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(3) TERM.—Each individual appointed as a
member of the Committee—

(A) shall be appointed for a term of not more
than 4 years; and

(B) during the 2-year period beginning on the
date on which such term ends, may not serve as
a member of the Committee.

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee shall
be—

(1) to advise on the status and recent develop-
ments of nongovernmental space activities;

(2) to provide to the Secretary and Congress
recommendations on the manner in which the
United States may facilitate and promote a safe,
sustainable, robust, competitive, and innovative
commercial sector that is investing in, devel-
oping, and conducting space activities within
the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce,
including through the development and imple-
mentation of any regulatory framework applica-
ble to the commercial space industry;

(3) to identify, and provide recommendations
in response to, any challenge faced by the
United States commercial sector relating to—

(4) the application of international obliga-
tions of the United States relevant to commercial
space sector activities in outer space;

(B) export controls that affect the commercial
space sector;

(C) harmful interference with commercial
space sector activities in outer space; and

(D) access to adequate, predictable, and reli-
able radio frequency spectrum;

(4) to review existing best practices for United
States entities to avoid—

(A) the harmful contamination of the Moon
and other celestial bodies; and

(B) adverse changes in the environment of the
Earth resulting from the introduction of extra-
terrestrial matter; and

(5) to provide information, advice, and rec-
ommendations on matters relating to—

(A) United States commercial space sector ac-
tivities in outer space; and

(B) other commercial space sector activities, as
the Committee considers necessary.

(d) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall termi-
nate on the date that is 10 years after the date
on which the Committee is established.

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be withdrawn; that the Peters sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 6748) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Space Com-
merce Advisory Committee Act”.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Office of Space Commerce.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
of the several States of the United States,
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
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and any other commonwealth, territory, or
possession of the United States.

(3) UNITED STATES ENTITY.—The
“United States entity’” means—

(A) an individual who is a national of the
United States (as defined in section 101(a) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a))); and

(B) a nongovernmental entity organized or
existing under, and subject to, the laws of
the United States or a State.

SEC. 3. COMMERCIAL SPACE ACTIVITY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall establish a Commer-
cial Space Activity Advisory Committee (in
this section referred to as the ‘“Committee’’).

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be
composed of 15 members appointed by the
Secretary.

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be
composed of representatives from a variety
of space policy, engineering, technical,
science, legal, academic, and finance fields
who have significant experience in the com-
mercial space industry, which may include
previous Government experience.

(B) LIMITATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), the Secretary may not appoint as
a member of the Committee any employee or
official of the Federal Government.

(ii) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may ap-
point as a member of the Committee a spe-
cial government employee (as defined in sec-
tion 202(a) of title 18, United States Code)
who serves on 1 or more other Federal advi-
sory committees.

(3) TERM.—Each individual appointed as a
member of the Committee—

(A) shall be appointed for a term of not
more than 4 years; and

(B) during the 2-year period beginning on
the date on which such term ends, may not
serve as a member of the Committee.

(¢c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee
shall be—

(1) to advise on the status and recent de-
velopments of nongovernmental space activi-
ties;

(2) to provide to the Secretary and Con-
gress recommendations on the manner in
which the United States may facilitate and
promote a safe, sustainable, robust, competi-
tive, and innovative commercial sector that
is investing in, developing, and conducting
space activities within the jurisdiction of the
Department of Commerce, including through
the development and implementation of any
regulatory framework applicable to the com-
mercial space industry;

(3) to identify, and provide recommenda-
tions in response to, any challenge faced by
the United States commercial sector relat-
ing to—

(A) the application of international obliga-
tions of the United States relevant to com-
mercial space sector activities in outer
space;

(B) export controls that affect the commer-
cial space sector;

(C) harmful interference with commercial
space sector activities in outer space; and

(D) access to adequate, predictable, and re-
liable radio frequency spectrum;

(4) to review existing best practices for
United States entities to avoid—

(A) the harmful contamination of the
Moon and other celestial bodies; and

(B) adverse changes in the environment of
the Earth resulting from the introduction of
extraterrestrial matter; and

(5) to provide information, advice, and rec-
ommendations on matters relating to—
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(A) United States commercial space sector
activities in outer space; and

(B) other commercial space sector activi-
ties, as the Committee considers necessary.

(d) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall
terminate on the date that is 10 years after
the date on which the Committee is estab-
lished.

The bill (S. 434), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR EN BLOC—S. 5271 and H.R.
7008

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I
understand that there are two bills at
the desk due for a second reading en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

The clerk will read the bills by title
for a second time en bloc.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 5271) to amend the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 to require voters to provide
photo identification.

A Dbill (H.R. 7008) to amend chapter 131 of
title 5 to require certain restrictions on
stocks for Members of Congress and their
spouses and dependents, and for other pur-
poses.

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, in
order to place the bills on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I
would object to further proceeding en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be
placed on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume executive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Maine.

———

KAY HAGAN TICK
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I will
soon ask that the Senate pass S. 2398,
the Kay Hagan Tick Reauthorization
Act. The Tick Act was approved by the
Senate HELP Committee more than a
year ago with strong bipartisan sup-
port.

I am proud to have authorized the
original Tick Act in 2019 with my col-
league Senator TINA SMITH. Our bipar-
tisan legislation strengthens Federal
efforts to confront the alarming public
health threat posed by Lyme disease
and other tick-borne illnesses.

The Tick Act essentially has three
parts: First, it reauthorizes funding for
the CDC’s four Centers of Excellence in
Vector-Borne Diseases; second, it ex-
tends grants to State and local public
health departments to help them treat,
test for, and conduct public education



August 6, 2026

campaigns about ticks and other vec-
tor-borne diseases; and, third, it re-
quires HHS to implement its national
strategy to combat vector-borne dis-
eases.

Our bill is named after our former
colleague Senator Kay Hagan. Kay,
with whom I had the pleasure of serv-
ing, passed away in October of 2019 at
the age of 66 from complications of a
deadly tick-borne illness known as the
Powassan virus. It is my hope that re-
authorizing the Tick Act will help pre-
vent future tragedies such as this one.

Tick-borne diseases are a major pub-
lic health concern, and the incidents
have exploded over the past 20 years.
Each year, the State of Maine has hit
a new record high in the number of
cases of Lyme disease. Last year,
Maine reported 4,257 cases. Undoubt-
edly, that understates the number of
cases because many are not reported.
But that amount alone is more than
double the number of cases reported in
my home State just 6 years ago. Cur-
rent projections show that 2026 will yet
again be a record-setting year. This is
a record that we do not want to set.

The Lewiston Sun Journal reported
just last week that every community
in Maine’s Franklin County faces a
high risk of tick encounters for this
season. Nevertheless, I am encouraged
that we are making progress, and we
have made progress in the 6 years since
this law was first enacted.

For example, a clinical trial for a
Lyme disease vaccine is underway
right now at the MaineHealth Institute
for Research. It has always struck me,
as I run, that every year my beloved
Labrador retriever can get a vaccine
for tick diseases and yet we cannot—we
humans cannot—and I am hoping this
clinical trial will be successful, and it
will make a real difference.

Reauthorizing the Kay Hagan Tick
Act would allow crucial projects, such
as that research and others across the
United States and public education
campaigns—which are so important in
teaching people what to do if they have
a tick bite—that will all be allowed to
continue.

I want to thank Senator SMITH for
partnering with me on this reauthor-
ization, and I would note that we have
21 bipartisan cosponsors. I urge all of
my colleagues to support this life-
saving legislation.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 154, S. 2398.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2398) to reauthorize the Kay
Hagan Tick Act, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions with an amendment to strike all
after the enacting clause and insert the
part printed in italics, as follows:
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

This Act may be cited as the “Kay Hagan
Tick Reauthorization Act’’.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF PROGRAMS.

(a) NATIONAL STRATEGY AND REGIONAL CEN-
TERS OF EXCELLENCE IN VECTOR-BORNE DIS-
EASES.—Section 317U of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 247b-23) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), in the matter preceding
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the Tick-Borne Dis-
ease Working Group established under section
2062 of the 21st Century Cures Act (42 U.S.C.
284s) and other individuals, as appropriate’
and inserting ‘‘appropriate individuals’’;

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘in coordina-
tion with’’ and inserting ‘‘acting through’; and

(3) in subsection (f), by striking ‘2021 through
2025’ and inserting ‘2026 through 2030°°.

(b) ENHANCED SUPPORT TO ASSIST HEALTH DE-
PARTMENTS IN ADDRESSING VECTOR-BORNE DIS-
EASES.—Section 2822(c) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-32(c)) is amended
by striking 2021 through 2025 and inserting
2026 through 2030°°.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be considered and agreed to and that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Ms. COLLINS. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 2398), as amended, was
passed.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

——————

DEONDRA DIXON INCLUDE
PROJECT ACT OF 2026

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent for the Sen-
ate to pass S. 1838, the DeOndra Dixon
INCLUDE Project Act.

Thousands of Americans live with
Down syndrome, and yet research has
been underfunded for decades.

In 2017, Congress encouraged the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the NIH, to
launch the INCLUDE Project—an ef-
fort to make groundbreaking discov-
eries about conditions that dispropor-
tionately affect people with Down syn-
drome, like Alzheimer’s disease.

The INCLUDE Project brings to-
gether multiple NIH institutes under a
coordinated approach that is already
delivering significant scientific discov-
eries as well as new treatments.
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The bipartisan, bicameral DeOndra
Dixon INCLUDE Project Act will offi-
cially authorize the INCLUDE Project
into law.

The bill will ensure that Congress
and the American people have visi-
bility into the scientific breakthroughs
that are so needed for this community.
The INCLUDE Project is already yield-
ing significant scientific results, and
Colorado is at the core of these sci-
entific advances.

Today, Colorado is proudly home to
the world’s leading Down syndrome ad-
vocacy, research, and medical care
partners at the Global Down Syndrome
Foundation, the Linda Crnic Institute
for Down Syndrome, the Alzheimer’s
and Cognition Center, and the Sie Cen-
ter at Children’s Hospital Colorado.

We need to make sure that improving
health outcomes for individuals with
Down syndrome remains a priority and
do so in honor of DeOndra Dixon, an
extraordinary person who was an advo-
cate leaving a legacy that will help im-
prove lives for generations.

This bill has support on both sides of
the aisle, including Senators JERRY
MORAN and CORY BOOKER and Rep-
resentatives DIANA DEGETTE and RICH-
ARD HUDSON. We also thank Senators
BENNET, PADILLA, CAPITO, COONS, VAN
HOLLEN, and OSSOFF for their support.

We are determined to get this bill
across the finish line for DeOndra and
for the thousands of Americans who
will see their lives improve for the bet-
ter by this critical research.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged and the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 1838.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1838) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to carry out a
program of research, training, and investiga-
tion related to Down syndrome, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the
Hickenlooper substitute amendment at
the desk be agreed to and that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 6751), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘DeOndra
Dixon INCLUDE Project Act of 2026°.
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