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yet only 15 percent of flowers and foliage
sold in the United States is domestically
grown;

Whereas the domestic cut flower and foli-
age industry—

(1) creates a substantial economic impact
daily; and

(2) supports hundreds of growers, thou-
sands of small businesses, and tens of thou-
sands of jobs in the United States;

Whereas most domestic cut flowers and fo-
liage are sold in the United States within 24
to 48 hours after harvest and last longer than
flowers shipped longer distances;

Whereas flowers and foliage grown domes-
tically enhance the ability of the people of
the United States to festively celebrate wed-
dings and births and honor those who have
passed;

Whereas flower and foliage giving has been
a holiday tradition in the United States for
generations;

Whereas flowers and foliage speak to the
beauty of motherhood on Mother’s Day and
to the spirit of love on Valentine’s Day;

Whereas flowers and foliage help com-
memorate the service and sacrifice of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces on Memorial Day
and Veterans Day; and

Whereas the Senate encourages the cul-
tivation of flowers and foliage in the United
States by domestic flower and foliage farm-
ers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 2026 as ‘‘American
Grown Flower and Foliage Month’’;

(2) recognizes that purchasing flowers and
foliage grown in the United States supports
the farmers, small businesses, jobs, and econ-
omy of the United States;

(3) recognizes that growing flowers and fo-
liage in the United States is a vital part of
the agricultural industry of the TUnited
States;

(4) recognizes that cultivating flowers and
foliage domestically enhances the ability of
the people of the United States to festively
celebrate holidays and special occasions; and

(5) urges all people of the United States to
proactively showcase flowers and foliage
grown in the United States in order to show
support for—

(A) the flower and foliage farmers, proc-
essors, and distributors in the United States;
and

(B) the agricultural industry of the United
States overall.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 823—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 2
THROUGH AUGUST 8, 2026, AS
“NATIONAL FARMERS MARKET
WEEK”’

Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. KING, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.

HICKENLOOPER, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. WELCH, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BENNET, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. JUSTICE,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, and Mr. TILLIS) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 823

Whereas farmers markets accounted for
$1,700,000,000 in income for farmers of the
United States in 2020, demonstrating the cru-
cial role of farmers markets in local econo-
mies;

Whereas, according to the Agricultural
Marketing Service of the Department of Ag-
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riculture, the number of farmers markets in
the United States rose from 1,755 in 1994 to
8,771 in 2019, an average growth of nearly 7
percent per year;

Whereas farmers markets serve as signifi-
cant educational sites and as bridges be-
tween urban and rural communities, contrib-
uting to a better public understanding of
farming and ranching;

Whereas the adoption of more sustainable
farming practices is closely associated with
farmer-to-consumer interactions facilitated
by farmers markets;

Whereas farmers markets and direct mar-
keting farmers help improve the health and
wellness of low-income people in the United
States who receive Federal nutrition bene-
fits; and

Whereas National Farmers Market Week is
a time to recognize the unique and indispen-
sable role farmers markets play in sup-
porting food access, bolstering local econo-
mies, promoting healthy communities, and
fostering sustainable farming: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of August 2
through August 8, 2026, as ‘‘National Farm-
ers Market Week’’; and

(2) recognizes the vital role that farmers
markets play in bringing communities to-
gether and in supporting the livelihoods of
millions of people in the United States, from
farmers and food producers to consumers.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 824—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 1, 2026, AS
“GOLD STAR CHILDREN’S DAY

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. ScoTT of Florida,
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. COONS, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. JUSTICE,
Mr. KAINE, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. KiM, Mr. ScoTT of
South Carolina, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mrs. MooDYy, Mr. OSSOFF, and Mr.
ROUNDS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 824

Whereas the recognition of Gold Star Fam-
ilies in the United States dates back to
World War I, when the families of fallen
members of the Armed Forces displayed a
service flag with a gold star in the window of
their homes;

Whereas, in 1936, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed into law legislation declar-
ing Gold Star Mother’s Day, now known as
“Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day’’, a
national observance honoring the mothers of
fallen members of the Armed Forces annu-
ally on the last Sunday of September;

Whereas, since 2010, the Senate has hon-
ored Gold Star Spouses by resolution annu-
ally on April 5, recognizing the unique sac-
rifices made by spouses of fallen members of
the Armed Forces;

Whereas many thousands of children of
military families have lost parents who
served in the Armed Forces and also deserve
national recognition for the burden and leg-
acy they carry; and

Whereas, since 2021, the Senate has hon-
ored Gold Star Children by resolution annu-
ally on August 1, recognizing the debt of
gratitude owed to children of fallen members
of the Armed Forces by the people of the
United States as part of the debt owed to the
members of the Armed Forces who sacrificed
all in protecting the freedom of the United
States and the people of the United States:
Now, therefore, be it

July 30, 2026

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 1, 2026, as ‘‘Gold Star
Children’s Day’’;

(2) honors the sacrifices and hardships of
the children of fallen members of the Armed
Forces; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Gold Star Children’s Day
in support of children of the fallen members
of the Armed Forces of the United States.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION 825—COM-
MENDING  MISSISSIPPI CHRIS-
TIAN UNIVERSITY FOR 200

YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI AND THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself and
Mr. WICKER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 825

Whereas, on January 24, 1826, the Mis-
sissippi Legislature passed, and Governor
David Holmes signed into law, an Act estab-
lishing Hampstead Academy in Hinds Coun-
ty, Mississippi, making what is now Mis-
sissippi Christian University the oldest insti-
tution of higher learning in Mississippi;

Whereas, in 1827, Hampstead Academy
changed its name to ‘‘Mississippi Academy,”’
and, in 1830, the institution became ‘‘Mis-
sissippi College,” offering degrees in arts,
sciences, and languages;

Whereas, in 1831, Mississippi College be-
came the first coeducational institution of
higher learning in the United States to grant
degrees to women, bestowing diplomas upon
Alice Robinson and Catherine Hall;

Whereas, in 1850, Mississippi College be-
came affiliated with the Mississippi Baptist
Convention, making it the second-oldest
Baptist college in the United States;

Whereas, in 1921, the Mississippi College
athletic teams became known as the Choc-
taws, paying homage to the Native American
heritage of the region;

Whereas the formal graduate program of
Mississippi College was established in 1950,
followed by the addition of the School of
Nursing in 1969 and the School of Law in
1975;

Whereas, in 2003, the Mississippi College
Foundation was established to strengthen
ongoing giving, which supports the vision of
Mississippi College and recognizes its aca-
demic excellence and commitment to the
cause of Christ;

Whereas, in 2005, the Tribal Council of the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians passed a
resolution supporting the continued use of
the name ‘‘Choctaw’ and related symbols by
Mississippi College;

Whereas, in 2011, Mississippi College
launched the first physician assistant pro-
gram in the State of Mississippi and awarded
its first educational leadership doctorate;

Whereas, in 2019, the Mississippi College
Honors College was established and the Ed-
ward McMillan Center for Education Abroad
was launched;

Whereas, in 2022, the Leland Speed Schol-
arship program, named in honor of longtime
benefactor Leland Speed, was established, of-
fering scholarships for eligible Mississippi
students and leading to a record-breaking
class of more than 1,000 new students in the
fall of 2023;

Whereas, in 2023, the Gore Arts Complex,
named in honor of renowned artist Dr. Sam-
uel Gore, was dedicated and became home to
the art programs of Mississippi College and
the Institute for Southern Storytelling, rep-
resenting the latest chapter in a legacy of
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excellence in art programs and of commit-
ment to faith at Mississippi College;

Whereas, in 2026, Mississippi College cele-
brates its bicentennial anniversary;

Whereas, on June 1, 2026, Mississippi Col-
lege was renamed ‘‘Mississippi Christian
University,” reflecting its longstanding com-
mitment to the State of Mississippi, its
Christian mission, and its comprehensive
educational offerings;

Whereas, today, Mississippi Christian Uni-
versity remains dedicated to excellence and
innovation in teaching and learning, fos-
tering scholarship, creative activity, and
professional development among its faculty,
staff, and students;

Whereas, today, Mississippi Christian Uni-
versity student-athletes compete in 17 sports
in the NCAA Division II Gulf South Con-
ference, including men’s baseball, basket-
ball, cross country, golf, soccer, tennis, and
track and field and women’s basketball,
cross country, golf, soccer, softball, tennis,
track and field, and volleyball;

Whereas, today, Mississippi Christian Uni-
versity continues to make a significant eco-
nomic impact in central Mississippi as one of
the largest employers in Clinton, Mis-
sissippi;

Whereas, throughout Mississippi Christian
University history, its alumni, including 4
Mississippi governors and numerous public
officials at the State and local levels, have
made and continue to make an immeas-
urable difference in their communities
through their professions, public service, and
vocational ministry; and

Whereas, throughout its history, Mis-
sissippi Christian University has contributed
significantly to the educational, civic, and
spiritual life of the State of Mississippi and
the United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends Mississippi Christian Univer-
sity on the occasion of its bicentennial for
200 years of distinguished service to the
State of Mississippi and the United States;

(2) recognizes Mississippi Christian Univer-
sity for its faith-based academic, commu-
nity, and athletic excellence; and

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the President of Mississippi Christian
University, Dr. Blake Thompson; and

(B) the Interim Provost of Mississippi
Christian University, Dr. Stephanie Busbea.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  826—HON-
ORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
SMALL  MANUFACTURERS OF
FIREARMS TO THE ECONOMY,
CULTURE, AND RECREATIONAL
HERITAGE OF THE UNITED
STATES AND RECOGNIZING THE
MONTH OF AUGUST 2026 AS “NA-
TIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS
MONTH”

Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 826

Whereas locally owned and operated small
businesses that manufacture handguns, ri-
fles, shotguns, ammunition, and accessories
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘small man-
ufacturers of firearms’’) are the backbone of
the shooting sports community and a crit-
ical part of the manufacturing of the United
States;

Whereas small manufacturers of firearms
of the United States serve as anchors in
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rural and small-town communities across
the United States, preserving the craftsman-
ship, entrepreneurship, and innovation of the
United States;

Whereas small manufacturers of firearms
contribute significantly to the mnational
economy and local economies, forming an es-
sential part of a broader industry that sup-
ports 380,000 jobs and generates more than
$91,000,000,000 in annual economic output;

Whereas small manufacturers of firearms
are essential conduits for the exercise of Sec-
ond Amendment rights by individuals in the
United States and provide products, train-
ing, and community engagement to sports-
men in the United States;

Whereas shooting sports, including target
shooting, hunting, and competitive marks-
manship, are time-honored traditions in the
United States and are enjoyed by millions of
law-abiding citizens;

Whereas shooting sports promote safe and
responsible firearm handling, outdoor stew-
ardship, and civic engagement through local
clubs, ranges, and competitions; and

Whereas small manufacturers of firearms
in the United States play an indispensable
role in preserving those recreational tradi-
tions: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the role of small businesses
that manufacture firearms in supporting do-
mestic manufacturing and economic oppor-
tunity in communities across the United
States;

(2) supports policies that strengthen the
ability of small businesses to innovate, grow,
and preserve the recreational shooting tradi-
tions of the United States; and

(3) recognizes the month of August 2026 as
‘“‘National Shooting Sports Month’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 827—RECOG-
NIZING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CREATION OF THE
SPORTING ARMS AND AMMUNI-
TION MANUFACTURERS’ INSTI-
TUTE, INC. (SAAMI) AND COM-
MENDING ITS WORK ESTAB-
LISHING INDUSTRY STANDARDS
THAT ENSURE THE SAFE INTER-
OPERABILITY OF FIREARMS AND
AMMUNITION

Mr. RISCH submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 827

Whereas, in 1926, the Sporting Arms and
Ammunition Manufacturers’ Institute, Inc.
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“SAAMI”)
was founded at the request of the Federal
Government to create and publish industry
standards for safety, interchangeability, and
reliability of American firearms, coordinate
technical data, and promote safe and respon-
sible firearms use;

Whereas the mission of SAAMI is to create
and promulgate technical, performance,
interchangeability, and safety standards for
firearms, ammunition, suppressors, and com-
ponents, and to be the preeminent global re-
source for the safe and responsible manufac-
turing, transportation, storage, and use of
these products;

Whereas, for a century, SAAMI has coordi-
nated with industry, the military, and do-
mestic and international government bodies
to create and maintain consistent safety
standards;

Whereas, in addition to working with in-
dustry and governments, SAAMI has collabo-
rated with domestic and international stand-
ards bodies like the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) and the Commis-
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sion Internationale Permanente (CIP), to
promote international safety and inter-
changeability of firearm components and
ammunition;

Whereas, in addition to creating industry
standards for safety, SAAMI contributes to
conservation efforts by funding game re-
search surveys conducted by Aldo Leopold,
who is considered to be the father of modern
wildlife management;

Whereas the strategic goals of SAAMI seek
to—

(1) continue its long history of promoting
safety by creating and maintaining stand-
ards, educating and sharing expertise with
policy makers, and improving the forum to
analyze current standards;

(2) address new challenges related to tech-
nological advancements and industry trends;
and

(3) maintain its standing as the technical
experts in the field of firearms and ammuni-
tion; and

Whereas 2026 marks the 100th anniversary
of the founding of SAAMI and its century-
long work towards the promotion of public
safety, technological advancement, and the
provision of standards to help guide the fire-
arms and ammunition industry: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 100th anniversary of the
creation of the Sporting Arms and Ammuni-
tion Manufacturers’ Institute, Inc.;

(2) commends the Sporting Arms and Am-
munition Manufacturer’s Institute, Inc. for a
century of leadership in establishing stand-
ards that ensure the safe interoperability of
firearms and ammunition;

(3) acknowledges the Sporting Arms and
Ammunition Manufacturer’s Institute, Inc.’s
vital role in promoting public safety, sci-
entific rigor, and responsible industry prac-
tices;

(4) encourages continued collaboration
among industry, government, and scientific
organizations to advance safety and innova-
tion in sporting arms and ammunition; and

(5) honors all those who have contributed
to the mission of the Sporting Arms and Am-

munition Manufacturer’s Institute, Inc.’s
over the past century.
——
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 6720. Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and
Mr. CASSIDY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 6711
submitted by Mrs. BRITT (for Ms. GRAHAM
(for herself and Mr. BLUMENTHAL)) and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 5334, to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
allow early childhood educators to take the
educator expense deduction, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 6721. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 6711 submitted by Mrs. BRITT
(for Ms. GRAHAM (for herself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL)) and intended to be proposed
to the bill H.R. 5334, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 6722. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 6711 submitted by Mrs. BRITT
(for Ms. GRAHAM (for herself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL)) and intended to be proposed
to the bill H.R. 5334, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 6723. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 6711 submitted by Mrs. BRITT
(for Ms. GRAHAM (for herself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL)) and intended to be proposed
to the bill H.R. 5334, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.
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