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(Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE), the Senator 
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. HUSTED) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3752, a bill to 
amend the National Voter Registration 
Act of 1993 to require proof of United 
States citizenship to register an indi-
vidual to vote in elections for Federal 
office, and for other purposes. 

S. 3769 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3769, a bill to amend the Puy-
allup Tribe of Indians Settlement Act 
of 1989 to clarify that amounts in the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians Settlement 
Trust Fund may be withdrawn by the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and for 
other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 103 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 103, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs re-
lating to ‘‘Reproductive Health Serv-
ices’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and 
Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 3783. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, 
acting through the Assistant Secretary 
for Mental Health and Substance Use, 
to establish a Mental and Behavioral 
Health Career Promotion Grant Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to introduce the Mental Health Career 
Promotion Act. This legislation would 
expand opportunities for students to 
learn about and pursue careers in men-
tal health. 

The Mental Health Career Promotion 
Act would bolster the behavioral and 
mental health workforce pipeline by 
providing students with educational 
opportunities in the mental health 
field. Specifically, this bill would es-
tablish the Behavioral and Mental 
Health Career Promotion Grant Pro-
gram, administered by the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration, SAMHSA, which would 
provide funding to schools to create op-
portunities for students to interact 
with and shadow mental health care 
professionals, coordinate internship 
and externship opportunities for stu-
dents who are interested in mental 
health, and provide educational presen-
tations to students that increase expo-
sure to and knowledge of the mental 
health field. 

Poor mental health impacts millions 
of students, with two in five reporting 
persistent feelings of sadness or hope-
lessness in the last 30 days and one in 
five reporting that they have seriously 
considered attempting suicide in 2023. 
Unfortunately, most students go un-
treated because they do not know 
where to turn for help. 

According to the most recent data 
from SAMHSA, more than half of all 
Americans live in a mental health pro-
fessional shortage area. Unfortunately, 
between 2021 and 2026, the total number 
of mental health professionals in the 
United States is projected to decline by 
13 percent while demand for these pro-
fessionals is expected to increase by 
over 50 percent. 

One of the most important steps that 
Congress can take to address this 
shortage is to expand opportunities for 
students to learn about and pursue ca-
reers in mental health. As our Nation 
continues to confront an unfolding 
mental health crisis, this critical legis-
lation works to support the next gen-
eration of mental health professionals 
and reinforces the timeless message 
that there is zero shame in asking for 
help and that seeking support is a sign 
of strength. 

I would like to thank Representative 
BALINT for leading this legislation in 
the House, and I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to enact the 
Mental Health Career Promotion Act 
as soon as possible. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and 
Ms. ROSEN): 

S. 3784. A bill to amend the Student 
Support and Academic Enrichment 
Grant program to promote career 
awareness in accounting as part of a 
well-rounded STEM educational experi-
ence; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Accounting 
STEM Pursuit Act, which would help ad-
dress workforce shortages in the ac-
counting profession by recognizing ac-
counting as a STEM education subject 
and adding accounting education pro-
grams as an allowable use of K through 
12 Federal grant funding. I want to 
thank Senator Rosen for coleading this 
bill with me. 

Accountants play a key role in to-
day’s economy. They serve as trusted 
advisers for companies large and small, 
assist in measuring business perform-
ance, help individuals and businesses 
file their taxes in an accurate and 
timely manner, assist government en-
tities with their finances, and even in-
vestigate instances of financial fraud. 
Yet the United States is facing a short-
age of accountants willing and able to 
fill these important economic roles. In 
Maine, for example, municipalities 
have struggled to find accountants to 
conduct their annual audits. 

Recent trends suggest this shortage 
will continue. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, about 124,000 job 
openings for accountants and auditors 

are projected each year, on average, 
over the next decade. At the same 
time, fewer students are pursuing ac-
counting degrees than in prior years. 

The Accounting STEM Pursuit Act 
seeks to improve the accounting pipe-
line by expanding K through 12 stu-
dents’ exposure to accounting pro-
grams. As with other areas of STEM 
education, this bill would qualify ac-
counting instruction for Federal funds. 
This recognition aligns with the in-
creasing need for accounting profes-
sionals to have high-level math and 
technology skills, including the ability 
to analyze big data, ensure data secu-
rity, and manage cyber security risk. 

In particular, this bill would allow 
States and school districts to use a 
portion of their Federal student sup-
port and academic enrichment grant 
funding to support accounting edu-
cation, including accounting career 
awareness. The Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment Grant Program 
was created as part of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act and aims to help States 
and school districts offer a well-round-
ed educational experience to all stu-
dents. The Accounting STEM Pursuit Act 
would also allow school districts to use 
this flexible grant to strengthen their 
accounting curricula. 

Businesses and individuals rely on 
accountants to help them develop and 
reach their financial goals. The Ac-
counting STEM Pursuit Act would help 
address the shortage of accountants by 
promoting accounting education and 
improving the pipeline of future ac-
countants. I encourage my colleagues 
to support this bipartisan bill. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 3793. A bill to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to extend the consumer 
credit protections provided to members 
of the Armed Forces and their depend-
ents under title 10, United States Code, 
to all consumers; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I am 
reintroducing the Predatory Lending 
Elimination Act along with many of 
my colleagues. This important legisla-
tion would extend the bipartisan Mili-
tary Lending Act, MLA, protections for 
Active-Duty servicemembers and their 
families to all Americans by imposing 
a nationwide 36 percent cap on the an-
nual percentage rate, APR, for most 
extensions of consumer credit. 

The MLA was enacted on a bipartisan 
basis in 2006 to rein in payday and 
other unscrupulous lenders that tar-
geted American troops with abusive 
and predatory loans. Unfortunately, 
the MLA does not protect veterans or 
Gold Star families from these exploita-
tive practices. Servicemembers and 
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their families should not lose impor-
tant consumer protections simply be-
cause they retire, separate from honor-
able service, or lose their loved ones. 
Frankly, all Americans deserve to be 
shielded from these kinds of predatory 
loans, and that is just what our bill 
does. 

Hundreds of millions of American 
consumers could benefit from a 36-per-
cent APR cap. In States that do not 
have such a cap, predatory lenders can 
offer loans with triple-digit APRs that 
trap individuals in cycles of debt. For 
instance, the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau found that 80 percent of 
payday loans are rolled over or re-
newed within 2 weeks. This practice 
can subject borrowers not just to high 
nominal interest rates but also to high 
fees that can quickly surpass the 
amount of money originally borrowed. 
These are hallmarks of predatory lend-
ing and poor underwriting. 

According to a coalition of commu-
nity organizations, payday lenders are 
known to target the most vulnerable, 
including seniors, veterans, and low-in-
come borrowers. Many in these com-
munities are already struggling to 
make ends meet as they navigate the 
President’s tariffs and stubbornly high 
prices, and are continuing to pay exor-
bitant APRs may cause them to fall 
deeper into economic insecurity. This 
is why it is important to extend strong 
protections against unscrupulous lend-
ers to all Americans. 

The MLA’s successful track record 
demonstrates that providing reason-
able, responsible limits on interest 
rates does not cut off consumers’ ac-
cess to credit. According to a May 2021 
report from the Department of Defense, 
‘‘credit cards, auto loans, and personal 
loans are widely available at risk-based 
rates under the 36 percent [military] 
APR’’ and ‘‘[s]ervice members continue 
to have ample access to necessary cred-
it.’’ 

Moreover, this legislation would fol-
low the trend in many States towards 
greater protections against predatory 
loans. Nineteen States and the District 
of Columbia have enacted 36 percent 
APR caps or banned payday loans. 
Lenders in these States have incentives 
to offer more affordable loans that bor-
rowers have an ability to repay. The 
same incentives should apply across 
the Nation. 

I thank the 176 consumer advocacy 
groups, faith-based organizations, vet-
eran service organizations, and trade 
associations that support this bill, in-
cluding the Consumer Federation of 
America, the National Consumer Law 
Center, on behalf of its low-income cli-
ents, the Center for Responsible Lend-
ing, Americans for Financial Reform, 
Amalgamated Bank, the Military Offi-
cers Association of America, and the 
National Military Family Association. 

I urge our colleagues to join us in 
supporting this important legislation. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 3797. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to estab-
lish new prohibited acts relating to die-
tary supplements; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

S. 3797 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prohibiting 
Tianeptine and Other Dangerous Products 
Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. NEW PROHIBITED ACTS RELATING TO DI-

ETARY SUPPLEMENTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301 of the Federal 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(jjj) The introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce of any 
product marketed as a dietary supplement 
that does not meet the definition of a die-
tary supplement under section 201(ff). 

‘‘(kkk) The introduction or delivery for in-
troduction into interstate commerce of a di-
etary supplement that has been prepared, 
packed, or held using the assistance of, or at 
the direction of, a person debarred under sec-
tion 306.’’. 

(b) NEW IMPORT EXCLUSION.—Section 801(a) 
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 381(a)) is amended in paragraph (3) 
of the third sentence, by striking ‘‘section 
301(ll)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (ll), (jjj), or 
(kkk) of section 301’’. 

(c) NEW SEIZURE AUTHORITIES.—Section 304 
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 334) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), in the first sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘section section 301(ll), 
404, or 505’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (ll), 
(jjj), or (kkk) of section 301, section 404, or 
section 505’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d)(1), in the first sen-
tence, by inserting ‘‘, or product in violation 
of paragraph (jjj) or (kkk) of section 301,’’ 
after ‘‘condemned under this section’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 597—PRO-
VIDING FOR THE AUTHORITY TO 
INITIATE LITIGATION FOR AC-
TIONS BY THE PRESIDENT AND 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFI-
CIALS INCONSISTENT WITH 
THEIR DUTIES UNDER THE LAWS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. KIM, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. HIRONO) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration: 

S. RES. 597 

Whereas Public Law 119–38 (the Epstein 
Files Transparency Act, referred to in this 
resolution as the ‘‘Act’’) was passed with 
overwhelming bipartisan support in both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives, 
and with their vote, every United States 
Senator, and 427 bipartisan House members 
sent a clear and simple message: Release all 
the Epstein files; 

Whereas the Act required the release of 
‘‘all’’ records, documents, communications, 
and investigation materials in a searchable 
and downloadable format by December 19, 
2025; 

Whereas the Act provided for limited, nar-
rowly tailored grounds for withholding or re-
dacting information made public in compli-
ance with the law; 

Whereas, on December 19, 2025, Deputy At-
torney General Todd Blanche said the Jus-
tice Department would release an initial, but 
not complete, portion of the Epstein files, 
which would include ‘‘several hundred thou-
sand documents’’ from its Epstein investiga-
tive files; 

Whereas the Act provides no exception to 
meeting the December 19, 2025, release dead-
line; 

Whereas the Department of Justice re-
leased only 12,285 documents, representing 
less than 1 percent of the total files in the 
Department’s possession, between December 
19, 2025, and December 22, 2025; 

Whereas the Department of Justice sought 
to inflate the total numbers of documents re-
leased; 

Whereas, on its website, the Department of 
Justice has also posted other Epstein-related 
material, which was already made public be-
fore enactment of the Act, including records 
previously produced under the Freedom of 
Information Act, the July Maxwell inter-
view, the Bureau of Prison footage of 
Epstein’s jail cell on the night of his death, 
prior Department of Justice Office of Profes-
sional Responsibility and Office of Inspector 
General reports and statements, and a link 
to the website of the Committee on Over-
sight of the House of Representatives; 

Whereas the Department of Justice an-
nounced on December 24, 2025, that it had ap-
parently discovered over 1,000,000 additional 
documents, and that the Department was re-
viewing over 5,000,000 pages, which would 
take several weeks to review and release to 
the public; 

Whereas the Department of Justice re-
leased another production of files on Janu-
ary 30, 2025, which it represented as the final 
production of Epstein files; 

Whereas the Department of Justice an-
nounced it would release 3,000,000 pages, 
which was half of the 6,000,000 pages it ac-
knowledged collecting, yet it released fewer 
than 2,700,000 pages, falling materially short 
of its stated production; 

Whereas the released documents were ex-
tensively redacted, not in compliance with 
the limited scope of redactions permitted in 
the Act; and 

Whereas the released material improperly 
disclosed Epstein survivor information, 
while in other instances, withholding or re-
dacting information concerning Epstein co- 
conspirators and enablers from disclosure: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Majority Leader of the Senate shall 

initiate or intervene in one or more civil ac-
tions in the name of the Senate in a Federal 
Court of competent jurisdiction to seek ap-
propriate relief regarding the failure of the 
Department of Justice to act in a manner 
consistent with Public Law 119–38 (the Ep-
stein Files Transparency Act); 

(2) the Majority Leader of the Senate shall 
notify the Senate when the body initiates or 
intervenes in any civil action pursuant to 
this resolution; and 

(3) the Office of Senate Legal Counsel, or 
any other counsel designated at the direc-
tion of the Majority Leader of the Senate, 
following consultation with the Minority 
Leader of the Senate, shall represent the 
Senate in any civil action initiated, or in 
which the Senate intervenes, pursuant to 
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