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‘“‘September 30, 2025’
tember 30, 2031,

(1) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
MANDATE SUNSET.— The National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (Pub-
lic Law 112-81) is amended by striking sec-
tion 5142 (15 U.S.C. 638a).

Ms. ERNST. I ask unanimous consent
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

and inserting ‘‘Sep-

———

TRIBUTE TO ALICE NORMENT

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Alice for
her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Alice is a native of North Carolina.
She is currently a junior at The Ma-
deira School in McLean, VA. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Alice for the dedica-
tion she has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No.
44, on the motion to invoke cloture on
the motion to proceed to H.R. 6644, the
Housing for the 21st Century Act. Had
I been present for the vote, I would
have voted yes.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

HONORING KANSAS LAW ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICERS INJURED IN
THE LINE OF DUTY

e Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor three deputies from
the Osage County Sheriff’s Office and
one trooper from the Kansas Highway
Patrol for their extraordinary courage
and sacrifice in the line of duty while
responding to a domestic violence inci-
dent on November 15, 2025.

On that morning, these officers
promptly responded to a call for help,
demonstrating the selflessness required
of those who wear the badge. Gunfire
erupted within minutes of arriving at
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the scene, and Deputies Christian
Moran, Corporal Clayton Hartpence, K-
9 Deputy James Cason, and Trooper
Adam Ellis were injured. All four were
transported to hospitals for treatment,
and the suspect was Kkilled at the scene.

Over the ensuing months, these brave
officers demonstrated tremendous
strength and resilience in their recov-
ery, supported by their families, fellow
officers, medical professionals, and
community. I am pleased to share that
Deputies Moran, Hartpence, and Cason
have returned to full active duty, and
Trooper Ellis has also resumed service,
once again answering the call to pro-
tect Kansans.

This incident reminds us that the
dangers of policing are often unpredict-
able, and even routine calls can become
life-threatening in an instant. These
officers displayed courage under fire
and an unwavering commitment to
their duty. Their actions reflect the
highest standards of law enforcement
and public service.

I now ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and honoring Deputies
Moran, Hartpence, Cason, and Trooper
Ellis for their bravery, sacrifice, and
dedication to the safety and well-being
of Kansans. May we never forget the
risks officers face each day in service
to others.e

———

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN HILLEL ON THEIR
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the centennial of
Hillel at the University of Michigan.
When it was founded in 1926, Michigan
Hillel was the fourth Hillel to be estab-
lished in North America. As a center
for Jewish life, the University of Michi-
gan Hillel not only provides program-
ming and a physical space where stu-
dents can observe their faith and cele-
brate their community.

Arising out a need for a growing Jew-
ish student population to find famili-
arity and fellowship, Hillel provided a
foundation for carrying forward their
cultural and social traditions into
adulthood and to future generations.
Whether it be celebrating Shabbat, the
High Holidays, or any day in-between,
Hillel has provided a forum to encour-
age Jewish students to more fully en-
gage with and explore their identity.
This important work has and continues
to help shape the Jewish American
identity.

Hillel’s impact extends far beyond its
Jewish religious and cultural program-
ming. Hillel provides students with op-
portunities to develop their leadership
skills and engage with the broader
campus community, by encouraging
student-driven engagement on campus
and beyond. Dozens of student groups
have grown out of and are supported by
Hillel, providing educational program-
ming partnering with other social, edu-
cational, and cultural groups within
the university ecosystem.

Hillel has left an imprint on the uni-
versity’s legacy. Hillel supported pro-
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ducing the first performance of then-
student, now renowned playwright, Ar-
thur Miller in 1937. In the 1960s, Hillel
encouraged students to engage in the
great societal debates of the Civil
Rights era, including the Vietnam war,
helping to shape the discussion on cam-
pus. More recently, in the 1980s, has
continued its mission of encouraging
student engagement in the intellectual
debates of the university community,
exemplified by its support of Consider
Magazine, which highlights topics of
interest to the Michigan community
and enables a presentation of many
perspectives on those topics.

Given the passion with which Hillel
has pursued its mission and commit-
ment to the university community, it
is not surprising it has received several
awards, including the Outstanding
Campus award by Hillel International
in 2020. It is a testament to Michigan
Hillel’s success that University of
Michigan is recognized as one of the
best schools in the country for Jewish
students. I congratulate Michigan
Hillel on reaching this great milestone
in its history and wish it, its current
students, and alumni continued success
and meaningful engagement in ful-
filling its mission.e

———

VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION
ESSAY WINNERS

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, since
2010, I have sponsored a State of the
Union essay contest for Vermont high
school students. This contest gives stu-
dents in my State the opportunity to
articulate what issues they would
prioritize if they were President of the
United States.

This is the contest’s 16th year, and I
would like to congratulate the 418 stu-
dents who participated. It is truly
heartening to see so many young peo-
ple engaged in finding solutions for the
problems that face our country. To my
mind, this is what democracy is all
about.

A volunteer panel of Vermont edu-
cators reviewed the essays and chose
Saralynn Anderson as this year’s win-
ner. Saralynn, a junior at Essex High
School, proposed legislation to improve
mental health care for adolescents.
Max Clegg, a junior at Mount Mans-
field Union High School, was the sec-
ond place winner. Max wrote about cor-
porate concentration of economic
power. Ada Allen, a sophomore at
Craftsbury Academy, was the third
place winner, with an essay on the im-
portance of afterschool programs.

I am very proud to enter into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the essays sub-
mitted by Saralynn, Max, and Ada:

WINNER, SARALYNN ANDERSON, ESSEX HIGH

SCHOOL, JUNIOR

Mental health affects how people think,
act, and feel every day, yet millions of Amer-
icans, especially adolescents, are unable to
access the care they need. In classrooms
across the United States, students struggle
silently with anxiety, depression, and over-
whelming pressure, often long before adults
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notice. While mental health care is just as
essential as physical health care, it remains
underfunded and inaccessible for many
young people.

According to the National Institute of
Mental Health, 23.1% of adults in the United
States experience some form of mental ill-
ness, yet only 50.6% received treatment. This
means nearly half of those affected are left
without care. Barriers such as high costs,
lack of insurance coverage, and shortages of
mental health professionals prevent individ-
uals from getting help, worsening long-term
outcomes and quality of life. These same
barriers affect adolescents even more se-
verely, as young people are dependent on
adults, schools, or insurance plans to access
care.

This problem is even more alarming among
adolescents. Mental Health America reports
that nearly three million adolescents experi-
ence frequent thoughts of suicide. Along
with this, over seven million adolescents did
not receive a preventive health visit. With-
out early intervention, mental health chal-
lenges can negatively affect academic per-
formance, relationships, and future stability.
Data from the National Institute of Health
show that the primary reasons adolescents
do not receive care include a lack of aware-
ness, social stigma, and financial barriers;
problems that can and should be addressed
through policy.

To confront this issue, I propose the
BRIDGE Act: Building Resilience, Interven-
tion, Development, and Guidance for Every
Youth Act. This legislation would provide
federal funding to schools to expand mental
health resources. Schools could hire mental
health professionals and offer free coun-
seling, as well as create safe spaces where
students can seek help without fear. The act
would also support a required mental health
education course, equipping students with
tools to recognize symptoms, seek help, and
challenge harmful stereotypes surrounding
mental illness. While some may argue that
expanding mental health services in schools
would be too expensive, intervening early
can significantly reduce long-term
healthcare expenses, as well as prevent aca-
demic failure, making this investment both
practical and financially responsible.

Improving adolescent mental health must
start where students spend much of their
time: in schools. Regular mental health
check-ins, increased counselor availability,
and preventative education can address prob-
lems early rather than waiting for crises to
occur. By investing in youth mental health
now, we can improve long-term outcomes,
lower future healthcare costs, and foster a
healthier generation.

Mental health care is a right, not a privi-
lege. By prioritizing access for adolescents
today, the United States can create a future
where both adolescents and adults are sup-
ported, resilient, and able to thrive.

SECOND PLACE, MAX CLEGG, MOUNT
MANSFIELD UNION HIGH SCHOOL, JUNIOR

Currently in the United States, three asset
management companies wield unprecedented
and dangerous economic power that endan-
gers the democratic and fair state that are
bedrock principles to America. Together,
Blackrock, Vanguard, and Statestreet man-
age over $22 trillion of assets within global
corporations. Such substantial power over
our free market threatens the economy as
we know it, and takes away the voice of the
people of America that this country was
built on.

What makes this mass concentration of
power matter is the large control over cor-
porate decisions. An article from Dr. Reeves
Knyght reveals that, ‘“The Big Three,” are
the largest shareholders within 88% of S&P
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500 companies, with the other two firms
being consistently among the other top
shareholders. This gives them an unprece-
dented 25% total ownership of the voting
shares within corporate America. They also
have large voting control globally. Within
the markets of the U.K., Australia, and
Japan, they control over 10%. This is a major
issue. They are quietly being allowed to
sway the decisions of companies that di-
rectly affect every single person’s lives.

Another significant concern inherent in
this issue is that the largest owners of
Blackrock are Statestreet and Vanguard,
and vice versa. This means that three small
boards are allowed to silently sway the deci-
sion of the everyday companies that we rely
on for personal gain. They get to decide envi-
ronmental policies, economic choices, and
the labor conditions of the most influential
companies in the world. Lucian Bebchuk and
Scott Hirst, analysts from the Boston Uni-
versity Law Review estimates that within
two decades, these three companies could
control over 40% of the shareholder votes
within the S&P 500. This subsequently means
that our lives, our decisions, and how the
world operates around us, will be controlled
by a small concentration of people that we
have never heard of, or voted for. That is un-
questionably not the ideals that this country
was built on. These ideals are not an exam-
ple of freedom.

We must act. To protect fair competition,
and pure American Democracy, we have to
make change. I insist that we must increase
transparency within these companies, and
reform the ways that corporations act. Con-
gress must further strengthen the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, which gives authority
to the SEC to regulate proxy solicitations
and require disclosure of voting practices.
They also must enact the Sherman Antitrust
Act of 1890, which bans monopolistic behav-
ior and must be further enforced against
these anticompetitive concentrations of
shareholder voting power.

The economy should not be silently run by
opaque governing boards, that the general
public has no ability to see. If these three
companies are allowed to gain further power,
they could be bordering on full monopolized
control over every decision we make. To me,
that sounds like the dictatorship and oli-
garchies of Russia and North Korea. We must
further increase the power of laws against
this ‘‘oligopoly’ to ensure the democratic
and economic safety and freedom that this
country was built upon.

THIRD PLACE, ADA ALLEN, CRAFTSBURY
ACADEMY, SOPHOMORE

In a time when America faces political po-
larization, economic instability, national se-
curity threats, as well as social and environ-
mental issues, our citizens are feeling vast
pessimism. The nation’s future is uncertain,
but that doesn’t mean it is negative. If we
start investing in today’s youth, we will fos-
ter the future of America.

A meaningful education is the most inte-
gral step in students progressing into capa-
ble adults. Our youth are detached from
their education, as they feel it is irrelevant
to them. Standardized test scores provide
one snapshot of an educational system fail-
ing its youth. According to a 2024 study from
the Nation’s Report Card on mathematics,
45% of high school seniors received scores
below basic, and 33% were at the basic level.
For reading, 32% of students were below
basic, and 33% were at the basic level. An-
other disturbing trend is rising truancy
rates, with many students not attending
class. Additionally, in one 2024 National Edu-
cation Association survey, it was cited that
“74 percent of members said students are
acting out and misbehaving,” another telling
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sign that students need stronger educational
support.

A key missing piece of the American edu-
cation system is after-school programs.
While some programming is available in U.S.
schools, the quality and overall abundance is
lacking, leaving students adrift. According
to a 2024 survey from the Afterschool Alli-
ance, only 37% of public schools offering any
afterschool programming reported that they
can accommodate all students who want to
participate because of a lack of funding and
staff; further, only 28% of schools reported
offering any academic enrichment after-
school programs. Rather than enriching
their school day with meaningful opportuni-
ties, students are left isolated.

While these bleak facts may seem insur-
mountable, schools, communities, and stu-
dents can work together to create a different
world—and I believe our shared American fu-
ture depends on it. I propose that our govern-
ment invest in a transformational change,
the American Student Community Corps
(ASCC). Similar to our investment in the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s,
this investment in America’s youth and com-
munities would help foster students’ intel-
lectual and social growth, while uplifting
and building communities.

ASCC would be a nationwide afterschool
program available to all students in grades
kindergarten through twelfth, serving as a
community-centered educational resource.
Students would participate in various activi-
ties tailored to their age level. Children in
grades kindergarten to fifth would focus on
building relationships with their community
and peers that help to connect them to their
education. Children in grades sixth through
twelfth would take part in internships of
their chosen focus with support from ASCC,
becoming active in their community through
place-based work and learning. ASCC is a so-
lution for not only students’ well-being and
intellectual expansion, but also a commu-
nity capacity-building organization. In a
time when we are focused on battling the
here and now, choose the future, because
there will be a time when the youth of today
lead the America of tomorrow, and this mat-
ters for all of us.e

———

VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION
ESSAY CONTEST JUDGES

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, since
2010, I have sponsored a State of the
Union essay contest for Vermont high
school students. This contest gives stu-
dents in my State the opportunity to
articulate what issues they would
prioritize if they were President of the
United States.

This is the contest’s 16th year, and I
would like to congratulate the six vol-
unteer judges who helped choose the
contest winners and finalists. The con-
test relies on its committed team of
judges. The judges take time to review
each essay and evaluate the diversity
in writing that engages students and
will benefit them for years to come.
The judges’ willingness to participate
in this project reflects their dedication
to both the students and our State, and
for that, I graciously thank them.

The judges include:

Andrew Chobanian of Oxbow High School,
participant for 4 years

Jason Gorczyk of Milton High School, par-
ticipant for 13 years

Krystal Melendez of North Country Union
High School, participant for 2 years
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