(iii) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) 
and (D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively; 

(iv) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) require the operator to provide, upon 
the request of a teen who has provided per-
sonal information to the operator, upon 
proper identification of the teen— 

‘‘(i) a description of the specific types of 
personal information collected from the teen 
by the operator, the method by which the op-
erator obtained the personal information, 
and the purposes for which the operator col-
lects, uses, discloses, and retains the per-
sonal information; 

‘‘(ii) the opportunity at any time to delete 
personal information collected from the teen 
or content or information submitted by the 
teen to a website, online service, online ap-
plication, or mobile application and to refuse 
to permit the further use or maintenance in 
retrievable form, or online collection, of per-
sonal information from the teen by the oper-
ator; 

‘‘(iii) the opportunity to challenge the ac-
curacy of the personal information and, if 
the teen establishes the inaccuracy of the 
personal information, to have the inaccurate 
personal information corrected; and 

‘‘(iv) a means that is reasonable under the 
circumstances for the teen to obtain any per-
sonal information collected from the teen, if 
such information is available to the operator 
at the time the teen makes the request;’’; 

(v) in subparagraph (D), as so redesig-
nated— 

(I) by striking ‘‘a child’s participation’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the participation of a child or 
teen’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘the 
child’’; and 

(vi) by amending subparagraph (E), as so 
redesignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(E) require the operator— 
‘‘(i) to establish, implement, and maintain 

reasonable security practices to protect the 
confidentiality, integrity, and accessibility 
of personal information of children or teens 
collected by the operator; and 

‘‘(ii) to protect such personal information 
against unauthorized access.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘verifiable parental con-
sent’’ and inserting ‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘collected 

from a child’’; 
(II) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘request 

from the child’’; and 
(III) by inserting ‘‘or teen or to contact an-

other child or teen’’ after ‘‘to recontact the 
child’’; 

(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘parent or child’’ and in-

serting ‘‘parent or teen’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘parental consent’’ each 

place the term appears and inserting 
‘‘verifiable consent’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 

each place the term appears; and 
(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 

after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(III) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘without notice to the 

parent’’ and inserting ‘‘without notice to the 
parent or teen, as applicable,’’; and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ 
each place the term appears; and 

(v) in subparagraph (D)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’ each place 
the term appears; 

(II) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ 
after ‘‘child’’; and 

(III) in the flush text following clause 
(iii)— 

(aa) by inserting ‘‘or teen, as applicable,’’ 
after ‘‘parent’’ each place the term appears; 
and 

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or teen’’ after ‘‘child’’; 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (4) and inserting after paragraph (2) 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION TO OPERATORS ACTING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
CIES OR INSTITUTIONS.—The regulations may 
provide that verifiable consent under para-
graph (1)(A)(ii) is not required for an oper-
ator that acts under a written agreement 
with an educational agency or institution 
that, at a minimum, requires the— 

‘‘(A) operator to— 
‘‘(i) limit the collection, use, and disclo-

sure by the operator of the personal informa-
tion from a child or teen to solely edu-
cational purposes and for no other commer-
cial purposes; 

‘‘(ii) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution with a notice of the specific types 
of personal information the operator will 
collect from the child or teen, the method by 
which the operator will obtain the personal 
information, and the purposes for which the 
operator will collect, use, disclose, and re-
tain the personal information; 

‘‘(iii) provide to the educational agency or 
institution a link regarding the disclosure 
practices of the operator described in sub-
section (b)(1)(A)(i); and 

‘‘(iv) provide the educational agency or in-
stitution, upon request, with a means to re-
view the personal information collected from 
a child or teen, to prevent further use or 
maintenance or future collection of personal 
information from a child or teen, and to de-
lete personal information collected from a 
child or teen or content or information sub-
mitted by a child or teen to website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation of the operator; 

‘‘(B) representative of the educational 
agency or institution to acknowledge and 
agree that the representative has authority 
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to authorize the collection, use, and disclo-
sure of personal information from children 
or teens on behalf of the educational agency 
or institution, along with such authoriza-
tion, the name of the representative, and the 
title of the representative at the educational 
agency or institution; and 

‘‘(C) educational agency or institution to— 
‘‘(i) provide on a website of the educational 

agency or institution a notice that identifies 
the operator with which the educational 
agency or institution has entered into a 
written agreement under this subsection and 
provides the link described in subparagraph 
(A)(iii); 

‘‘(ii) upon request, provide the notice de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) to a parent 
(in the case of a child) or a parent or teen (in 
the case of a teen); and 

‘‘(iii) upon the request of such a parent or 
teen, request the operator provide a means 
to review the personal information of such a 
child or teen and provide the parent or teen 
a means to review the personal informa-
tion.’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (4), as so redes-
ignated, to read as follows: 

‘‘(4) TERMINATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall permit the operator of a website, 
online service, online application, or mobile 
application to terminate service provided to 
a child for whom a parent has refused or a 
teen who has refused (under the regulations 
promulgated under paragraphs (1)(B)(ii) and 
(1)(C)(ii), respectively) to permit the oper-
ator any further use or maintenance, in re-
trievable form or future online collection, of 
personal information from the child or 
teen.’’; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(5) CONTINUATION OF SERVICE.—The regula-
tions shall prohibit an operator from dis-
continuing service provided to a child or 
teen on the basis of a request by a parent of 
the child or by the teen (under the regula-
tions promulgated under subparagraph (B) or 
(C) of paragraph (1), respectively) to delete 
personal information collected from the 
child or teen, to the extent that the operator 
is capable of providing such service without 
such personal information. 

‘‘(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A request to 
delete or correct personal information of a 
child or teen (under the regulations promul-
gated under subparagraph (B) or (C) of para-
graph (1), respectively) may not be construed 
to do any of the following: 

‘‘(A) Limit the authority of a law enforce-
ment agency to obtain any content or infor-
mation from an operator pursuant to a law-
fully executed warrant or an order of a court 
of competent jurisdiction. 

‘‘(B) Require an operator or third party to 
delete or correct information that— 

‘‘(i) any other provision of Federal or State 
law requires the operator or third party to 
maintain; or 

‘‘(ii) was submitted to the website, online 
service, online application, or mobile appli-
cation of the operator by any person other 
than the user who is attempting to erase or 
otherwise eliminate the content or informa-
tion, including content or information sub-
mitted by the user that was republished or 
resubmitted by another person. 

‘‘(C) Prohibit an operator from doing any 
of the following: 

‘‘(i) Retaining a record of the deletion re-
quest and the minimum information nec-
essary for the purposes of ensuring compli-
ance with a request made pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B) or (C) of paragraph (1). 

‘‘(ii) Preventing, detecting, protecting 
against, or responding to any security inci-
dent, identity theft, or fraud, or reporting a 
person responsible for any such action. 

‘‘(iii) Protecting the integrity or security 
of a website, online service, online applica-
tion or mobile application. 

‘‘(iv) Ensuring that any such personal in-
formation remains deleted. 

‘‘(7) COMMON VERIFIABLE CONSENT MECHA-
NISM.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) FEASIBILITY OF MECHANISM.—The Com-

mission, with notice and public comment, 
shall assess the feasibility of allowing opera-
tors the option to use a common verifiable 
consent mechanism that fully meets the re-
quirements of this title. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—The feasibility as-
sessment required by clause (i) shall consider 
whether a single operator could use a com-
mon verifiable consent mechanism to obtain 
the verifiable consent required by this title 
from a parent of a child or from a teen on be-
half of multiple listed operators that provide 
a joint or related service. 

‘‘(B) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph, 
the Commission shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report with the findings of the 
feasibility assessment required by subpara-
graph (A)(i). 

‘‘(C) REGULATIONS.—If the Commission 
finds that the use of a common verifiable 
consent mechanism is feasible and would 
meet the requirements of this title, the Com-
mission shall issue regulations to permit the 
use of a common verifiable consent mecha-
nism in accordance with the findings out-
lined in such report.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘a regula-
tion prescribed under subsection (a)’’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraph (B), (C), (D), or (E) of 
subsection (a)(1) or of a regulation promul-
gated under subsection (b)’’. 

(c) SAFE HARBORS.—Section 1304 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6503) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘and 
teens’’ after ‘‘children’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) PUBLICATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Commission shall publish 
on the internet website of the Commission 
any report or documentation required by 
regulation to be submitted to the Commis-
sion to carry out this title. 

‘‘(2) RESTRICTIONS ON PUBLICATION.—Not-
withstanding the publication requirement 
described in paragraph (1), the restrictions 
described in sections 6(f) and section 21 of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 
46(f); 57b–2) applicable to the disclosure of in-
formation obtained by the Commission shall 
apply in the same manner to any publication 
under paragraph (1).’’. 

(d) ACTIONS BY STATES.—Section 1305 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6504) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-
fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 1303(a)(1) or’’ before ‘‘the regulation’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘any regulation’’; and 
(B) by inserting ‘‘section 1303(a)(1) or’’ be-

fore ‘‘that regulation’’. 
(e) ADMINISTRATION AND APPLICABILITY OF 

ACT.—Section 1306 of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 
6505) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘, in the 

case of’’ and all that follows through ‘‘the 

Board of Directors of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation;’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘by the appropriate Federal banking 
agency with respect to any insured deposi-
tory institution (as such terms are defined in 
section 3 of such Act (12 U.S.C. 1813));’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) 

through (6) as paragraphs (2) through (5), re-
spectively; 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘a rule of the Commission 

under section 1303’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
1303(a)(1) or a regulation promulgated under 
section 1303(b)’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘such rule’’ and inserting 
‘‘such section or such a regulation’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION ON AGE 
VERIFICATION.—Nothing in this title may be 
construed to require an operator to imple-
ment an age gating or age verification 
functionality on a website, online service, 
online application, or mobile application of 
the operator. 

‘‘(g) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—Any regu-
lation promulgated under this title shall in-
clude a description and analysis of the im-
pact of proposed and final rules on small en-
tities under chapter 6 of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Regu-
latory Flexibility Act’).’’. 
SEC. 603. STUDY AND REPORTS OF MOBILE AND 

ONLINE APPLICATION OVERSIGHT 
AND ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) OVERSIGHT REPORT.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
subtitle, the Commission shall submit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives a report on the 
processes of platforms that offer mobile and 
online applications for ensuring that, of 
those applications that are websites, online 
services, online applications, or mobile ap-
plications directed to children, the applica-
tions operate in accordance with— 

(1) this subtitle, the amendments made by 
this subtitle, and regulations promulgated 
under this subtitle; and 

(2) any regulation under section 18(a)(1)(B) 
of the Federal Trade Commission Act (15 
U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)) regarding unfair or decep-
tive acts or practices with respect to mar-
keting. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT REPORT.—Not later than 
1 year after the date of the enactment of this 
subtitle, and annually thereafter, the Com-
mission shall submit to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate and the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report that addresses the following: 

(1) The number of actions brought by the 
Commission during the reporting year to en-
force the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) (re-
ferred to in this subsection as the ‘‘Act’’) and 
the outcome of each such action. 

(2) The total number of investigations or 
inquiries into potential violations of the Act 
during the reporting year. 

(3) The total number of open investigations 
or inquiries into potential violations of the 
Act as of the date on which the report is sub-
mitted. 

(4) The number and nature of complaints 
received by the Commission relating to an 
allegation of a violation of the Act during 
the reporting year. 

(5) Policy or legislative recommendations 
to strengthen online protections for children 
and teens. 
SEC. 604. GAO STUDY. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall conduct a study on 
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the privacy and mental health of teens who 
use financial technology products that shall 
do the following: 

(1) Identify the type of financial tech-
nology products that teens use. 

(2) Identify the potential risks to the pri-
vacy and mental health of teens that may re-
sult from the use of such financial tech-
nology products. 

(3) Determine whether existing laws are 
sufficient to address any such risks. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this section, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a report that details the results of the 
study conducted under subsection (a) and 
recommendations for any legislative or ad-
ministrative action as the Comptroller Gen-
eral determines appropriate. 
SEC. 605. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this subtitle, or any 
amendment made by this subtitle, is deter-
mined to be unenforceable or invalid, the re-
maining provisions of and amendments made 
by this subtitle shall not be affected. 

Subtitle B—Data Broker Disclosures 
SEC. 611. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) COVERED DATA BROKER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered data 

broker’’ means an entity that, for valuable 
consideration, sells, licenses, rents, trades, 
transfers, releases, discloses, provides access 
to, or otherwise makes available to another 
entity personal data of an individual the 
data brokers knows is a minor that the enti-
ty did not collect directly from such indi-
vidual to another entity that is not acting as 
a service provider. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—The term ‘‘covered data 
broker’’ does not include an entity to the ex-
tent that the entity does any of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Transmits personal data of an indi-
vidual, including any communication of such 
individual, at the request or direction of 
such individual. 

(ii) Provides, maintains, or offers a product 
or service with respect to which personal 
data, or access to such data, is not the prod-
uct or service. 

(iii) Reports or publishes news or informa-
tion that concerns local, national, or inter-
national events or other matters of public 
interest. 

(iv) Acts as a service provider. 
(2) KNOWS.—The term ‘‘knows’’ means to 

have actual knowledge or willful disregard. 
(3) MINOR.—The term ‘‘minor’’ means an 

individual under the age of 18 years. 
(4) PERSONAL DATA.—The term ‘‘personal 

data’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘per-
sonal information’’ in section 1302 of the 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 
1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501) (as amended by section 
602(a)(4) of this Act). 

(5) SERVICE PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘service 
provider’’ means an entity that— 

(A) collects, processes, or transfers per-
sonal data on behalf of and at the direction 
of— 

(i) the minor to whom such information 
pertains; 

(ii) a parent of such a minor; 
(iii) a Federal, State, or local government 

entity; or 
(iv) an entity acting as a covered data 

broker or another service provider; and 
(B) receives data from or on behalf of an 

individual or entity described in subpara-
graph (A). 
SEC. 612. REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT. 

(a) DATA BROKER REGISTRATION.—Not later 
than 12 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this subtitle, and annually there-
after, a covered data broker shall register 
with the Commission by paying the registra-

tion fee set by the Commission under sub-
section (c) and by filing a registration state-
ment that includes the following informa-
tion: 

(1) The legal name of the covered data 
broker. 

(2) A contact person and the primary phys-
ical address, human-monitored email ad-
dress, human-monitored telephone number, 
and website address for the covered data 
broker. 

(3) A description of each category of per-
sonal data sold by the covered data broker. 

(4) A statement of whether the covered 
data broker implements a purchaser 
credentialing process. 

(5) A description of any incident of unau-
thorized access to personal data that the 
covered data broker has reported to a Fed-
eral or State governmental entity pursuant 
to an applicable law, rule, or regulation dur-
ing the year before the year in which the 
registration is filed and, if known, the total 
number of consumers affected by each pre-
viously reported incident of such unauthor-
ized access. 

(b) DATA BROKER REGISTRY.—Not later 
than 18 months after the date of the enact-
ment of this subtitle, the Commission shall 
establish and maintain on a publicly avail-
able website of the Commission a searchable, 
central registry of covered data brokers reg-
istered under subsection (a) that includes— 

(1) a search feature that allows members of 
the public to search for and identify covered 
data brokers; and 

(2) for each covered data broker, the infor-
mation required by paragraphs (1) through 
(5) of subsection (a). 

(c) ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE.—The Com-
mission may charge a covered data broker an 
annual registration fee of at least $22,500 (as 
adjusted on January 1 each year by the per-
centage increase (if any), during the pre-
ceding 12-month period, in the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers pub-
lished by the Bureau of Labor Statistics). 
SEC. 613. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Compliance with this subtitle shall not re-
lieve a covered data broker of an obligation 
to register with any State covered data 
broker registry. 

TITLE VII—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 701. ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) ENFORCEMENT BY COMMISSION.— 
(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of this Act shall be treat-
ed as a violation of a regulation under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)) regarding un-
fair or deceptive acts or practices. 

(2) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—The Commis-
sion shall enforce this Act in the same man-
ner, by the same means, and with the same 
jurisdiction, powers, and duties as though all 
applicable terms and provisions of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et 
seq.) were incorporated into and made a part 
of this Act, and any person who violates this 
Act shall be subject to the penalties and en-
titled to the privileges and immunities pro-
vided in the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
title may be construed to limit the authority 
of the Commission under any other provision 
of law. 

(b) ACTIONS BY STATES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 

attorney general of a State, or an official or 
agency of a State, has reason to believe that 
an interest of the residents of such State has 
been or is threatened or adversely affected 
by an act or practice in violation of this Act, 
the State, as parens patriae, may bring a 
civil action on behalf of the residents of the 
State in an appropriate district court of the 
United States to— 

(A) enjoin such act or practice; 
(B) enforce compliance with this Act; 
(C) obtain damages, restitution, or other 

compensation on behalf of residents of the 
State; or 

(D) obtain such other legal and equitable 
relief as the court may consider to be appro-
priate. 

(2) NOTICE.—Before filing an action under 
this subsection, the attorney general, offi-
cial, or agency of the State involved shall 
provide to the Commission a written notice 
of such action and a copy of the complaint 
for such action. If the attorney general, offi-
cial, or agency determines that it is not fea-
sible to provide the notice described in this 
paragraph before the filing of the action, the 
attorney general, official, or agency shall 
provide written notice of the action and a 
copy of the complaint to the Commission im-
mediately upon the filing of the action. 

(3) AUTHORITY OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—On receiving notice under 

paragraph (2) of an action under this sub-
section, the Commission shall have the 
right— 

(i) to intervene in the action; 
(ii) upon so intervening— 
(I) to be heard on all matters arising there-

in; and 
(II) to file petitions for appeal. 
(B) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE FED-

ERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Commission 
or the Attorney General of the United States 
has instituted a civil action for violation of 
this Act (referred to in this subparagraph as 
the ‘‘Federal action’’), no State attorney 
general, official, or agency may bring an ac-
tion under this subsection during the pend-
ency of the Federal action against any de-
fendant named in the complaint in the Fed-
eral action for any violation of this Act al-
leged in such complaint. 

(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes 
of bringing a civil action under this sub-
section, nothing in this Act may be con-
strued to prevent an attorney general, offi-
cial, or agency of a State from exercising the 
powers conferred on the attorney general, of-
ficial, or agency by the laws of such State to 
conduct investigations, administer oaths and 
affirmations, or compel the attendance of 
witnesses or the production of documentary 
and other evidence. 
SEC. 702. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 

The United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia shall have exclusive ju-
risdiction over any challenge to the con-
stitutionality of this Act or the constitu-
tionality of any action, finding, or deter-
mination under this Act. 
SEC. 703. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act may be construed to do 
any of the following: 

(1) Allow a governmental entity to enforce 
this Act based on a viewpoint expressed by 
or through any speech, expression, or infor-
mation protected by the First Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States. 

(2) Prevent— 
(A) the taking of reasonable measures to 

block or filter spam, prevent criminal activ-
ity, or protect the security of a platform or 
service; or 

(B) compliance with the duties and report-
ing requirements set forth in 18 U.S.C. 2258A. 

(3) Require the disclosure of the browsing 
behavior, search history, messages, contact 
list, or other content or metadata of the 
communications of a minor. 

(4) Limit or impair the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 6501 
et seq.) or any rule or regulation promul-
gated under such Act. 

(5) Expand, limit the scope of, or alter the 
meaning of section 230 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230). 
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(6) Restrict the ability to do any of the fol-

lowing: 
(A) Cooperate with a law enforcement 

agency regarding activity reasonably and in 
good faith believed to violate a Federal, 
State, or local law, rule, or regulation. 

(B) Comply with a lawful civil, criminal, or 
regulatory inquiry, subpoena, or summons 
from a Federal, State, local, or other govern-
mental authority. 

(C) Investigate, establish, exercise, respond 
to, or defend against a legal claim. 

(D) Prevent, detect, or respond to a secu-
rity incident, identity theft, fraud, harass-
ment, or any other malicious, deceptive, or 
illegal activity. 

(E) Investigate or report a person respon-
sible for an activity described in subpara-
graph (D). 

(7) Decrypt or ensure an ability to decrypt 
an encrypted communication of a user. 

(8) Preclude the use of any form of 
encryption, including end-to-end encryption, 
for any communication of a user. 

(9) Require indefinite retention of data of a 
user. 

(10) Require the affirmative collection of 
any personal information with respect to age 
that is not already collected in the normal 
course of business. 
SEC. 704. RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAWS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of this Act 
shall preempt any law, rule, requirement, or 
regulation of a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State, only to the extent that such 
law, rule, requirement, or regulation con-
flicts with a provision of this Act. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), nothing in this Act may be con-
strued— 

(1) to preempt any law, rule, requirement, 
or regulation of a State, or political subdivi-
sion of a State, with respect to contract, 
tort, or product liability; or 

(2) to prohibit a State, or a political sub-
division of a State, from enacting or enforc-
ing any law, rule, requirement, or regulation 
that provides greater protection to minors 
than the protection provided by the provi-
sions of this Act. 

(c) CHILDREN’S ONLINE PRIVACY PROTECTION 
ACT.—Section 1303 of the Children’s Online 
Privacy Protection Act of 1998 (15 U.S.C. 
6502) is amended by striking subsection (d) 
and inserting the following: 

‘‘(d) RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of this 

title shall preempt any law, rule, require-
ment, or regulation of a State, or a political 
subdivision of a State, only to the extent 
that such law, rule, requirement, or regula-
tion conflicts with a provision of this title. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), nothing in this title may be con-
strued— 

‘‘(A) to preempt any law, rule, require-
ment, or regulation of a State, or political 
subdivision of a State, with respect to con-
tract, tort, or product liability; or 

‘‘(B) to prohibit a State, or a political sub-
division of a State, from enacting or enforc-
ing any law, rule, requirement, or regulation 
that provides greater protection to minors 
than the protection provided by the provi-
sions of this title.’’. 
SEC. 705. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this Act or the applica-
tion of this Act to any person or cir-
cumstance is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remaining provisions of this Act and the 
application of this Act to other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected. 
SEC. 706. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Act, 
this Act shall take effect on the date that is 
1 year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 7757. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 7757, the Kids Internet 
and Digital Safety Act, or the KIDS 
Act. 

This legislation is the most com-
prehensive, impactful children’s online 
safety package Congress has consid-
ered. 

I thank Ranking Member PALLONE 
for his partnership and leadership on 
this issue. Protecting children should 
not be a partisan issue, and I appre-
ciate his commitment and working 
with us to find common ground to ad-
dress the very real challenges facing 
families today. 

Before I continue, I will recognize 
two parents who are with us in the gal-
lery today: Deb Schmill, mother of 
Becca, and Maurine Molak, mother of 
David. They have experienced every 
parent’s worst nightmare: losing a 
child because of online harms. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank them for their 
courage in sharing their stories and for 
turning unimaginable loss into tireless 
advocacy to help protect other children 
and families. Their presence here today 
reminds us of what is at stake, and 
their voices have helped shape this leg-
islation. 

A key part of our approach was nego-
tiating a package of impactful provi-
sions. We worked hard to reach a work-
able compromise. The KIDS Act incor-
porates 13 bipartisan Member priorities 
from across the House to empower par-
ents, protect children’s and teens’ pri-
vacy, and hold Big Tech and online fo-
rums accountable. 

The bill requires platforms to protect 
kids by default, including limiting ad-
dictive and dangerous design features 
and risky messaging functions. 

It gives parents stronger tools to 
monitor and manage their children’s 
online experiences, establishes safe-
guards for AI chatbots, creates new 
protections in online gaming environ-
ments, and requires age verification for 
pornography websites to ensure kids 
cannot access explicit content. 

The legislation also modernizes chil-
dren’s privacy protections by requiring 
parental consent before collecting in-
formation from children under 14 and 
extending important new privacy pro-
tections to teenagers under 18. 

At its core, this legislation sends a 
simple message: Children deserve a 

safer online experience, parents de-
serve a greater voice in their children’s 
digital lives, and technology companies 
must be held accountable when they 
fail to protect young users. 

While no single bill will solve every 
challenge facing families online, this 
legislation represents a significant and 
long-overdue step forward in estab-
lishing meaningful safeguards. It is an 
important milestone, not a finish line, 
in the effort to better protect children 
online and hold bad actors accountable. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded not to refer to per-
sons in the gallery. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of the KIDS Act, which is, as 
my chairman has mentioned, bipar-
tisan legislation to protect kids online 
and rein in Big Tech. I thank Chairman 
GUTHRIE for all his work on this. 

The internet, social media, and now 
artificial intelligence have profoundly 
changed how kids and teens connect 
with families and friends, how they 
learn about what is happening around 
them, and how they participate in an 
ever-changing online world. 

While there have been positive ad-
vancements, our kids are also suffering 
from Big Tech’s choke hold on their at-
tention and their relentless pursuit to 
keep them connected to their plat-
forms. Big Tech is using reckless prac-
tices to surveil our kids and teens, ex-
ploit vulnerabilities to turn a profit, 
and promote engagement regardless of 
the consequences. 

For too long, Big Tech has had a free 
pass while kids and teens face real 
harm online, including predatory de-
sign features, dangerous AI chatbots, 
and data brokers profiting off of their 
personal information. 

We simply cannot allow this to con-
tinue. It is long past time for Congress 
to step in and pass legislation that pro-
tects our kids and teens and reins in 
Big Tech. 

Now, the bipartisan KIDS Act does 
just that. It is a comprehensive bill 
that addresses a problem everyone in 
Congress cares deeply about, and that 
is keeping kids and teens safe online. 

The KIDS Act mandates safeguards, 
parental tools, and policies across 
video games and social media plat-
forms, including social gaming plat-
forms like Roblox and chatbots. Plat-
forms are required to limit addictive 
design features, restrict sharing mi-
nors’ geolocation data, turn off person-
alized recommendation systems that 
drive user engagement, and a lot more. 

The KIDS Act also changes the busi-
ness incentives driving Big Tech’s de-
sire to keep kids on their platforms by 
protecting minors’ data and expanding 
these critical privacy protections from 
the current age of 12 to teens up to the 
age of 17. 

The bill also bans targeted adver-
tising to kids and teens and ensures 
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that websites can collect and retain 
only limited kids’ data that is nec-
essary to provide a product or service. 

It also requires data brokers that sell 
minors’ data to register with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission and pay an an-
nual fee, bringing transparency to a se-
cretive process and a crucial first step 
toward ending the practice of data bro-
kers selling kids’ data. 

Mr. Speaker, I can’t express enough 
gratitude to all the parents who have 
shared their stories and fought for Con-
gress to come together to take action 
to save other parents from ever experi-
encing what they went through. 

I know there are parents who would 
like Congress to go even further in the 
KIDS Act. I will be clear: The KIDS 
Act is a floor, not a ceiling. The pre-
emption language in the KIDS Act is 
written with the explicit intent of en-
suring that States have the authority 
to pass and enforce stronger State 
laws, including those with a duty of 
care. It is also intended to ensure that 
ongoing lawsuits against social media 
companies, chatbot providers, and so-
cial gaming companies brought by 
State attorneys general and attorneys 
on behalf of parents and kids can con-
tinue, including those based on a duty 
of care and consumer protection laws. 

I am proud to lead this legislation 
alongside Chairman GUTHRIE. For 
many months now, the Energy and 
Commerce Committee has been work-
ing on legislative solutions to protect 
our kids and teens online, and this 
comprehensive, bipartisan bill is the 
result of those ongoing negotiations. 
This is an example of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee at its best. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also grateful for 
the tireless work of Representative 
CASTOR, a senior committee member, 
who has been a steadfast champion of 
the strongest possible protection for 
kids online. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on the KIDS Act to make 
the internet a safer place for our kids 
and teens, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1540 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), my good friend who is 
the author and chairman of the sub-
committee who has worked tirelessly 
on this piece of legislation. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in strong in support of 
H.R. 7757, the Kids Internet and Digital 
Safety Act, or the KIDS Act. 

This package will finally give par-
ents real tools to protect their kids on-
line. A key provision in the KIDS Act 
is my Kids Online Safety Act, or 
KOSA. I have been working on KOSA, 
Mr. Speaker, for 3 years, and I am 
proud to see it finally reach the House 
floor. 

The need for action has never been 
clearer. Nearly half of American teen-
agers say they are online almost con-
stantly, about half spend 4 or more 

hours a day on screens for leisure, and 
95 percent have a smartphone in their 
pocket, placing them in a digital envi-
ronment that too often prioritizes en-
gagement and profit over safety. 

Big Tech platforms are not neutral. 
Their algorithms are designed to maxi-
mize attention, not protect kids. 

Mr. Speaker, kids are pushed toward 
harmful content, targeted by predatory 
actors, and funneled into design fea-
tures built to keep them scrolling 
longer. 

Families across the country have 
paid the price, Mr. Speaker, from ex-
ploitation and harassment to content 
that fuels anxiety, depression, eating 
disorders, and self-harm, unfortu-
nately. That is why this bill and KOSA, 
in particular, are so very important. 

It establishes clear, targeted obliga-
tions for large online platforms to take 
steps to prevent and mitigate specific 
harms to minors. 

It focuses on addressing documented 
risks, such as sexual exploitation, drug 
and alcohol abuse, eating disorders, 
and self-harm content that can be am-
plified through algorithmic rec-
ommendation systems and engage-
ment-driven design. 

KOSA requires platforms to put in 
place concrete safeguards, limiting 
harmful design features, improving 
transparency around how systems im-
pact children, and giving parents 
strong tools to understand and manage 
their children’s online experiences. 

It also ensures Big Tech is held ac-
countable for their decisions through 
FTC enforcement and State attorneys 
general. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman of 
the full committee and the excellent 
staff. We never gave up. We persevered, 
and we have a good product, thanks to 
them. 

I thank the ranking member as well, 
Mr. PALLONE, and Ms. CASTOR, for 
working with me on this piece of legis-
lation. Again, the chairman gives me 
credit, but he is responsible as well. 
The goal is to protect the kids, and I 
appreciate all the input from the par-
ents over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s get this across the 
finish line and protect our children. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Ms. MCCLELLAN), a member of 
our committee. 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 7757, the bipar-
tisan Kids Internet and Digital Safety 
Act, or the KIDS Act. 

As a member of Gen X, who is a mom 
to a Gen Z teen and Gen Alpha tween, 
I struggle every day to find the balance 
between giving our kids the freedom 
they need to develop and grow and 
keeping them safe. I see every day that 
the digital world kids face today is un-
like anything previous generations 
have faced before. 

Every day innovators launch new 
technologies, applications, and online 
platforms that create incredible oppor-
tunities for learning, creativity, and 

connection. Those same innovations 
also create new opportunities for those 
who would do our kids harm. New risks 
for invasive data collection, 
cyberbullying, online exploitation, and 
harmful content. 

It is much harder for parents or other 
trusted adults today to protect kids 
from these harms that they often don’t 
see in an ecosystem they often don’t 
understand. 

It is past time for Congress to act be-
fore more children are put at risk. We 
are probably 20 years too late. We can’t 
wait anymore. 

The KIDS Act closes critical gaps in 
Federal law by strengthening privacy 
protections for children and teens; ban-
ning targeted advertising to minors; 
limiting unnecessary data collection, 
giving parents and teens greater con-
trol over personal information; increas-
ing transparency for data brokers; and 
requiring online platforms to imple-
ment stronger default safety tools that 
reduce harmful interactions. Notably, 
it preserves every State’s ability to go 
even further. 

While this package does not include 
everything that we would like to see, 
we cannot let the perfect become the 
enemy of the good, and this bill is a 
critical first step. 

Our children deserve to enjoy the 
benefits of technology without sacri-
ficing their privacy, their safety, or 
mental health. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ranking Mem-
ber PALLONE and Chairman GUTHRIE for 
bringing Democrats and Republicans 
on the committee together to produce 
this significant bipartisan legislation 
at a time when most people believe bi-
partisanship is dead. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Iowa 
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), a good friend 
who is a fantastic member of our com-
mittee and has worked hard on these 
issues protecting children. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Chairman GUTHRIE, who has 
done a fabulous job of shepherding this 
through the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce in a bipartisan manner. 

Protecting children and teens online 
is one of the most urgent responsibil-
ities we face as policymakers. As dig-
ital platforms become central to how 
young people learn, communicate, in-
novate, and navigate the world, we 
must ensure that these spaces are safe, 
transparent, and designed with their 
well-being as the driving priority. 

My bill, the SPY Kids Act, included 
in title II of the KIDS Act, takes an 
important step toward that goal by 
prohibiting online platforms from con-
ducting market research or product-fo-
cused research on children under 13 and 
by requiring verifiable parental con-
sent before such research can be con-
ducted on teenagers. 

The bill applies to user-generated 
content platforms that use engage-
ment-driven design features and per-
sonal data to tailor ads or rec-
ommendations, such as social media 
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companies and social gaming plat-
forms. 

This legislation matters because the 
online environment our kids encounter 
today is fundamentally different from 
anything previous generations experi-
enced. 

Platforms are engineered to capture 
attention, collect sensitive informa-
tion, shape behavior, force content, and 
it is in ways that young users may not 
recognize or be able to navigate safely. 

Children and teens should not be 
profiled, studied, or targeted for com-
mercial advantage, especially without 
parental oversight. 

By limiting how platforms can ana-
lyze and monetize minors’ data, the 
SPY Kids Act helps reduce the risk of 
manipulative marketing practices, 
strengthens privacy protections, and 
reinforces the principle that the well- 
being of America’s youth must come 
before the business models of tech-
nology companies. 

Our goal is simple: to build an online 
ecosystem where children can grow, 
learn, innovate, and connect without 
being exploited in the process. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on the bill. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN), a member of 
our committee. 

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding and 
for his strong leadership on this vitally 
important issue. 

When I joined the Energy and Com-
merce Committee 6 years ago, I com-
mitted to doing everything in my 
power to make the internet a safer 
place for my children, my two young 
daughters, specifically. 

In the years since, I have sat in hear-
ing after hearing where we have talked 
about doing something to deliver on 
that promise. 

I met with parents who have lived 
every family’s worst nightmare, par-
ents whose children harmed themselves 
and even ended their lives because ex-
ecutives in Silicon Valley cared more 
about their stock price than the safety 
of our children. 

I looked those parents in the eye. I 
cried with them as they told their 
story. Then I went home to have hard 
conversations with my two girls about 
how the apps they use, Instagram, 
TikTok, and others, are engineered to 
make them doubt their image and 
question their worth. 

For years, this crisis has gone unan-
swered, decades at this point. Our chil-
dren have been left to navigate one of 
the most powerful and manipulative 
technologies ever built, and they have 
been left to do it alone. 

b 1550 

This bill ends that. 
To be clear, Mr. Speaker, the KIDS 

Act doesn’t solve every problem, but it 
makes one heck of a dent. It finally 
gives kids and teens overdue privacy 
protections. It forces platforms to turn 

on safeguards by default instead of 
burying them where no parent can find 
them. It puts tools in the hands of 
moms and dads, and it makes compa-
nies answer for the worst harms that 
they allow on their platforms. 

Is it everything I want? No. I have 
heard from parents and advocates who 
believe we should go further, and they 
are right that this fight isn’t over. We 
can and we must continue to build 
upon this progress, but I refuse to tell 
families to wait for a better political 
moment or for a perfect bill that may 
never come when meaningful protec-
tions are in front of us right now. 

Critically, these are protections built 
to last, not ones written to be struck 
down in court on the day they take ef-
fect. 

I thank Ranking Member PALLONE 
for his commitment to these negotia-
tions, and I acknowledge the work of 
leaders on the committee on this issue, 
including Congresswoman KATHY CAS-
TOR and Congresswoman YVETTE 
CLARKE. 

Today, we pass the KIDS Act. Tomor-
row, we keep fighting for safer digital 
spaces for every child, especially with 
the rise of artificial intelligence. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. LEE), who not only is a 
great committee member on our com-
mittee, but is also one of the judicial 
minds on our committee who is a great 
legal scholar. 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 7757, the 
Kids Internet and Digital Safety Act, 
or the KIDS Act. 

Children today are growing up in a 
digital world that looks dramatically 
different than it did just a generation 
ago. 

While technology has created tre-
mendous opportunities to learn and to 
connect, it has also exposed young peo-
ple to online predators, sexual exploi-
tation, privacy violations, and increas-
ingly sophisticated threats driven by 
artificial intelligence. 

Parents are doing everything they 
can to protect their children online but 
should not have to navigate these chal-
lenges alone. 

This legislation includes two bipar-
tisan bills that I have been honored to 
lead. The first is the Promoting a Safer 
Internet for Minors Act. 

I thank the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. SOTO), my colleague and fellow 
Floridian, for his support and partner-
ship on this legislation. 

This bill recognizes that education is 
one of the strongest tools we have to 
protect children before they become 
victims. 

It directs the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to establish a nationwide public 
awareness campaign that equips par-
ents, educators, and communities with 
practical, up-to-date guidance on help-
ing children navigate the internet safe-
ly and responsibly. 

The second is COPPA 2.0, which I am 
proud to lead along with Congressman 
TIM WALBERG. 

When Congress enacted the Chil-
dren’s Online Privacy Protection Act 
nearly three decades ago, social media 
did not exist, and online platforms 
were not collecting massive amounts of 
personal information to build user pro-
files and deliver targeted advertising. 

This bill brings our privacy laws into 
the modern era by extending important 
protections to teenagers, limiting un-
necessary data collection, prohibiting 
targeted advertising to children and to 
teens, creating clear expectations for 
tech platforms, and giving families 
greater control over their personal in-
formation. 

Together, these provisions reflect a 
simple principle: Protecting children 
online requires both empowering fami-
lies with the information they need 
and ensuring that online platforms 
handle children’s personal information 
responsibly. 

Technology will continue to evolve, 
and our laws must evolve with it. 

I am grateful to Chairman GUTHRIE, 
Subcommittee Chairman BILIRAKIS, 
and my colleagues on the committee 
for their partnership in advancing this 
legislation. I urge all of my colleagues 
to support the KIDS Act. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. SCHRIER), who is an-
other member of our committee. 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, as a 
mom, a pediatrician, and a Member of 
Congress, I rise today to support the 
advancement of the KIDS Act to take 
some serious steps to protect our kids 
and their data online and hold Big 
Tech accountable. 

The KIDS Act includes my bill, the 
Kids Online Safety Act, which will en-
sure that social media companies pro-
vide protections and guardrails for kids 
online and are held accountable for the 
many harms they are causing to our 
kids, from sleeplessness, to eating dis-
orders, to self-harm, and even harm 
from others. 

Social media companies have gone 
largely unregulated for decades, all 
while they have become an omni-
present and bigger and bigger part of 
everyday life, including for kids. 

In my 20 years as a pediatrician, I 
have seen the rise of mental and behav-
ioral health concerns for kids and teens 
coincide directly with the rise of 
screen time and social media. 

It is long past time to hold Big Tech 
and social media accountable. 

This package includes many useful 
tools for parents to keep their kids safe 
online, but parents can’t do it alone. 
This package isn’t perfect, and I wish 
to see even more come out of negotia-
tions with the Senate. That is why I 
am continuing to call for a duty of care 
and language that goes further to hold 
social media companies accountable 
for the many harms that their plat-
forms are causing, including serious 
mental health issues, like anxiety, de-
pression, addiction, eating disorders, 
and suicidality. 
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But this package represents the first 

time in decades that we have had a 
chance in the House to take a step for-
ward, to finally passing comprehensive 
legislation to protect our kids. I 
strongly urge my colleagues to support 
it today so we can make it even strong-
er. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. MILLER), my good friend who 
has worked really hard to be an impor-
tant part of this package. 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Chairman GUTHRIE for his 
important leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, the statistics are 
alarming. The average age of a child’s 
first exposure to pornography is just 12 
years old, and nearly 80 percent of 
America’s children between 12 and 17 
have already been exposed to it. 

Not only has the sexual content be-
come intentionally easier to access, 
but it has also become increasingly 
violent, abusive, normalizing sexual as-
sault, physical violence, and non-
consensual acts for young, impression-
able minds. The consequences are dev-
astating. 

Research has linked early exposure 
to pornography with anxiety, addic-
tion, depression, low self-esteem, body 
image disorders, and an increased like-
lihood that minors will engage in risky 
and harmful sexual behavior. 

States across America have recog-
nized this crisis. More than a dozen 
have declared children’s exposure to 
pornography a public health crisis, and 
more than two dozen States have en-
acted age verification requirements for 
adult websites. 

Last year, the Supreme Court upheld 
Texas’ age verification law. The court 
ruled that the burden placed on adults 
to verify one’s age is incidental when 
the intent is to protect the innocence 
of the children. 

For that reason, I am grateful that 
Chairman GUTHRIE included the 
SCREEN Act in this legislative pack-
age. 

Senator MIKE LEE and I drafted this 
legislation to establish age verification 
requirements for adult websites, cre-
ating a minimum requirement that 
every State must meet while allowing 
flexibility to enact stronger protec-
tions for children. 

I am a strong supporter of the First 
Amendment, but constitutional law 
has long recognized that its protec-
tions do not extend to obscenity. 

Our laws already require age verifica-
tion to purchase alcohol, tobacco, fire-
arms, or to enter a casino. 

b 1600 
We recognize that some products and 

activities are simply inappropriate for 
children. Pornography should be no dif-
ferent. The SCREEN Act is one of the 
most consequential bills to protect 
children in the digital age. 

Today, we have an opportunity to 
make the internet safer for the next 
generation, and I urge all my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

I thank Chairman GUTHRIE for in-
cluding my bill in this package. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. CASTOR), another member 
of our committee who also happens to 
be the ranking member of our Energy 
Subcommittee and has been very much 
involved with this issue and the KIDS 
Act from the very beginning. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the ranking member for yield-
ing me time. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a very important 
step forward to protect our kids online. 
I really arrived here more as a parent 
than a Member of Congress, watching 
two daughters grow up at a time when 
the internet and social media was 
evolving, and I just understood from a 
very personal level what was hap-
pening. 

Being here in Congress, listening to 
parents whose children had suffered on-
line harms, whether that was suicide or 
cyberbullying, the evidence really is 
overwhelming now about the online 
risks and the physical and mental 
harms suffered by kids. 

Over 40 percent of kids under 12 are 
exposed to inappropriate material 
within their first month on social 
media: cyberbullying and violent and 
graphic content. 

Excessive screen time is linked to 
significantly higher rates of anxiety 
and depression among teens. Those 
spending 4 or more hours online daily 
are more than twice as likely to report 
symptoms of both. 

My colleagues on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and I have spent 
many Congresses—a number of Con-
gresses—working with advocacy groups 
and parents about the best way to com-
bat the harms experienced by young 
people online. 

The underlying record is replete with 
evidence from psychologists, pediatri-
cians, and teachers about the impact 
that Big Tech has on our kids. I have 
submitted their stories, reports, and 
research for the RECORD as we update 
the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tion Act, a law that is outdated, that 
now will cover teens and provide much 
greater safety and privacy for young 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
all of these stories and everything by 
reference here today. This includes the 
testimonies, coalition letters, and ad-
visory from the Surgeon General, all 
showing that compulsive social media 
use is harmful to the health of our 
kids. The documents can be found at 
the following links: Anxious Genera-
tion: The Evidence (2026) https:// 
www.anxiousgeneration.com/research/ 
the-evidence; Master Complaint in 
Meta Lawsuit (2025) https:// 
www.motleyrice.com/sites/default/files/ 
documents/Less-Redacted-Omnibus-Op-
position-Brief.pdf; Pew Research Cen-
ter Report: Teens, Social Media and 
Mental Health (2025) https:// 
www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/sites/20/2025/04/ 

PIl2025.04.22lteens-social-media-men-
tal-healthlREPORT.pdf; Fairplay: 
Teen Accounts: Broken Promises, How 
Instagram is Failing to Protect Minors 
(2025) https://fairplayforkids.org/wp- 
content/uploads/2025/09/Teen-Accounts- 
Broken-Promises-How-Instagram-is- 
failing-to-protect-minors.pdf; FTC Re-
port: A Look Behind the Screens, Ex-
amining the Data Practices of Social 
Media and Video Streaming Services 
(2024); https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ 
ftclgov/pdf/Social-Media-6b-Report-9- 
911-2024.pdf; U.S. Surgeon General’s Ad-
visory on Social Media and Youth Men-
tal Health (2023) https:// 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/ 
NBK594761/pdf/Book-
shelflNBK594761.pdf; American Psy-
chological Association: Health Advi-
sory on Social Media Use in Adoles-
cence (2023) https://www.apa.org/topics/ 
social-media-internet/health-advisory- 
adolescent-social-media-use.pdf 

As digital threats evolve, so must our 
laws. The bipartisan KIDS Act before 
us today responds to these realities 
with strong, commonsense safeguards. 

This has been a long time coming, 
and I really thank Chairman GUTHRIE 
for bringing it in for a landing. My 
good friend, Chairman GUS BILIRAKIS, 
and I have worked on KOSA. I appre-
ciate the support from my allies on pri-
vacy, Representative WALBERG and now 
Representative LEE who came on this 
Congress. 

I appreciate the work of Ranking 
Member PALLONE, Representative 
TRAHAN, and the professional staff who 
really listened to the parents. I know it 
is not the be all-end all, and they have 
my commitment to keep pressing for 
the strongest privacy protections and 
design code protections. 

I hope the Senate adopts a very 
strong bill. It is there. The ball is going 
to be in their court now after the 
House passes the KIDS Act today, but 
this is an important step for kids, par-
ents, and families in America. How do 
we keep up with the technological in-
novations? How do we keep up with 
what Big Tech wants to do to monetize 
children’s time online? They deserve 
the protections here today. They de-
serve this strong step forward, and I 
again thank my colleagues and urge a 
strong ‘‘yes’’ vote. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want everyone to un-
derstand that this KIDS Act mandates 
safeguards, parental tools, and policies 
to keep kids safe across the internet, 
from social media to video games to 
chatbots. 

Secondly, the bill adds data mini-
mization language, and this is so im-
portant. It minimizes the amount of 
data that can be collected. This is to 
prevent excessive data collection for 
kids and teens, provides rights to de-
lete access and correct data to teens 
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and parents of children, and bans tar-
geted advertising to kids and teens. 

This bill reflects months of bipar-
tisan negotiation between myself and 
Energy and Commerce Committee 
Chairman GUTHRIE, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and 
Ms. CASTOR to arrive at a package of 
bills that will provide meaningful base-
line protections for kids online without 
stopping further progress in the States. 
We do not preempt the States from 
taking further action. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly believe this 
bill provides a path to passage here in 
the House and also in the Senate. 

I ask Members on a bipartisan basis 
to support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the ranking 
member for those data protections. 
That has been very important and a big 
part of the negotiations, and the gen-
tleman has been a great advocate for 
that. I really appreciate it. 

I mentioned Ms. Schmill and Ms. 
Molak when we first started. I should 
mention the staff and their hard work. 
They had countless hours meeting with 
different groups. Members were meet-
ing with different groups and working 
hard on this, but the staff has, as well. 

When I first took the chairmanship, 
very early in my chairmanship when 
my colleagues asked me to chair this 
committee, we sat down with a group 
of people to determine our priorities. 

Number one was this bill. Number 
one was this effort. Number one was 
this issue. People talk a lot of times 
about how we have so many young 
staffers on Capitol Hill. They are, and 
they are also young parents. I have 
seen from both sides of the aisle, a cou-
ple of our staff members have different 
opinions on other issues but sit down 
and put that all aside when it comes to 
their children, America’s children. 

Mr. Speaker, I really appreciate the 
hard, hard work. I really encourage my 
colleagues to vote for this bill tonight. 
I really encourage my colleagues to 
vote for this bill tonight because when 
we vote for this bill tonight, the House 
will put its imprint—and we have 
worked with the Senate, but the House 
will put its imprint to make sure that 
children are protected, parents are em-
powered, and Big Tech is held account-
able. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 7757, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-

ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

SECURING COMMUNITY UPGRADES 
FOR A RESILIENT GRID ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7257) to amend the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act to require States 
to include supporting the physical se-
curity, cybersecurity, and resilience of 
local distribution systems in State en-
ergy security plans, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7257 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Securing Com-
munity Upgrades for a Resilient Grid Act’’ or 
the ‘‘SECURE Grid Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CONSIDERATION OF THE SECURITY OF 

LOCAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS IN 
STATE ENERGY SECURITY PLANS. 

Section 366 of the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act (42 U.S.C. 6326) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(3) LOCAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM.—The term 
‘local distribution system’ means any energy in-
frastructure owned and operated by an electric 
utility at a voltage of 100 kilovolts or less.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by inserting ‘‘, and 
suppliers of equipment for the generation, trans-
mission, and distribution of electricity to,’’ after 
‘‘owners and operators of’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (3) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(3) address potential hazards to each energy 

sector or system, including— 
‘‘(A) physical threats and vulnerabilities, in-

cluding— 
‘‘(i) weather-related threats and 

vulnerabilities; 
‘‘(ii) physical attacks on local distribution 

systems and the bulk-power system; and 
‘‘(iii) supply chain risks for equipment for the 

generation, transmission, and distribution of 
electricity; and 

‘‘(B) cybersecurity threats and vulnerabilities, 
including threats to, and vulnerabilities of, local 
distribution systems that may impact the bulk- 
power system;’’; and 

(B) by amending paragraph (5) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(5) provide a risk mitigation approach to en-
hance reliability and end-use resilience, includ-
ing methods of responding to, mitigating, and 
recovering from potential hazards described in 
paragraph (3); and’’; 

(4) in subsection (d)(3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as sub-

paragraph (C); and 
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 

following: 
‘‘(B) supplying equipment for the generation, 

transmission, and distribution of electricity; 
and’’; 

(5) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘A State is not eligible’’ and 

inserting the following: 
‘‘(1) SUBMISSION REQUIRED.—A State is not eli-

gible’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by redesignating sub-

paragraphs (A) and (B) as clauses (i) and (ii), 
respectively; 

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as 
subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively (and by 
moving the margins accordingly); and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) STATE DETERMINATION.—A submission 

under paragraph (1) is not required to be ap-
proved by the Secretary.’’; 

(6) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘may’’ and 
inserting ‘‘shall’’; 

(7) in subsection (h), by inserting ‘‘, local dis-
tribution system,’’ after ‘‘electric utility’’; and 

(8) by striking subsection (i) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(i) SUNSET.—This section shall expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2031.’’. 
SEC. 3. GAO REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30, 
2030, the Comptroller General shall submit to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a 
report on the efficacy of State energy security 
plans that includes— 

(1) an evaluation of whether and how State 
energy security plans have improved the ability 
of States to identify, assess, and mitigate risks 
to energy infrastructure and supply chains and 
to plan for, respond to, and recover from events 
that disrupt energy supply; 

(2) recommendations for— 
(A) improving the ability of States described in 

paragraph (1); and 
(B) actions the Secretary of Energy may take 

to improve coordination with States with respect 
to identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks to 
energy infrastructure and supply chains and 
planning for, responding to, and recovering 
from events that disrupt energy supply; 

(3) information on Federal financial assist-
ance made available to States under part D of 
title III of the Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act (42 U.S.C. 6321 et seq.) that was used to im-
plement State energy security plans; 

(4) information on activities carried out by 
States using such financial assistance; 

(5) an analysis of the efficacy of the imple-
mentation of section 366 of the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6326), as 
amended by this Act; and 

(6) information on State use of assistance pro-
vided under section 366(f) of the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6326(f)) (as 
amended by this Act), including any revisions of 
State energy security plans made by States re-
sulting from assistance provided under such sec-
tion 366(f). 

(b) PROTECTED INFORMATION.—The report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall be submitted 
in a form that may be made available to the 
public, except that any information protected 
from disclosure under section 366(h) of the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 
6326(h)) shall be included in the report in an 
annex that shall not be publicly disclosed, con-
sistent with such section. 

(c) STATE ENERGY SECURITY PLAN DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘State energy security 
plan’’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 366(a) of the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 6326(a)). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 7257. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29JN7.036 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4297 June 29, 2026 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

7257, the SECURE Grid Act, sponsored 
by my colleague and Energy Sub-
committee chairman from Ohio’s Fifth 
Congressional District, Mr. LATTA. 

State energy security plans are an 
important tool for States to consider 
the vulnerabilities in their energy sys-
tems. The interconnected nature of our 
energy system requires constant infor-
mation sharing and cohesive planning 
to assess, identify, and address poten-
tial threats. 

During this historic period of expo-
nential demand growth caused by next- 
generation industries, we need to be 
even more vigilant against adversaries 
that seek to undermine U.S. competi-
tiveness. 

The SECURE Grid Act is a timely 
bill that would enhance a State’s abil-
ity to manage the security of their en-
ergy systems. H.R. 7257 will improve 
visibility into an evolving threat land-
scape while ensuring that experts in 
the energy field can help provide crit-
ical insights into complex engineering 
operations. 

As technology improvements have 
the potential to positively transform 
our economy, these tools can also be 
used and exploited by bad actors. This 
bill will ensure that States remain on 
the cutting edge of innovation and se-
curity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1610 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 7257, the SECURE 
Grid Act, is a bipartisan bill that re-
news and enhances a State’s ability to 
consider cyber and physical security 
protections to their energy systems, 
and it promotes collaboration between 
partners as they develop State energy 
security plans. 

These State plans are a part of DOE’s 
State Energy Program, which provides 
financial and technical assistance to 
help States with energy planning. It 
was reauthorized and updated in the bi-
partisan infrastructure law in 2021. As 
part of that reauthorization, plans 
must include energy emergency plan-
ning to secure the United States 
against physical and cyber threats. 

The State energy security plans are 
an important tool that ensures States 
are prepared for the worst. The plan-
ning process brings together stake-
holders and enables a level of coordina-
tion across Federal and State actors. 
This bill helps enhance the parts of 
those plans that guard against physical 
and cyber threats by ensuring that 
they encompass more of our energy 
system, local power lines, as well as fa-
cilities critical to ensuring the supply 
chain of energy infrastructure-related 
components. 

Finally, the bill also bolsters a 
State’s ability to obtain assistance 
from the Department of Energy, some-
thing I hope they will take advantage 

of as they regularly update their en-
ergy security plans. 

This bill also ensures that the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office will re-
view how DOE and the States execute 
these programs, to ensure that Con-
gress has the best information possible 
the next time the provision needs to be 
renewed. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATTA), chairman of the Energy 
Subcommittee. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Kentucky, the 
chair of the full committee, for recog-
nizing me today. 

I rise in support of H.R. 7257, the SE-
CURE Grid Act, which I sponsored with 
the gentlewoman from California’s 
Seventh Congressional District. 

State energy security plans, or 
SESPs, provide States with an oppor-
tunity to identify threats and vulnera-
bilities in their respective energy net-
works. This collaborative process en-
sures that States can stay on the cut-
ting edge of an evolving threat land-
scape. 

While the initial exercise of SESPs 
has meaningfully assisted States in 
managing their energy systems, there 
is room for improvement to enhance 
visibility and threat detection and to 
holistically consider disparate vulnera-
bilities across the sector. 

The SECURE Grid Act achieves this 
goal by ensuring States incorporate se-
curity and resilience of distribution 
networks. Distribution networks bring 
wholesale power directly to homes and 
businesses to keep the lights on and 
keep our businesses up and running. 
Any threat to the distribution system 
is a threat to our communities. 

Importantly, the legislation also 
brings industry experts to the table 
during the development of SESPs to 
ensure State governments are equipped 
with the resources and operational un-
derstanding of the complex infrastruc-
ture. 

In addition, the bill affirms the im-
portant leadership role of State gov-
ernments to protect their energy sys-
tems while fostering collaborative 
partnerships with Federal counter-
parts. 

Given the States’ authority and un-
derstanding of their own unique energy 
needs, it is imperative that they are 
empowered to develop their own plans 
while working collaboratively with 
Federal partners. 

This legislation comes at a timely 
moment in our Nation’s history. 
Throughout the 119th Congress, the En-
ergy Subcommittee of the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee has 
held several hearings with experts and 
administration officials to examine the 
state of our Nation’s energy systems. 

Each day, it becomes ever more ap-
parent that our reliance on energy is 
growing because of AI advancements, 

reshoring of manufacturing facilities, 
and general economy-wide electrifica-
tion. 

Families across the country can be 
burdened by high energy costs, and we 
know that there is nothing more ex-
pensive than a blackout. 

We also know that adversarial na-
tions and nefarious actors are actively 
seeking out any vulnerability in our 
interconnected energy infrastructure 
to sow chaos and cause harm to every-
day Americans. 

To combat these efforts, the legisla-
tion requires proactive information 
sharing, constant vigilance, and clear 
visibility into the widening threat 
landscape. The SECURE Grid Act en-
sures that State energy offices and 
their respective Governors are able to 
put processes in place to detect, miti-
gate, and respond to potential attacks 
targeting critical infrastructure. 

The everyday lives of families and 
businesses are wholly reliant on a se-
cure, reliable, and affordable energy 
system. 

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons stated, 
it is important that the House pass 
H.R. 7257, the SECURE Grid Act. 

Again, I thank the gentlewoman 
from California’s Seventh District for 
her help on this legislation. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say briefly that I think this is 
an important bill, and I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I agree that this is a 
very important bill. We have an inter-
connected grid, and we have to make 
sure that all States are ensuring that 
it is secure. 

I appreciate my friend from Ohio for 
bringing this before his subcommittee 
and the full committee, and I appre-
ciate his efforts. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7257, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 7257, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENERGY EMERGENCY LEADERSHIP 
ACT 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7258) to amend the Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act with 
respect to functions assigned to Assist-
ant Secretaries, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 
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H.R. 7258 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy 
Emergency Leadership Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FUNCTIONS ASSIGNED TO ASSISTANT 

SECRETARIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 

203 of the Department of Energy Organiza-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 7133(a)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(12) Energy emergency and energy secu-
rity functions, including— 

‘‘(A) responsibilities with respect to energy 
infrastructure, security and resilience, 
emerging threats, cybersecurity, supply, and 
emergency planning and preparedness, co-
ordination, response, and restoration, as ap-
propriate; and 

‘‘(B) upon request of a State, local, or Trib-
al government or energy sector entity, and 
in coordination with other Federal agencies 
as appropriate, provision of technical assist-
ance and support to protect against, detect, 
and respond to energy security threats, 
risks, and incidents.’’. 

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of En-
ergy shall ensure that the functions of the 
Secretary described in section 203(a)(12) of 
the Department of Energy Organization Act 
(as added by this Act) are performed in co-
ordination with relevant Federal agencies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material on H.R. 7258. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 7258, the Energy Emergency Lead-
ership Act, sponsored by my colleague 
Ms. LEE of Florida. 

The bill was considered and reported 
favorably by the committee on a unan-
imous, bipartisan vote because it will 
strengthen the Department of Energy’s 
important energy emergency mission. 

The bill requires that the well-estab-
lished energy emergency and cyberse-
curity functions at DOE are organized 
under the leadership of an Assistant 
Secretary, which is important to main-
taining a high level of leadership in 
DOE’s emergency response and cyber-
security functions. 

The Energy Emergency Leadership 
Act will ensure the Department has the 
focused and accountable leadership to 
more fully protect the public from all 
the hazards to the energy system, nat-
ural or man-made, including emerging 
threats from our foreign adversaries to 
the Nation’s electric grid. 

A vote for H.R. 7258 is a vote for en-
suring strong leadership during energy 

emergencies for the benefit of public 
safety and welfare and for stronger cy-
bersecurity protections in our elec-
tricity systems. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

b 1620 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

It is becoming increasingly obvious 
that our energy system faces numerous 
threats, whether it is from sky-
rocketing demand, climate change, or 
cyberattacks, and it is undeniable that 
our systems need support to continue 
delivering reliable and affordable 
power for Americans. 

H.R. 7258, the Energy Emergency 
Leadership Act, sponsored by Rep-
resentative LEE of Florida and Rep-
resentative LANDSMAN, is an important 
bill. It amends the Department of En-
ergy Organization Act. 

This bill elevates emergency re-
sponse and cybersecurity responsibil-
ities to the level of Assistant Secretary 
at DOE. It effectively ensures that the 
Director of DOE’s Office of Cybersecu-
rity, Energy Security, and Emergency 
Response, or CESER, goes through 
Senate confirmation. 

As the grid becomes increasingly 
complex and faces a host of new chal-
lenges, it is critical that ensuring the 
security of the grid is managed by top 
officials. DOE already plays an impor-
tant role in ensuring rapid response to 
an energy emergency. The subject mat-
ter and sector expertise concentrated 
at DOE is vital for ensuring that 
threats to the grid are handled quickly 
and appropriately. 

H.R. 7258 clarifies in statute the 
emergency response responsibilities 
that are assigned to an Assistant Sec-
retary. This ensures that there will be 
a consistent and effective leader and 
coordinator at DOE. 

Finally, I also note that while this 
bill is focused on the leadership of DOE 
offices, the reality is the Department’s 
ability to respond to threats depends 
on its capable career staff. The Trump 
administration has devastated the De-
partment of Energy’s professional staff 
across the board, and I don’t want that 
to be lost in this discussion about how 
to enhance its response capabilities. 

Nevertheless, I encourage everyone 
to support this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. LEE), my good friend 
and the author of this legislation. 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 7258, the 
Energy Emergency Leadership Act. I 
thank Chairman GUTHRIE and Ranking 
Member CASTOR for their leadership in 
moving this bill through committee, 
and also my colleague Representative 
LANDSMAN for co-leading this bill with 
me. 

This legislation passed out of the 
Subcommittee on Energy unanimously 

because both Republicans and Demo-
crats on the Committee recognized how 
critical it is to have accountable lead-
ership protecting our electric grid. 

Today, the United States is experi-
encing record energy demand, driven 
by artificial intelligence, data centers, 
renewed domestic manufacturing, and 
widespread electrification across our 
economy. Meeting that demand safely 
requires not only robust and reliable 
generation but also a secure and resil-
ient grid to deliver it. 

At the same time, the threats to that 
grid have never been more serious. 
State-sponsored actors like Volt Ty-
phoon are actively targeting American 
critical infrastructure. Physical at-
tacks on grid infrastructure are also on 
the rise. For those of us from Florida, 
energy emergencies are not theo-
retical. They are a constant reality. 
After major hurricanes, a large number 
of Floridians lose power, and rapid Fed-
eral coordination becomes a serious 
matter of public safety. 

H.R. 7258 addresses this directly. It 
ensures that the Department of Ener-
gy’s emergency and cybersecurity re-
sponsibilities are led by a Senate-con-
firmed Assistant Secretary, a clear, ac-
countable leader whose role is codified 
in statute, not left to chance. 

This is a practical, bipartisan solu-
tion that will help our Federal re-
sponse and our agencies keep pace with 
the reality of today’s threats. This bill 
ensures that when an energy emer-
gency strikes, a designated Federal of-
ficial can cut through bureaucratic 
barriers, coordinate a clear response, 
and help keep the lights on for Amer-
ican families. 

I appreciate the cooperation of Chair-
man GUTHRIE, Ranking Member CAS-
TOR, and all of my colleagues in work-
ing together on this bill. I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7258. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I thank the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida for working together. I really ap-
preciate working together with both 
my friends from Florida, both from the 
Tampa area. 

It is important to have the right 
leadership in the right place to make 
sure we protect ourselves at this vul-
nerable time. 

I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7258, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7258. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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RURAL AND MUNICIPAL UTILITY 

CYBERSECURITY ACT 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7266) to amend the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act to reau-
thorize the Rural and Municipal Util-
ity Advanced Cybersecurity Grant and 
Technical Assistance Program, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7266 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rural and 
Municipal Utility Cybersecurity Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RURAL AND MUNICIPAL UTILITY AD-

VANCED CYBERSECURITY GRANT 
AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM. 

Section 40124 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (42 U.S.C. 18723) is amend-
ed to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 40124. RURAL AND MUNICIPAL UTILITY AD-

VANCED CYBERSECURITY GRANT 
AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADVANCED CYBERSECURITY TECH-

NOLOGY.—The term ‘advanced cybersecurity 
technology’ means any technology, oper-
ational capability, or service, including com-
puter hardware, software, or a related asset, 
that enhances the security posture of elec-
tric utilities through improvements in the 
ability to protect against, detect, respond to, 
or recover from a cybersecurity threat. 

‘‘(2) BULK-POWER SYSTEM.—The term ‘bulk- 
power system’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 215(a) of the Federal Power 
Act. 

‘‘(3) CYBERSECURITY THREAT.—The term 
‘cybersecurity threat’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 2200 of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002. 

‘‘(4) DEFENSE CRITICAL ELECTRIC INFRA-
STRUCTURE.—The term ‘defense critical elec-
tric infrastructure’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 215A(a) of the Federal 
Power Act. 

‘‘(5) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible 
entity’ means— 

‘‘(A) a rural electric cooperative; 
‘‘(B) an electric utility owned by a polit-

ical subdivision of a State, such as a munici-
pally owned electric utility; 

‘‘(C) an electric utility owned by any agen-
cy, authority, corporation, or instrumen-
tality of 1 or more political subdivisions of a 
State; 

‘‘(D) a not-for-profit entity that is in a 
partnership with not fewer than 6 entities 
described in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C); 
and 

‘‘(E) an investor-owned electric utility 
that sells less than 4,000,000 megawatt hours 
of electricity per year. 

‘‘(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means 
the Rural and Municipal Utility Advanced 
Cybersecurity Grant and Technical Assist-
ance Program established under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
maintain a program, to be known as the 
Rural and Municipal Utility Advanced Cy-
bersecurity Grant and Technical Assistance 
Program, to provide technical assistance and 
award funding, including grants, cooperative 
agreements, and prizes, to eligible entities to 
protect against, detect, respond to, and re-
cover from cybersecurity threats. 

‘‘(c) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the 
Program shall be— 

‘‘(1) to deploy advanced cybersecurity tech-
nologies for electric utility systems; and 

‘‘(2) to increase the participation of eligi-
ble entities in cybersecurity threat informa-
tion sharing programs. 

‘‘(d) AWARDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Pro-

gram, the Secretary— 
‘‘(A) shall, subject to the availability of ap-

propriations, provide technical assistance, 
and award funding, including grants, cooper-
ative agreements, and prizes, to eligible enti-
ties on a competitive or noncompetitive 
basis; 

‘‘(B) shall develop criteria for providing 
such technical assistance and awarding such 
funding; 

‘‘(C) may enter into agreements that can 
facilitate the objectives described in sub-
section (c) with eligible entities to provide 
technical assistance or award funding, in-
cluding grants, cooperative agreements, and 
prizes; and 

‘‘(D) shall establish a process to ensure, to 
the extent practicable, that all eligible enti-
ties are informed about opportunities to re-
ceive technical assistance or funding, includ-
ing grants, cooperative agreements, and 
prizes. 

‘‘(2) PRIORITY FOR FUNDING AND TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE.—In providing technical assist-
ance and awarding funding, including grants, 
cooperative agreements, and prizes, under 
the Program, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to an eligible entity that, as deter-
mined by the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) has limited cybersecurity resources; 
‘‘(B) owns assets critical to the reliability 

of the bulk-power system; or 
‘‘(C) owns or operates defense critical elec-

tric infrastructure. 
‘‘(e) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—Infor-

mation shared by or with the Federal Gov-
ernment or a State, Tribal, or local govern-
ment under the Program shall be deemed 
voluntarily shared information and exempt 
from disclosure under section 552 of title 5, 
United States Code (commonly known as the 
Freedom of Information Act), or any provi-
sion of any State, Tribal, or local freedom of 
information law, open government law, open 
meetings law, open records law, sunshine 
law, or similar law requiring the disclosure 
of information or records. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this section 
$250,000,000 for the period of fiscal years 2027 
through 2031.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on the legislation 
and to include extraneous material on 
H.R. 7266. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 7266, the 
Rural and Municipal Utility Cybersecu-
rity Act, sponsored by Representative 
MARIANNETTE MILLER-MEEKS from 
Iowa’s First Congressional District. 

Throughout the 119th Congress, the 
Energy and Commerce Committee has 
held several hearings examining the 
state of our Nation’s energy system 
and the persistent threats facing crit-
ical infrastructure. We heard directly 
from industry experts and administra-
tion officials about the ability of ad-
versarial nations to exploit vulnerabil-
ities in our energy infrastructure. 

We know that rising energy demands 
and a growing reliance on intricate 
networks of energy delivery systems 
could widen attack surfaces and oppor-
tunities to cause harm and sow chaos 
in the daily lives of hardworking Amer-
icans. 

These threats are uniquely con-
cerning for rural communities and 
small utility operators that do not 
have the same resources as their inves-
tor-owned counterparts. These rural 
cooperatives and municipal utilities 
are economic drivers for small towns 
and remote areas of our country to en-
sure they can participate in the 21st 
century economy. 

H.R. 7266 reauthorizes the Rural and 
Municipal Utility Advanced Cybersecu-
rity Grant and Technical Assistance 
Program for 5 years to equip small 
utilities with the resources necessary 
to secure their systems and keep the 
lights on for their communities. 

Importantly, the RMUC Act stream-
lines burdensome grant application 
practices at the Department of Energy 
to reduce unnecessary regulatory bu-
reaucracy. By simplifying the funding 
process, we can get dollars from the 
agency into the hands of cybersecurity 
professionals in a way that meets the 
urgency needed to address our system 
needs. 

In addition, this program will lever-
age the expertise of the Department of 
Energy by providing targeted technical 
assistance to cybersecurity operators 
to enhance threat visibility and imple-
ment security protections. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

H.R. 7266, the Rural and Municipal 
Utility Cybersecurity Act, sponsored 
by the gentlewoman from Virginia (Ms. 
MCCLELLAN) and the gentlewoman 
from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), reau-
thorizes a critical program from the bi-
partisan infrastructure law. This ini-
tiative is designed to aid municipal 
utilities, rural electric cooperatives, 
and small investor-owned utilities. 

The reason this is important is that 
the cyber threats to our Nation’s power 
grid are growing every day, from so-
phisticated cyberattacks from nation- 
state actors to AI-enhanced 
cyberattacks from single criminals. 
The offensive capabilities of people 
who would attack our power grid are 
growing. 
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b 1630 

The only solution is an investment in 
a robust defense of the grid. While larg-
er utilities may have more resources to 
invest in cybersecurity, the smaller 
utilities and nonprofit cooperatives 
and municipal utilities may not have 
the resources to spend on sophisticated 
cyber defenses. 

The rural and municipal utility cy-
bersecurity program steps in to fill the 
gap, ensuring that those smaller enti-
ties get the assistance and the guid-
ance they need from the Department of 
Energy. 

In addition to reauthorizing this im-
portant initiative, the bill makes it 
easier for smaller utilities to access 
DOE’s technical assistance programs, a 
tweak that should result in more eligi-
ble utilities gaining access to DOE’s 
knowledge and resources. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive MCCLELLAN for her work as the co- 
lead on this bill. I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), who 
has been a leader in this issue. She 
stands before us to protect rural and 
small-town America, and that is ex-
actly what her legislation does. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Chairman GUTHRIE 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
my bill, H.R. 7266, the Rural and Mu-
nicipal Utility Cybersecurity Act, a bi-
partisan bill I am proud to lead with 
Congresswoman MCCLELLAN, to help 
reauthorize and strengthen a critical 
program that helps rural and munic-
ipal electric utilities defend against 
growing cybersecurity threats to our 
Nation’s energy grid. 

Just this spring, national security 
experts warned that hostile nation- 
states are shifting from isolated cyber 
incidents to sustained campaigns 
against U.S. critical infrastructure, in-
cluding the energy sector. Yet, many 
small and rural utilities lack the ca-
pacity and expertise to act on this in-
formation. 

RMUC is designed to close that gap. 
In Iowa’s First District, rural electric 
cooperatives serve ratepayers across 20 
counties and face the same threats as 
major urban systems but with fewer re-
sources. 

By reauthorizing the Rural and Mu-
nicipal Utility Advanced Cybersecurity 
Grant and Technical Assistance Pro-
gram at DOE and authorizing $250 mil-
lion over 5 years to deploy advanced 
cybersecurity technologies and support 
participation in information-sharing 
programs, this bill ensures rural elec-
tric cooperatives, public power, and 
other small utilities have access to ad-
vanced cybersecurity tools, technical 
assistance, and grant funding to pro-
tect, detect, respond to, and recover 
from cyber threats. 

At a time when cyberattacks on our 
critical infrastructure are escalating, 

small and rural utilities need the re-
sources to defend against nation-state 
actors and sophisticated threats. This 
bill provides that support. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as she may 
consume to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia (Ms. MCCLELLAN), and I thank 
her for her leadership on behalf of rural 
and smaller municipal utilities in com-
munities across the country. 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the Rural and 
Municipal Utility Cybersecurity Act, 
which I am proud to co-lead with Rep-
resentative MILLER-MEEKS of Iowa. 

This bill represents the sort of bipar-
tisan work that is important for the se-
curity and stability of the American 
grid and the safety of the American 
people. 

This bill reauthorizes the vital 
RMUC program, which helps rural and 
small municipalities to protect them-
selves against ever-multiplying and 
more sophisticated cybersecurity 
threats that could prove severely dis-
ruptive to small and rural communities 
alike, just like the ones I represent in 
Virginia’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Far too often, these communities 
lack the resources and the support nec-
essary to defend against malign actors 
targeting important infrastructure and 
services, and AI has made it easier for 
such malign actors to do so. 

For example, rural Prince George 
County, Virginia, in my district, just a 
few weeks ago, fell victim to a cyber 
incident that impacted the county’s 
payment services. Fortunately, the at-
tack didn’t impact other, more con-
sequential services, but it serves as an 
example of why we must take proactive 
steps to ensure the security of our grid, 
especially in small and rural commu-
nities that are especially vulnerable. 

Our bill fills those gaps by ensuring 
that these communities can face the 
challenges of our increasingly digital 
world and, in turn, bolster cybersecu-
rity defenses for the entire Nation’s 
grid. 

Madam Speaker, I am glad to work 
with my colleague from Iowa to ad-
vance this important bill, and I urge 
my colleagues to support our legisla-
tion to reauthorize this vital program. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate my good friends from Virginia 
and Iowa working together on this bill. 
I encourage my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7266, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7266, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENERGY THREAT ANALYSIS 
CENTER ACT OF 2026 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7305) to amend the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act to reau-
thorize the Department of Energy’s En-
ergy Sector Operational Support for 
Cyberresilience Program to provide 
operational support for energy sector 
cybersecurity and resilience, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7305 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Threat 
Analysis Center Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. ENERGY SECTOR OPERATIONAL SUPPORT 

FOR CYBERRESILIENCE PROGRAM. 
Section 40125(c) of the Infrastructure Invest-

ment and Jobs Act (42 U.S.C. 18724(c)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 

through (E) as subparagraphs (B) through (F), 
respectively; 

(B) by inserting before subparagraph (B), as 
so redesignated, the following: 

‘‘(A) to strengthen the collective defense, re-
sponse, and resilience of the United States en-
ergy sector— 

‘‘(i) by enhancing collaboration between the 
government and the energy sector to analyze 
threats to the energy sector and to deny, dis-
rupt, and mitigate operational impacts to energy 
systems— 

‘‘(I) by exchanging information at the classi-
fied and unclassified level, collectively ana-
lyzing potential and realized threats, and pro-
viding recommendations to mitigate these 
threats that benefit the broader energy sector; 
and 

‘‘(II) by increasing operational collaboration 
through establishing the technical infrastruc-
ture necessary to house, access, and perform ad-
vanced analytics and experimentation to enable 
analysis, discovery, alerts, and collaboration ac-
tivities of intelligence-driven and intelligence- 
informed technical data and knowledge, threat 
information and to share actionable insights 
and threat mitigation; 

‘‘(ii) by advancing the collective under-
standing of national security risks and 
vulnerabilities associated with the energy sector 
that may be exploited by adversaries; and 

‘‘(iii) by increasing the energy sector’s under-
standing of threat actor tactics, techniques, pro-
cedures, indicators of compromise, capabilities, 
and activities that present risks to the energy 
sector;’’; 

(C) in subparagraph (D), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘sector;’’ and inserting ‘‘sector; 
and’’; 

(D) in subparagraph (E), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting ‘‘.’’; and 

(E) by striking subparagraph (F), as so redes-
ignated; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (7); 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) ENERGY THREAT ANALYSIS CENTER.—The 
Secretary may carry out any activity of the pro-
gram developed and carried out under para-
graph (1) through an Energy Threat Analysis 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:29 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\K29JN7.047 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4301 June 29, 2026 
Center, which may be established at one or more 
physical locations. 

‘‘(3) NO RIGHT OR BENEFIT.— 
‘‘(A) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—The provision 

of assistance or information under the program 
developed and carried out under paragraph (1) 
to a governmental or private entity shall be at 
the sole and unreviewable discretion of the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(B) PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE OR INFORMA-
TION.—The provision of assistance or informa-
tion under the program developed and carried 
out under paragraph (1) to a governmental or 
private entity shall not create a right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, for any other govern-
mental or private entity to similar assistance or 
information. 

‘‘(4) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The pro-
gram developed and carried out under para-
graph (1) shall not be considered an advisory 
committee under chapter 10 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

‘‘(5) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Informa-
tion shared by or with the Federal Government 
or a State, Tribal, or local government under the 
program developed and carried out under para-
graph (1) shall be— 

‘‘(A) deemed voluntarily shared information 
and exempt from disclosure under section 552 of 
title 5, United States Code, and any State, Trib-
al, or local provision of law requiring disclosure 
of information or records; and 

‘‘(B) withheld, without discretion, from the 
public under section 552(b)(3)(B) of title 5, 
United States Code, and any State, Tribal, or 
local provision of law requiring disclosure of in-
formation or records. 

‘‘(6) TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any other 

authority granted to the Secretary under any 
other provision of law, the Secretary is author-
ized to enter into and perform contracts, cooper-
ative agreements, grants, and other transactions 
with public agencies, private organizations, and 
persons to carry out the program developed and 
carried out under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(B) MINIMIZING DELAYS.—The Secretary may 
establish and utilize pre-approved national se-
curity contracting mechanisms, model partner-
ship agreements, and expedited review proce-
dures for purposes of entering into transactions 
under subparagraph (A).’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘2022 through 2026’’ and inserting ‘‘2027 
through 2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. CASTOR) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks on the legis-
lation and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 7305. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 7305, the Energy Threat 
Analysis Center Act, sponsored by the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR) and the gentleman from Colorado 
(Mr. EVANS), my good friends. 

The bill was reported favorably on a 
unanimous, bipartisan vote by the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. 

The United States has one of the 
most complex energy systems in the 
world, and those systems are essential 
for the health and welfare of the pub-
lic, our economy, and our security. 

Our adversaries know this, and they 
work persistently to identify and ex-
ploit vulnerabilities in our critical en-
ergy infrastructure, creating a looming 
threat few Americans may appreciate. 

We must take action to improve our 
ability to identify, analyze, and share 
information about these threats to 
safeguard our systems and mitigate 
risks and impacts. 

The Energy Threat Analysis Center, 
or ETAC, was established as a DOE 
pilot program just a few years ago. 

The program convenes energy sector 
stakeholders and Federal Government 
experts to more effectively identify 
and address the threats to our critical 
infrastructure, especially those posed 
by our nation-state adversaries. 

Identifying and mitigating threats 
will become even more urgent as tech-
nology advances. The ETAC enables 
grid operators to see threats and our 
intelligence community and Federal 
experts to better understand system 
vulnerabilities, improving threat iden-
tification. 

H.R. 7305 reauthorizes ETAC for 5 
years and clarifies authorities to en-
hance collaboration between grid oper-
ators, utilities, and the government, 
including the intelligence community. 

This is a critical operational program 
to strengthen the collective defense, 
response, and resilience of our energy 
sector. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I thank Chairman GUTHRIE and col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
moving forward H.R. 7305, the Energy 
Threat Analysis Center Act of 2026. 

I rise in support of my bipartisan bill 
with Representative EVANS of Colo-
rado. 

Madam Speaker, as you know, across 
the country our energy infrastructure 
is under attack from cybersecurity 
threats, and I think anyone who is 
tuned into this debate this afternoon 
understands it is very serious. 

Cyberattacks can cause significant 
disruptions to the reliable flow of en-
ergy to American homes, businesses, 
and communities. Protecting our en-
ergy infrastructure against these at-
tacks is critical to keeping the lights 
on, the air conditioning on where I am 
from, and lowering energy costs for 
hardworking American families and 
businesses. 

b 1640 

I know that Chairman GUTHRIE 
agrees with me on this. The U.S. en-
ergy grid is remarkable. It is one of the 
largest, most interconnected systems 
in the world. It serves over 330 million 
people, includes over 7,300 power 

plants, and spans over 600,000 miles of 
high-voltage transmission lines. It un-
derpins our economy. If it fails, it cas-
cades into failures in multiple other 
sectors, like healthcare, water, trans-
portation, and communications. 

Unfortunately, our energy system 
and our grid are also very old. About 
half of U.S. oil and gas pipelines are 
over 50 years old, and most trans-
mission lines are well over 25 years old. 
They were not designed with modern 
technology and security in mind. 

These dangers are not hypothetical. 
In 2024, U.S. intelligence agencies re-
ported that China had successfully in-
filtrated and pre-positioned on U.S. 
critical infrastructure, including our 
energy systems. 

The North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation estimates that the 
U.S. grid is gaining about 60 new vul-
nerable points per day as we use more 
digital services, deploy new software, 
and expand distributed energy. 

Eighty percent of U.S. energy infra-
structure is owned by the private sec-
tor, so we need to make sure that they 
are working with the Federal Govern-
ment and our intelligence community 
to confront the risks. 

Fortunately, we have taken action to 
address these challenges. In 2023, the 
Department of Energy launched the 
Energy Threat Analysis Center. We 
call it ETAC. ETAC brings together the 
classified intelligence community with 
private energy sector operational pro-
fessionals in real time. It produces sec-
tor-specific threat analysis and mitiga-
tion advisories. 

This is the type of commonsense, bi-
partisan cooperation that we should all 
celebrate. My bill today with Rep-
resentative EVANS strengthens the De-
partment of Energy’s ability under 
ETAC to use information exchanges 
and facilitate greater public-private 
collaboration. It helps secure our crit-
ical infrastructure, keeps us safe from 
threats, and lowers energy costs for our 
neighbors back home. 

Madam Speaker, I urge everyone to 
vote in favor of this bipartisan bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I thank everyone 
for their hard work on this bill, and I 
thank Ms. CASTOR for her comments 
about our aging grid or aging infra-
structure. I know the big work of this 
committee going forward through this 
summer and fall is making sure we 
have permit reform in place so not only 
can we move the energy like we talked 
about with pipelines and generation 
but transmitting it to where it needs 
to go. I look forward to those efforts, 
and I will make that commitment on 
this floor. I know we will work to-
gether to get there, but on this par-
ticular piece of legislation, I thank 
Congresswoman CASTOR for her hard 
work on the ETAC, along with Con-
gressman EVANS. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 7305, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7305, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker 
on Thursday, June 25, 2026: 

H.R. 6644, to increase the supply of 
housing in America, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. FINE) at 6 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on motions to 
suspend the rules previously postponed. 
Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 7757; and 
H.R. 7128. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

KIDS INTERNET AND DIGITAL 
SAFETY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7757) to protect children and 
teens online, empower parents and 
strengthen families, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
GUTHRIE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 267, nays 
117, not voting 47, as follows: 

[Roll No. 228] 

YEAS—267 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Bost 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Case 
Castor (FL) 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cole 
Comer 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DelBene 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Edwards 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fuller 
Gallagher 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (TX) 
Gillen 

Gimenez 
Goldman (TX) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Gottheimer 
Graves 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Haridopolos 
Harshbarger 
Hern (OK) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
Jeffries 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Letlow 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Luttrell 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Mannion 
Mast 
McClain 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGuire 
Meeks 
Menefee 
Menendez 
Messmer 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Moolenaar 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 

Moskowitz 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Newhouse 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Olszewski 
Onder 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Pou 
Quigley 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Schrier 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strickland 
Stutzman 
Suozzi 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Epps 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walkinshaw 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Wied 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—117 

Ansari 
Arrington 
Balint 
Bell 

Beyer 
Biggs (AZ) 
Bishop 
Boebert 

Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Burchett 
Burlison 

Bynum 
Carson 
Casar 
Casten 
Clarke (NY) 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Courtney 
Crane 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
DeLauro 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Doggett 
Downing 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Evans (PA) 
Foushee 
Friedman 
Frost 
Fulcher 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Gill (TX) 
Golden (ME) 
Goodlander 
Gosar 
Grijalva 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 

Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Khanna 
Krishnamoorthi 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Loudermilk 
Luna 
Massie 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McIver 
Mejia 
Meng 
Min 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (WI) 
Neguse 
Norman 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Ogles 
Omar 
Patronis 
Perry 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pressley 
Randall 
Raskin 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Scanlon 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Simon 
Smith (WA) 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Subramanyam 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Torres (NY) 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Velázquez 
Watson Coleman 
Whitesides 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—47 

Barr 
Barragán 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Castro (TX) 
Cohen 
Collins 
Craig 
DeGette 
Donalds 
Dunn (FL) 
Emmer 
Figures 
Garcia (CA) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gray 

Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Horsford 
James 
Kean 
Knott 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Mace 
McCaul 
McClain Delaney 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Mills 
Moulton 

Nehls 
Owens 
Pettersen 
Ramirez 
Rivas 
Rose 
Scholten 
Spartz 
Strong 
Sykes 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiffany 
Vindman 
Walberg 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1901 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mrs. LUNA, and 
Ms. RANDALL changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. BAUMGARTNER, BACON, 
CORREA, and Ms. ADAMS changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TRIA PROGRAM 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2026 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 7128) to extend the Terrorism 
Risk Insurance Program, and for other 
purposes, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FLOOD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 373, nays 15, 
not voting 43, as follows: 
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[Roll No. 229] 

YEAS—373 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cole 
Comer 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Downing 
Edwards 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Ezell 
Fallon 

Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Friedman 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Fuller 
Gallagher 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gill (TX) 
Gillen 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (TX) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Gottheimer 
Graves 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (NC) 
Hern (OK) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jack 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 

Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Mannion 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McGuire 
McIver 
Meeks 
Mejia 
Menefee 
Menendez 
Meng 
Messmer 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Olszewski 
Omar 
Onder 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Patronis 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Randall 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 

Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 
Simon 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 

Soto 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Stutzman 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Underwood 

Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Epps 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wagner 
Walkinshaw 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—15 

Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Brecheen 
Burlison 
Cloud 

Clyde 
Crane 
Gosar 
Harris (MD) 
Harshbarger 

Massie 
McClintock 
Norman 
Roy 
Self 

NOT VOTING—43 

Barr 
Barragán 
Buchanan 
Castro (TX) 
Cohen 
Collins 
Craig 
DeGette 
Donalds 
Dunn (FL) 
Emmer 
Figures 
Garcia (CA) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gray 

Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Horsford 
Jackson (IL) 
James 
Kean 
Lucas 
Mace 
McCaul 
McClain Delaney 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Mills 
Moulton 

Nehls 
Owens 
Pettersen 
Ramirez 
Rose 
Scholten 
Spartz 
Strong 
Sykes 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiffany 
Walberg 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1908 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I missed 

votes today. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 228 and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 229. 

f 

b 1910 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 3300 

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that I may 
hereafter be considered to be the first 
sponsor of H.R. 3300, a bill originally 
introduced by Representative LAMALFA 
of California, for the purpose of adding 
cosponsors and requesting reprintings 
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DESJARLAIS). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Colo-
rado? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING CONGRESSMAN FRANK 
J. GUARINI 

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, we are 
here today to honor Congressman 
Frank J. Guarini, who passed away on 
Saturday, June 20, at the age of 101. 

As a distinguished World War II vet-
eran, Congressman Guarini’s service to 
our country began at a young age. 

He continued that service in the New 
Jersey State Senate, passing 
groundbreaking environmental protec-
tion laws and bringing the Giants to 
New Jersey. 

In Congress, he represented his be-
loved Jersey City where he was born 
and raised. In over 14 years in the 
House, he set a standard that we all as-
pire to today. 

Congressman Guarini built a remark-
able record on trade, international af-
fairs, education, housing, and environ-
mental protection, all while never los-
ing sight of his community and the 
people he fought for every day of his 
distinguished career. 

After retiring from the House and 
serving as U.S. Representative to the 
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions, Congressman Guarini dedicated 
himself to the revitalization of Jersey 
City and philanthropy, both missions 
in which he achieved great success and 
left a lasting impact. 

He leaves behind a legacy that will 
not be forgotten by the countless peo-
ple whose lives he touched in his eight 
decades of service. 

Mr. Speaker, now it is my honor to 
invite the House for a moment of si-
lence for our colleague and friend Con-
gressman Frank Guarini. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair invites all Members in the Cham-
ber to stand and observe a moment of 
silence. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES. 
108, DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF 
THE WAR POWERS RESOLUTION 
TO REMOVE UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES FROM LEBANON 
Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that it be in order at any 
time to consider H. Con. Res. 108 in the 
House if called up by the chair on the 
Committee of Foreign Affairs or his 
designee; that the concurrent resolu-
tion be considered as read; and that the 
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to 
adoption without intervening motion 
except for 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by Representative 
MAST of Florida and Representative 
MEEKS of New York, or their respective 
designees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 
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There was no objection. 

f 

DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT PUR-
SUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF THE 
WAR POWERS RESOLUTION TO 
REMOVE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES FROM LEBANON 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
order of the House of June 29, 2026, I 
call up the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 108) directing the President 
pursuant to section 5(c) of the War 
Powers Resolution to remove United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities 
in Lebanon, and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today, 
the concurrent resolution is considered 
read. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 108 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES ARMED 

FORCES FROM ANY HOSTILITIES IN 
LEBANON. 

TERMINATION.—Pursuant to section 5(c) of 
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 
1544(c)), Congress directs the President to re-
move the United States Armed Forces from 
any hostilities in Lebanon by not later than 
the date that is 7 days after the date of the 
adoption of this concurrent resolution. 
SEC. 2 RULE OF CONSTRUCTION RELATING TO 

CERTAIN ACTIVITIES. 
Nothing in this concurrent resolution may 

be construed to prevent or limit security co-
operation with the Lebanese Armed Forces 
or the protection of diplomatic facilities. 
SEC. 3 RULE OF CONSTRUCTION RELATING TO 

THE NONAUTHORIZATION OF THE 
USE OF MILITARY FORCE. 

Consistent with section 8(a)(1) of the War 
Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1547(a)(1)), 
nothing in this concurrent resolution may be 
construed as authorizing the use of military 
force. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The con-
current resolution shall be debatable 
for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative MAST of 
Florida and Representative MEEKS of 
New York, or their respective des-
ignees. 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MAST) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. MEEKS) each control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 

balance of my time. 
Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H. Con. Res. 108. While I voted 
against a previous iteration of this res-
olution, I believe this updated version 
has corrected the flaws of H. Con. Res. 
84. 

The updated text is an important leg-
islative assertion of Congress’ constitu-
tional authority over matters of war 
and peace that will not infringe upon 
America’s national security interests 
in Lebanon, while ensuring we stay out 
of another forever war that is not in 
our national interest. 

We consider this resolution in the 
wake of the recently announced tri-
lateral framework between Lebanon, 
Israel, and the United States. I wel-
come this agreement, which represents 
a critical step away from continued es-
calation and violence. 

However, what comes next is most 
critical: Ensuring a ceasefire is indeed 
observed by all, fully disarming 
Hezbollah, and preserving Lebanese 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

b 1920 

Since the start of Trump’s illegal war 
of choice with Iran, civilians in both 
Lebanon and Israel have suffered the 
consequences of continued strikes by 
both Hezbollah and the Israeli mili-
tary. 

Now, I strongly condemn violence 
against civilians in all forms and sup-
port efforts by both the Israeli and 
Lebanese Governments to ensure the 
safety and security of their people. 

Every government has a right and a 
responsibility to protect its citizens, 
and Israel has a right to defend itself. 
However, this does not justify dis-
proportionate airstrikes which have 
killed too many civilians, including 
medical workers and journalists, as 
well as destroyed civilian infrastruc-
ture throughout Lebanon. 

As I continue to condemn Hezbollah’s 
drone and rocket fire into Israel, I note 
with deep concern the Israeli Defense 
Minister’s public pronouncement to de-
stroy all homes in southern Lebanon 
border villages and ‘‘follow the Rafah 
and Beit Hanoun model in Gaza’’ where 
the Israeli military systematically de-
stroyed thousands of Palestinian 
homes and civilian infrastructure. 
These are not words of self-defense. 
They are the language of collective 
punishment, and that must be con-
demned. 

As we look to efforts to deescalate 
and move toward peace and stability 
for both Israelis and the Lebanese, I 
will state for the record that, to my 
knowledge, United States Forces are 
not currently engaged in any active 
hostilities in Lebanon with the Israeli 
military. Nonetheless, this resolution 
ensures that does not change without 
congressional authorization. We must 
not enter another illegal, reckless, and 
counterproductive war in the Middle 
East. 

While this resolution prohibits U.S. 
Forces from engaging in hostilities in 
Lebanon, it makes clear it shall not 

prevent or in any way limit the impor-
tant mission that the United States 
Armed Forces are engaged in with Leb-
anon; that is, the longstanding train-
ing and support of the Lebanese Armed 
Forces, also known as the LAF, which 
are critical to Lebanon’s stability and 
that of the region. 

In my many meetings with both Leb-
anese and Israeli leaders over the 
years, I deeply understand and appre-
ciate the importance of supporting 
building up Lebanon’s Armed Forces— 
a goal which successive administra-
tions, both Republican and Democrat, 
have furthered. Protecting that mis-
sion, which has enjoyed bipartisan sup-
port across administrations, is pre-
cisely why this resolution is carefully 
drafted to preserve it. 

This resolution stands on the side of 
ending forever wars and ensuring U.S. 
forces are not drawn into hostilities in 
Lebanon. 

Any colleague who believes Congress 
must reassert its constitutional au-
thority over matters of war and peace 
should stand with us today. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
do the same. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I oppose this resolution. 
However, I will say that I am very glad 
to hear the debate offered by my col-
league, Ranking Member MEEKS. He 
spoke about Hezbollah. We went 
through an entire debate several weeks 
ago where the opposition refused to 
mention that Hezbollah even existed, 
so I am glad to hear Ranking Member 
MEEKS bring that up. 

Hezbollah specifically targeting civil-
ians with their every action, that is 
their MO. Israel specifically targeting 
terrorists, that is what is going on 
here. 

Now, as it relates to this piece of leg-
islation, we have done this exercise be-
fore, and I am glad to hear the ranking 
member acknowledge that the United 
States is not engaged in any hostilities 
in Lebanon against Hezbollah. The U.S. 
is not at war in Lebanon. The U.S. is 
not engaged in hostilities in Lebanon. 
There are not U.S. combat forces con-
ducting operations or engaged in hos-
tilities in Lebanon. 

They are training the Lebanese 
Armed Forces. Why are they training 
them? Because there are at least 40,000, 
probably more, Hezbollah terrorists 
spread across the south of Lebanon 
that are actively engaged in targeting 
Israel and have been doing so for many 
years. Israel is over there doing a good 
job working to wipe those terrorists 
out right now, but this resolution is 
impossible to implement. Even if it 
passed, could the author explain to me 
which forces would be removed? If we 
don’t have combat forces there, what 
forces are being removed? That is a 
very commonsense question. I don’t 
think we will get an answer to it, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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I will say something else that I am 

glad about in today’s debate: The real-
ly stupid mistake that was made in the 
last attempt to do this was removed, 
where the author was seeking to re-
move the marines from our embassies, 
from the gates, from the front doors. I 
am glad that that was removed from 
this one, thankfully. 

This resolution still is not any less 
ridiculous than the last one. Again, the 
U.S. is not at war in Lebanon. 

Since we are here, let’s address some-
thing today that this resolution fails 
to mention and what the author of this 
bill I think wants to avoid. 

Hezbollah is one of the world’s most 
capable and dangerous terrorist organi-
zations. They have killed hundreds of 
Americans, which makes it interesting 
to me that my colleague, who opened 
the remarks saying that it is not in our 
national interest to address them, they 
have killed hundreds of Americans. 
That is a pretty damn big national in-
terest to me. 

As a U.S. servicemember, as an 
American, as somebody with teenagers 
that will hopefully put on a uniform in 
defense of this country at some point, 
I would say it is in our national inter-
est. But, again, they are one of the 
world’s most capable, dangerous ter-
rorist organizations who have killed 
hundreds of Americans and attacked 
U.S. diplomatic and military personnel 
over and over again. 

I am not sure why my colleagues 
don’t want to talk about that, and es-
pecially, again, the author of this bill 
last time failed to even mention the 
word ‘‘Hezbollah’’ or refused to men-
tion the word ‘‘Hezbollah’’ because this 
resolution is a win for terrorists. That 
is what it is. 

If you are trying to decide who 
should have control of Lebanon, who 
should it belong to, should Lebanon be-
long to the Lebanese or should Leb-
anon belong to the terrorists, this reso-
lution is a win for Lebanon to belong 
to terrorists. 

Let’s also be clear that Hezbollah is 
the one holdout that is standing in the 
way of peace between Israel and Leb-
anon. 

The Lebanese Government wants the 
fighting to stop. Israel wants the fight-
ing to stop. Who is it that wants the 
fighting to continue? That would be 
the one entity that is supported by this 
resolution, and that is Hezbollah. 

This is not about U.S. Forces. As was 
acknowledged already by my colleague, 
the ranking member, there are no U.S. 
Forces engaged in hostilities, and we 
all know that. Again, there are no 
forces fighting in Lebanon. 

This resolution is to undermine our 
national security. It is to embolden 
Hezbollah, which it absolutely does. 
Just its presence on the floor here, just 
its mere being brought up here 
emboldens Hezbollah and other terror-
ists, and all for the sake of political 
messaging. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
this bill. It is just as ridiculous—well, 

it is not quite as ridiculous this time 
as it was last time, given that it did fi-
nally remove that we wouldn’t have to 
take our marines out of the embassy. 
It is not quite as ridiculous, but it is 
still significantly ridiculous. 

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

b 1930 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from New 
Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN). 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the ranking member 
for yielding me time. 

Our country was rightly shocked and 
horrified when over 150 schoolgirls 
were killed in the opening hours of our 
strikes on Iran. It will be remembered 
as one of our darkest hours. 

As I stand here, over 253 children 
have been killed in Lebanon. Are those 
lives no less a tragedy? Are we so cal-
lous as to believe that when we provide 
intelligence, provide coordination, and 
green strikes, that our responsibility 
for the results of that work ends there? 

We are not bystanders to the ongoing 
horror that is the war on Lebanon. We 
have seen this before. High-ranking 
members of the Israeli Government are 
threatening mass extermination of 
Lebanese civilians. They are broad-
casting their intentions just as they 
did in Gaza. 

This Congress did nothing to stop the 
horror that befell Gaza. This Congress 
took bipartisan measures to let an ally 
commit genocide on the Palestinian 
people in Gaza with our bombs, with 
our intelligence, and with our tax dol-
lars. We cannot feign ignorance here 
again. 

This resolution offers a very clear 
moral choice. It offers those who failed 
to act in Gaza a chance to do some-
thing right now. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we would all 
support this resolution. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as we look at the at-
tacks that go on, where is it that all of 
these Hezbollah terrorists—where is it 
that they hide? Where is it that they 
choose to encamp themselves? In the 
middle of civilians, on purpose. 

There is no desire at any point for 
any one civilian casualty in any cir-
cumstance. I have seen it play out on 
the battlefields that I was a part of. 
‘‘Regrettable’’ is not a strong enough 
word. It is well beyond regrettable 
every single time that anybody trying 
to live their life becomes a victim of a 
catastrophic attack because of what 
they are adjacent to: the terrorists 
that are surrounding their community. 

But that is exactly what Hezbollah 
does by design: embed themselves into 
schools, embed themselves into places 
of worship, embed themselves into the 
bedrock of any community that they 
can go forcefully take over. 

That is the way that they operate 
with purpose and operate specifically 
to create civilian casualties every-

where—civilian casualties around them 
and civilian casualties around where 
they launch their attacks. That is 
their MO. 

Mr. Speaker, as I look at Hezbollah, 
I look at, again, what are our inter-
ests? We have labeled them and have 
designated them a foreign terrorist or-
ganization. That has gone on since, I 
want to say, the mid-1990s that they 
were designated a foreign terrorist or-
ganization. 

More than 60 countries across the 
globe, including the EU, the Arab 
League, and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, have all designated Hezbollah 
as part of a terrorist organization. 
They are a scourge. They are a direct 
arm of Iran, directly funded by Iran, 
receiving targets from Iran, and receiv-
ing benefits from Iran when they hit 
targets that Iran tells them to hit. 

Everything that can be done and the 
work that Israel is doing to destroy 
this scourge is something that we 
should be supporting through the 
training of the LAF and supporting 
through our intelligence resources that 
are being offered. 

This bill is meant to drive a stake be-
tween allies. It is meant to drive a 
wedge between allies. It is not meant 
to drive a stake into the hearts of our 
enemies, into the hearts of terrorists. 
That is the unfortunate part about it. 
It is meant to hurt our allies. It is not 
meant to hurt terrorists. That is be-
yond regrettable on this floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 7 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB), the sponsor of 
this resolution. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, this week’s 
vote is about immediately ending all 
U.S. participation in the Israeli Gov-
ernment’s violent assault against the 
people of Lebanon. 

Over 4,200 people have been mas-
sacred since the start of the Israeli 
apartheid regime’s brutal campaign of 
ethnic cleansing and territorial expan-
sion in Lebanon, and nearly 1,000 addi-
tional people have already been killed 
since Congress refused to pass the Leb-
anon War Powers Resolution earlier 
this month. That is 1,000 additional 
people in just 25 days. 

Over 4,200 beautiful souls have been 
taken from our Earth and from their 
loved ones by U.S.-funded bombs and 
with operational and targeting support 
from the U.S. military. Indiscriminate 
bombings continue to this day. Chil-
dren, medics, journalists, parents, stu-
dents—everyone wants to label them as 
Hezbollah, but they were civilians. 
They were intentionally targeted. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a June 17 report from UNICEF titled: 
‘‘Lebanon: 12 children killed, maimed 
daily, despite Hezbollah-Israel truce.’’ 
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[From UN News] 

LEBANON: 12 CHILDREN KILLED, MAIMED 
DAILY, DESPITE HEZBOLLAH-ISRAEL TRUCE 
More than 100 days of war reveals a shat-

tering snapshot of life for civilians in Leb-
anon amid Israeli strikes and forced dis-
placement, the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) reported on Wednesday. 

Since hostilities escalated between Israel 
and Hezbollah militants in southern Lebanon 
on 2 March, 247 children have been killed and 
992 injured, an average of 12 children killed 
or maimed every day, according to the agen-
cy. 

‘‘For more than three months, children in 
Lebanon have lived through experiences no 
child should ever endure,’’ UNICEF country 
representative in Lebanon, Marcoluigi Corsi, 
said in a statement issued on Wednesday fol-
lowing the 15 June announcement that the 
United States and Iran had reached agree-
ment on a Memorandum of Understanding. 

‘‘We hope that this ceasefire will be indeed 
a real ceasefire because since the declaration 
of the previous one, violence against chil-
dren and the conflict hasn’t really stopped,’’ 
he told UN News. 

DOZENS OF VIOLATIONS 
Despite a reduction in the intensity of hos-

tilities, UN peacekeepers in southern Leb-
anon, UNIFIL continue to observe trajec-
tories since Monday and extensive Israeli 
military activity, the UN Spokesperson said 
on Wednesday. 

Their observations include Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) high-density armoured move-
ments, sustained logistical traffic and large- 
scale engineering and demolition works 
across the area alongside reports of 26 viola-
tions of Lebanese airspace by the Israeli 
military between midnight and 4 pm local 
time and one air attack. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
The humanitarian situation in Lebanon re-

mains fragile and needs immense and severe 
despite the recent US-Iran agreement and 
subsequent signs of regional de-escalation. 
Here are some highlights from the latest 
flash update from the UN relief agency, 
OCHA: 

Returns remain limited and cautious de-
spite reduced amount of hostilities 

Israeli airstrikes and seven renewed dis-
placement orders covering 37 localities 
across the South and Nabatieh governorates 
triggered additional displacement between 12 
and 14 June 

3,798 deaths and 11,781 injuries since 2 
March: Lebanese Public Health Ministry 

131,200 internally displaced persons remain 
in 644 collective shelters 

Aid efforts reached over 1.1 million people 
through water and sanitation services and 
13.6 million meals delivered 

2026 Lebanon Flash Appeal only 32.7 per 
cent funded, with approximately $209.6 mil-
lion received against $639.9 million requested 

UNIFIL recorded 312 trajectories between 
midnight and 4 pm on Wednesday, a total of 
291 attributed to the IDF and 21 attributed to 
Hezbollah, compared with, 174 and 189 trajec-
tories were reported over 24 hour periods on 
Monday and Tuesday, respectively. 

‘‘Outside UNIFIL’s area of operations, we 
are aware of reports of Israeli artillery shell-
ing and airstrikes targeting multiple loca-
tions, including Nabatieh, Saida and Jezzine, 
as well as repeated drone overflights over 
Beirut and its southern suburbs,’’ the UN 
Spokesperson said. ‘‘At least one strike on a 
vehicle in Shukin reportedly resulted in four 
fatalities and several injuries.’’ 

SEASIDE SECURITY 
UNIFIL reported a violation of Lebanon’s 

maritime space by two IDF vessels con-
ducting a patrol roughly 600 metres off the 

shores of Naqoura in southern Lebanon, 
which is also the home base for UN peace-
keepers, the UN Spokesperson said. 

UNIFIL, and its naval ‘‘blue helmets’’, an-
nounced on Wednesday ongoing efforts to as-
sist the Lebanese navy in assuming greater 
responsibility for securing its territorial 
waters throughout 2026, based on an agree-
ment signed last December. 

‘‘A long-term stability on land is intrinsi-
cally linked to security at sea,’’ said UNIFIL 
Force Commander Major General Diodato 
Abagnara. 

WHERE IS HUMANITY? 

Widespread destruction has scarred large 
parts of the country, affecting homes, 
schools and essential services, including 
water, sanitation and hygiene systems, fur-
ther compounding already severe humani-
tarian needs and dealing a devastating blow 
to children living through the bombings and 
violence. 

Mr. Corsi said a meeting with teenaged girl 
at a UNICEF-supported hospital remains 
‘‘stuck in my mind and my heart’’. 

‘‘Collateral damage’’ from an attack in-
cluded the deaths of her father and three 
brothers, leaving her mother alive and the 
girl in a coma, he said, recalling the first 
two questions she asked him while she was 
recovering: Where is humanity? Where is a 
sense of justice? 

‘‘Those are tough questions coming from a 
14-year-old child that you cannot answer,’’ 
he said. ‘‘No child should go through that 
nightmare.’’ 

MASS DISPLACEMENT, CHILDHOOD DISRUPTED 

More than 770,000 children are experiencing 
heightened distress from repeated exposure 
to violence, loss and displacement, with 
many unable to return home because of on-
going fighting and the threat of unexploded 
ordnance, Mr. Corsi’s statement declared. 

‘‘Behind these staggering figures are lives 
cut short or forever changed, and families 
facing profound loss, trauma, and uncer-
tainty,’’ he wrote. ‘‘Many have fled their 
homes multiple times, witnessed violence 
first-hand, lost loved ones and seen their 
schools, communities and sense of safety 
shattered.’’ 

But, the numbers alone cannot convey the 
full scale of the crisis, he explained. 

‘‘Beyond those killed and maimed, an en-
tire generation of children has seen its child-
hood disrupted,’’ he stated. ‘‘Their sense of 
safety, one that every child needs to grow 
and thrive, remains profoundly under-
mined.’’ 

‘‘The scale of physical and psychological 
harm we are witnessing is unacceptable, and 
children continue to pay a terrible price for 
this conflict,’’ the UNICEF representative 
said, urgently calling for a sustained ces-
sation of violence. 

The true cost of this crisis will not only be 
measured in lives lost today, but in the op-
portunities missed tomorrow. 

GIVE CHILDREN A CHANCE 

Children must be protected from further 
harm and schools, hospitals, water systems 
and other civilian infrastructure urgently 
safeguarded, Mr. Corsi implored. 

Moreover, humanitarian access must be 
ensured and international law must be re-
spected. 

‘‘Most importantly, Lebanon’s children 
must be given the chance not only to survive 
this crisis, but to recover from it and re-
claim the future that conflict has placed at 
risk.’’ 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, that is an 
innocent child being killed or maimed 
every 2 hours in this U.S.-assisted inva-
sion. 

The apartheid government of Israel is 
intentionally killing civilians, again, 
in Lebanon, in Palestine, and in Iran. 
It is the same genocidal playbook. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a link to a June 18 report from the 
United Nations Independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry titled: 
‘‘’The essence of childhood has been de-
stroyed’: Israel’s deliberate targeting 
of Palestinian children in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory since 7 October 
2023.’’ https://www.ohchr.org/sites/ 
default/files/documents/ hrbodies/ 
hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session62/a- 
hrc-62-crp-2.pdf Mr. Speaker, everyone 
should read this horrifying report. It 
finds that the Israeli military delib-
erately targets and kills children as 
part of their ongoing genocide in Gaza. 

When Israeli leaders talk about ap-
plying the ‘‘Gaza model’’ in Lebanon, 
this is what they mean. They never 
mention Hezbollah. 

They say that we have already seen 
the Israeli military kill 251 Lebanese 
children during the U.S.-assisted inva-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to be clear. 
I include in the RECORD a link to a 
June 17 report from Amnesty Inter-
national: ‘‘Lebanon: Israel radically ex-
pands use of unlawful mass ‘evacu-
ation’ orders and commits war crime of 
unlawful transfer.’’ https:// 
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/06/ 
lebanon-israel-radically-expands-use- 
of-unlawful-mass-evacuation-orders- 
and-commits-war-crime-of-unlawful- 
transfer/ 

Mr. Speaker, more than 1.3 million 
people have already been forced to 
leave their homes or been killed, with 
the Israeli military telling them that 
they will not be allowed to return. 

Mr. Speaker, 81 Lebanese neighbor-
hoods have been violently depopulated 
and demolished, erased from the map 
entirely. 

I want to make this very clear. The 
United States is not a bystander to 
these war crimes. It is an active partic-
ipant. The United States is currently 
engaged in illegal and unauthorized 
hostilities, supporting the Israeli inva-
sion of Lebanon, in violation of the 
War Powers Act. 

The Trump administration is pro-
viding intelligence, coordinating 
strikes, demonstrating overt command 
over the Israeli military decisions, in-
cluding green-lighting specific Israeli 
attacks and operations. 

The Trump administration is also 
providing spare parts and maintenance 
to keep Israeli jets in the air. Without 
that support, those jets cannot drop 
bombs to kill Lebanese children. 

Congress must reassert its constitu-
tional authority and immediately vote 
to end all unauthorized U.S. participa-
tion in the destruction of Lebanon. 

Israeli leaders have been open about 
their plans. This is about seizing Leb-
anon’s territory, expelling its people, 
expanding the government of Israel’s 
borders. This is about ethnic cleansing 
and what they call, in their own words, 
their ‘‘Greater Israel project.’’ 
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Just this past week, genocidal ma-

niac Netanyahu has said that Israel 
does not plan to withdraw from the ter-
ritory that they seized in Lebanon and 
that they will forcibly displace Leba-
nese and the people of Lebanon will not 
be able to return to their homes. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a June 24 Haaretz article: ‘‘Netanyahu: 
Israel Won’t Withdraw From Lebanon 
‘As Long as I am Prime Minister’.’’ 

[From HAARETZ, June 24, 2026] 
SOLDIERS IN, RESIDENTS OUT’. NETANYAHU: 

ISRAEL WON’T WITHDRAW FROM LEBANON 
‘AS LONG AS I AM PRIME MINISTER’ 
(By Noa Shpigel, Rawan Suleiman, and 

Yaniv Kubovich) 
Defense Minister Israel Katz also said 

Israel will not withdraw from the territories 
the IDF captured in Syria either. ‘This is the 
security doctrine. The IDF must be on the 
enemy’s turf and protect the communities 
from within the territory itself,’ he said. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
on Wednesday that the Israeli military will 
not withdraw from the IDF-occupied buffer 
zone in southern Lebanon as long as he is in 
office. 

‘‘As long as I am prime minister, we will 
maintain the security zone in southern Leb-
anon,’’ he said, speaking in MUNIEXPO con-
ference for municipal development. ‘‘We will 
be the first in the world to solve the explo-
sive drones problem,’’ he added, referring to 
Hezbollah’s primary weapon against Israeli 
soldiers since fighting in Lebanon began in 
March. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese reports said that two 
people were killed in a drone strike on a ve-
hicle in Kfar Roummane, near the city of 
Nabatieh in southern Lebanon. Earlier on 
Wednesday, the IDF said its forces struck 
two armed Hezbollah operatives in the Ali 
al-Taher Ridge area. The IDF later said it 
struck a vehicle ‘‘posing a threat to IDF sol-
diers’’ in the same area. 

Speaking with reporters on Wednesday, 
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said 
Israel has consistently said it has no terri-
torial claims in Lebanon, saying that with-
drawal depends on the Lebanese army’s abil-
ity to secure its territory. 

‘‘The Israelis have been clear they don’t 
have any quarrels with the Lebanese people 
nor do they have any claims on the territory 
of Lebanon,’’ Rubio said. ‘‘One of the issues 
that’s been discussed in these negotiations is 
about the creation of pilot zones—specific, 
defined areas where the Lebanese Armed 
Forces can go in, take control and secure 
that territory, and then move on to the next 
pilot zone.’’ 

According to Rubio, ‘‘it’ll be a process. 
This is not going to happen overnight.’’ The 
secretary of state added, ‘‘The more of the 
area the Lebanese Army is able to secure, 
the less in Hezbollah’s control and the less 
Israel will be in Lebanon.’’ 

Earlier on Wednesday, Defense Minister 
Israel Katz stressed that that Israel will not 
withdraw from IDF-occupied areas in Leb-
anon, ‘‘even if there is an American demand 
to do so,’’ leaving 200,000 displaced Lebanese 
residents ‘‘who will not return.’’ 

‘‘There will be no civilians and no terror-
ists,’’ Katz said. ‘‘Why? Because what hap-
pened in the past in security zones where 
there was also a civilian population was that 
there were explosives and attacks against 
soldiers, and therefore, we do not allow 
that,’’ he added. 

‘‘Soldiers in, residents out. The infrastruc-
ture is destroyed, the houses are dangerous 
and ruined. We are not withdrawing,’’ Katz 
said. 

‘‘We have significant achievements that 
began with a terrible blow on October 7,’’ the 
defense minister continued. ‘‘Since then, the 
entire people, the leadership, and the army 
have acted with great determination. I am 
not aware of any situation in which, without 
that terrible blow, someone would have gone 
in to deal with the tunnels in Gaza.’’ 

Katz also said Israel will not withdraw 
from the territories the IDF captured in 
Syria either. ‘‘This is the security doctrine. 
The IDF must be on the enemy’s turf and 
protect the communities from within the 
territory itself.’’ 

Earlier Wednesday, the Lebanese news-
paper Ad-Diyar reported that the second 
round of Israel-Lebanon talks is set to take 
place in Washington on Wednesday under 
U.S. mediation, focused on defining the 
south Lebanon pilot zones to be handed to 
Lebanon’s Armed Forces, as well as ways to 
strengthen the cease-fire between Israel and 
Hezbollah. 

According to the report, the U.S. Central 
Command has been tasked with establishing 
a military operations room to oversee, mon-
itor and track the situation in southern Leb-
anon. 

The reporting suggests that this new oper-
ations room will work with the 
‘‘deconfliction cell’’ whose creation was an-
nounced at U.S.-Iran talks in Switzerland 
this week, paving the way for the disman-
tling of the existing mechanism that was set 
up in 2024 between Israel, the United States 
and Lebanon. 

According to Lebanese daily Al Akhbar, 
Israel is demanding that Lebanon’s army be 
stationed in the Ali al-Taher ridge and de-
stroy Hezbollah’s facilities under U.S. super-
vision. Israel is also demanding that Leb-
anon disclose the fate of the Israeli pilot Ron 
Arad, who went missing in Lebanon in 1986, 
and propose an offer to return his remains 
before Lebanese POWs are released, the re-
port said. 

Also according to the report, Israel is seek-
ing to keep a foothold in the buffer zone in 
southern Lebanon and is requesting direct 
military coordination with Lebanon to carry 
out these measures. 

Israeli and Lebanese representatives are 
set to meet on Wednesday at the U.S. State 
Department in Washington as part of the 
fifth round of direct negotiations since the 
end of the war with Iran. 

The talks, which began Tuesday, are ex-
pected to continue for three days under the 
supervision of Dan Haller, an adviser to U.S. 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio. Discussions 
will focus on the terms of the cease-fire be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah and the redeploy-
ment of the Lebanese army in southern Leb-
anon following the IDF’s withdrawal. 

The U.S.-brokered efforts to stabilize the 
border are complicated by a new Iran-U.S. 
understanding that has shifted the regional 
balance and, according to officials, strength-
ened Hezbollah’s position while weakening 
Beirut’s leverage. 

Beirut is pressing ahead with direct nego-
tiations even as the process is overshadowed 
by Iran’s decision to insert Lebanon into its 
talks with the United States, and by con-
cerns in the Lebanese capital that the Iran- 
U.S. understanding has weakened its bar-
gaining position and raised doubts over the 
utility of the talks. 

Lebanese officials have insisted that face- 
to-face negotiations with Israel are the only 
way to secure an end to the war raging since 
March 2, when armed group Hezbollah fired 
at Israel in support of Iran and triggered 
Israeli air and ground attacks that have 
killed more than 4,000 people in Lebanon. 

Israel, meanwhile, has said Hezbollah’s dis-
armament remains a central condition for 
any long-term arrangement and views the 

group as the main obstacle to a durable set-
tlement. 

Opening the talks on Tuesday, Israeli Am-
bassador Yechiel Leiter described the proc-
ess as a ‘‘train wreck’’ and warned it was ‘‘in 
danger of going off the rails,’’ saying 
Hezbollah may have been ‘‘emboldened’’ by 
recent developments. He added that the 
original premise of the talks—that Iran 
would remain outside the framework—was 
now in question. 

He added that ‘‘there is a danger that 
Hezbollah has received a boost. There is no 
doubt that it feels strengthened and 
emboldened.’’ Leiter also questioned whether 
dismantling Hezbollah still remains the 
foundation of the talks. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese President Joseph 
Aoun said he would accept ‘‘nothing short of 
an end to the Israeli occupation in southern 
Lebanon’’ and added that the current round 
of talks could prove ‘‘decisive.’’ 

According to an Israeli source, Israel is 
seeking solutions that would reduce Iranian 
involvement in southern Lebanon. The 
source said that during the negotiations, the 
Israeli team is expected to present a frame-
work for a phased IDF withdrawal from parts 
of southern Lebanon, to be followed by the 
deployment of Lebanese army forces to those 
areas under U.S. backing. 

The source added that it remains unclear 
whether an IDF withdrawal from the Beau-
fort Castle area is being considered at this 
stage. 

Last month, Israeli troops captured a stra-
tegic mountain topped with a Crusader-built 
castle in southern Lebanon. The military 
said it intends to remain there until further 
notice, signaling a shift from previous oper-
ations in the area that were temporary. 

The capture of Beaufort Castle near the 
city of Nabatieh came after days of intense 
fighting and airstrikes in nearby villages, 
where Israeli troops fought Hezbollah mem-
bers in the rugged area. The Israeli push 
came despite a nominal cease-fire that has 
been in place since April 17. Israeli troops 
previously captured the castle in 1982 and 
held it until they withdrew from Lebanon in 
2000. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, what a 
great slogan for his campaign. 

Israeli defense minister said that, in 
villages in south Lebanon: We are 
going to be destroying all the houses. 
The residents will never see them 
standing before their eyes again. 

He never mentions Hezbollah. 
The Israeli national security min-

ister, in his own words said: All of Leb-
anon should burn . . . all of Lebanon 
should become our playground. 

Since the beginning, Mr. Speaker, 
the Israeli political and military lead-
ers have repeatedly stated that their 
aim is to implement the ‘‘Gaza model’’ 
in Lebanon. 

Over the past 4 months, we have seen 
these horrific threats become a reality. 
This is a genocidal government that we 
are arming and supporting as they eth-
nically cleanse the Lebanese people. 

Prominent figures in both Israel and 
the Trump administration are now 
openly rooting for the new Lebanese 
civil war to further destabilize the 
country and prolong this invasion. It is 
sickening. 

Mr. Speaker, to the Lebanese Gov-
ernment, I say: Learn the lessons of 
the countries before you and the les-
sons of Lebanon’s own history. The 
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Israeli Government does not abide by 
any agreements. They have violated 
every single cease-fire in all the so- 
called peace agreements. 

b 1940 
Time and time again, a cease-fire 

with Israel means: You cease; they fire. 
Wake up. The so-called agreement is 

not protecting Lebanese people. This is 
about apartheid government and struc-
ture expanding into your country. Do 
not abandon your land and your people 
and become another subcontractor for 
the Israeli occupation. 

Shame on those who separate Beirut 
with south Lebanon. Lebanon is Leb-
anon. They are one people. Letting out-
siders divide your people will only lead 
to greater instability and another civil 
war. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, on the 
ground, Lebanese people continue to 
endure horrific violence. The Israeli 
Government has killed 10 more Leba-
nese in the past 24 hours as we speak 
on this floor. The destruction of Leb-
anon continues with U.S. military sup-
port. 

We must act now to save lives, no 
matter faith. We must end U.S. support 
for these atrocities and force an end to 
the Israeli Government’s invasion and 
illegal military occupation of Lebanese 
territory. 

This vote is not only about ending 
the invasion of Lebanon. It is about 
bringing an end to the disastrous war 
with Iran. It is connected. Israel’s on-
going military occupation and cam-
paign to destroy Lebanon threatens to 
undermine any chance of success for a 
peace deal and bring our troops home, 
to end the war with Iran, a war which 
has killed countless civilians and has 
caused extreme economic suffering for 
ordinary Americans right here at 
home, who are already struggling to 
make ends meet. 

The American people are tired of 
watching their tax dollars fuel death, 
destruction, and endless war. They are 
tired of hearing that we don’t have 
money for healthcare or childcare at 
home— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. TLAIB.—while watching U.S. 
bombs. 

This vote on the Lebanon War Pow-
ers Resolution is clear. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

The gentlewoman is no longer recog-
nized. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, there is a 
lot to unpack right there. I think I 
would start with this: The word ‘‘geno-
cidal’’ was used. I would remind the 
floor that there was only one person on 
this floor right now who has been rep-
rimanded for calling for genocide. That 
person is walking out as we speak. 
That person didn’t want the transcript 
of that allowed into the RECORD last 
time. It was the person that was just 
speaking. 

Maybe that is not the best person—or 
maybe that is a good person to give us 

definitions on genocide, but I don’t 
think she has read them. 

What kind of ethnic cleansing takes 
place from a country, a leadership, or a 
military that warns people to get out? 
That doesn’t sound like ethnic cleans-
ing: Get out. Get out if you are a civil-
ian. Get out of this area. There are at-
tacks coming to kill terrorists. 

That is not what ethnic cleansing 
looks like. That is not a genocidal at-
tack, as was the accusation. 

Clearly, the individual has no real in-
terest in debate because the individual 
left. I think, as much as we heard con-
versation about civilians, there was 
not one mention of the actual targeted 
civilian population, Israelis. That is 
the targeted civilian population, day 
in, day out, by Hezbollah. There was no 
mention of that. 

Again, the gentlewoman does not 
seek to have a debate about her own 
resolution, which is an odd thing, to 
not want to debate your own resolu-
tion. 

I would have asked the individual 
over there if she supports the Lebanon- 
United States-Israel framework for 
peace that is going on right now. 

As was mentioned, I believe that, in 
the remarks that she gave, she doesn’t 
support the Lebanese Government. I 
am not trying to put words in her 
mouth. I am trying to recall every-
thing that was stated. 

If she is not supporting the Lebanese 
Government, maybe she doesn’t sup-
port the framework for peace, and she 
wants people to fight. Maybe she wants 
people to fight instead of peace. I am 
trying to unpack a lot of what was put 
there. 

In the end, I think the most signifi-
cant reason to vote against this resolu-
tion is a couple of the following: 
Hezbollah is a terrorist organization. 
They are directly targeting civilians 
constantly in Israel. It is their day-to- 
day way of life. There are probably at 
least 40,000 of them, as we speak, in the 
south of Lebanon. 

There are not U.S. forces engaged in 
hostilities in Lebanon, but the resolu-
tion demands that we remove all U.S. 
forces from hostilities in Lebanon. It is 
an impossible thing to do. The ranking 
member has acknowledged there are no 
U.S. forces engaged in hostilities in 
Lebanon. 

Again, it is important to support our 
ally in their combat operations against 
this foreign terrorist organization that 
was responsible for killing 63 people, 17 
Americans, in the U.S. Embassy bomb-
ing in Beirut. The Marine barracks 
bombing, which killed 241 U.S. service-
members, was, again, one of the dead-
liest terrorist attacks against the 
United States of America prior to 9/11. 

In the TWA Flight 847 hijacking, 
Hezbollah terrorists hijacked the air-
craft and brutally tortured and mur-
dered a U.S. Navy diver, Robert 
Stethem. In hostage campaigns, 
Hezbollah would continually take hos-
tages over and over again. There are 
too many stories of that to list. 

Repeatedly targeting civilians, civil-
ian infrastructure, diplomatic facili-
ties, and commercial aviation, that is 
the M.O. of Hezbollah. Since October 
2023, Hezbollah has launched thousands 
of rockets, missiles, drones, and anti- 
tank missiles into Israel, which is hold-
ing the largest American population 
anywhere in the Middle East. Those are 
attacks against Americans indiscrimi-
nately, forcing tens of thousands of ci-
vilians to evacuate the area, and many 
have been killed. 

Hezbollah deliberately targets not 
only military objectives, but civilians, 
diplomatic facilities, aviation, popu-
lation centers, malls, cafes, buses, any-
place that they can target. Where there 
is an innocent civilian, that is their 
goal as a place to target, not military 
targets, but innocent civilian targets. 
Again, this is juxtaposed to Israel, 
which is conducting operations against 
terrorists specifically who hide among 
civilians, very unfortunately, but 
whom they give a warning to over and 
over again to try to get any civilians 
exposed to any danger out of that dan-
ger zone. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure we can talk 
more about this, but I will let the 
ranking member speak about what he 
wants. I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, while I have zero con-
fidence this administration will be 
transparent with Congress, let me re-
state clearly that I have seen no infor-
mation to indicate United States 
Armed Forces are engaged in combat 
hostilities on the ground in Lebanon. 

Nevertheless, this resolution is a 
timely and important assertion of Con-
gress’ constitutional authority, one 
that requires the administration to 
come to Congress before sending U.S. 
forces into another war. 

Conflict in Lebanon is not new. In 
1975, Lebanon’s Civil War began a con-
flict that would kill over 150,000 people 
in a country with a population of just 
several million. 

The United States sent troops to the 
country as part of a multinational 
force. On October 23, 1983, terrorists 
drove two truck bombs into our Marine 
Corps barracks in Beirut, killing 241 of 
our soldiers. It was the deadliest day 
for our Marines since World War II. 
President Reagan made the right call 
and pulled out our Marines within 4 
months. 

We must not, Mr. Speaker, repeat the 
failures of the past, be they 40 years or 
40 days ago. We must not allow this ad-
ministration to undermine the fragile 
cease-fire now in place, drag our troops 
into another conflict, or hand Con-
gress’ warmaking authority to a Presi-
dent who has shown no interest in 
wielding it responsibly. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion and encourage all of my col-
leagues to do so, as well. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 
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b 1950 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, as we speak, 
we have the best chance for peace be-
tween Israel, Lebanon, and the United 
States of America that has existed in 
decades. There is a framework in place 
that has been met between Israel, Leb-
anon, and the United States of Amer-
ica. The one holdout is Hezbollah. 

This resolution does absolutely noth-
ing to help garner that peace. This res-
olution only seeks to embolden 
Hezbollah. That is the only thing that 
it does because, again, as was pointed 
out by my colleague—and I appreciate 
him saying this very firmly; he was 
very clear about this—there are no 
U.S. forces engaged in hostilities. 

Do we train Lebanese armed forces? 
Yes, we do. Do we provide intelligence? 
Yes, we do. We don’t have forces en-
gaged there, but we are working for a 
peace that has evaded the world for 
decades, and we are closer than ever. 

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage a 
‘‘no’’ vote against this resolution be-
cause, again, it is simply undermining 
the peace process and really, actually 
serves no purpose because it asks that 
we remove forces that are not present. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the order of the House of 
today, the previous question is ordered 
on the concurrent resolution. 

The question is on adoption of the 
concurrent resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ED SHEEHAN ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Ed Sheehan, president and CEO of Con-
current Technologies Corporation. Ed 
will retire this week, leaving a position 
he has committed many years to. 

For more than three decades, Ed’s 
commitment to excellence has helped 
CTC become a leader in applied sci-
entific research and development. In 
his position, he has helped foster a cul-
ture of innovation and collaboration, 
strengthening the company and its 
workforce. 

Ed’s leadership extends well beyond 
CTC, having served as chair and on the 
board of directors of the Pennsylvania 
Chamber of Business and Industry, the 
United Way of Pennsylvania, and presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Society. 

Ed also served as a member of the 
Pennsylvania State Board of Education 
for 5 years. Mr. Speaker, I applaud Ed 
for his role in supporting the Common-
wealth’s students and teachers. 

It has been a privilege to get to know 
Ed and his wife, Julie, over the years. 
He is a great community leader and an 
even better friend. I congratulate Ed 
on his retirement. 

f 

THANKING JESSICA LEE 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank my communica-
tions director, Jessica Lee, for her 
service to my office and the Second 
Congressional District of Illinois. 

Jessica came to my office from Gif-
fords, bringing a steady commitment 
to public service and community safety 
that has shaped everything she touch-
es. 

Jessica excelled at elevating the sto-
ries of those who were too often over-
looked and felt powerless. She brought 
national attention to moms forced into 
dangerous births and families who con-
tinue to lose loved ones due to gun vio-
lence. 

She is small but mighty, quiet in 
presence, but always exactly where she 
is needed when the work demands it. 
Somewhere along the way, in studio 
and during filming, she started calling 
me ‘‘One Take Kelly,’’ a title I will ac-
cept with pride. 

Jessica’s leadership and good humor 
have made this office and the softball 
team stronger. I am deeply grateful for 
her service, and I wish her every suc-
cess in her next chapter and beyond. 

f 

REMEMBERING MARY ROSS 
CUNNINGHAM 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and remember a re-
markable community leader and a dear 
personal friend, Mary Ross 
Cunningham. 

Born in rural Alabama on November 
19, 1945, one of 22 children, Mary was a 
force of nature, larger than life, with 
the biggest of hearts, and the most in-
domitable of spirits. 

For more than two decades, in her 
hometown of Waukegan, Illinois, and 
across Lake County, she served her 
community with dignity and grace, 
fiercely advocating for those whom she 
represented. 

Mary was first elected to the Lake 
County board in 2002, and in 2018 was 
elected by her colleagues to be county 
board vice chair. 

She moved to Waukegan, Illinois, in 
the 1960s with her husband, Samuel, to 
start her family. Tragically, Samuel 
was murdered in 1968, and Mary was 
left to raise their four children alone. 

She raised four incredible children: 
Emerson, Sam, Jackie, and the late 
Alvin. 

Mary epitomized public service and 
was a fierce advocate for her constitu-
ents. She fought to expand access to af-
fordable housing and quality 
healthcare, and she was an unwavering 
voice for those experiencing homeless-
ness. 

Her commitment to equity and jus-
tice was matched only by her love of 
community. 

Mary leaves behind an extraordinary 
legacy. I will miss her as a colleague 
and a mentor, but most as a friend. 

I send my deepest condolences to the 
entire Cunningham family and the 
community mourning a great loss. May 
her memory forever be a blessing. 

f 

HONORING THE CAMDEN 
PHARMACY 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia was recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Camden 
Pharmacy in St. Marys, Georgia, as it 
celebrates its 20th anniversary on June 
13, 2026. 

For two decades, Camden Pharmacy 
has served the people of Camden Coun-
ty with personalized community-fo-
cused healthcare. Located across from 
Camden Medical Center, the pharmacy 
offers prescription services, over-the- 
counter medications, wound care sup-
plies, veterinary medications, long- 
term care and hospice services, and 
much more. 

Under the leadership of pharmacist 
Anthony Kicklighter, Camden Phar-
macy has built a reputation for excep-
tional service and a commitment to 
caring for every patient who walks 
through its doors. 

As a pharmacist myself, I understand 
the importance of forming a reliable 
repute within one’s community, and 
Anthony has done great work for the 
people of St. Marys. 

I am happy to congratulate Anthony 
and the entire Camden Pharmacy team 
on 20 years of dedicated service to our 
community and wishing them contin-
ued success in the years ahead. 

HONORING PAUL WATKIN 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Mr. Paul R. 
Watkin, as he retires from Federal 
service after an extraordinary 48 years 
of dedicated service to our Nation. 

Mr. Watkin began his distinguished 
career in 1978 with Company C, 1st 
Ranger Battalion, 75th Infantry Regi-
ment, where he served with honor and 
distinction in some of our Nation’s 
most challenging operations. 

While serving, he deployed in Oper-
ation Eagle Claw, the 1980 mission to 
rescue 53 American hostages in Iran, 
and later participated in Operation Ur-
gent Fury in Grenada. 

After earning both the Ranger and 
Special Forces Tabs and serving 7 years 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:02 Jun 30, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29JN7.065 H29JNPT1m
du

et
t o

n 
D

S
K

9D
H

N
X

B
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4310 June 29, 2026 
in the special operations community, 
he became a senior counterintelligence 
special agent and retired honorably 
from the U.S. Army in 2000. 

Mr. Watkin transitioned directly into 
Federal civil service, serving in key se-
curity and intelligence leadership posi-
tions across the Army. 

Mr. Watkin has served our Nation 
faithfully, and I wish him the best in 
the next chapter of his life. 

b 2000 
HONORING KENNEDY INGRAM AND MACIE 

PHILLIPS 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Kennedy 
Ingram and Macie Phillips. The two 
Georgia graduates have made history 
as the first Black women to receive a 
bachelor of science in ocean science 
from the University of Georgia. 

The program provides students with 
an interdisciplinary understanding of 
the structure and function of marine 
systems from global oceans to local es-
tuary environments and their inter-
action with the Earth-atmosphere sys-
tem. 

The two were inspired to become pio-
neers in their field hoping to have a 
lasting impact and inspire others like 
them to pursue groundbreaking en-
deavors. I am proud to say that they 
were successful in their goals. 

Kennedy and Macie have become 
trailblazers, creating a tradition and 
legacy of academic achievement in 
their school. 

I thank Kennedy and Macie for their 
contributions to the scientific commu-
nity. I am excited to see the tremen-
dous things they will accomplish in the 
future. 

MASHAMA BAILEY, NORTH AMERICA’S BEST 
FEMALE CHEF 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize chef 
Mashama Bailey who is credited with 
reinventing Southern and Black Amer-
ican food traditions. 

Beginning her career, she worked as 
a private chef in New York City and 
was later persuaded to undertake pro-
fessional cooking. In 2014 she entered a 
partnership to open The Grey in Savan-
nah, Georgia. In 2019 and 2022, she 
earned the James Beard Award for her 
dishes that featured history and cul-
ture through mixing traditional South-
ern techniques with contemporary in-
fluences. 

As chairwoman of the Edna Lewis 
Foundation, she preserves African- 
American culinary traditions and de-
velops educational opportunities in 
cooking, agriculture, food studies, and 
storytelling. 

Most recently, she was named to the 
TIME100 list of the most influential 
people in the world as an influential 
culinary figure. She received the North 
America’s Best Female Chef Award for 
2026. 

Chef Bailey is paving the way for ris-
ing chefs and inspiring others through 
her work. 

RECOGNIZING DR. GREG TANNER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Dr. Greg 

Tanner, recently named South Georgia 
State College’s president. 

As interim president, he increased 
the college’s enrollment in the summer 
of 2023 by 14.7 percent, earning the 
Chancellor’s Cup award for enrollment 
growth. In 2025 he was presented with 
Phi Theta Kappa’s Paragon Award for 
New Presidents, honoring his dedica-
tion to the college and its students. 

More recently, he earned the Dr. Zeb 
L. Burrell MD Distinguished Service 
Award for his contributions to a new 
emergency services concentration in 
the college’s School of Business. 

The foundation of his career consists 
of a bachelor’s degree in education 
from Georgia Southern University, a 
master’s degrees in physical education 
and educational leadership from Val-
dosta State University, and a doctorate 
in educational leadership and super-
vision from Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity. 

From a K–12 school principal to 
president of South Georgia College il-
lustrates his dedication to education 
and to leadership. 

HONORING GINA JOY RIGBY-HOUSE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor Gina Rigby- 
House for a remarkable career defined 
by hard work, faithful leadership, and a 
genuine commitment to serving others. 

Gina’s journey began as a part-time 
employee at Aflac while she was still a 
senior in high school in Columbus, 
Georgia. Through dedication, persever-
ance, and an unwavering work ethic, 
she built a career spanning nearly four 
decades and became one of the most re-
spected leaders in public policy and 
government affairs. 

For more than 26 years, Gina rep-
resented Aflac in Washington, helping 
guide the company through complex 
legislative and regulatory challenges 
while earning the trust and respect of 
colleagues, policymakers, and friends 
on both sides of the aisle. 

Yet what sets Gina apart is not sim-
ply her professional success, but the 
way she has invested in others. 
Through her leadership with the Uni-
versity of Alabama’s Blackburn Insti-
tute, she has mentored countless young 
leaders, generously sharing her wis-
dom, encouragement, and belief in the 
next generation. 

Those who know Gina know her 
greatest joy has always been found in 
her family, the relationships she has 
built throughout her life, and her sig-
nature sense of style, notably shown 
through her shoes. Whether as a men-
tor, colleague, wife, grandmother, or 
friend, she has led with grace, humil-
ity, and a servant’s heart. 

I congratulate Gina on an extraor-
dinary career. I thank her for the 
countless lives she has touched, and I 
wish her and her husband, Mike, every 
blessing in the years ahead. 

HONORING SANDRA FRYHOFER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to congratulate Dr. 
Sandra Fryhofer on becoming presi-
dent-elect of the American Medical As-
sociation. 

Dr. Fryhofer is an Atlantic-based in-
ternal medicine physician who has pre-
viously served in numerous roles in the 
AMA and has worked tirelessly to ad-
vance the roles of both patients and 
physicians. 

Following a vote by physicians and 
medical students at the AMA annual 
meeting, Dr. Fryhofer garnered the 
support to begin her year-long term 
stating in June of 2027. 

Dr. Fryhofer spent numerous years as 
the AMA’s liaison to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s Advi-
sory Committee on Immunization 
Practices. She contributed greatly to 
the development of vaccines protecting 
against COVID–19, influenza, HPV, and 
many others. 

Aside from the AMA, Dr. Fryhofer 
served as president of the American 
College of Physicians. When she was 
elected in 2000, she became the young-
est person and the second woman to 
have served in the role. 

I wish her the best of luck and sin-
cere congratulations as she begins her 
role. 

HONORING MARTHA ZOLLER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life and 
legacy of my friend Martha Zoller, 
whose voice and service to Georgia will 
be deeply missed. 

For more than three decades, Martha 
informed, challenged, and connected 
Georgians as a broadcaster, columnist, 
author, and political commentator. 
She earned the respect of listeners 
across our State through analytical, 
honest conversation, and an abiding 
love for Georgia and our country. 

I have had the privilege of joining 
Martha on her radio show many times 
over the years. Our conversations were 
always thoughtful, candid, and rooted 
in our shared commitment to serving 
the people of Georgia. She had a re-
markable ability to ask the right ques-
tions and to listen carefully, offering 
valuable insights to listeners. 

Martha embodied the gold standard 
of professionalism, always acting 
quickly to offer her support as a men-
tor to countless people in politics and 
journalism. 

My prayers are with Martha’s family, 
friends, and colleagues, and the count-
less listeners whose lives she touched. 
Her legacy will live on through them. 

May God lift them up in His arms 
and help them find comfort in this 
challenging time. 

RECOGNIZING JOSH BROOKS 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Josh 
Brooks, who has been athletic director 
of the University of Georgia since 2021. 

He recently received a contract ex-
tension after back-to-back South-
eastern Conference championships in 
football and national championships in 
women’s tennis, women’s track, and 
equestrian. 

During his time as athletics director, 
the Bulldogs have earned 9 national 
championships, 14 SEC crowns, and 33 
individual national titles across 21 
sports. 
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Many facilities upgrades were under 

his management and supervision, in-
cluding the new Lindsey Hopkins in-
door tennis courts, improvements to 
the south side of Sanford Stadium, a 
new men’s and women’s basketball 
weight room, and more. 

He demonstrates leadership as an ac-
tive member on the SEC Executive 
Committee and as vice chair of the 
NCAA Football Oversight Committee, 
and chair of the NCAA Football Prac-
tice and Playing Seasons Committee. 

Brooks’ extended contract will allow 
him to continue making momentous 
milestones for the University of Geor-
gia. 

HONORING LARRY WALKER, JR. 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life of Mr. 
Lawrence Cohen ‘‘Larry’’ Walker, Jr. 
who passed away on June 9 at the age 
of 84. 

Mr. Walker was a lifelong resident of 
Perry, Georgia. He graduated from 
Perry High School in 1960 and attended 
the University of Georgia where he 
earned a bachelor’s in business admin-
istration and a juris doctorate. 

In 1966, Mr. Walker was appointed 
Perry’s first municipal court judge and 
later as the city attorney, a role he 
held for 40 years. 

Larry was later elected to the Geor-
gia State House of Representatives 
where he served for 32 years and be-
came majority leader. While in the 
State legislature, Mr. Walker played a 
key role in bringing Frito-Lay and the 
Georgia National Fairgrounds to 
Perry, Georgia. 

After his time in the State house, 
Larry was elected to the Georgia 
Transportation Board and appointed by 
Governor Sonny Perdue to the Georgia 
Board of Regents. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Mr. Walker’s family as they mourn his 
loss. 

b 2010 
HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF 

SPECIALIST ADRIAN BONSEY 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to honor the life and 
service of Specialist Adrian Bonsey, a 
dedicated soldier of the United States 
Army who tragically lost his life dur-
ing a training exercise earlier this 
month. 

Specialist Bonsey answered the call 
to serve his country when he joined the 
Army in 2023 and quickly distinguished 
himself through his professionalism 
and selfless service. 

As a combat engineer, he played a 
vital role in supporting our Nation’s 
military readiness. Prior to arriving at 
Fort Stewart, Specialist Bonsey served 
at Fort Carson, Colorado, and deployed 
to Poland in support of our allies and 
partners abroad. 

During his service, he earned two 
Army Achievement Medals, reflecting 
his dedication and contributions to the 
Army and his fellow soldiers. While 
training, Specialist Bonsey made the 
ultimate sacrifice in service to our Na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, we mourn this tragic 
loss; extend our deepest condolences to 
his family, his friends, and his fellow 
soldiers; and honor his memory with 
gratitude for his service. 

CONGRATULATING DR. ANGEL CABRERA 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to congratulate Dr. 
Angel Cabrera on his appointment as 
the next president of the Aspen Insti-
tute. 

The Aspen Institute is a globally rec-
ognized nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to unlocking human potential, 
fostering understanding, and creating 
new possibilities for a better world. 

Dr. Cabrera currently serves as the 
12th president of the Georgia Institute 
of Technology. Since taking office in 
2019, he has led the university through 
a period of extraordinary growth and 
achievement. Under his leadership, en-
rollment has grown by 55 percent to 
more than 56,000 students, while annual 
sponsored research awards have exceed-
ed $1.4 billion. 

His impact has been felt far beyond 
campus, helping strengthen innova-
tion, develop talent, and drive eco-
nomic opportunity across Georgia and 
beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Dr. 
Cabrera on this well-deserved appoint-
ment and wish him continued success 
in this next chapter. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF MELINDA 
SCHNEIDER 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life and 
the legacy of Melinda Schneider, affec-
tionately known as the Yellow Bow 
Lady, whose dedication to service left 
an enduring mark on her community 
and on our State. 

Born in Savannah, Melinda spent 
decades serving others through civic 
leadership, volunteerism, and unwaver-
ing support for veterans and military 
families. She was a tireless advocate 
for veterans, holding leadership roles 
with DAV Auxiliary Unit 46, Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 789, the 
Hinesville Military Affairs Committee, 
and the Veterans Memorial at Bryant 
Commons. 

Melinda also served as a member of 
the Liberty County Board of Elections, 
secretary of the Liberty County Repub-
lican Party, and a volunteer at Winn 
Army Community Hospital. Her devo-
tion to the soldiers and families of Fort 
Stewart earned her the affectionate 
title of ‘‘Marne Rock Star.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Melinda leaves behind a 
remarkable legacy of service, compas-
sion, and community leadership. We 
extend our deepest condolences to her 
family and honor a life well lived. 

HONORING MISS GEORGIA AND MISS TEEN 
GEORGIA 2026 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the recent 
winners of Miss Georgia 2026 and Miss 
Teen Georgia 2026. 

At the 81st annual Miss Georgia 
Scholarship Competition, Sophia 
Wootten, representing northwest Geor-
gia, was crowned Miss Georgia, and 

Melony Tidmore, representing Capital 
City’s Teen, was named Miss Georgia’s 
Teen. 

The candidates competed for scholar-
ships and the opportunity to represent 
the State of Georgia in the Miss Amer-
ica and Miss America’s Teen competi-
tions this September. 

Sophia, from Peachtree City, is cur-
rently a student at the University of 
Georgia, with her community service 
initiative focusing on disability advo-
cacy in education. 

Melony, from Powder Springs, cur-
rently attends Liberty University On-
line Academy, with her community 
service initiative being ‘‘Initiative 
Dance: A Movement Toward Better 
Health.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate these 
young women and wish them the best 
of luck in the upcoming Miss America 
competition. 

RECOGNIZING DR. WILLIE UNDERWOOD III 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize Dr. Willie 
Underwood III, a distinguished urologic 
surgeon, educator, and advocate, on his 
inauguration as the 181st president of 
the American Medical Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Dr. Under-
wood for assuming his presidency at a 
defining moment for American 
healthcare. 

Dr. Underwood is only the second 
urologist and third Black physician to 
serve as AMA president, a historic 
milestone for American medicine. 

A graduate of Morehouse College and 
SUNY Upstate Medical University, Dr. 
Underwood brings more than 25 years 
of urologic surgery experience, includ-
ing 15 years specializing in robotic uro-
logic oncology. 

He is a proud prostate cancer sur-
vivor whose personal experience deep-
ened his commitment to closing gaps 
in care and ensuring every patient re-
ceives the treatment they deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, as a pharmacist, I look 
forward to working alongside Dr. 
Underwood to build a healthcare sys-
tem that provides more choices, lower 
costs, and better outcomes for all 
Americans. 

RECOGNIZING BARRETT CARTER 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to recognize my middle 
son, Barrett Carter, a proud southeast 
Georgia native and accomplished PGA 
Head Golf Professional. 

Barrett graduated from the Univer-
sity of Georgia before settling in the 
New Orleans area in 2009, where he has 
built an impressive career as a PGA 
Class A Professional. He has served at 
some of the region’s premier facilities, 
including TPC Louisiana and Metairie 
Country Club, and now currently 
serves as head golf professional at Oak 
Knoll Country Club in Hammond, Lou-
isiana. 

Barrett is passionate about growing 
the game through instruction and by 
creating welcoming programs for 
golfers of all ages and abilities. 

Although Barrett and his wife live in 
Metairie with their three precious 
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daughters, the First District of Georgia 
is still proud to claim him as one of our 
own. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate my son 
on all he has done to inspire new play-
ers and grow the game of golf. His 
mother and I are very proud of him. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

FORMING A MORE PERFECT UNION 
FOR ALL 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. MCCLELLAN 
of Virginia was recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader.) 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, 250 
years ago, the Continental Congress, 
meeting in Philadelphia, gave birth to 
a new Nation built on the revolu-
tionary idea that the power of govern-
ment is derived from the people. The 
Continental Congress gave birth to a 
government by, of, and for the people 
based upon principles of liberty and 
justice for all. 

Today, we can be extraordinarily 
proud that the United States of Amer-
ica still stands upon those principles, 
but we also have to acknowledge that 
the promise of America remains unfin-
ished 250 years later. 

Today, for Black Americans in his-
torically marginalized communities, 
the ideals upon which this Nation has 
been founded have too often been de-
layed, denied, or defended only after 
bitter struggle. 

From the fight to end slavery to the 
struggle against Jim Crow to the ongo-
ing battles for voting rights, equal jus-
tice, economic opportunity, and qual-
ity healthcare, the story of America 
has always been a story of both prom-
ise and unfinished progress. 

At this critical moment, we must be 
clear: Celebrating America’s extraor-
dinary history cannot mean ignoring 
the work that is still before us to form 
that more perfect Union. A true com-
memoration of 250 years must reckon 
with the reality upon which this coun-
try was founded, reconcile it with the 
ideals upon which this country was 
founded, and reckon with the commu-
nities who built this Nation, fought to 
perfect it, and continue to demand that 
its promises are made real for all peo-
ple. 

b 2020 
Tonight, the Congressional Black 

Caucus remains committed to ensuring 
our Nation’s progress is measured not 
only by its past but by its continued 
pursuit of liberty and justice for all as 
we strive for that more perfect Union: 

‘‘We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. That to secure 
these rights, governments are insti-
tuted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, when Thomas Jefferson 
wrote those words in the Declaration of 
Independence, which the Continental 
Congress adopted on July 2, 1776, he did 
not include me. He did not include 
nearly half a million enslaved men, 
women, and children in the Thirteen 
Colonies, including his own children at 
his beloved Monticello. 

Over a decade later, when James 
Madison wrote ‘‘The Virginia Plan’’ 
that formed the foundation for our U.S. 
Constitution, creating a government 
by, of, and for we the people, in order 
to form a more perfect Union, he and 
the delegates to that convention did 
not include me. They did not include 
over 300 enslaved people who lived and 
labored at his Montpelier estate, over 
three generations of the Madison fam-
ily. 

Indeed, the Constitution adopted in 
1789, considered enslaved individuals, 
like my ancestors, only three-fifths of 
a person for the purpose of how many 
people would serve in this body and for 
taxation. Beyond that, they were treat-
ed as property. 

For 250 years, the story of America 
has been one of each generation trying 
to reconcile the ideals upon which this 
country was founded with the reality 
and to make the ideals true for every-
one. 

It has taken a Civil War, the 13th, 
14th, 15th, and 19th amendments, at a 
minimum, to get us closer to that more 
perfect Union. 

We have made progress. I would not 
be standing before you as the first 
Black woman elected to this body or to 
serve in this body, period, from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the birth-
place of American democracy and the 
birthplace of American slavery. I 
wouldn’t be standing here if we hadn’t 
made progress. 

Every time we have made progress as 
a Nation toward that more perfect 
Union, there has been a backlash, and 
that backlash has involved propaganda, 
violence, and voter suppression. Yet, 
we continue to strive for that more 
perfect Union. 

I am proud to be part of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the conscience of 
the Congress, that has fought for that 
progress, to keep that progress, and to 
build upon that progress. 

Virginia has played a leading role in 
this struggle of reconciling the ideals 
upon which our country was founded 
with its reality. Established on July 30, 
1619, Virginia boasts the oldest contin-
uous law-making body in the Western 
Hemisphere. The first elected legisla-
tive assembly in the New World, the 
Virginia General Assembly, in which I 
and many of my fellow members of the 
Virginia delegation have served. It was 
the birthplace for the birth of Amer-
ican democracy. 

One month later, a Dutch privateer 
arrived on the shores of Virginia with 
20-and-odd Africans, captured by Por-
tuguese slavers in West Central Africa, 
and they were traded for provisions. 

Three months after that, Virginia 
took steps toward becoming a perma-

nent colony by recruiting English 
women to Jamestown to make wives 
for the inhabitants. When those women 
arrived, they had no right to vote, no 
right to hold public office, no right to 
control their own property. 

Since 1776, and particularly since 
1789, America has been faced with a 
question of how to make true for all 
Americans the promise of our founding 
documents. 

How do we make true a government 
by, of, and for the people when for so 
much of our history too many people 
weren’t allowed to participate. 

We have, again, as I said, made 
progress. A lot of that progress was 
bought with the blood of the Civil War, 
bought with the blood of people during 
the civil rights movement, marching, 
fighting, and, in some cases, dying for 
the right to vote. 

Yet today, we face a rollback of that 
progress. We have a President who in-
sists he will not sign another bill un-
less it is a modern day poll tax, the 
SAVE America Act, which would re-
quire every American to prove their 
citizenship before they can vote 
through documents that cost money. 

That is just as much a poll tax as the 
poll tax my father paid when he first 
registered to vote in Tennessee. It is on 
the Bible where he kept that receipt 
that I took my oath of office to pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States—all of it, not 
just the convenient parts. 

We will continue, as the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, to fight for 
progress. We stand on the shoulders of 
those who paved the way before us. We 
are building a path for those who will 
come after us. 

As John Lewis said, democracy is not 
a State. It is an act that requires every 
generation to do its part to build a be-
loved community. Democracy in and of 
itself is not the point. It is what you do 
with it. It is what you do to build that 
more perfect Union. 

My parents, growing up during the 
Depression, under the tyranny of Jim 
Crow, as they fought to participate in 
their government, saw the best of gov-
ernment when the full force of the Fed-
eral Government was used during the 
New Deal to help people solve problems 
beyond their control caused by the De-
pression. 

They saw the worst of government, a 
government that oppressed them solely 
for the color of their skin, for the ben-
efit of others. 

They sparked in me a desire to make 
government that force that helps peo-
ple and solves problems. 

That is what gets me through the 
chaos, quite frankly, Mr. Speaker. I am 
very cognizant every day that I serve 
in this body, and especially on certain 
days when court decisions come out of 
the Supreme Court, I am very cog-
nizant that I am fighting the same 
fights that my parents, my grand-
parents, and my great-grandparents 
fought. 

I could be angry about that, but I am 
joyful. I am joyful because I fight those 
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fights from a position of more strength 
and power than they ever imagined. I 
fight those fights so that my children 
and their children don’t have to. But, if 
they do, they fight from a position of 
more strength and power than I do. 

At the end of the day, in a govern-
ment by, of, and for the people, govern-
ment reflects the perspective and, 
therefore, meets the needs of the peo-
ple who participate. That is why the 
right to vote is so sacred. That is why 
the Congressional Black Caucus will 
fight tooth and nail to protect it. 

It was purchased through blood, 
sweat, and many tears. It was promised 
in our founding documents creating 
this government by, of, and for the peo-
ple. We will not rest while some are de-
nied the exercise of that right, because 
of barriers put in their way that have 
absolutely nothing to do with their 
ability to determine their own destiny. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, behind every 
Founding Father and mother who 
fought to give birth to our Nation and 
make those ideals upon which this 
country was founded true for everyone, 
there is a family. Today, American 
families face serious strains as it be-
comes increasingly difficult to afford a 
home, childcare, education, healthcare, 
retirement, groceries, paying their en-
ergy bills. Black families especially 
face challenges amidst the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis that makes it much harder to 
pay rent or mortgages, put food on the 
table, keep the lights on, and get the 
healthcare they need when they need 
it. 

b 2030 

A year ago, the policies put forward 
by congressional Republicans in what I 
call the big, ugly bill made that even 
worse—stripping healthcare away from 
millions of Americans, shredding our 
healthcare safety net into tatters, tak-
ing food out of the mouths of hungry 
families, all to benefit the wealthiest 
top 10 percent in this country. 

The administration’s policies to sepa-
rate families and slash healthcare 
funding continue to threaten the well- 
being of families across the country. 

Our country faces not only a record- 
low fertility rate as the cost of raising 
a child surpasses $300,000, but it con-
tinues to face maternal mortality 
rates, infant mortality rates, and 
preterm birth rates that are worse than 
any other industrialized nation. 

If you are a Black woman, you are 
more than three times as likely to die 
as a White woman from a childbirth-re-
lated death. 

When you have a child in America, 
because we are one of the only devel-
oped nations without a national paid 
leave policy, one in four American 
mothers have to return to work within 
2 weeks of giving birth because they 
cannot afford to stay home, even 
though you need at least 6 weeks to re-
cover from childbirth, 8 weeks if you 
have had a C-section. Believe me, you 
really need more than 8 weeks, as I 
know as I had one when my placenta 

ruptured and my daughter was born 9 
weeks before her due date. I needed 
more than 8 weeks to recover. 

For our families, the basic neces-
sities of life: housing, healthcare, 
childcare are increasingly out of reach. 

The Heritage Foundation has issued 
their blueprint for American families, 
the Saving America By Saving the 
Family blueprint, which is a blueprint 
for conservative domestic and social 
policy plans; but instead of putting for-
ward solutions to the problems that all 
American families face, such as the 
high maternal infant mortality rates, 
high preterm birth rates, high cost of 
childbirth, high cost of childcare, high 
cost of healthcare, lack of national 
paid leave, and the skyrocketing costs 
of everyday life, the plan focuses on a 
narrow view of what constitutes a fam-
ily and ignores the wide diversity of 
families that call America home. 

I have a different vision, and that is 
why this week I will release the all 
American family agenda, which illus-
trates a plan to make family life acces-
sible and affordable for every American 
family, not just the ones that look like 
mine—regardless of how they are 
formed, regardless of where they live, 
what they earn, how they worship, but 
everyone. 

The all American family agenda will 
call for a future where America fami-
lies are free to plan when, whether, and 
how to have children; free from the 
fear that a pregnancy may be too cost-
ly or complicated; free from the fear 
that if they need medical intervention 
that their provider will have to wait 
until they are close enough to death to 
intervene; one where they are free to 
work and care for loved ones without 
living paycheck to paycheck. 

As we mark 250 years of this Nation, 
American families deserve opportuni-
ties to grow, afford, and care for their 
families for the next 250 years—every 
American family, not just a few. 

Mr. Speaker, there is so much more I 
could say as we celebrate 250 years of 
this extraordinary country. It is one I 
am proud to live in. It is one I am 
proud to serve as a Member of Con-
gress. It is also one I love enough to 
ask it to live up to its promises to all 
people who live here. 

We have come a long way, but we 
also have seen a lot of that progress 
rolled back. We are in that backlash 
again. We are in the same backlash 
that my great grandfather saw: the 
backlash to reconstruction, the back-
lash that told him that he had to take 
a literacy test in Alabama and find 
three White men to vouch for his char-
acter just to be able to register to vote. 
It was the backlash that he faced in his 
community as racial terror lynchings 
tried to put Black people back in their 
place as defined by white supremacists 
and former Confederates who came 
back into power. It was the same back-
lash in his generation that created the 
live white supremacy to break up coa-
litions between formerly enslaved peo-
ple and poor nonlandowning White peo-

ple that was beginning to make 
progress for life, liberty, justice, and 
the pursuit of happiness for all. 

We are now in the same backlash 
that my parents faced. My mother, who 
was the third youngest of 14 children, 
who was the first in her family to go 
beyond the eighth grade because, in her 
town, the State of Mississippi didn’t 
think it was important enough to edu-
cate Black children, she had to move 
after working for a year just to get a 
high school diploma. She had to move 
to go to college. She saw firsthand in 
her family because her siblings, her 
parents, and her other family members 
and friends didn’t have that oppor-
tunity, that they were limited in the 
jobs they could take. That is why every 
woman in her family was a domestic, 
caring for White people’s children, and 
every man in her family was a laborer, 
because that is all that was available 
to them under the tyranny of Jim 
Crow. 

My father who had to pay that poll 
tax and my mother who didn’t vote 
until after 1965, we are facing that 
backlash now. We are facing the vio-
lence of people who stormed this build-
ing to take by force what they couldn’t 
win at the ballot box for only the sec-
ond time in American history. We are 
facing the voter suppression of a mod-
ern-day poll tax. We are facing the 
propaganda of stolen elections, 
birtherism, and the creation of villains 
in a limited view of what the American 
Dream and the American story should 
be. 

But just like generations before us 
fought that backlash, the Congres-
sional Black Caucus is standing up 
here today to fight back against this 
one. In a government by, of, and for the 
people, government reflects the per-
spective and, therefore, meets the 
needs of the people who participate. 

We fought long and hard to expand 
that participation beyond the White 
landowning men that signed the Dec-
laration of Independence and ratified 
the Constitution. We fought too hard 
for too long to ensure every American 
had the ability to pursue life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. It is our 
job as Members of Congress to help the 
American people today achieve those 
by protecting their rights, not rolling 
them back. 

Mr. Speaker, we are not going back. 
Mr. Speaker, we are going forward. 

b 2040 
We are fighting to ensure that the 

ideals upon which this country was 
founded become true for everybody, 
that when we say liberty and justice 
for all, we mean all, not just people 
who look like us, not just people who 
worship like us, not just people who 
were born in this country, or not just 
people who love like us, but everybody. 

We will fight for that more perfect 
Union every single day. If necessary, 
we will die for it because too many peo-
ple did. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close with this. 
As the President wants to reshape what 
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history is taught in our schools, what 
history is shown in our public spaces, 
and what history is shown in our muse-
ums, as he wants to ignore what he 
considers to be uncomfortable or puts 
America in a dark and unflattering 
light, we are not that perfect Union 
yet. There is good; there is bad; and 
there is ugly. We have to embrace all of 
it because it makes us who we are 
today, and we will never achieve that 
more perfect Union if we don’t under-
stand where we are and how we got 
here. 

It is also important that we learn the 
good, the bad, and the ugly because the 
bad and the ugly help us to celebrate 
how far we have come. That came 
home to me when I took my children 
back to the African-American history 
museum last year during spring break. 
As I stood in the exhibit on the Middle 
Passage, which I had been in many, 
many times, that time, in the midst of 
the chaos we find ourselves in, I real-
ized that somebody survived that so 
that I could be here in this moment, 
right now, celebrating 250 years of the 
ideal of liberty and justice for all, that 
I can fight for the reality of liberty and 
justice for all. 

I am not going to let anybody take 
away the ability to celebrate that. I 
am not going to let anybody take away 
my joy at coming from an unknown 
member of my family. We think we 
know, but we don’t. DNA has allowed 
us to figure out maybe where they 
came from. We have no idea who they 
are, but to come through the Middle 
Passage and end up with a descendant 
serving in this body, that is an extraor-
dinary American story. You can’t cele-
brate it if you don’t celebrate how it 
began. You can’t fully celebrate how it 
began if you are not honest about how 
it began. 

Mr. Speaker, as we each commemo-
rate in our own way what 250 years of 
America means, it means to me that I 
will fight as a member of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus with my now 61 
colleagues, a record number, as we face 
challenges to our strength through re-
districting and efforts to suppress 
votes. We are going to fight every day 
to strive for that more perfect Union 
because we believe in the promise of 
the Declaration of Independence. 

We swore an oath to preserve, pro-
tect, and defend the Constitution that 
created a government by, of, and for 
the people. We will not rest until the 
ideals upon which this country was 
founded become true for everyone who 
calls America home. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to 
give notice of my intent to raise a 
question of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Directing the Committee on Ethics 
to preserve and publicly release records 
relating to monetary settlements in-
volving acts of sexual harassment. 

Whereas transparency is essential for 
accountability in government; 

Whereas sexual harassment and un-
welcome sexual advances by Members, 
Delegates, Resident Commissioners, in 
violation of clause 9 and clause 18 of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House af-
fect the safety, dignity, and integrity 
of the proceedings of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that 
with respect to reviews, investigations, 
or matters which the Committee on 
Ethics or the Office of Congressional 
Workplace Rights have reviewed, con-
ducted, or facilitated, the Committee 
on Ethics and the Office of Congres-
sional Workplace Rights shall, not 
later than 60 days after the adoption of 
this resolution, make publicly avail-
able a single consolidated list that sets 
forth separately for each Member, Del-
egate, or Resident Commissioner the 
name of each Member, Delegate, or 
Resident Commissioner who was the 
subject of any review or investigation 
involving a violation of clause 9 of rule 
XXIII of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, as it pertains to acts of 
sexual harassment, or clause 18 of rule 
XXIII of the House of Representatives, 
or any case involving sexual harass-
ment or sexual abuse if it resulted in a 
payment of taxpayer funds; and adja-
cent to each such name, the total 
amount of taxpayer funds included in 
all settlements, payments, reimburse-
ments, awards, or other financial con-
siderations paid in connection with 
such matters; 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving Mem-
bers, Delegates, or Resident Commis-
sioners that did not, in any portion of 
the settlement, involve sexual harass-
ment, sexual abuse, or sexual mis-
conduct; 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving, in part 
or in full, sexual harassment, sexual 
abuse, or sexual misconduct by em-
ployees of the House of Representa-
tives; and 

The aggregate total amount of tax-
payer funds included in all settlements, 
payments, reimbursements, awards, or 
other financial considerations paid in 
connection with such reviews, inves-
tigations, or matters involving conduct 
by employees of the House of Rep-
resentatives that did not in any por-
tion of the settlement involve sexual 
harassment, sexual abuse, or sexual 
misconduct. 

That for the purposes of this resolu-
tion, any such settlement, payment, 
reimbursement, award, or other finan-
cial consideration shall be treated as 
involving sexual harassment, sexual 
abuse, or sexual misconduct if sexual 
harassment, sexual abuse, or sexual 
misconduct was any component of the 
matter, regardless of whether the mat-
ter also involved, was classified as, or 
was resolved under another claim, vio-
lation, or category. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. VAN 
EPPS). Under rule IX, a resolution of-
fered from the floor by a Member other 
than the majority leader or the minor-
ity leader as a question of the privi-
leges of the House has immediate prec-
edence only at a time designated by 
the Chair within 2 legislative days 
after the resolution is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky will appear in 
the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at a time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker on Thursday, 
June 25, 2026: 

H.R. 6644. An act to increase the supply of 
housing in America, and for other purposes. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 629.—An act to amend the Agricultural 
Credit Act of 1978 to remove barriers to agri-
cultural producers in accessing funds to 
carry out emergency measures under the 
emergency conservation program, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 48 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 30, 2026, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

3948. Under clause 2 of rule XIV, a let-
ter from the Chair, Medicare Payment 
Advisory Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s June 2026 Report to 
the Congress: Medicare and the Health 
Care Delivery System, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 1395b–6(b)(1)(D); Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 
531, title XVIII, Sec. 1805(b)(1)(D) (as 
amended by Public Law 111–148, Sec. 
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2801(b)(2)); (124 Stat. 332), was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, referred 
jointly to the Committees on Ways and 
Means and Energy and Commerce. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

[Submitted June 26, 2026] 

Mr. CALVERT: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 9495. A bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2027, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 119–715). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

[Submitted June 29, 2026] 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: Committee on 
Small Business. H.R. 5498. A bill to require 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration to provide information to small 
business concerns on individual coverage 
health reimbursement arrangements, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
119–716). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WALBERG: Committee on Education 
and Workforce. H.R. 7890. A bill to amend the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 to exclude certain instructional ap-
proaches from comprehensive literacy in-
struction, to prioritize certain funds to pro-
mote the use of evidence-based literacy in-
struction and supports aligned to the science 
of reading and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 119–717). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Ms. 
TITUS, and Mr. BEYER): 

H.R. 9496. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to postpone tax deadlines 
and reimburse paid late fees for United 
States nationals who are unlawfully or 
wrongfully detained or held hostage abroad, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GRAVES (for himself, Mr. LAR-
SEN of Washington, Mr. COLLINS, and 
Ms. WILSON of Florida): 

H.R. 9497. A bill to provide for improve-
ments to the rivers and harbors of the United 
States, to provide for the conservation and 
development of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. STEUBE (for himself and Ms. 
DELBENE): 

H.R. 9498. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to authorize the National 
Taxpayer Advocate to appear as amicus cu-
riae in Federal tax cases, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS: 
H.R. 9499. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to apply tax return prepa-
ration penalties to improperly altered re-
turns, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio (for himself 
and Mr. SUOZZI): 

H.R. 9500. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the limitation on 

deductions for personal casualty losses and 
to provide for increased taxpayer relief with 
respect to theft losses involving fraud, de-
ceit, or misrepresentation; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself, Mr. 
BEAN of Florida, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, 
and Mr. HORSFORD): 

H.R. 9501. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General to submit a report to the appro-
priate committees of Congress on the poten-
tial of artificial intelligence to assist the In-
ternal Revenue Service in detecting tax 
fraud; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRESNAHAN: 
H.R. 9502. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to 
avoid duplicative, improper, or erroneous 
billings or payments for hospital care and 
medical services furnished under the laws 
administered by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, and in addition to the Committees on 
Ways and Means, and Energy and Commerce, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself, 
Mr. CASE, Mr. GUEST, and Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ): 

H.R. 9503. A bill to change the name of the 
United States Secret Service Uniformed Di-
vision to the United States Secret Service 
Police; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
SMUCKER): 

H.R. 9504. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish additional re-
porting requirements for hospital organiza-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BABIN: 
H.R. 9505. A bill to award posthumously a 

Congressional Gold Medal to Bonnie Eloise 
Rush Milam in recognition of her distin-
guished service to the United States Armed 
Forces through the Melody Maids and her 
lifelong contributions to patriotism, music 
education, and the leadership development of 
young women in the United States; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself and Mr. 
OBERNOLTE): 

H.R. 9506. A bill to amend the National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020 to 
require the Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy to establish a prize 
competition program relating to artificial 
intelligence, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
H.R. 9507. A bill to combat illegal, unre-

ported, and unregulated fishing at its 
sources globally; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on the Judiciary, Foreign Affairs, 
and Transportation and Infrastructure, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CASE (for himself and Mr. 
MOYLAN): 

H.R. 9508. A bill to require Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations to establish the Pacific 
Islands Liaison Initiative to strengthen the 
United States’ strategic partnerships and 
ability to combat transnational criminal or-
ganizations in the Pacific region, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 

fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. DELBENE (for herself and Mr. 
JOYCE of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 9509. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act and title XXVII of the 
Public Health Service Act with respect to 
the coverage of kidney disease education 
services under Medicare and private health 
insurance; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. DEXTER (for herself and Mr. 
MURPHY): 

H.R. 9510. A bill to direct the Under Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for Health to 
make publicly available all national policies 
of the Veterans Health Administration; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. FIELDS (for himself, Mr. CAR-
TER of Louisiana, Mr. BRESNAHAN, 
and Mr. EZELL): 

H.R. 9511. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to develop a flood insurance in-
formation tool, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 9512. A bill to reauthorize the water 

storage program under Subtitle J of the 
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation Act, to authorize environmental res-
toration and recovery in the Sacramento 
River Basin, to authorize nonreimbursable 
Federal contribution to operation and main-
tenance for public benefits of State-led stor-
age projects, to establish a Federal Leader-
ship Committee for the Sacramento River 
Basin, to authorize the retention of revenue 
from eligible temporary water transfers for 
drought resilience, extraordinary mainte-
nance, and dam safety investments, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois (for himself, 
Ms. NORTON, and Mr. FIGURES): 

H.R. 9513. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to carry out a grant program to 
support the integration of school-based 
health services into community schools, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and Workforce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GILL of Texas (for himself, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mr. PERRY, Mr. MOORE of 
Alabama, Ms. MACE, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. 
MOORE of West Virginia, Mr. FULLER, 
Mr. GOSAR, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, 
Mr. FINE, Mr. CLYDE, and Mr. CRANE): 

H.R. 9514. A bill to restrict the eligibility 
of mortgagors to citizens of the United 
States with respect to mortgage insurance 
provided by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion and the purchase and securitization of 
mortgages by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself, Mr. 
FINE, and Mr. ARRINGTON): 

H.R. 9515. A bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to require 
the use of multi-factor authentication to ac-
cess certain information through 
healthcare.gov; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. HARRIGAN: 
H.R. 9516. A bill to codify Executive Order 

14412, entitled ‘‘Securing the Nation Against 
Advanced Cryptographic Attacks’’; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform, and in addition to the Committees 
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on Science, Space, and Technology, Foreign 
Affairs, Homeland Security, Intelligence 
(Permanent Select), and Armed Services, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr. 
MESSMER, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 
MCCAUL, Mr. RYAN, Mr. MOORE of 
Utah, and Mr. AMO): 

H.R. 9517. A bill to amend the Arms Export 
Control Act to modify a limitation relating 
to export and transfers of defense articles 
and services under the AUKUS partnership, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LAHOOD: 
H.R. 9518. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow contributions to a 
health savings account when a spouse has a 
health flexible spending account; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut: 
H.R. 9519. A bill to protect our Social Secu-

rity system and improve benefits for current 
and future generations; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Education and Workforce, and 
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LAWLER: 
H.R. 9520. A bill to amend the War Hazards 

Compensation Act and the Longshore and 
Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act to re-
quire that the Federal government pay inter-
est on late reimbursements, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and Workforce. 

By Mr. MCDOWELL (for himself, Mr. 
EDWARDS, and Mr. MOORE of North 
Carolina): 

H.R. 9521. A bill to amend title VI of the 
Social Security Act to extend that date on 
which certain funds related to broadband in-
frastructure projects may be expended; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. MCGUIRE (for himself and Mr. 
GARBARINO): 

H.R. 9522. A bill to designate the Freedom 
Flag as the national symbol of remembrance 
for September 11, 2001, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MOULTON: 
H.R. 9523. A bill to permit judicial review 

of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
claims; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
H.R. 9524. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services and to 
provide for coordination between the Secre-
taries in the administration of the Veterans 
Community Care Program and certain 
health plans under the Medicare program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, and in addition to the 
Committees on Ways and Means, and Energy 
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 9525. A bill to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to limit the ability to assess a 
fee for health care services for prisoners, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. OMAR: 
H.R. 9526. A bill to require the Department 

of State to consult with Congress on 
Islamophobia in Europe; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. OWENS: 
H.R. 9527. A bill to require the Office of 

Management and Budget to consider revising 
the Standard Occupational Classification 
system to establish a separate code for 
strength and conditioning coaches, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce. 

By Ms. PINGREE (for herself and Mr. 
MASSIE): 

H.R. 9528. A bill to amend the Federal In-
secticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act to 
protect tort claims under State law related 
to labeling or packaging of pesticides or de-
vices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. SALINAS: 
H.R. 9529. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to impose a tax on net cap-
ital gain accrued while serving as President 
of the United States; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Ms. SCHOLTEN (for herself, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Mr. STANTON, and Mr. 
BRESNAHAN): 

H.R. 9530. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to issue regulations to pro-
hibit certain cell phone voice communica-
tions on aircraft in scheduled passenger 
interstate or intrastate air transportation; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 9531. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Defense to conduct a report on testing for 
helicobacter pylori for members of the 
Armed Forces, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. TORRES of New York (for him-
self and Ms. CLARKE of New York): 

H.R. 9532. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to prohibit group health 
plan payment clawbacks in certain cir-
cumstances; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. VINDMAN (for himself and Mr. 
HAMADEH of Arizona): 

H.R. 9533. A bill to amend the VA MISSION 
Act of 2018 to require the publication of cer-
tain information regarding staffing and va-
cancies in the Veterans Health Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITESIDES (for himself, Mr. 
GOODEN, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, and Mr. CROW): 

H.R. 9534. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Air Force to procure space-based com-
mercial data and end products to support the 
efforts of the Department of Defense and the 
wildfire mission of the United States North-
ern Command; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. KEATING: 
H. Res. 1393. A resolution providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 7016) to pro-
hibit action to or the use of Federal funds to 
invade NATO countries and territories, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Rules. 

By Mr. LALOTA: 
H. Res. 1394. A resolution condemning pros-

ecution policies that give preferential treat-
ment to foreign nationals over United States 
citizens; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MOORE of North Carolina (for 
himself, Mrs. SYKES, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. 
ROUZER, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr. MULLIN, 
Mr. FULLER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. TAY-
LOR, and Mr. PAPPAS): 

H. Res. 1395. A resolution support for the 
designation of the week of June 29 through 
July 4, 2026, as ‘‘National Tire Safety Week’’ 

in the United States, and supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Tire Safety 
Week to educate American motorists about 
the importance of proper tire care and main-
tenance; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. 
BERGMAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. MOULTON, 
Mr. MAST, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, Mr. 
MCCORMICK, and Mr. MACKENZIE): 

H. Res. 1396. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of the month of 
June 2026 as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic 
Stress Awareness Month’’ and June 27, 2026, 
as ‘‘National Post-Traumatic Stress Aware-
ness Day’’; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, 
Mrs. DINGELL, and Mr. FITZPATRICK): 

H. Res. 1397. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of June 28, 2026, as 
‘‘Community is Stronger than Cancer Day’’; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7(c) of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. CALVERT: 
H.R. 9495 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The principal constitutional authority for 

this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United 
States (the appropriation power), which 
states: ‘‘No Money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . . .’’ In addition, clause 
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
(the spending power) provides: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States 
. . . .’’ Together, these specific constitu-
tional provisions establish the congressional 
power of the purse, granting Congress the 
authority to appropriate funds, to determine 
their purpose, amount, and period of avail-
ability, and to set forth terms and conditions 
governing their use. 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 9496. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 

By Mr. GRAVES: 
H.R. 9497. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3. 

By Mr. STEUBE: 
H.R. 9498. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS: 
H.R. 9499. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. MILLER of Ohio: 
H.R. 9500. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation puruant to the Article I, Section 8, 
Chapter 1. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 9501. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, section 8 

By Mr. BRESNAHAN: 
H.R. 9502. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-

stitution, to ‘‘provide for the common de-
fense and general welfare of the United 
States.’’ 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD: 
H.R. 9503. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. MURPHY: 

H.R. 9504. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. BABIN: 
H.R. 9505. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Mr. BEGICH: 

H.R. 9506. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
H.R. 9507. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. CASE: 
H.R. 9508. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. DELBENE: 
H.R. 9509. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article 1 of the Constitution 

By Ms. DEXTER: 
H.R. 9510. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. FIELDS: 
H.R. 9511. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 18, allows Con-

gress to make all laws ‘‘which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion’’ any of Congress’s enumerated powers. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 9512. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution 
By Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois: 

H.R. 9513. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. GILL of Texas: 

H.R. 9514. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I. Section 8 

By Mr. GROTHMAN: 
H.R. 9515. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 1 
By Mr. HARRIGAN: 

H.R. 9516. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. HUIZENGA: 

H.R. 9517. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. LAHOOD: 

H.R. 9518. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII 

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut: 
H.R. 9519. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 2 of the Constitution 

By Mr. LAWLER: 
H.R. 9520. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Mr. MCDOWELL: 

H.R. 9521. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18 

By Mr. MCGUIRE: 
H.R. 9522. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. MOULTON: 
H.R. 9523. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
H.R. 9524. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Ms. NORTON: 

H.R. 9525. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution. 
By Ms. OMAR: 

H.R. 9526. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Mr. OWENS: 
H.R. 9527. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the authority to enact this 

legislation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, 
Clauses 1 and 18 of the Constitution of the 
United States. Clause 1 authorizes Congress 
to provide for the general welfare of the 
United States, and Clause 18 authorizes Con-
gress to make all laws necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the powers vest-
ed in the Government of the United States 
and its officers. This legislation governs the 
administration of a federal statistical classi-
fication system maintained by the Office of 
Management and Budget and requires report-
ing to Congress. 

By Ms. PINGREE: 
H.R. 9528. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 

By Ms. SALINAS: 
H.R. 9529. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
By Ms. SCHOLTEN: 

H.R. 9530. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 9531. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution 

By Mr. TORRES of New York: 
H.R. 9532. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. VINDMAN: 
H.R. 9533. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. WHITESIDES: 
H.R. 9534. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Sec. 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 34: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 135: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 138: Ms. GOODLANDER. 
H.R. 484: Mr. KENNEDY of New York. 
H.R. 516: Mr. HARRIS of Maryland and Mr. 

LEVIN. 
H.R. 539: Mr. DOWNING. 
H.R. 642: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 768: Ms. MEJIA. 
H.R. 999: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 1131: Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 1132: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 1227: Mr. MILLS, Mr. BACON, and Mr. 

MOORE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1317: Mr. SCHMIDT. 
H.R. 1340: Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. CRANK, 

Ms. TITUS, Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
GUEST, and Mr. MRVAN. 

H.R. 1502: Mr. FONG and Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. 
H.R. 1505: Ms. MCDONALD RIVET. 
H.R. 1522: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 1585: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 1707: Mr. MILLER of Ohio and Mr. 

CRAWFORD. 
H.R. 1732: Mr. WHITESIDES. 
H.R. 1873: Mr. WALKINSHAW. 
H.R. 1951: Ms. GOODLANDER. 
H.R. 2004: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 2028: Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Ms. LOFGREN, 

Ms. BUDZINSKI, and Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 2089: Mr. MACKENZIE and Mr. KILEY of 

California. 
H.R. 2094: Mr. KENNEDY of New York and 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 2102: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 2120: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Ms. 

DELBENE. 
H.R. 2199: Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 2333: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 2350: Mr. HARRIGAN. 
H.R. 2369: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 2381: Mr. BELL, Mrs. FOUSHEE, and Ms. 

DEAN of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 2410: Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. WEBER of 

Texas, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. 
GUEST, and Mr. LATIMER. 

H.R. 2424: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 2531: Mr. LIEU, Mr. WILSON of South 

Carolina, Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. BARRAGÁN, and 
Mr. CARBAJAL. 

H.R. 2592: Mr. GUEST. 
H.R. 2664: Mr. IVEY and Mr. GOLDMAN of 

New York. 
H.R. 2672: Mr. MOULTON. 
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H.R. 2673: Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.R. 2756: Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 2878: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 2911: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia 

and Mr. STAUBER. 
H.R. 2947: Mrs. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 3011: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 3028: Mr. MOORE of West Virginia. 
H.R. 3037: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 3151: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama and Mr. 

CARSON. 
H.R. 3164: Mr. STAUBER and Ms. DE LA 

CRUZ. 
H.R. 3178: Mr. BENTZ. 
H.R. 3226: Ms. MCDONALD RIVET. 
H.R. 3261: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 3277: Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 3307: Mr. HARIDOPOLOS and Ms. SALA-

ZAR. 
H.R. 3367: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3376: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 3415: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 3469: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. 

VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 3506: Mr. KENNEDY of New York. 
H.R. 3512: Mr. BARRETT. 
H.R. 3513: Mr. GREEN of Texas and Mr. 

MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 3514: Ms. FOXX. 
H.R. 3544: Mr. GREEN of Texas and Mr. 

MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 3639: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 3694: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 3747: Mr. BISHOP, Mr. HERNÁNDEZ, Mr. 

CLEAVER, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Ms. ROSS, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
SORENSEN, Ms. BYNUM, Mr. COHEN, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. LIEU, 
Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr. DUNN of Florida. 

H.R. 3762: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 3826: Ms. POU and Mr. WILSON of South 

Carolina. 
H.R. 3885: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 4145: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 4180: Mr. WHITESIDES. 
H.R. 4197: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 4206: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 4231: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 4253: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H.R. 4348: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 4356: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 4382: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, 

Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. OBERNOLTE, and Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois. 

H.R. 4398: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 4516: Ms. DEXTER. 
H.R. 4606: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 4662: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 4669: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois and Ms. 

NORTON. 
H.R. 4731: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 4733: Mr. MAGAZINER and Mr. BELL. 
H.R. 4806: Mr. KEAN and Ms. WILLIAMS of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 4862: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 4863: Mr. BRECHEEN. 
H.R. 4876: Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Mississippi, and Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4940: Mr. GIMENEZ and Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 5091: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 5178: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 5222: Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 5267: Mr. HURD of Colorado, Mr. 

LALOTA, and Mr. BARRETT. 
H.R. 5269: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5271: Mr. WALKINSHAW. 
H.R. 5343: Ms. SALAZAR and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 5364: Mr. TAYLOR and Mr. MOORE of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 5476: Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. TRAN, and 

Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 5528: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 5536: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5543: Mr. HOYER. 
H.R. 5549: Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. EVANS of Colo-

rado, and Mr. FULLER. 
H.R. 5589: Ms. MENG. 

H.R. 5643: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 5883: Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 5891: Ms. BOEBERT. 
H.R. 5894: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 5940: Mr. CISNEROS. 
H.R. 6130: Mr. BERA, Mrs. FLETCHER, Ms. 

WATERS, Ms. FEDORCHAK, Mr. MANNION, and 
Mr. HUDSON. 

H.R. 6170: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 6181: Mr. HUFFMAN and Mr. SCOTT of 

Virginia. 
H.R. 6199: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 6213: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 6324: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 6364: Mr. MENEFEE. 
H.R. 6423: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 6459: Mr. OWENS. 
H.R. 6469: Mr. SESSIONS and Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 6786: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 6799: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 6849: Mr. LEVIN and Mr. BERA. 
H.R. 6983: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut and 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 6984: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut and 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 7035: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 7118: Mr. BACON and Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 7130: Mr. HARRIS of Maryland. 
H.R. 7187: Mrs. KIM. 
H.R. 7333: Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. DESAULNIER, 

and Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 7363: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 7409: Mr. CLOUD. 
H.R. 7450: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia and Mr. 

PATRONIS. 
H.R. 7532: Mr. MACKENZIE. 
H.R. 7548: Ms. MCBRIDE. 
H.R. 7645: Mr. GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 7651: Mr. GOSAR and Mr. FALLON. 
H.R. 7736: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 7802: Mr. FIELDS. 
H.R. 7853: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 7855: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 7905: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 7957: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 7973: Mr. VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 7985: Ms. BALINT. 
H.R. 8027: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 8033: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 8041: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 8056: Mr. BARR and Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 8092: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 8176: Mr. KEAN. 
H.R. 8236: Mr. BIGGS of Arizona. 
H.R. 8239: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia and Mr. 

GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 8261: Ms. BYNUM, Mr. SORENSEN, and 

Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 8267: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 8330: Mr. PERRY, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr. 

BEGICH, Mr. STEUBE, and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 8367: Mr. MILLS. 
H.R. 8421: Mr. CISNEROS, Ms. MORRISON, Mr. 

EVANS of Pennsylvania, and Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 8433: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 8555: Mr. POCAN and Mr. JOHNSON of 

Georgia. 
H.R. 8582: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. 

BROWNLEY, and Mr. CONAWAY. 
H.R. 8612: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 8630: Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 8666: Ms. BROWN, Ms. STEVENS, and 

Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 8707: Ms. MORRISON. 
H.R. 8730: Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. KENNEDY of 

New York, Mr. DOGGETT, and Ms. BROWN. 
H.R. 8742: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 8780: Mr. STEUBE and Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 8781: Mr. FALLON. 
H.R. 8839: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mrs. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 8892: Mrs. KIM. 
H.R. 8894: Mr. MOULTON, Mr. CARSON, and 

Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 8909: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ and Ms. 

CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 8914: Mr. FOSTER, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. 

MIN, Mr. MRVAN, and Mr. MAGAZINER. 

H.R. 8939: Ms. CLARKE of New York and Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois. 

H.R. 8957: Ms. SALAZAR. 
H.R. 9000: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

and Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 9032: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 9105: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine and Mr. 

VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 9124: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 9131: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 9145: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 9169: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 9183: Mrs. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 9194: Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 9210: Ms. SALINAS and Ms. MEJIA. 
H.R. 9222: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 9236: Mr. SHREVE. 
H.R. 9250: Mr. BAIRD, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. 

OBERNOLTE, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
CONAWAY, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. PAPPAS, Ms. 
MALLIOTAKIS, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. ROGERS of 
Kentucky, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. ROGERS of Ala-
bama, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. MACKENZIE, Mr. 
LIEU, Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. BISHOP. 

H.R. 9254: Mr. JACKSON of Texas. 
H.R. 9265: Mr. LATIMER. 
H.R. 9289: Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. 

CARBAJAL, and Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 9298: Mr. EZELL. 
H.R. 9311: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 9328: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 9329: Mrs. KIM. 
H.R. 9331: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. VICENTE 

GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 9337: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 9339: Ms. SCHRIER and Mr. EVANS of 

Colorado. 
H.R. 9340: Mr. MCCAUL and Mr. 

BAUMGARTNER. 
H.R. 9347: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 9351: Mr. GUEST and Mr. EVANS of Col-

orado. 
H.R. 9367: Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 9369: Mr. EVANS of Colorado. 
H.R. 9370: Mr. CISNEROS. 
H.R. 9387: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 9394: Mr. KENNEDY of New York. 
H.R. 9401: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. TORRES of 

New York. 
H.R. 9404: Mr. CORREA and Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 9408: Mr. CARSON, Mr. GARCÍA of Illi-

nois, and Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 9414: Ms. OMAR, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, 

and Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 9417: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 9426: Ms. BYNUM. 
H.R. 9433: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York and 

Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 9440: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 9442: Mrs. MCIVER. 
H.R. 9444: Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SALINAS, and 

Mr. TRAN. 
H.R. 9452: Mr. GUTHRIE. 
H.R. 9453: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 9482: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.J. Res. 54: Mr. BELL. 
H.J. Res. 108: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.J. Res. 189: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and 

Mr. WHITESIDES. 
H.J. Res. 195: Ms. FRIEDMAN. 
H.J. Res. 198: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H. Con. Res. 44: Mrs. GRIJALVA. 
H. Con. Res. 108: Ms. DEXTER, Mr. DOGGETT, 

Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
LOFGREN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. 
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, 
and Ms. CHU. 

H. Res. 479: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H. Res. 1035: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H. Res. 1188: Mr. LIEU and Mr. PALLONE. 
H. Res. 1223: Mr. AMODEI of Nevada and Mr. 

SUBRAMANYAM. 
H. Res. 1334: Mr. STAUBER, Mr. MANN, and 

Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H. Res. 1350: Mr. BISHOP and Ms. SALAZAR. 
H. Res. 1380: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. TRAN, Mr. 

CONAWAY, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. GARAMENDI, and 
Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
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H. Res. 1391: Mr. POCAN and Mr. BELL. 

f 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
PT-14. The SPEAKER presented a petition 

of Caddo Parish Commission, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, relative to Resolution No. 12 of 
2026, submitting Colonel Steven dePyssler 
for consideration as the subject of a U.S. 
Postal Stamp; which was referred to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

f 

AMENDMENTS 

Under clause 8 of rule XVIII, pro-
posed amendments were submitted as 
follows: 

H.R. 7007 

OFFERED BY: MR. RASKIN 

AMENDMENT NO. 1: Strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No Corrupt 
Agreements Requiring Taxpayer Expendi-
tures Benefitting Lawbreakers and Assorted 
Non-Prosecution Covenants, Handouts, and 
Emoluments Act of 2026’’ or the ‘‘NO CARTE 
BLANCHE Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. RESTRICTION ON FEDERAL FUNDS IN 

CONNECTION WITH TRUMP, ET AL. V. 
IRS, ET AL. 

No Federal funds may be used to create or 
make payments to fund the compensation 
fund created by the settlement agreement 
entered into on May 18, 2026, in connection 
with the disposition of Trump, et al. v. IRS, 
et al., Civil Action No. 1:26-cv-20609–KMW, 
before the U.S. District Court for the South-
ern District of Florida. 
SEC. 3. RESTRICTION ON CERTAIN PAYMENTS 

FOR COMPROMISE SETTLEMENTS 
OR AWARDS. 

Section 1304 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) A compromise settlement or award 
may not be paid to— 

‘‘(1) the President or Vice President; 
‘‘(2) the parent, spouse, child, or spouse of 

a child of the President or Vice President; 
‘‘(3) a presidentially-owned entity; 
‘‘(4) any member of the cabinet; 
‘‘(5) any individual who is employed by the 

Executive Office of the President who is paid 
at a rate of basic pay equivalent to or ex-
ceeding the GS–15 level; 

‘‘(6) a political appointee; and 
‘‘(7) an individual who served in a position 

described under paragraph (4), (5), or (6) dur-
ing the period for which the President who 
appointed such individual is in Office, in-
cluding any period after such individual 
leaves such a position. 

‘‘(f) A compromise settlement or award 
may not be paid with respect to a claim al-
leging harm resulting from an investigation, 
prosecution, or conviction for an offense re-
lated to— 

‘‘(1) the January 6, 2021, attack on the 
United States Capitol; or 

‘‘(2) the same facts or circumstances as a 
civil action filed against the United States 
that was dismissed with prejudice. 

‘‘(g)(1) Not later than 30 days after the date 
on which a payment of more than $100,000 is 
made for a compromise settlement or award 
in accordance with this section, or a series of 
compromise settlement or award payments 
reaches a total of more than $100,000 within 
the previous 4 years, and notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary of 

the Treasury shall report to the Chair and 
Ranking Members of the Committees on the 
Judiciary of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, the following: 

‘‘(A) The name of the plaintiff or awardee 
of such settlement or award. 

‘‘(B) The type of judgment for which the 
settlement or award was made. 

‘‘(C) The name of each attorney rep-
resenting the plaintiff or awardee. 

‘‘(D) The name of each agency involved in 
the claim and the name of each official ap-
proving such settlement or award. 

‘‘(E) A brief description of the facts and 
circumstances that gave rise to the settle-
ment or award and the authority authorizing 
such settlement or award. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
provide notice to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and 
of the Senate prior to certifying a payment 
for a compromise settlement or award in ac-
cordance with this section if that payment— 

‘‘(A) is of more than $250,000 to be made for 
a compromise settlement or award in accord-
ance with this section; 

‘‘(B) amounts to a total of more than 
$250,000 in payments for a series of com-
promise settlements or awards over the pre-
vious 4 years; or 

‘‘(C) is to be made on the basis of imminent 
litigation or suit against the United States, 
or against its agencies or officials upon obli-
gations or liabilities of the United States. 

‘‘(3) A payment for which a notice is re-
quired to be submitted under paragraph (2) 
may not be made for a period of 120 days 
after the date on which such notice is re-
ceived. 

‘‘(h) In the case that a compromise settle-
ment or award is made in violation of sub-
section (e) or (f), the Attorney General may 
bring a civil action against a plaintiff or 
awardee who received a settlement or award 
in violation of subsection (e) or (f) in an ap-
propriate district court for injunctive relief 
and repayment of such settlement or award. 

‘‘(i) Nothing in this section, or an amend-
ment made by this section, shall be con-
strued to prohibit Congress from appro-
priating funds for a payment prohibited by 
this section on an individual per claim basis. 

‘‘(j) A settlement or award made on or 
after January 20, 2025, (including any settle-
ment or award entered into prior to the date 
of the enactment of this subsection) shall be 
subject to the requirements of subsections 
(e) through (h). 

‘‘(k) The Secretary of the Treasury may 
not establish a compensation fund, or ap-
prove a payment to such a fund, and no Fed-
eral funds may be used by the Secretary to 
so establish such a fund or approve such a 
payment— 

‘‘(1) pursuant to a compromise settlement 
with the President; or 

‘‘(2) if such payment would be in violation 
of subsection (e) or (f) if made from the 
Judgment Fund. 

‘‘(l) In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘presidentially-owned entity’ 

means a corporation, association, partner-
ship, limited liability company, limited li-
ability partnership, other legal entity, or 
sole proprietorship in which the President or 
Vice President has an ownership stake, ex-
cept that such term does not include an enti-
ty in which more than 100 people have an 
ownership stake and the President or Vice 
President, as applicable, holds no more than 
five percent in a beneficial ownership stake 
and that— 

‘‘(A) issues securities registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission pursu-
ant to section 12 of the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78l); 

‘‘(B) is an investment company registered 
pursuant to section 8 of the Investment Com-
pany Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a–8) that does 
not have a stated policy of concentrating the 
investments of the investment company in 
any industry, business, single country other 
than the United States, or bonds of a single 
State within the United States; or 

‘‘(C) is a unit investment trust, as defined 
in section 4 of the Investment Company Act 
of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a–4) that— 

‘‘(i) is a regulated investment company, as 
defined in section 851 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986; and 

‘‘(ii) does not have a stated policy of con-
centrating the investments of the invest-
ment company in any industry, business, 
single country other than the United States, 
or bonds of a single State within the United 
States; and 

‘‘(2) the term ‘political appointee’ shall 
have the meaning given such term in section 
9803 of title 5.’’. 
SEC. 4. COMPROMISE SETTLEMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 161 of title 28, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 2414 the following: 

‘‘§ 2414a. Compromise settlements between 
the President and the United States 
‘‘(a) INVALIDITY.—In the case of any admin-

istrative claim, civil action, or other claim 
against the United States filed by the Presi-
dent (including a claim or civil action filed 
by an individual who assumed the Office of 
the President while such claim is pending), 
any covered agreement to resolve such claim 
or action is void ab initio unless such cov-
ered agreement is the subject of a court 
order giving it effect. A court of the United 
States may not issue such an order unless— 

‘‘(1) the President, if no such civil action 
has been filed, files a civil action before the 
court and files the proposed terms of the cov-
ered agreement with the court; and 

‘‘(2) the court conducts a hearing on the 
proposed terms of the covered agreement, 
with presentation of evidence by the parties, 
and thereafter enters the order giving effect 
to the terms of the covered agreement, that 
includes explicit findings of the court that— 

‘‘(A) the parties to the action are adverse; 
‘‘(B) the action was not brought to force a 

covered agreement with the United States; 
‘‘(C) the United States made a good faith 

effort to explore available defenses to the 
claims at issue and has a reasonable legal 
basis for its decision to enter into the cov-
ered agreement; 

‘‘(D) the covered agreement is not— 
‘‘(i) collusive; or 
‘‘(ii) the perpetration of a fraud on the 

court; and 
‘‘(E) the covered agreement is in the inter-

est of justice. 
‘‘(b) COVERED AGREEMENT DEFINED.—In 

this section, the term ‘covered agreement’ 
means any settlement agreement, consent 
decree, compromise settlement, or other 
agreement to resolve an administrative 
claim, civil action, or other claim against 
the United States. 

‘‘(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall 
apply to any covered agreement between the 
President and the United States concluded 
before, on, or after the date of enactment of 
this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 161 of title 28, United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after 
the item related to section 2414 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘2414a. Compromise settlements between the 

President and the United 
States.’’. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 3:45 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable STEVE 
DAINES, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The clerk read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 29, 2026. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable STEVE DAINES, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. DAINES thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL THURSDAY, 
JULY 2, 2026, AT 12:30 P.M. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands adjourned until 12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2026. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:45 and 30 
seconds p.m., adjourned until Thurs-
day, July 2, 2026, at 12:30 p.m. 
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HONORING GERTRUDE EVELYN 
BUCKANAGA 

HON. ILHAN OMAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a dearly beloved community member, 
Gertrude Evelyn Buckanaga, also known as 
‘‘Baswewe-Binewiik,’’ which means Echoing 
Thunderbird Woman. 

Ms. Buckanaga was born in Pine Point on 
the White Earth Reservation. As a child, Ms. 
Buckanaga and her siblings were sent to 
Pipestone Boarding School by a Becker Coun-
ty social worker. She later graduated from the 
Flandreau Indian School before going on to 
receive an Elementary Degree in Education 
from Concordia University in St. Paul, and fi-
nally earning a Master’s Degree in Counseling 
at the University of St. Thomas. The culmina-
tion of her life experiences and formal edu-
cation prepared her for a life dedicated to im-
proving the lives of Indigenous Minnesotans. 

Ms. Buckanaga was a fierce advocate for 
Indigenous rights and a guiding light for count-
less youth. Among her myriad accolades, she 
worked for the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, 
helping with the development of their GED 
program and the incorporation of Ojibwe cul-
ture in the Head Start program on the Leech 
Lake Reservation. Ms. Buckanaga was also 
one of the founding forces behind the creation 
of both the Upper Midwest American Indian 
Center in North Minneapolis and the Four Di-
rections Charter School, later starting the Fos-
ter Care Program for the Upper Midwest 
American Indian Center. She also aided in the 
creation of the American Indian Movement in 
the early 1960s. 

Although Ms. Buckanaga served the state of 
Minnesota in numerous ways, including serv-
ing on the American Indian Mental Health Ad-
visory Council, she fought tirelessly against 
state-backed injustices and worked relent-
lessly to uphold the Indian Child Welfare Act. 
She fought to preserve Indigenous cultures 
and ensure that future generations of children 
could grow up with the pride and security that 
had been deprived of Indigenous peoples for 
generations through government policy. 

Ms. Buckanaga is survived not only by her 
children, grandchildren, and great grand-
children, but also through the legacies she left 
behind and the impacts she made in Min-
nesota and across the country. She was a re-
silient champion for educational equity, a com-
passionate guardian for youth, and a fierce 
advocate for Indigenous rights. Please join me 
in honoring Gertrude Evelyn Buckanaga for 
her remarkable service. 

HONORING EUGENIO AUGUSTO 
SOTO BISCHOFF AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL 
FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Eugenio Augusto Soto Bischoff as a Distin-
guished Leader in Central Florida for Carib-
bean Heritage Month. Eugenio Augusto Soto 
Bischoff is a respected community leader, 
aviation professional, educator, and volunteer 
who has proudly called Orlando, Florida, home 
since 1996. Born and raised in Puerto Rico, 
he has dedicated his career and personal life 
to serving others through leadership, edu-
cation, community engagement and work force 
development. 

After a successful 20-year career in banking 
and financial services. where he held leader-
ship positions including senior branch man-
ager, Eugenio transitioned into the aviation in-
dustry to pursue his passion for training, logis-
tics, and operational excellence. Throughout 
his aviation career, he has served in customer 
service, materials logistics, quality assurance, 
auditing, and training, helping improve oper-
ational processes while strengthening safety 
and regulatory compliance programs. He cur-
rently serves as an instructor with JetBlue in 
Orlando, where he helps develop and inspire 
the next generation of aviation professionals. 

Beyond his professional accomplishments, 
Eugenio has made a lasting impact throughout 
Central Florida through extensive volunteerism 
and community service. He has supported or-
ganizations including The Orlando Repertory 
Theatre (The REP), the Salvation Army, the 
American Cancer Society, Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Central Florida. Goodwill Indus-
tries, and numerous other community-focused 
initiatives. His volunteer efforts have advanced 
education, the arts, financial literacy, hunger 
relief, and community development. 

Eugenio is also a dedicated volunteer with 
Gateway Orlando Main Street, where he has 
helped bring cultural events, local businesses, 
and nationally recognized artists to the com-
munity, contributing to the growth, vitality, and 
economic development of the Gateway Dis-
trict. 

He shares his commitment to service with 
his wife of 30 years, Mayra Andujar, a cancer 
survivor who has devoted herself to supporting 
health and cancer-related causes throughout 
her 11-year journey. Together, they have 
raised their daughter, Anna Teressa Soto, 
whose achievements in the performing arts re-
flect the family’s dedication to education, cre-
ativity, and service. 

Known for his compassion, leadership, and 
unwavering commitment to helping others, 
Eugenio continues to make a positive impact 
through education, mentorship, volunteerism, 
and community engagement throughout Cen-
tral Florida. 

RECOGNIZING THE JOHN D. RIDER 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
POST 11999 AND THEIR MOUN-
TAIN ASSAULT RETREAT 

HON. GABE VASQUEZ 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the John D. Rider Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) Post 11999 for their work 
supporting our veterans and servicemembers 
through their annual Mountain Assault retreat. 

Originally called the Warrior in Transition 
event, the program was established in 2011 
with the retreat goal of providing ill and injured 
servicemembers a chance to step away from 
the rigorous demands of recovery. It has since 
evolved into the Mountain Assault and allows 
soldiers to decompress and rehabilitate with 
the help of the great outdoors. 

This year commemorates the twelfth anni-
versary of the Mountain Assault retreat hosted 
by members of the VFW Post 11999. Every 
year, this retreat allows around forty 
servicemembers and their families from the 
Fort Bliss Soldier Recovery Unity to take a 
healing and peaceful trip to Sacramento Camp 
near Cloudcroft, New Mexico. Through exten-
sive fundraising and community support, the 
VFW provides meals, lodging, outdoor activi-
ties, and a supportive environment so that 
servicemembers can focus on healing, re-
connection, fellowship, and strengthening fam-
ily bonds. 

The retreat takes place in the Sacramento 
Mountains at about 7,500 feet of elevation, 
providing a secluded and tranquil setting for 
soldiers and families to focus on their 
wellbeing and rehabilitation. The goal is to 
help reduce isolation amongst injured 
servicemembers and remind them that they 
are supported, valued by the community, and 
appreciated for their sacrifices. 

VFW Post 11999 also supports their com-
munity through its Buddy Poppy program, 
scholarship competitions, community service 
projects, and veteran initiatives. In 2017, the 
Mountain Assault received the national Fred 
C. Hall Award, recognizing the dedication of 
its volunteers and community partners. With 
broad community support, fundraising, and do-
nations, they have successfully continued their 
mission through the Warrior in Transition and 
Mountain Assault events for fifteen years. 

On behalf of the people of New Mexico’s 
2nd Congressional District, I would like to con-
gratulate VFW Post 11999 for fifteen years of 
fulfilling their mission to support our brave 
men and women on their road to recovery. We 
are thankful for their work supporting our 
servicemembers, and we wish them continued 
success. 
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HONORING MAYOR WILLIAM D. 

TATE’S GOLDEN JUBILEE OF 
SERVICE 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Honorable William D. Tate as he 
celebrates his Golden Jubilee of service to the 
City of Grapevine, Texas. 

A native of Grapevine, Mayor Tate grew up 
along the city’s historic Main Street and devel-
oped a deep appreciation for its heritage, 
character, and people. For more than fifty 
years, he has served his community with 
steadfast leadership. integrity, and an unwav-
ering commitment to preserving the qualities 
that make Grapevine unique. 

Throughout his distinguished tenure. Mayor 
Tate has played an instrumental role in pro-
tecting Grapevine’s historic charm while 
thoughtfully guiding its growth into the vibrant 
and thriving community it is today. His leader-
ship has encouraged economic development, 
strengthened civic pride, and helped establish 
Grapevine as a destination recognized 
throughout Texas and beyond. 

In addition to his service as Mayor, William 
D. Tate is a respected attorney, historian, and 
storyteller whose knowledge and passion have 
enriched the cultural fabric of Grapevine. As 
one of the longest-serving mayors in the 
United States, his remarkable legacy reflects a 
rare and enduring dedication to public service. 

Mayor Tate’s Golden Jubilee represents far 
more than a milestone of years served. It is a 
celebration of a lifetime devoted to the citizens 
of Grapevine and of the profound impact his 
leadership has had on the identity and suc-
cess of the city. 

I congratulate Mayor Tate on his Golden Ju-
bilee and thank him for his extraordinary serv-
ice and enduring commitment to the Grape-
vine community. 

f 

HONORING LYMA DUNBAR AS A 
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker. I rise to honor 
Lyma Dunbar as a Distinguished Leader in 
Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage Month. 
Lyma Dunbar is the host of the talk show ‘‘The 
People’s Chat Room,’’ which has been on the 
Central Florida airwaves for the past 14 years. 
Also, from August 2022 to May 2023, she 
hosted ‘‘Caribbean Straight Talk,’’ which fo-
cused on the Caribbean Diaspora within Flor-
ida. 

Lyma uses her radio platform to encourage 
guests to share their challenges and suc-
cesses while educating listeners on health and 
wellness and local and national current affairs. 
She also invites community leaders and politi-
cians to share and discuss their portfolios and 
disseminate pertinent information. Over the 
years, she has expanded her platform to host 
town halls that encourage voters to share their 

concerns and give state and local politicians 
an opportunity to present their campaign port-
folios and respond to the concerns of Central 
Floridians. 

Lyma is also the editor-in-chief of iChunes 
Entertainment Magazine, a digital publication 
that offers a look into the lives, journeys, and 
musical success of some of the Caribbean’s 
biggest artists, some of whom reside in Cen-
tral Florida. She also writes the primary fea-
tures, and some of the supplemental articles, 
which feature Caribbean history. immigration 
concerns, health, wellness, and more. 

Along with Tishard Birmingham, the pro-
ducer of the talk show ‘‘The Peoples Chat 
Room,’’ Lyma hosts and performs in ‘‘Comedy 
Calypso Caribbean Jazz,’’ which is in its fourth 
year and hosts the free event, ‘‘A Caribbean 
Heritage Affair,’’ in downtown Orlando to en-
courage the public to interact and enjoy the 
culture of the Caribbean. This event is in its 
first year. 

In addition, she has been a clinical therapist 
serving the mental health needs of Central 
Florida residents for over 17 years. 

f 

HONORING TODEC AND CHIRLA 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker. I 
rise today to honor TODEC and the Coalition 
for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA) to 
commend their patriotism for assisting immi-
grant communities by promoting U.S. citizen-
ship and teaching English literacy skills for 
naturalization purposes ahead of our Nation’s 
250th birthday. 

TODEC was founded in the 1980s by Luz 
Maria and Antonia Ayala. The two were new 
Americans who were previously involved with 
the Michoacan, Mexico community and the 
United Farmworkers and Civil Rights Move-
ment in Los Angeles. Once they were ready to 
grow their family, they settled in the Inland 
Empire to build a new home. 

In the Inland Empire, the two witnessed 
their neighbors facing many injustices includ-
ing being profiled by police and immigration 
enforcement, mistreated by employers, and ig-
nored by politicians. 

They founded TODEC with the mission of 
empowering underserved communities to be-
come economically, socially, educationally, 
and civically self-sufficient while boosting indi-
vidual self-esteem and community well-being 
throughout the Inland Empire. 

TODEC achieves its mission by providing 
access to information through legal services, 
community education, advocacy, and civic en-
gagement for individuals with limited English- 
speaking skills, including immigrants and mi-
grant workers. 

In 1986, TODEC successfully fought for the 
passage of an immigration bill that granted 
amnesty to nearly 3 million new Americans. 
While this was only one of their first organizing 
wins, it helped set the foundation for decades 
of advocacy, including voter mobilization initia-
tives and letter-writing campaigns where 
TODEC youth shared their experiences navi-
gating struggles as undocumented Americans. 

Just like TODEC, the Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles, or CHIRLA, 

has championed services that support immi-
grant communities throughout the Inland Em-
pire and beyond. First founded as a nonprofit 
organization in 1986, CHIRLA’s mission was 
to ensure immigrants and refugees had sup-
port and protection, and they advanced immi-
grant-rights initiatives in the United States. 

For more than 40 years, CHIRLA worked 
with people both inside and outside of immi-
grant communities to strengthen democracy in 
a world where democratic values often fail to 
extend to our most vulnerable. 

From the late 1980s to today, CHIRLA has 
fought for progressive values in the Los Ange-
les region by helping open labor centers, fight-
ing against California Proposition 187, which 
would have denied education and other serv-
ices to undocumented immigrants, and bring-
ing forth the Development, Relief, and Edu-
cation for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act in the 
House of Representatives. 

In September 2023, under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, the Department of Homeland 
Security awarded a $450,000 grant to CHIRLA 
to assist them with providing services that help 
with citizenship instruction and naturalization 
services. Despite the Trump administration’s 
decision to cut $100,000 from the grant in 
2025, CHIRLA’s motivation did not dwindle; 
they continue to uplift immigrant communities 
in Los Angeles, and support policies that pro-
mote human, civil, and labor rights for every-
one. 

For decades, CHIRLA has led immigration 
leaders in the United States, and particularly 
the Los Angeles region, to fight for justice and 
equal opportunity for all Americans, not just a 
select few. Their efforts in California and be-
yond have not gone unnoticed. 

Both CHIRLA and TODEC have been in-
credible partners with my office. They have 
aided many of my constituents, helping them 
navigate our broken immigration system and 
much more. For their commitment to helping 
immigrant communities in California and be-
yond, it is my privilege to honor both TODEC 
and CHIRLA. Their patriotism and commitment 
to championing immigrant rights is worthy of 
the highest commendation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CONGRES-
SIONAL FOSTER YOUTH SHADOW 
DAY AND THE FOSTER YOUTH 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate two important efforts that connect 
current and former foster youth with federal 
policymakers—Foster Youth Shadow Day 
hosted by the National Foster Youth Institute 
in collaboration with the Congressional Cau-
cus on Foster Youth, and the Foster Youth In-
ternship Program hosted by the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption Institute in collaboration 
with the Congressional Coalition on Adoption 
Caucus. These groundbreaking programs pro-
vide foster youth the opportunity to bring their 
lived experiences to Capitol Hill by shadowing 
Members of Congress and advocating for fed-
eral child welfare policy. One of the greatest 
honors and the greatest challenges of my 
service in Congress has been listening to 
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youth who experienced foster care, learning 
from them, and trying to make sure we do bet-
ter in the future. 

Foster Youth Shadow Day is the culmination 
of a week-long program designed for young 
people with lived experience to advocate for 
federal child welfare policy. The youth receive 
training about how to share their experiences 
with policymakers to make child welfare laws 
better. The program concludes with the annual 
Foster Youth Shadow Day when the youth 
meet with and follow legislators. The 2026 
program marked the 16th Foster Youth Shad-
ow Day. I have appreciated the opportunity to 
listen to the ideas and concerns of the many 
young professionals connected with me during 
Foster Youth Shadow Day. This year, 41 dele-
gates from across the Nation participated in 
this important initiative. 

I am very proud to serve as one of the Co- 
Chairs of the Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Caucus—often known as the Adop-
tion Caucus—that has consistently saved as 
the voice for the needs of children who require 
safe, nurturing, and permanent families both in 
the United States and around the world for 40 
years. The Caucus collaborates with the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Institute to 
host the Foster Youth Internship Program. 
This competitive and rigorous program places 
youth in Congressional offices, educates them 
on federal policy and advocacy, requires in-
terns to produce a published Congressional 
policy report that includes their recommenda-
tions, and culminates in a Congressional brief-
ing on their work. I have had the privilege of 
hosting many FYI interns in my office over the 
years. I know first-hand that their ideas have 
translated into important legislation and laws 
to make life better for youth. Now in its 23rd 
year, this internship continues to provide 
young people with lived experience meaningful 
opportunities to share their stories, engage in 
federal policy advocacy, and contribute sub-
stantive policy research. 

According to federal Administration on Chil-
dren and Families, there were 331,747 chil-
dren in foster care in the U.S. during 2025. Al-
though family reunification remains the primary 
goal of the child welfare system, many chil-
dren spend years in care due to a range of 
complex circumstances. This issue is deeply 
important to me, and I have dedicated much 
of my work to advancing significant change. I 
have served as the senior Democrat on the 
Subcommittee with jurisdiction over child wel-
fare within the Committee on Ways and 
Means for almost 10 years. Some of my 
proudest accomplishments during my 30-year 
tenure in Congress include helping children 
and families by strengthening them so that 
they do not enter care, helping them get the 
support and services needed to home safely 
or to join a new loving family, and to help 
older youth who age out of care obtain the re-
sources need to transition successfully into 
independence. 

I am proud to work alongside organizations 
such as the Congressional Coalition on Adop-
tion Institute, the National Youth Institute, the 
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Caucus, 
and the Congressional Caucus on Foster 
Youth to elevate lived experience voices and 
advance federal child welfare policy. As the 
youth say, ‘‘Nothing about us without us.’’ 

HONORING CLARENCE DUNKLEY 
AS A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN 
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR CARIB-
BEAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Clarence Dunkley as a Distinguished Leader 
in Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage 
Month. Originally from Jamaica, Clarence 
Dunkley has proudly called America home for 
more than 32 years. Throughout those years, 
he has dedicated his life not only to the con-
struction industry, but also to uplifting others 
through humanitarian service and community 
leadership. 

Clarence is widely respected for his gen-
erosity, compassion, and commitment to giv-
ing back. Through his nonprofit organization, 
he has helped provide housing and support for 
veterans, ensuring those who served our 
country are not forgotten. His impact reaches 
far beyond his profession, as he continually 
works to strengthen and support the commu-
nity around him. 

Despite building a successful life in the 
United States, Clarence has never forgotten 
his roots. He frequently returns to Jamaica to 
give back to communities in need, reflecting 
his deep passion for humanitarian work and 
his dedication to helping others both locally 
and internationally 

Clarence Dunkley exemplifies the spirit of 
Caribbean Heritage Month through his leader-
ship, service, cultural pride, and unwavering 
commitment to making a difference in the lives 
of others. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DAVID H. HENDERSON, JR. 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of David H. Hender-
son, Jr., a beloved husband, father, grand-
father, brother, Marine, attorney, and faithful 
servant of God whose life was defined by 
service, integrity, humility, and love. 

David Henderson dedicated his life to serv-
ing his country, his community, and his family. 
While many knew him for his distinguished ca-
reer in the United States Marine Corps and 
the Department of Justice, those closest to 
him knew him as something even greater, a 
devoted husband and father, a trusted mentor, 
a man of deep faith, and someone who quietly 
made the lives of others better every day. 

Born to David H. Henderson, Sr., a retired 
United States Air Force Major, and Florence 
Steciak Henderson, David grew up in Okla-
homa, earning the rank of Eagle Scout before 
graduating from Del City High School. Even at 
a young age, he displayed the leadership that 
would define his life, serving as president of 
both his junior and senior classes and captain 
of the debate team. 

David attended the University of Oklahoma 
on an ROTC scholarship, where he excelled 
both academically and in the military. Upon 

earning his bachelor’s degree, he received the 
Marine Corps Sword as the top Marine grad-
uate in his class. Following Officer Candidate 
School, the Marine Corps selected him to at-
tend the University of Oklahoma College of 
Law. There, he graduated with honors and 
was inducted into the prestigious Order of the 
Coif, an honor reserved for the Nation’s finest 
law students. 

Over the course of a distinguished twenty- 
year career in the United States Marine Corps, 
David served as a military attorney, handling 
numerous nationally significant cases. Among 
the most notable was his representation of 
Sergeant Clayton Lonetree in the espionage 
case later chronicled in Rodney Barker’s 
Dancing with the Devil. Barker described 
David as a laid-back Oklahoman who ap-
peared more interested in hunting and fishing 
than courtroom battles, cautioning readers that 
‘‘it was a mistake to underestimate him.’’ Be-
neath that easygoing demeanor was a brilliant 
legal mind, sound judgment, and quiet con-
fidence that earned the admiration of col-
leagues and opponents alike. 

David also successfully represented Doug-
las Beane, a Vietnam-era serviceman who re-
turned after two decades away in hopes of 
seeing his dying father. Later, he represented 
a Marine captain at Guantanamo Bay in a 
case that would eventually inspire the film A 
few Good Men. 

In 1989, David was selected to serve as the 
military escort for James Pierce, the brother of 
First Lady Barbara Bush, during the Presi-
dential inaugural festivities. He retired from the 
Marine Corps in 1990 as a Major. 

His commitment to justice did not end with 
military service. After retiring from the Marine 
Corps, David became the first Public Defender 
appointed to serve the City of Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, along with the surrounding counties 
of Stafford, Spotsylvania, and King George. In 
1992, he joined the Office of the United States 
Attorney under U.S. Attorney Bob Wortham 
and faithfully served for two decades as an 
Assistant United States Attorney for the East-
ern District of Texas. 

Yet David would have been the first to say 
that his greatest accomplishments were never 
the titles he held or the cases he argued. 

He believed deeply in hard work, personal 
responsibility, and treating every person with 
dignity and respect. He had little interest in ac-
colades for their own sake. Instead, he meas-
ured success by the quality of one’s work, the 
strength of one’s character, and the impact 
one had on the lives of others. Those values 
guided every aspect of his life. 

Whether building a family home with his 
own hands, tending a garden, caring for live-
stock, or mentoring his children, David be-
lieved that anything worthwhile required effort. 
He taught his family that no job was beneath 
them and that honest work, done well, was 
among life’s greatest virtues. 

At the center of David’s life was his beloved 
wife, Lois. He often remarked that he was the 
luckiest man in the world and never quite un-
derstood how someone as wonderful as Lois 
had chosen him. Their marriage was marked 
by unwavering love, enduring friendship, 
steadfast faith, and complete devotion. To-
gether, they built a home filled with laughter, 
compassion, and example, teaching their chil-
dren and grandchildren what a faithful and lov-
ing marriage looks like. 

David also had a lifelong love for his Brit-
tany bird dogs. He spent countless hours 
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hunting, training, and caring for them. Though 
the dogs did not always share his enthusiasm 
for following instructions, they remained treas-
ured family members and brought him im-
measurable joy. 

In retirement, David devoted himself to serv-
ing others in new ways. For eight years, he 
volunteered at the Gib Lewis Prison, coun-
seling inmates battling addiction and helping 
them find hope, purpose, and redemption. He 
helped establish the Bridges to Life program 
under the direction of Father Frank Rossi and 
became deeply involved in restorative justice 
and prison ministry. In recognition of his ex-
traordinary volunteer service, the State of 
Texas honored him in 2020. 

A devoted Catholic, David was an active 
member of Our Lady of the Pines Catholic 
Church in Woodville, Texas. He faithfully 
served as a SCAP minister, cantor, Eucha-
ristic minister, lector, choir member, and par-
ticipated extensively in ACTS retreats and St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Prison Retreats. As a Third 
Degree Knight of Columbus, he found pro-
found purpose in living out his faith through 
service. 

Perhaps the simplest way to describe David 
Henderson is this: he spent his life helping 
people. 

Whether serving on the school board of his 
daughters’ school, defending a client, pros-
ecuting a case, mentoring a child, comforting 
a prisoner, serving his church, supporting his 
family, or simply returning shopping carts in a 
parking lot because he thought it might make 
someone else’s day a little easier, David con-
sistently chose service over self. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
David H. Henderson, Sr. and Florence Steciak 
Henderson. 

He is survived by his beloved wife, Lois 
Badeaux Henderson; his daughters, Mary 
Henderson Grimes and her husband, Sean 
Grimes, of Kingwood, Texas, and Anne Hen-
derson of Paris, France; his stepdaughter, Dr. 
Jessica Bergen and her husband, Dr. Edward 
Bergen, of Lake Charles, Louisiana; his step-
son, Michael DeJohn, Jr. and his wife, Aubrey 
DeJohn, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; his cher-
ished grandchildren, Olivia, Sophia, and 
Emma Bergen; Lola and Sully Grimes; and 
Adler DeJohn; his beloved sister, Jeanne Hen-
derson; and countless extended family mem-
bers, friends, colleagues, parishioners, and 
former clients whose lives were forever en-
riched by his kindness, wisdom, and guidance. 

David Henderson leaves behind a legacy 
measured not simply by his impressive profes-
sional accomplishments but by the countless 
lives he touched through his example. He 
taught those around him to work hard, think 
independently, serve generously, love deeply, 
and walk humbly with God. His family takes 
comfort in knowing that the values he em-
bodied continue to live on in the generations 
that follow. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation is stronger because 
of Americans like David H. Henderson, Jr.— 
men who quietly devoted their lives to faith, 
family, justice, and service. His legacy will en-
dure through the countless people he 
mentored, the family he loved so deeply, and 
the example he set for all who had the privi-
lege of knowing him. 

It is my honor to recognize his extraordinary 
life and ask that his memory forever remain a 
source of inspiration to us all. 

HONORING U.S. ARMY VETERAN 
HOWARD ‘‘SAM’’ WAITE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor United States Army veteran Howard 
‘‘Sam’’ Waite. Sam was born on July 2, 1926, 
in Pontiac, Michigan, and his military service 
spans three wartime periods and includes 
some of the most significant contlicts of the 
twentieth century. 

Raised in Poultney, Vermont, Sam was 
drafted in 1944 at the age of 18. He served as 
a rifleman assigned to Battery C, 658th Field 
Artillery Battalion, in the European Theater of 
Operations. Sam was in Germany on Victory 
in Europe Day, witnessing the surrender of 
Nazi Germany and the end of World War II in 
Europe. For his service, Sam earned the Eu-
ropean-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Rib-
bon. 

After the war, Sam reenlisted as an auto-
motive repairman and served through the Ko-
rean War, ascending through the non-commis-
sioned officer ranks and earning the Korean 
Service Medal with two Bronze Stars. Fol-
lowing Korea, Sam was stationed at Fort 
Hood, Texas, before transferring to the Pan-
ama Canal Zone, where he provided military 
assistance and economic aid by training local 
troops to operate U.S.-provided vehicles. Dur-
ing this assignment, Sam also traveled 
throughout South America, including visits to 
Bolivia, Chile, and Uruguay. 

Sam later served during the Vietnam War, 
earning the Republic of Vietnam Campaign 
Medal with Device. Returning to the United 
States, he spent two years as an Assistant 
Professor of Automotive Engineering at the 
United States Military Academy at West Point 
before being deployed to Iran during the tur-
moil of the 1960s. On June 7, 1966, Sam 
achieved the senior rank in the Army Non- 
Commissioned Officer Corps, often referred to 
as the backbone of the Army. In 1968, Sam 
retired as a highly decorated Sergeant Major 
after more than 24 years of military service. 

Following his retirement from the Army, 
Sam returned home to Granville, New York 
where he continued serving his community. 
He operated a Texaco gas station and repair 
shop for 16 years before spending the next 
four decades working in automotive air-condi-
tioning repair. Sam ultimately retired at the 
age of 88. 

On July 2, 2026, Sam will celebrate his 
100th birthday. His century of life has been 
defined by service, sacrifice, hard work, and 
devotion to both his country and his commu-
nity. On behalf of New York’s 21st Congres-
sional District, I am honored to recognize 
Howard ‘‘Sam’’ Waite and thank him for his 
extraordinary service to the United States. 

HONORING DARIO AND HUNNIE 
EMANS AS DISTINGUISHED 
LEADERS IN CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FOR CARIBBEAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dario and Hunnie Emans as Distinguished 
Leaders in Central Florida for Caribbean Herit-
age Month. Dario and Hunnie Emans are re-
spected entrepreneurs whose dedication to 
small business development and community 
engagement has contributed to economic 
growth within Florida’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict. Prior to relocating to Florida, both served 
more than 20 years with the New York City 
Department of Correction on Rikers Island. 
Hunnie Emans retired as an Emergency Serv-
ice Unit (ESU) officer, serving in a specialized 
unit responsible for emergency response and 
critical operations. Dario Emans retired as an 
assistant deputy warden and commanding offi-
cer of the Special Operations Division, where 
he provided leadership and oversight of spe-
cialized correctional operations and personnel. 

Following their retirement, the Emanses re-
directed their commitment to service toward 
entrepreneurship by founding Hunnies Body 
Boutique in St. Cloud, Florida. What began as 
a personal effort to find natural solutions for 
family skincare concerns evolved into a suc-
cessful small business focused on natural 
wellness and skincare products. Through re-
search, product development, and a dedica-
tion to quality, they transformed a home-based 
venture into a thriving brick-and-mortar bou-
tique serving customers throughout Osceola 
County and beyond. 

Under their leadership, Hunnies Body Bou-
tique has become recognized for its commit-
ment to customer education, wellness, and 
quality products while contributing to the local 
economy and supporting the continued growth 
of small businesses within the region. 

Hunnie Emans is an active member of the 
St. Cloud Chamber of Commerce and proudly 
serves as a Chamber Ambassador, helping 
welcome new businesses, foster professional 
relationships, and support initiatives that 
strengthen the local business community. 

Together, Dario and Hunnie Emans exem-
plify the values of public service, entrepreneur-
ship, and community involvement. Their com-
bined legacy of service—first through distin-
guished careers with the New York City De-
partment of Correction and now through their 
investment in Florida’s business community— 
reflects resilience, leadership, and an enduring 
commitment to the economic vitality of Flor-
ida’s 9th Congressional District. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF CAROL WROTNIAK 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and memory of Carol 
Wrotniak, who passed away on June 7, 2026, 
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at the venerable age of 94. Carol was a 
woman of deep faith and a cherished pillar of 
her community, leaving behind a profound leg-
acy of devotion and love. 

I wish to extend my deepest condolences to 
my dear friend and colleague, Representative 
TOM SUOZZI, his remarkable wife, Helene, and 
their family on the passing of her beloved 
mother. Carol’s life was defined by her unwav-
ering commitment to her family and her herit-
age. As a devoted Catholic and a proud mem-
ber of Glen Cove’s Polish community, she 
brought warmth, kindness, and generosity to 
everyone fortunate enough to know her. 

Above all, Carol was a cornerstone for her 
family. Her enduring love will live on through 
her children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children, who were the pride and joy of her 
life. 

Carol’s spirit continues to shine brightly 
through the lives of the many people she im-
pacted. I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering this remarkable individual and 
celebrating the inspiring life she lived. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF KAREN HENRY BEN 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member the life and legacy of Karen Henry 
Ben. Karen Henry Ben grew up in the Bogue 
Chitto and Conehatta community and attended 
Choctaw Central High School where she 
served as Drum Major, was Salutatorian, and 
was a talented athlete representing the War-
riors on the athletic field. 

Her first job was at the Baptist Indian Cen-
ter. Later, she was employed with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs-Choctaw Agency. Karen also 
held various positions within the Choctaw Trib-
al Government Operations including jobs with 
the Choctaw Tribal Schools, Choctaw Social 
Services, Choctaw Housing Authority, Choc-
taw Attorney General’s Office, and the Realty 
Program where she handled converting the 
Tribe’s land acquisitions into trust with the De-
partment of the Interior. 

During her tenure of service to the tribe, she 
served on the Grievance Committee, as a 
Choctaw translator in judiciary settings for trib-
al members, and on the Choctaw Boxing 
Commission. Karen was a devout advocate for 
tribal members and was instrumental in help-
ing to protect the Tribe’s sovereignty in her 
various capacities. 

She was known for her belief in service to 
her community, service to her fellow man and 
family, and she will always be remembered for 
her love of the Pearl River Community and her 
church, Pearl River Baptist Church. 

Her legacy of service and love for others 
lives on through the lives of those she cared 
for, including her daughter Cheriena Ben and 
her two sons, Ira Ben and Chief Cyrus Ben. I 
am thankful for the opportunity to remember 
the life and legacy of Karen Henry Ben. 

RECOGNIZING MR. CLIFF BERRY II 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Cliff Berry II, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Cliff Berry, Inc. 
(CBI), a major environmental services and 
maritime response company headquartered in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

For more than 60 years, Cliff Berry, Inc. has 
served both the private and public sectors, 
providing critical environmental services and 
24-hour emergency response to oil and chem-
ical spills throughout the United States and the 
Bahamas. The company operates seven facili-
ties across Florida and employs more than 
200 full-time professionals with specialized 
equipment and expertise. 

Under Cliffs leadership, the company ex-
tends its sincere appreciation to the veterans 
and service members who serve our Nation 
and recognizes the leadership, discipline, and 
commitment they bring to the civilian work-
force. CBI proudly supports and employs vet-
erans, members of the National Guard and 
Reserve, and military families throughout Flor-
ida. 

Cliff is committed to compliance with the 
Uniformed Services Employment and Reem-
ployment Rights Act (USERRA) and supports 
employees who are called to military service. 
The company remains dedicated to protecting 
their employment rights, benefits, and reem-
ployment opportunities while also recognizing 
the sacrifices and contributions of military fam-
ilies. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Mr. Cliff Berry II for his outstanding commit-
ment to hiring and supporting our Nation’s vet-
erans and Reserve Components in Florida’s 
23rd Congressional District. His leadership 
and dedication serve as an example of patriot-
ism, service, and support for those who de-
fend our Nation. 

f 

HONORING DR. MELANIE 
MELENDEZ GARCIA AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL 
FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Dr. 
Melanie Melendez Garcia as a Distinguished 
Leader in Central Florida for Caribbean Herit-
age Month. Dr. Melanie Melendez Garcia is a 
Puerto Rican-born emergency physician, en-
trepreneur, and community leader whose dedi-
cation to healthcare and service has made a 
lasting impact throughout Central Florida and 
Florida’s 9th Congressional District. 

After earning her medical degree and com-
pleting her emergency medicine training in 
Puerto Rico, Dr. Melendez Garcia moved to 
Florida and answered a calling that extended 
beyond hospital walls. Recognizing the 
healthcare challenges faced by uninsured and 
immigrant communities, she founded MG 
Medical Center, where she provides excellent 

care to Latino and immigrant families. She 
partnered with the Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment and became the first clinic to success-
fully integrate all medical services required for 
unaccompanied minors’ immigration medical 
evaluations into a single visit. In 2025, her 
practice was recognized by the Orlando Sen-
tinel Media Group, in Central Florida Favorites 
as Best Medical Facility. 

While continuing to serve as an emergency 
physician—a vocation she remains deeply 
committed to—Dr. Melendez Garcia has also 
provided care to underserved populations 
through the federal Indian Health Service. 

Believing that service extends beyond medi-
cine, Dr. Melendez Garcia has become an ad-
vocate for entrepreneurship and community 
development. She currently serves as vice 
president of the Puerto Rican Chamber of 
Commerce of Central Florida, having pre-
viously served as director of the Osceola 
Chapter and Director of Trustees. Through her 
leadership, she mentors and empowers aspir-
ing entrepreneurs, particularly healthcare pro-
fessionals, helping them transform their 
dreams into successful businesses. 

Dr. Melendez Garcia was featured in 
Nosotras Latina Magazine in 2023 and ac-
tively participates in faith-based and commu-
nity leadership initiatives dedicated to empow-
ering others. 

A devoted wife, mother, physician, and serv-
ant leader, Dr. Melendez Garcia believes that 
the greatest measure of success is not found 
in titles or accomplishments, but in the lives 
touched and the communities strengthened 
through service. 

f 

HONORING LINDA JACOBS 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Linda Jacobs for her more than four 
decades of extraordinary public service as a 
nonprofit leader. 

From an early age in Coral Gables, Florida, 
Linda’s parents demonstrated the importance 
of community service, serving as volunteers 
for their Jewish congregation and youth 
sports. As a young adult, Linda herself was an 
outspoken advocate for the green party, the 
women’s movement, and civil rights. She 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Uni-
versity of South Florida and soon after moving 
to San Francisco in 1978, joined the Break-
through Foundation, a nonprofit that won na-
tional acclaim for helping change the trajectory 
of at-risk youth. During her seven-year tenure 
at the organization, Linda established funding 
for scholarships to cover all participating 
youth. This was the start of a long career 
building and strengthening nonprofits in the 
Bay Area. 

Linda’s work in Marin County began in the 
early 1990s and includes a breadth and depth 
of professional roles, including as the develop-
ment director for Marin Child Care Council; the 
development and public affairs director for 
Planned Parenthood of Marin, Sonoma, and 
Mendocino; and executive director of the Mill 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. In 2002, she 
joined the Volunteer Center of Marin as their 
chief executive officer. She went on to trans-
form the organization first into the Center for 
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Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership (CVNL) 
and later extended its reach into Sonoma 
County, Napa County, and Solano County. 

For decades, Linda led CVNL with an un-
wavering belief in the power of the nonprofit 
system, expanding key programs such as the 
Heart of Marin Awards, strengthening volun-
teer engagement, and developing partnerships 
that elevated local nonprofits across the re-
gion. She supported communities during tur-
bulent and uncertain times, from the pandemic 
and wildfires to funding cuts, and developed 
critical scholarships to allow nonprofits of all 
sizes and budgets to take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by CVNL. 

A mentor to hundreds of nonprofit leaders, 
Linda is known as a fierce advocate, steady in 
the face of uncertainty and strategic in her 
long-term vision. She has served on the Board 
of Directors for the School to Career Partner-
ship, Marin Economic Forum, and the Points 
of Light Assembly. She is also the former 
Board Chair of the California Association of 
Nonprofits, a former appointee to the Marin 
County Women’s Commission, and past Presi-
dent of the Marin National Organization for 
Women. In recognition of her tireless work 
supporting nonprofits, Linda was inducted into 
the Marin Women’s Hall of Fame in 2010, 
among other honors and awards acquired 
over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege and honor 
to work with Linda over the course of her no-
table career. She is a smart, generous and 
impactful person and leaves an indelible posi-
tive impact on Northern California and all 
those nonprofits and volunteers she supported 
and inspired throughout her career. I respect-
fully ask that you join me in expressing heart-
felt gratitude to Linda for her generosity of 
spirit, innumerable good deeds, and in send-
ing her best wishes on her next endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF 
KERMAN’S 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM GRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. GRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the City of Kerman as it celebrates 80 
years as an incorporated city on July 3, 2026. 

The site of Kerman was first established by 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company as a 
train station in 1891. It was at this site in 1892 
that the famous Sontag and Evans gang held 
up the San Francisco-Los Angeles passenger 
train, one of the last train robberies in the 
country. 

Settlement and cultivation of the Kerman 
area began and continued through the turn of 
the century as irrigation projects brought water 
to the area, primarily from the Kings River to 
the south. In 1900, William G. Kerckhoff and 
Jacob Mansar purchased around 3,027 acres 
of land and formed the Fresno Irrigated Farms 
Company. 

In 1906, the town was renamed Kerman by 
combining the names Kerckhoff and Mansar. 
By 1914, Kerman had an estimated population 
of 400 people surrounded by 29,000 acres of 
producing cropland. The Kerman Creamery 

was a significant business and produced 
about 1,600 pounds of butter daily. In 1921, 
Madera Avenue was paved from the Southern 
Pacific railroad tracks north to the San Joa-
quin River, and streetlights were installed from 
the tracks to Whitesbridge Road. 

In 1946, the 1,050 residents of Kerman 
voted to incorporate. Sitting at the crossroads 
of State Route 145 and 180, Kerman has 
seen waves of residential and business growth 
that have expanded the city. 

Today, Kerman has a population nearing 
20,000 and is the largest city in West Fresno 
County. Still surrounded by agriculture, 
Kerman has also become a popular bedroom 
community to Fresno through its continued 
growth, family atmosphere, and supportive 
local businesses and employers. 

Please join me in honoring the 80th Anni-
versary of the City of Kerman, where commu-
nity comes first. 

f 

HONORING COMSTOCK & HOLT, 
INC. ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 
170TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Comstock & Holt, Inc. on the 
occasion of its remarkable 170th anniversary. 
Since its founding in 1856, Comstock & Holt 
has stood as a cornerstone of American trade 
and remains the Nation’s oldest continuously 
operating duty drawback specialist. For nearly 
two centuries, the company has exemplified 
the entrepreneurial spirit, innovation, and dedi-
cation that have helped drive American eco-
nomic growth. 

Comstock & Holt’s legacy is deeply tied to 
the duty drawback program, the oldest trade 
instrument in the United States. Established 
through the Tariff Act of 1789, duty drawback 
is founded on the principle that duties should 
not be permanently imposed on goods that do 
not remain in American commerce. By allow-
ing businesses to recover duties paid on im-
ported products that are later exported, the 
program strengthens American manufacturing, 
promotes exports, and enhances the competi-
tiveness of U.S.businesses around the world. 

Founded in New York City by Charles J. 
Holt and William H. Holt, the company has 
provided uninterrupted service for 170 years. 
Through wars, economic downturns, techno-
logical advances, and significant changes in 
trade policy. Comstock & Holt has remained a 
trusted partner to American businesses, its ex-
pertise has helped countless companies navi-
gate complex customs laws and reclaim funds 
rightfully available to them under federal law. 

The company’s history includes the incorpo-
ration of C.J. Holt & Co. in 1919 and its even-
tual combination with Comstock & Theakston, 
Inc., founded in 1894. In 2025, the firms for-
mally united under the name Comstock & Holt, 
Inc., bringing together more than 300 years of 
combined industry expertise. Beyond serving 
clients, the company has played a leading role 
in shaping modern drawback regulations, edu-
cating the trade community, and advancing 
improvements to the drawback system. 

For 170 years, Comstock & Holt has re-
mained committed to the principles that have 
guided American trade since our Nation’s 
founding. Its work supports industries ranging 
from agriculture and manufacturing to pharma-
ceuticals and technology, helping American 
companies compete in the global marketplace. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Comstock & Holt, Inc. on this historic 
milestone and in recognizing its extraordinary 
contributions to American commerce and 
trade. 

f 

HONORING ROGER COLÓN AS A 
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Roger Colón as a Distinguished Leader in 
Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage Month. 
Roger Colón serves as the program director of 
the Central Florida InternationaI Trade Office 
(CFITO), which serves multiple counties 
throughout Central Florida, including Orange 
and Osceola. In this leadership role, he is re-
sponsible for advancing international trade op-
portunities, supporting business competitive-
ness, and strengthening the region’s global 
economic engagement. 

As part of his commitment to our business 
community, Mr. Colón works closely with busi-
nesses to help them export U.S. goods and 
services. Through educational programs, one- 
on-one consultations, and industry outreach, 
he assists companies in developing export 
strategies, identifying international opportuni-
ties, and connecting with key trade resources 
that facilitate global growth. 

In addition to supporting exporters, Mr. 
Colón is a valuable resource for the region’s 
importing community. During the height of the 
U.S. tariff changes in 2025, Mr. Colón played 
a critical role in educating businesses through-
out the district on the implications of new im-
port duties and tariff regulations. He provided 
timely guidance to companies on how to navi-
gate evolving trade policies, maintain compli-
ance, and identify strategies to avoid, mitigate, 
or recover costs associated with increased im-
port tariffs. His efforts helped many busi-
nesses better understand the financial and 
operational impacts of the changing trade en-
vironment and make informed decisions to 
protect their supply chains and profitability. 

As program director, Mr, Colón expanded 
the scope and impact of the trade office by in-
corporating a stronger emphasis on trade de-
velopment. One of his most notable achieve-
ments has been bringing the LATAM Trade 
Expo to the Orlando region. This annual event 
has grown into a premier platform for bilateral 
trade engagement between businesses and 
institutions from the United States, Mexico, 
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and Chile. 
Through initiatives such as LATAM Trade and 
other international business development pro-
grams, Mr. Colón has helped strengthen Cen-
tral Florida’s position as a global gateway for 
commerce. 
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HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE LOWVILLE VIL-
LAGE BRAND 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 200th anniversary of the founding of 
Lowville Village Band. 

Originally known as the Union Band upon its 
formation in 1826 the founding members 
began a tradition of playing music in the local 
park. The band changed names several times 
it is first 100 years reflecting the instruments 
they played, the Union Band reformed as the 
Lowville Saxhorn Band in 1856. During this 
time the band would perform all over Northern 
New York and even into Canada. These per-
formances were part of parades, festivals, and 
private parties as well as sometimes on 
steamboats. During the Civil War their per-
formances dwindled as other duties called 
members away but following the war they re-
formed as the Lowville Cornet Band before a 
local philanthropist, Francis K. Leonard do-
nated silver instruments to the band along with 
other generous donations leading them to 
rebrand as the Leonard Silver Cornet Band. 
Four years later they chose to rename them-
selves the Lowville Cornet & Orchestra Band. 

Over the years the band has been led by 
extremely talented musicians, including Frank-
lin A. Thompson, who had previously played 
with the United States Marine Corps Band and 
Buffalo Bill Wild West Show Band; Luther 
Askin, who helped found the New York State 
School Music Association and Lowville Acad-
emy Band, and Perl Johnson, who served in 
World War I as a member of the American Ex-
peditionary Force and led field music for the 
310th Infantry Regiment. 

In the 1930s the band officially became the 
Lowville Village Band, the name it has held 
ever since. Today, the band’s ensemble con-
sists of approximately 50 brass, woodwind, 
and percussion musicians who range in age 
from 14 to 80. The band hosts a very popular 
summer concert series where they play 
marches and patriotic music from the past at 
the Lowville Veterans Memorial Park. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I rec-
ognize the Lowville Village Band for 200 years 
of bringing music to the Village of Lowville and 
communities across our region. 

f 

HONORING 200 YEARS OF SERVICE 
BY UNITED STATES ARMY GAR-
RISON FORT HAMILTON 

HON. NICOLE MALLIOTAKIS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the bicentennial 
anniversary of United States Army Garrison 
Fort Hamilton, a historic institution in my dis-
trict that has served our Nation with distinction 
for 200 years and remains an enduring symbol 
of patriotism, military readiness, and public 
service. 

The grounds of Fort Hamilton hold a pro-
found connection to the founding of our Na-

tion. During the American Revolutionary War, 
the site served as a strategic defense position 
overlooking the Narrows. On July 4, 1776, an 
American battery located there, then known as 
the Narrows Fort, fired upon the British war-
ship HMS Asia in defense of New York Har-
bor. Just weeks later, British forces landed at 
Gravesend Beach and Denyse’s Wharf, on 
what is now the footprint of Fort Hamilton, 
launching the campaign that culminated in the 
Battle of Brooklyn, the first major battle fought 
after the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the largest troop engagement 
of the Revolutionary War. 

Recognizing the strategic importance of the 
location, the United States Government laid 
the cornerstone for Fort Hamilton on June 11, 
1825. Named in honor of Alexander Hamilton, 
our Nation’s first Secretary of the Treasury, 
and designed by renowned military engineer 
Simon Bernard, the fort was completed in 
1831. Today, it stands as the fourth-oldest ac-
tive military installation in the United States. 

For two centuries, Fort Hamilton has faith-
fully served our Nation. During the Civil War, 
it functioned as a critical Union fortification and 
training center. In both World War I and World 
War II, the installation played a vital role as an 
embarkation and separation center for Amer-
ican service members deploying overseas and 
returning home. 

In recognition of its historical significance, 
Fort Hamilton was designated a Historic Land-
mark on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1974. Its rich legacy is preserved 
through the Harbor Defense Museum, the only 
Army museum in New York City, which safe-
guards and showcases artifacts spanning from 
the American Revolution through World War II. 

Today, Fort Hamilton remains the only ac-
tive-duty military installation in New York City. 
It provides critical operational, logistical, and 
community support to more than 50,000 vet-
erans, retirees, active-duty service members, 
and their families. The installation has repeat-
edly answered the call to support civil authori-
ties during times of crisis, including following 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 
during Hurricane Sandy, and throughout the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

The year 2025 marked Fort Hamilton’s 
200th anniversary—a remarkable milestone 
that coincides with the United States Army’s 
250th birthday and serves as a bridge to our 
Nation’s semiquincentennial in 2026. This 
celebration offers an opportunity to reflect 
upon the generation of soldiers, civilian em-
ployees, veterans, and military families whose 
dedication and sacrifice have strengthened 
both our local communities and our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring United States Army Garrison Fort 
Hamilton for 200 years of unwavering service 
to New York and the United States of Amer-
ica. May its proud legacy continue for genera-
tions to come. 

f 

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF 
ISLAMIC RESOURCE GROUP 

HON. ILHAN OMAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Islamic Resource Group on the occa-
sion of its 25th anniversary. 

Islamic Resource Group (IRG) was founded 
on June 19, 2001, as a nonprofit educational 
outreach organization committed to building 
bridges of understanding between Minnesota 
Muslims and the broader Minnesota commu-
nity. For 25 years, Islamic Resource Group 
has served Minnesota through educational re-
sources, community dialogue, mosque visits, 
professional development, interfaith engage-
ment, public programs, and media outreach 
that promote religious literacy, mutual under-
standing, and respect. 

Since its founding, Islamic Resource Group 
has delivered over 8,000 educational presen-
tations to over half a million Minnesotans in 
face-to-face settings. Its work has reached 
schools, businesses, government agencies, 
houses of worship, and community organiza-
tions across Minnesota and beyond. IRG has 
worked closely with educators and school dis-
tricts, including through a long-standing pres-
ence at the Education Minnesota Professional 
Conference since 2002. Its interfaith initiatives 
have connected hundreds of faith communities 
with Minnesota Muslims and strengthened re-
lationships among neighbors of many religious 
and cultural backgrounds. I am deeply grateful 
for the crucial work IRG has done to combat 
rising Islamophobia and build interfaith com-
munities. 

IRG’s Minnesota Muslim Experience Project 
and Tracks in the Snow Exhibit have helped 
tell the stories of Minnesota Muslims and ex-
pand public understanding of a community 
that has long contributed to the life and history 
of this great state. Through its annual Building 
Bridges Awards, IRG has honored Minneso-
tans whose work advances understanding, 
justice, service, and relationship building 
across communities. 

As Islamic Resource Group marks 25 years 
of service, I would like to recognize its impor-
tant contribution to religious literacy, interfaith 
understanding, public education, and civic life 
in Minnesota. Please join me in congratulating 
Islamic Resource Group, its leaders, staff, vol-
unteers, speakers, partners, and supporters 
on this milestone anniversary, and in thanking 
them for their continued work building bridges 
of understanding across Minnesota. 

f 

HONORING DR. ALOMA THERESA 
INGRAM AS A DISTINGUISHED 
LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA 
FOR CARIBBEAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Dr. 
Aloma Theresa Ingram as a Distinguished 
Leader in Central Florida for Caribbean Herit-
age Month. Dr. Aloma Theresa Ingram, a na-
tive of Kingston, Jamaica, is a naturalized cit-
izen of the United States and a visionary lead-
er with a remarkable track record in early 
childhood education. 

Her passion for nurturing young minds led 
her to attain a director credential in Early 
Childhood Education and become an eminent 
specialist and trainer-facilitator in the field. 

An ardent advocate for global education, Dr. 
Ingram holds prestigious titles as an Honorary 
Queen Mother in the Paramount Palace in the 
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Eastern Region of Ghana, West Africa, and as 
a Queen with the Numidoria Kingdom for Afri-
cans in the Diaspora. Her commitment to 
peace and education is further demonstrated 
through her roles as a Peace Ambassador 
and Consulate of Education with the 
Numidoria Kingdom’s Embassy. 

Beyond her educational endeavors, Dr. 
Ingram is a multitalented entrepreneur, excel-
ling as a cosmetologist/trainer, restaurant 
manager/owner, and beauty spa owner/oper-
ator. Her diverse skill set also extends to pro-
gram directing, as she serves as a church di-
rector for the seniors’ program, praise dance, 
and drama. 

Dr. Ingram ’s impact transcends borders as 
she has authored influential works and holds 
a key position as a Jamaica Red Cross Soci-
ety Council member. Her dedication to the 
well-being of others is further evident through 
her role as a guidance counselor, minister, 
motivational speaker, mother and advocate. 

f 

HONORING THE LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Lake Champlain Research Insti-
tute in the Center for Earth and Environmental 
Science at SUNY Plattsburgh on the dedica-
tion of its new research vessel, the R/V 
Leptodora. 

The Leptodora replaces LCRI’s longtime re-
search vessel, the Gruendling, which has 
served researchers on Lake Champlain for 
more than three decades. This state-of-the-art 
vessel will expand the Institute’s ability to con-
duct cutting-edge research, support student 
training, and advance our understanding of 
Lake Champlain. Under the leadership of Dr. 
Timothy Mihuc, the Institute has built a reputa-
tion for scientific excellence through invest-
ments in modern laboratory equipment, ad-
vanced field instruments, and innovative moni-
toring technologies that provide critical data on 
the health of Lake Champlain. 

The Leptodora was made possible through 
a strong partnership with the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission, which provided $750,000 
toward construction of the custom-built vessel, 
along with additional support for a multi-year 
deep-lake ecology research initiative. The new 
vessel will play a central role in that project, 
enabling scientists and students to collect data 
more efficiently and safely while expanding re-
search opportunities on the lake. The Com-
mission’s continued investment reflects its 
longstanding commitment to scientific re-
search, fisheries management, and environ-
mental stewardship throughout the region. 

Named after Leptodora kindtii, a transparent 
zooplankton species found in Lake Champlain 
and an important component of the lake’s food 
web, the vessel symbolizes the Institute’s mis-
sion to better understand and protect the com-
plex ecosystems that sustain the lake. 
Through research conducted aboard the 
Leptodora, SUNY Plattsburgh students will 
gain invaluable hands-on experience while 
contributing to the scientific knowledge needed 
to preserve Lake Champlain for future genera-
tions. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I ex-
tend my sincere gratitude to the Lake Cham-
plain Research Institute, the Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission, Dr. Mihuc and his team, and 
all of the partners whose dedication and sup-
port have made this important achievement 
possible. Their work strengthens the North 
Country, advances freshwater science, and 
helps ensure the long-term health and preser-
vation of Lake Champlain. 

f 

HONORING ARTHUR JAMES 
REDDICK ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Arthur James Reddick on the occasion 
of his 100th birthday. 

Arthur is a member of the Greatest Genera-
tion. On June 26, 1926, he was born in Jersey 
City, New Jersey to Alice and William 
Reddick. Arthur served in the Army Air Corps, 
a predecessor to the U.S. Air Force from July 
1944 to August 1946 where he earned five 
medals. Following his discharge from service, 
Arthur returned to New Jersey to launch a 
long career in business, including employment 
with American Home Products, General Foods 
and ultimately running his own business—Pro-
motion Designers and Manufacturing. 

Arthur and his wife Susan moved to Glen 
Head, New York in 1990 and became parish-
ioners at St. Patrick’s Church in Glen Cove. 
They spent many years in Sarasota, Florida 
but returned to the North Shore, settling in 
Glen Cove in 2017. 

As Arthur celebrates this milestone birthday, 
I want to thank him for his service to our coun-
try and for defending the values we hold so 
dear. The deeds and sacrifices made by the 
Greatest Generation, including by Arthur, will 
be remembered with gratitude for generations 
to come. I thank Arthur and wish him a happy 
birthday. 

f 

HONORING BELINDA ORTIZ 
KIRKEGARD AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL 
FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Be-
linda Ortiz Kirkegard as a Distinguished Lead-
er in Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage 
Month. Belinda Ortiz Kirkegard is president of 
the National Entrepreneur Center (NEC), an 
internationally recognized entrepreneurial sup-
port organization serving Central Florida’s 
small business community. She holds a Mas-
ter of Public Administration from Troy Univer-
sity, a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and 
Public Administration from the University of 
Central Florida, and is a Certified Economic 
Development Finance Professional. 

Ms. Kirkegard has dedicated more than 
three decades to advancing economic devel-
opment, entrepreneurship, and community en-

gagement throughout Florida. Prior to joining 
the NEC in 2023, she served as economic de-
velopment director for the City of Kissimmee, 
where she established and led the city’s eco-
nomic development program. During her ten-
ure, she helped attract more than $50 million 
in private investment, developed strategic ini-
tiatives focused on healthcare and aerospace 
industry growth, and contributed to projects 
that expanded the city’s tax base and 
strengthened regional economic competitive-
ness. 

Earlier in her career, Ms. Kirkegard served 
in leadership roles with Orange County gov-
ernment, the Central Florida Hotel & Lodging 
Association, and statewide public affairs initia-
tives. She is recognized for building collabo-
rative partnerships among business, govern-
ment, nonprofit, and community stakeholders 
to achieve measurable economic and commu-
nity outcomes. 

Ms. Kirkegard currently serves on the Va-
lencia College District Board of Trustees and 
the AdventHealth Central Florida Division 
Board. She previously served on the Greater 
Orlando Aviation Authority Board, including as 
treasurer, and has held leadership positions 
with numerous business, economic develop-
ment, healthcare, and civic organizations 
throughout Central Florida. 

Her professional achievements have earned 
numerous recognitions, including Orlando 
Magazine’s 2026 Woman of the Year, the Or-
lando Business Journal’s Women Who Mean 
Business Award, Florida Trend’s ‘‘People to 
Know’’ designation, and the Orlando Magic 
and Florida Blue Small Business Champion 
Award. Through her leadership, Ms. Kirkegard 
has helped expand opportunities for entre-
preneurs, strengthen regional economic devel-
opment efforts, and advance community pros-
perity across Florida. 

f 

HONORING ELLIE COHEN 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ellie Cohen on the occasion of her re-
tirement from The Climate Center (The Cen-
ter) and to honor her decades of visionary 
leadership. 

Under her leadership as chief executive offi-
cer, The Climate Center helped catalyze Cali-
fornia’s status as a global leader in addressing 
the climate crisis. Ellie played an integral role 
in advancing policies to modernize our electric 
grid and prioritize nature-based climate solu-
tions, broadening the organization’s impact, 
deepening its policy engagement, and building 
coalitions across sectors to meet the scale of 
the climate crisis. The Center was helped in 
efforts to reform and extend California’s signa-
ture climate program to further reduce green-
house gas emissions. She also expanded The 
Center’s public education role: convening their 
annual California Climate Policy Summit, 
hosting dozens of webinars, producing policy 
briefs, and engaging lawmakers at global cli-
mate meetings to elevate California’s leader-
ship. Her work and accomplishments at The 
Center will shape policy and environmental 
outcomes for generations to come. 

Prior to joining The Climate Center, Ellie 
spent nearly two decades as President and 
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CEO of Point Blue Conservation Science. 
There, she led the growing organization to sig-
nificant accomplishments, including attaining 
official Observer NGO status at the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate 
Change as well as helping to direct nearly 
$100 million of conservation investments 
across more than two million acres of public 
and agricultural land. Her leadership helped 
coastal communities plan for sea level rise, 
guided climate small restoration on working 
lands, and strengthened partnerships among 
agencies, non-profit organizations, land trusts, 
ranchers, farmers, and educators throughout 
California. 

Ellie’s leadership has been recognized with 
numerous accolades over the years both by 
her peers and partners including the Beyond 
Duke Alumni Award for Service and Leader-
ship, the National Park Service Pacific West 
Region Partnership Award, and the Bay Na-
ture Environmental Hero Award. She has also 
been designated one of the ‘‘100 Women Tak-
ing the Lead to Save Our Planet.’’ Ellie’s pro-
fessional achievements are matched only by 
her academic accomplishments. She earned 
her undergraduate degree with honors in bot-
any from Duke University and a Master of 
Public Policy from Harvard University’s Ken-
nedy School of Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Ellie Cohen is a model of cli-
mate leadership. She has worked tirelessly to 
translate climate research into real world 
progress. I have enjoyed the benefit of work-
ing with Ellie on many critical initiatives over 
the years. Her bright mind and enduring com-
mitment to science-based climate action is 
worthy of highest commendation. On behalf of 
California’s communities and those across our 
Nation who benefit from her efforts, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in expressing our deep 
appreciation for Ellie Cohen’s decades of serv-
ice and in extending our best wishes as she 
embarks on her next endeavor. 

f 

HONORING THE CREW OF COAST 
GUARD CUTTER HOLLYHOCK 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the crew of Coast Guard Cutter Holly-
hock as we recognize the completion of their 
first Operation Blue Pacific patrol. 

The Hollyhock is a seagoing buoy tender, 
which the Coast Guard uses to monitor and 
perform repairs and maintenance on buoys 
and other navigational aids in U.S. territories 
and other areas with U.S. shipping interests. 
Originally ported in Port Huron, Michigan, the 
Hollyhock was reassigned to Honolulu in Octo-
ber 2025. 

In April, the 50-person crew departed from 
Honolulu for the 42-day long Operation Blue 
Pacific, where they traveled over 7,500 nau-
tical miles throughout the broader Oceania re-
gion. 

Operation Blue Pacific is an ongoing multi- 
mission Coast Guard initiative across Oceania 
to bolster ties with Pacific Island nations and 
communities. The mission also contributes to 
broader U.S. efforts to monitor regional secu-
rity developments and counter malign influ-
ence in the Pacific. 

My home state of Hawaii relies heavily on 
and has benefited greatly from the presence 
of the Coast Guard. We fully appreciate the 
Coast Guard’s direct support of Hawaii resi-
dents, both generally and through its District 
Oceania headquarters in Honolulu, by per-
forming its statutory missions like search and 
rescue and maritime environmental protection. 
But I would like to especially highlight the 
Coast Guard’s indispensable role beyond Ha-
waii throughout the broader Pacific. 

The Pacific Islands region has long held crit-
ical importance to our country on several 
fronts. As an island state, Hawaii understands 
better than most the importance of strong rela-
tionships, reliable maritime infrastructure, and 
a sustained commitment to the communities 
that call the Pacific home. 

The success of Operation Blue Pacific re-
flects the many ways in which Coast Guard 
personnel contribute to these goals every day. 
Through their technical expertise and commit-
ment to service, the crew of the Hollyhock 
supported maritime communities in the U.S. 
territories of Midway and American Samoa 
while strengthening partnerships with Tonga, 
Kiribati, and the broader Oceania region. Their 
versatility and professionalism supported the 
Coast Guard’s interest in maritime safety and 
advanced the shared interests of the United 
States and our Pacific neighbors. 

These accomplishments are particularly 
noteworthy because they represent the type of 
work that often occurs outside the public spot-
light. The crew’s efforts required long days at 
sea, adaptability in the face of changing condi-
tions, and a willingness to serve far from fam-
ily and home. Their dedication helped ensure 
that critical missions were carried out effec-
tively and that longstanding relationships 
throughout Oceania continued to grow strong-
er. 

At a time when the Pacific region faces 
evolving challenges and opportunities, the 
service of the Hollyhock’s crew demonstrates 
the enduring value of American engagement 
and partnership. Their work reflects the Coast 
Guard’s proud tradition of readiness, coopera-
tion and service to others. 

I strongly support the Coast Guard and the 
resources necessary to carry out its broad and 
demanding missions. The accomplishments of 
the Hollyhock crew serve as a reminder of the 
remarkable men and women who make those 
missions possible through their skill and dedi-
cation. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Com-
mander Jessica McCollum and every member 
of the Hollyhock crew on the successful com-
pletion of this patrol. On behalf of the people 
of Hawaii, I offer mahalo for their service and 
for representing our state and our Nation with 
distinction throughout the Pacific. 

f 

HONORING MAYRA RAMOS AS A 
DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR CARIBBEAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Mayra Ramos as a Distinguished Leader in 
Central Florida for Caribbean Heritage Month. 

Mayra Ramos is a senior human resources 
professional specializing in MedTech engi-
neering and supply chain, currently supporting 
surgical robotics projects and known for build-
ing high-impact technical teams while ele-
vating hiring standards within the medical de-
vice industry. She brings a strategic, struc-
tured approach to talent acquisition, delivering 
comprehensive candidate evaluations, aligned 
talent strategies, and executive-ready insights 
that enable confident and effective hiring deci-
sions. 

Beyond her core recruiting expertise, Mayra 
has made meaningful contributions to the 
broader Human Resources function within 
medical devices, helping shape talent pipe-
lines, and strengthen organizational capabili-
ties in a highly specialized and regulated envi-
ronment. 

In parallel with her professional career, 
Mayra is a graduate mental health student 
who supports clients in a private practice set-
ting, reflecting her deep commitment to indi-
vidual well-being and holistic care. Her work 
bridges both organizational and personal im-
pacts, supporting people not only in their ca-
reers but also in their personal growth and 
mental health journeys. 

Mayra is actively engaged in service and 
community leadership. She has participated in 
mission trips dedicated to supporting under-
served populations, demonstrating her com-
mitment to global service and compassion- 
driven impact. She is also a dedicated mem-
ber of her faith community, where she contrib-
utes through service, teaching, and organizing 
conferences focused on empowering women 
and supporting single mothers. 

Her global perspective is shaped by inter-
national travel across Costa Rica, where she 
traveled for professional work, North America, 
Europe, and the Middle East, enriching her 
cultural awareness and ability to connect with 
diverse populations. 

Based in Florida, Mayra continues to lead 
with purpose, integrating Human Resources 
strategy, mental health advocacy, and commu-
nity service to create meaningful, lasting im-
pact across both professional and personal 
spheres. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIRNESS 
IN FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRIS-
ONS MEDICAL CARE ACT OF 2026 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Fairness in Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons Medical Care Act of 2026. This bill would 
eliminate the copay the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) imposes on individuals in its 
custody when they visit a health care provider. 

Under BOP rules, individuals in its custody 
are required to ‘‘pay a fee for health services 
of $2.00 per health care visit.’’ While $2 may 
seem insignificant, individuals in BOP custody 
earn only twelve to forty cents per hour on 
their work assignments. Moreover, while 
copays can reduce unnecessary visits, we 
should be encouraging individuals in BOP cus-
tody to seek medical care before their condi-
tions worsen and become more expensive for 
taxpayers. Preventive and early care are bet-
ter for patients and taxpayers than costly treat-
ments. 
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Under BOP rules, if an individual in BOP 

custody is found responsible through the dis-
ciplinary hearing process of having caused an 
injury to another person in BOP custody that 
required a visit to a health care provider, the 
offending individual is required to pay the $2 
copay for the injured individual’s visit. That 
rule would not change under this bill. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE 101ST BIRTH-
DAY OF ROBERT STEPHENSON 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 101st birthday of Mr. Robert 
Stephenson, a proud member of the Greatest 
Generation, whose life of military service, en-
trepreneurial achievement, family devotion, 
and community leadership stands as an exam-
ple for all Americans. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, on June 14, 1925, 
Robert Stephenson came of age during the 
Great Depression. Through hardship and sac-
rifice, he developed the values of hard work, 
honesty, and perseverance that would guide 
him throughout his remarkable century of life. 
After graduating from high school in 1943, he 
enlisted in the United States Navy at the age 
of 17 and answered his Nation’s call during 
World War II. Serving as a Yeoman, Mr. Ste-
phenson managed personnel and aerial map-
ping records for Photographic Squadron VD– 
2 aboard naval vessels supporting operations 
in the Pacific Theater. His work contributed to 
the planning and execution of military oper-
ations during one of the most consequential 
periods in world history. He completed his 
service honorably in 1946. 

Following his military service, Mr. Stephen-
son continued to embody the spirit of deter-
mination and service. He pursued studies in 
accounting through night classes at the Whar-
ton School of the University of Pennsylvania 
before embarking on a successful business 
career. In 1964, he founded RL Stephenson 
Incorporated, building a company that grew 
into a respected enterprise and creating op-
portunities for future generations of his family. 

Equally impressive is Mr. Stephenson’s de-
votion to family. He shared 75 years of mar-
riage with his beloved wife, Helene, and to-
gether they raised three children while building 
a legacy that now includes grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. Even as he celebrated his 
101st birthday, Mr. Stephenson remained ac-
tive in both his business and daily life, con-
tinuing to exemplify the values that have de-
fined his extraordinary journey. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Stephenson has 
emphasized the importance of honesty, fair-
ness, and treating others with respect. Those 
principles, learned in childhood and strength-
ened through military service, have guided his 
actions for over a century and continue to in-
spire those around him. 

As we recognize Robert Stephenson’s 101st 
birthday, we also celebrate a life well lived. 
One marked by service to country, commit-
ment to family, professional accomplishment, 
and unwavering integrity. On behalf of the 
United States Congress, I extend sincere grat-
itude for his service and offer my best wishes 

for continued health and happiness. May his 
example continue to inspire future generations 
of Americans. 

f 

HONORING CHARLES B. ROBERT-
SON AS A DISTINGUISHED LEAD-
ER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 
MILITARY APPRECIATION 
MONTH 

HON. DARREN SOTO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Dr. 
Charles B. Robertson as a Distinguished 
Leader in Central Florida for Military Apprecia-
tion Month. Dr. Charles B. Robertson served 
in the U.S. Navy as a hospital corpsman for 
four years during the Vietnam War. He was on 
the USS Forrestal in 1967 when it had a fire 
in the Gulf of Tonkin that took the lives of 134 
men. In his second tour in Vietnam, from 1968 
to 1969, he was a member of a Military Pro-
vincial Health Assistance Program (MILPHAP 
Team) in Quang Tri, comprising one medical 
doctor and 15 corpsmen, assigned to medi-
cally treat civilians. 

He subsequently worked for several govern-
ment contracting companies. At PRC System 
Services Company, he was the contract man-
ager for the design of the landing strip and 
conversion of pads 39A and 39B from the 
Apollo/Saturn program to the Space Shuttle 
program at Kennedy Space Center. He was 
later presented with a certificate, signed by 
John Young and Bob Crippen, with a silk 
American flag which was on board the first 
space shuttle, launched on April 12, 1981. At 
Martin Marietta in Orlando, he became the di-
rector of Air-Launched Missile Systems sub-
contracts after negotiating with the U.S. Air 
Force to produce the LANTIRN Program. He 
was responsible for $1.5 billion of a $3 billion 
contract. He was named ‘‘Subcontracts Em-
ployee of the Year.’’ He then worked at ICSD 
Corporation in Poinciana Industrial Park, 
where he served as director of programs. He 
later negotiated the sale of ICSD to DBA Sys-
tems, Inc., headquartered in Melbourne, Flor-
ida, a 5,000-employee company specializing in 
Electro-Optical and Imaging Systems. He then 
became the vice president and corporate sec-
retary of DBA Systems. He later negotiated 
the sale of DBA Systems to Titan Corporation 
in San Diego, California, and left the company 
in 1999. During this period, he completed his 
studies and obtained a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and economics, as 
well as M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in business 
management. 

Dr. Robertson started a custom home-build-
ing company in St. Cloud, Florida, in 2000. He 
subsequently became the president of the 
Home Builders Association of Metro Orlando, 
the area vice president of the Florida Home 
Builders Association, and sat on the Boards of 
Directors of the local, state, and national As-
sociation of Home Builders (NAHB). He was 
awarded ‘‘Contractor of the Year’’ in 2005 by 
the local association and was selected by the 
NAHB to build the showcase home, ‘‘The New 
American Home,’’ on Lake Nona for the 2008 
NAHB convention held in Orlando, Florida. On 
February 20, 2006, the Board of County Com-
missioners of Osceola County proclaimed 

February 21, 2006, Charles ‘‘Charlie’’ Robert-
son Day, honoring him for his commitment to 
Osceola County. 

Dr. Robertson also served on other Boards 
of Directors, including the Education Founda-
tion of Osceola County, the St. Cloud Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Melbourne Chamber of 
Commerce, the St. Cloud Little League, and 
the Board of Advisors for the College of Engi-
neering at Florida Institute of Technology in 
Melbourne, Florida. He supports the Museum 
of Military History in Kissimmee, Florida. He 
served as an elder at E3 Community Church 
in Orlando, Florida, and participated in ‘‘Kids 
Beach Club,’’ a Bible-based after-school pro-
gram that taught elementary children Christian 
life principles. He also coached many years in 
the baseball and football leagues in St. Cloud, 
Florida. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. CARMEN 
BLOOM-HARVEY 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 29, 2026 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
Mrs. Carmen Bloom-Harvey on earning the 
title, ‘‘Mrs. East Coast International 2026.’’ 

Carmen’s journey to the Mrs. International 
stage has been special and unique. Through 
her platform and influence, she promoted her 
‘‘Welcome Without Worry’’ initiative that raises 
awareness about the seriousness of food al-
lergies, advocates for inclusive practices in 
schools and public spaces, and helps parents 
gain the confidence and tools they need to ad-
vocate for and protect their children. Her 
three-year-old son, Charlie, has severe food 
allergies and experienced anaphylaxis twice. 
Carmen’s advocacy not only helps her son, 
but every child who suffers from severe aller-
gies to feel safe, included, and understood in 
school, on sports teams, and elsewhere. In 
the future, she hopes to work with community 
organizations, speak at local events, and use 
her platform to support increased awareness 
and preparedness regarding food allergy safe-
ty. 

Outside of pageantry, Carmen is a full-time 
attorney who leads a state school boards as-
sociation, instructs a group fitness class at a 
YMCA, and carries the critical roles of mother 
and wife. Her pageant experience gives her 
the opportunity to amplify a mission that af-
fects millions of individuals and families, and 
her advocacy is driven by love of her son and 
a commitment to creating a world where every 
child may completely and confidently partici-
pate in life. 

From July 21 to July 24, 2026, Carmen will 
compete for ‘‘Mrs. International’’ in Chicago, a 
pageant developed 37 years ago with higher 
standards than other pageant systems, and 
the focus of which is to showcase women 21 
to 56 years of age, married at least six 
months, and a resident of the state/citizen of 
the country she represents. Each contestant 
has the opportunity to select a platform of her 
choice, which she spends the year promoting. 
As a contestant for Mrs. International and a 
representative of the ‘‘Welcome Without 
Worry’’ platform, Carmen is proud to stand as 
a representative of advocacy, leadership, and 
inclusion for individuals with allergies, high-
lighting that allergies should not stop them 
from fulfilling their dreams. 
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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 10th District of 

Pennsylvania, I am honored and proud to rec-
ognize Mrs. Carmen Bloom-Harvey on earning 

the title of ‘‘Mrs. East Coast International 
2026,’’ and wish the best in her competition 
for ‘‘Mrs. International’’ in July. Her focus, plat-

form, and advocacy on behalf of others sets 
the standard by which all should be judged. 
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Monday, June 29, 2026 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
The Senate met at 3:45:00 p.m. in pro forma ses-

sion, and adjourned at 3:45:30 p.m. until 12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2026. 

Committee Meetings 
No committee meetings were held. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 39 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 9496–9534; and 3 resolutions, H. 
Res. 1393–1395 were introduced.            Pages H4315–16 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H4317–19 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 5498, to require the Administrator of the 

Small Business Administration to provide informa-
tion to small business concerns on individual cov-
erage health reimbursement arrangements, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
119–716); and 

H.R. 7890, to amend the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 to exclude certain in-
structional approaches from comprehensive literacy 
instruction, to prioritize certain funds to promote 
the use of evidence-based literacy instruction and 
supports aligned to the science of reading, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
119–717).                                                                       Page H4315 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Bentz to act as Speaker pro 
tempore for today.                                                     Page H4265 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:24 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H4268 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:08 p.m. and recon-
vened at 2:30 p.m.                                                    Page H4269 

Recess: The House recessed at 4:44 p.m and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m.                                                    Page H4302 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: 

Recover COVID Unemployment Fraud in Banks 
Act: H.R. 8873, amended, to recover unclaimed pan-
demic-era unemployment compensation funds held 
by financial institutions or escheated to State un-
claimed property administrators;                Pages H4269–72 

Health Care Efficiency Through Flexibility Act: 
H.R. 5347, amended, to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to ensure the availability of ap-
propriate collection types for quality reporting under 
the Medicare Shared Savings Program; 
                                                                                    Pages H4272–73 

TRIA Program Reauthorization Act of 2026: 
H.R. 7128, amended, to extend the Terrorism Risk 
Insurance Program, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 373 
yeas to 15 nays, Roll No. 229; 
                                                                Pages H4273–79; H4302–03 

Designating the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 6444 San Fernando Road 
in Glendale, California, as the ‘‘Paul Ignatius 
Post Office’’: H.R. 4662, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 6444 San 
Fernando Road in Glendale, California, as the ‘‘Paul 
Ignatius Post Office’’;                                      Pages H4279–80 

Designating the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 340 East 1st Street in 
Tustin, California, as the ‘‘Ursula Ellen Kennedy 
Post Office Building’’: H.R. 3350, to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service located at 
340 East 1st Street in Tustin, California, as the ‘‘Ur-
sula Ellen Kennedy Post Office Building’’; 
                                                                                            Page H4280 
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Kids Internet and Digital Safety Act: H.R. 
7757, amended, to protect children and teens online, 
empower parents and strengthen families, by a 2⁄3 
yea-and-nay vote of 267 yeas to 117 nays, Roll No. 
228;                                                             Pages H4280–96; H4302 

Securing Community Upgrades for a Resilient 
Grid Act: H.R. 7257, amended, to amend the En-
ergy Policy and Conservation Act to require States 
to include supporting the physical security, cyberse-
curity, and resilience of local distribution systems in 
State energy security plans;                           Pages H4296–97 

Energy Emergency Leadership Act: H.R. 7258, 
to amend the Department of Energy Organization 
Act with respect to functions assigned to Assistant 
Secretaries;                                                             Pages H4297–98 

Rural and Municipal Utility Cybersecurity Act: 
H.R. 7266, amended, to amend the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to reauthorize the Rural 
and Municipal Utility Advanced Cybersecurity Grant 
and Technical Assistance Program; and 
                                                                             Pages H4299–H4300 

Energy Threat Analysis Center Act of 2026: 
H.R. 7305, amended, to amend the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to reauthorize the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Energy Sector Operational Support 
for Cyberresilience Program to provide operational 
support for energy sector cybersecurity and resilience. 
                                                                                    Pages H4300–02 

Order of Business: Agreed by unanimous consent 
that it be in order at any time to consider H. Con. 
Res. 108 in the House if called up by the chair of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs or his designee; 
that the concurrent resolution be considered as read; 
and that the previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to adoption with-
out intervening motion except for one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by Representative 
Mast of Florida and Representative Meeks of New 
York, or their respective designees.          Pages H4303–04 

Directing the President pursuant to section 5(c) 
of the War Powers Resolution to remove United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities in Lebanon: 
The House considered H. Con. Res. 108, directing 
the President pursuant to section 5(c) of the War 
Powers Resolution to remove United States Armed 
Forces from hostilities in Lebanon. Further pro-
ceedings were postponed.                               Pages H4304–09 

Privileged Resolution—Intent to Offer: Rep-
resentative Massie announced his intent to offer a 
privileged resolution.                                                Page H4314 

Discharge Petition: Representative Raskin pre-
sented to the clerk a motion to discharge the Com-
mittee on Rules from the consideration of the resolu-

tion (H. Res. 1363) entitled, a resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 7007) to govern 
on behalf of the American people (Discharge Petition 
No. 24). 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H4302 and H4303. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 8:48 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027; NATIONAL 
SECURITY, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AND 
RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2027; REMOVING BARRIERS TO WORK 
FOR DISABLED AMERICANS ACT; 
COMMEMORATING THE ONE-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ENACTMENT OF 
THE WORKING FAMILIES TAX CUTS 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 8800, the ‘‘National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2027’’; H.R. 8595, the ‘‘National 
Security, Department of State, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 2027’’; H.R. 8884, the ‘‘Re-
moving Barriers to Work for Disabled Americans 
Act’’; and H. Res. 1383, commemorating the one- 
year anniversary of the enactment of the Working 
Families Tax Cuts. The Committee granted, by a 
record vote of 8–4, a rule providing for consideration 
of H.R. 8800, the ‘‘National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2027’’, H.R. 8595, the ‘‘National 
Security, Department of State, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 2027’’, H.R. 8884, the ‘‘Re-
moving Barriers to Work for Disabled Americans 
Act’’, and H. Res. 1383, Commemorating the one- 
year anniversary of the enactment of the Working 
Families Tax Cuts. The rule provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 8800, the ‘‘National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2027’’, under a structured 
rule. The rule waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill. The rule provides one hour of 
general debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides that in lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute recommended by 
the Committee on Armed Services now printed in 
the bill, an amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee Print 
119–33 shall be considered as adopted and the bill, 
as amended, shall be considered as read. The rule 
waives all points of order against provisions in the 
bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only those 
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amendments printed in part A of the Rules Com-
mittee report, amendments en bloc described in sec-
tion 3 and pro forma amendments described in sec-
tion 4. Each amendment shall be considered only in 
the order printed in the report, may be offered only 
by a Member designated in the report, shall be con-
sidered as read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment except as provided by section 4 of the 
rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. The rule waives all points of 
order against the amendments printed in part A of 
the Rules Committee report or amendments en bloc 
described in section 3 of the rule. The rule provides 
that the chair of the Committee on Armed Services 
or his designee may offer amendments en bloc con-
sisting of further amendments printed in part A of 
the Rules Committee report not earlier disposed of. 
Amendments en bloc shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for 40 minutes equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Armed Services or 
their respective designees, shall not be subject to 
amendment except as provided by section 4 of the 
rule, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. The rule provides that the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Committee on 
Armed Services or their respective designees may 
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at any 
point for the purpose of debate. The rule provides 
one motion to recommit. The rule further provides 
for consideration of H.R. 8595, the ‘‘National Secu-
rity, Department of State, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2027’’, under a structured rule. 
The rule waives all points of order against consider-
ation of the bill. The rule provides one hour of gen-
eral debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees. The rule provides that the bill shall be con-
sidered as read. The rule waives all points of order 
against provisions in the bill for failure to comply 
with clause 2 or clause 5(a) of rule XXI. The rule 
makes in order only those amendments printed in 
part B of the Rules Committee report, amendments 
en bloc described in section 8 and pro forma amend-
ments described in section 9. Each amendment shall 
be considered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable 
for the time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment except as pro-
vided by section 9 of the rule, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question. The 

rule waives all points of order against the amend-
ments printed in part B of the Rules Committee re-
port or amendments en bloc described in section 8 
of the rule. The rule provides that the chair of the 
Committee on Appropriations or his designee may 
offer amendments en bloc consisting of amendments 
printed in part B of the Rules Committee report not 
earlier disposed of. Amendments en bloc shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective designees, shall not 
be subject to amendment except as provided by sec-
tion 9 of the rule, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question. The rule provides 
that the chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their respective 
designees may offer up to 10 pro forma amendments 
each at any point for the purpose of debate. The rule 
provides one motion to recommit. The rule further 
provides for consideration of H.R. 8884, the ‘‘Re-
moving Barriers to Work for Disabled Americans 
Act’’, under a closed rule. The rule waives all points 
of order against consideration of the bill. The rule 
provides that in lieu of the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute recommended by the Committee on 
Ways and Means now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 119–34 shall be con-
sidered as adopted and the bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. The rule waives all points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as amended. The 
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means or their respective designees. The rule pro-
vides one motion to recommit. The rule further pro-
vides for consideration of H. Res. 1383, Commemo-
rating the one-year anniversary of the enactment of 
the Working Families Tax Cuts, under a closed rule. 
The rule provides that upon adoption of the resolu-
tion it shall be in order without intervention of any 
point of order to consider H. Res. 1383. The rule 
provides that the amendment to the preamble print-
ed in part C of the Rules Committee report shall be 
considered as adopted and H. Res. 1383, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as read. The rule provides one 
hour of general debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means or their re-
spective designees. The rule further provides that H. 
Res. 1377 shall be laid on the table. Finally, the rule 
provides that in the engrossment of H.R. 8800, the 
Clerk shall add the text of S. 1383, as passed by the 
House, as new matter at the end of H.R. 8800; as-
sign appropriate designations to provisions within 
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the engrossment; conform cross-references and provi-
sions for short titles within the engrossment; and be 
authorized to make technical corrections, to include 
corrections in spelling, punctuation, page and line 
numbering, section numbering, and insertion of ap-
propriate headings. Testimony was heard from Chair-
man Rogers of Alabama, Chairman Van Duyne, and 
Representatives Smith of Washington, Moore of 
Wisconsin, Knott, Houlahan, Sessions, Goodlander, 
Haridopolos, Whitesides, Moylan, Underwood, 
Stauber, Garamendi, Luttrell, McDowell, Smith of 
New Jersey, Turner of Ohio, Goldman of Texas, 
Burlison, and Davidson. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY, 
JUNE 30, 2026 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Financial 

Services and General Government, oversight hearing on 
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, 10 a.m., 
2359 Rayburn. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, Subcommittee on 
Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Field of Fees: Private Equity’s Role in 
the Commercialization of American Youth Sports’’, 10:15 
a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology, hearing entitled ‘‘Over-
sight of the National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration’’, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and 
Trade, hearing entitled ‘‘American Global Competitive-
ness at 250: Legislative Proposals to Secure U.S. Tech-
nology Leadership’’, 2 p.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, markup 
on a resolution to reauthorize the Task Force on Monetary 
Policy, Treasury Market Resilience, and Economic Pros-
perity; H.R. 1483, the ‘‘Protecting Investors’ Personally 
Identifiable Information Act’’; H.R. 1640, the ‘‘HEIRS 
Act of 2025’’; H.R. 5402, the ‘‘Credit Access and Inclu-
sion Act of 2025’’; H.R. 5775, the ‘‘FCRA Liability Har-
monization Act’’; H.R. 7030, the ‘‘Securing Facilities for 
Mental Health Services Act’’; H.R. 7187, the ‘‘Clarity for 
Compensation Act’’; H.R. 8141, the ‘‘Fair Credit Report-
ing Reseller Accuracy Act’’; H.R. 9329, the ‘‘SEC Reform 
and Restructuring Act’’; H.R. 9330, the ‘‘Earned Wage 
Access Consumer Protection Act’’; and H.R. 9331, the 
‘‘Strengthening Transaction Oversight and Preventing 
(STOP) Payments Fraud Act of 2026’’, 10 a.m., 2128 
Rayburn 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Full Committee, continue 
markup on H.R. 9086, to amend the Foreign Service Act 
of 1980 to modify and improve that Act; H.R. 9062, to 
increase the capacity and effectiveness of the Department 
in supporting American businesses operating overseas and 
protecting American industries from adversaries, and for 
other purposes; H.R. 1939, to require the imposition of 
sanctions with respect to conflict in Sudan, and for other 
purposes; and H.R. 9087, to direct the Secretary of State 
to take actions with respect to certain foreign affairs mat-
ters, 9:30 p.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, Subcommittee on Bor-
der Security and Enforcement; and Subcommittee on 
Counterterrorism and Intelligence, joint hearing entitled 
‘‘Northern Exposure: Assessing the Evolving Threat Land-
scape at America’s Northern Border’’, 2 p.m., 310 Can-
non. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Courts, In-
tellectual Property, Artificial Intelligence, and the Inter-
net, hearing entitled ‘‘A Midlife Crisis? IP and the Inter-
net After 40’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Immigration, Security, and Enforce-
ment, hearing entitled ‘‘Sanctuary Policies: Victims’ Per-
spectives’’, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Task Force 
on the Declassification of Federal Secrets, hearing entitled 
‘‘Mind Control and Accountability: Uncovering the Truth 
of the CIA’s MKULTRA Project’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Taking Account: Implementation of the 
Coast Guard Authorization Act, Reconciliation, and Force 
Design 2028’’, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Subcommittee on Health, 
hearing on H.R. 4398, the ‘‘Veteran Burial Timeliness 
and Death Certificate Accountability Act’’; H.R. 4805, 
the ‘‘Warrior Impact from Neurological and –orce Stress 
Act’’; H.R. 6835, the ‘‘Veterans Spinal Trauma Access to 
New Devices Act’’; H.R. 9376, the ‘‘Trauma Outreach, 
Understanding, and Resiliency through Spirituality Act’’; 
H.R. 9316, the ‘‘Travel Assistance for Veterans in Med-
ical Deserts Act’’; legislation on the Foreign Medical Pro-
gram Integrity and Improvement Act; legislation to di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into 
a memorandum of understanding with the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to avoid duplicative, im-
proper, or erroneous billings or payments for hospital care 
and medical services furnished under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; legislation to 
direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to coordinate with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services in admin-
istering the Veterans Community Care Program, and for 
other purposes; legislation to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to seek to enter into a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services and to provide for coordination between the Sec-
retaries in the administration of the Veterans Community 
Care Program and certain health plans under the Medi-
care program, and for other purposes; legislation on the 
VA Coaching into Care Act; legislation on the National 
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Task Force on Caregiving Youth of Veterans Act; legisla-
tion on the VHA OPEN Policies Act of 2026; legislation 
to direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to report bien-
nially on staffing of medical facilities of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs; H.R. 9018, the ‘‘Fostering TRUST 
Act of 2026’’; and legislation on the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration Personnel Transparency and Accountability 
Act, 10:15 a.m., 360 Cannon. 

Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial 
Affairs, hearing entitled ‘‘Memorializing our Veterans: 
Outreach, Upkeep, and Community Partnerships at Vet-
erans Cemeteries’’, 2:15 p.m., 360 Cannon. 

Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial 
Affairs, markup on H.R. 8552, the ‘‘Veterans’ Compensa-
tion Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2026’’; H.R. 
9006, the ‘‘Locating Our Unclaimed Veterans Act’’; and 
H.R. 6588, the ‘‘PROVIDE Act’’, 2:15 p.m., 360 Can-
non. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD 
Week of June 30 through July 3, 2026 

Senate Chamber 
The Senate is not in session and will meet for pro 

forma sessions only. 

Senate Committees 
(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House Committees 
Committee on Education and Workforce, July 1, Sub-

committee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Direct Contracting: A Prescription for 
Lower Health Care Costs’’, 10:15 a.m., 2175 Rayburn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, July 1, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 9332, the ‘‘Load Forecasting En-
hancement Act’’; H.R. 9339, the ‘‘Affordable Innovation 
for the Grid Act’’; H.R. 9335, the ‘‘Advanced Trans-
mission Technology to Reduce Rates Act’’; H.R. 9340, 
the ‘‘Ratepayer Protection Act’’; H.R. 6633, the ‘‘High- 
Capacity Grid Act’’; H.R. 6529, the ‘‘Protecting Families 
from AI Data Center Energy Costs Act’’; H.R. 1266, the 
‘‘Combating Illicit Xylazine Act’’; H.R. 2004, the ‘‘Ty-
ler’s Law’’; and H.R. 7970, the ‘‘STOP Nitazenes Act’’, 
11 a.m., 2123 Rayburn. 

Committee on House Administration, July 1, Sub-
committee on Modernization and Innovation, hearing en-
titled ‘‘Modernizing Public Access to Legislative Data and 
Information’’, 2 p.m., 1310 Longworth. 

Committee on the Judiciary, July 1, markup on H.R. 
9098, the ‘‘Congressional Records Protection Act’’; H.R. 

7651, the ‘‘Chloe Cole Act of 2026’’; legislation on con-
demning prosecution policies that give preferential treat-
ment to foreign nationals over United States citizens; 
H.R. 9191, the ‘‘National Fossil Act’’; and H.R. 3100, 
to amend the National Child Protection Act of 1993 to 
ensure that businesses and organizations that work with 
vulnerable populations are able to request background 
checks for their contractors who work with those popu-
lations, as well as for individuals that the businesses or 
organizations license or certify to provide care for those 
populations, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, July 1, Subcommittee on 
Federal Lands, hearing on H.R. 1693, the ‘‘Barbara L. 
Cubin National Historic Trails Interpretive Center’’; H.R. 
7254, to amend the National Trails System Act to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study on the 
feasibility of designating the Bay Area Ridge National 
Scenic Trail, and for other purposes; H.R. 8121, the 
‘‘Peter G. Thurland, Sr., Bandstand’’; H.R. 8454, to pro-
vide for the transfer of administrative jurisdiction over 
certain Federal land in the State of California, and for 
other purposes; H.R. 8913, the ‘‘Tulare Youth Recreation 
and Women’s History Enhancement Act’’; H.R. 9248, 
the ‘‘Recreation Permitting Improvement Act’’; and H.R. 
9416, the ‘‘Ocmulgee Mounds National Park Redesigna-
tion Act’’, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, July 1, 
Task Force on Defending Constitutional Rights and Ex-
posing Institutional Abuses, hearing entitled ‘‘Combating 
DEI in American Institutions’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, July 1, Full 
Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘Weathering the Solar 
Storm: Advancing America’s Space Weather Capabilities’’, 
10:00 a.m., 2318 Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, July 1, Full Committee, 
hearing entitled ‘‘250 Years of American Legacy: Small 
Businesses and the American Dream’’, 10 a.m., 2360 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, July 1, 
Full Committee, markup on updated Subcommittee Ros-
ters due to changes on the Majority side; General Services 
Administration Capital Investment and Leasing Program 
Resolutions; and legislation on the Water Resources De-
velopment Act of 2026, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn. 

Committee on Ways and Means, July 1, Full Committee, 
markup on H.R. 9496, the ‘‘End Tax Penalties on Amer-
ican Hostages Act’’; H.R. 9500, the ‘‘Tax Relief for 
Fraud Victims Act’’; H.R. 9498, the ‘‘Taxpayer Advocate 
Participation Act’’; H.R. 9501, the ‘‘AI Tax Integrity Act 
of 2026’’; H.R. 9499, the ‘‘Protecting Taxpayers from 
Ghost Preparers Act’’; H.R. 7972, the ‘‘Taxpayer Work-
force Modernization Act’’; and H.R. 9504, the ‘‘Tax Ex-
empt Hospital Transparency Act’’, 10:30 a.m., 1100 
Longworth. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

12:30 p.m., Thursday, July 2 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Senate will meet in a pro forma 
session. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Tuesday, June 30 

House Chamber 

Program for Tuesday: Complete consideration of H. 
Con. Res. 108—Directing the President pursuant to sec-
tion 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution to remove United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities in Lebanon. 
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