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with pro forma sessions scheduled until
September 14 would have been a re-
corded rollcall vote, I would have voted
no.

Mr. McCORMICK. Madam President,
had there been a rollcall vote on the
motion to adjourn, I would have voted
nay.

Mr. MORENO. Madam President, if
the motion for the Senate to adjourn
with pro forma sessions scheduled until
September 14 would have been a re-
corded rollcall vote, I would have voted
no.

Mr. HUSTED. Madam President, had
there been a rollcall vote on the mo-
tion to adjourn, I would have voted
nay.

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, if
the motion for the Senate to adjourn
with pro forma sessions scheduled until
September 14 were to have been a roll-
call vote, I would have voted no.

Ms. GRAHAM. Madam President, if
the motion for the Senate to adjourn
with pro forma sessions scheduled until
September 14 would have been a re-
corded rollcall vote, I would have voted
no.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 902.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the nomination of Matthew R.
Byrne, of Ohio, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Ohio.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 902, Mat-
thew R. Byrne, of Ohio, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern District of
Ohio.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
Pete Ricketts, Thom Tillis, Rick Scott
of Florida, John Cornyn, Steve Daines,
Bernie Moreno, John R. Curtis, Chuck
Grassley, Ashley B. Moody, Jim Banks,
Mike Crapo, James Lankford, Kevin
Cramer, Mike Rounds.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DIGITAL ASSET MARKET CLARITY
ACT OF 2025—Motion to Proceed

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 423,
H.R. 3633.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 423,
H.R. 3633, a bill to provide for a system of
regulation of the offer and sale of digital
commodities by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, to amend the Federal
Reserve Act to prohibit the Federal reserve
banks from offering certain products or serv-
ices directly to an individual, to prohibit the
use of central bank digital currency for mon-
etary policy, and for other purposes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close
debate on the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 423, H.R. 3633, a bill to pro-
vide for a system of regulation of the
offer and sale of digital commodities
by the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, to amend the
Federal Reserve Act to prohibit the
Federal reserve banks from offering
certain products or services directly to
an individual, to prohibit the use of
central bank digital currency for mon-
etary policy, and for other purposes.

John Thune, Cynthia M. Lummis, Tim
Sheehy, John Barrasso, John Cornyn,
John Hoeven, Mike Crapo, James
Lankford, Kevin Cramer, Steve Daines,
Tim Scott of South Carolina, Tom Cot-
ton, Thom Tillis, Jon A. Husted, Pete
Ricketts, Bill Hagerty, Marsha Black-
burn.

The

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H. CON. RES. 89

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader in
concurrence with the Democratic lead-
er, no later than Friday, October 2, H.
Con Res. 89 be discharged from the
Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Senate proceed to its comnsider-
ation; further, there be 6 hours of de-
bate only, with time divided between
the leaders or their designees on the
concurrent resolution and that fol-
lowing the use or yielding back of that
time, the Senate vote on adoption of
the concurrent resolution.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members of
the Republican conference be author-
ized to sign duly enrolled bills or joint
resolutions from August 7 through Sep-
tember 14.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to
Commissions, Committees, Boards,
Conferences, or Interparliamentary
Conferences authorized by law, by con-
current action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

S. RES. 817

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Madam President,
while I voted No on S. Res. 817, which
calls for an up or down vote on 74
nominations, en bloc, I would have
voted yes on the following nominations
if T had the opportunity to vote on each
nomination separately:

1. Calendar No. 729: John Breslow, of Ari-
zona, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Cyprus.

2. Calendar No. 730: Todd Steggerda, of Vir-
ginia, to be Representative of the United
States of America to the Office of the United
Nations and Other International Organiza-
tions in Geneva.

3. Calendar No. 731: Adam Cassady, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador at Large for Cyber-
space and Digital Policy.

4. Calendar No. 732: Preston Wells Griffith
III, of Virginia, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Vienna Of-
fice of the United Nations.

5. Calendar No. 733: Preston Wells Griffith
III, of Virginia, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

6. Calendar No. 734: Fleet White, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(Political-Military Affairs).

7. Calendar No. 739: Kenneth Sorenson, of
Hawaii, to be United States Attorney for the
District of Hawaii for the term of four years.

8. Calendar No. 740: Johnson TeeHee II, of
Oklahoma, to be United States Marshal for
the EBEastern District of Oklahoma for the
term of four years.

9. Calendar No. 746: Timothy VerHey, of
Michigan, to be United States Attorney for
the Western District of Michigan for the
term of four years.

10. Calendar No. 748: Jack Chambers, of
West Virginia, to be United States Marshal
for the Southern District of West Virginia
for the term of four years.

11. Calendar No. 749: Jason Holt, of Okla-
homa, to be United States Marshal for the
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Northern District of Oklahoma for the term
of four years.

12. Calendar No. 757: Michael Kavoukjian,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Norway.

13. Calendar No. 761: Eric Wendt, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Albania.

14. Calendar No. 762: David Brat, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Commonwealth of Australia.

15. Calendar No. 781: Sean Costello, of Ala-
bama, to be United States Attorney for the
Southern District of Alabama for the term of
four years.

16. Calendar No. 822: David M. Prouty, of
Maryland, to be a Member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of five
years expiring August 27, 2031. (Reappoint-
ment).

17. Calendar No. 823: Brett Matsumoto, of
Maryland, to be Commissioner of Labor Sta-
tistics, Department of Labor, for a term of
four years.

18. Calendar No. 826: Kaveh Farzad, of
Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (International Affairs).

19. Calendar No. 835: Christopher Michael
De Bono, of the District of Columbia, to be
an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years.

20. Calendar No. 836: Sharon E. Goodie, of
the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia for the term of fifteen years.

21. Calendar No. 837: Bradford Pentony Wil-
son, of New Jersey, to be Archivist of the
United States.

22. Calendar No. 842: Michael Christopher
DiLorenzo, of the District of Columbia, to be
an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years.

23. Calendar No. 843: Craig Edward Leen, of
the District of Columbia, to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia for the term of fifteen years.

24. Calendar No. 844: Christine Michelle
Macey, of the District of Columbia, to be an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen
years.

25. Calendar No. 845: John Barlow Timmer,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of fifteen
years.

26. Calendar No. 848: James Andrew
Crowell IV, of the District of Columbia, to be
an Associate Judge of the District of Colum-
bia Court of Appeals for the term of fifteen
years.

27. Calendar No. 849: Stuart Gordon Nash,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals for the term of fifteen
years.

28. Calendar No. 850: Rudolph Bauer, of
South Carolina, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to Belize.

29. Calendar No. 853: Barbera Thornhill, of
North Carolina, to be Director of the Office
to Monitor and Combat Trafficking, with the
rank of Ambassador at Large.

30. Calendar No. 8564: Christopher Anderson,
of Wisconsin, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia.

31. Calendar No. 855: Stanley Brown, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Equatorial Guin-
ea.
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32. Calendar No. 856: Joseph Burkhalter, of
Georgia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Moldova.

33. Calendar No. 857: John Hurley, of Cali-
fornia, to be Representative of the United
States of America to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development,
with the rank of Ambassador.

34. Calendar No. 858: Daniel Perez, of Flor-
ida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to Brazil.

35. Calendar No. 859: Laurence Socha, of Il1-
linois, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of The Gambia.

36. Calendar No. 860: Juan Segura, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(Western Hemisphere Affairs).

37. Calendar No. 863: Brendan Hanrahan, of
New York, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (European and Eurasian Affairs).

38. Calendar No. 864: Donald Blome, of Illi-
nois, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(Near Eastern Affairs).

39. Calendar No. 865: Katherine Bowles, of
Alabama, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Legislative Affairs).

40. Calendar No. 868: Thomas B. Chapman,
of Maryland, to be a Member of the National
Transportation Safety Board for a term ex-
piring December 31, 2028. (Reappointment).

41. Calendar No. 869: Karen Jean Hedlund,
of New York, to be a Member of the Surface
Transportation Board for a term expiring
December 31, 2030. (Reappointment).

42. Calendar No. 874: Roger Mason, of Vir-
ginia, to be Director of the National Recon-
naissance Office.

43. Calendar No. 899: Mark Cruz, of Oregon,
to be Director of the Indian Health Service,
Department of Health and Human Services,
for the term of four years.

44. Calendar No. 903: Christopher Nassar, of
Oklahoma, to be US Attorney for the North-
ern District of Oklahoma.

——
TRIBUTE TO DAVID STACY

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize the work of
David Stacy, former government af-
fairs director at the Human Rights
Campaign, HRC. For more than 30
years, Mr. Stacy has been a tireless ad-
vocate for the LGBTQ community in
Wisconsin and across the TUnited
States. His vital work has helped to en-
sure that LGBTQ people across the
country and the world are treated as
full and equal citizens and human
beings.

Mr. Stacy earned his bachelor of arts
from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son in 1990 and served two terms as
president of the United Council of Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Students, the
statewide student association for the
UW system. He later received his mas-
ter of arts in history, U.S. foreign rela-
tions, and civil rights history from
New York University in 1991.

In 1994, Mr. Stacy was instrumental
in helping me to found Fair Wisconsin.
Fair Wisconsin is a statewide advocacy
organization with the mission of pro-
tecting and advancing the civil rights
of LGBTQ individuals through legisla-
tive advocacy and electoral involve-
ment. He worked on the 1996 Clinton-
Gore campaign and various other State
and local races throughout Wisconsin,
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as well as on nearly all of my own cam-
paigns for public office during this
time.

He began his work in the legislative
branch as an intern and then a legisla-
tive staffer for representatives in the
Wisconsin State Assembly. In 1999, he
joined my staff in Washington, DC, as a
legislative assistant after I was elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives.
For the 6 years he spent on my staff, he
worked on a variety of issues including
telecommunications, defense, LGBTQ
issues, foreign policy, education, vet-
erans, intellectual property, and home-
land security. I valued David’s
thoughtful counsel and his dedication
to his work and passion for the issues
he covered.

In November of 2005, Mr. Stacy joined
HRC as their senior public policy advo-
cate during a time in which our Nation
was hotly debating a proposed amend-
ment to our Constitution that would
have defined marriage as a union be-
tween one man and one woman.
Through more than 20 years of hard,
dedicated work, Mr. Stacy has steadily
built support and coalitions to advance
the cause of equality. Discriminatory
bans such as ‘“‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell”
have been repealed, ensuring that gay,
lesbian, and bisexual Americans who
want to serve their country can do so
openly and proudly. Later, when Fed-
eral marriage equality was established
by the courts, he worked alongside me
and my staff to pass and codify into
law the Respect for Marriage Act, en-
suring a critical backstop against an
activist court.

He built a model for how sustained
work and partnership can bring about
meaningful change to the lives of our
fellow citizens. He was and is a vital
partner in the continued fight for a
more, not less, equal country. I am
proud to call him a friend and a trusted
partner in the fight for equality. I wish
him all the best in this next chapter.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VERMONT COUN-
TRY STORE

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, I rise
today to celebrate the 80th anniversary
of the Vermont Country Store opening
its doors in Weston, VT.

Eight decades after its founding, the
Vermont Country Store remains a sta-
ple of Vermont’s business community
and is known to folks across the coun-
try for its selection of high-quality
products and old-fashioned charm.
Throughout the store’s history, its
owners, the Orton family—who pride
themselves as the ‘“‘Purveyors of the
Practical and Hard-to-Find’’—have
maintained the store’s traditions while
continuously adapting the store to the
changing economy.

The Vermont Country Store started
as an aspiration of Vrest Orton’s in the
early 1900s. Vrest grew up in Calais,
VT, where, as a child, he helped run his
father’s country store. Vrest hatched
the idea for the Vermont Country
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