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Everyone knows that. He said last 
night that manufacturing jobs have 
gone way up. That is a lie. Manufac-
turing is down by 100,000 jobs since he 
took office. He bragged last night 
about job creation. Well, job creation is 
at its lowest point in over 20 years out-
side of a recession—its lowest point in 
20 years, and he brags about it. 

Donald Trump claimed that the fight 
against inflation is over. That is a lot 
of BS. Just go to the grocery store, and 
you will see. Donald Trump’s speech 
was filled with fluff and hype. When 
was the last time Trump bought a cup 
of coffee? When is the last time Trump 
walked into a grocery store? His speech 
shows that he never has. 

It was also rich last night to hear 
Donald Trump announce that he will 
put JD VANCE in charge of inves-
tigating corruption. Now, I think put-
ting JD VANCE in charge of corruption 
is actually something that might work 
out because he is right in the midst of 
it; he is all around it. And I have some 
suggestions for where he can begin. 

If Vice President VANCE wants to in-
vestigate corruption, he should look 
into the billionaires who are donating 
to Donald Trump’s fancy ballroom. He 
should look into how so many within 
the administration are making a kill-
ing—a personal killing—off crypto 
deals. He should investigate why Don-
ald Trump pardoned the ex-President 
of Honduras, who was convicted of drug 
trafficking. If he wants to look into 
corruption, let him investigate the lux-
ury jet Donald Trump received as a gift 
from the Middle East. He has got a lot 
to do right around him if he wants to 
investigate corruption because this is 
the most corrupt administration I 
think ever—certainly in decades and in 
maybe over a century. If JD VANCE 
wants to get to the bottom of corrup-
tion in government, the good news is 
that all he has to do is walk down the 
hall into the Oval Office. 

So, in sum, last night, Donald Trump 
did what he does better than anyone 
else—one of the few things he does bet-
ter than anyone else: He boosted his 
own ego and patted himself on the 
back. He didn’t address the needs of 
Americans and just broke promise 
after promise after promise. 

If anyone watching last night was 
hoping to hear about how Donald 
Trump is going to lower their costs and 
their economic pain, his speech was an 
anemic dud. So I suggest Americans 
who care about the high cost of living, 
about affordability, which Trump 
knocks, get a copy of Governor 
Spanberger’s speech. She focused on it 
like a bull’s eye. Her speech was so 
much more in tune with where the 
American people are than Donald 
Trump’s. The contrast is glaring. 

I also want to salute Senator 
PADILLA. He gave an outstanding 
speech as well. 

Compare Trump’s speech to their 
speeches, and you will know why 
Trump is in such trouble with the 
American people; you will know why 

the Republican Party is panicking 
about what might happen in November 
of 2026. 

REMEMBERING EDEN HOLGUIN 
Mr. President, now one more sad 

note—the passing of Special Agent 
Eden Holguin. Today, the entire Senate 
honors the memory and the service of a 
great American: Special Agent Eden 
Holguin, who passed away last week 
after a sudden illness. 

Special Agent Holguin joined the 
Capitol Police Force in May of 2023. He 
was assigned to the Capitol Division’s 
First Responders Unit and House 
Chamber section before he was detailed 
to the Dignitary Protection Division. 
These are hard jobs. They demand im-
mense personal sacrifice: time away 
from home, from loved ones, long 
hours, and sometimes dangerous situa-
tions. Most of all, they are indispen-
sable, necessary, vital jobs. And it is 
because of people like Special Agent 
Holguin that the rest of us who come 
to the Capitol are safe, and he fulfilled 
his duties with dignity and with honor. 

Today, the Senate grieves the pass-
ing of this great person. We give 
thanks that he served the U.S. Con-
gress and the American people so admi-
rably for 3 wonderful years. We pray 
for his family, for his friends, and his 
colleagues. 

As always, to every single member of 
the Capitol Police, we say: Thank you. 
We stand with you. We join with you in 
remembering the memory of Special 
Agent Holguin. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor having just heard the 
minority leader, and he talked about 
the State of the Union Address last 
night. I heard the same speech that he 
did. I thought it was outstanding. Ap-
parently, the difference is that I was 
actually listening. 

The American people agree with me 
in terms of what they saw and heard 
and witnessed last night with Donald 
Trump’s state of the Union. What 
Americans saw last night was quite 
simple: Republicans stood with them; 
Democrats didn’t. They didn’t stand 
for much. Republicans cheered for 
lower taxes, for safe communities, and 
for safer elections—secure elections, 
elections people have faith in. 

Senator SCHUMER said he thought the 
speech was delusional. The American 
people didn’t think that. Immediately 
after the State of the Union, CNN con-
ducted a poll. Here is what they found: 
62 percent of the viewers said that 
President Trump’s economic and immi-
gration policies would move the coun-
try in the right direction. 

That is what we have been trying to 
do for the last year—get the country 
back on track. Those are the common-
sense policies for which the Democrats 
refused to stand. 

The President said to the whole body: 
If you agree with this statement, then 

stand up and show your support. 

He then read the statement: 
The first duty of the American government 

is to protect American citizens, not illegal 
aliens. 

Every Republican stood up. Not the 
Democrats. They sat silently. 

This is the first responsibility of a 
government of a nation—to protect its 
citizens. Why in the world would 
Democrats refuse to stand for such a 
statement, such a basic understanding 
of what the role of government is in 
our lives, what our Founding Fathers 
fought for? The Revolutionary War. 
Here we are 250 years into the United 
States, and the Democrats in the Sen-
ate and in the House and in the Cham-
ber last night don’t believe that is the 
responsibility of government, the No. 1 
first duty—to protect American citi-
zens, not illegal aliens? That is delu-
sional on the part of the Democrats. It 
is astonishing. 

I am happy to see CNN report that so 
many Americans agree that we are get-
ting the country back on track, doing 
what we should do, what we were elect-
ed to do—to provide safety and pros-
perity for the American people. 

What do the Democrats stand for? 
Raising taxes. They sit on their hands 
when it comes to protecting American 
citizens. Their priorities are wrong. We 
are in a shutdown right now for the De-
partment of Homeland Security. Why? 
Because they want to stand with ille-
gal immigrant criminals instead of the 
safety and security of the American 
people. To me, that was the most tell-
ing moment of the evening, and the 
American people will not forget that. 
They will not forget that visual. They 
will not forget seeing the President of 
the United States make his statement 
and the Republicans jump up and cheer 
and the Democrats sit in silence. 

Last night, we heard about the great 
American comeback. The President’s 
remark proved two things: Our country 
is strong, and our fellow citizens—boy, 
they are courageous. And we heard 
great stories of courage last night. 
More than a dozen heroes were hon-
ored, and rightfully so, heroes like 100- 
year-old Navy pilot retired CAPT E. 
Royce Williams and helicopter pilot 
CW5 Eric Slover, both of whom re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. Well earned. Well done. Well de-
served. Heroes like Pennsylvania mom 
Megan Hemhauser, who homeschools 
her two children and works in the eve-
nings as a waitress; heroes like Coast 
Guard rescue swimmer Scott Ruskan, 
who rescued many young girls from the 
deadly Texas flood. 

These American heroes remind me of 
two sailors I met with this past week-
end. I was on a Navy destroyer within 
firing distance of Iran. These sailors 
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from Wyoming were nine time zones 
away from home in Wyoming. One that 
I talked to is from Gillette, WY. He 
went to Sheridan High School. He is 
from Gillette. His father works at a 
coal mine in Gillette. Another is from 
Wheatland, WY. His father works at 
the powerplant. Both of them said that 
President Trump and Republicans had 
saved their fathers’ jobs, and they 
asked me to portray that and give that 
thanks to the President. I did that last 
night as a member of the Escort Com-
mittee when I met with the President 
before he entered the Chamber to de-
liver the State of the Union. 

He knows that what he is doing is 
making a difference for the men and 
women—the working men and women— 
of our country, for the jobs in our com-
munities, for good-paying jobs, and for 
American energy. That is what we are 
doing for America. 

The success that the President out-
lined last night is just the beginning. It 
is being felt by working families every-
where around the country. People are 
going to continue to feel that success 
because of our Republican comprehen-
sive economic plan. 

Being from Wyoming, of course, my 
focus is small businesses that make our 
State thrive. Wyoming is proud to be a 
small business State. Ninety-nine per-
cent of our businesses are small busi-
nesses. Two out of three jobs in our 
State are all from small businesses, 
and what we are talking about is farm-
ers, ranchers, construction workers, 
energy workers, so many more; people 
who feed our country, people who 
power our homes, people who make our 
communities better. 

During the previous administration, 
small businesses struggled. They 
chocked on a witch’s brew of higher 
taxes and burdensome regulations. 
Punishing good people for honest work 
did not make life in America more af-
fordable; it made it more challenging. 
It led to higher costs. It led to smaller 
paychecks. It led to fewer jobs. That is 
what the Biden administration and the 
Democrats did. 

But now, because of our Working 
Families Tax Cut law, taxes on small 
businesses are going down, and they 
are going to stay down. The Working 
Families Tax Cut law is already help-
ing create jobs. 

This year, in every State, new Main 
Street jobs are going to be created. 
Small businesses receive a permanent 
tax cut. In my home State of Wyoming, 
50,000 small businesses will benefit 
from them. 

The Working Families Tax Cut law 
encourages investing here at home. 
Small businesses can now write off 100 
percent of their costs for new equip-
ment. It is called full expensing. It 
matters to the small businesses on 
Main Street all along this great Na-
tion. 

Full expensing simply means that 
small businesses will be able to build 
more and grow faster. They can invest 
in their business and their workers. 

Faster growth means lower costs for 
families. It means more jobs. It means 
bigger paychecks. That is what the 
American people want. 

The Working Families Tax Cut law 
supports farmers and ranchers. They 
receive major relief from the dreaded 
death tax. This relief is permanent. 
Death tax relief has significant con-
sequences for rural livelihoods and for 
feeding our country. 

Now, families across Wyoming and 
your home State of Montana, Mr. 
President, will not have to worry about 
whether they can keep the farm or the 
ranch when Grandma or Grandpa 
passes away. They want to keep it in 
the family. In the past, they had to sell 
it to pay the tax man. That is wrong. 

All these changes mean immediate 
savings for small businessowners, for 
their employees, as well as for their 
customers. This year, small 
businessowners will receive about $27 
billion in additional tax refunds. That 
is money in their pockets. And because 
these provisions are permanent, small 
businesses can hire, invest, and grow 
with confidence now and in the future. 
The only people who don’t want this 
success to continue are the Democrats. 

People in mainstream Wyoming—and 
you know, think of a small community 
in Wyoming, Newcastle, WY, a great 
place. I go every year. They do what is 
called Madness on Main Street. All the 
small businesses are out. They have ta-
bles out. The firefighters do a pancake 
breakfast. That is what America is all 
about: small communities, local com-
munity jobs, local schools where they 
still teach the students the Constitu-
tion, the Declaration of Independence. 
The kids can actually recite it. They 
can come to the—they stand up. I have 
been in their classrooms. It is aston-
ishing what is going on in small com-
munities, in small schools, all across 
America. 

That is what President Trump was 
talking about and what he is doing for 
small businesses in our communities in 
rural America, but that is not what we 
saw with the Democrats. No. 

Last night, how did they respond last 
night after the President’s magnificent 
speech? Well, they chose the newly 
elected Governor of Virginia to deliver 
their State of the Union response. 

She was sworn in just a month ago. 
But this is the mindset now of this far- 
left party over there, the Democrats, 
because since she was sworn in last 
month as the Governor of Virginia, she 
has introduced 50 new taxes—50 new 
taxes. 

Democrats in Virginia are trying to 
raise taxes on barbershops, nail salons, 
dry cleaners, and gyms. Every one of 
those—if we were talking about New-
castle, WY, it would hurt Newcastle, 
WY, or the small communities in Wyo-
ming and in your home State of Mon-
tana. But that is what Virginia wants 
to do. That is what the liberals that 
run the house, the senate, and their 
new Governor, whom the Democrats 
chose as the face of the Democratic 

Party—somebody who has been in of-
fice for 1 month and has introduced 50 
new taxes: Barbershops, nail salons, 
dry cleaners, and gyms, tax them all. 

You will love this. She wants to raise 
sales taxes on firearms and ammuni-
tion by 11 percent. That is not some-
thing that works in Wyoming or Mon-
tana. She wants to give instate tuition 
benefits for illegal immigrants. That is 
not something the American people 
agree on. 

She wants to ban gas-powered leaf 
blowers. She is still living in that age 
of focusing on the carbon footprint in-
stead of what we need in America 
today, which is all the energy and af-
fordable energy. That is whom the 
Democrats chose to give the response, 
a person who wants to put sales taxes 
on everyday services all across the 
State. 

You know, I said it before, and I am 
saying it again: Democrats are com-
mitted and determined to raise your 
taxes, and Virginia and what we heard 
from her last night—what they are 
doing in Virginia is just a roadmap to 
the radical policies that the Democrats 
want all over this country. 

Remember, it was the Democrats, 
under Joe Biden, who brought us the 
worst inflation in 40 years. Democrats 
voted last year to raise taxes by $4 tril-
lion. Democrats stood for higher taxes 
last night but not for tax cuts, not for 
working Americans, not for American 
heroes, not for the priorities of the 
safety of the American people. Nope. 

The Democrat agenda continues to be 
higher taxes, higher prices that the 
American people cannot afford. Afford-
ability isn’t improved by taxing and by 
spending more government money; it is 
improved by allowing the American 
people to keep more of what they 
earned so they can make the decisions 
for themselves on what to spend, what 
to save, what to invest. 

Americans are better off today be-
cause Republicans cut taxes, because 
we protect farmers and ranchers, be-
cause we support small businesses. And 
after just 1 year, inflation is falling, 
wages are rising, and more Americans 
are working. 

This is the great American economic 
comeback. This is what we heard from 
the President last night. This is what 
we are proud of is a record of providing 
safety and prosperity for the American 
people, and there is more work to be 
done, as the President said. 

Our Nation is returning to a position 
of safety, security, and prosperity. For 
small businesses in Wyoming and all 
across America, the future is bright. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SHEEHY). The distinguished other Sen-
ator from Wyoming. 

2026 WINTER OLYMPIC GAMES 
Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I am so 

pleased to join my esteemed colleague 
from Wyoming in this next presen-
tation where we rejoice and celebrate 
our Olympians. 

Last night was an incredible display 
of Americana, of the joy of celebrating 
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our athletes. It was particularly joyous 
when our gold medal U.S. Olympic 
hockey team came into the Gallery in 
their beautiful USA sweaters with 
their gold medals around their necks so 
every American who was watching the 
State of the Union last night could join 
with them to celebrate this tremen-
dous achievement and to have a mo-
ment where America was rejoicing to-
gether over something that is so 
quintessentially a North American 
sport and a triumph for our Olympic 
teams. 

Today, I want to continue that joy-
ous celebration by congratulating and 
highlighting and punctuating three 
Wyoming athletes who were at the U.S. 
Olympic Games in Italy. 

The three are Breezy Johnson, Anna 
Gibson of Jackson, and Jaelin Kauf of 
Alta. They did not just compete; they 
embodied grit, resilience, and the de-
termination that really defines Wyo-
ming. I have no doubt that they in-
spired every person in Wyoming, espe-
cially our young student athletes who 
watched them on TV. 

I was so overjoyed that I got to 
watch Breezy Johnson’s win in 
realtime. Breezy Johnson got Amer-
ica’s medal run off to a tremendous 
start. Her race was early in the Olym-
pic Games, and she took the gold medal 
in the women’s skiing downhill, racing 
nearly 80 miles an hour to the finish 
line. It was an incredible moment for 
our country—incredible—and a truly 
incredible moment for Wyoming. 

In addition to Breezy’s gold medal, 
she also came home with a fiance. So 
congratulations to Breezy and Connor. 
We are so happy for you both. 

Jaelin Kauf made history by becom-
ing the most decorated Olympic mogul 
skier in U.S. history, earning her sec-
ond and third career silver medals. 
From learning to ski in Teton Valley 
to competing on the world’s greatest 
stage, Jaelin’s journey reflects years of 
discipline, perseverance, and unwaver-
ing community support. 

The strength that is required in your 
legs to be a mogul skier is absolutely 
unparalleled. Through two Olympic 
Games, she has represented Alta and 
the United States with exceptional 
courage and joy. We could not be 
prouder. 

Anna Gibson became the very first 
American to compete in Olympic ski 
mountaineering—which is a relatively 
new sport in the Olympics—finishing 
fourth alongside her partner in a sport 
she grew up with in Jackson. 

Anna demonstrated the courage to 
step into uncharted territory. As I said, 
it is a very new sport, and stepping 
into uncharted territory is a quality 
Wyoming knows well. So she just did a 
bangup job representing Wyoming and 
the United States in our skimo Olym-
pic debut. 

These three women remind us that 
greatness is not born in stadiums, but 
it is built in gymnasiums and on train-
ing courses and on ski mountains and 
early morning trainings; in weight 

rooms, in your diet, your exercise, and 
particularly in tight-knit communities 
that support these athletes. 

These communities believe in one an-
other. They believe in celebrating each 
other’s hard work. Wyoming has al-
ways stood for toughness, independ-
ence, and quiet excellence. Breezy, 
Jaelin, and Anna carried that spirit 
with them to the world stage. They 
made Wyoming and the entire country 
so proud. We are lucky to call them 
ours. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wyoming. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 

alongside my friend and colleague Sen-
ator LUMMIS to celebrate these three 
talented Olympians: Breezy Johnson, 
Jaelin Kauf, and Anna Gibson. The 2026 
Olympic Games were the most success-
ful winter games in our Nation’s his-
tory. 

Team USA won an astonishing 12 
gold medals. It is the most gold medals 
our country has ever won in the Winter 
Olympics. America brought home the 
second most medals of any country—33 
medals overall. This was a record-set-
ting year for Team USA, and Wyoming 
is no small part of the success. 

Breezy started the historic medal run 
that first day by winning our Nation’s 
first gold medal of the 2026 Games by 
winning women’s downhill alpine ski-
ing. Her victory comes just 4 years 
after she was forced to withdraw from 
the 2022 Olympics due to injuries, inju-
ries sustained on the very mountain 
that she conquered in 2026. 

Her comeback is an inspiring story 
for every young American who aspires 
to a day as an Olympic athlete. 

Jaelin Kauf was next. She took home 
two silver medals in mogul skiing. She 
is now a three-time Olympic silver 
medalist, and that makes her the most 
decorated mogul skier in U.S. Olympic 
history. 

And everyone in Wyoming is so, so 
very proud of Anna Gibson. Look at 
that—the determination, the look in 
her. And what a sport it is. As Senator 
LUMMIS just said, this is the first year 
for ski mountaineering in the Olym-
pics, and it was Anna’s first Olympics 
ever. She made history as the first 
American woman to compete in ski 
mountaineering at the Olympic Winter 
Games. She finished in fourth place 
and accomplished this even though, in-
credibly, she picked up this event only 
a few months ago. I will tell you, she is 
a trailblazer, as are all of these Olym-
pic athletes. 

Watching her event on Saturday, I 
saw a Wyoming flag waving in the 
crowd and cheering her on. The people 
of Wyoming always show up for one an-
other. You know, in Wyoming, we fol-
low the Cowboy Code: Live each day 
with courage, take pride in your work, 
and do what needs to be done. 

So congratulations to our Wyoming 
Olympic champions. They have done so 
much to make history. We are so very 
proud of all of them. They make our 
State and our Nation very proud. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALL 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
DeLeeuw nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as the 

whole world knows, yesterday evening 
President Trump gave his State of the 
Union Address. It is one of our coun-
try’s finest traditions that the Presi-
dent personally gives an update to the 
American people on what he has done 
over the last year, before a joint ses-
sion of Congress, and what he intends 
to do in the future. It was an exciting 
night, with Members of the House, Sen-
ate, and the Supreme Court gathered, 
along with our military leadership, to 
hear about the impressive year that we 
have had under President Trump here 
in the Congress and, of course, at the 
White House. 

And as we just heard from our friends 
from Wyoming, we had an appearance 
from the U.S.A.’s men’s hockey team, 
who recently won the gold medal at the 
Olympics. And the President recog-
nized, appropriately so, so many of our 
Nation’s heroes in a tremendous dis-
play of patriotism that, I know, I wel-
comed. 

Unfortunately, many of our Demo-
cratic colleagues disgracefully chose to 
boycott the President’s Address. But 
their collective temper tantrum 
couldn’t stop the rest of us from enjoy-
ing the President’s speech. 

I was honored to have as my guest 
the president of the National Border 
Patrol Council, Paul Perez, who has 
worked for 29 years in the U.S. Border 
Patrol and who has done a magnificent 
job leading that organization of incred-
ible patriots, when Democrats have de-
monized law enforcement across the 
country, starting with defunding the 
police, abolishing ICE, and, of course, 
then the disrespectful way that Presi-
dent Biden’s administration treated all 
of our professional law enforcement of-
ficers whose job it was to secure the 
border. 

As we heard last night, President 
Trump has many achievements that we 
can all be very proud of, from securing 
the border from the massive surge of il-
legal immigration our country experi-
enced during the Biden administration 
to reestablishing America’s credibility 
on the world stage. But one of the ac-
complishments that I would like to 
highlight today is the improvement in 
our Nation’s fiscal situation through 
the Working Families Tax Cut Act and 
the work of Office of Management and 
Budget Director Russ Vought. 

Now, this may be the first speech on 
the Senate floor in a long time that 
has praised Russ Vought, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budg-
et, but I think praise is due, as you will 
hear in a moment. 
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