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make this building a symbol of Amer-
ican democracy. 

Over the last 150 years, their uni-
forms have changed, but the mission of 
the Capitol guides remains the same. 
Generations of Americans have passed 
through this building and learned 
about our Nation and our government 
from the Capitol Guide Service. And 
thanks to these men and women, visi-
tors from around the world can see and 
understand this building and the busi-
ness of the American people being done 
within its walls. 

When the first guides began their 
tours in 1876, Constantino Brumidi was 
still at work, statues were still arriv-
ing from the States, and many States 
had not yet been admitted to the 
Union, my own included. The guides in 
this building are not only history-tell-
ers; they are witnesses to history in 
the making. I congratulate them on 150 
years of welcoming visitors to the Cap-
itol, and I wish them the best in their 
continued service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CRUZ COLLIN 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Cruz Collin, an intern in my 
Rapid City, SD, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Cruz is a graduate of the Inter-
national School of Toulouse in Tou-
louse, France. Currently, he is attend-
ing the Oregon Institute of Technology 
in Klamath Falls, OR, where he is pur-
suing a degree in renewable energy en-
gineering and applied physics. He is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Cruz for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MORGAN SCHROEDER 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Morgan Schroeder, an intern 
in my Rapid City, SD, office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Morgan is a graduate of White Lake 
High School in White Lake, SD. Cur-
rently, she is attending Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, SD, 
where she is pursuing a degree in polit-
ical science. She is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of her internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Morgan for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AIDEN WHITLEY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Aiden Whitley, an intern in 
my Rapid City, SD, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 

staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Aiden is from Edgemont, SD, where 
he graduated with his high school di-
ploma from homeschool. Currently, he 
is attending Black Hills State Univer-
sity in Spearfish, SD, where he is pur-
suing a degree in political science. He 
is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Aiden for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB AND CELIA 
KIRKWOOD 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 
today in celebration of Bob and Celia 
Kirkwood, the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Wyoming 2026 honorees. 

Since 1969, the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Wyoming has been inspiring 
young people to reach their full poten-
tial. Local boys and girls participate in 
educational and athletic programs that 
provide enrichment and help them be-
come productive, responsible and car-
ing citizens. From leadership develop-
ment to a focus on healthy lifestyles, 
the club provides top-notch opportuni-
ties for each member. 

For over 55 years, the Boys and Girls 
Club of Central Wyoming has con-
nected youth with dedicated volunteers 
and mentors. The club serves over 
13,000 youth each year across its four- 
county territory, helping each member 
become their best self. Each year, at 
its annual breakfast, the organization 
highlights an individual or couple for 
their commitment to giving back to 
the community. This week, they will 
honor Bob and Celia Kirkwood with 
this prestigious recognition. 

On Wednesday, September 16, 2026, 
the Boys and Girls Club of Central Wy-
oming will host their annual awards 
and recognition breakfast in Casper. 
They will honor the Kirkwoods for 
their unwavering dedication to the 
Casper community. Bob and Celia’s 
commitment to the youth of Natrona 
County is certainly worth celebrating. 
It is fitting that the Boys and Girl Club 
of Central Wyoming is publicly recog-
nizing their legacy of service and 
strong investment in our next genera-
tion of leaders. 

Bob and Celia have been married for 
47 years and are the proud parents of 
Michael Kirkwood, Tom and Cassie 
Kirkwood and grandparents to Josie. 
They center their life on faith and are 
proud that Wyoming has always been 
home. 

In 1982, Bob joined his father’s busi-
ness Kirkwood Oil and Gas. Alongside 
his brother Steve, they have diversified 
the company to include oil and gas op-
erations, pipeline management, and 
real estate. He remains an industry ad-
vocate and trusted adviser to many 
around the State. 

Celia focused her time on raising 
their sons. From volunteering through-

out their education to serving as a 
Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year 
judge, she is committed to giving back 
to those who need it most. Celia shines 
behind the scenes, making sure to con-
centrate on faith, family, and commu-
nity service. 

Beyond the Boys and Girls Club, Bob 
and Celia passionately support Saint 
Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School, 
the Wyoming Rescue Mission, and True 
Care. Our community is fortunate that, 
where there is a need, the Kirkwoods 
are willing to step up to help their 
friends and neighbors. 

Bob and Celia are guided by their 
faith. They encourage the members of 
the Boys and Girls Club to ‘‘make sure 
the path you are on leads to the life 
you truly want and do not be afraid to 
adjust along the way. Remember, God 
knows best; trust Him.’’ 

For decades, the couple has led by ex-
ample and have generously given back 
to the community they love so much. 
The Kirkwoods live their mission of 
meeting real needs and building lasting 
impact through consistent, practical 
action. 

The Boys and Girls Club of Central 
Wyoming is instrumental in providing 
young people with a safe, nurturing, 
and inspiring space to develop and 
learn. The opportunities afforded to 
members allow them to become the fu-
ture leaders we need. These impressive 
goals would not be possible without the 
passion and generosity of Bob and 
Celia. They are exemplary role models 
of selfless leadership. 

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize this incredible couple and their 
ongoing dedication to Casper. I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Bob and Celia Kirkwood for ev-
erything they have done and continue 
to do to make Casper a better place for 
all. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 ATTACKS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Fri-
day, our country observed a solemn 
milestone: the 25th anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks. 

I remember that morning vividly. I 
was just outside this Chamber in the 
Democratic leader’s office, meeting 
with Senator Daschle. We had just 
heard the news that the first plane had 
crashed into the World Trade Center, 
and we watched in real time on the tel-
evision as the second plane flew into 
the Twin Towers. Shortly thereafter, 
we were told to evacuate the Capitol 
Building. 

From outside, we could see black 
smoke billowing up across the National 
Mall, and we knew something terrible 
had happened mere miles away from 
where we stood. But we didn’t yet 
know that a third plane had struck the 
Pentagon. Nor did we know then about 
the heroic actions of the passengers 
aboard Flight 93 who lost their lives 
stopping the hijackers from crashing 
the plane into another target—likely 
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the Capitol Building or the White 
House. 

There were countless other unsung 
heroes that day across the country, 
who worked tirelessly, coordinating 
rescues, cleaning debris, serving meals, 
and more. And across the border to our 
north, Canadians opened their homes, 
schools, and churches to house and 
care for more than 30,000 stranded trav-
elers from hundreds of flights that 
were diverted due to the closure of 
American airspace. Their hospitality, 
mobilization, and warmth were never 
in question and are fondly remembered 
today. Twenty-five years later, rela-
tions between the U.S. and Canada are 
strained due to the President’s trade 
war, but we will never forget the gen-
erosity of our neighbors. 

Ultimately, nearly 3,000 innocent vic-
tims were needlessly and cruelly killed 
that morning—leaving behind grieving 
spouses, children, parents, siblings, col-
leagues, and friends. More than 3,000 
children lost a parent that day—par-
ents who had left home that morning 
for work or the firefighter, police offi-
cer, and other first responder parents 
who were off duty but rushed to the 
scene to help. 

The victims of 9/11 and their loved 
ones deserved justice decades ago. But 
a quarter of a century after 9/11, the 
trials of those accused of orchestrating 
the attacks have not even begun. 

In the meantime, the children who 
lost parents on 9/11 have grown up. 
Countless family members of the vic-
tims have passed away. And many con-
tinue hoping and waiting for the clo-
sure of a trial that remains out of 
reach. 

This injustice is the result of leaders 
discarding our Nation’s highest values 
and the rule of law when we needed 
them most—turning instead to torture, 
indefinite detention, and makeshift 
military tribunals at Guantánamo. 
These fateful decisions tainted key evi-
dence and led to years of avoidable liti-
gation that continues to this day—with 
no end in sight. 

We cannot turn back time. But we 
owe it to those who lost their lives on 
9/11 and their loved ones to salvage 
what justice remains possible—not in 
another two and a half decades but 
now. At this time of division and tur-
moil, today’s leaders should learn from 
these failures, not repeat them. It is 
upholding the rule of law and respect-
ing universal rights that make a na-
tion great. 

f 

CLARITY ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on an-
other topic, the Senate may consider 
an initial procedural vote on the 
CLARITY Act as soon as tomorrow. 

Crypto enthusiasts and the crypto in-
dustry claim the Senate needs to pass 
this bill soon in the name of ‘‘innova-
tion,’’ but I used to work for a fellow in 
politics who said, ‘‘For every political 
issue there’s a good reason and a real 
reason.’’ 

And the real reason for this rush job 
is the crypto industry’s willingness to 
spend millions against crypto-skeptic 
candidates and Trump’s desire to con-
tinue to enrich himself and his allies. 

Back in 2019, President Trump said 
that crypto is ‘‘based on thin air’’ and 
a ‘‘disaster waiting to happen.’’ But 
when he found a way to profit from it, 
he suddenly changed his tune. 

In just the first year of his second 
term, the President and his family 
made more than $1.4 billion off 
cryptocurrency. And his allies, like 
Steve Witkoff and Todd Blanche, raked 
in hundreds of millions in crypto prof-
its last year alone. President Trump 
has sold access to the White House 
through seedy schemes like his meme 
coin and pressured Federal banking 
regulators to grant his family’s crypto 
firm—World Liberty Financial—a 
banking charter. 

He even pardoned Changpeng Zhao, a 
convicted crypto criminal and founder 
of Binance, the same company that 
helped the Trump family’s crypto firm 
launch its stablecoin. 

However, my Republican colleagues 
want Senate Democrats to accept the 
CLARITY Act as written, even though 
it does not require President Trump to 
divest from his crypto fortune, which 
would allow the President to continue 
to profit off his crypto schemes. 

My Republican colleagues’ version of 
the bill also lacks meaningful con-
sumer protections. 

Although I am happy to see some 
provisions that regulate scandal-ridden 
crypto ATMs, the CLARITY Act does 
not do enough. 

The FBI received nearly 13,500 com-
plaints about crypto ATM scams in 
2025, resulting in $389 million in losses. 

Federal financial regulators have 
warned consumers about these scams, 
and it is high time for Congress to act. 

However, unlike my Preventing 
Crypto ATM Fraud Prevention Act, the 
CLARITY Act fails to require verbal 
confirmation from consumers before 
processing transactions and does not 
allow the Federal Government to im-
pose civil penalties on fraudsters. 

That is why legislators need to go 
back to the drawing board to create 
meaningful consumer protections. 

Congress also must ban the Social 
Security Trust Fund from investing in 
crypto and ensure the crypto industry 
cannot get one dime from a govern-
ment bailout if and when there is a 
crypto crash. 

Americans’ wallets are hurting, and 
they want real economic reform, not 
crypto regulation. Polling shows that 
just 1 percent of Americans rank 
crypto as a top priority for Congress. 

Congress should not help the Presi-
dent get richer or grant the crypto in-
dustry their wish list of deregulation. 
There is no reason to rush a vote on 
the CLARITY Act; let’s take our time 
and get this right. 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 ATTACKS 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today on behalf of myself, my fellow 
Senate cochairs—Senator COLLINS, 
Senator KLOBUCHAR, Senator MUR-
KOWSKI—and the entire Congressional 
Fire Services Caucus to recognize the 
25th anniversary of September 11, 2001. 

On that tragic morning, nearly 3,000 
innocent lives—including 343 members 
of the fire and emergency services— 
were taken in acts of terrorism that 
shook our country to its core. As co-
chairs of the Congressional Fire Serv-
ices Caucus, we stand today, 25 years 
later, to remember every individual 
loss, every family forever changed by 
unimaginable tragedy, and every com-
munity that continues to carry the 
weight of that day. 

As we reflect on the events of Sep-
tember 11, we pay special tribute to 
America’s first responders. In a time of 
fear, confusion, and turmoil, members 
of the fire and emergency services 
rushed toward danger with unwavering 
resolve. They did not hesitate. They 
answered the call knowing the risks, 
guided by a profound commitment to 
protecting lives. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on 9/11, 
hundreds of firefighters and EMS pro-
viders made the ultimate sacrifice 
while carrying out their duty. Their 
courage became a defining symbol of 
American heroism, reminding us that 
the measure of service is found not in 
words, but in selfless action. The cour-
age displayed by these first responders 
inspired millions and reminded us that 
hope is strongest when we stand to-
gether. In those moments of profound 
uncertainty, neighbors helped neigh-
bors, communities rallied together, and 
Americans from every walk of life 
stood united in compassion and resil-
ience. 

We also honor the thousands of first 
responders who labored tirelessly in 
the days, weeks, and months that fol-
lowed. Amid smoke, debris, and uncer-
tainty, they searched for survivors, re-
covered the fallen, comforted grieving 
families, and helped a wounded nation 
begin the long process of healing. Many 
have since faced life-threatening ill-
nesses and chronic health conditions 
resulting from their service. Their sac-
rifices did not end when the recovery 
efforts concluded, and our Nation’s ob-
ligation to care for them remains as 
enduring as their commitment to us. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, in 
the years since September 11, that obli-
gation has taken many forms. The Con-
gressional Fire Services Caucus has 
worked to ensure that the needs of 
America’s first responders remain a 
priority in Washington, DC—advo-
cating for the resources, protections, 
benefits, and support they need to 
serve their communities and return 
home safely. The work of the Fire 
Services Caucus reflects a responsi-
bility that extends far beyond any sin-
gle anniversary: to understand the 
needs and challenges of our local fire 
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