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our national security, our safety, that 
time is now. 

Separately, this afternoon, leaders of 
the House and Senate will meet with 
senior administration officials to ask 
questions about what is going on in 
Venezuela—try to get to the bottom of 
it—and what the plan is moving for-
ward. An all-Senators briefing is also 
being organized for later this week. I 
demanded these briefings immediately 
after the strike on Saturday. 

The administration owes Congress 
and the American people some pretty 
basic answers to many important ques-
tions—most importantly: What the hell 
does Donald Trump mean when he says 
the United States now intends to ‘‘run’’ 
Venezuela? Does this mean we are now 
in the business of nation building Ven-
ezuela? Are we going to put troops on 
the ground? How many? Where? And 
how much will it cost? How long will 
this go on? These questions should be 
answered to the Congress and, more 
importantly, to the American people 
before the administration attempts 
anything akin to so-called running 
Venezuela. 

Frankly, we also know why Senator 
Rubio misled Congress so blatantly 
over the past 4 months. On three occa-
sions, I asked Rubio whether or not the 
administration was seeking regime 
change in Venezuela. Three times the 
answer was no. We never really be-
lieved him in the first place, to be can-
did. But if Secretary Rubio wasn’t 
straight with us about Venezuela, what 
else is he not being straight with us 
about now? What else is he not being 
straight with the American people 
about now? For example, is an attack 
on Colombia now on the table? What 
about Iran or Greenland? 

How is any of this putting America 
first? The simple answer is that it is 
not. 

If you are a family of four in New 
York and your healthcare premiums 
just doubled on January 1, what are 
you supposed to think when you read 
in the paper that Donald Trump is 
spending billions attacking Venezuela? 
If you are struggling to keep a roof 
over your head, if you are falling be-
hind on your mortgage payment, what 
are you supposed to think when Donald 
Trump says we are going to ‘‘run’’ Ven-
ezuela for a while? 

The American people did not sign up 
for another round of endless wars. They 
want Donald Trump to focus on the 
problems here at home: on healthcare, 
on housing, on energy, on groceries. 
But Donald Trump’s promise to keep 
us out of foreign entanglements is now 
as worthless as his promise to release 
the Epstein files. 

He promises his base one thing on the 
campaign trail and does the exact op-
posite once he is in office, and it is the 
American people who will pay the 
price. 

f 

COST OF LIVING 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now, 

on cost of living, if Donald Trump re-

fuses to focus on the one thing Ameri-
cans want most, which is to lower the 
cost of living, Democrats are happy to 
do it for them. As we begin 2026, Demo-
crats enter the new year on our front 
foot. The cost of living will remain the 
No. 1 focus for this week, this month, 
this year, and beyond. 

The tip of the spear for so many peo-
ple when it comes to costs, of course, is 
healthcare. It is now January 5, 2026. 
For tens of millions of people, the re-
ality of sky-high premiums has now 
been locked in, thanks to Republicans 
who let the ACA premium tax credits 
expire last year. Millions more no 
longer have healthcare at all. Many 
others have switched to lower quality 
plans and can no longer see the doctors 
they have gone to for years and years 
and years or afford the medicines that 
their children have been taking to cure 
deadly diseases. Parents without insur-
ance now don’t know what to do if 
their kids get sick. 

Every Democrat in the Senate voted 
to extend the premium tax credits at 
the end of last year. And a number of 
Republicans—a small number, unfortu-
nately, of Republicans—in both Cham-
bers say they want to do it. But instead 
of listening to the vast majority of 
Americans who want these tax credits 
rendered, Leader THUNE and Speaker 
JOHNSON have sided with rightwing ex-
tremists who are happy to see these 
credits die. The result: higher pre-
miums, more uninsured Americans, 
greater uncertainty for the people back 
home—especially people, actually, in 
the red States. 

Democrats will not relent on the 
issue of the cost of living, of how dif-
ficult it is for Americans to pay the 
bills for things they need. The topic is 
not going to go away anytime soon. In 
fact, it will only grow in intensity over 
the year. 

But, as everyone knows, healthcare 
is not the only part of the story when 
it comes to lowering the cost of living. 
In the coming weeks and months, 
Democrats will lay out cleanly and 
comprehensively how we can lower 
costs for the American people on a 
number of different topics—from 
health to housing, to groceries, to 
childcare, to energy costs, and beyond. 

In the coming weeks, for example, I 
will work with a number of my col-
leagues, including Senator WARREN, on 
the many options we have to help 
Americans pay for housing. We also 
need to look at lowering grocery costs. 
We need to end Donald Trump’s de-
structive tariffs. We need to help fami-
lies afford daycare. These are the 
things that Americans care about, not 
invading Venezuela, not attacking Co-
lombia, or dreaming of invading Green-
land. 

The Democrats are focused on the 
things that matter to the American 
people, and we will focus on these like 
a laser—the high cost of living; afford-
ability. Just like Democrats are dialed 
in on healthcare and brought the Na-
tion’s attention to this important 

issue, we are also focusing on costs as 
they relate to housing and groceries 
and energy and childcare and so much 
more. 

We show the contrast that, while 
Donald Trump and Republicans are 
spending all of their time on foreign 
wars, on ballrooms, on private jets, 
Democrats are the ones focused on 
helping people pay the bills for the 
things they need every day to live their 
lives decently. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BRITT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
f 

NATIONAL EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS 
REDUCTION PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2025 

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 183, S. 320. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 320) to reauthorize the Earth-

quake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
was reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment to strike all 
after the enacting clause and insert the 
part printed in italic, as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Earth-
quake Hazards Reduction Program Reauthor-
ization Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF FINDINGS. 

Section 2 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7701) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘50 States, and the Common-

wealth of Puerto Rico,’’ and inserting ‘‘States 
and Tribal jurisdictions’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘of them’’ and inserting 
‘‘States’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘Tennessee,,’’ and inserting ‘‘, 
Tennessee,’’; and 

(D) by striking ‘‘A large portion of the popu-
lation of the United States lives in areas vulner-
able to earthquake hazards’’ and inserting ‘‘Al-
most half of the United States population re-
sides in areas that are at risk or experiencing a 
damaging earthquake during the 50-year period 
beginning on the date of the enactment of the 
National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2025’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by inserting after the first sentence the 

following: ‘‘A 2023 report by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the United 
States Geological Survey (FEMA P–366) esti-
mates the annualized earthquake losses to the 
national building stock is $14,700,000,000 per 
year and the total economic exposure to earth-
quake losses (buildings and contents) across the 
nation is $107,800,000,000,000.’’; and 
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(B) in the third sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and construction’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘, construction, evaluation, and retro-
fitting’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and (E)’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘(E) inventories of buildings and in-
frastructure with high seismic risk, especially 
those that are critical to community resilience, 
(F) programs that require or incentivize replace-
ment or retrofit of existing buildings and infra-
structure with high seismic risk, especially those 
that are critical to community resilience, and 
(G)’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Tribal,’’ 
after ‘‘local,’’; 

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘could pro-
vide’’ and all that follows through the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘is necessary to provide 
the scientific understanding needed to improve 
and expand the earthquake early warning sys-
tem.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘cave-ins’’ 
and inserting ‘‘collapse’’; 

(6) in paragraph (9)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘and 

local’’ and inserting ‘‘local, and Tribal govern-
ment’’; 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘trans-
fer knowledge and information to’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘exchange knowledge and information be-
tween’’; and 

(C) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘speci-
fications, criteria’’ and inserting ‘‘guidelines, 
codes, standards’’; 

(7) in paragraph (12)— 
(A) in the second sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘When earthquakes occur, the 

built environment is generally’’ and inserting 
‘‘Relatively newer buildings and infrastructure 
have generally been’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and is’’ and inserting ‘‘when 
earthquakes occur, but most are’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘In 
addition, buildings and infrastructure built to 
older codes and standards may pose significant 
risk of injury, loss of life, or irreparable damage. 
A 2021 report submitted to Congress pursuant to 
section 8(b), as amended by section 5 of the Na-
tional Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program 
Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115– 
307), by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (FEMA P2090/NST SP–1254) 
provides recommendations for improving post- 
earthquake functional recovery time of the built 
environment to support community resilience 
goals and many of these recommendations still 
need to be implemented.’’; and 

(8) in paragraph (13)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘in 

2011’’ after ‘‘a study’’; 
(B) in the second sentence, by inserting ‘‘(in 

2011 dollars)’’ after ‘‘$300,000,000’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘The 

cost of actual seismic retrofits to reduce known 
risks is not included in such valuation.’’. 
SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF PURPOSE. 

Section 3 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7702) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting ‘‘, 

local, and Tribal government’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘locations and structures’’ and 

inserting ‘‘buildings and infrastructure’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and construction’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘, construction, evaluation, and retro-
fitting’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘housing and care facilities 
for vulnerable populations,’’ after ‘‘occupancy 
buildings,’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting ‘‘, 

local, and Tribal government’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘encourage consideration of’’ 

and inserting ‘‘incorporate’’. 
SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF DEFINITIONS. 

Section 4 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7703) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, including 
secondary effects such as earthquake-caused 
tsunamis’’ after ‘‘earthquakes’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) The term ‘Tribal government’ has the 

meaning given the term ‘tribal government’ in 
section 421 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974 (2 U.S.C. 658). 

‘‘(12) The term ‘functional recovery’ means a 
post-earthquake performance state in which a 
building or lifeline infrastructure system is 
maintained, or restored, to safely and ade-
quately support the basic intended functions as-
sociated with the pre-earthquake use or occu-
pancy of a building, or the pre-earthquake serv-
ice level of a lifeline infrastructure system. 

‘‘(13) The term ‘earthquake forecast’ means a 
statement of probabilities that 1 or more earth-
quakes within a clearly specified magnitude 
range may occur within a specified time interval 
and geographic region.’’. 
SEC. 5. IMPROVEMENTS TO NATIONAL EARTH-

QUAKE HAZARDS REDUCTION PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Subsection (a)(2) of 
section 5 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduction 
Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7704) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in the matter before clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting 

‘‘local, and Tribal’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and constructing’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘, designing, constructing, evaluating, and 
retrofitting’’; 

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as follows: 
‘‘(ii) development of standards, guidelines, 

and voluntary standards, guidelines, and con-
sensus codes for earthquake hazards reduction 
for buildings, structures, and lifeline infrastruc-
ture, including post-earthquake recovery-based 
performance objectives that address reoccu-
pancy and downtime of community-prioritized 
buildings, structures, and services provided by 
lifeline infrastructure;’’; 

(C) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and hazards 
reduction; and’’ and inserting ‘‘functional re-
covery, and other hazards reduction topics;’’; 

(D) in clause (iv)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and maintaining’’ after 

‘‘publishing’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘in coordination with the Na-

tional Tsunami Hazards Mitigation Program, 
tsunami susceptibility,’’ after ‘‘liquefaction sus-
ceptibility,’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a semi-
colon; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(v) subject to the availability of funds, devel-

opment of best practices and guidelines to create 
an inventory of and conduct seismic perform-
ance evaluations of buildings, structures, and 
lifeline infrastructure with high seismic risk, es-
pecially those that are critical to community re-
silience; and 

‘‘(vi) subject to the availability of funds, the 
provision of technical assistance upon request 
by a State, local, or Tribal government regard-
ing— 

‘‘(I) the creation of an inventory of buildings, 
structures, and lifeline infrastructure; 

‘‘(II) the performance of seismic performance 
evaluations; and 

‘‘(III) cost-effective best practices for retro-
fitting existing buildings, structures, and lifeline 
infrastructure.’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as sub-
paragraph (E); and 

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) improve the understanding of— 
‘‘(i) the multiple hazards associated with 

earthquakes, including liquefaction, tsunamis, 
landslides, and structural fires; and 

‘‘(ii) potential mitigation measures for such 
hazards; and’’. 

(b) DUTIES OF INTERAGENCY COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ON EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS REDUC-

TION.—Subsection (a)(3)(D)(ii) of such section is 
amended— 

(1) in subclause (V), by inserting ‘‘and associ-
ated secondary hazards’’ before the period at 
the end; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(VIII) Coordinating with the Chair of the 

Federal Communications Commission on the 
timely broadcasting of emergency alerts gen-
erated by the earthquake early warning sys-
tem.’’. 

(c) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Subsection (a)(4)(A) of 
such section is amended by striking ‘‘under 
paragraph (3)(D)(i)(I)’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘under paragraph (3)(D)(ii)(I)’’. 

(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Subsection 
(a)(5)(A) of such section is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the Scientific 
Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee and’’ 
after ‘‘including’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and local government’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, local, and Tribal governments’’. 

(e) LEAD AGENCY FOR RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PROGRAM AGENCIES.—Subsection (b)(1) of such 
section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 
local’’ and all that follows through the semi-
colon at the end and inserting the following: 
‘‘local, and Tribal governments, national stand-
ards and model building code organizations, ar-
chitects and engineers, and others with a role in 
planning, designing, constructing, evaluating, 
and retrofitting buildings and lifeline infra-
structure;’’; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and 
(D) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively; 
and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) improve the understanding of earth-
quake-caused fires and support the development 
of engineering tools and construction methods 
that mitigate the risk of fire following earth-
quakes; 

‘‘(D) develop, in coordination with the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, best practices and guidelines for a 
State, local, or Tribal government to create an 
inventory of buildings, structures, or lifeline in-
frastructure that are critical to community resil-
ience or otherwise have high seismic risk; 

‘‘(E) provide, in coordination with the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, technical assistance to a State, local, or 
Tribal government requesting such assistance 
with respect to the creation of an inventory of 
buildings, structures, or lifeline infrastruc-
ture;’’. 

(f) RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—Subsection (b)(2) of 
such section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and Tribal governments’’ 

after ‘‘States’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and performance evalua-

tions’’ after ‘‘safety inspections’’; and 
(iii) by inserting ‘‘and improve post-earth-

quake functional recovery’’ after ‘‘seismic safe-
ty’’; 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘, including 
Tribal entities,’’ after ‘‘appropriate audiences’’; 

(C) in clause (iii)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘of seismic resistant’’ and in-

serting ‘‘to all appropriate audiences, including 
Tribal governments, of’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘that enhance seismic safety, 
improve post-earthquake functional recovery, 
and reduce losses from earthquakes’’ after ‘‘and 
lifeline infrastructure’’; 

(D) in clause (iv)— 
(i) in striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting ‘‘, 

local, and Tribal’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a semi-

colon; 
(E) by redesignating clause (v) as clause (vi); 

and 
(F) by inserting after clause (iv) the following: 
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‘‘(v) shall provide technical assistance to 

State, local, or Tribal governmental entities in 
the creation of evacuation plans in the event of 
an earthquake, landslide, tsunami, or other 
earthquake-related hazard; and’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in the subparagraph heading, by inserting 

‘‘AND TRIBAL’’ after ‘‘STATE’’; 
(B) in the matter before clause (i), by inserting 

‘‘or Tribal government’’ after ‘‘State’’; and 
(C) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘safety’’ and in-

serting ‘‘performance, community resilience, or 
public awareness’’. 

(g) RESPONSIBILITIES OF UNITED STATES GEO-
LOGICAL SURVEY.—Subsection (b)(3) of such sec-
tion is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and 
local’’ and inserting ‘‘, local, and Tribal’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘, the 
Chair of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion,’’ after ‘‘Agency’’; 

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) 
through (K) as subparagraphs (I) through (P), 
respectively; 

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) coordinate with the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency on data sharing and 
resource allocation to support a timely response 
to oceanic earthquakes and tsunamis; 

‘‘(E) in consultation with the Chair of the 
Federal Communications Commission, ensure 
that earthquake alerts and early warnings are 
broadcast as rapidly and reliably as possible, in 
the predominant languages in the affected re-
gion, to ensure maximum warning time for near-
by persons; 

‘‘(F) expand the earthquake early warning 
system within and to additional high risk haz-
ard areas, including making improvements as 
practicable to improve detection and increase 
the time between warning messages and percep-
tible ground motion; 

‘‘(G) coordinating with affected State and 
Tribal governments on earthquake early warn-
ing system improvements; 

‘‘(H) issue earthquake forecasts, when appro-
priate, for aftershocks associated with signifi-
cant earthquakes in the United States;’’; 

(5) in subparagraph (I), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the 
Federal Communications Commission,’’ after 
‘‘Agency,’’; 

(6) in subparagraph (L), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting 
a semicolon; 

(7) in subparagraph (M), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by striking the period at the end 
and inserting a semicolon; and 

(8) in subparagraph (O), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘maps of natural 
hazards associated with earthquakes and’’ after 
‘‘including’’. 

(h) RESPONSIBILITIES OF NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION.—Subsection (b)(4)(A) of such sec-
tion is amended— 

(1) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘including up-
dated tsunami and liquefaction risk maps,’’ 
after ‘‘maps,’’; and 

(2) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and those serv-
ing large proportions of Hispanics, Native Amer-
icans, Asian-Pacific Americans, and other 
underrepresented populations’’ and inserting 
‘‘institutions described in section 371(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1067q(a))’’. 
SEC. 6. SEISMIC PERFORMANCE PROPERTY 

STANDARDS. 
Section 947 of the Cranston-Gonzales National 

Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 7704a) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘safety’’ both 
places it appears and inserting ‘‘performance’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘shake-re-
lated property damage’’ and inserting ‘‘seismic- 

related property damage to improve the post- 
earthquake functional recovery time’’. 
SEC. 7. SEISMIC STANDARDS. 

Section 8 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7705b) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘under para-
graph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘under subsection 
(a)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDA-

TIONS.—Each Program agency, as part of their 
Program responsibilities, shall implement, with-
in the Program activities authorized by this Act, 
the applicable recommendations in the report 
submitted pursuant to subsection (b) to improve 
the performance of the built environment in 
terms of post-earthquake reoccupancy and func-
tional recovery time. 

‘‘(d) BIENNIAL REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO INTERAGENCY CO-

ORDINATING COMMITTEE.—No later than Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and not less frequently than 
once every 2 years thereafter, each Program 
agency shall submit to the Interagency Coordi-
nating Committee a report on activities and 
progress made to support, promote, or advance 
the implementation of the recommendations in-
cluded in the report submitted pursuant to sub-
section (b). 

‘‘(2) INCLUSION IN BIENNIAL REPORTS OF INTER-
AGENCY COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—The Inter-
agency Coordinating Committee shall include 
the information received under paragraph (1) in 
each biennial report submitted under section 
5(a)(4), including consideration of a prioritized 
work plan to coordinate activities among the 
Program agencies and the necessary Program 
budget to fully implement the recommendations 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 
SEC. 8. IMPROVEMENTS TO POST-EARTHQUAKE 

INVESTIGATIONS PROGRAM. 
Section 11 of the Earthquake Hazards Reduc-

tion Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7705e) is amended, in 
the matter before paragraph (1)— 

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘domes-
tic and international’’ after ‘‘investigate 
major’’; and 

(2) in the fifth sentence, by inserting ‘‘Federal 
Emergency Management’’ before ‘‘Agency’’. 
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORIZATION FOR PROGRAM.— 
Subsection (a)(8) of section 12 of the Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7706) 
is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(K) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2028,’’. 
(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.— 

Subsection (b)(2) of such section is amended— 
(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(K) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2024, of which 

not less than $36,000,000 shall be made available 
for completion of the Advanced National Seismic 
System established under section 13; 

‘‘(L) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2025, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made available 
for completion of the Advanced National Seismic 
System established under section 13; 

‘‘(M) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2026, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made available 
for completion of the Advanced National Seismic 
System established under section 13; 

‘‘(N) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2027, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made available 
for completion of the Advanced National Seismic 
System established under section 13; and 

‘‘(O) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2028, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made available 

for completion of the Advanced National Seismic 
System established under section 13.’’. 

(c) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION.—Sub-
section (c)(2) of such section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; 

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a comma; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(K) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2028.’’. 
(d) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 

TECHNOLOGY.—Subsection (d)(2) of such section 
is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; 

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a comma; and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(K) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2028,’’. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Scott of Florida 
amendment at the desk to the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment 
be considered and agreed to, the com-
mittee-reported substitute amend-
ment, as amended, be considered and 
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be con-
sidered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 4148) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
(Purpose: To control funding for the Na-

tional Earthquake Hazards Reduction Pro-
gram) 
At the end, add the following: 

SEC. 10. FUNDING CONTROLS. 
Section 12 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-

duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7706), as amend-
ed by section 9, is further amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) FUNDING.—Funds used by an agency to 
carry out this Act may, as provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, only come 
from amounts authorized to be appropriated 
to that agency. 

‘‘(f) DEFICIT REDUCTION.—Any amount ap-
propriated to an account of a Federal agency 
for the Federal agency to carry out a respon-
sibility under this Act that is cancelled pur-
suant to section 1552(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, shall be transferred to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury and be applied to 
deficit reduction.’’. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The bill (S. 320), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed as follows: 

S. 320 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program Re-
authorization Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. MODIFICATION OF FINDINGS. 

Section 2 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7701) is amend-
ed— 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8 January 5, 2026 
(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘50 States, and the Com-

monwealth of Puerto Rico,’’ and inserting 
‘‘States and Tribal jurisdictions’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘of them’’ and inserting 
‘‘States’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘Tennessee,,’’ and inserting 
‘‘, Tennessee,’’; and 

(D) by striking ‘‘A large portion of the pop-
ulation of the United States lives in areas 
vulnerable to earthquake hazards’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Almost half of the United States 
population resides in areas that are at risk 
or experiencing a damaging earthquake dur-
ing the 50-year period beginning on the date 
of the enactment of the National Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2025’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by inserting after the first sentence the 

following: ‘‘A 2023 report by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and the 
United States Geological Survey (FEMA P– 
366) estimates the annualized earthquake 
losses to the national building stock is 
$14,700,000,000 per year and the total eco-
nomic exposure to earthquake losses (build-
ings and contents) across the nation is 
$107,800,000,000,000.’’; and 

(B) in the third sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and construction’’ and in-

serting ‘‘, construction, evaluation, and ret-
rofitting’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and (E)’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘(E) inventories of buildings and 
infrastructure with high seismic risk, espe-
cially those that are critical to community 
resilience, (F) programs that require or 
incentivize replacement or retrofit of exist-
ing buildings and infrastructure with high 
seismic risk, especially those that are crit-
ical to community resilience, and (G)’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Tribal,’’ 
after ‘‘local,’’; 

(4) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘could pro-
vide’’ and all that follows through the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘is necessary to pro-
vide the scientific understanding needed to 
improve and expand the earthquake early 
warning system.’’; 

(5) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘cave-ins’’ 
and inserting ‘‘collapse’’; 

(6) in paragraph (9)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘and 

local’’ and inserting ‘‘local, and Tribal gov-
ernment’’; 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘transfer knowledge and information to’’ 
and inserting ‘‘exchange knowledge and in-
formation between’’; and 

(C) in the third sentence, by striking 
‘‘specifications, criteria’’ and inserting 
‘‘guidelines, codes, standards’’; 

(7) in paragraph (12)— 
(A) in the second sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘When earthquakes occur, 

the built environment is generally’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Relatively newer buildings and in-
frastructure have generally been’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘and is’’ and inserting 
‘‘when earthquakes occur, but most are’’; 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘In 
addition, buildings and infrastructure built 
to older codes and standards may pose sig-
nificant risk of injury, loss of life, or irrep-
arable damage. A 2021 report submitted to 
Congress pursuant to section 8(b), as amend-
ed by section 5 of the National Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–307), by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency and the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (FEMA P2090/NST SP–1254) provides 
recommendations for improving post-earth-
quake functional recovery time of the built 
environment to support community resil-

ience goals and many of these recommenda-
tions still need to be implemented.’’; and 

(8) in paragraph (13)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘in 

2011’’ after ‘‘a study’’; 
(B) in the second sentence, by inserting 

‘‘(in 2011 dollars)’’ after ‘‘$300,000,000’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘The cost of actual seismic retrofits to re-
duce known risks is not included in such 
valuation.’’. 
SEC. 3. MODIFICATION OF PURPOSE. 

Section 3 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7702) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting 

‘‘, local, and Tribal government’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘locations and structures’’ 

and inserting ‘‘buildings and infrastructure’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and construction’’ and in-

serting ‘‘, construction, evaluation, and ret-
rofitting’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘housing and care facili-
ties for vulnerable populations,’’ after ‘‘occu-
pancy buildings,’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting 

‘‘, local, and Tribal government’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘encourage consideration 

of’’ and inserting ‘‘incorporate’’. 
SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF DEFINITIONS. 

Section 4 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7703) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘, includ-
ing secondary effects such as earthquake- 
caused tsunamis’’ after ‘‘earthquakes’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(11) The term ‘Tribal government’ has the 

meaning given the term ‘tribal government’ 
in section 421 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 658). 

‘‘(12) The term ‘functional recovery’ means 
a post-earthquake performance state in 
which a building or lifeline infrastructure 
system is maintained, or restored, to safely 
and adequately support the basic intended 
functions associated with the pre-earthquake 
use or occupancy of a building, or the pre- 
earthquake service level of a lifeline infra-
structure system. 

‘‘(13) The term ‘earthquake forecast’ means 
a statement of probabilities that 1 or more 
earthquakes within a clearly specified mag-
nitude range may occur within a specified 
time interval and geographic region.’’. 
SEC. 5. IMPROVEMENTS TO NATIONAL EARTH-

QUAKE HAZARDS REDUCTION PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Subsection (a)(2) 
of section 5 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7704) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in the matter before clause (i)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting 

‘‘local, and Tribal’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and constructing’’ and in-

serting ‘‘, designing, constructing, evalu-
ating, and retrofitting’’; 

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(ii) development of standards, guidelines, 
and voluntary standards, guidelines, and 
consensus codes for earthquake hazards re-
duction for buildings, structures, and lifeline 
infrastructure, including post-earthquake re-
covery-based performance objectives that ad-
dress reoccupancy and downtime of commu-
nity-prioritized buildings, structures, and 
services provided by lifeline infrastructure;’’; 

(C) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and hazards 
reduction; and’’ and inserting ‘‘functional re-
covery, and other hazards reduction topics;’’; 

(D) in clause (iv)— 

(i) by inserting ‘‘and maintaining’’ after 
‘‘publishing’’; 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘in coordination with the 
National Tsunami Hazards Mitigation Pro-
gram, tsunami susceptibility,’’ after ‘‘lique-
faction susceptibility,’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 
semicolon; and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(v) subject to the availability of funds, de-

velopment of best practices and guidelines to 
create an inventory of and conduct seismic 
performance evaluations of buildings, struc-
tures, and lifeline infrastructure with high 
seismic risk, especially those that are crit-
ical to community resilience; and 

‘‘(vi) subject to the availability of funds, 
the provision of technical assistance upon re-
quest by a State, local, or Tribal government 
regarding— 

‘‘(I) the creation of an inventory of build-
ings, structures, and lifeline infrastructure; 

‘‘(II) the performance of seismic perform-
ance evaluations; and 

‘‘(III) cost-effective best practices for ret-
rofitting existing buildings, structures, and 
lifeline infrastructure.’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 
subparagraph (E); and 

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) improve the understanding of— 
‘‘(i) the multiple hazards associated with 

earthquakes, including liquefaction, 
tsunamis, landslides, and structural fires; 
and 

‘‘(ii) potential mitigation measures for 
such hazards; and’’. 

(b) DUTIES OF INTERAGENCY COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE ON EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS REDUC-
TION.—Subsection (a)(3)(D)(ii) of such section 
is amended— 

(1) in subclause (V), by inserting ‘‘and asso-
ciated secondary hazards’’ before the period 
at the end; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(VIII) Coordinating with the Chair of the 

Federal Communications Commission on the 
timely broadcasting of emergency alerts 
generated by the earthquake early warning 
system.’’. 

(c) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Subsection (a)(4)(A) 
of such section is amended by striking 
‘‘under paragraph (3)(D)(i)(I)’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘under paragraph 
(3)(D)(ii)(I)’’. 

(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Subsection 
(a)(5)(A) of such section is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the Scientific 
Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee 
and’’ after ‘‘including’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘and local government’’ and 
inserting ‘‘, local, and Tribal governments’’. 

(e) LEAD AGENCY FOR RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PROGRAM AGENCIES.—Subsection (b)(1) of 
such section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and 
local’’ and all that follows through the semi-
colon at the end and inserting the following: 
‘‘local, and Tribal governments, national 
standards and model building code organiza-
tions, architects and engineers, and others 
with a role in planning, designing, con-
structing, evaluating, and retrofitting build-
ings and lifeline infrastructure;’’; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and 
(D) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respec-
tively; and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following: 

‘‘(C) improve the understanding of earth-
quake-caused fires and support the develop-
ment of engineering tools and construction 
methods that mitigate the risk of fire fol-
lowing earthquakes; 
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‘‘(D) develop, in coordination with the Ad-

ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, best practices and guide-
lines for a State, local, or Tribal government 
to create an inventory of buildings, struc-
tures, or lifeline infrastructure that are crit-
ical to community resilience or otherwise 
have high seismic risk; 

‘‘(E) provide, in coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, technical assistance to a 
State, local, or Tribal government request-
ing such assistance with respect to the cre-
ation of an inventory of buildings, struc-
tures, or lifeline infrastructure;’’. 

(f) RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL EMER-
GENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—Subsection 
(b)(2) of such section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 
(A) in clause (i)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and Tribal governments’’ 

after ‘‘States’’; 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and performance evalua-

tions’’ after ‘‘safety inspections’’; and 
(iii) by inserting ‘‘and improve post-earth-

quake functional recovery’’ after ‘‘seismic 
safety’’; 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘, including 
Tribal entities,’’ after ‘‘appropriate audi-
ences’’; 

(C) in clause (iii)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘of seismic resistant’’ and 

inserting ‘‘to all appropriate audiences, in-
cluding Tribal governments, of’’; and 

(ii) by inserting ‘‘that enhance seismic 
safety, improve post-earthquake functional 
recovery, and reduce losses from earth-
quakes’’ after ‘‘and lifeline infrastructure’’; 

(D) in clause (iv)— 
(i) in striking ‘‘and local’’ and inserting ‘‘, 

local, and Tribal’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 

semicolon; 
(E) by redesignating clause (v) as clause 

(vi); and 
(F) by inserting after clause (iv) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(v) shall provide technical assistance to 

State, local, or Tribal governmental entities 
in the creation of evacuation plans in the 
event of an earthquake, landslide, tsunami, 
or other earthquake-related hazard; and’’; 
and 

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 
(A) in the subparagraph heading, by insert-

ing ‘‘AND TRIBAL’’ after ‘‘STATE’’; 
(B) in the matter before clause (i), by in-

serting ‘‘or Tribal government’’ after 
‘‘State’’; and 

(C) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘safety’’ and 
inserting ‘‘performance, community resil-
ience, or public awareness’’. 

(g) RESPONSIBILITIES OF UNITED STATES GE-
OLOGICAL SURVEY.—Subsection (b)(3) of such 
section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and 
local’’ and inserting ‘‘, local, and Tribal’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘, the 
Chair of the Federal Communications Com-
mission,’’ after ‘‘Agency’’; 

(3) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) 
through (K) as subparagraphs (I) through (P), 
respectively; 

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) coordinate with the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration and the Administrator of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency on 
data sharing and resource allocation to sup-
port a timely response to oceanic earth-
quakes and tsunamis; 

‘‘(E) in consultation with the Chair of the 
Federal Communications Commission, en-
sure that earthquake alerts and early warn-
ings are broadcast as rapidly and reliably as 
possible, in the predominant languages in 

the affected region, to ensure maximum 
warning time for nearby persons; 

‘‘(F) expand the earthquake early warning 
system within and to additional high risk 
hazard areas, including making improve-
ments as practicable to improve detection 
and increase the time between warning mes-
sages and perceptible ground motion; 

‘‘(G) coordinating with affected State and 
Tribal governments on earthquake early 
warning system improvements; 

‘‘(H) issue earthquake forecasts, when ap-
propriate, for aftershocks associated with 
significant earthquakes in the United 
States;’’; 

(5) in subparagraph (I), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘the Chair of the 
Federal Communications Commission,’’ after 
‘‘Agency,’’; 

(6) in subparagraph (L), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and insert-
ing a semicolon; 

(7) in subparagraph (M), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by striking the period at the 
end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(8) in subparagraph (O), as redesignated by 
paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘maps of natural 
hazards associated with earthquakes and’’ 
after ‘‘including’’. 

(h) RESPONSIBILITIES OF NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION.—Subsection (b)(4)(A) of such 
section is amended— 

(1) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘including 
updated tsunami and liquefaction risk 
maps,’’ after ‘‘maps,’’; and 

(2) in clause (vii), by striking ‘‘Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and those 
serving large proportions of Hispanics, Na-
tive Americans, Asian-Pacific Americans, 
and other underrepresented populations’’ and 
inserting ‘‘institutions described in section 
371(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1067q(a))’’. 
SEC. 6. SEISMIC PERFORMANCE PROPERTY 

STANDARDS. 
Section 947 of the Cranston-Gonzales Na-

tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 
7704a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘safety’’ 
both places it appears and inserting ‘‘per-
formance’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘shake-re-
lated property damage’’ and inserting ‘‘seis-
mic-related property damage to improve the 
post-earthquake functional recovery time’’. 
SEC. 7. SEISMIC STANDARDS. 

Section 8 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7705b) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘under 
paragraph (1)’’ and inserting ‘‘under sub-
section (a)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDA-

TIONS.—Each Program agency, as part of 
their Program responsibilities, shall imple-
ment, within the Program activities author-
ized by this Act, the applicable recommenda-
tions in the report submitted pursuant to 
subsection (b) to improve the performance of 
the built environment in terms of post- 
earthquake reoccupancy and functional re-
covery time. 

‘‘(d) BIENNIAL REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO INTERAGENCY CO-

ORDINATING COMMITTEE.—No later than Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and not less frequently than 
once every 2 years thereafter, each Program 
agency shall submit to the Interagency Co-
ordinating Committee a report on activities 
and progress made to support, promote, or 
advance the implementation of the rec-
ommendations included in the report sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) INCLUSION IN BIENNIAL REPORTS OF 
INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—The 
Interagency Coordinating Committee shall 

include the information received under para-
graph (1) in each biennial report submitted 
under section 5(a)(4), including consideration 
of a prioritized work plan to coordinate ac-
tivities among the Program agencies and the 
necessary Program budget to fully imple-
ment the recommendations described in 
paragraph (1).’’. 
SEC. 8. IMPROVEMENTS TO POST-EARTHQUAKE 

INVESTIGATIONS PROGRAM. 
Section 11 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-

duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7705e) is amend-
ed, in the matter before paragraph (1)— 

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘do-
mestic and international’’ after ‘‘investigate 
major’’; and 

(2) in the fifth sentence, by inserting ‘‘Fed-
eral Emergency Management’’ before ‘‘Agen-
cy’’. 
SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORIZATION FOR PRO-
GRAM.—Subsection (a)(8) of section 12 of the 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977 
(42 U.S.C. 7706) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the 
following: 

‘‘(K) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $8,500,000 for fiscal year 2028,’’. 
(b) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.— 

Subsection (b)(2) of such section is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(K) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2024, of which 

not less than $36,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13; 

‘‘(L) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2025, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13; 

‘‘(M) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2026, of 
which not less than $36,000,000 shall be made 
available for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13; 

‘‘(N) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2027, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13; and 

‘‘(O) $92,427,000 for fiscal year 2028, of which 
not less than $36,000,000 shall be made avail-
able for completion of the Advanced Na-
tional Seismic System established under sec-
tion 13.’’. 

(c) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION.—Sub-
section (c)(2) of such section is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; 

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a comma; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(K) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $54,000,000 for fiscal year 2028.’’. 
(d) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND 

TECHNOLOGY.—Subsection (d)(2) of such sec-
tion is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘, and’’ 
and inserting a comma; 

(2) in subparagraph (J), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a comma; and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the 
following: 
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‘‘(K) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2024, 
‘‘(L) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2025, 
‘‘(M) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2026, 
‘‘(N) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2027, and 
‘‘(O) $5,900,000 for fiscal year 2028,’’. 

SEC. 10. FUNDING CONTROLS. 
Section 12 of the Earthquake Hazards Re-

duction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7706), as amend-
ed by section 9, is further amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) FUNDING.—Funds used by an agency to 
carry out this Act may, as provided in ad-
vance in appropriations Acts, only come 
from amounts authorized to be appropriated 
to that agency. 

‘‘(f) DEFICIT REDUCTION.—Any amount ap-
propriated to an account of a Federal agency 
for the Federal agency to carry out a respon-
sibility under this Act that is cancelled pur-
suant to section 1552(a) of title 31, United 
States Code, shall be transferred to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury and be applied to 
deficit reduction.’’. 
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NATIONAL LANDSLIDE PREPARED-
NESS ACT REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 249, S. 1626. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1626) to reauthorize the National 

Landslide Preparedness Act, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
was reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment as follows: 

(The part of the bill intended to be 
stricken is in boldfaced brackets and 
the part of the bill intended to be in-
serted is in italic.) 

S. 1626 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Landslide Preparedness Act Reauthorization 
Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. CERTAIN DEFINITIONS UNDER FLOOD 

LEVEL OBSERVATION, OPERATIONS, 
AND DECISION SUPPORT ACT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 12(a) of the Flood 
Level Observation, Operations, and Decision 
Support Act (15 U.S.C. 9707(a)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting before paragraph (4) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(1) ATMOSPHERIC RIVER.—The term ‘at-
mospheric river’ means a transient corridor 
of strong water vapor in the atmosphere 
that— 

‘‘(A) produces significant quantities of rain 
or snow; and 

‘‘(B) may be primarily beneficial to the 
water supply or hazardous due to flooding. 

‘‘(2) ATMOSPHERIC RIVER FLOODING EVENT.— 
The term ‘atmospheric river flooding event’ 
means an atmospheric river that— 

‘‘(A) results in flooding of rivers and 
streams or other hazards to human life, 
property, or the economy; and 

‘‘(B) is of particular concern to human 
health, property, and the economy, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Commerce. 

‘‘(3) EXTREME PRECIPITATION EVENT.—The 
term ‘extreme precipitation event’ means 

precipitation quantities exceeding the 5-year 
annual recurrence interval for a specific lo-
cation.’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Section 12(d)(1) of the 
Flood Level Observation, Operations, and 
Decision Support Act (15 U.S.C. 9707(d)(1)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, such as precipita-
tion resulting from hurricanes, atmospheric 
river flooding events, and extreme precipita-
tion events’’ before the period at the end. 
øSEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF NATIONAL LAND-

SLIDE PREPAREDNESS ACT. 
ø(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2 of the Na-

tional Landslide Preparedness Act (43 U.S.C. 
3101) is amended— 

ø(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) 
through (11) as paragraphs (7), (8), (10), (11), 
(13), (14), (15), and (16), respectively; 

ø(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

ø‘‘(4) ATMOSPHERIC RIVER.—The term ‘at-
mospheric river’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 12(a) of the Flood Level Ob-
servation, Operations, and Decision Support 
Act (15 U.S.C. 9707(a)). 

ø‘‘(5) ATMOSPHERIC RIVER FLOODING 
EVENT.—The term ‘atmospheric river flood-
ing event’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 12(a) of the Flood Level Observation, 
Operations, and Decision Support Act (15 
U.S.C. 9707(a)). 

ø‘‘(6) EXTREME PRECIPITATION EVENT.—The 
term ‘extreme precipitation event’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 12(a) of 
the Flood Level Observation, Operations, and 
Decision Support Act (15 U.S.C. 9707(a)).’’; 

ø(3) by inserting after paragraph (8), as so 
redesignated, the following: 

ø‘‘(9) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.— 
The term ‘institution of higher education’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1001(a)).’’; 

ø(4) by inserting after paragraph (11), as so 
redesignated, the following: 

ø‘‘(12) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.— 
The term ‘Native Hawaiian organization’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 6207 of 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517), except that the 
term includes the Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands and the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs.’’; and 

ø(5) by adding at the end the following: 
ø‘‘(17) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term 

‘Tribal organization’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5304).’’. 

ø(b) NATIONAL LANDSLIDE HAZARDS REDUC-
TION PROGRAM.— 

ø(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 3(a)(3) of the 
National Landslide Preparedness Act (43 
U.S.C. 3102(a)(3)) is amended by striking 
‘‘protect’’ and inserting ‘‘contribute to pro-
tecting’’. 

ø(2) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—Section 
3(b)(1)(C)(ii) of the National Landslide Pre-
paredness Act (43 U.S.C. 3102(b)(1)(C)(ii)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘implement’’ and in-
serting ‘‘disseminate’’. 

ø(3) NATIONAL STRATEGY.—Section 3(b)(2) of 
the National Landslide Preparedness Act (43 
U.S.C. 3102(b)(2)) is amended— 

ø(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 
through (C) as clauses (i) through (iii), re-
spectively, and indenting appropriately; 

ø(B) in the matter preceding clause (i) (as 
so redesignated), by striking ‘‘Not later 
than’’ and inserting the following: 

ø‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than’’; and 
ø(C) by adding at the end the following: 
ø‘‘(B) ASSESSMENT.—For purposes of the 

first national strategy published after the 
date of enactment of the National Landslide 
Preparedness Act Reauthorization Act of 
2025 under subparagraph (A), the Secretary, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Com-

merce, shall include an assessment of the 
risks that atmospheric river flooding events 
and extreme precipitation events pose to the 
safety of life and property in the United 
States with respect to landslide hazards.’’. 

ø(4) NATIONAL LANDSLIDE HAZARDS DATA-
BASE.—Section 3(b)(3) of the National Land-
slide Preparedness Act (43 U.S.C. 3102(b)(3)) is 
amended— 

ø(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) 
and (D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively; and 

ø(B) by inserting after subparagraph (B) 
the following: 

ø‘‘(C) the identification of areas in need of 
additional hazard risk assessment, including 
areas that may be at risk due to— 

ø‘‘(i) hydrology or changes in hydrology 
that may include erosion, drought, or other 
characteristics that could impact landslide 
risk; 

ø‘‘(ii) atmospheric river flooding events 
and extreme precipitation events, as identi-
fied by the Secretary of Commerce and the 
Secretary; 

ø‘‘(iii) geologic activity, such as volcanic 
eruptions, earthquakes, or tsunamis; or 

ø‘‘(iv) data-poor areas or hazards with poor 
monitoring that could contribute to in-
creased landslide risk;’’. 

ø(5) LANDSLIDE HAZARD AND RISK PREPARED-
NESS FOR COMMUNITIES.—Section 3(b)(4) of 
the National Landslide Preparedness Act (43 
U.S.C. 3102(b)(4)) is amended— 

ø(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions and other stakeholders, as appro-
priate,’’ before ‘‘and Indian tribes’’; 

ø(B) in subparagraph (A)— 
ø(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘local, and Tribal governments and 
decisionmakers’’ and inserting ‘‘and local 
governments, Indian tribes, Tribal organiza-
tions, Native Hawaiian organizations, and 
other decisionmakers’’; 

ø(ii) by striking clause (iii) and inserting 
the following: 

ø‘‘(iii) health and safety with respect to 
landslides;’’; 

ø(iii) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause 
(v); and 

ø(iv) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing: 

ø‘‘(iv) reducing losses from landslides, in-
cluding the threats caused by atmospheric 
rivers and other extreme precipitation 
events; and’’; and 

ø(C) in subparagraph (B)— 
ø(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘local, and 

Tribal officials’’ and inserting ‘‘and local of-
ficials, Indian tribes, Tribal organizations, 
and Native Hawaiian organizations’’; and 

ø(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘local, and 
Tribal emergency managers’’ and inserting 
‘‘and local emergency managers and emer-
gency managers of Indian tribes, Tribal orga-
nizations, and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions’’. 

ø(6) DEBRIS FLOW EARLY WARNING SYSTEM.— 
Section 3(b)(5) of the National Landslide Pre-
paredness Act (43 U.S.C. 3102(b)(5)) is amend-
ed— 

ø(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking 
‘‘State, territorial, local, and Tribal govern-
ments’’ and inserting ‘‘State, territorial, and 
local governments, Indian tribes, Tribal or-
ganizations, and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions’’; 

ø(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 
through (C) as clauses (i) through (iii), re-
spectively, and indenting appropriately; 

ø(C) in the matter preceding clause (i) (as 
so redesignated), by striking ‘‘In carrying 
out’’ and inserting the following: 

ø‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out’’; and 
ø(D) by adding at the end the following: 
ø‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out sub-

paragraph (A), the Secretary may consult 
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