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defense requirements. It is vital to the U.S. 
national interest to assist Georgia in devel-
oping and maintaining a strong and ready 
self-defense capability. 

(v)(U) Justification: This proposed sale will 
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity of the United States by improving the 
security of Georgia which is a strategic part-
ner and a key contributor to security and 
stability in the region. 

(vi)(U) Sensitivity of Technology: The Jav-
elin Weapon System is comprised of two 
major tactical components, which are a reus-
able Light Weight Command Launch Unit 
(LWCLU) and a round contained in a dispos-
able launch tube assembly. The LWCLU in-
corporates an integrated day-night sight 
that provides a target engagement capability 
in adverse weather and countermeasure envi-
ronments. It may also be used in a stand- 
alone mode for battlefield surveillance and 
target detection. The LWCLU’s thermal 
sight is a 3rd generation Forward Looking 
Infrared (FLIR) sensor. To facilitate initial 
loading and subsequent updating of software, 
all on-board missile software is uploaded via 
the LWCLU after mating and prior to 
launch. 

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

(vii)(U) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
July 28, 2026. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF H.G. GREENE GENERAL 
STORE 

∑ Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a multigenerational 
American small business that has 
proudly served the community of 
Ronda, NC, for 150 years: H.G. Greene’s 
General Store. Founded in 1876 by 
James Clignman ‘‘J.C.’’ Greene, H.G. 
Greene’s General Store is Wilkes Coun-
ty’s oldest retail business. 

Born in 1856, J.C. Greene was or-
phaned after the passing of his parents 
William and Frances Canady Greene in 
1863. As a young man, J.C. Greene 
opened the doors to his first general 
store at the same four-way intersection 
in Wilkes County where it remains 
operational today. 

The store is named after Harry 
‘‘H.G.’’ Greene, who started working in 
the store at the age of 12 after his fa-
ther J.C. was injured in a fall. He oper-
ated the store until about a year before 
he died at the age of 89 in 1993. 

Harry’s son Bob and his wife Darlene 
Greene now continue the family leg-
acy, constructing a new storefront in 
1973 near the original store site in the 
Yadkin Valley. Later, the Greene fam-
ily expanded the general store’s foot-
print to incorporate a second location 
in Jonesville. 

Generations of North Carolinians 
have relied on this historic retailer as 
a one-stop shop for everything from 
produce and baked goods to artisanal 
goods, apparel, and outdoor gear. And 
the general store’s front porch has long 
been a consistent community hub for 
North Carolinians to gather. 

I firmly believe that what makes 
America’s family-owned and operated 

small businesses endure across genera-
tions is not simply their longevity, but 
their unwavering commitment to the 
communities they serve. These busi-
nesses become more than places of 
commerce; they become gathering 
places, trusted neighbors, and corner-
stones of local life. Through changing 
times and economic challenges, they 
continue to show up for their commu-
nities with the same dedication that 
first earned them the trust of their 
customers. 

Without a shadow of doubt, H.G. 
Greene’s General Store has lived up to 
that standard. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the 150th anniversary of H.G. 
Greene’s General Store with a round of 
applause for this great American small 
business.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING WINN’S PIZZA & 
STEAKHOUSE AND WINN & 
SARA’S KITCHEN 

∑ Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair 
of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, each 
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa 
small business that exemplifies the 
American entrepreneurial spirit. This 
week, it is my privilege to honor Winn 
Nguyen and his family’s restaurants 
Winn’s Pizza & Steakhouse and Winn & 
Sara’s Kitchen of Warren County, IA, 
as the Senate Small Business of the 
Week. 

Winn Nguyen spent more than 13 
years at Best Steakhouse, mastering 
every aspect of the restaurant busi-
ness. Inspired by the American dream 
and driven by a desire to build a strong 
legacy, he opened Winn’s Pizza & 
Steakhouse in Indianola in 2003. He 
grew the restaurant from a team of 7 
employees to approximately 20 today, 
including several members of his own 
family. In 2015, as the Indianola loca-
tion flourished, Winn opened a second 
restaurant in Norwalk, now managed 
by his son Andrew Sayasane. This ex-
pansion enabled the family business to 
serve a rapidly growing community 
while creating an opportunity for fu-
ture generations to carry on the fam-
ily’s legacy. 

In 2024, Winn and his wife Sara 
opened Winn & Sara’s Kitchen. Oper-
ating primarily from a booth at the 
Iowa State Fair in Des Moines, the 
business quickly became a crowd favor-
ite. The family hand-wraps more than 
3,000 egg rolls each day during the 
fair—a remarkable testament to their 
craftsmanship, work ethic, and com-
mitment to quality. Outside of the 
Iowa State Fair, Winn & Sara’s Kitch-
en regularly hosts popular pop-up 
events at both Winn’s Pizza & 
Steakhouse locations. Today, the 
Nguyen family operates a thriving, 
family-owned network of businesses 
across Indianola, Norwalk, and Des 
Moines. Their continued growth dem-
onstrates the power of entrepreneur-
ship rooted in family values. 

Beyond their commercial success, the 
Nguyen family and their businesses re-

main deeply engaged in Warren Coun-
ty. They are members of the Indianola 
Chamber of Commerce, which has been 
a strong supporter of Winn & Sara’s 
Kitchen at the Iowa State Fair. The 
businesses regularly participate in 
community events, providing catering 
for school functions, public graduation 
celebrations, and fundraising events 
benefiting Indianola High School. In 
2017, the Des Moines Register named 
Winn’s Pizza & Steakhouse best fam-
ily-owned restaurant and best pizza 
restaurant. At the 2024 and 2025 Iowa 
State Fairs, Winn & Sara’s Kitchen 
earned the People’s Choice Award for 
Best New Fair Food and was named a 
top three finalist again in 2026, with a 
chance to claim the title for a third 
time this August. From a single res-
taurant in 2003 to multiple successful 
ventures today, the Nguyens credit the 
Indianola community for supporting 
their family over the past 23 years. 
Their entrepreneurial spirit, commit-
ment to excellence, and dedication to 
serving others embody the qualities 
that make Iowa’s small businesses ex-
ceptional. 

It is my honor to recognize the 
Nguyen family and the entire team be-
hind Winn’s Pizza & Steakhouse and 
Winn & Sara’s Kitchen. I look forward 
to their continued success and wish 
them the best in the years ahead.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RICH BRIERRE 
∑ Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor the retirement an-
nouncement of Rich Brierre as the ex-
ecutive director of the Indian Nations 
Council of Governments (INCOG) in 
Tulsa, OK. Under his leadership, the 
Tulsa region has experienced signifi-
cant change and growth that will ben-
efit generations to come. The transpor-
tation, housing, and economic develop-
ment projects that have come to fru-
ition over the past two decades can 
often be directly or indirectly attrib-
uted to Rich. 

Originally from St. Louis, MO, Rich 
attended college at the University of 
Tulsa, graduating in 1973. Upon gradua-
tion, Rich started as a housing planner 
at INCOG, and what began as an entry- 
level planning position evolved into a 
remarkable career spanning housing, 
community development, transpor-
tation, environmental planning, and 
regional governance. Rich has worked 
at INCOG his entire professional career 
and has shared his passion for trans-
portation, housing, and community de-
velopment across Green Country. 

In his more than 50 years working at 
INCOG, Rich has worked on countless 
projects that have improved commu-
nities and quality of life for all those 
living in the Tulsa region. Whether it 
was Vision 2025, construction of the 
Gilcrease Expressway, initiating the 
Tulsa/West Tulsa Levee project, estab-
lishing a new interstate, or creating a 
new county bridge program, Rich was 
there in the background ensuring that 
these major initiatives were pushed 
forward and completed. 
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Rich was appointed Executive Direc-

tor of INCOG in January 2008, replacing 
long-time director Jerry Lasker. Rich 
assumed leadership of the region’s 
principal planning organization, serv-
ing approximately 50 local govern-
ments across the five-county Tulsa 
metropolitan area. Under his leader-
ship, INCOG continued to expand its 
role as a regional convener, providing 
expertise in transportation planning, 
environmental programs, community 
development, aging services, land-use 
coordination, economic development, 
and public infrastructure planning. 

Rich’s leadership was anchored in the 
unwavering belief that the best way 
forward was always when communities 
work together across jurisdictional 
boundaries. This belief was perfectly 
captured through his contributions in 
the planning and coordination of Vi-
sion 2025, an $885 million public invest-
ment initiative that the voters of 
Tulsa County approved in 2003. The ini-
tiative involved substantial coordina-
tion among local governments, busi-
nesses, and citizens that ultimately 
brought investments in economic de-
velopment, education, recreation, and 
transportation. 

One cannot recognize Rich without 
highlighting his passion for transpor-
tation projects and initiatives. 
Throughout his tenure, he has cham-
pioned projects designed to enhance 
mobility, support economic growth, 
and improve connectivity in north-
eastern Oklahoma. Among the major 
infrastructure initiatives associated 
with his leadership are planning and 
development efforts related to the 
Gilcrease Expressway, Creek Turnpike, 
and the region’s expanding trail net-
work. He was able to utilize innovative 
financing programs to help fund the 
construction of the Gilcrease Express-
way with the Oklahoma Turnpike Au-
thority and Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation. His work helped ad-
vance the concept that transportation 
infrastructure should not only move 
people efficiently but also improve 
quality of life, create economic oppor-
tunities, and strengthen community 
connections. 

During his tenure as Executive Direc-
tor, Rich became a skilled advocate for 
securing Federal and State funding for 
regional initiatives. Over the past two 
decades, INCOG has successfully se-
cured more than $80 million in com-
petitive Federal grant funding. Rich 
was also able to successfully advocate 
and secure State funding for projects 
such as the Tulsa/West Tulsa Levee 
project, the Rural Economic Action 
Plan (REAP) program, and a new pro-
gram dedicated towards structurally 
deficient bridges. Beyond large infra-
structure projects, Rich has also con-
sistently emphasized housing, commu-
nity development, and neighborhood 
revitalization. 

Rich was never the loudest person in 
the room, and in fact, he usually was 
the quietest. However, over the dec-
ades, he became a trusted adviser to 

local elected officials, civic organiza-
tions, State agencies, and Federal part-
ners, helping communities navigate 
growth, infrastructure investments, 
and long-range planning challenges. 
When Rich spoke, people would listen 
because they knew he was a man of in-
tegrity and that his ideas and knowl-
edge of the issues would be respected. 
He became a subject matter expert on 
transportation, economic development, 
planning, and State and Federal pro-
grams. 

As Rich retires, he leaves behind a 
legacy that will have a lasting impact 
across northeast Oklahoma. His exper-
tise and institutional knowledge ac-
quired from his 53-year career will be 
sorely missed. If you ask him, he has 
plenty of stories he can share about his 
former neighbor and Senator Jim 
Inhofe and numerous other Federal, 
State, and local officials that he has 
had the chance to interact with over 
his career. 

Rich currently resides in Tulsa with 
his wife Claudia, a fellow lifelong 
INCOG staff member. His daughter 
Catharine lives and works in Tulsa, 
OK, and his son Will and family live in 
Fort Collins, CO. He is an avid cyclist, 
a member of First Presbyterian 
Church, and a lifelong St. Louis Car-
dinals fan. I know that he will enjoy 
spending even more time with his chil-
dren and family in the years ahead. 
Rich, thank you for your leadership.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO HANK THORNTON 
∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, the Gem 
State is made strong by the hard-work-
ing, dedicated, and selfless actions of 
Idahoans. Across our State, hundreds 
of thousands of veterans, first respond-
ers, volunteers, and public servants go 
above and beyond for the communities 
they call home. These people are pil-
lars of our State and are essential to 
keeping Idaho the best place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

To recognize these exceptional indi-
viduals, I am proud to launch the Idaho 
Service Spotlight to honor the Ida-
hoans whose service and leadership 
have made a lasting impact on the Gem 
State. It is especially fitting that we 
begin this initiative on Idaho Day, the 
anniversary of Idaho’s statehood and a 
celebration of the people whose con-
tributions continue to shape our excep-
tional quality of life. 

Today, I am pleased to recognize 
Hank Thornton of St. Maries as an 
Idaho Service Spotlight recipient for 
the month of July 2026. 

Hank has devoted his life’s work to 
those who served our Nation. An Air 
Force veteran himself, Hank has seen 
firsthand the struggles many men and 
women face when returning home from 
military service. After a young local 
veteran took his life, Hank recognized 
a severe lack of support for veterans in 
north central Idaho and took action. 
He started knocking on doors, talking 
to the community, and eventually 
founded the Veterans Outreach Center, 
Inc., of Benewah County in 2018. 

The outreach center has since be-
come a lifeline for local veterans, pro-
viding mental health resources, warm 
meals, and so much more. Hank and his 
team make house calls to any veteran 
who may be experiencing difficulties, 
offering support and connecting them 
with community resources. Their self-
less actions have helped hundreds of 
veterans build a life worth living and 
dramatically reduced veteran suicides 
in the region. As the organization 
grew, the center expanded to include a 
food bank, serving hot meals twice a 
week and ensuring Benewah County 
families and veterans do not go hun-
gry. While the center initially began as 
Hank’s vision, the entire community 
has rallied behind it, donating a prop-
erty in downtown St. Maries, funding 
to maintain daily operations, and pro-
viding grants. 

Outside of the center, Hank is the 
heartbeat of the St. Maries commu-
nity. He is president and commander of 
the St. Joes Valley Search and Rescue, 
team leader for the Idaho Governor’s 
Challenge on suicide prevention, vice 
president of the Benewah County Pub-
lic Gun and Archery Range, and 2nd 
vice commander of American Legion 
Post 25. 

On behalf of the people of Idaho, I 
thank and congratulate Hank for being 
selected as an Idaho Service Spotlight 
recipient for the month of July 2026. 
You reflect the very best of our State, 
and Idaho is stronger because of your 
actions.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TITAN BATTERIES 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each month I recognize 
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of a small business in my home 
State of Idaho. Today, I am proud to 
honor Titan Batteries in Pocatello as 
the Idaho Small Business of the Month 
for July 2026. 

Trent Clawson founded Titan Bat-
teries in 2015 after learning that no 
commercially available drone battery 
could power a cross-country flight. He 
took matters into his own hands and 
began building high-performance, long- 
range batteries in the unfinished base-
ment of his then-home in Bentonville, 
AR. 

Four years later, in May of 2019, 
Trent moved the business to Idaho, 
where his wife grew up. As he became 
acquainted with the production proc-
ess, Trent made the decision to keep 
all manufacturing right here in the 
Gem State. That investment paid off, 
as Titan quickly expanded from 11 em-
ployees to more than 80 in only 6 
months. 

Now, Titan engineers batteries for 
drone manufacturers supplying the 
U.S. military and other critical defense 
programs. Every battery design is 
crafted specifically to meet the unique 
demands of the mission it will power 
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