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measured not only in dollars and cents 
but also in our moral standing around 
the world. 

Just this morning, ProPublica re-
ported that Donald Trump, Jr.’s, lavish 
wedding in the Caribbean was, in ef-
fect, heavily bankrolled by a Russian 
oligarch with close ties to Putin. His 
name is Umar Kremlev. 

Umar Kremlev is also involved in an 
organization that reeducates Ukrain-
ian children who have been abducted. 

I have been to Ukraine 11 times. On a 
number of those trips, I have met with 
children who have been abducted and 
kidnapped by Vladimir Putin. It is the 
reason he has been judged and charged 
as a war criminal. And one of his 
henchmen, apparently, is Umar 
Kremlev in reeducating those children 
so that they will forget their past, for-
get their language, forget their cul-
ture, forget their religion. 

This is truly criminal. And Kremlev 
has paid likely hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for Donald Junior’s lavish 
wedding. He is in a photograph of the 
wedding party. 

That picture haunts me. Sometimes 
a picture is worth a thousand words. 
And the picture of a man who has, in 
effect, been complicit in abducting and 
reeducating children, separating 
them—and not just a few but literally 
tens of thousands, as many as 35,000, 
maybe 50,000 or more—separating them 
from their families. I wouldn’t want to 
be caught on the same island with him, 
let alone having him rent the island for 
a wedding of a family member. 

Let me put it another way: Those 
Americans who are working hard to 
make ends meet, wondering whether 
they can afford another $20 or $30 at 
the supermarket while Donald Trump 
averaged $6 million a day in 2025, ought 
to demand of all of us that we pass the 
Ending Presidential Corruption in 
Banking Act. 

It is the least we can do. It is a first 
step. And I hope that we will also pass 
a crypto measure that is worthy of this 
body and its name. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORENO). The Senator from Wyoming. 

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, briefly, 
in response to the gentleman who just 
spoke, the digital asset bill we are vot-
ing on tomorrow, the Clarity Act, gives 
the Democrats exactly what they 
asked for on an ethics deal. It requires 
the President to divest or use a blind 
trust, disclosure of sales, a ban on pro-
moting your own coin, and State AG 
enforcement power. 

Take the win. 
Mr. President, I would like to con-

clude my remarks. We will talk Clarity 
tomorrow, and I would like to move 
into closing the Senate for today and 
making announcements about tomor-
row’s schedule. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-

sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING RAY GAESSER 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
want to pay tribute to a friend and 
longtime supporter, who was a lifelong 
champion for the family farmer and 
highly respected leader for innovation 
and conservation that he put into prac-
tice on his own family farm in south-
west Iowa. Today would have been his 
74th birthday. 

On Saturday, September 5, Ray 
Gaesser passed away unexpectedly 
after a farming accident, a heart-
breaking loss to his beloved family and 
a big loss to the farming community. 

Like many farmers across Iowa, Ray 
never stopped working. He started 
farming as a teenager alongside his dad 
in southern Indiana. When he married 
his wife Elaine, they began Gaesser 
Farms on a few hundred acres near 
Corning, the county seat of Adams 
County. With more than 50 years of 
farming under his belt, his farming op-
eration eventually expanded to thou-
sands of acres that he worked with 
Elaine and their son Chris. 

A lifelong steward of the soil, Ray 
practiced what he preached. Conserva-
tion was central to his farming oper-
ation, and he was a tireless pioneer for 
sustainability, clean energy, and water 
quality. Decades ago, he implemented 
terraces, grass waterways, turn areas, 
100-percent no-till planting, and cover 
crops to conserve the land and 
strengthen Earth’s natural resources. 

Ray was widely respected in his 
southwest Iowa farming community. 
To be sure, his voice and advocacy on 
behalf of American agriculture carried 
near and far, from podcasts to the pol-
icymaking table around the world and 
in Washington, DC. 

Throughout his 73 years, Ray burned 
the midnight oil on the tractor seat 
and extracted every minute out of the 
day. He traveled around the globe, 
sharing stories with farmers about 
feeding the world, participating at UN 
Climate meetings, and testifying be-
fore Congress on Capitol Hill. A dedi-
cated member of the Iowa Soybean As-
sociation, serving as its president from 
2006 to 2007, Ray went on to serve as 
president of the American Soybean As-
sociation from 2013 to 2014. His resume 
reflects his commitment to conserva-
tion and forging consensus to address 
challenges facing the future of farm-
ing. Among his many hats, Ray held 
leadership positions on the Iowa Soy-
bean Promotion Board, the Iowa Eco-
nomic Development Agriculture Advi-
sory Board, the Iowa Conservative En-
ergy Forum, the North American Cli-
mate Smart Agriculture Alliance, and 
the International Soybean Growers Al-
liance. He served as cochair of the Iowa 
Conservation Infrastructure Initiative 

and was named Iowa Master Farmer in 
2012 and American Soybean Distin-
guished Leader in 2018. 

In 2014, Ray cofound Solutions from 
the Land and was a tireless crusader 
for renewable energy, including bio-
mass, wind, solar, and hydropower. Ray 
understood that proper stewardship of 
God’s natural resources can produce 
bountiful rewards for the Nation’s food 
and energy security. Just like he never 
punted on hard work on the farm, he 
rolled up his sleeves to making things 
work when a solution seemed out of 
reach. From climate change to water 
quality and carbon sequestration, Ray 
didn’t avoid political hot potatoes. He 
immersed himself and brought stake-
holders together on transcendent 
issues of our time: feeding the world, 
conserving resources, providing clean 
water, and producing renewable energy 
takes a coalition of the willing. In his 
words, ‘‘When we work together, we all 
benefit.’’ 

In 2021, Ray was nominated by U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
and U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer to serve on USDA’s Agricul-
tural Technical Advisory Committee 
for Trade in grains, feed, oilseeds, and 
planting seeds. In this role, Ray 
brought decades of farming experience 
and dirt underneath his fingernails to 
the ears of the Nation’s top ag and 
trade leaders to ensure Iowa soybean 
farmers were heard during global trade 
negotiations. He served as a commis-
sioner on the Iowa Department of 
Transportation since 2022. 

Ray was a gifted leader and commu-
nicator. He used his talents and work 
ethic to share a pragmatic vision for 
resiliency and sustainability in agri-
culture. A son of the soil, Ray wanted 
to ensure the land could feed the world 
and sustain livelihoods for generations 
of farmers yet to come. 

From my annual county meetings 
and policy discussions in my office in 
Washington, I appreciated Ray’s enthu-
siasm and expertise. He was an 
impactful problem-solver who effec-
tively leveraged levity and bone deep 
passion for farming that connected 
stakeholders and made a difference. 

Ray was a faith-filled servant leader, 
a family man, and a farmer who was 
called home to the Lord. I have no 
doubt he will continue doing the Lord’s 
work among the angels, but as his 
friend, I will miss his advocacy for the 
family farmer, good-natured outlook 
on life, and warm, welcoming smile. 
Barbara and I extend our condolences 
to his wife Elaine and his two children 
Chris and Jennifer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CAPITOL GUIDE 
SERVICE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this year, 
we celebrate 150 years of the Capitol 
Guide Service. Since 1876, Capitol 
guides have welcomed visitors to the 
U.S. Capitol and shared with them the 
history, art, and architecture that 
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make this building a symbol of Amer-
ican democracy. 

Over the last 150 years, their uni-
forms have changed, but the mission of 
the Capitol guides remains the same. 
Generations of Americans have passed 
through this building and learned 
about our Nation and our government 
from the Capitol Guide Service. And 
thanks to these men and women, visi-
tors from around the world can see and 
understand this building and the busi-
ness of the American people being done 
within its walls. 

When the first guides began their 
tours in 1876, Constantino Brumidi was 
still at work, statues were still arriv-
ing from the States, and many States 
had not yet been admitted to the 
Union, my own included. The guides in 
this building are not only history-tell-
ers; they are witnesses to history in 
the making. I congratulate them on 150 
years of welcoming visitors to the Cap-
itol, and I wish them the best in their 
continued service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CRUZ COLLIN 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Cruz Collin, an intern in my 
Rapid City, SD, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Cruz is a graduate of the Inter-
national School of Toulouse in Tou-
louse, France. Currently, he is attend-
ing the Oregon Institute of Technology 
in Klamath Falls, OR, where he is pur-
suing a degree in renewable energy en-
gineering and applied physics. He is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Cruz for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MORGAN SCHROEDER 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Morgan Schroeder, an intern 
in my Rapid City, SD, office for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Morgan is a graduate of White Lake 
High School in White Lake, SD. Cur-
rently, she is attending Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, SD, 
where she is pursuing a degree in polit-
ical science. She is a hard worker who 
has been dedicated to getting the most 
out of her internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Morgan for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AIDEN WHITLEY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Aiden Whitley, an intern in 
my Rapid City, SD, office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 

staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Aiden is from Edgemont, SD, where 
he graduated with his high school di-
ploma from homeschool. Currently, he 
is attending Black Hills State Univer-
sity in Spearfish, SD, where he is pur-
suing a degree in political science. He 
is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Aiden for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOB AND CELIA 
KIRKWOOD 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 
today in celebration of Bob and Celia 
Kirkwood, the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Wyoming 2026 honorees. 

Since 1969, the Boys and Girls Club of 
Central Wyoming has been inspiring 
young people to reach their full poten-
tial. Local boys and girls participate in 
educational and athletic programs that 
provide enrichment and help them be-
come productive, responsible and car-
ing citizens. From leadership develop-
ment to a focus on healthy lifestyles, 
the club provides top-notch opportuni-
ties for each member. 

For over 55 years, the Boys and Girls 
Club of Central Wyoming has con-
nected youth with dedicated volunteers 
and mentors. The club serves over 
13,000 youth each year across its four- 
county territory, helping each member 
become their best self. Each year, at 
its annual breakfast, the organization 
highlights an individual or couple for 
their commitment to giving back to 
the community. This week, they will 
honor Bob and Celia Kirkwood with 
this prestigious recognition. 

On Wednesday, September 16, 2026, 
the Boys and Girls Club of Central Wy-
oming will host their annual awards 
and recognition breakfast in Casper. 
They will honor the Kirkwoods for 
their unwavering dedication to the 
Casper community. Bob and Celia’s 
commitment to the youth of Natrona 
County is certainly worth celebrating. 
It is fitting that the Boys and Girl Club 
of Central Wyoming is publicly recog-
nizing their legacy of service and 
strong investment in our next genera-
tion of leaders. 

Bob and Celia have been married for 
47 years and are the proud parents of 
Michael Kirkwood, Tom and Cassie 
Kirkwood and grandparents to Josie. 
They center their life on faith and are 
proud that Wyoming has always been 
home. 

In 1982, Bob joined his father’s busi-
ness Kirkwood Oil and Gas. Alongside 
his brother Steve, they have diversified 
the company to include oil and gas op-
erations, pipeline management, and 
real estate. He remains an industry ad-
vocate and trusted adviser to many 
around the State. 

Celia focused her time on raising 
their sons. From volunteering through-

out their education to serving as a 
Boys and Girls Club Youth of the Year 
judge, she is committed to giving back 
to those who need it most. Celia shines 
behind the scenes, making sure to con-
centrate on faith, family, and commu-
nity service. 

Beyond the Boys and Girls Club, Bob 
and Celia passionately support Saint 
Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School, 
the Wyoming Rescue Mission, and True 
Care. Our community is fortunate that, 
where there is a need, the Kirkwoods 
are willing to step up to help their 
friends and neighbors. 

Bob and Celia are guided by their 
faith. They encourage the members of 
the Boys and Girls Club to ‘‘make sure 
the path you are on leads to the life 
you truly want and do not be afraid to 
adjust along the way. Remember, God 
knows best; trust Him.’’ 

For decades, the couple has led by ex-
ample and have generously given back 
to the community they love so much. 
The Kirkwoods live their mission of 
meeting real needs and building lasting 
impact through consistent, practical 
action. 

The Boys and Girls Club of Central 
Wyoming is instrumental in providing 
young people with a safe, nurturing, 
and inspiring space to develop and 
learn. The opportunities afforded to 
members allow them to become the fu-
ture leaders we need. These impressive 
goals would not be possible without the 
passion and generosity of Bob and 
Celia. They are exemplary role models 
of selfless leadership. 

It is with great honor that I recog-
nize this incredible couple and their 
ongoing dedication to Casper. I encour-
age my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Bob and Celia Kirkwood for ev-
erything they have done and continue 
to do to make Casper a better place for 
all. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 ATTACKS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Fri-
day, our country observed a solemn 
milestone: the 25th anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks. 

I remember that morning vividly. I 
was just outside this Chamber in the 
Democratic leader’s office, meeting 
with Senator Daschle. We had just 
heard the news that the first plane had 
crashed into the World Trade Center, 
and we watched in real time on the tel-
evision as the second plane flew into 
the Twin Towers. Shortly thereafter, 
we were told to evacuate the Capitol 
Building. 

From outside, we could see black 
smoke billowing up across the National 
Mall, and we knew something terrible 
had happened mere miles away from 
where we stood. But we didn’t yet 
know that a third plane had struck the 
Pentagon. Nor did we know then about 
the heroic actions of the passengers 
aboard Flight 93 who lost their lives 
stopping the hijackers from crashing 
the plane into another target—likely 
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