
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4355 July 30, 2026 
them how sluggish Trump’s economy is 
or how high costs are. Americans see it 
at the gas pump. They see it at the gro-
cery store. They see it whenever they 
pay the rent or for heating or for elec-
tricity. 

Trump, on the other hand, has no 
clue just how deep in the dumps his 
economy is. He keeps calling higher 
costs a ‘‘hoax’’ and affordability a 
‘‘made-up word.’’ 

In the meantime, Trump has done 
nothing but make matters worse with 
his reckless and irresponsible war, with 
his chaotic tariffs, and with his crusade 
against American energy and assault 
on healthcare. 

And every day, while Trump’s failed 
Presidency makes life harder for Amer-
ican families, where does he spend his 
time and energy? Enriching himself. 

Democrats aren’t going to let this 
one-two economic punch turn into a 
knockout blow. We are going to keep 
fighting to bring down Americans’ 
costs and bring an end to Trump’s 
failed agenda that is driving those 
costs up and up and up. 

(The remarks of Mr. SCHUMER per-
taining to the introduction of S. 5183 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

WAR POWERS RESOLUTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Finally, on the Iran 

WPR, as Trump plays keyboard warrior 
on Truth Social in his war with Iran, 
our men and women in uniform are 
risking their lives on the frontlines. 

This aimless war has been one of the 
greatest foreign policy catastrophes in 
American history, and Trump’s mess 
only gets worse with every passing 
hour. 

Trump said the war would last a 
week, but American servicemembers 
are still getting killed 5 months later, 
and the war seems to be expanding 
with Iran’s latest attack in Egypt’s 
territory. 

Senate Republicans cannot sit on the 
sidelines as Trump’s war escalates out 
of control. Later today, Democrats will 
advance another War Powers Resolu-
tion so we can get our troops out of 
danger and end this war once and for 
all. 

Will Senate Republicans keep helping 
Trump dig himself into a deeper and 
deeper hole in Iran or will they finally 
show some backbone, grab a shovel, 
and help Trump get out of this hole? 

Republicans, do your duty to our 
servicemembers, to the American peo-
ple, and to your own conscience. Vote 
for our War Powers Resolution to end 
this disaster. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
RELATING TO ‘‘RESTORING 
FLEXIBILITY IN THE CHILD 
CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND 
(CCDF)’’—Motion to Proceed 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to Calendar No. 533, 
S.J. Res. 199. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 533, S.J. 
Res. 199, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Health and 
Human Services relating to ‘‘Restoring 
Flexibility in the Child Care and Develop-
ment Fund (CCDF)’’. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
The Senator from Washington. 

CHILDCARE 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, while 

President Trump’s top priorities are 
$1.5 trillion in war spending and a gold-
en ballroom, those are not the prior-
ities that American families are fo-
cused on. Everywhere I go, I hear from 
families about the crushing cost of 
childcare, so it is no surprise to me 
that 80 percent of voters say the high 
cost of childcare is a major problem. 
This is at the beating heart of our 
economy. If Mom and Dad don’t have 
affordable, high-quality childcare, 
Mom and Dad can’t go to work. 

But while Trump has plunged us into 
an affordability crisis, a war that no 
one asked for, all while families are 
struggling to get by, he is hell-bent on 
making our country’s childcare crisis 
even worse. Right now, Trump’s HHS 
ended a 7-percent copayment cap on 
childcare costs for the very low-income 
families who already receive Federal 
childcare support. This is already a 
very modest Federal program that 
needs to be supersized in order to meet 
the needs of every child who needs it. 
Even with this program, many house-
holds are paying more than 20 percent 
of their household income on childcare 
costs. 

When Democrats put forward this 
policy, we said no family who qualifies 
for this subsidy should pay more than 7 
percent of their income for childcare. 
Trump tore that up. 

We should be having a debate about 
how we increase childcare funding. 
How about, instead of a $1.5 trillion 
war budget, we make sure every work-
ing family in America can afford 
childcare. Well, Trump’s tariffs already 
tax diapers, formula, and the car seat. 
Now he is coming for commonsense 
childcare policies, taking us in the 
wrong direction at a time when fami-
lies need affordable childcare more 
than ever. If Trump had simply done 
nothing and left the 7-percent cap in 
place, some of these families would 
have ended up saving as much as $15,000 
a year for their family. 

This is really a slap in the face to 
moms and dads all over the country— 
and to childcare providers, who are al-
ready stretched thin to make their 
budgets work and keep their doors 
open and keep qualified employees in a 
field that has very high turnover. 

The good news: Congress can now 
force Trump to reverse course on this— 
today, right now. Very soon, we are 
going to be voting on my resolution to 
overturn Trump’s anti-childcare rule 
and bring back that 7 percent income 
cap. This shouldn’t be controversial. 
You are either voting to lower 
childcare costs or to increase them. 

Not too long ago, President Trump 
said openly that he believes—and I am 
going to quote him—we can’t afford 
daycare; we have to pay for war. 

We can afford childcare. Trump just 
wants to use our taxpayer dollars to 
fund war and tax cuts for billionaires. 
Trump says we can’t afford childcare, 
but he is wrong. 

The truth is, we can’t afford to ig-
nore childcare. I know that investment 
in childcare is an investment in our 
families and an investment in a strong-
er economy. 

To my colleagues: If you vote to let 
this rule stand, own it. Go home and 
tell the parents in your State you 
voted to raise their childcare bill. You 
cannot call yourself pro-family while 
voting to make it more expensive to 
raise one. You just can’t. 

That is why I am calling on my col-
leagues to join me today and pass this 
resolution. 

Every Senator is going to cast a vote 
today on a simple question: Should 
working parents pay more for childcare 
or less? Donald Trump wants them to 
pay more—more at the pump, more at 
the grocery store, and now more to 
drop the child off at daycare. Now the 
Senate will give its answers, and I 
promise you this: Parents are watching 
and parents remember. 

To my colleagues: Vote for the 
moms. Vote for the dads. Vote for the 
kid in the back seat at the 7 a.m. drop-
off. When childcare costs as much as 
the mortgage, whose side are you on? 

So, again, I urge my colleagues to 
vote yes to lower childcare costs. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
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Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New York. 
f 

DIRECTING THE REMOVAL OF 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
FROM HOSTILITIES WITHIN OR 
AGAINST THE ISLAMIC REPUB-
LIC OF IRAN THAT HAVE NOT 
BEEN AUTHORIZED BY CON-
GRESS—Motion to Discharge 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, 

pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1546(a) and in ac-
cordance with section 601(b) of the 
International Security Assistance and 
Arms Export Control Act, I move to 
discharge the Committee on Foreign 
Relations from further consideration of 
S.J. Res. 181. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Motion to discharge from the Committee 

on Foreign Relations, S.J. Res. 181, a joint 
resolution to direct the removal of United 
States Armed Forces from hostilities within 
or against the Islamic Republic of Iran that 
have not been authorized by Congress. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent to speak for up 
to 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

S.J. RES. 181 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 

rise in support of my legislation to end 
President Trump’s unauthorized, ille-
gal war with Iran. This war will go 
down in history as one of the greatest 
strategic failures in modern American 
history. 

It was launched without a clear plan, 
executed without a coherent strategy, 
and has become a costly, self-inflicted 
disaster for the American people. 
Every justification that we were given 
for this conflict has proven hollow. 

We were told that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram would be eliminated. Instead, 
Iran still holds nuclear material, and 
its leaders may be more determined 
than ever to build a weapon. 

We were told that the Iranian regime 
would crumble; instead, it now holds 
new leverage of the world’s energy sup-
ply in the Strait of Hormuz. 

We were told this President would 
bring peace and lower prices; instead, 
he has given us war, pain, and higher 
prices. 

New York families are struggling to 
afford groceries and keep up with the 
rent, and what is President Trump 
doing? Pouring billions of tax dollars 
into an open-ended war in Iran. This 
reckless war is driving up monthly 
bills and making everyday life harder 
for working families. 

This administration demands billions 
for wars abroad, then claims we can’t 
afford to improve our schools or repair 
our roads or lower the cost of 
healthcare for millions of Americans. 

President Trump has made it clear 
that he doesn’t factor in how Ameri-
cans are doing financially, but the fam-
ilies I represent feel it every single 
day. Every time they fill the gas tank 
and watch the numbers climb, New 
Yorkers are being forced to pay a pre-
mium for this President’s instability. 

According to data from the Joint 
Economic Committee, the average fam-
ily has to pay an additional $432 on gas 
alone since this war began. Statewide, 
that is an extra $2 billion at the pump. 
Let me repeat that. That is an extra $2 
billion at the pump. 

Nationwide, Americans have paid $60 
billion more on gas. Every time I go 
home, I hear from constituents about 
their concerns: the cost of healthcare, 
the cost of gas, the cost to keep lights 
on, and put food on the table. 

Those are the conversations hap-
pening in kitchens across America. 
That is what we should be focused on 
here in Washington, not dropping 
bombs around the world. And let us not 
forget there is a human cost to this 
war that no dollar figure could ever 
capture. 

Our servicemembers did not volun-
teer to be pawns in a chaotic, unau-
thorized war with no plan and no end in 
sight. Eighteen American heroes have 
already paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
Eighteen families have been shattered. 

Just last week, New York lost one of 
our own: SGT Angel Rampersad of 
Queens. 

Sergeant Rampersad was a true pa-
triot who begged her mother to let her 
enlist the moment she was old enough. 
She served this country courageously 
and honorably for more than 6 years 
before she was killed in an Iranian at-
tack in Jordan. 

Our servicemembers take one of the 
most dangerous jobs there is. In return, 
we owe them a sacred obligation. We do 
not send them into harm’s way without 
a clear mission, defined objectives, and 
the support of the American people. 
The President’s war with Iran is a be-
trayal of that obligation. New Yorkers 
and all Americans deserve more. They 
deserve better. 

So I ask my colleagues: How many 
more servicemembers will we lose? 
How many more billions of dollars 
must families pay at the pump? How 
many more empty promises must be 
made from an out-of-control adminis-
tration before this body finally acts? 

Under the Constitution, we have the 
power to end this war today. Let’s use 
it. I urge my colleagues to vote yes on 
this resolution. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LUM-

MIS). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is on 
the motion to proceed to S.J. Res. 199. 

The yeas and nays have been pre-
viously ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ator is necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL). 

The result was announced—yeas 47, 
nays 52, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 215 Leg.] 
YEAS—47 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—52 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McCormick 
Moody 
Moran 

Moreno 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

McConnell 

The motion was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HAGERTY). The Democratic leader. 
S.J. RES. 181 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I will 
be brief. 

Nearly half a year into Trump’s ruin-
ous war with Iran, the conflict is wid-
ening instead of winding down. More 
countries get dragged into the mix, 
more fronts open up, and more Ameri-
cans get killed and injured. 

The American people have made it 
clear: No one wants this war to go on. 

A new poll, this morning, found only 
a fifth—a fifth—of the American peo-
ple, including less than half of the Re-
publicans, want the war to continue. 

Are our Senate Republicans listen-
ing? 

The country is clamoring for you to 
end this war and to bring our troops 
home—something you can do right now 
by voting for Senator GILLIBRAND’s 
War Powers Resolution. 

Is Trump so intimidating, so un-
touchable that Republicans will keep 
siding with him instead of the 80 per-
cent of Americans calling for the fight-
ing to end? 
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